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Sometimes we use this space to bemoan a black cloud 
in the poker world that helps to confirm negative stereo-
types many have of  poker players.

But sometimes we get to use this space to highlight the 
amazing heart poker players have, generosity that rarely 
gets the headlines that help prove to their world what we 
already know. Poker players are good people. Really good 
people.

For a third year, Ante Up has teamed with Blue Shark 
Optics to promote our Restock the Shelves food bank ini-
tiative. The concept is simple: Encourage poker rooms 
and venues across North America to ask their players to 
donate food and money that goes directly to a food bank 
in their community. Giving and distributing food peaks 
during the holiday season, when even Scrooges want to 
do some good. And that means when January comes, giv-
ing slows, even though the need never does. 

So that’s why we’re completely humbled that through 
your efforts with this initiative this year, an estimated 
88,715 people received a meal who otherwise wouldn’t 
have had one. Through the three years we’ve been do-
ing Restock the Shelves, just shy of  200,000 people have 
been fed. 

There are no words for how good that makes us feel. 
But we’ll start with “incredible.”

You can read more about the amazing events at  
36 venues that participated this year on Pages 38-40. 
And if  you don’t see your favorite poker venues included, 
please ask them to participate next January. Because if  
we can feed more than 88K people with just 36 venues, 
imagine how many we can feed if  we get all of  the more 
than 500 poker rooms in North America to join us.

We’ll see you at the tables. 
— Christopher Cosenza and Scott Long
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The World Poker Tour’s annual Shooting Star series, which 
includes four events, returns to Bay 101 in San Jose, Calif., 

on March 5-10. This is by far one of  the most popular series on 
the WPT circuit with the game’s top players attending. 

The kickoff  will be a $2,100 no-limit hold’em tourney with a 
250-player max and 50 alternates March 5-6 at 11 a.m. There 
will be another $2,100 event with a turbo structure at 3 p.m. 
March 8. 

The $7,500 Shooting Star main event is the highlight of  the 
series (March 6-10) with a 30K starting stack. The chipleaders 
at the end of  the first two days will win $10K and there will be 
50 of  the best pros with $2,500 bounties on their heads. 

Last year’s main drew the largest turnout in the 21-year span 
of  the series with 753 entries as winner Stefan Schillhabel took 
home a whopping $1.3M. Some bounties will include Daniel 
Negreanu, 2016 WSOP champ champion Qui Nguyen and Bay 
Area natives Phil Hellmuth and Antonio Esfandiari. 

Bay 101 hosts a two-day high roller with a $25K buy-in 
March 8-9 and will draw the biggest names in the game. 

THUNDER VALLEY RESORT CASINO: The Lincoln property hosts the 
World Poker Tour Rolling Thunder series March 8-15 with five 
events. The first will be a three-day $250K guarantee with a 
buy-in of  $1,100 on March 8, which will be followed by a one-
day $100K guarantee with a $1,100 buy-in March 10. 

The largest event of  the series will be a $3,500 main event 
March 11-15 with a live-streamed final table March 15. Last 
year’s prize pool was $1.3M-plus and the champion was Har-
rison Gimbel, who took home $275K-plus. 

Thunder Valley will hold a $1,100 knockout event with $500 
bounties March 13 and an Action 8 event March 14 with a 
$550 buy-in. Numerous satellites run leading up to each event 
with many levels of  buy-ins to accommodate every player.

JACKSON RANCHERIA CASINO RESORT: The poker room is hosting a 
$250 charity event for the Art School in the Pines on April 30 
at 1 p.m. For more information, call 209-223-8469.

Reno
ATLANTIS CASINO RESORT: The WPT DeepStacks series runs 

March 16-27 within the beautiful setting of  the surrounding 
Sierra Nevada mountains. Pre-registration is available online. 
The main event is $1,100 with a $200K guarantee. There are 
two starting flights (Day 1A, March 24, noon and Day 1B, 
March 25, noon). Cash-game players receive $4 in comps for 
every hour played until March 31.  

PEPPERMILL RESORT SPA CASINO: Jason Somerville’s Run It Up 

SHOOTING STAR IN SAN JOSE ON MARCH 5

GARRETT ROTH 
NORCAL

roth@anteupmagazine.com

KITTIE ALEMAN 
SOCAL

anteupkittie@gmail.com

ROB SOLOMON 
LAS VEGAS

rob@allvegaspoker.com

JAY ZEMAN 
 PACIFIC NW

anteupjay@gmail.com

West Ambassadors

Meet Joshua Weiss   
An attorney and poker pro living in 

San Diego, Joshua Weiss started playing 
at 5 with his grandfather and siblings.   

After watching a lot of  the 2003 
World Series of  Poker Main Event on 

ESPN while he was in his first year at law 
school, he began playing online and at a home game with 
friends. While in law school, he started playing big online 
tournaments. Sometimes these two pursuits collided. He 
was going deep in a tournament and it ran later than he 
expected so he had to finish in class. 

“I ended up winning and several people around me 
cheered me on. My professor was not amused.”

His biggest cash came in 2016 when he earned $650K 
for 10th in the WSOP main. He also has done well in on-
line tournaments.

“I chopped the Sunday Million on PokerStars for $100K 
when my equity was around $90K in 2009 and won both 
tournaments in the Full Tilt Poker Daily Double in one 
day (two tournaments with the same buy-in starting at the 
same time).”

On why he loves poker: “I love how the game is so dy-
namic, constantly changing in the short-term based on who 
you are playing against and in the long-term as strategy 
continually evolves. The game will always remain intellec-
tually stimulating and never boring to me.”

When he isn’t playing poker or being an attorney, he 
loves to surf, travel and read.

“I’m also a bit of  a craft beer connoisseur,” he said. 
— Kittie Aleman

Reno returns April 3-10. This weeklong poker festival will 
feature special guests, mini-seminars, cash games and tourna-
ments. Visit runitup.com for details.

ELDORADO RESORT CASINO: Every Tuesday and Wednesday at 
6 p.m., the poker room offers a deepstack with bounties. The 
event has a $30 buy-in with 8K chips and an optional $5 staff  
bonus for an extra 4K. 

BOOMTOWN RENO: The $40 tourney is at 11 a.m. every Sunday.
HARVEY’S LAKE TAHOE: The $40 daily turbo starts at 10 a.m. 

with 1.5K in chips. Among the cash games found here are 
$1-$2 NLHE and sometimes $4-$8 limit.

PHILIP CHOW 
 RENO

anteupphilip@gmail.com
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T MUCKLESHOOT HOSTS SPRING CLASSIC IN PNW
The Spring Classic runs March 15-19 

at Muckleshoot Casino and features 
five tournaments with a total of  $55K 
added. The schedule includes a $250 
shootout and tournaments with $200, 
$300, $500 and $750 buy-ins. 

Also, $14K of  the $55K added is re-
served for the top four overall point-win-
ners, so make sure you play at least four 
events. The rest of  the money is added to 
the prize pools to make it one of  the best 
series values anywhere. See the ad on the 
facing page for more.

Muckleshoot is 31 miles southeast of  
Seattle in Auburn, Wash., and is the larg-
est room in the region with 31 tables. 
Fridays and Saturdays see Omaha play-
ers vie for three $100 high-hand payouts 
ever hour from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m., plus a 
$20K bad-beat jackpot (quad 10s).

WILDHORSE RESORT: The Pendleton, 
Ore., poker room will be adding $40K 
over 13 tournaments April 6-16. Look 
for more details in the April issue.

BAD BEAT JACKPOT HIT: Shortly after Ante 
Up reported the Super Bad Beat Jackpot 
shared by River Rock and Hard Rock 
casinos in British Columbia was up to 
$687,287 as of  Dec. 2, it was hit for 
$719,360 in a $3-$6 limit game, straight 
flush over straight flush. The loser earned 
$359,680. 

Don’t worry if  you missed out because 
the jackpot was back to $372,116 at press 
time (quad eights).

River Rock is a 10-table room in 
Richmond, B.C., featuring $3-$6 limit 
and $1-$3 and $3-$5 NLHE. A limited 
tournament schedule has resumed with a 
$330 event on the third Saturday of  the 

month and $100 tournaments the other 
Saturdays.  

The Hard Rock is a five-table room 
in Vancouver with more emphasis on 
NLHE and pot-limit Omaha.

Southern California
BICYCLE HOTEL & CASINO: The World Se-

ries of  Poker Circuit and Winnin’ O’ the 
Green tournament series return to the 
Bike on  March 3-31. 

If  you use promo code WSOPC17 
you will save 20 percent on all rooms 
at the hotel. The schedule includes the 
$1M guarantee Mega Millions and the 
WSOPC main event. 

The WSOPC will be March 4-15. The 
$1,675 main event will have two Day 1s 
(March 12-13) at noon and players will 
be allowed one re-entry per flight. There 
also will be a $3,250 High Roller on 
March 13 at noon.  

Go to thebike.com for full details, in-
cluding satellite info and structures.

COMMERCE HOTEL AND CASINO: The L.A. 
Poker Classic was in full swing at press 
time in Los Angeles, but here’s an early 
recap: Jeffery Peterson of  Corona cap-

tured Event 1 for $16,995. This $100K 
guarantee drew 1,079 entries to grow the 
prize pool to $161,850.

Event 2 was a $150K guarantee that 
drew 269 entries as Nicholas Guggino of  
San Diego took the title for $33,850. 

Davin Anderson of  Elk Grove won Event 
3 ($350 bounty) for $19,270.

Other winners included James Doug-
las of  Redondo Beach (Event 4, $350 
Omaha/8, $8,500); Andreas Dassopoulos 
of  Rancho Cucamonga (Event 5, $240 
turbo, $62,455); Albert Shim of  Cerritos 
(Event 6, $350 triple stud, $7,975); John 
Treolo of  Topeka (Event 7, $350 stud/8, 
$9,800); Dan Heimiller of  Lennox (Event 8, 
$350 O/8-stud/8, $9,260); Keith Rogers of  
Walnut (Event 9, $240 bounty, $10,150) 
and Grant Friedman of  L.A. (Event 10, 
$175 All In or Fold bounty, $3,175). 

You can find more winners and results 
at lapcnews.com. The series culminates 
in the WPT Championship, which con-
cludes March 2 and will be recapped in 
the next issue.

HOLLYWOOD PARK: First Sunday of  each 
month is a $25K guarantee for $230 and 
30K chips. Levels 1-4 have 30-minute 
blinds and remaining levels are 20 min-
utes. For more information, please go to 
playhpc.com.

PALA CASINO: Antonio Woods of  San Di-
ego won $1,910 and the Pala Cham-
pionship when his club flush bested 
Dwayne Copeland’s pair of  deuces on the 
final hand. Copeland of  Fallbrook won 
$1,600. 

The event drew 50 players for a 
$6,260 prize pool. Steven Erickson of  Yor-
ba Linda was third ($1,002), followed by 
Mark Heintschel of  Escondido ($559) and 
Rodney Clarita of  Temecula ($501).

Muckleshoot Casino players are all smiles with $55K added to the Spring Classic.

The Bike hosts the WSOPC and Winnin’ O’ the Green on March 3-31.
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T STATIONS STILL STRONG IN LAS VEGAS
Stations Casinos always have been popular among the Las 

Vegas locals. Tourists often have ventured away from the 
Strip and downtown to enjoy them, too. But now you can ex-
pect Stations poker rooms to attract even more tourists.  As you 
may have heard, many casinos on the Vegas Strip began charg-
ing for parking last year. 

You can expect virtually all of  them to have parking fees in 
the near future. The locals casinos insist they’ll continue to offer 
guests free parking. This only affects the visitors who drive in 
from neighboring states or rent a car when in town, but if  you 
do have a car while visiting Vegas, you may want to consider 
the Stations casinos as great options to stay and play.

The chain is once again offering the Jumbo Hold’em Pro-
gressive Bad Beat Jackpot. There are three stages for the jack-
pot prize. When the jackpot is less than $50K, it’s split among 
the players at the table where it’s hit. When the jackpot is 
$50K-$75K, it’s split among all players in the poker room. And 
when the jackpot exceeds $75K, every player in all of  Stations 
poker rooms at the time earns a share of  the prize. 

The money is awarded as follows: The loser of  the hand gets 
50 percent, the winner gets 10 percent and the remaining play-
ers eligible split 40 percent. The qualifying losing hand starts at 
quad kings and reduces in rank each time the jackpot increases 
by $10K.

Stations has two other property-wide promotions. Flopped 
quads are worth $500 on Tuesdays and Saturdays and there’s 
a progressive jackpot for flopped quads. As each quad is hit, 
starting with deuces, the next ranked quad is the jackpot hand.

Let’s take a closer look at the five Sta-
tions poker rooms.

RED ROCK: The newest room in the 
chain, Red Rock is in Summerlin and has 
20 tables. The $1-$2 NLHE game has a 
$100 minimum buy-in and a $300 max. 
A $2-$5 game almost always runs, the 
buy-in is $300-$1K. 

Limit hold’em is available in $2-$4 
and $4-$8 flavors, both featuring a half-
kill. The minimum buy-ins are $20 and 
$40, respectively. Players can enjoy Omaha and Omaha/8 at 
the $4-$8 level, both versions have a $40 buy-in and a half-kill. 

Tournaments run daily at noon and Sunday through Thurs-
day at 6:30 p.m. All have guarantees. Sunday afternoon it’s a 
$125 deepstack starting with 13K chips, offering 30-minute lev-
els and a $2,500 guarantee. Monday through Friday it’s $60, a 
6K starting stack and a $1K guarantee. Saturday’s $100 bounty 
event ($25 bounties) has 20-minute levels, a 10K starting stack 
and a $2K guarantee.

Sunday evening is a $60 buy-in with 7K starting stack, 
20-minute levels and a $2K guarantee. Mondays and Thurs-
days offer a $100 bounty event ($25 bounties), 10K starting 
stack, 20-minute levels and a $3,500 guarantee.  

Tuesday and Wednesday it’s a $60 bounty tourney ($15 
bounties) with 6K starting stack, 20-minute levels and a 

$1K guarantee. All tournaments have a $10 optional add-on 
for 2K chips. Hitting quads in any tournament earns a free 
entry into a future tournament.  

GREEN VALLEY RANCH: The 22-table room is Henderson. The 
$1-$2 game is $100-$300, and the $2-$5 is $200-$500. The 
busy $2-$4 limit game has a $20 buy-in. It also regularly runs 
a $3-$6-$9 limit game; it’s $3-$6 but the bet on the river is $9. 
It has a $30 buy-in. There’s also hold’em and Omaha at the 
$4-$8 level, a $40 minimum buy-in.

A $45 tournament runs daily at 10 a.m., starting with 3K 
chips and 20-minute levels. An additional $5 gets $1K extra 
chips. There is an $800 guarantee. There’s also a high-hand 
bonus for quads or better in the tournament.

SANTA FE STATION: The 14-table room is in the northwest part 
of  Vegas. The limit action is $2-$4 ($20 minimum) $3-$6 ($30 
minimum) and $4-$8 ($40 minimum). The room spreads $3-$6 
Omaha ($30 minimum). The buy-in for the $1-$2 NLHE game 
is $100-$500.

There are two $50 tournaments daily. They all have a 6K 
starting stack, a $20 add-on for 4K chips and 20-minute levels. 
The tourneys run at noon, and Sunday through Thursday at 
7 p.m. (Fridays and Saturdays at 6 p.m.). There are high-hand 
bonuses and a bad-beat jackpot for the tournament.

BOULDER STATION: The 11-table room is on Boulder Highway 
and is known for its wild $4-$8 Omaha game with a half-kill. 
The minimum buy-in is $40. The limit games come in $2-$4 
and $4-$8 varieties ($20 and $40 minimums, respectively), the 
latter featuring a half-kill. The $1-$2 NLHE has a $50-$300 

buy-in.
The room doesn’t run any regularly 

scheduled tournaments.
PALACE STATION: The nine-table room 

is the closest Stations casino to the Strip, 
just west on Sahara Avenue.  There are 
no tournaments here and the room spe-
cializes in limit and spread-limit games. 
The $2-$6 spread-limit game has a $30 
minimum buy-in and the $2-$4 game 
with a half-kill has a $20 minimum.

MONTE CARLO: The poker room has closed.
VENETIAN: Deep Stack Extravaganza runs March 27-April 16 

and will offer $1.4M-plus in guarantees. The biggest event is the 
$1,600 SuperStack starting the first of  its three starting flights 
April 6 and concluding with Day 3 on April 10. It starts players 
with 30K chips, has 60-minute levels and a $400K guarantee.

Other big events include a $400 SuperStack on March 27 
with a $150K guarantee (three starting flights) and a $250, 
four-starting flight event with a $150K guarantee that starts 
April 11.

The Venetian also is offering a March Weekend Extravagan-
za March 14-19 with $340K in guarantees. A $600 SuperStack 
starts the first of  its three starting days on the March 16 and 
offers a $200K guarantee.
— Check out Rob Solomon’s blog at robvegaspoker.blogspot.com. 

Red Rock
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CHRIS CRONIN 
ARIZONA

DONOVAN LIVINGSTON
NEW MEXICO

DICK STEIN 
 COLORADO

ROBERT KELLY 
OKLA./KANSAS

cronin@anteupmagazine.com anteupnm@gmail.com anteupdick@gmail.com anteuprob@gmail.com

Southwest Ambassadors

STAYCATION STAYS SUCCESSFUL IN AZ.
Talking Stick Resort in Scottsdale, Ariz., recently conclud-

ed its Staycation weekend series with three tournaments 
modeled after its monthly Saturday events. Here are the re-
sults:

JAN. 13: Kylan Tangermann ($3,800), James Ellwood ($3,087), 
Thomas Schooley ($2,847), Nancy Patterson ($2,847), Dennis Soukup 
($2,847), Frank Stenz ($2,847), Terrice  Jackson ($2,847), Alan Cop-
pola ($2,847), Peter Sullivan ($2,847), Thomas McCormick ($2,847), 
Terry Cusick ($2,847), Mark Williams ($2,247) and Terry Stadler 
($2,247).

JAN. 14: John Kilbourn, Robert Taylor, Jesse Espich, Manish Patel, Ben 
Lange, Edward Clark, Jayachandra Gangaiah, Joseph Hirdt, Joel Lirot, 
Robert Ogerman, Alecia Vargas, Jason Fisher, Phillip Marcus, and Victor 
Peppe chopped for $5,211 each.

JAN. 15: James Buckner ($5,260), Jarret McMillan ($4,552), Angela 
Conwell ($4,552), Thomas Ruwald ($4,552), James Norman ($4,552), 
Ryan Johnson ($4K), Jeremy Brown ($1,700), Jeffery Wilson ($1,417), 
James Grant ($1,152) and Scott Burnham ($925).

Mad Money Monday has moved to Wacky Wild Wednes-
day: $250 to the high hand every 15 minutes from 

noon-midnight on March 8 and March 22. 
HON-DAH CASINO RESORT: The newest Tour-

nament of  Champions winner is Dan Bol-
linger. 

GILA RIVER VEE QUIVA: Monday Madness is 
a new event every Monday at 7 p.m. The 

top 20 cash-game players from Tuesday-Sun-
day with a minimum of  20 hours will receive a free entry. 

There will be $200 added per table and you can buy-in di-
rectly for $40. 

The starting stack is 2K with an optional $10 staff  fee for 
5K more chips. There’s a $20 optional add-on at the break for 
5K more chips. Re-entry is available for the first three rounds. 

The room also will be splashing selected NBA games $50 
per quarter for all live tables. Same-colored Aces Cracked gets 
you $100 and the table receives a $50 splash. Quads or better 
board wins prizes from $50 to $3K.

HARRAH’S AK-CHIN RESORT: NCAA March Craziness runs 
March 1 through the end of  the NCAA tournament with its 
Tournament Bracket Buster. Participants earn hours March 
1-13 by playing in live games. The player with the most hours 
is assigned the No. 1 seed in the East bracket and the rotation 
continues until the top 16 players are placed with the Sweet 16 
teams. At the Round of  16, eight winners will receive $50 and 
at the Round of  eight’s winners will receive $75. At the Final 

  
Meet Johnny Duong

Want to write?
If you would like 
to sign up to be an 
Ambassador, go to 
anteupmagazine.
com/ambassadors

Four, two winners will receive $100 and the overall winner gets 
$150. There will be Tournament Championship Splash Pots, 
too. Selected televised NCAA games will have splash pots at 
every live game. If  the higher-seeded team wins, another $50 
splash pot will be added. If  the lower-seeded team wins, a $100 
splash pot will be added to the next eligible hand on all live 
games.

When it comes to poker in New Mex-
ico, there are only a handful of  people 
with the passion and knowledge to help 
grow the game. One of  those people is 

Johnny Duong, the newest addition to the 
poker room at Isleta Casino.

How long have you been in the industry? I’ve been in the ca-
sino poker and table games industry for over 13 years.

When did you move to Isleta? I originally started at Isleta in 
2003 and worked there for more than 10 years before I left. 
I came back to Isleta in March 2015.

What kind of things are you doing to make Isleta stand out? We 
recently reworked our blind structures and starting stacks 
to offer a better tournament experiences. We try to have 
lower tournament buy-in fees to encourage new players to 
try out poker. At the same time, we recognize there’s a core 
group of  serious poker players that enjoy a bigger game and 
tougher competition. So, we try to brand our Friday night 
tournaments as the best poker destination for seasoned 
players.  We also feel that it’s important to brainstorm with 
our dealers on what kind of  daily promotions we can offer 
to help increase cash-game interest and player loyalty. The 
dealers’ input is invaluable to us because they’re the front-
line face of  the casino and would be much more intimate 
with our players. 

What are some of your hobbies? I enjoy playing and com-
missioning fantasy football leagues. I usually play up to 
10 leagues. During football season, I’m always busy. It’s like 
having a second job, but I enjoy it. During the offseason, 
I do a lot more computer online gaming with friends. I’m 
a geek for Cosplay and collecting Star Wars stuff  such as 
custom-built lightsabers and coffee mugs. Because of  my 
work schedule, I don’t go out much so I end up doing a lot 
of  reading. Subjects that interest me are culture, econom-
ics, politics and sports. — Donovan Livingston
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T HINKLE WINS CIRCUIT IN OKLA.

The World Series of  Poker Circuit at Choctaw Casino in 
Durant, Okla., wrapped up in January with Grant Hinkle 

of  Overland Park, Kan., overcoming a field of  
1,400-plus entries to win the main event for 
$325,427 and his first WSOPC ring to go 
with his WSOP bracelet.

“It feels awesome,” Hinkle said. “It’s a 
great event. I’ve been staring at the banners 

of  past winners. And I have a friend up there 
who was looking down on the table. It was really 

exciting and a lot of  fun.”
Hinkle was followed by John Patterson in second ($232,886) 

and Shino Fujiwara in third ($170,650). 
Charles Adkins of  Amarillo, Texas, collected $237K in the 

$365 buy-in $1M guarantee, besting a massive field of  5,280 
entries. Other ring winners were Wesley Cooper, Andrew Telfer, 
Christopher Staats, Enrique Melguizo, Peter Lawson, Robert Miller, Lynn 
Samples, Scott Andrews and Mykel Comroe. Nathanael Kogel won two 
rings, both $365 NLHE events. 

HARD ROCK CASINO: The WSOPC runs March 16-27. Kicking 
things off  will be a monster stack followed by a re-entry event. 
Most events in the series will have $365 buy-ins. Ring events 
with buy-ins other than that are the two $250 senior events, 
$135 ladies, $580 NLHE, $2K high roller and the $1,675 main 
event. Notable non-NLHE events are Omaha/8, a freezeout, 
six-max and pot-limit Omaha.

CHEROKEE CASINO WEST SILOAM SPRINGS: The second annual 
$150 Winter Deepstack Series, consisting of  three flights, saw 
Ricky Gebhart of  Siloam Springs, Ark., overcome a field of  near-
ly 200 entries to win $4,597. March 31-April 2 is the Spring 
Deepstack, which has a $20K guarantee.

KANSAS STAR CASINO: Since the room’s bad-beat jackpot hit in 
early February for $190K-plus, it’s now reset at $85K-plus. The 
room’s next quarterly tournament of  champions $10K guar-
antee freeroll will be April 8 for the January-March qualifiers. 
The tournament schedule has events on Tuesdays, Wednes-
days, Fridays and Sundays.

WINSTAR WORLD CASINO: The daily schedule offers mid-week 
tourneys for $65 and $120-$230 on weekends. Common action 
includes $1-$2, $1-$3 and $10-$20 NLHE, $4-$8 limit, $1-$2 
PLO-PLO/8, and $2-$5 PLO. An Aces Cracked promotion 
runs Tuesdays and Thursdays 11 a.m.-3 p.m. and 8-midnight.

HOLLYWOOD CASINO KANSAS SPEEDWAY: The room’s monthly 
$15K guarantee freeroll continues for players who qualify 
through a tournament leaderboard or 50 hours of  live play. 
The room also offers hourly high hands and a bad-beat promo-
tion. Games featured throughout the week include $5-$5 PLO, 
$3-$6 and $20-$40 limit, $4-$8 Omaha 8, $25-$50 limit mixed 
and $2-$5 NLHE. 

RIVER SPIRIT CASINO: The room’s bad-beat jackpot climbed to 
$122K-plus at press time. A couple of  games are featured dur-
ing the week. Thursday is $1-$3 NLHE while $10-$20 Big O 
with full kill is featured on Thursdays and Sundays. The daily 
tournament schedule offers $25-$75 buy-ins, including a 50+ 
seniors tournament on Wednesdays.

RIVERWIND CASINO: A sister casino to WinStar World, this 
17-table room is open 9 a.m.-3:30 a.m. Sunday-Thursday 
and 9 a.m.-4:30 a.m. Friday and Saturday. Tournaments run 
Wednesday-Sunday with $30-$100 buy-ins. There are splash 
pots, hot-seat drawings and other promotions for specific games 
and/or days of  the week. 

GRAND CASINO: The Grand Championship tournament runs 
in two limited-seating flights on March 3-4. Sporting a $650 
buy-in, players will get another half-stack of  chips for $20 more. 
Blind levels are 45 minutes and players can re-enter during the 
first three levels. Single-table satellites run through March 4. 
The tournament offers a $100K guarantee. March 18 is the 
$3K freeroll for players who played 100-plus hours in January 
and February.

AMERISTAR KANSAS CITY: Several games are featured during the 
week, including $3-$6 limit, $5-$5 PLO, $5-$10 Omaha/8 and 
$4-$8 HO. The first five players each day who get their aces 
cracked win $100. The progressive bad-beat structure offered 
by the room is unique and the jackpot was at $193K-plus at 
press time. Call the poker room for details. 

HARRAH’S NORTH KANSAS CITY: A quarterly freeroll for the Jan. 
7-March 3 period is set for March 4 and offers a $10K guar-
antee. Daily games offered include $1-$2 and $2-$5 NLHE, 
$4-$8 limit with a half-kill, $1-$2 PLO and $4-$8 or $10-$20 
mixed games. The weekly tournament schedule sports $30-$80 
buy-ins. A $250 bounty event runs the last Saturday of  each 
month. An early bird promo offers an extra 1K chips if  you 
register for a tournament more than an hour before it starts. 
The bad-beat jackpot was $139K-plus at press time.

New Mexico
BUFFALO THUNDER RESORT: The last Saturday of  the Month 

tournament starts at 1 p.m. and costs $150. The 6:30 p.m. 
tournament that follows is a great consolation if  you missed out 
earlier. And because of  the large numbers, there are plenty of  
cash games in hold’em and Omaha.

ROUTE 66 CASINO: You have your pick of  three tournaments 
every day. Most times are for NLHE, but there is a pineapple 
tournament on Wednesday, plus many tournaments include 
bounties. Join the Player of  the Year promotion to earn big 
bucks for finishing in the top five for the year. For a complete 
listing visit the poker room’s website or see the Where to Play 
section in this magazine.

SANDIA CASINO RESORT: There are weekly tournaments, includ-
ing two on Sunday ($50, noon; $45, 5 p.m.) At 7 p.m. on Tues-
days and Thursdays, you can play a bounty tournament for 
$75. 

SANTA ANA CASINO: Every day at noon you can find a solid 
$2-$6 limit game in the table-games area. Limit hold’em may 
be a lost art these days, but there’s still plenty of  money to win 
if  you can make the adjustments.

INN OF THE MOUNTAIN GODS: Big-money tournaments are every 
quarter. Experience some of  the best live-action hold’em in the 
state. Also, each Friday is the $120 event at 6 p.m., and every 
Sunday at 2 is a $75 tourney.
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Yes, the Colorado State Poker Championship is alive and 
well at Midnight Rose in Cripple Creek with the first event 

Easter Sunday (April 16). 
The series will run through the rest of  April. The affordable 

buy-ins ($100-plus) and significant starting stacks make this a 
must-play series for any serious player. The main event is $500 
but there are four $100 qualifiers to get you there more eco-
nomically. 

Last year, many players from Golden Gates won events. This 
year, poker room manager Jeff Peck thinks the kudos will be 
more home grown, but is thinking of  making a traveling tro-
phy. Submit your ideas to jpeck@triplecrowncasinos.com for 
a gag trophy, similar to the ones from college-football rival-
ries. If  yours is selected, he will have a pair of  Down Under 
Buffet comps for you. 

The Four Flush promotion is back on selected days and win-
ter hours for the room have been announced. For more info, 
call 719-286-6060.

BLACK HAWK: Ameristar poker room manager Andy Ormsby is 
excited about his promotions. “High hands award $200 every 
hour. We’re switching out the traditional primary bad beat 
to the Descending Progressive Bad Beat, which runs 24-7, starts 
at aces full of  kings for one week and then descends one hand 
rank every day. It’s seeded at $25K and now grows twice as 
fast.” The high hands and frequently hit bad beats will make 
for a great atmosphere.

At Golden Gates, tournaments continue to be the focus, but 
live play is brisk and accompanied by $500 high hands on Sat-
urdays and $600 on Sundays. Look for Heartland Poker Tour 
results in our next issue.

NOTE: If  you feel there are players or staff  from the Black 
Hawk or Cripple Creek area that should be featured in our 
magazine, be sure to contact anteupdick@gmail.com.

Texas
In Houston, the Giving Back Fund held its eighth annual 

Super Bowl charity event, Big Game Big Give, hosted by Acad-
emy Award-nominee Josh Brolin and emceed by David Schwimmer. 

For the first time, the evening included a star studded after 
party with a performance by Common and a ce-

lebrity poker tournament, presented by BBO 
Poker Tables, hosted by Olympian Michael 
Phelps, World Series of  Poker champion 
Jamie Gold and emceed by Rob Riggle.

The night’s tournament winners earned 
items such as six months of  private coach-

ing from Gold and a seat at the WSOP main 
event. “Big Game Big Give is our only fundraising event of  
the year,” Giving Back Fund CEO Marc Pollick said. “With the 
money raised last night, we will be able to make in impact in 
the lives of  so many people.” S

SOUTHWEST

MIDNIGHT ROSE HOSTS 
COLORADO ST. EVENT



DAVE LEMMON 
SOUTH FLORIDA

bigdave@pokeractionline.com

LION ROARS TO JACKSONVILLE TITLE 
Hometown hero Jermaine “Lion” Gerlin 

captured the Mid-States Poker Tour 
Main Event for $94K at bestbet Jackson-
ville in Florida. The Jan. 27-29 tourney, 
part of  a 10-event series, drew nearly 400 

entries for a $380K prize pool.
Gerlin’s victory came one year after he fin-

ished fourth in the same event for $32,062. 
“Last year, I came here and got fourth place,” he said after 

16 hours of  play on Day 2. “It feels good to come back this year 
and take it all.” 

 A regular at bestbet Orange Park and bestbet Jacksonville, 
Gerlin said he plays poker to support his family, which includes 
daughters Mara, 3, and Shania, 7.

“Those two poker rooms are among the best in Florida,” he 
said. “I definitely recommend people come check them out.”

Chris Fabozzi of  Tallahassee was runner-up ($56,586), followed 
by Hans Brown of  Columbia, S.C., ($36,705 ), John O’Neal of  
Jacksonville ($25,652) and Ryan Dunn of  Tallahassee ($19,239).

Also, Michael “Mick” Robilotto of  Fernandina Beach captured 
the $100K guarantee MSPT regional event for $26,814. The 
tournament ran Jan. 19-22 and drew 561 runners to create a 
$168,300 prize pool.

The final four players struck a deal that saw them each lock 
up $19K with $7,814 and the title left to play for. 

“It’s exciting,” Robilotto said after the win. “We made a deal 
but there was still a lot of  money up at the top, so once I got 
into shooting distance for the win, I really wanted to get it.”

Joining Robilotto in the final four were Jonathan Cronin, Chris 
Walker and Toby Boas. 

Up next is the WPT DeepStacks series, which runs March 
2-13 and has a $300K guarantee for its $1,500 main event on 
March 10-11. Event 1 has a $100K guarantee and three start-
ing days beginning March 2. For more, go to bestbetjax.com. 

CREEK ENTERTAINMENT GRETNA: There are $200 high hands 
every hour on March 11 from 1-11 p.m. Also, don’t miss the 
$10K guarantee on March 18 at 1 p.m. for $270 and the $5K 
guarantee on March 24 at 7 p.m. ($120). Please see the ad on 
Page 49 for more info.  

PENSACOLA GREYHOUND TRACK: The American Sign Language 
Fundraiser is March 17 (7 p.m.) and March 18 (1 p.m.). Call 
850-456-9800 for details. There are two $10K guarantees this 
month (March 11 and March 25, both at 1 p.m. for $270). 
Satellites for these are on Tuesdays and Thursdays at 7 and on 
Sundays at 1.

South Ambassadors

DAYTONA BEACH RACING AND CARD CLUB: The dates have been an-
nounced for the popular ninth annual Deep Stack Charity Clas-
sic, which will run May 21. If  you have tournament questions, 
call 386-212-9614. Homewood Suites is offering $79 rooms if  
you mention Deep Stack Charity Classic when you book.

GRAND OPENING: The Orange City Poker Room will have a rib-
bon cutting ceremony March 1. See ad on Page 29.

NAME CHANGE: Ocala Poker & Jai-Alai has new ownership and 
has changed its name to Ocala Gainesville Poker. The poker 
room opens daily at 11:30 a.m. and if  you have any questions 
call 352-591-2345 or visit ocalagainesvillepoker.com.

EBRO GREYHOUND PARK: There are plenty of  tourneys in the 
Panhandle room, from Sunday’s $30 mega-satellite to $200 
deepstack tournaments to Wednesday’s $110 event, Friday’s 
$50-$110 bounty or Omaha tournaments and Thursday’s $3K 
guarantee. For more info, call 850-535-4048 ext. 180.

Meet Felica Watkins
One of  the most important people 

at the Beau Rivage poker room is host 
Felica Watkins, who is more like a Team 
Mom than what you’d imagine a host to 

be. Years ago, she worked for the Beau in 
human resources and her job included the 

responsibility of  getting the staff  together for the big tourna-
ment series. She went out of  her way to make sure the best 
dealers were available. When her position was phased out, 
she made the move to the poker room. Watkins has a rec-
ognizable Southern drawl, a tireless effort to make everyone 
feel like they’re important and an undeniable work ethic. 

“I’ve been in the gaming industry for 10.5 years,” she 
said. “My favorite part of  the job is taking care of  the room 
manager, shift managers, dealers and support staff, espe-
cially the traveling dealers. I know we focus on guest service, 
but if  I can keep the employees happy, then the guest service 
will follow.”

When talking about the poker room, she said, “If  anyone 
wants to experience Southern hospitality, the Beau’s poker 
room is the place to be. Starting at the top with our manager 
(Henry Garrison), to our amazing staff  and some of  the finest 
dealers you will come across, you will find nothing but the 
best of  the best at the Beau. We’re truly one big family. … 
I can honestly say, I have the best job on the Gulf  Coast.”
— Jennifer Gay
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saramalowitz@gmail.com

SARA MALOWITZ
CENTRAL FLORIDA

JENNIFER GAY 
 MISS./ARK.

jennifergay80@hotmail.com

TODD LAMANSKY 
MISSOURI

todd.lamansky@gmail.com
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Want to write?
If you would like 
to sign up to be an 
Ambassador, go to 
anteupmagazine.
com/ambassadors
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Michael Graffeo of  Boca Raton took the 
title in the recent WPT DeepStacks 

Main Event of  the Seminole Hard Rock 
Lucky Hearts Poker Open by beating 
1,508 competitors and a tough final table 

in the $1,100 tournament. 
Graffeo, 41, who works in the mortgage 

industry and was playing his first tournament in two months, 
hung on to defeat Dantonio Brown, who led a good portion of  
the event, and former WPT champion Loni Harwood, to collect 
$290K, a $3K WPT DeepStacks Championship package and 
a $5,250 seat in the $5M guarantee Seminole Hard Rock Poker 
Open Championship in August.  

The series kicked off  with the $360 Ultimate Re-entry event 
that drew 4,756 entries to become the second-
largest event in Florida history, giving Hard 
Rock Hollywood the top three spots in the 
state’s tournament attendance records. No-
vember Niner Jerry Wong won the event, 
turning a $360 investment into nearly 
$250K.

Up next is the seventh annual Showdown with 
its $5K main event, which starts March 31 and will be broad-
cast during World Poker Tour season. That expansive series 
starts with a $360 deepstack event that features six opening ses-
sions March 16-18 and a $500K guarantee. Other highlights 
include the Jason Taylor-WPT Foundation charity event (March 
29) and a $2M guarantee Finale (April 2) with a $10K buy-in 

and no re-entries allowed.
SEMINOLE COCONUT CREEK: Elliott Zaydman 

took down the Coco Showdown, winning 
$49,475 along with a $5,250 seat in the 
Seminole Hard Rock Poker Open Cham-
pionship this August in Hollywood. It was 

the second largest cash and fifth victory for 
Zaydman (known as Comrade around South 

Florida’s poker rooms) and came after a heads-up chop with 
Staffan Lind of  Vero Beach.

The event featured a $100K guarantee, but doubled that 
amount when the $1,100 event drew 202 entries.

PBKC: Nine players in a $2-$4 limit game at the Palm Beach 
Kennel Club on Jan. 21 split the $200K-plus bad-beat jackpot 
when Mohammed Khatib of  Vero Beach saw his straight flush lose 
to Susan Barnhart of  Rochester, N.Y., who held a bigger straight 
flush. Khatib took home half  of  the jackpot ($115,593), while 
Barnhart received $57,797. The seven other players at the table 
each collected $11,560.  

“I could hear a huge whoop coming from the poker room,” 
assistant manager Josh Alderson said. “Everyone was applauding 
and congratulating the winners, some of  which were near tears. 
It was more emotional than most bad-beat wins.”

You may remember the poker room set the record for the 
largest bad-beat jackpot hit in South Florida when the room 
paid $504,833 in September 2012.

MATUSON’S REVENGE: Stacy Matuson, co-founder of  the WSOP 
Dealer Academy, got a great deal of  attention for a controver-
sial hand in last summer’s World Series of  Poker. 

The hand (and subsequent others) made a classic villain out 
of  William Kassouf of  Great Britain, who entertained some while 
angering others with his irritating and time-consuming “speech 
play” throughout the late days of  the main event. On the hand 
in question, Matuson folded pocket queens while Kassouf  cel-
ebrated his nine-high bluff. 

On Jan. 11, Matuson challenged Kassouf  on Instagram to 
a special heads-up Grudge Match at the 888Live Festival in 
the Czech Republic in early February. He accepted and the 
best-of-three match was set up for Feb. 2 and was televised on 
888poker’s Twitch channel.

The match was cordial and Matuson said Kassouf, wearing 
his Nine-high Like a Boss T-shirt, was “actually kind of  a plea-
sure to play with. He is not a bad guy. I ended up showing three 
or four bluffs. Five-high, six-high, seven-high.”

In the end, Matuson gained some sweet revenge by winning 
the Grudge Match and she accomplished her goal to “show 
women that you can come back and show that you can play. It 
doesn’t have to be one clip you saw on ESPN and it was just a 
great time.”

Central Florida
NAPLES-FT. MYERS POKER & RACING: If  you’re looking for a high-

value pot-limit Omaha championship outside of  Las Vegas, 
make a stop at the Naples-Ft. Myers Greyhound Track on 
March 31 for the $550 PLO Championship as part of  its an-
nual Poker Championship weekend. 

Starting at noon, this event draws players from both coasts, 
as well as other states. 

The next day is the $1,100 NLHE championship, which 
sports a $100K guarantee. For more info on this and other 
events at the track, visit naplesfortmyersdogs.com. 

SARASOTA KENNEL CLUB: America’s Poker Tour lands in Florida 
for the first time March 31-April 9. Satellites are running daily 
($70 Step 1 to the $250 Step 2) at the One-Eyed Jacks Poker 
Room. The first weekend will feature a $210 mutilday event 
(March 31), a $160 seniors (April 2), A $160 six-max (April 4) 
and $160 pot-limit Omaha (April 5) events. The $1,100 main 
event will feature three starting flights (April 7-8) with Day 2 
and the televised final table on April 9. For more information, 
check out americaspokertour.com.

AMATO SCORES: Those who know the Tampa poker scene know 
one of  the true poker power couples in the area, Shari and Ame-
lio Amato. Shari has made some notable runs, including the tele-
vised final table of  the Heartland Poker Tour in Daytona Beach 
a few years back. They both have made deep runs and final 
tables at many of  the events around the area. 

At the recent Hard Rock Hollywood’s WPT DeepStacks 
$1,100 event, which had a $1M guarantee, Amelio made a run 
this time, finishing just shy of  the final table in 11th place, good 
for $17,529.  

GRAFFEO SHOWS HEART IN S. FLA.
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By Scott Long

Pearl River Resort is doubling down on its relationship 
with the Ante Up Poker Tour, hosting two events in 

2017, starting with the Pearl River Spring Poker Classic from 
March 23-April 2.

The Las Vegas-style resort in the middle of  Mississippi has 
hosted two past AUPT events and, in addition to the Spring 
Poker Classic, will host the Pearl River Poker Open in the fall.

But the focus here is on the Spring Poker Classic, a 14-event 
series highlighted by an $800 main event that boasts a $100K 
guarantee, with the winner appearing on the cover of  Ante Up 

and getting a seat in the 2017 
Ante Up World Championship 
Main Event at Thunder Valley 
Casino Resort in California.

“We are very excited about 
this year’s Pearl River Spring 
Poker Classic schedule,” said 

Paul Dutsch, a veteran tournament 
director known by all players in the South. “Highlights include 
two $100,000 guaranteed weekends, a Monster Stack with 
30,000 starting chips and 30-minute levels, seat-added mega-
satellites for both $100,000 events, three days of  Omaha and a 
seniors event on opening weekend.”

Dutsch said it’s almost impossible to find more play at a $230 
buy-in than the Monster Stack on March 30. 

“Our greatest criteria in designing a tournament schedule 
is the feedback we receive from our guests,” he said. “Players 
know better than anyone what attracts them to an event. We 
try to incorporate what has worked well in the past, along with 
new ideas we receive from our guests.  Please feel free to ap-
proach any of  our tournament staff  if  you have an idea you 
think would work well for a future event.”

One of  the biggest draws to Pearl River tournament series 
is the spacious resort. Owned and operated by the Mississippi 
Band of  Choctaw Indians, Pearl River Resort features two ho-
tel-casinos, Silver Star and Golden Moon, that together offer 
more than 1,000 hotel rooms, 2,350 slot machines, 69 table 
games and a 14-table poker room with a separate tournament 
room, as well as the Dancing Rabbit Golf  Club, Geyser Falls 
Water Theme Park and numerous dining and entertainment 
options. 

Dutsch and his team are keen on helping players get into the 
big events more easily through multiple satellite events. 

“The most popular option has been the seat-added megas,” 
he said. “In the past, they have been exclusively on weekdays 
and only for main-event seats. This year, we have expanded the 
seat-added megas to include Event 1 and the main event.

“Also, new this year is a four-main-event-seat-added mega 
for a $110 buy-in at 3 p.m. Saturday of  the opening weekend. 
We would not be surprised if  this is a very large field,” he said. 
“At the last Pearl River Poker Open, there were more than 
50 players that won their main-event seat through a satellite.  
This spring we are betting the over on 60 players winning a 
main-event seat through a satellite.”

Tournaments are held in a separate, well-designed room, 
complete with tableside food and beverage service, and mul-
tiple TVs so players have clear views of  the tournament clock 
and sporting events from all seats. When not playing in the 
tournaments, players have a short walk to the well-appointed 
poker room for cash-game action.  

“Pearl River Poker Room is a beautiful and spacious room 
with action-packed games, including all the popular games 
such as limit and no-limit hold’em and PLO,” said Denise Dahl, 
poker room manager. “During our major poker tournament 
events, there is a wide range of  live-action games, such as 
$1-$3 and $2-$5 no-limit hold’em, $3-$6 limit hold’em, PLO 
and even Big O.”

Call (601) 663-1040 for great player hotel rates for the series.
“One of  the greatest features the resort has to offer is Danc-

ing Rabbit, with its two award-winning golf  courses courses, 
the Azaleas and the Oaks,” she said. “And we now offer bingo, 
where the player has more ways to win progressive jackpots.” S

AUPT AT PEARL RIVER STARTS MARCH 23

C: 19 
M: 100
Y: 100
K: 10

C: 25 
M: 44
Y: 84
K: 4

C: 42 
M: 84
Y: 74
K: 64

C: 0 
M: 0
Y: 0
K: 100

PEARL RIVER

AUPT Pearl River Spring Poker Classic
MARCH 23, 6 p.m., EVENT 1 DAY 1A: $340 NLHE ($100K guar.)
MARCH 24, 6 p.m., EVENT 1 DAY 1B: $340 
MARCH 25, 11 a.m., EVENT 1 DAY 1C: $340 
MARCH 25, 5 p.m., EVENT 1 DAY 1D: $340 
MARCH 26, 10 a.m., EVENT 2: $230 Seniors
MARCH 26, 11 a.m., EVENT 1 DAY 2
MARCH 26, 2 p.m., EVENT 3: $230 Deepstack
MARCH 26, 5 p.m., EVENT 4: $230 PLO (single re-entry)
MARCH 27, noon, EVENT 5: $150 NLHE
MARCH 27, 4 p.m., EVENT 6: $230 Big O (single re-entry)
MARCH 27, 6 p.m., EVENT 7: $110 NLHE
MARCH 28, noon, EVENT 8: $190 Green Chip Bounty
MARCH 28, 4 p.m., EVENT 9: $230 Omaha/8
MARCH 28, 6 p.m., EVENT 10: $110 NLHE
MARCH 29, noon, EVENT 11: $160 Deepstack (single re-entry)
MARCH 30, noon: $230 Monster Stack
MARCH 31, noon, MAIN EVENT Day 1A: $800 ($100K guarantee)
MARCH 31, 6 p.m., MAIN EVENT Day 1B: $800
APRIL 1, 11 a.m., MAIN EVENT Day 1C: $800
APRIL 1, 5 p.m., MAIN EVENT Day 1D: $800
APRIL 2, 1 p.m., MAIN EVENT Day 2
APRIL 2, 2 p.m., EVENT 13: $190 Deepstack
Structures and satellite schedule can be found at 
anteupmagazine.com/pearlriver
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H PATEL’S TUNICA WIN WAS A BUMPY RIDE

The World Series of  Poker Circuit series at Horseshoe Tu-
nica has crowned Neil Patel as its main-event champion. He 

outlasted a field of  610 entrants in the $1,675 tourney to win 
his first gold ring and pocket $192,152.

“I busted out of  the Monster and the $580 twice,” he said 
of  his bumpy road to the main. “So, I had $150 left and then 
gas to get back. I bought into the nightly and I got third, which 
is $1,700. So, I just bought into the main Friday and bagged 
239K. And then I said, ‘I’m winning this,’ I told myself.”

At the final table, Patel, 36, was up against the likes of  six-
time ring-winner Robert Hankins, four-time ring-winner Scott 
Stewart and three-time ring-winner Martin Ryan.

“I was prepared because I knew there were some World Se-
ries ring-winners at the table,” said Patel of  St. Louis. “You 
always keep that in the back of  your head because these guys 
are pros. They do this for a living. You can tell how they play. It 
was fun to play with them and I think that was a good experi-
ence for me.”

He beat Cory Smith in heads-up play after waking up with 
pocket kings the same hand Smith held ace-king suited.

Other winners were Jeoffrey Noblecourt (Event 1, $365 NLHE, 
$16,350); Juan Rodriguez (Event 2, $365 PLO, $10,709); Alex 
Burney (Event 3, $365 NLHE, $66,723); David Knuckles (Event 
4, $365 turbo, $17,997); Jeter Brock (Event 5, $365 NLHE, 
$14,118); Brian Peery (Event 6, ($365 six-max, $19,793); John 
Holley (Event 7, $365 NLHE, $15,056); Russell Sullivan (Event 8, 

$365 NLHE, $20,018); Steve Dill (Event 9, $365 Monster Stack, 
$37,290); David Collins (Event 10, $580 NLHE, $33,118) and 
Johnny Landreth (Event 12, $365 turbo, $16,877).

Missouri
AMERISTAR ST. CHARLES: The Heartland Poker Tour returns 

March 29-April 10. The schedule wasn’t ready at press time.
HOLLYWOOD CASINO: Cash drawings with prizes ranging from 

$150 to $400 take place every 30 minutes from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 
every Saturday in March. Players receive a ticket for walking 
into the room, each time you make a straight (or better) and 
every time aces get cracked at your table. Tickets are good for 
that day only. Contact the poker room for more details.

LUMIERE PLACE: Gregory Beyer is the property’s newest full-time 
supervisor. Shortly after featuring him in our November 2015 
issue, the St. Louis-area native, who was born and raised in 
O’Fallon, Ill., left Ameristar St. Charles for Horseshoe South-
ern Indiana, where he was a dual-rate from March 2016 to 
January of  this year. He came back home to be closer to family. 
His first supervisor job in poker was at Ameristar St. Charles 
when it was still a Stations property. He also was a dual-rate at 
the now-defunct River City room and was a travelling dealer. 

Louisiana

L’AUBERGE BATON ROUGE: The Red Stick Poker Room’s $30K 
Spring Into Cash promotion allows you to earn your way into 
the $30K freeroll May 13 at 11 a.m. The top 60 players with 
the most time accrued until May 8 will qualify. For more info, 
go to lbatonrouge.com.

HARRAH’S NEW ORLEANS: The World Series of  Poker Circuit, 
which is the final WSOPC of  the season before the World Se-
ries in Las Vegas, runs May 11-22, but schedule details haven’t 
been released yet.

AMBASSADOR NEEDED: Do you live in Louisiana and would like 
to be our Ante Up Ambassador for your state? Please be sure 
to go to anteupmagazine.com/ambassador and fill out an ap-
plication.

North Carolina
HARRAH’S CHEROKEE: The WSOPC will be April 13-24, but the 

schedule wasn’t finalized at press time. S 

MERCHANDISE

anteupmagazine.com/shop

Neil Patel wasn’t 
running well, but 

he decided to enter 
the $150 nightly. 

He cashed and 
turned that into 

$192K and his 
first ring.





Meet Jason Koon
Pro Jason Koon, 31, recently won the 

PokerStars Championship’s first $100K 
Super High Roller, beating more than 
40 players for $1.65M, so Ante Up felt it 

was time you met him. 
He’s from Weston, W. Vir., and has been 

playing live poker since 2008. 
Where does this PokerStars win rank for you? This could be 

the best. … I’ve won the $50Ks and the $25Ks before, but 
I’ve never closed out a $100K. And this is the $100K, you 
know?

How has your game grown recently? This is not going to make 
some people happy, but I don’t believe to be the best player 
in the world you can be a purely-feel player. I’m not saying 
there isn’t a live element, and it still exists, and you need to 
be great at live reads and tells and things like that. But your 
fundamentals have to be precise if  you want to win at the 
highest stakes. It helps from an execution standpoint and 
it also helps from an ego standpoint, because I execute the 
strategy that I think is best. I don’t get caught up in these 
leveling wars and ego-fests. If  I make a play and I bust, if  
I thought I was the right play, I don’t feel so bad about it.

Do you still have goals? I do have a lot of  goals, mainly just 
personal goals: understanding myself  better, getting better 
at the game. I think there’s a finite amount of  time and the 
window is closing on making a good living at no-limit and 
I’d like to ride that out because I love the game. And I’d 
like to retire thinking that I put the most into it and that 
I ended up being one of  the best players. Just working on 
my skills at the game, trying to stay humble, trying to stay 
hungry. — News wires

BORGATA WPO GOES TO WEINMAN
The Borgata in Atlantic City claimed fourth place in World 

Poker Tour’s all-time-most-entries list after its 2017 WPT 
Winter Open series on Jan. 17-25. The $2M guarantee open-
ing event ($560) drew an astounding 5,512 entrants, totaling 
$2.756M for the final prize pool. With seven players left stand-
ing, the table agreed to a chop for six figures each, ranging 
from $216,155 to $153,832. Aristoteles Neto took home top 
pay and the trophy as chipleader, followed by Rob Nguyen for 
$205,048 and Ralph Macri for $204,773.

Moe Farah, one of  Philadelphia’s most recognized tourna-
ment pros, came in sixth in the opener for $171,244, marking 
his 91st tournament cash and his biggest live earning. Farah 
also has made a name in New Jersey’s online gaming sites, 
being the sole player to win two $50K majors on the same 
day. Farah completed the series with a 20th-place finish for 
$18,605 in the $3M main event, which drew a record-breaking 
1,312 entrants.

“Once we got down to two tables in the opener, most of  the 
more experienced players were eliminated, leaving everyone 
else playing a much tighter game,” Farah said. “I tried to take 
advantage of  that by constantly applying pressure, winning a 
bunch of  small pots. The main event, however, was a com-
pletely different story. I was stuck playing with some of  the best 
players in the world.”

Surprisingly enough, the championship final table had 
only one player, Daniel Weinman, with a career live earnings of  
$1M-plus. Weinman, a mixed-game cash player of  eight years, 
dominated the final table on his 29th birthday. After an amaz-
ing Day 4 of  running extremely well, Weinman took home the 
trophy and $892,433.

CSOP: Charity Series of  Poker gathered 111 players for the 
$220 event in hopes of  raising funds for Support the Kid, a 
non-profit volunteering organization for children with can-
cer. Matt Stout, founder of  CSOP, won the event after going 
heads-up with T.J. Shulman, claiming his first Borgata trophy.

“Since Borgata has been my home casino for around a de-
cade, the fact that I didn’t have a BPO trophy before this event 
was downright embarrassing,” said Stout, who felt shy about 
winning the event he founded. “I’m just glad the families of  
children with cancer will be receiving more than four times the 
amount I won.”  The event raised $12K-plus.

The next CSOP will be in July at the World Series of  Poker 
in Las Vegas.

SUGARHOUSE: Poker Night in America is scheduled to make its third 
appearance at the Philadelphia property this month. There 

Northeast Ambassadors

will be a heads-up session on March 19 between Mike Dentale and 
Cate Hall, which was provoked by a recent Twitter war, as well 
as full-ring session packed with high-profile cash players from 
around the world. SugarHouse will host a tournament series 
throughout the month.

“The SugarHouse PNIA on the weekend of  March 17 is go-
ing to be great.” PNIA’s Matt Glantz said. “We have a handful of  
big-name pros attending the event: Phil Hellmuth, Doug Polk, Shaun 
Deeb, Olivier Busquet, as well as myself. (It) will be live-streamed 
on twitch.tv/pokernighttv and then produced for TV at a later 
date. It should be an epic event.”
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to sign up to be an 
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Michael Camacho beat Daniel Heyman to win the $250 Winter 
Poker Meltdown at Turning Stone for $22,456. It was the 

first victory. Heyman got $17K for second. Lue Huang, who was 
third, pocketed $9,923, while Veerab Zakarian earned $6,899 for 
fourth. With 507 entrants, the prize pool was $106,470. 

Scott Miller, from nearby Syracuse, received $5,164 for fifth. 
Alan Findlay of  Scotland won the $200 deepstack turbo bounty 

in a chop for $1,651. He once won the $300 event of  the Fall 
Poker Classic 16 at Seneca Niagara and has seven victories since 
2013. Michael Baldwin was second at Turning Stone ($1,650). The 
prize pool for the deepstack turbo was $4,650.

Up next is the March Mania Hold’em Series (ad at left). 

Connecticut
FOXWOODS CASINO RESORT: Running March 18-April 3, the Fox-

woods Poker Classic guarantees $1.5M. The series features 20 
events, including the $2,200 championship, which has a $400K 
guarantee. Event 1 is a $600 tourney with re-entries and a whop-
ping $500K guarantee. The series closes with Event 20, a $300 
big stack with re-entries on April 3. The guarantee is $25K. For 
more, go to foxwoods.com or see the ad on the next page. 

In other tourney news, Peter Sennon and Rami Jradeh earned 
$14,070 apiece in the $400 MLK Holiday Special, though Sen-
non was credited with the win. David Grandieri was third ($11K).

Overall, there were 241 participants, bringing the prize pool 
to $81,118. 

Mid-Atlantic
MGM NATIONAL HARBOR: The new property in Maryland has 

started tournaments on Monday and Wednesday mornings. 
The no-limit hold’em events begin at 11 and cost $120 for a 
20K starting stack.

MARYLAND LIVE: Please see the ad on the back cover for the 
$1M Madness high-hand giveaways all month.

DOVER DOWNS HOTEL AND CASINO: The poker room continues to 
host its popular Getaway Weekend, running March 17-19. 

On March 17, there’s a $20K guarantee at 11:15 a.m. for 
$215, 25-minute blinds and a 30K starting stack. At 7:15 p.m., 
there’s a $1,500 guarantee for $35, 20-minute blinds and a 30K 
stack. March 18 is a $40K guarantee at 11:15 a.m. for $275, 
30-minute blinds and 30K stack. At 7:15 p.m. is $1,500 guaran-
tee for $35, 15-minute blinds and 30K chips. On March 19 at 
11:15 a.m. is a $10K guarantee for $115.

VIRGINIA PASSES BILL: Virginia passed Senate Bill 1400, which 
classifies poker as a game of  skill. The bill also establishes a reg-
ulatory framework for legal tournaments. The bill passed out of  
a recent key senate committee and then progressed to consider-
ation on the senate floor, where it was read without objection. It 
has moved to the House of  Delegates.

CHARITY POKER: The Montclair Lions’ 12th annual Interested 
Classic charity tournament will be March 18 at noon. Dona-
tions are $60 per seat. There’s a $5K guarantee, though the 
2016 payout exceeded $11,500. The event will be at 3800 Gra-
ham Park Road in Dumfries, Va. For more info, contact Dave 
Marr at 703-670-8590 or Jim Cech at 703-680-2363. S

NORTHEAST

Camacho wins Meltdown in N.Y.





anteupchad@gmail.com

CHAD HOLLOWAY 
 WISCONSIN

COMPUTER CONQUERS HUMANS IN PA.
The three-week match at Rivers Casino in Pittsburgh pit-

ting a computer algorithm, designed by a team from 
Carnegie Mellon University, against four poker pros recently 
concluded with the CMU emerging victorious. Before the 
match, the CMU team calculated that it would need $7.70 per 
hand over the course of  the 120K heads-up, no-limit hold’em 
hands played for the win to be deemed “statistically signifi-
cant.” The algorithm, nicknamed Libratus, easily surpassed 
that mark, defeating the players by $1,766,250, for an average 
of  $14.70 per hand. A previous algorithm called Claudico lost 
to a human team two years ago. It should be noted the play-
ers weren’t using real money, but they were competing on a 
performance-based reward system, being paid from a $200K 
prize pool.  

JACK CASINO CLEVELAND: The Jack Poker Classic, which runs  
March 18-26, has a $730 buy-in and a $200K guarantee for its 
main event. Smaller tournaments are running daily. 

In cash games on Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays, the 
Good Morning Splash promotion is running every half-hour 
from 8:30 a.m. to noon ($150 splash to the table with the best 
five-card hand). Then from 8 p.m. to midnight, the Flushball 
promotion awards $150 every hour to the player with the high-
est flush of  each suit. On Wednesdays, the Hump Day High 
Hand pays $220 every 20 minutes from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m.

JACK CASINO CINCINNATI: The new March Mania promotion 
features $84K in giveaways over the course of  12 days, in-
cluding $24K on the final day. Various high hands, high-card 
drawings and splash pots are all part of  the mix.

THE MEADOWS: From 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on the second Saturday 
of  the month, $300 will be awarded every hour for the high 
hand of  the qualifying period as $4,500 total will be awarded. 
Also, make a royal flush and win the progressive jackpot. The 
current amount is posted in the room. 

HOLLYWOOD CASINO COLUMBUS: The room has been doing some 
great promotions for cash games in recent months. Full details 
are listed on its Facebook page.

HOLLYWOOD CASINO TOLEDO: The room has been paying high 
hands every 30 minutes on Thursdays (4 p.m.-midnight), Fri-
days (4-2 a.m.), Saturdays (noon-2 a.m.) and Sundays (noon-
10 p.m.). The minimum qualifying hand is aces full of  deuces 
and both hole cards must play. Other cash-game promotions 
include Hollywood Awards, where players win by making any 
of  the 29 qualifying hands, and play three consecutive hours 
between 3 a.m. and noon and receive $30 in chips added to 
your stack (qualify twice and receive $60).

Midwest Ambassadors

Chicagoland
AMERISTAR EAST CHICAGO: Michael Hahn of  Carmel, Ind., out-

lasted 590 entries to capture the Heartland Poker Tour Main 
Event, winning $190K. After having his best year in 2016, the 
poker pro started 2017 by surpassing the $1M mark in career 
tournament earnings.

Stan Jablonski, who made his ninth HPT final table, was the 
first to exit the televised table. Vinh Tran, who won the MSPT 
main event in Milwaukee last year, finished fifth. Nadya Magnus, 
considered one of  Chicagoland’s best female players, just missed 
making the final table. The prize pool was nearly $850K.

The $300 Monster Stack continues to break records as the 
largest in HPT history, this time with 1,392 entries, creating a 
record prize pool of  $355K. Deividas Monkevicius, who finished 
third in April, won for $43K.

Windy City Poker Championship Team Pros Sam Miller and 
James Battaglia finished 1-2 in the $200 six-max. Miller, who 
picked up $6K for the win, was runner-up in last year’s Ameri-
ca’s Poker Tour opener. The HPT returns May 5-15.

HORSESHOE SOUTHERN INDIANA: The Midwest Regional Poker 

Meet Peixin Liu
Peixin Liu of  Blaine, Minn., often 

can be found making a deep run in a 
tournament at one of  the Minnesota 
cardrooms. He’s amassed $550K-plus 

in lifetime earnings, which includes two 
firsts and a second in Mid-States Poker Tour 

events, winning the Mayhem in May event at Running 
Aces and the $500 Minnesota State Poker Championship 
at Canterbury Park. Liu emigrated from Beijing to pursue 
a Ph.D. in dental research and has a thriving business as a 
dentist.  

What do you enjoy most about playing poker and how often do 
you play? I started playing about 15 years ago. What I enjoy 
the most of  the game is its competitiveness and relaxation 
at the same time after busy work. I used to play more but 
now I play roughly once a week.

What do you consider your biggest achievement in poker? I 
do not consider myself  a player with a big achievement, 
though I do enjoy some respect from the poker community 
in Minnesota. I’d like to participate in more tournaments at 
national or international levels in the future. — John Somsky
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Championship is March 9-19. The $250 deepstack opener will 
have three Day 1s and the $760 main event is March 18 at noon.

BELTERRA CASINO RESORT: The HPT visits March 9-20; please 
see the ad on Page 35 for details.

HORSESHOE HAMMOND: Alen Omeralovic won the Winter Warm Up 
main event for $50K. The Chicago Classic runs March 2-13.

MAJESTIC STAR: The $2-$5 NLHE games have a $5 timed rake 
every half-hour. There’s a new $180 Black Chip bounty event 
every Sunday at 3 p.m. Players receive $100 for each knockout.

CHARITY: Raising the Stakes for Vision, a poker tourney  and 
casino night March 2, has a grand prize of  a $10K WSOP seat. 
Go to chicagolighthouse.org for details.

Iowa
HORSESHOE COUNCIL BLUFFS: The World Series of  Poker Circuit 

returns March 30-April 9. There will be 13 ring events, includ-
ing a senior event. The most lucrative will be the $1,675 main 
event April 7. There are several $365 events and a $250 tourney. 

MESKWAKI CASINO: The Mid-States Poker Tour returns March 
19-26. There will be satellites as cheap as $65 to win entry to the 
$1,100 main event. 

GRAND FALLS CASINO: Poker Championship is March 2-5 ($300). 
PRAIRIE MEADOWS: The monthly WSOP main-event satellite is 

March 19. You can win a $12K package for just a $200 buy-in. 
DIAMOND JO CASINO: The bad-beat jackpot was $235K-plus. 

Minnesota
CANTERBURY PARK: The Shakopee, Minn., property 

kicked off  the year with its popular $275 Cheap & 
Deep tournament series, which features five Day 1 
flights. Duane Anderson of  Bemidji, Minn., outlasted 
650 entries to take home $30,456 of  the $143K 

prize pool. This cash more than doubled his career 
earnings. Runner-up Paul Carney earned his largest cash 

($16,302).
Canterbury Park ended January with the Great Minnesota 

Freeze Out, its annual $1,100 tournament. Blake Bohn and Peixin 
Liu, two Minnesota superstars, went heads-up for the top spot. 
They chopped $65K for an undisclosed amount as Bohn was 

the official winner. The event drew 157 entries and 
produced a $152,290 prize pool.

RUNNING ACES CASINO: Jeffrey Petronack of  Hugo, 
Minn., won $30,070 at the Big Stack Avalanche 

in Columbus, Minn. Petronack, on the heels of  a 
third-place finish of  the Great Minnesota Freeze Out, 

faced Andrew Redleaf heads-up. Both players fought for their larg-
est career cash, but in the end, Petronack came out on top send-
ing Redleaf  home with $17,718.

Wisconsin
POTAWATOMI HOTEL & CASINO: Season 8 of  the MSPT kicked off  

here in early January with a $350 regional event, which was the larg-
est tournament by attendance in state history with 1,228 entries. 
After two long days of  play, 32-year-old Craig Trost, a professional 
in the life-sciences field, emerged victorious to capture the title 
and $63,252. Look for a recap of  the first WSOPC at Potawa-
tomi next month.S

MIDWEST
Continued from previous page
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For the third year in a row, poker players across North Amer-
ica showed just how much generosity is in their hearts.

Ante Up and Blue Shark Optics created Restock the Shelves 
to do just that: restock the shelves of  food banks that got de-
pleted during the holiday season. 

This year, 36 casinos and poker venues participated, encour-
aging players to donate money or food items, all of  which went 
to a food bank near the venue. Some casinos offered bonus tour-
nament units or raffle tickets to encourage donations. Others 
had bins prominently displayed in their poker rooms, reminding 

players daily of  the need in their communities and all made an 
impressive difference. 

This year, enough food and money was collected to feed an 
estimated 88,715 people. For the three past years, the overall 
tally is just shy of  200,000 people. If  you ever doubt the good 
the collective poker community can do, that’s hard evidence of  
why you shoudn’t.

We thank every poker venue that participated this year and 
every player who thought of  others before thinking of  them-
selves. We’ll see you again next year!

Ho-Chunk Gaming Wisconsin Dells
Players got a 500 bonus units for every food item donated, 
up to a maximum of 
10 donations at the 
Baraboo casino, and 
343 pounds of food 
was collected for the 
St. Vincent de Paul 
Baraboo Food Pantry. 
“People who didn’t 
bring anything with 
them ran out to our 
convenience store to 
make their purchases,” 
director of poker 
Samantha Thomas said. 
“I was surprised and thrilled that so many people came out 
for a good cause considering the Packers were on.”

SugarHouse Casino
Ante Up Ambassador Jo Kim was on hand as players were encouraged to donate cash or food 
items, resulting in $256 and 60 food items being donated to Philabundance in Pennsylvania.

Bend Poker Room
The Oregon poker room offered 1K bonus units for each food 
donation and 5,000 units for every $10 add-on. The 21 players 
collectively donated seven grocery bags of food items and $389 
for the Bethlehem Inn.

Inn of the Mountain Gods Resort and Casino
The Mescalaro, N.M., casino gave players bonus tournament chips for donating up 10 food items, resulting in a 
plenty of donations for the Lincoln County Food Bank.

Horseshoe Hammond Casino
Thanks to donations from players and a generous contribution from Ante Up Ambassador “Chicago” Joe Giertuga, 
$321 and 29 food items was collected to benefit Greater Hammond Community Services Inc. in Indiana.

Red Hawk Casino
Players who donated $1 or a food item to the El Dorado County 
Food Bank got 2K chips at this Placerville, Calif., casino. More 
than $111 and 37 pounds of food was collected.

Pechanga Resort & Casino
Throughout January, players at this Temecula, Calif., casino got 1,000 bonus units in any 
tournament Monday-Friday for donating a food item. More than 1,000 items were collected for 
the Temecula Pantry. “They will go a long way in helping us be a blessing to our neighbors,” said 
Randy Taylor of Temecula Pantry. “You continue to amaze and humble me with your generosity. 
Thank you just doesn’t seem to be an adequate response, but thank you nonetheless.”

ParkWest Casino Sonoma
For the first two weeks of January, every player at this 
Petaluma, Calif., cardroom got a raffle ticket for great prizes for 
every food item they donated, with no maximum. Redwood 
Empire Food Bank received 480 food items from the promotion.

88,715
RESTOCK THE SHELVES

Melbourne Greyhound Park
The Club 52 cardroom held a tournament and collected food 
daily, resulting in more than $500 worth of food and cash 
being donated to Daily Break Melbourne in Florida.

FireKeepers Casino Hotel
Players at the 
Battle Creek 
casino got 200 
more tournament 
chips for every 
food item they  
donated up to a 
maximum of five, 
and 1,000 more 
for making a $10 
donation, result-
ing in $1,532 and 
153 pounds of 
food being col-
lected for the Food 
Bank of South 
Central Michigan.



Hon-Dah Resort Casino
The Pinetop, Ariz., casino held two tournaments, adding $1K to the prize 
pool for each and gave players extra chips and raffle tickets for donating 
up to five food items to the Love Kitchen and United Food Bank. Players 
donated 250 cans.

Jack Cleveland Casino
More than $6K and 1,000 cans of food, benefitting the Greater Cleveland Food Bank, were collected over the course of two sold-out 
tournaments at this Cleveland casino. “I’m so proud of our poker players and the generosity they showed for the Greater Cleveland 
Food Bank,” poker room manager Brian Weaver said. “Their donations will provide more than 26,000 meals to people in need. The 
players significantly exceeded our expectations and had a great time giving back. We’re already looking forward to next year.”

Harrah’s Cherokee Casino Resort
Players got tournament chips for making a donation to the Community Table of Jackson 
County in North Carolina and $2,131 was raised.

Seneca Niagara Casino & Hotel
Players who donated food items or cash got a Restock the Shelves T-shirt, and $303 and 300 
food items were donated to the Community Mission of Niagara Frontier in New York.

Maryland Live
Players donated about 440 items and $640 for the Anne Arundel County Food and 
Resource Bank and got bonus units during a tournament at the Hanover, Md., casino.

Windy City Poker Championship
Players were encouraged to bring in food items during several events in 
January, resulting in more than 300 items being donated to the Sheridan 
Carroll Food Pantry in Illinois. WCPC plans to continue to collect food at 
events once or twice a month all year.

Tampa Bay Downs
Ante Up publishers Scott Long and Christopher Cosenza and Blue Shark Optics founder Kerry Karoutsos oversaw a tournament and several 
raffles at this Tampa, Fla., cardroom that raised $1,538 and collected 187 cans for the Mattie Williams Neighborhood Family Center. Two dozen 
raffle prizes were donated by poker companies and local merchants, and players who donated a food item got a raffle ticket for an Ante Up 
Poker Cruise package, won by Ari Prostak.

Orangeville Poker Tour
Greg Hartwick knocked out Team Blue Shark Optics member 
Steve Kerr to win a pair of Blue Shark Optics as $90 and 142 
items were collected to benefit the Orangeville Food Bank.

Livermore Casino  
Players donated food items to Tri-Valley Haven during two tournaments 
to get a bonus 1K units, and a 50-50 raffle sent half of the proceeds to Tri-
Valley in California. The winner of the raffle donated, too. Ante Up volunteer 
Kathy Stahl was on hand for both events, serving as a bounty and selling 
raffle tickets. Livermore also raffled off some casino gear. All told, Tri-Valley 
received $600 and many shelves of food items. 

Jackson Rancheria Casino Resort
Players who donated a food item for any of three tour-
neys got 500-2,000 bonus chips, resulting in 127 items 
donated to the Interfaith Food Bank in California.

RESTOCK THE SHELVES

Oxford  Downs
Players and employees at the Summerfield, Fla., 
cardroom collected a couple hundred pounds of food 
to benefit Interfaith Emergency Services.

Minneapolis Rounders
The poker group asked players to donate two food 
items to Sharing and Caring Hands as more than 
100 pounds of food was collected.

Kontenders USA
The Cary, N.C., league gave players 1,000 chips for each food item up to five they 
donated during the event at Break Time Billiards. United States Veterans Corps 
received 480 food items from the event. 
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Elsewhere
Aside from the events in poker venues, Advanced Poker Training donated $5 to the Citizens for Social Justice Food Bank 
in Florida for every member who used a discount code. DesJgn Playing Cards donated sheets of uncut cards to some 
venues for prize giveaways and Kicker Problem designed and sold the official Restock the Shelves T-shirts, with profits 
benefitting SHARE in Ft. Lauderdale, Fla., and the Nevada SPCA in Las Vegas, so animals could be fed, too. S

Ameristar East Chicago
Ante Up Ambassador “Chicago” Joe Giertuga was on hand as more than 700 food 
items were collected for the Food Bank of Northwest Indiana during the Heartland 
Poker Tour event. Players got 2,000 bonus units for donating at least five food items. 

Daytona Beach 
Racing & Card Club

Players who donated $1 or a 
food item for any event in the 
Great American Poker Blizzard 

series got a raffle ticket to win a 
$330 championship-event seat, 

resulting in more than $500 and 
plenty of food items donated to 
the Jerry Doliner Food Bank and 

St. Vincent de Paul Society.

Cool Mule Poker
John Pratt knocked out Team Blue Shark Optics pro 
Steve Brydson to win a pair of Blue Shark Optics. Also, 
$420 and two large bags of food were donated to 
Churchill United Church Food Bank in Ontario.

Foxwoods Resort Casino
Players raised more than $500 to support the United Way of 
Southeastern Connecticut during a tournament where the 
Mashantucket casino awarded five $200 satellite seats to a tourney 
for players who donated.

Derby Lane
Ante Up publisher Chris Cosenza was on hand as 
players received 5K chips for donating two food items 
at the St. Petersburg, Fla., cardroom, resulting in more 
than 100 pounds of food donated to the Metropolitan 
Ministries.

Miami Poker Society
Alvin Ruangsomboon won the event at 
Lost Weekend in Miami Beach and a seat 
in a Las Vegas tournament, but the real 
winner was Curley’s House, which received 
hundreds of food items from players.

RESTOCK THE SHELVES

Lucky Chances
Players who made a $20 donation at the 
Colma, Calif., cardroom got a bonus 3,000 
units and those who donated a food item 
got 1,000 more. All told, $2,840 and 127 
food items went to the North Peninsula Food 
Pantry & Dining Center of Daly City.

Harrah’s Southern California
Players at the Valley Center, Calif., casino brought 
in food throughout the month of January, resulting 
in 50 food items being donated to the San Diego 
Food Bank.

Parx Casino
Ante Up Ambassador Jo Kim was on hand as players were encouraged to donate cash or food items, resulting in $279 
and 135 pounds of food items donated to Bucks County Housing Group in Pennsylvania.

Pearl River Resort
For six weeks, players who donated food items to the Mississippi United Methodist Chahta Mission got a raffle ticket and 
those who donated food items or cash during tournaments got 1,000 bonus chips. The twin promotions collected $1,200 
and 600 pounds of food at the Choctaw, Miss., casino and garnered a news report on local TV station WTOK.

Seminole Casino 
Coconut Creek
Players were asked to bring in food 
items during two tournaments, 
resulting in 75 pounds of food 
being donated to Feeding South 
Florida.

Georgetown Poker
Players donated food for the 

Salvation Army Oakville Community 
Church in Ontario while competing to 

win seats in Fallsview Classic.

Running Aces Casino Racetrack
The Columbus. Minn., cardroom held a freeroll 
where players could get 3K more units for donating 
a food item. Family Pathways received $711 and 
121 food items from the promotion.
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Here’s one I haven’t had to deal with before and I’ve been 
running tournaments of  30-40 players for almost 12 years. 

When we reach the final table, we draw new seats, move our 
chips and take a break. 

Somehow, when we returned, Player 8 sat 
behind Player 7’s stack and Player 7 sat behind 
Player 8’s stack. This went on for nearly two or-
bits until Player 7 realized his stack appeared to 
be about 75K short. 

I asked what card he had picked and we real-
ized the seating mishap. Both players paid their 
blinds, won minuscule pots and no one really 
did any damage to the other’s stack. 

In light of  these facts, I simply told both players to sit in their 
correct seats and, thankfully, without protest they did. 

Was this the correct call? How should it have been handled? 
Should someone’s stack have been hurt or even been eliminat-
ed? — Greg via email

ELLIOTT SAYS: I can see where this might happen once in a blue 
moon because the dealer at the final table will not have dealt to 
the players in their new seat assignments and possibly not really 
be 100 percent sure who is supposed to sit where. 

This is one of  those situations where the correct answer is “It 
depends.” The TDA doesn’t cover this rare situation other than 
to say all players are responsible for correct seat assignments.

On a side note, I’m hoping the TDA doesn’t choose to bring 
this up for discussion this summer at our next gathering.

Your players didn’t do anything truly consequential and you 
did the right thing by putting them in their proper seats with 
their proper chip stacks. Had anything serious occurred such as 
a big pot won or lost, I would be inclined to make a golf  ruling 
and let them “Play it where it lays.” 

This is more of  a big-picture version of  a not-a-misdeal rul-
ing. It does get dicey, as in Pandora’s Box dicey, in this spot. I 
would be hesitant to make a player whole by replacing his in-
advertently spent chips if  he said nothing for a decent amount 
of  time. 

Also, if  we can be certain one or both players intentionally 
sat behind the wrong stack, then one or both should be disquali-
fied and their remaining chips removed from play.

 With a little effort on yours and the dealer’s part, this can be 
avoided. You can give the dealer a pen and paper and the dealer 
can write down each person’s name after they move their chips. 
This is player-friendly and lets the dealers learn the names of  
unfamiliar players. This is great for generating tips, too. Atten-
dance can then be taken when the players return from break. 
You can give seat cards or some other kind of  ticket with a seat 
assignment written down so that each player must return the 
ticket or card to sit down after the break.

— Elliott Schecter is poker room manager at Hollywood Casino Toledo. 
Email questions to editor@anteupmagazine.com. 

ELLIOTT 
SCHECTER

CALL THE FLOOR

RIGHT PLAYERS, WRONG 
STACKS, SO NOW WHAT?



STRATEGY: COACH’S CORNER

During the first series of  the recent Dallas-Green Bay play-
off  game, Dallas had Green Bay pinned and stopped, 

only to get caught with 12 men on the field, which gave Green 
Bay a new set of  downs and ended up in a long drive and a 

Green Bay touchdown. You’ll never hear about 
this blunder or the long drive that followed. 
History only will remember the last-second 
field goal and the exciting ending. 

If  you find yourself  getting deep into tour-
naments, only to be forced to play a last-ditch-
effort hand because you were short (fewer than 
10 big blinds), you just might be making mis-
takes leading up to that point and it’s worth-

while to explore the idea that we can minimize our errors. Let’s 
explore three common mistakes:

MISTAKE NO. 1: Many solid players avoid playing from behind 
and I can’t blame anybody for that. But sometimes we get 
knocked out of  a tournament and we want to evaluate the last 
hand. 

Did we play it right? Should we have picked a better spot? 
What we’re forgetting is lost opportunities that occurred hours 
before. Tournament players who get more than their fair share 

of  the prize money have a knack for chip accumulation. Mr. 
Big Hit didn’t get to the final table with a big stack because of  
his patience. You have to prod yourself  to get in there and mix 
it up. Playing to survive is Mistake No. 1.

MISTAKE NO. 2: Evaluating the last hand accomplishes nothing. 
Tournaments can be grueling. Putting hours of  play only to 
end up driving home at midnight five spots from the money is 
painful and depressing. 

At this point, you’re exhausted. Write down hands of  inter-
est at all breaks. Use your phone or a notepad. By the time you 
dust off  your misery, you’ll have precious cargo. 

You’ll have plenty of  hands to analyze and you’ll be able to 
better your game. Mistake No. 2 is poor hand-analysis habits.

MISTAKE NO. 3: Many players, including me, burn much more 
energy in tournament play than at a cash game. Avoid playing 
cash before and after the tournament. Start the tournament 
feeling good. 

Be prepared. Exercise before you play. Review some notes 
from our accurate record-keeping. Give your brain a chance. 
Mistake No. 3 is not being prepared.
— Mark Brement has spent 15 years teaching and coaching all facets of 
poker, including at Pima CC. Email him at brementmark@gmail.com. 

PREPARATION WILL WARD OFF BLUNDERS

MARK 
BREMENT
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To influence opponents, the size of  your stack matters a 
great deal. How deep you or opponents are should dictate 

the size of  your bet and the anticipated action you may receive. 
It’s also critical in tournaments for you to calculate the ratio of  

the blinds to the shorter stack in the hand and 
yourself. 

There will be three categories of  stacks to 
identify: short, medium and big. 

A short-stacked player normally has 10 or 
fewer big blinds remaining, while a me-
dium stack falls between 11-50 times the 
big blind. The big stack 50-plus times 
the big blind.

Position associated with a small stack is usually 
inconsequential, as you will be betting your stack 
preflop or on the flop. 

You will stand the greatest chance of  winning 
and doubling up when you enter the pot first, hold-
ing a pair or Broadway face cards. 

If  you enter the pot with a small or medium pair, you 
should not expect to improve your hand. When holding 
cards that aren’t strong, it’s in your best interest to try to reduce 
the amount of  opponents as much as you can. 

You would be fortunate to create a heads-up showdown situ-
ation. 

With a medium stack, the urgency to get involved and com-
mitted into a hand is diminished. You’re not faced with the 
prospects of  making a stand or quickly committing the remain-
der of  your chips. 

Having some wiggle room allows you to raise, seeking an 
advantage, yet enables you to release a holding (you are not 

pot-committed), to a significant reraise or hefty all-in 
move by a bigger stack. 

Medium-stack players look more to not getting in-
volved and pass on many hands, so notice their play; 
it’s important. Usually when they commit, they’ll 
commit with an all-in bet.

Position becomes an essential factor on all bet-
ting rounds when afforded a big stack. 

With a big stack, position allows you to evalu-
ate the bets by others (size relationship to the pot), 
calculate pot odds, choose who you want to play 

against (you might not play a hand, seeing a solid/
aggressive player reraise the pot, before your turn to 

bet. 
— Al Spath is the former Dean at Poker School Online and contin-

ues to teach poker online and live. His free YouTube Poker Channel (Al 
Spath) has hundreds of instructional videos to view. Al’s live broadcasts 
are on TwitchTV: follow (PositivePokerInsiders). Contact Al directly at 
alspath@alspath.com with questions coaching inquires.

AL 
SPATH

STACK SIZES MATTER REGARDING ACTION
POKER INSIDER



Many of  us have abandoned our New Year’s resolutions, 
settled into old habits and are comfortable. I know I 

have: I haven’t lost the weight I wanted to; I haven’t increased 
my time at the gym and the like. 

Why? Resolutions are like wishes. We want them to come 
true without the work. Today, you and I need to start putting 
in the work and instead set goals. Even the most elite players 
set goals for what they would like to accomplish. The prime 

example is Daniel Negreanu, who posts his goals 
as a motivator. 

As Yogi Berra once said, “If  you don’t know 
where you are going, you will wind up some-
where else.”

Poker players at all levels should be setting 
specific goals. Of  course the goals will vary for 
each player and as they move up the chain, 

goal-setting becomes more important. 
Goals need to be SMART, and I’ve written about this in past 

issues. 
SPECIFIC: Goals cannot be vague. What, who, when, where, 

why? I want to play two tournaments a week and want to see 
specific improvement.

MEASURABLE: You have to know when you reach a goal. How 
much, how many, how will I know? I will cash in one tourna-
ment a month.

ATTAINABLE: Goals cannot be passive and it should be ac-
tion-oriented. A goal also has to have a good chance of  be-
ing achieved. I will get some coaching, read some poker books 
and watch videos. Set aside the time to play and reassess in six 
months.

REALISTIC: You can’t set a goal of  not being sucked out on, but 
you can set a goal of  getting your money in with the best hand. 
Is this realistic in my life? Are there enough tournaments I can 
play? Do I have the bankroll?

TIMELY: There’s always a time factor. Can the goal be accom-
plished in the time allotted and does the timing make sense? Do 
I have the time to play these events? If  so, set it.

SMART goal-setting allows greater achievement and even-
tually peak performance. Your goals might be more compli-
cated and more specific. 

If  you have a coach or poker buddy, run your SMART goals 
through them. And always keep your head in the game. 
— Dr. Stephen Bloomfield is a licensed psychologist and avid poker 
player. Email him at editor@anteupmagazine.com. 

STEPHEN 
BLOOMFIELD

POKER PSYCHOLOGY: HEAD GAMES

BE SMART ABOUT YOUR POKER ABILITY

TURNING PRO

TABLE SELECTION DESERVES RESPECT 

BRENT 
PHILBIN

Table selection is an important skill that doesn’t get the at-
tention it deserves. This is not a luxury that higher limit 

players are afforded because they’ll often only have one game 
in a given room, or the second game is a must-
move, giving no selection at all. While you’re 
still at the lower limits making your way up, you 
need to take advantage of  this option. 

DON’T MIX IT UP WITH THE BEST: There’s no 
reason to play with the best players in 
the room if  there’s a better option 
available. 

You have nothing to prove; 
you’re there to make money. Exactly when to get 
up is a judgment call, but if  there are six $2-$5 no-
limit hold’em games and you’re sitting with two other 
players you know are pros and two you suspect win 
more than they lose, there’s a good chance one of  the 
other tables is better. 

SOMETIMES IT’S NOT WORTH PLAYING WITH THE LEGENDARY 
DONKEY: Every room has one, sometimes more than 
one. There’s a person that walks in the room and sud-
denly every shark in the building is looking to transfer to this 
donkey’s game. 

The thing is, many times the most savvy players are the ones 
that are able to maneuver themselves to the table and you’ll 

often end up with a game that contains the six best players in 
the room all champing at the bit to play with the whale. There 
are few scenarios where a game full of  six winning players and 
one horrible one is better than the other options in the room. 

Examine the situation with an open mind. Many times this 
game will be great, other times take the path of  least resistance 

and collect your money elsewhere. 
AVOID THE SUNKEN-COST FALLACY IN BAD GAMES: The sunken-
cost fallacy is the idea that you’ve invested too much 

into something to give it up, but in reality your pre-
vious investment has nothing to do with the deci-
sion. 

This happens constantly in poker. You don’t 
want to go home broke or you keep firing bullets in 

tournaments when you’re only getting five big blinds. 
You want to avoid this fallacy, but it should be men-

tioned with regard to table changes. 
Maybe you’ve lost two buy-ins at a table when your 

name is called for the transfer; this has nothing to do 
with whether the transfer is correct. 

WHEN IT DOUBT, GO WHERE THERE’S LAUGHTER: If  you’re in 
a room you’re not familiar with, try to get to the table with the 
most laughter. Laughing tables are always great games. 
— Brent Philbin is a poker pro who lives in South Florida. You can reach 
him at Brent.Philbin@gmail.com.
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Cash games • Tournaments • Classes
Tampa to Mexico • March 20-25  

Tampa to Barcelona • April 17-May 1 
Galveston to Mexico • Sept. 17-24

Ft. Lauderdale to Jamaica • Dec. 11-16

AnteUpCruises.Com
Sail for as little as $397 • 727-742-3843

Relax ...
         Play poker ...
                              Repeat.

LOCATION TOURNAMENTS/SPECIAL EVENTS JACKPOTS/PROMOTIONS 

ARIZONA

Mon.-Fri. ($125, 11:15a); Mon.-Thurs. ($145, 7:15p); Fri. ($200, 7:15p). 
See the ad on Page 19.

Splash pots.

Tue. freeroll (7p); Thurs. $5K guar. ($120); Sat. $200 added ($20 w/$5 rebuys and 
$10 add-on, 9a); Sun. ($65, 11a & $100, 5p).

Player comp credits pay $1 per hour.

Mon. & Thurs. ($35, 9:30a); Tue. & Wed. ($35, 7p). Splash Pots.

Daily, usually at noon and 7p. Call for schedule. High hands (daily, 9a-noon); Aces Cracked can win $300 (daily).

2nd Mon. ($60, 7:30p); Tue. WSOP sat ($80, 7:30p); Wed. WSOP sat ($80, 7:30p); Thurs. 
($20, 7:30p); Sat. ($50, 12:30p); Sun. ($25, 12:30p) & WSOP sat. ($110, 5:30p).

Morning High Hand Contest (Mon.-Fri.); Splash Pot Bonanza (Sat.-Sun.); Steel 
Wheel and Royal Flush pays $50; progressive bad-beat jackpot starts at $2K.

Wed. ($15 w/rebuys & add-on, 7p); Sat. ($20 w/rebuys & add-on, 11a); Sun. ($30, 
11a).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is aces full of 10s beaten by quads; royals pay $200; 
Aces Cracked (daily); Super 77 bad-beat jackpot (quad 7s or better beaten).
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BLUEWATER RESORT & CASINO
(928) 669-7000 • bluewaterfun.com
BUCKY’S CASINO
(928) 708-6801 • buckyscasino.com 
CASINO ARIZONA AT TALKING STICK
(480) 850-7777 • casinoaz.com
CASINO DEL SOL
(800) 344-9435 • casinodelsol.com
CLIFF CASTLE CASINO HOTEL
(928) 567-7999 • cliffcastlecasinohotel.com
DESERT DIAMOND
(520) 342-1810 • ddcaz.com
FT. McDOWELL CASINO
(480) 837-1424 • fortmcdowellcasino.com
HARRAH’S PHOENIX AK-CHIN
(480) 802-5000 • harrahsakchin.com
HON-DAH
(928) 369-0299 • hon-dah.com
VEE QUIVA HOTEL & CASINO
(520) 796-7777 • wingilariver.com/vee-quiva
WILD HORSE PASS HOTEL AND CASINO
(800) 946-4452 • wingilariver.com/wild-horse-pass

Mon. ($25 w/rebuy and add-on, 6p); Tue. ($15, 6p); Wed. ($40, 6p); Thurs. O/8 ($40, 
6p); Fri. KO ($45, 6p); Sat. ($30, 4p); Sun. crazy pineapple ($30 w/rb & add-on, 4p).

$100 high hand; Hot Seat Drawings pay $50-$100.. See ad on Page 8.

Mon.-Fri. ($30, 10a); Wed. ($60, 7p); Thurs. ($20, 6:30p); Sat. ($50, 11a); 1st & 3rd 
Sat. ($70, 11a).

High hand bonus; Aces Cracked.

Mon. (10a & 6p); Tue. ladies night (6p); Wed. & Thurs. (6p); Fri. (6p). Splash Pots; Omaha High Hand (Wed. & Fri.); Progressive Aces Cracked.

Tuesday KO ($35 w/$20 early-bird rebuy, 7p); Thursday KO ($40 w/$20 early-bird 
rebuy, 7p).

$50 for straight flushes and quads (Wed.); royals pay $200 (daily); Aces Cracked 
(daily).

ARKANSAS
OAKLAWN PARK RACING AND GAMING
(501) 623-4411 • oaklawn.com

Tue. $1K guar. ($20 w/rebuys, 7p); Wed. Payday ($20, 2p); Thurs. Ladies Freeroll 
(7p); Fri. Bounty Hunter ($30, 2p); Sun. deepstack ($50, 2p).

Progressive and mini bad-beat jackpots; high hands; Splash the Pot.

Mon.-Thurs. ($30, noon); Tue.-Wed. ($50, 7:30p); Sun. ($30, 3:30p). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em, stud and Omaha; Rolling Cash Fever.

Tue. ($40, 7:30p); Wed. ($40 w/add-on, 7:30p); Sat. (varies, 11:15a); Sun. ($30, 
11:15a).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em, Omaha and stud; Splash Pots.

* SNG = single-table tournaments; all tournaments are no-limit hold’em unless noted. Poker room managers email roth@anteupmagazine.com

AGUA CALIENTE CASINO
(888) 999-1995 • hotwatercasino.com
ARTICHOKE JOE’S
(650) 589-3145 • artichokejoes.com
AVIATOR CASINO
(661) 721-7770 • theaviatorcasino.com
BANKERS CASINO
(831) 422-6666 • bankerscasino.net
BARONA RESORT
(619) 443-2300 • barona.com

Sun.-Fri. ($50 w/$20 rebuys, 11a); Sat. ($100 w/$50 rebuys, 11a); Tue. & Thurs. ($75 
w/$25 rebuys, 6:30p).

Splash the Pot.

Mon. ($28, 11a); Tue. ($25, 11a); Wed. HA ($50, 6:45p); Thurs. ($48, 11a); Sun. 
($49, 6:45p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em pays up to $100K; bad-beat jackpot in Omaha.

Wed. Mexican Poker ($30 w/$10 rebuys and add-on, 6p). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Sat. ($60, 10a); Sun. ($60, 10a). Progressive jackpots in hold’em and Omaha; get paid for quads or better.

CALIFORNIA

Mon. ($65 w/$60 rebuy & add-on, 6p); Tue. ($45 w/$40 rebuy & add-on, 6p); Sat. 
($55, 11a).

Aces Cracked.
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* SNG = single-table tournaments; all tournaments are no-limit hold’em unless noted. Poker room managers email roth@anteupmagazine.com

CALIFORNIA

BAY 101 CASINO
(408) 451-8888 • bay101.com
BICYCLE CASINO
(562) 806-4646 • thebike.com
CACHE CREEK CASINO
(530) 796-3118 • cachecreek.com
CALIFORNIA GRAND CASINO
(925) 685-8397 • calgrandcasino.com 
CAPITOL CASINO
(916) 446-0700  • capitol-casino.com 
CASINO M8TRIX
(408) 645-0083 • casinom8trix.com 
CHUKCHANSI GOLD RESORT & CASINO
(866) 794-6946 • chukchansigold.com
CHUMASH CASINO RESORT
(805) 686-1968 • chumashcasino.com
CLUB ONE CASINO
(559) 497-3000 • clubonecasino.com
COLUSA CASINO
(530) 458-8844  • colusacasino.com 
COMMERCE CASINO
(323) 721-2100 • commercecasino.com 
ELK VALLEY CASINO
(707) 464-1020 • elkvalleycasino.com 
FOLSOM LAKE BOWL SPORTS BAR & CASINO
(916) 983-4411 • folsomlakebowl.com 
GARDENS CASINO
(562) 860-5887 • thegardenscasino.com 
GOLDEN WEST CASINO
(661) 324-6936 • goldenwestcasino.net
GRATON RESORT & CASINO
(707) 588-7100 • gratonresortcasino.com
HARRAH’S RESORT SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA
(760) 751-3100 • harrahsrincon.com
HOLLYWOOD PARK
(310) 330-2800 • playhpc.com
HUSTLER CASINO
(310) 719-9800 • hustlercasinola.com

(Continued)

Wed. ($55 w/$50 rebuys, 6p); Fri. KO ($55, 6:30p); Sat. $500 added ($55 w/$50 
rebuy, noon); Sun. KO ($135, noon).

$5K bad-beat jackpot; high hand (Mon.-Sun.); Aces Cracked (Mon.-Fri.); high hand 
pays $50 (Mon.-Sun.).

Mon.-Thurs. ($125, 9:30a); Fri. ($180, 9:30a); Sat. ($230, 9a); Sun. ($180, 9a); WPT 
Shooting Star, March 5-10.

No jackpots.

M-F, noon; T & W, Quantum, 5p & 6:30p, F, 4p, 5:30p & 7p, Sa, noon, 2p & 4p & Su, 
noon, 1:30p & 3p); M & Th, 5p; Mexican Poker (Th, 8p); Th-Sa, 10p.

Numerous jackpots; $50K freeroll, March 2; WSOPC Winnin’ O’ the Green,  
March 3-28.

Tue. & Thurs. ($160, 7p) w/$2.5K to first place (minimum 60 players). No jackpots.

Mon. & Tue. ($20). Aces Cracked.

Mon.-Fri. ($30, 10a); 1st Sat. ($100, 11a); 2nd Sat. ($220, 11a); 3rd & 4th Sat. $3K 
guar. ($60, 11a); Sun. $3K guar. ($60, 11a).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em and Omaha.

M-F ($40, 10:15a); Mon. ($10 w/rbs, 7p); T ($60, 7p); Wed. ($50, 7p); Th. ($40, 7p); 
Fri. ($150, 7:15p); Sat. $6.5K guar. ($120, 1:15p); Sun. $3K guar. KO ($100, 1:15p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Mon.-Sat. ($20-$40, 10:15a); Mon.-Fri. ($60-$70, 7:15p); Sat. O/8 ($20, 10:15a); 
Sun. $5K guar. ($75, 1:15p).

Royal Flush Progressive Jackpot.

Call for information. Call for information.

No tournaments. Aces Cracked.

Mon. ($45, 6:15p); Wed. ($80, 6:15p); Fri. ($45, 10:15a); Sat. ($65, 12:15p); Sun. 
KO ($65, 2:15p).

Mega and Omaha jackpots.

Sat. & Sun. $1.75K guar. ($35, noon); Fri. & Sun. $1.75K guar. ($35, 8p); Sat. $2.5K 
guar. ($55, 8p).

Bonus Wheel; Pay for Play pays $5/hour; monthly cash drawings.

Daily ($30-$150); Mon.-Fri. (1p & 6:45p); Sat. (10a & 1p); Sun. (2:15a & 1p); 
Gardens Guarantee, March 10 (call for details).

Daily jackpots; high hand; Aces Cracked.

Daily ($60); Mon.-Fri. (noon & 7p); Sat. (noon & 7p); Sat. Big O event ($60, 3p). $100K Cash Drawings; Aces Cracked.

Sunday ($50, 10:30a) w/$500 added to the prize pool. Progressive bad-beat double jackpot starts at $140K; Sun. $1K High Hand Payouts.

Mon.-Tue. ($150, 7p); Wed. ($185, 7p); Thurs. KO ($185, 7p); Fri. ($100 w/$70 
add-on, 7p); Sun. ($250, 3p).

Progressive bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Wed. ($35 w/$15 rebuy, 2K chips, 6:30p); Sat. $1K guar. (7p). Friday Night Special pays players $120 for a $100 buy-in.

Mon., Wed. & Fri. ($60, 10a); Mon. KO ($150, 6:30p); Tue. & Thurs. ($35, 10a); Sun. 
KO ($140, 10a); 3rd Sat. of month ($550).

Progressive bad-beat jackpot; Aces Cracked.

Mon. ($20 w/rebuys, 6p); Tue. O/8 ($40, 6p); Wed. KO ($50, 6p); Thurs. ($30, 6p); Fri. 
Deep Freeze ($80, 6p); Sat. KO ($35, 4p); Sun. O/8-HE ($30, 4p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.
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CONNECTICUT
Mon.-Thurs. ($80-$160, 10a); Fri. 10K guar. ($160, 6p); Sat. $25K guar. ($300, 11a); 
Foxwoods Classic, March 18-April 3 (ad Page 33).

Bad beat in hold’em is quad eights in hold’em and quad deuces in stud; High Hand 
Frenzy (Sun. & Tue., 9a-9p & Fri. & Sat., 2p-2a) with $500 paid every 30 minutes.

Daily ($50-$150); Mon.-Thurs. (10a, 2p & 7p); Fri. (11a & 2p); Sat. (11a); Sun. (11a 
& 5p). 

High hands pay up to $600. 

FOXWOODS RESORT CASINO
(800) 369-9663 • foxwoods.com
MOHEGAN SUN CASINO
(860) 862-8000 • mohegansun.com 

CALIFORNIA (Continued)
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Mon.-Fri. ($45 w/$20 rebuys and add-on, 11a); Tue. & Sun. ($100, 7p); Sat. & Sun. 
($100, 11a); Mon.-Thurs. ($45 w/$20 rebuys and add-on, 7p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em and Omaha; Aces Cracked.

No daily tournaments. Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Mon.-Thurs. & Sat. ($20 w/rebuys, 10a); Thurs. $2.5K guar. ($60, 6:40p); Fri. KO ($30 
w/$10 bounties, 10a); Sun. $5K guar. ($60 w/$25 rebuys, 2p).

Bad-beat jackpots in hold’em, Omaha and stud.

Mon. ($40, 7:20p); Tue. ($25, 10:20a); Thurs. ($25, 10:20a & $45, 7:20p); Sat. ($25, 
10:20a); Sun. (freeroll, 1p).

Progressive jackpots.

Mon. & Wed.-Sat. ($65 w/$50 rebuy, 9:30a); Tue. ($200, 9:30a); Sun. ($250, 9:30a); 
March Guarantee, March 26 (call for details).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is $100K; bad-beat jackpot in Omaha and stud; Aces 
Cracked.

Mon.- Fri. ($55, 10a); Tue. & Thurs. ($75, 6:30p); Sat. $10K guar. ($130, 11a); last Sun. 
$40K guar. ($350, 11a); Spring Classic until March 5 w/$125K guar., March 2 ($450).

Rack Attacks (daily); Aces Cracked (daily).

Fri. $3K guar. ($40, 7p); Sat. $2.5K guar. ($40, 5p); Sun. $1.5K guar. ($15 or $10 w/
players card, 1p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em, Omaha and stud.

Mon. KO ($150, 6:15p); Wed. ($185, 6:15p); Sat. ($130, 11a); Sun. ($235, 1p); 1st 
Sat. of month ($340, 11a).

Progressive bad-beat jackpot in hold’em, Omaha, and stud.

Call for information. Call for information.

Thurs. $1.2K guar. ($55, 7:15p); Fri. $2K guar. ($40, 7:15p); $20K Quantum Reload, 
March 8-11 (call for details).

$100 Hourly High Hand (Mon. & Wed., 10a-7p).

Mon. ($45, 10a); Tue. ($45, 10a); Wed. ($45, 10a); Thurs. $4K guar. ($50, 10a); Fri. 
$4K guar. ($50, 10a & 7p); Sat. $10K guar. ($80, 11a); Sun. $4.5K guar. ($50, 10a).

Jackpots in hold’em and Omaha.

Monthly $24K tournament (qualify by playing live events). Double jackpots; Money Wheel.

Mon. ($60, 6:15p); Tue. & Thurs. ($60, 10a & $80, 6:15p); Wed. ($100, 6:15p); 
Fri.-Sun. ($60, 10a).

Bad-beat jackpot; quads bonus; high hand bonus.

Mon. ($55, 11a & $80, 7p); Tue. ($25, 11:45a & $70, 7p); Wed. ($130, 11:45a); Thurs. 
KO ($70, 7p); Sat. ($130, 11a); Sun. ($100, 11a & $55, 5p).

No jackpots.

Tue. & Fri. ($25 w/$20 rebuys and add-on, 10a); Thurs. ($65, 10a); Sat. $3K guar. 
($60 w/$10 add-on, 11a); Sun. ($20 w/$20 add-on, 11a).

Bad-beat jackpots in hold’em and Omaha.

Daily ($25 w/$20 rebuy and add-on, 10a). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

No tournaments. Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

COLORADO
No tournaments. Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; mini descending bad-beat jackpot.

Daily ($40, 10a); Mon.-Thurs. ($80, noon); Fri. & Sun. ($160, noon); Sat. ($210, 
noon); Mon.-Wed. ($60, 7p); Thurs. & Sun. ($100, 7p); Fri. & Sat. ($130, 7p).

High hands pay up to $50/hour (daily) and $100/hour (noon-7p); MSPT, March 
23-April 2.

Sunday $1K freeroll (3p) w/40 seats awarded per week. Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Friday ($60, 7p); Saturday ($60, 2p). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

No tournaments. Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; high hands; Bounce Back (Mon., Wed. & Thurs.).

AMERISTAR BLACK HAWK
(720) 946-4108 • ameristar.com/Black_Hawk.aspx
GOLDEN GATES CASINO
(303) 582-5600 • goldencasinogroup.com
ISLE CASINO BLACK HAWK
(303) 998-7777 • black-hawk.isleofcapricasinos.com
LADY LUCK CASINO
(303) 582-2141 • isleofcapricasinos.com
MIDNIGHT ROSE HOTEL & CASINO
(719) 689-2446 • triplecrowncasinos.com
RESERVE CASINO HOTEL
(303) 582-0800 • reservecasinohotel.com
SKY UTE CASINO RESORT
(970) 563-7777 • skyutecasino.com

Mon. ($40, 7p); Thurs. ($50, 7p); Sat. ($120, noon); 1st Sat. of month ($210, noon). Player comps pay $1/hour; Splash the Pot pays $50 (Mon. & Thurs., noon, 2p & 4p); 
high hands (Fri. starting at 10:30a).

Fri. ($100, 4p); 2nd & 4th Sat. ($40, 12:30p); 2nd & 4th Sun. ($110, 2p). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; mini bad-beat jackpot.

No tournaments. Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em (aces full) and Omaha (quad eights); PLO (Wed., 2p); 
Omaha high hand and buy-in bargains; Aces Cracked (24/7).

Tue. ($20, 11a); Wed. ($25, 6p); Thurs. ($40, 6p); Fri. freeroll (6p); Sat. ($25, 11a); 
Sun. freeroll (noon); 1st Sat. of month ($120, 3p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em and Omaha; progressive royal-flush jackpot.

No tournaments. $5K Mini Bad Beat Jackpot.

M  ($60, 7p); T O/8 ($40, 11a) & ($50, 7:30p); W ($30, 11a) & ($50, 7:30p); Th crazy 
pineapple ($40, 11a); F. ($60, 11a); Sat. KO ($60, 11a); 2nd Sun. $5K guar. ($220, 1p).

$20K bad-beat jackpot; Fine Arts School charity tournament w/$10K guar., April 
30 ($250, 1p).

Mon. KO ($60, 7:15p); Tue. ($50, 7:15p); Wed. KO ($60, 7:15p); Fri. ($50, 11:15a); 
Sat. KO ($60, 11:15a); 1st Saturday WSOP satellite ($225, 11:15a). See ad Page 45.

Aces Cracked; progressive bad-beat jackpot; high hands; Rack Attack.

JACKSON RANCHERIA CASINO RESORT
(209) 223-1677 • jacksoncasino.com 
LAKE ELSINORE CASINO
(951) 674-3101 • lercasino.com
LIMELIGHT CASINO
(916) 446-2208 • limelightcardroom.com 
LIVERMORE CASINO
(925) 447-1702 • livermorecasino.net
LUCKY CHANCES CASINO
(650) 758-2237 • luckychances.com
LUCKY LADY CASINO
(619) 287-6690 • luckyladycardroom.com 
MORONGO CASINO
(888) 667-6646 • morongocasinoresort.com
NORMANDIE CASINO
(310) 352-3400 • normandiecasino.com
OAKS CARD CLUB
(510) 653-4456 • oakscardclub.com
OCEAN’S 11 CASINO
(760) 439-6988 • oceans11.com
PALA CASINO
(760) 510-5100 • palacasino.com
PARK WEST CASINO CORDOVA
(916) 296-7477 • cordovacasino.com 
PARK WEST CASINO LODI
(209) 334-9777 • thelodicasino.com 
PARK WEST CASINO SONOMA
(707) 795-6121 • the101casino.com/casino
PASO ROBLES CENTRAL COAST CASINO
(805) 226-0500 • pasoroblescasino.com
PECHANGA RESORT
(951) 693-1819 • pechanga.com
PLAYERS CASINO VENTURA
(805) 643-1392 • pcventura.com 
RANCHO’S CLUB
(916) 361-9186 • ranchosclub.com 
RED HAWK CASINO
(530) 677-2580 • redhawkcasino.com 
SAN MANUEL CASINO
(800) 359-2464 • sanmanuel.com 
STONES GAMBLING HALL
(916) 735-8440 • stonesgamblinghall.com 
SYCUAN CASINO
(619) 445-6002 • sycuan.com
TACHI PALACE CASINO
(559) 924-7751 • tachipalace.com
THUNDER VALLEY CASINO RESORT
(916) 408-7777 • thundervalleyresort.com
TURLOCK POKER ROOM
(209) 668-1010 • turlockpoker.com 
WIN-RIVER RESORT & CASINO
(530) 243-3377 • winrivercasino.com

Daily (9a); M ($20, 6p); T KO ($25, 6p); W Omaha ($20, noon & 6p); Th KO ($25, 9a & $40, 
5p); F ($25, 9a & $85, 5p); Sa ($20, noon); Su Omaha ($45, 11a) & sats ($125, 4:30p).

Progressive bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; royal flush progressive jackpot; Mexican 
Poker $100 high hand (Thurs.-Sun.).

M-Th ($60, 11a); M ($25 w/$10 rbs, 7p); W O/8-PLO/8-HORSE ($60, 7p); F sats for Sa event 
($60, 11a & 8p) & ($155, 6p); Sa $20K guar. ($235, 11a); Sat. ($60, 7p); Su ($100, 7p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em and Omaha; high hands; WPT Rolling Thunder, March 
8-15 (ad Pages 12-13).

M-Su ($25 w/rbs, 10a); M-W qualifiers ($50, 6:30p); Th ($70 w/$50 rbs, 6:30p); F KO 
($46 w/$10 bounties, 6:30p); Sa KO ($46 w/bounties, 6p); Sun. ($70 w/$50 rbs, 6p).

Progressive jackpots in hold’em and Omaha.

LOCATION TOURNAMENTS/SPECIAL EVENTS JACKPOTS/PROMOTIONS 

DELAWARE
DELAWARE PARK
(302) 355-1050 • delawarepark.com
DOVER DOWNS HOTEL & CASINO
(302) 674-4600 • doverdowns.com 
HARRINGTON RACEWAY
(888) 887-5687 • harringtonraceway.com

Tue. & Thurs. ($60, 11a); Wed. Omaha NL ($60, 11a); Sat. ($60 w/rebuy and add-on, 
11a); Sun. KO ($60, 1p).

High hands; Aces Cracked; quad jacks or better.

Daily ($45-$100); Mon.-Wed (noon & 7p); Thurs. (noon & 7p); Fri. (noon, 7p & 10p); 
Sat. (9a, noon, 7p & 10p); Sun. (9a, noon, 3p & 7p).

Hourly high hands.

Daily at 11:15a & 7:15p; Mon. ($30); Tue. ($30 & $35); Wed. ($50 & $30); Thurs. ($50 
& $35); Fri. ($115 & $35); Sat. ($115 & $35); Sun. ($50 & $35).

High hands (daily); Hot Seats; Bad Beat Hands; royals pay up to $900 with the cash 
wheel.

Mon. $1K Madness ($20, 5p); Tue. $2K deepstack ($75, 5p); Wed. $1K Stack Attack 
($20, 5p); Sun. $1K guar. Deep Stack ($55, 4p).

Progressive straight flushes.



* SNG = single-table tournaments; all tournaments are no-limit hold’em unless noted. Poker room managers email roth@anteupmagazine.com
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FLORIDA

Tuesday ($50, 7p); Sunday ($50, noon). Bad-beat jackpots in hold’em.

Daily $40-$155 (noon & 7p); WPT DeepStacks, March 2-13. See ad on Page 23. Bad-beat jackpots in hold’em (uncapped); $500 high hand every 15 min. (select 
days/hours).

Mon. ($60, 7p); Tue. ($60, 7p); Wed. turbo ($70, 7p); last Fri. of month PLO ($70, 
11a) & ($60, 7p); Sun. ($75, 1p). See ad below.

Straight flush plays $150; royals pay $500.

Daily (7p); Mon., Wed. & Thurs. $1.5K guar.; Tue. shootout $1.5K guar.; Fri. & Sun. 
shootout 2.5K guar.; Sat. $2.5K guar.; Sun. freeroll (1p).

High-hand jackpot.

Mon. ($80, 11a & $20, 7p); Wed. (freeroll, 10a & $100, 7p); Thurs. ($20, 11a & $160, 
7p); Fri. ($130, 7p); Sat. ($100, 11a & $75, 7p); Sun. ($70, 11a).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em and Omaha; high hands; Battles at the Beach runs until 
March 7 (call for schedule).

Mon. $1.5K guar. ($80, 8p); Thurs. $1K guar. ($50, 2p). Big Slick Red Royal pays $20K plus $500 table share; high hands.

Wed. $2.5K guar. (7p); Fri. & Sat. $2K guar. ($60, 7p).
 

Earn cash toward free play up to $3/hour. See ad on Page 49.

M ($65, 3p); T ($65, 3p); W ($35, 1p, $65, 3p, $120, 7p); Th ($65, 3p, 7p/8p); F 
($140, 7p); Sa ($65, 10a, & $125, 7p); Su ($65, 5p); 1st Su $10K guar. ($90, 1:10p).

Super Saturday (noon-mid.); high hands. 

Daily ($20-$340) at 9a, 1p & 6p. Player Rewards Program.

Tue.-Sat. ($30-$110, 6:30p); Sun. ($200 or $330, 2p). Bad-beat jackpot is quad sevens; royals pay $250.

Mon. ($65, 6p); Wed. ($65, 6p); Fri. ($35, 7p); Sat. ($110-$130, 3p); Sun. ($50, 4p). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em pays minimum of $85K.

Daily (7p); M $1.5K guar. ($70); T $1.5K guar. ($90); W $1.5K guar. PLO ($30 w/$10 
rbs); Th $3K guar. ($110); F $2.5K guar. ($70); Sat. ($50 w/$10 rbs); Sun. ($70).

High hands pay $500/half hour; royals pay $1K. See ad on Page 55.

M ($60, noon & $75, 7p); T ($75, noon & $70, 7p); Th ($75, noon & $60, 7p); 
F ($105, noon & $130, 7p); Sa ($130, noon); Su ($130, noon & $75, 7p).

Big Slick Royal pays minimum of $10K; all other royals pay $500; $500 high hand 
every half hour (Sat., 6p-1:30a). Ad on Page 9 for Naples-Ft. Myers Championship. 

Tue. & Thurs. freeroll (7p); Sat. Crazy Pineapple freeroll (2p); Sun. freeroll (2p). High hands (Fri.-Sat.); Splash the Pot (Mon. & Wed.).

Mon. ($45, 7p); Tue. ($35, 7p); Wed. ($55, 7p); Thurs. Omaha ($55, 7p); Fri. ($80, 
7p); Sat. ($55, 5p); Sun. ($55, 4p).

High hands; quads and straight flush.

Mon. $5K guar. ($75, 7p); Wed. $10K guar. ($100, 6p); Sat. $5K guar. KO ($100, 7p). High hands.

Monday $6K guar. ($130, 7p); Friday $10K guar. ($150, 6p). Numerous jackpots and promotions.

LOCATION TOURNAMENTS/SPECIAL EVENTS JACKPOTS/PROMOTIONS 

Variety of live play including hold’em, stud, Omaha and Crazy Pineapple. High hands.

No tournaments. Grand opening is March 1. $100K bad-beat jackpot; high hands; player rewards.

BESTBET JACKSONVILLE
(904) 646-0002 • bestbetjax.com
BESTBET ORANGE PARK
(904) 646-0002 • bestbetjax.com
CASINO AT DANIA BEACH
(954) 920-1511 • casinodaniabeach.com
CREEK ENTERTAINMENT GRETNA
 (850) 875-6930 • creekentertainment.com 
DAYTONA BEACH RACING AND CARD CLUB
(386) 252-6484 • daytonagreyhound.com/pokerroom
DERBY LANE
(727) 812-3339 x7 • derbylanepoker.com
EBRO GREYHOUND PARK
(850) 234-3943 • goebro.com
FT. PIERCE JAI-ALAI & POKER
(772) 464-7500 • jaialai.net/poker.php
GULFSTREAM PARK
(954) 457-6336 • gulfstreampark.com
HIALEAH PARK CASINO
(305) 885-8000 • hialeahparkcasino.com
ISLE CASINO AT POMPANO PARK
(954) 972-2000 x5123 • theislepompanopark.com
MAGIC CITY CASINO
(305) 649-3000 • flaglerdogs.com 
MARDI GRAS CASINO
(877) 557-5687 x3167 • playmardigras.com 
MELBOURNE GREYHOUND PARK
(321) 259-9800 • mgpark.com 
MICCOSUKEE RESORT & GAMING
 (877) 242-6464 • miccosukee.com
NAPLES-FT. MYERS GREYHOUND TRACK
 (239) 992-2411 • naplesfortmyersdogs.com
OCALA GAINESVILLE POKER
(352) 591-2345 • ocalagainesvillepoker.com
ORANGE CITY RACING & CARD CLUB
orangecitypoker.com
OXFORD DOWNS
(352) 347-2273 • betoxford.com
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KANSAS
BOOT HILL CASINO
(877) 906-0777 • boothillcasino.com

No tournaments. Hold’em and Omaha/8 games spread on live tables.

Tuesday ($100, 7:00p); Wednesday ($45, noon); Friday ($45, noon); Sunday ($85, 
2p).

Progressive bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Mon. ($65, 11:15a); Tue. ($65, 7:15p); Thurs. ($65, 11:15a) & KO ($85, 7:15p); Sun. 
($125, 11:15a); last Sun. of month ($235, 11:15a).

Monthly $15K freeroll; bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.HOLLYWOOD CASINO
(913) 288-9300 • hollywoodcasinokansas.com 
KANSAS STAR CASINO
(316) 719-5000 • kansasstarcasino.com 
PRAIRIE BAND CASINO
(785) 966-7777 • pbpgaming.com

FLORIDA (Continued)

Daily at 1p & 6:30p ($40-$120). Sun. ($120, 1p & $60, 5p). Quads, straight flushes and royals all pay bonuses.

M ($130, 6p); T ($60, noon & $80, 6p); W O/8 ($110, noon) & ($130, 6p); Th ($60, noon 
& $100, 6p); F ($80, noon) & HA ($100, 6p); Sa ($100, 6p); Su ($80, noon & 6p).

High hands (daily).

Mon.-Fri. ($100-$300, 11a & 6p); Sat. ($100-$200, 11a & 4p); Sun. (varies, 11a & 
6p); WPT SHRP Showdown, March 16-April 9 (see website for schedule).

High hands.

M ($70, 11a & $150, 7p); T ($70, 11a & $125, 7p); W ($150, 11a & $230, 6p); Th ($110, 
11a & $230, 6p); F ($125, 11a & $230, 6p); Sa ($150, 11a); Su ($110, noon).

High hands (Mon.-Thurs.); Hot Seats (Fri.-Sun.).

Tue.-Thurs. ($60, 7p); Sat. Green Chip Bounty ($140, 7p); Sun. deepstack ($115, 4p). $50 Splash Pots every day, every hour, every table from open-8p; high hands pay 
$100 every hour from 8p-close.

Daily ($25-$210) at 1p & 7p. See ad Page 27. High hands; cash giveaways.

PALM BEACH KENNEL CLUB
(561) 683-2222 • pbkennelclub.com
PENSACOLA GREYHOUND TRACK
(850) 455-8595 • pensacolagreyhoundtrack.com 
SARASOTA KENNEL CLUB
(941) 355-7744 x1054 • skcpoker.com
SEMINOLE CASINO COCONUT CREEK
(866) 222-7466 • seminolecoconutcreekcasino.com
SEMINOLE HARD ROCK HOLLYWOOD
(866) 502-7529 • seminolehardrockhollywood.com
SEMINOLE HARD ROCK TAMPA
(866) 502-7529 • seminolehardrocktampa.com
SEMINOLE CASINO IMMOKALEE
(866) 222-7466 • theseminolecasino.com
TAMPA BAY DOWNS
(813) 298-1798 • tampabaydowns.com
TGT POKER & RACEBOOK
(813) 932-4313 • tgtpoker.com

Mon. ($50, 7p); Tue. ($50, 7p); Wed. ($40, 7p); Thurs. ($50, 7p); Fri. ($55, 7:30p); 
Sat. ($55, 7:30p); Sun. ($35, 7p).

High hands.

IOWA
Tue. ($45, 7p); Thurs. ($65, 7p); Fri. turbo ($30, 2p); Sat. ($45, 2p); Sun. ($65, 2p); 
2nd & last Sat. of the month ($160, 2p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; straight-flush jackpot.

Mon. Omaha/8 ($40, 6p); Wed. ($40, 1p); Thurs. ($40, 6p); Sat. ($60, noon); Sun. 
($100, 1p); Poker Championship, March 2-5.

High hands.

Mon., Wed. ($65, 10a); Tue. ($65, 7p); Thurs. KO ($100, 7p); Sat. ($150/$250, 10a); 
Sun. ($50, 10a & 2p); WSOPC, March 30-April 10.

Win $500 for a steel wheel in Omaha/8; 10 progressive straight flushes in hold’em.

DIAMOND JO CASINO NORTHWOOD
(641) 323-7777 • diamondjo.com
GRAND FALLS CASINO
(712) 777-7777 • grandfallscasinoresort.com
HORSESHOE COUNCIL BLUFFS
(877) 771-7463 • horseshoecouncilbluffs.com
MESKWAKI CASINO
(641) 484-2108 • meskwaki.com
MYSTIQUE GREYHOUND PARK
(563) 585-2964 • mystiquedbq.com
PRAIRIE MEADOWS CASINO
(515) 967-8543 • prairiemeadows.com
RHYTHM CITY CASINO
(563) 328-8000 • rhythmcitycasino.com 
RIVERSIDE CASINO
(319) 648-1234 • riversidecasinoandresort.com
WINNAVEGAS
(712) 428-9466 • winnavegas.biz

Tuesday ($20 w/rebuys, 7p); Wednesday Omaha ($20, 7p); Thursday ($30 w/re-
entry, 7p); Saturday & Sunday ($30, 1p); MSPT, March 24-26.

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Thursday ($55, 6p); Friday ($40, 3p); Sunday ($80, 1p). Straight and royal flush progressive jackpot in hold’em, Omaha and stud.

Mon. Omaha/8 ($30, 11a); Tue. ($25, 7p); Thurs. ($30, 6p); Fri. Big O ($30, 11a); Sat. 
($30, 1p); Sun. ($50, 2p); last Sat. ($100, 1p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em and Omaha.

Tuesday ($30, noon); Wednesday ($30, 7p); Sunday ($60, noon). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Tuesday & Wednesday $500 guarantee; Friday ($25, 7p). Tournament bad-beat jackpot.

No tournaments. Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Wednesday ($120 w/rebuys, 8K chips, 1p). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em. 

ILLINOIS

Tue. (varies, 7p); Thurs. $2.5K guar. ($125, 7p); Sat. KO ($100-$150, 2p). Spin the Wheel.

Wednesday ($100, 12:30p); Sunday ($150, 12:30p). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; high hand (daily).

Sunday ($125, 11a). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Mon. ($40, 7p); Tue. turbo ($40, 7p); Wed. ($40, 7p); Sun. ($100, 1p); tournaments 
offer re-entry up to first break.

Progressive bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Daily ($35, 2p), ($65, 4:30p), ($35, 6:30p) & ($120, 8p). Select quads and hourly drawings win cash.

GRAND VICTORIA ELGIN  
(847) 531-7753 • grandvictoria-elgin.com 
HARRAH’S JOLIET   
(815) 740-7480 • harrahsjoliet.com 
HOLLYWOOD CASINO AURORA   
(630) 801-7471 • hollywoodcasinoaurora.com
HOLLYWOOD CASINO JOLIET  
(815) 927-2175 • hollywoodcasinojoliet.com 
JUMER’S CASINO & HOTEL
(309) 756-4600 • jumerscri.com
PAR-A-DICE HOTEL CASINO
(309) 698-6693 • paradicecasino.com
ROCKFORD CHARITABLE GAMES
(800) 965-7852 • rcgpoker.com

Mon. ($125, 6:15p); Tue. ($40 w/rebuys, 6:15p); Wed. ($60, 6:15p); Thurs. ($40 w/
rebuys, 6:15p); Sat. & Sun. ($80, 12:15p).

Progressive bad-beat jackpot.

INDIANA

Friday & Saturday $5K guarantee KO (7:15p); last Saturday $10K guarantee ($150, 
4:15p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Call for information. Call for information.

Thurs. ($40, 12:15p) & ($65, 7:15p); Fri. ($65, 12:15p & 7:15p) & ($40, mid.); Sat. 
($40, 11:15a) & ($65, 7:15p); Sun. ($40, 11:15a) & ($65, 5:15p).

Splash the Pot. See the ad on Page 35 for HPT March 9-20.

Tue. ($85, 7p); Thurs. ($120, 7p); Fri. ($90, noon) & ($130, 7p); Sat. ($90, noon) & 
($110, 7p); Sun. ($180, 3p); 1st Sun. seniors ($150, noon); 2nd Sat. $10K guar. (5p).

$100 hourly drawings.

BELTERRA CASINO RESORT
(812) 427-7777 • belterracasino.com 
BLUE CHIP
(219) 861-4820 • bluechipcasino.com 
HOLLYWOOD CASINO LAWRENCEBURG
(812) 539-8000 • www.hollywoodindiana.com
HORSESHOE HAMMOND
(219) 473-6065 • horseshoehammond.com
HORSESHOE SOUTHERN INDIANA
(812) 969-6000 • horseshoe-indiana.com
MAJESTIC STAR II
(219) 977-7777 x7444 • majesticstarcasino.com
TROPICANA EVANSVILLE
(812) 433-4000 • tropevansville.com

Wednesday ($50, noon). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Mon. ($51, noon); Tue. ($50, noon & $80, 7p); Wed. ($61, noon & $80, 7p); Thurs. 
($50, noon); Fri. ($60, mid.); Sat. ($80, noon); Sun. ($81, 3p).

Bad-beat jackpots in no-limit and limit hold’em; tournament bad-beat jackpot.

Open 24/7 based on demand.
 

High hands.

* SNG = single-table tournaments; all tournaments are no-limit hold’em unless noted. Poker room managers email roth@anteupmagazine.com

M ($70, 12:15 & 6:30p); T & Th ($100, 12:15 & 6:30p); W ($100, 12:15 & 6:15p); F ($120, 
12:15) & ($30 w/rbs, 6:30); Sa ($120, 12:15) & ($5 w/rbs, 6:30); Su ($100, 12:15).

Progressive Bad Beat Jackpot; high hands.

Sun.-Mon. ($60, 7p); Wed. ($120, 7p); T & Th $10K sat. ($60, 7p) & Sun. ($60, 1p); 
Fri. $2K guar. ($60, 7p); Sat. $2K guar. ($60, 7p); 2nd Sat. $10K guar. ($270, 1p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em. See ad on facing page.

Mon. ($30, 6p, 8K chips); Wed. ($40, 6p, 8K chips); Last Sunday ($100, 1p, 12 chips). Call for information.
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MICHIGAN
Mon.-Fri. ($40, noon); Mon.-Wed. ($40, 6:30p); Thurs. PLO ($40, 6:30p); Fri. ($40, 
noon); Sat. ($80, noon); 1st and 3rd Sun. ($120, noon); 2nd & 4th Sun. ($240, noon).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em. See ad on Page 36 for info on May MSPT event.FIREKEEPERS CASINO
(269) 962-0000 • firekeeperscasino.com
GREEKTOWN HOTEL & CASINO
(313) 223-2999 • greektowncasino.com
MGM GRAND DETROIT
(313) 465-1777 • mgmgranddetroit.com 
SOARING EAGLE CASINO
(989) 775-7777 • soaringeaglecasino.com
TURTLE CREEK CASINO & HOTEL
(231) 534-8937 • turtlecreekcasino.com

Mon. ($40, noon); Wed. ($50, 7:30p); Thurs. ($60, 7:30p); Sat. ($30, 11:30a); Sun. 
($40, 11:30a).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em and Omaha.

Saturday Big Bounty ($210 w/$40 bounties, 2p); Sunday KO ($110 w/$20 bounties, 
2p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Mon. ($40, 7p); Tue. KO ($60, 7p); Wed. ($40, 7p); Sun. ($100, 2p); first Sat. of 
month ($175, 1p).

Progressive bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Mon. ($60, 6:30p); Tue. ($13, 6:30p); Wed. ($60, 6:30p); Thurs. ($60, 6:30p); Sun. 
($60, 12:30p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em, Omaha and stud.

M ($50, 10:30a & $120, 6:30p); T ($50/$65, 6:30p); W ($50, 10:30a & $235, 6:30p); Th 
($35, 10:30a & $50, 5p); F ($50, 10:30a); Sa (10:30a) .

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em, Omaha and stud; high hands; Aces Cracked; Minnesota 
State Championship, March 2-12. 

Daily (times and buy-ins vary, call the poker room for schedule). Bad-beat jackpots in hold’em, Omaha and stud; high hands; Aces Cracked; Bounty 
Bonus Boards; Quads Beat and Flop-A-Royal tournament jackpots.

MINNESOTA
CANTERBURY PARK
(952) 445-7223 • canterburypark.com
RUNNING ACES CASINO AND RACETRACK
(651) 925-4600 • runningacesharness.com
TREASURE ISLAND RESORT & CASINO
(651) 388-6300 • treasureislandcasino.com

Thurs. ($100, 6:30p); Fri. ($50, 6:30p); Sat. ($60, 10:30a); Sun. ($70, 12:30p). Aces Cracked Doubled wins up to $300; straight flushes pay $50; royal flushes pay 
$100.

MARYLAND

LOUISIANA

Wed. ($145, 6:30p); Thurs. ($165, 6:30p); Fri. ($130, 6:30p); Sat. ($120, 11a); Sun. 
($145, noon).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; royals pay $500; Aces Cracked; Flush Frenzy.

Tue. ($10, 11a); Wed.-Thurs. ($35, 7p). Aces Cracked; Splash the Pot; high hands.

Daily, including Saturday ($200, 2p). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Wednesday ($130, 11a); Saturday ($130, 11a). High hands.

Monday (varies); Wednesday ($105, noon); Thursday turbo (6:30p). Aces Cracked; high hands.

Monday ($60, 6:30p); Wednesday KO ($70, 6:30p); Friday ($50, 7p). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Monday & Wednesday ($60, 11a); Sunday ($100, 11a). Earn player rewards for live play.

BOOMTOWN NEW ORLEANS
(800) 366-7711 • boomtownneworleans.com 
COUSHATTA CASINO
(800) 584-7263 • coushattacasinoresort.com 
ELDORADO CASINO SHREVEPORT
(318) 220-5274 • eldoradoshreveport.com
GOLDEN NUGGET LAKE CHARLES
337-508-7777 • goldennugget.com/lakecharles
HARRAH’S NEW ORLEANS
(504) 533-6000 • harrahsneworleans.com
HORSESHOE CASINO BOSSIER CITY
(800) 895-0711 • horseshoebossiercity.com
ISLE OF CAPRI LAKE CHARLES
(337) 430-2407 • lake-charles.isleofcapricasinos.com
JENA CHOCTAW PINES CASINO
(318) 648-7773 • jenachoctawpinescasino.com 
L’AUBERGE BATON ROUGE CASINO
(225) 215-7777 • lbatonrouge.com
L’AUBERGE DU LAC CASINO
(337) 395-7777 • ldlcasino.com
PARAGON CASINO RESORT
(800) 946-1946 • paragoncasinoresort.com

Monday ($50, 11a); Wednesday ($50, 11a); Saturday ($90, 11a). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Wednesday ($40, 7p); Sunday ($40, 2p). Bad-bead jackpot in hold’em.

HOLLYWOOD CASINO PERRYVILLE
(410) 378-8500 • hollywoodcasinoperryville.com
HORSESHOE BALTIMORE
(443) 931-4200 • caesars.com/baltimore
MARYLAND LIVE CASINO
(443) 445-2500 • marylandlivecasino.com 
MGM NATIONAL HARBOR
(301) 971-5700 • mgmnationalharbor.com

MISSOURI
Fri. ($125, 7p); Sat. ($45, 2p); Sun. ($60, noon); HPT, March 29-April 10. Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em and Omaha; high hands.

Mon. ($65, 7p); Wed. ($85, 7p); Fri.-Sat. ($65, noon); Sun. ($85, noon); last Sat. of 
month ($160, noon); first Sun. of month ($175, noon).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Sun. ($50, 11a); Sun. & Wed. ($50, 7p); Mon. ($60, 7p); Mon. & Wed.-Fri. ($65, 11a); 
Tue. ($75, 11a & 7p); Thurs. ($65, 7p); Sat. ($120, 11a).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is quad eights or better; progressive high hands for all 
straight flushes and royals.

AMERISTAR ST. CHARLES
(636) 949-7777 • ameristar.com
AMERISTAR KANSAS CITY
(816) 414-7000 • ameristar.com
HARRAH'S NORTH KANSAS CITY
(816) 472-7777 • harrahsnkc.com
HOLLYWOOD ST. LOUIS
(314) 770-8100 • hollywoodcasinostlouis.com 

Mon.-Fri. varies (1p & 7p); Fri. Thousandaire Maker ($110, 7p) & ($40, 11p); Sat. 
(varies, noon & 7p); Sun. (varies, noon & 5p).

Bad-beat jackpot; high hands; Aces Cracked; bad-beat jackpot in Omaha.

(Sun.-Fri., 9:30a); Mon. ($30, noon & $40, 7p); Tue.-Wed. ($40, 7p); Thurs. ($30, 
noon & $40, 7p); Fri. ($75, 7p); Sat. ($40, 4p & $75, 9p); Sun. ($40, 1p & $40, 6p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; high-hand jackpot.

Daily, from $65-$500, times vary. See ad on the back cover for Million Madness High Hands for March. 

Mon. & Wed. ($125, 11a); Tue. & Thurs. ($160, 11a); Tue., Thurs. & Sun. ($100, 7p); 
Wed. ($65, 7p); Fri. ($125, 7p); Fri. & Sun. ($150, 7p); Sat. ($350, 11a).

Splash Pots.

Thursday ($18, 1:30p); Friday ($60, 7p). Progressive bad-beat jackpot; high hands.

Monthly freerolls. Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; high hands.

MISSISSIPPI

Call for information. Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Daily ($60, noon). Aces Cracked; High Hand of the Hour.

Mon.-Thurs. ($50, noon & 7p); Fri. ($50, noon & $25 w/rebuys, 7p); Sat. $10K guar. 
($150, noon); Sun. ($90, noon).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em, Omaha and stud.

Mon.-Thurs. $1K guar. KO ($50 w/rebuy, 7p); Sat. $2K guar. ($60, 2p); Sun. $2K guar. 
($60 w/rebuy, 7p).

Bad-beats in hold’em, Omaha & tourneys; $100 Aces Cracked w/Bonus Splash the 
Pot; $100 high hands w/$100 rollover; Poker Squares for Cash (Fri.-Sat.).

Daily (call for details). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em, Omaha and stud.

AMERISTAR CASINO VICKSBURG 
(601) 630-4999 • ameristar.com/vicksburg 
BEAU RIVAGE RESORT AND CASINO 
(228) 386-7092 • beaurivage.com
GOLDEN NUGGET BILOXI
(228) 436-7967 • goldennugget.com/biloxi
HARD ROCK BILOXI
(228) 374-7625 • hardrockbiloxi.com 
HOLLYWOOD CASINO TUNICA
(800) 871-0711 x5005 • hollywoodtunica.com
HORSESHOE CASINO TUNICA
(662) 357-5608 • horseshoetunica.com 
IP CASINO RESORT & SPA
(888) 946-2847 x8554 • ipbiloxi.com
PEARL RIVER RESORT
(601) 663-1040 • pearlriverresort.com
SCARLET PEARL RESORT & CASINO
(228) 392-1889 • scarletpearlcasino.com

Mon.-Thurs. ($50, noon & 7p); Fri. ($50, noon & $25 w/rebuys, 7p); Sat. $10K guar. 
($150, noon); Sun. ($90, noon).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em, Omaha and stud; high hands.

Mon. ($35, 7p); Wed. freeroll (6p); Thurs. ($25, 6p); Fri. ($50, 2p); Sat. ($70, noon) & 
($125, 5p); AUPT Spring Classic, March 23-April 2. See ad on Pages 2-3.

Bad-beat jackpots in hold’em and Omaha; Aces Cracked; Hot Seat (Wed. & Thurs., 
3p, 5p, 7p & 9p).

Sunday $2K guarantee ($65, 4p). Player comps and rewards.

Daily (Mon.-Sun., noon & Wed-Thurs., 6p). Cash giveaways.

Monday-Thursday ($120, 11a). Royals pay $500.



NEVADA

Daily $500 guarantee ($60, 10a, 1p, 4p, 9p); Sat. & Sun. $2K freerolls (9a). Royal flushes pay $500, straight flushes pay $100.

Mon.-Thurs. various games ($75, 12:05p & $100, 7:05p); Fri. ($75, 12:05p) & ($125, 
7:05p); Sat. (Omaha $75, 12:05p & 7:05p); Sun. ($75, 12:05p) & HORSE ($100, 7:05p).

Progressive bad-beat jackpot.

Daily ($80) at 10a, 1p, 4p, 7p and 10p w/$1.5K guarantee; Goliath Warm Up, March 
24-April 3.

High hands; progressive heart royal jackpot.

Mon. & Tue. ($45, 10a & 7p); last Tue. ($100, 6p); Wed. & Thurs. ($45, 10a & 7p); Fri. 
($45, 10a & $100, 6p); Sat. & Sun. ($45, 10a & 7p).

Cash bonuses.

Mon.-Sun. ($50 w/$20 add-on, 7p). High hands; quads ($100), straight flush ($250) and royals ($500).

Mon.-Sun. ($45, noon); Sun.-Thurs. ($45, 7p); Fri. & Sat. ($45, 6p). Progressive Aces Cracked; get paid $500 for flopped quads.

Sun.-Thurs. ($23, 10a, $30 w/$10 rb, 1p & $35, 7p); Fri. ($23, 10a, $30 w/$10 rb, 1p 
& $25, 7p); Sat. ($23, 10a, $30 w/$10 rb, 1p & $55, 7p); 2nd and 4th Sat. ($105, 7p).

Amazing Aces; Best Full Houses.

Mon.-Thurs. ($45-$55) at noon & 6:30p; Fri. ($45, noon); Sat. ($120, noon); Sun. 
(varies, noon, 2p & 6:30p); 2nd Sat. of month ($235, noon).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; quads ($75), straight flush ($150) and royals ($400).

M & Th ($60, 12:05p) & KO ($100, 6:35p); Tue. & Wed. ($60, 12:05p) & KO ($60, 
6:35p); F ($60, 12:05p); Sat. KO ($100, 12:05p); Sun. ($125, 12:05p) & ($60, 6:35p).

High hands; monthly freeroll.

No tournaments. High Hand of the Hour (Mon.-Fri.).

Mon.-Thurs. ($65, 11a, 2p, 7p & 10p); Fri.-Sun. ($120, 11a); Fri.-Sat. KO ($100, 7p). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; Aces Cracked.

Mon.-Sun. ($40, 10a), ($65, 3p), ($65, 10p). High Hands; 2X3 Rolling High Hands (twice daily); Aces Cracked (6p-9p).

Daily $2K guar. ($70, 15K chips, 11a & 7p); Sun.-Thurs. ($50, 10K chips, 2p & 10p). Progressive Power Hour; High Hand of the Hour (Mon.-Fri., 5a-10a).

Daily ($40-$75) at 11a, 2p, 7p and 10p. Get Paid to Play promo; earn up to $12/hr, including food and beverage comps.

M & W ($150, noon) & ($125, 7p); T & Th ($150, noon); T ($200, 7p); Th ($125, 7p); F ($200, 
noon) & ($200, 7p); Sa ($340, noon) & KO ($200, 7p); Su ($200, noon) & ($125, 7p).

March Weekend Extravaganza, March 14-19; Deep Stack Extravaganza, March 
27-April 16; Dailies suspended during DSE.

Wed. & Thurs. ($10, 8:30p); Fri. & Sat. $1K guar. ($50, 8:30p); Sun. ($50, 1p). Progressive bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Daily; $500 guar. ($55, 5K chips, 9a); $1K guar. ($75, 8K chips, noon); $500 guar. 
($55, 5K chips, 3p); $1K guar. ($75, 8K chips, 8p).

High hands (call for details).

Mon.-Thurs. ($125, 1p); Mon.-Sun. ($125, 7p); Fri.-Sun.($240, 11a). No jackpots.

Daily ($40 w/$20 rebuys, 11a); progressive bonus hands in tournaments; WPT 
Deepstacks, March 16-27.

EZ Way Bad Beat; daily tournament high hand pays $250.

Daily ($125, 5p). No jackpots.

Sun.-Fri. ($75, 1p); nightly ($55, 7p); Sat. $10K guar. ($160, 1p). Earn $400 per week playing poker.

No tournaments. $500 Omaha high hand (Sun.-Mon.).

Daily $1.5K guar. ($100, 10a), $2K guar. ($125, 2p), $2K guar. ($125, 6p), $2.5K 
guar. ($150, 9p).

High hands; get paid for quads ($100), straight flush ($200) and royals ($500).

Daily except Tue. & Wed. ($30, 10a); Tue. & Wed. ($30, 6p); freeroll on the first Fri. of 
every month ($2.5K added) w/Beat the Boss Bounty (6p).

Bad-beat jackpots in hold’em and stud.

Daily ($40, 9a) & ($45, 1p, 5p & 8p). Aces Cracked.

Six tournaments daily w/guarantees ($60, 10a, 1p, 6p, 9p, mid.) & ($50, 4p); $6K 
freeroll (Fri.); $15K freeroll.

Get paid for quads ($50), straight flush ($100), and royals ($300).

Daily $800 guarantee ($40, 10a). Quads for Cash: All four-of-a-kind hands can win $250 (call for details).

Sun.-Fri. ($25 w/$20 rebuys, 11a & 6:30p); Sat. KO ($65, 11a) & KO ($100, 6:30p). Aces Cracked.

Daily ($70, 11a), ($50, 3p), ($70, 7p); ($50, 10p); Sun. $5K guar. ($125, 11a). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; high hands.

Sun.-Thurs. $500 guar. ($65, 9a, noon, 3p, 7p & 10p); $1K guar. Fri.-Sat. KO ($100, 
7p).

High hands; get paid for quads ($50), straight flush ($100) and royals ($300).

Daily ($40, 10a); Mon. & Wed. ($50, 6p); Tue. & Thurs. ($75, 6p); Fri. ($95, 6p). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Poker room open Friday-Monday (10a) and Thursday (4p). Quads pays $25, straight flush pays $100 and royals pay $250.

Daily ($45, 10:30a, 12:30p, 8:30p & 10:30p). Graveyard Giveaway; get paid for quads, straight flush and royal flush.

Mon., Tue., Thurs.-Sat. KO ($60, 10a, 2p & 7p); Wed. & Sun. ($60, 10a & 2p); Wed. & 
Sun. ($100, 6p). See the ad on Page 11.

High hands.

Daily $600 guarantee ($70, noon & 8p). Progressive royal flush; Aces Cracked (Mon.-Fri.); high hands.

LOCATION TOURNAMENTS/SPECIAL EVENTS JACKPOTS/PROMOTIONS 
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Wednesday ($30, 7p); Thursday ($30, 7p); Friday ($75, 7p). Spin the Wheel (daily); Aces Cracked; high hands.

* SNG = single-table tournaments; all tournaments are no-limit hold’em unless noted. Poker room managers email roth@anteupmagazine.com

Friday-Sunday ($60, 7p). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is nines full of jacks; high hands; Aces Cracked.

Thursday ($65, 1p); Sunday ($65, 4p). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Mon.-Fri. ($10, 11a, 2p, 6p); Sat.-Sun. ($10, 11a, 2p, 6p & 9p); 1st Saturday of 
month ($50, 4p).

High hand progressive jackpots.

ARIA
(866) 359-7111 • arialasvegas.com 
ATLANTIS CASINO RESORT SPA RENO
(800) 723-6500 • atlantiscasino.com
BALLY’S LAS VEGAS
(702) 967-4111 • ballyslasvegas.com
BELLAGIO
(702) 693-7111 • bellagio.com
BINION’S GAMBLING HALL
(702) 382-1600 • binions.com 
BOOMTOWN RENO
(775) 345-6000 • boomtownreno.com 
BOULDER STATION HOTEL & CASINO
(702) 432-7777 • boulderstation.com
CACTUS PETES RESORT CASINO
(775) 755-6471 • cactuspetes.com
CAESARS PALACE
(702) 731-7110 • caesarspalace.com 
CLUB CAL NEVA RENO
(877) 777-7303 • clubcalneva.com 
ELDORADO HOTEL CASINO
(775) 786-5700 • eldoradoreno.com 
EXCALIBUR HOTEL AND CASINO
(702) 597-7777 • excalibur.com 
FLAMINGO LAS VEGAS
(702) 733-3111 • flamingolasvegas.com 
GOLDEN NUGGET LAS VEGAS
(702) 385-7111 • goldennugget.com 
GRAND SIERRA RESORT
(775) 789-2000 • grandsierraresort.com 
GREEN VALLEY RANCH
(702) 617-7777 • greenvalleyranchresort.com 
HARD ROCK LAS VEGAS
(702) 693-5000 • hardrockhotel.com 
HARRAH’S LAS VEGAS
(702) 369-5000 • harrahslasvegas.com 
HARVEYS LAKE TAHOE
(775) 588-6611 • harveystahoe.com
LUXOR HOTEL & CASINO
(702) 262-4000 • luxor.com 
MANDALAY BAY
702-632-7777 • mandalaybay.com 
MGM GRAND LAS VEGAS
(702) 891-1111 • mgmgrand.com
MIRAGE
(702) 791-7111 • mirage.com 
THE ORLEANS
(702) 365-7111 • orleanscasino.com 
PALACE STATION
(702) 367-2453 • palacestation.com
PEPPERMILL RESORT CASINO
(775) 826-2121 • peppermillreno.com
PLANET HOLLYWOOD
(702) 785-5555 • planethollywoodresort.com 
RED ROCK CASINO
(702) 797-7777 • redrock.sclv.com 
RIO HOTEL & CASINO
(702) 777-7777 • riolasvegas.com 
SAM’S TOWN LAS VEGAS
(702) 456-7777 • samstownlv.com 
SANTA FE STATION CASINO
(702) 658-4900 • santafestationlasvegas.com 
SOUTH POINT HOTEL CASINO
(702) 796-7111 • southpointcasino.com 
STRATOSPHERE CASINO, HOTEL & TOWER
(702) 944-4915 • stratospherehotel.com
SUNCOAST HOTEL & CASINO
(702) 636-7111 • suncoastcasino.com 
TREASURE ISLAND
(702) 894-7111 • treasureisland.com
VENETIAN RESORT
(702) 414-1000 • venetian.com
WENDOVER NUGGET
(775) 664-2221 • wendovernugget.com
WYNN LAS VEGAS
(702) 770-7000 • wynnlasvegas.com

Mon.-Thurs. ($140, noon); Fri. & Sun. $10K guar. ($200, noon); Sat. $25K guar. 
($225, noon).

Wynn Classic runs until March 12 w/$750K guar., March 2 ($1,600).

MISSOURI

ISLE CASINO CAPE GIRARDEAU
(573) 290-3017 • cape-girardeau.isleofcapricasinos.com
LUMIERE PLACE
(314) 881-7777 • lumiereplace.com

(Continued)
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M ($80, 7p & $40, 10p); T ($80, 7p & $40, 10p); W ($80, 7p & $40, 10p); Th ($80, 7p & 
$40, 10p); F ($135, 7p & $80, 10p); Sa ($580, 7p); Su ($80, 10a & 7p) & ($250, 2p). 

Player rewards for tournament players (call for details). See ad on Page 25 for 
upcoming WSOPC event. 

NORTH CAROLINA
HARRAH’S CHEROKEE (N.C.)
(828) 497-7777 • harrahscherokee.com

NEW YORK
Daily, call for schedule and buy-ins. Progressive bad-beat jackpot in hold’em (quad deuces), Omaha (quad nines) & stud 

(quad deuces); high hands; Western New York Challenge, March 31-April 9..
Room open Wed., Thurs. & Sun. (10a-3a); Fri. & Sat. (10a-5a). Progressive bad-beat jackpot in hold’em, Omaha and stud.

OHIO

Mon.-Fri. ($60, 10:15a); Mon. ($60, 7:15p); Tues. ($60, 7:15p); Wed. KO ($75, 7:15p); 
Sat. ($130, 12:15p); Sun. ($120, 12:15p) & KO ($75, 7:15p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is quad eights.

Mon. ($75, 7:15p); Tue.-Thurs. ($69, 7:15p); Fri. $4K guar. ($140, 12:15p); Sat. $6K 
guar. survivor ($125, 12:15p); Sun. $10K guar. ($150, 12:15p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Daily at 12:15p and 7:15p (buy-ins vary), plus last Sun. $50K guar. ($500, 12:15p). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; Omaha bad-beat jackpot; high hands.

Mon.-Fri. ($75, 11:15a); Mon. ($75, 6:15p); Tue. & Thurs. ($110, 6:15p); Wed. ($150, 
6:15p); Sun. ($150, 11:15a); 1st Sat. $50K ($390, 11:15a); 2nd-5th Sat. ($75, 11:15a).

Bad-beat jackpot starts at $25K.

HOLLYWOOD COLUMBUS
(614) 308-3333 • hollywoodcolumbus.com 
HOLLYWOOD TOLEDO
(419) 661-5200 • hollywoodcasinotoledo.com
JACK CLEVELAND CASINO
(216) 297-4777 • horseshoecleveland.com
JACK CINCINNATI CASINO
(877) 975-3436 • horseshoecincinnati.com

NEW MEXICO
BUFFALO THUNDER RESORT & CASINO
(505) 455-5555 • buffalothunderresort.com
INN OF THE MOUNTAIN GODS CASINO AND RESORT
(575) 464-7777 • innofthemountaingods.com 
ISLETA RESORT & CASINO
(505) 724-3800 • hardrockcasinoabq.com
ROUTE 66 CASINO
(505) 352-7866 • rt66casino.com
SANDIA RESORT & CASINO
(505) 796-7500 • sandiacasino.com

Mon. & Wed. ($20, 2p & $25, 7p); Tue. ($25, 7p); Thurs. ($15, 7p); Fri. ($25, 2p & 
$100, 7p); Sat. ($20, 2p & $30, 7p); Sun. ($20, 2p & $25, 7p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; player rewards.

Mon. ($30 w/rb, 6:30p); Tue. ($40 w/rb, 6:30p); Wed. ($50 w/rbs, 6:30p); Th. O/8 
($30 w/rbs, 6:30p); Fri. & Sat. ($75, 6:30p); Su. ($30 w/rbs, 5p); last Sa. ($150, 1p).

Easy Aces Mini Bad Beat (daily); Late Night High Hands (Sun.-Thurs., 11p-2a) up to 
$225 nightly; $10K guar., March 11 ($225, 1p).

Fri. ($120, 6p); Sat. Second Chance (freeroll, must play Fri. event); Sun. ($75, 2p).
See ad Page 21.

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Sun.-Thurs. ($28, noon & 3p); Sun. & Wed. ($28, 7p); Mon., Tue. & Thurs. ($14, 7p); 
Fri. ($28, noon & 5p) & ($33, 8p); Sat. ($33, noon) & ($28, 5p & 8p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Mon. ($55, 7p); Tue. & Thurs. KO ($75 w/$25 bounties, 7p); Sun. ($50, noon) & 
($45, 5p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em and Omaha.

OKLAHOMA

Mon.,Wed. & Thurs. ($60, 1p & $100, 7p); Tue. ($60, 1p & 7p); Fri. ($115, 7p); Sat. 
($180, noon); Sun. ($115, 3p). 

$25K bad-beat jackpot in hold’em (daily); mini bad-beat jackpot (daily); $5K Omaha 
bad-beat jackpot (daily).

Mon.-Fri. ($30, 2p); Tue. & Thurs. ($40, 7:30p); Wed. ($40, 7:30p); Sat. ($60, noon). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Tue. ($40, 7p); Wed. ($75, 7p); Fri. ($60, 7p); Sat. ($60, 2p) & ($120, 5p); Sun. crazy 
pineapple ($45, 2p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Mon. ($30, 11a & $35 w/rebuys, 7p); Tue. ($30, 7p); Wed. ($50, 7p); Thurs. KO ($60, 
7p); Fri. ($30, 11a & $50, 6p); Sat. Progressive KO ($90, 2p); Sun. ($115, 2p).

Aces Cracked; Splash Pots; high hand.

Sun.-Fri. ($35, 10a); Mon. ($25, 4p); Tue. ($50, 7p); Wed. ($60, 7p); Thurs. ($100, 
7p); Fri. ($70, 7p); Sat. ($125, noon) & ($60, 7p); Sun. ($80, 7p).

Progressive bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; WSOPC, March 16-27.

Mon.-Fri. ($40, 11a); Sat. ($90, 11a); Sun. ($115, 11a); Mon.-Wed. ($40, 7p); Thurs. 
& Sat. ($90, 7p); Sun. ($40, 7p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Daily ($50, 9:30a); Mon. & Wed. ($30 w/$20 rebuy, 7p); Tue. HA ($50, 7p); Wed. 50+ 
event (4p); Thurs. & Sun. $1.2K guar. ($75, 7p); Fri. ($65, 7p); Sat. ($50, 7p).

Bad-beat jackpot; tournament bad-beat jackpot; Splash Pots pay $25.

Saturday ($40, noon)- extra chips available with cash donation; room open Sun.-
Thurs. (noon-2a) & Fri.-Sat. (noon-4a).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Mon. (closed); Tue. Omaha ($40, 7p); Wed. seniors ($35, 2p) & Deuces Wild ($40, 7p); 
Thurs. ($25, 7p); Fri. KO ($50, 7p); Sat. ($20, 2p & $50, 7p); Sun. crazy pineapple ($35, 3p).

High hands.

Mon.-Sun. ($25 w/rbs, 10a); Tue. ($25 w/rbs, 7p); Wed. ($50, 7p); Thurs. ($25 w/rbs, 
7p); Fri. KO ($60, 7p); Sat. KO ($60, 7p); Sun. deepstack ($75, 2p).

Earn participation points based off of the buy-in of the tournament.CHEROKEE WEST SILOAM SPRINGS
(800) 754-4111 • cherokeestarrewards.com 
CHOCTAW RESORT CASINO
(580) 920-0160 • choctawcasinos.com
COMANCHE NATION
(580) 250-3030 • comanchenationcasino.com 
DOWNSTREAM CASINO RESORT
(918) 919-6000 • downstreamcasino.com
GRAND CASINO HOTEL & RESORT
(405) 964-7263 • firelakegrand.com
HARD ROCK TULSA
(918) 384-6648 • hardrockcasinotulsa.com 
INDIGO SKY CASINO
888-992-7591 • indigoskycasino.com
OSAGE CASINO TULSA
(877) 246-8777 • osagecasinos.com
RIVER SPIRIT CASINO
(918) 299-8518 • creeknationcasino.com 
RIVERWIND CASINO
(405) 322-6000 • riverwindcasino.com
WINSTAR WORLD CASINO
(580) 276-4229 • winstarcasinos.com

Mon.-Thurs. ($65, 1p & 7p); Fri. ($120, 11a); Sat. ($175, 11a); Sun. KO ($230, 1p). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

NEW JERSEY

M ($100, 11a & 7p); T ($100, 11a & 7p); W ($120, 11a & 6p); Th. ($100, 11a & $220, 
7p); Fri. ($230, noon & $120, 6p); Sat. ($120, 11a & $220, 6p); Sun. ($115, 10a).

Bad-beat jackpot is quad tens in hold’em; Guaranteed Saturday Series, March 4 (call 
for details).

BALLY’S ATLANTIC CITY
(609) 340-2000 • ballysac.com
BORGATA HOTEL CASINO AND SPA
(609) 317-1000 • theborgata.com
GOLDEN NUGGET ATLANTIC CITY
(800) 777-8477 • goldennugget.com/atlanticcity 
HARRAH’S ATLANTIC CITY
(609) 441-5000 • harrahsresort.com
TROPICANA ATLANTIC CITY
(609) 340-4000 • tropicana.net

Wed. & Sun. $2.5K guar. ($65, 8:15p): Sat. $2.5K guar. ($65, 1:15p); WSOPC, March 
9-20.

High hands.

Mon.-Sun. ($50, 11:15a & 7:15p). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Daily, times and buy-ins vary.  Last Saturday of the month is a $10K guarantee ($180, 
12:15p).

High hands; Splash the Pot.

Mon., Wed. & Sun. ($55, 7p); Tue. & Thurs. ($55, 7p); Fri.-Sun. ($40, 3p); Fri. & Sat. 
$5K guar. ($65, 7p).

High hands pay up to $350.

NEW HAMPSHIRE

M ($70, 5:30p); T ($50, 5:30p); W ($50 w/rb & add-on, 5:30p); Th ($80, 5:30p); F ($90, 1p 
& $80, 5:30p); Sa ($90, 1p, $70, 5p); Su ($50 w/add-on, 1p & $50 w/rb & add-on, 4p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em, Omaha and stud.

LOCATION TOURNAMENTS/SPECIAL EVENTS JACKPOTS/PROMOTIONS 

Mon. ($10, 6p); Wed. ($5, 6p); Thurs. $2K guar. ($50, 6p); Fri. ($10, 4p & $70, 6p); 
Sat. ($20, 12:30p); Sun. ($10, 1p).

Spin the Wheel.

Tue. KO ($20 w/rebuys, 5:30p); Thurs. $50/$50/$50 (5:30p). High hands; Bad Beat Sundays.

HAMPTON FALLS 
(603) 601-2486 • hamptonfallspoker.com 
MANCHESTER POKER ROOM 
(603) 668-6591
RIVER CASINO 
(603) 249-5548 • therivercasino.com

SENECA NIAGARA 
(877) 873-6322 • senecaniagaracasino.com 
SENECA SALAMANCA 
(877) 860-5130 • senecagames.com 
TIOGA DOWNS 
(888) 946-8464 • tiogadowns.com 
TURNING STONE RESORT 
(800) 386-5366 • turningstone.com

M-Th. ($15-$105) at noon, 7p & 8p & 8:30p; Fri. ($100, noon & $105, 7p); Sat. ($95, 
11a & $155, 4p); Sun. ($90, 11a & $90, 4p); 1st Sun. ($230, 11a); 3rd Sun. ($330, 11a)

Cash giveaways; high hands (Mon.-Wed.). See ad on Page 32 for the March Mania 
Hold’em Series, March 2-12.

No tournaments. Bad-beat jackpot is aces full of kings; high hands.



Daily at noon and 7p, including Sat. ($325, noon & $150, 7p) and Sun. ($150, noon 
& $100, 7p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; high hands.
WEST VIRGINIA

Mon. ($45, 7:30p); Wed. ($55, 10:30a) & KO ($75, 5p); Fri. ($55, 10:30a); Sun. 
($55, 2p).

High hands.

HOLLYWOOD AT CHARLES TOWN
(800) 795-7001 • ctowntables.com
MOUNTAINEER RIVER POKER ROOM
(304) 387-8458 • mountaineerpoker.com

Daily ($35, 11a); Wednesday ($55 w/$20 add-on, 6p). Daily Double Jackpot; royal flush jackpot.

Mon. ($25 w/$20 rebuys, 7p); Tue. ($40, 7p); Wed. ($45, 7p); Thurs. ($55, 7p); Fri. 
($110, 7p); Sat. KO ($35, 5p); Sun. Omaha/8 ($35, 5p).

High hands (Sat.-Sun., noon-3p), (Mon.-Wed., 9p-mid.) & (Mon.-Fri., noon-4p).

Mon. ($120, 7p); Tue. ($150, 7p); Wed. & Thurs. ($65, 7p); Fri. ($35, noon); Sat. ($40 
w/rebuys, noon); 2nd Sun. of month ($215, noon).

$500 high hands; High Hand Insanity. See ad on Page 15 for $55K-added Spring 
Classic, March 15-19, plus a $10-free-play coupon. 

Monday-Saturday $300 added ($35, 10:30a). Hot Seats; Monte Carlo Board.

WASHINGTON

Mon.-Fri. ($20, 10:30a); Mon. ($40, 7p); Tue. KO ($80, 7p); Thurs. ($150, 7p); Fri. 
($80, 7p); Sat. $3K guar. ($40, 11a); Sun. ($50, 11a).

Progressive bad-beat jackpot in hold’em starts at $10K.

CLEARWATER CASINO
(360) 598-8700 • clearwatercasino.com
LITTLE CREEK CASINO
(360) 427-7711 • little-creek.com
MUCKLESHOOT CASINO
(253) 804-4444 • muckleshootcasino.com
NORTHERN QUEST CASINO
(509) 242-7000 • northernquest.com
SNOQUALMIE CASINO
(425) 888-1234 • snocasino.com
TULALIP RESORT CASINO
(360) 716-6000 • tulalipresort.com.com

Daily $600 guar. (10:30a); Sun.-Thurs. (7p). Beginner lessons available (call for details).

SOUTH DAKOTA
CADILLAC JACK’S
(605) 578-1500 • cadillacjacksresort.com
LODGE AT DEADWOOD
(605) 571-2135 • deadwoodlodge.com
SALOON #10
(605) 578-3346 • saloon10.com
SILVERADO FRANKLIN
(605) 578-3670 • silveradocasino.com

Tournament every day at 1p ($15). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; bad-beat tournament jackpot.

Mon. ($12, 6:30p); Tue. ($23, 6:30p); Wed. ($45, 6:30p); Thurs. ($34, 6:30p); Fri. 
($34, 6:30p); Sat. ($23, 1p); Sun. ($111, 2p); last Sun. of month ($221, 2p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Wed. ($60, 7p). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Sat. ($125, 6:30p); Sunday ($30, 3p). Spin the Wheel (Thurs.).

OREGON

Super Tuesday has $500 added to the prize pool ($25, 7p); Thursday Throwdown 
($45, 7p); Sunday Showdown ($120, 1p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.
TEXAS

KICKAPOO LUCKY EAGLE CASINO HOTEL
(830) 752-4545 • kickapooluckyeaglecasino.com
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WISCONSIN
Tue. ($55, 1p); Thurs. ($55, 6:30p); Sat. ($38 w/re-entries, 3p); Sun. ($85, 1p); 1st 
Sun. of month ($170, 1p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.HO-CHUNK GAMING AT WISCONSIN DELLS
(608) 356-6210  • ho-chunkgaming.com
POTAWATOMI BINGO CASINO
(414) 645-6888 • paysbig.com

No tournaments. Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; High Hand (Tue. & Thurs., 11a-7:59p); Splash the Pot 
(Mon. & Wed., noon-4p).

PENNSYLVANIA
Daily at 11:30a & 7p; (buy-ins vary, call for details). High hands (Fri. & Sat.).

Mon.-Fri. ($80, 11:15a); Sat. & Sun. ($120, 11:15a); Mon.-Thurs. ($80, 7:15p). Progressive bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; high hands.

Daily at 11:15a and 7:15p (buy-ins are $31-$96). 
Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; progressive high-hand jackpot.
Weekday tourneys noon and 7p ($30-$125); Sat. ($30, 11a & $75, 7p); Sun. ($60, 
11a & $50, 7p). See ad on Page 31 for NEPA series, April 23-29.

High-hand jackpot (daily, 10a-4p, 4p-10p & 10p-10a).

Mon. ($120, 7:15p); Tue. ($120, 7:15p); Wed. ($80, 12:15p); Thurs. ($120, 7:15p); 
Sat. ($230, 12:15p); Sun. ($100, 12:15p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Daily ($50-$225); Mon.-Fri. (12:15p & 7:15p); Sat. (9a, 12:15p & 7:15p); Sun. (mid., 
2p & 7:15p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; Hot Seats; high hands.

Thurs. ($75/$100, 7:30p); 1st Sat. KO ($75, 12:30p); 2nd Sat. turbo ($100, 12:30p); 
3rd Sat. ($230, 2:30p); Sun. ($50/$65, 12:30p).

Super high hand (Fri.-Sun., 4p-mid.).

HARRAH’S PHILADELPHIA 
(800) 480-8020 • harrahschester.com
HOLLYWOOD PENN NATIONAL
(717) 469-2211 • hcpn.com
MEADOWS CASINO
(724) 503-1200 • meadowsgaming.com
MOHEGAN SUN/POCONO DOWNS
(570) 831-2100 • mohegansunpocono.com
PARX CASINO
(215) 639-9000 • parxcasino.com 
PRESQUE ISLE DOWNS & CASINO
(814) 866-8379 • eriecasino.com 
RIVERS CASINO 
(412) 231-7777 • theriverscasino.com
SANDS CASINO BETHLEHEM
(877) SANDS-77 • sandsbethworks.com
SUGARHOUSE CASINO
(877) 477-3715 • sugarhousecasino.com

Daily ($50-$300); Mon. (11a); Tue. (7p); Wed. (11a); Fri. (11a); Sat. (11a); Sun. 
(11a).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; high hands.

Mon. ($100, 7:15p); Wed. ($100, 7:15p); Sat. ($40, 12:30p & $100, 7:15p); Sun. 
($55, 12:30p & $85, 7:15p).

High hand giveaway (Fri.); $400 high hands (Sat.); 3X Twos-Days pays $200 (Tue.).

* SNG = single-table tournaments; all tournaments are no-limit hold’em unless noted. Poker room managers email roth@anteupmagazine.com

Open daily. Player rewards.
RHODE ISLAND

TWIN RIVER CASINO
(401) 723-3200 • twinriver.com

Mon. ($40, 5:30p); Fri. ($100, 5p); Sat. ($95, 2p); Sun. ($60, 6p); closed on Wed.-
Thurs.

Splash Pot; royal flushes pay $200 during tournaments.CHINOOK WINDS CASINO
(541) 996-5825 • chinookwindscasino.com
SPIRIT MOUNTAIN CASINO
(503) 879-2350 • spiritmountain.com
WILDHORSE RESORT
(541) 278-2274 • wildhorseresort.com

Mon. $350 freeroll (10:30a); Tue. stud/8 ($30, 10:30a); Wed. Omaha/8 ($30, 
10:30a); Thurs. ($40, 10:30a & 7p); Fri. $500 added ($70, noon); Sat. KO ($90, noon).

High hand (Sun.); Wheel Spin (Sat.).

Tue. ($35, 6:30p); Thurs. ($55, 6:30p); Sat. $300 added ($110, 1p); Sun. $100 added 
($35, 1p).

Rolling High Hand (Wed.).

LOCATION TOURNAMENTS/SPECIAL EVENTS JACKPOTS/PROMOTIONS 

Indicates this property is hosting an Ante Up event. To host an event, contact Scott Long at (727) 331-4335.



Gambling At 18
Nevada Assemblyman Jim Wheeler has filed a 
bill to make the gambling age 18. What do 
we think the gambling age should be?
CHRIS: When you’re 18 years old, are you old 
enough to fight for your country? If I’m old 
enough to hold a rifle and defend my country, 
I should be old enough to freaking play poker for money! 
You’re a man or woman at 18. You’re old enough to do 
whatever you want.
SCOTT: One of the reasons the gambling age is 21 in most 
places is that there is alcohol being served on the floor. 
So you don’t want to have the cocktail waitress to have to 
card people every time they order a drink. That’s one of the 
bigger issues. So if Nevada were to do this, what do they 
do? Do they separate gaming and alcohol on the floor? Or 
do they need to come up with very different ID-checking 
methods, which will probably be very annoying? You can 
imagine the liability risk casinos would be taking.

The Ante Up PokerCast is the longest, continually running 
podcast on the planet. Tune in every Friday for news, 
strategy, advice and humor from Ante Up publishers 
Chris Cosenza and Scott Long. Subscribe for free on 

iTunes or listen directly at anteupmagazine.com.
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Ego Is Costing You Money
Chris realizes having an ego isn’t all it’s cracked up to be 
and he thinks poker players should take this to heart.
CHRIS: You ever notice at the end of a hand, players make 
comments on their hand? I’m just trying to figure out what 
you’re hoping to accomplish by this. If there’s someone at 
the table who is astute, they are going to be able to use this 
information against you. You’re basically giving them a win-
dow into how you think, so unless you have this remarkable 
talent for reading people and manipulation, it’s only going 
to get you into trouble. I’m as guilty as anyone and I really 
should stop.
SCOTT: I’ve always thought this is one of the most fascinating 
things about watching players is that it’s a game of informa-
tion, so the more information you give your opponent, the 
stronger they are going to be. Every time you talk, you’re 
giving them information. I never really understood why 
players don’t understand that they shouldn’t do that. We all 
want confirmation about what we are doing in life, but. ...

We all know you’re into politics. If you can hold any office in the land, 
what office would that be and why? Why would you not say presi-
dent? Were you expecting me to say something else? Why 
would you not want to be the most powerful man in the 
world? Plus, I’d have all of you over to the Lincoln Bedroom 
for a card game once a month or so. For anyone who is into 
politics, that’s the one you want.
What’s your favorite poker moment? When I won 
my first tournament at Thunder Valley. 
There’s just a sense of accomplishment to 
winning an event in a series. I’m always go-
ing to remember that. This is what we’ve 
always been trying to accomplish at Ante 
Up: Make the regular, Average Joe players 
feel special. And that was a moment where 
I felt special.
You can play poker with three people, real or 
fictitious, alive or dead. Why? It’s a poker show, so I’m going to 
go with a poker person first and say Stu Ungar. It would just 
be amazing to see him play. Next one has to be historical. 
I’m going to go with Abe Lincoln. I don’t know what kind of 
poker player he would have been, I suspect a pretty good 
one, but it would be fascinating to just pick his brain. I need 
a woman for a third one. Kate Winslet is at the top of my List 

of Five, but is that the right choice? I’m going to go with No. 
2 on my List of Five, because I think she’d be more fun at the 
table, Connie Britton. 
You have the power to eliminate one poker game from history. Which 
game is it and why? I’m going to say Baseball. That’s represen-
tative of all of those stupid games that people cut their 
teeth on that are not poker. That’s a little snobbish of an 

answer for me because people like to get 
together with the guys and play those 
games, but they’re not “poker” to me. For 
the industry of poker, it would be bet-
ter for people to cut their teeth on poker 
games they can actually play in a casino.
If you could do it all over again with Ante Up, what 
would you do differently and why? I assume it 
wouldn’t be politically correct to say, “not 
do it with Chris Cosenza?” The obvious 

answer is “done it sooner.” We really should have done it 
earlier. Now, some people, including my wife and even me, 
would say that had we done it earlier, we might not have 
been successful at it, so it’s also a “be careful what you wish 
for” scenario. Once we did this, and made it work, you go 
back and think, “Gosh, how much more fun in life it would 
have been had we started this five years earlier?” S

Five Questions For Scott Long
Want to know more about the more gregarious host of the Best PokerCast in the Land? Chris asks Scott five questions:

How could you 
not pick me, 

Scott?






