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When you look at U.S. history, Americans like to be trail-
blazers, setting the pace for the rest of the world and leading the 
way into the future. America won the race to the moon, didn’t 
it?

But when it comes to safely playing poker on the Internet, 
America still is woefully behind the rest of the world. So many 
countries allow their citizens to enjoy our game in a regulated 
online environment, yet the country that prides itself the most 
on freedom can’t get its act together in this respect.

So, in true American spirit, the people have gone over the 
heads of  the federal government to take back control of  our 
game on a state level. It took some time, but on April 30 at 
9 a.m. PT, UltimatePoker.com in Nevada became this country’s 
first online company to deal regulated real-money poker on the 
Internet.

With apologies to Neil Armstrong, that’s one small step for on-
line poker; one giant leap for online poker regulation. Just a tad 
more than two years since Black Friday, America finally clawed 
its way back into the game. You can read more about this his-
toric day in Joel Gatlin’s Nothin’ But ’Net column on Page 36.

And you’ll notice we never said “legal” poker site, because 
online poker never has been illegal on a federal level, which re-
ally is the saddest part of all of this. But this is a day for rejoic-
ing, of taking back what is ours and staying on the poker road 
to recovery. 

Thank you, Nevadans, for remembering the trendsetting 
spirit that made this country great, for giving us back our poker 
freedom, and let’s hope it means we will someday be able to 
enjoy this freedom everywhere. After all, isn’t freedom why we 
came here in the first place?

We’ll see you at the tables.
— Christopher Cosenza and Scott Long
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Antonio Pinzari Lee Childs
Don’t let betting patterns get 
you into trouble Be sure to 
mix up your game so players 
can’t adjust. 39

Our senior columnist wraps up 
his three-part series dedicated to 
analyzing one hand, but we learn 
so many lessons. 39

On the Button

LAS VEGAS: The difference 
between $1-$2 and $1-$3 in no-
limit hold’em is more than just a 
dollar. 24
RENO: John Miner is proving to 
be a major player in the Reno-
Tahoe market. 22

A.C.-Philadelphia

Nevada

Despite the World Series kick-
ing into full gear this month, 
Atlantic City and Philadelphia 
are quite busy, thank you very 
much. 28

California
NORCAL: The Sweet 16 Main 
Event concludes at Thunder 
Valley Resort Casino’s Up the 
Ante Poker Room and we have 
all of the results. 12

L.A.: Hall-of-Famer 
Barbara Enright 
has been cash-
ing like crazy 

these days in the 
Los Angeles poker 

scene. 14
SOCAL: Pechanga Casino hosts a 
successful LIPS weekend. 12

Oklahoma-Kansas
There’s a lot going on in terms 
of promotions and events. 18

Florida

Colorado
Teresa Hemingway 
has been dubbed 
the face of poker 
by our Colorado 
Ambassador, Rick 
Gershman. 16

Liv Boeree chats with our Mike Owens to discuss her 
remarkable career, her greatest moments and how she 
earned the nickname Iron Maiden. 54

David Apostolico
There are many times at the 
poker table when a player  
must question the action at 
hand. 38

Hard Rock Hollywood is hosting an unprecedented $10 million guarantee event in August. Can the Seminoles pull it off? 8
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Chicagoland
Shawn Bartness captured the 

Windy City Poker 
Championship, 

which helps raise 
money for some 
fine charities. 

Also, you can 
watch this event on 

TV this month. 30

Minnesota

Running Aces Harness Park and 
Ante Up teamed 
to produce the 
Ante Up Midwest 
Championship, 
a successful stop 
on the Ante Up 
Poker Tour, as local 
Blake Bohn captured the main-
event title. 34-35
• Next month look for coverage 
of the AUPT at Downstream 
Casino in Oklahoma. 





The tournament season in Mississippi is coming to a close as every-
one gears up for the World Series of  Poker in Las Vegas. The in-

augural World Poker Tour Regional at the IP Biloxi 
in April has come and gone, and I really hope the 
WPT continues to work with IP Biloxi. This is the 
only stop for the WPT in our state. And why isn’t 
there an Ante Up Poker Tour event in Mississippi? I 
know we’d love to have one here, and I know Ante Up 
would love to bring its AUPT to the Magnolia State. 
We need to support these tournaments to encourage 
franchise support. The more options there are for 
poker players, the more we all stand to win.

Mohammad Moeini won the WPT/IP main event and $36,906.
The MGM poker series will go on break until after the WSOP, 

resuming on July 18 in Tunica at the Gold Strike for the World Poker 
Open. The WSOP will revisit Mississippi again in the fall, when its 
circuit returns to the IP.

By the time this column hits the poker rooms, the national cham-
pionship freeroll will have been decided, awarding one circuit grinder 
the first bracelet of  the year. I have high hopes for the local guys to 
make a strong showing. My favorites include Kyle Cartwright (local to 
Tunica), Ryan Stevenson of  Horn Lake, Miss., and John Holley, who 
may claim Florida, but is a regular in the Mississippi poker 
scene. 

In other news, long time Tunica dealer and floor Neal 
Atkinson has left Gold Strike after nearly eight years to be 
the manager at the Pearl River Casino Resort in Choctaw, 
Miss. For those of  you who haven’t visited Choctaw, it’s 
about halfway between Biloxi and Tunica, give or take a few 
miles. Its tagline, “Vegas with Sweet Tea,” conjures up an image 
that makes a visit almost irresistible. Pearl River may be the perfect 
place to have a layover when traveling between poker rooms at the 
northern or southern ends of  the state. I’m certain Neal will take care 
of  you. 

On his new resort home, he said, “The most exciting thing about 
being the poker-room manager here is being able to make a poker 
room right for the player. … The all-new branded Pearl River Poker 
Room opened in January. It is a glassed-in, 10-table, non-smoking 
room. The action, so far, is great. The staff  is wonderful as well. It’s 

pretty obvious the direction this poker room is headed is to create a 
world-class poker room.”

Meanwhile, the grinders heading west for the summer opens up a 
lot of  opportunity for locals to cash in on great promotions at home. 
I recommend downloading the free Bravo Poker App to keep up with 
Horseshoe and Harrah’s in Tunica, and the Beau Rivage in Biloxi. All 
three of  these rooms keep their daily promotions and tournaments 
updated on the app, as well as a current list of  all games in play and 

the waitlist for each. This app is undeniably handy when trying 
to decide where to play. 

My favorite is the stud promotion in Biloxi at the Beau. 
The first eight players to play four hours earn $50; ace-high 
flush beaten is worth $50; get the bring-in three hands in a 
row and earn $20. This promotion runs Tuesday, Thursday 

and Friday at 9 a.m. I always try to make it. 
Also, the Horseshoe Tunica hosts its Summer Classic on June 

7-16, with a two-day $560 main event that begins June 15 at noon. For 
more details, check with the poker room.

I’m wrapping things up in Mississippi and packing my bags for Ve-
gas, hoping to see many of  you over the summer and hear of  your 
successes. Come find me in the Pavillion or Amazon room at the Rio 
and keep me up to date. For those of  you not making the trip, I’ll see 
you again at the WPO at Gold Strike at the end of  July.
— Jennifer Gay is Ante Up’s Mississippi Ambassador. She can be contacted at 
facebook.com/aceofjewels or at jennifergay80@hotmail.com.

SPring ClaSSiC CloSeS tourney SeaSon
MISSISSIPPI

JENNIFER GAY 
 MISSISSIPPI

MATT STROUD 
LOUISIANA

The results are in and the turnout was impressive, as always, for 
the 7 Clans Poker Cup at Coushatta Casino.

The series featured a $1K main event, a char-
ity tournament, a $300 event and a mega satellite. 
First up was the charity event, which had an added 
$15K to the prize pool. There were 145 entries and 
the top 20 got paid as the top six agreed to a chop 
($4,987 each).

The $300 tournament attracted 312 players (top 
20 cashed) and in a remarkable development, there 
was a 17-way chop where each player took home 
$4,662 (18th, 19th and 20th settled for $817).

Of  these two chops, Huey Hulin of  St. Martinville, La., was involved 
in both to win $9,649.

Daniel Bishop of  Palestine, Texas, beat a tough main-event final table 
that included Allen Baker, the World Series of  Poker bracelet-winner 
out of  Houston. Bishop beat more than 250 players to take home the 
title and $44K. Baker went out third ($22,221).

The staff  is planning the next 7 Clans series for September.
SHORTY’S/AUPT WORLDS: Two lucky winners are headed to Punta 

Cana, Dominican Republic, to take their chance at becoming an 
Ante Up Poker Tour world champion and land on the cover of  the 
magazine. June 15 will be the last chance ($125 buy-in) to join Renee 
Skinner and Fred Harvey, both of  Youngsville, La. For more details, visit 
anteupmagazine.com/worldchampionship.
— Matt Stroud is Ante Up’s Louisiana Ambassador. Email him at matt.anteup@
gmail.com. Follow him on Twitter @acadianapkrplyr and visit facebook.com/
acadianapokerplayers.

LOUISIANA

7 Clans Poker Cup wraps up at Coushatta Casino

N
E

W
S

6

   |
   J

UN
E 2

01
3  

 |  
 an

te
up

m
ag

az
in

e.
co

m
   |

   @
an

te
up

m
ag

az
in

e

Event 1• $355 NLHE
Entries: 270 • Pool: $78,570
Chip Ervin, $17,360

Event 2 • $120 NLHE
Entries: 102 • Pool: $9,180
Andrew Simon, $2,585

Event 3 • $120 NLHE
Entries: 77 • Pool: $6,930
Juan Garcia-Salas, $2,078

Event 4 • $240 Seniors
Entries: 77 • Pool: $14,630
Robert Gunter, $4,389

Event 5 • $300 NLHE
Entries: 34 • Pool: $8,500
Davy Murphy, $3,400

Event 6 • $120 NLHE
Entries: 79 • Pool: $7,110
Larry Massingill, $2,133

Event 7 • $355 NLHE
Entries: 67 • Pool: $19,497
George McDonald, $5,849

Event 8 • $120 NLHE
Entries: 56 • Pool: $5,040
Tommy McCullom, $1,713

Event 11 • $355 NLHE
Entries: 61 • Pool: $17,751
Richard Dodge, $5,325

Event 13 • $300 NLHE
Entries: 41 • Pool: $10,250
Peter Urban, $3,689

$1,150 Main Event
Entries: 135 • Pool: $137,700
Mohammad Moeini, $36,906

Event 19 • $355 NLHE
Entries: 24 • Pool: $6,984
Michael Yentzen, $3,352

WPT/IP Spring Classic, IP Biloxi, March 29-April 8
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The Seminole Hard Rock Casino in Hollywood, Fla., electrified 
the poker world at its World Poker Tour event in April by an-

nouncing it will host a tournament with a $10 mil-
lion prize pool on Aug. 22-29. That main event will 
be part of  a 33-event series called the Seminole 
Hard Rock Poker Open beginning Aug. 8. Buy-in for 
the main event is $5,300 and will feature unlimited 
re-entries, which means the event will need 2,000 
entries to cover the guarantee. The South Florida 
facility is calling it the largest guaranteed payout in 
the world, and outside of  the World Series of  Poker 
Main Event and the $1 million buy-in One Drop 

charity event (neither of  which offers a guarantee), this prize pool will 
be about three times more than any live poker event ever hosted in the 
United States.

As I sat with the property’s chief  operating officer Larry Mullin to 
discuss the event, I thought of  several F-words associated with such an 
unprecedented, bold move: fortitude and, more likely, fear of  failure. 
But Mullin came back at me with the 
only F-word on his mind: fun. 

“We asked ourselves ‘What was the 
customer missing?’ The answer kept 
coming back to ‘a big game.’ So how do 
you raise your game other than to put 
big money out there and have players 
come and have fun with it,” he said. “As 
a global brand, we need to put on global 
events that will draw people to come 
from far away to experience what we are 
doing here. So that is another objective, 
but at the same time, locals are welcome 
first.”

Said Mullin: “Poker is just one of  the 
great things we have here; we want to 
be a destination for people to come visit, 
so it’s using poker in a different way than 
what the property was used to in the past. Our job is to think of  as 
many ways as we can to make the Seminole Hard Rock as fresh and 
interesting as we can make it.”

Outsiders looking in may try to find many reasons for the Semi-
noles to fail by falling short of  the guarantee, such as catastrophic 
weather or stiff  competition, but Mullin said they’ve looked at all of  
the possibilities.

“Sure, we know it’s a weather season, but that’s the best time to try 
and get people to come here, when things are slower.” As for the com-
petition: “We aren’t naïve . . . We looked at the possible competition 
and the dates, but felt that this is the best time for us to do this.”

One positive aspect the Seminoles have going for them is the five 
other properties they own in Florida, three of  which have large poker 
rooms that will host satellite events all summer: Seminole Hard Rock 

in Tampa, Seminole Casino Coconut Creek and Seminole Casino 
Immokalee.  

“We’re going to offer guaranteed tournaments for over 100 satel-
lite seats, more than we’ve ever done. CoCo should be running them 
simultaneously with us and Tampa is a key to our success, some great 
poker players up there, a solid base,” said William Mason, Hard Rock 
Hollywood’s director of  poker, who went on to explain why the sat-
ellites were a win-win situation for everyone involved. “Pros like to 
see the recreational players get in and see the satellites grow.  Florida 
poker is a little different than anywhere else; players here are willing to 
take a chance and that’s why the action is the best down here.”

He addressed my earlier comment about some people wanting to 
see failure in their future: “Anyone in Florida should not want to see us 
fail. This makes the Florida market the best in the world and Florid-
ians should want this to be the best in the world.”

And while poker players always like an overlay, they usually don’t 
mind seeing the poker room have to reach into its pockets and come 
up with a shortfall. Most smart players realize a successful event of  this 

magnitude makes the future considerably 
brighter.

“We want them to succeed, so that 
they will come back and do it again,” 
said David Tuthill, a Florida State student 
who finished eighth in the L.A. Poker 
Classic this year and was featured in the 
May issue of  Ante Up. “I couldn’t be more 
excited, but when I heard about it I was 
absolutely shocked. This has always been 
a great stop on the WPT, but this $10 mil-
lion event could be one of  the best tour-
naments ever held in live poker history.”  

WPT champ Ravi Ravaghan agreed and 
said the timing was perfect. “There’s not 
much happening at that time in the poker 
world and players will welcome a huge 

event in August.”
Mullin sees this event getting bigger and better, though he cautions 

that future plans will be contingent on the success of  this event.  
“Let’s make it successful, then we can make it even bigger,” he said. 

“If  the tournament does as well as I think it can, I’d like to double 
it.”

Exciting words for poker players around the world, and for South 
Florida locals looking to grab the brass ring. Mullin concluded our 
conversation by inviting people to watch closely for more announce-
ments about what may be involved with this ground-breaking event. 
That brings us back to the all-important F-word: “I believe that there 
will be a lot of  things coming out over the next couple of  months that 
will give people a flavor of  what our tolerance for fun is,” he said.
— Big Dave Lemmon is Ante Up’s South Florida Ambassador. Email him at 
bigdave@pokeractionline.com.

Hard roCk’S $10 million guarantee

DAVE LEMMON 
SOUTH FLORIDA

Scotty Nguyen poses with Muktar Hossain 
at the $5K Hard Rock WPT Showdown 
Main Event. Hossain won his seat at 
Seminole Immokalee in a freeroll.
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The World Poker Tour Jacksonville Main 
Event at bestbet belonged to Mike Linster, 

who bested an impressive field of  350 play-
ers for a $296K payday. The $3,500 buy-in 

resulted in a prize pool that 
surpassed $1.1 million, and 
Linster’s cash (and $25K seat 
at the WPT World Champi-
onship) was easily the biggest 
of  his career.

During the series, the win-
ners were all either regulars, 
Florida residents or serious 

out-of-state players as nearly 1,900 players en-
tered the undercard events, making this anoth-
er incredible success for bestbet Jacksonville.

One of  the early storylines that caught ev-
eryone’s attention was Jonathon Henry, who won 
the first and third event of  the series.

But, as usual, the main event was the big 
story. Notables joining Linster at the final 
table were Pete Tinnesz, Piotr Chwala and Danny 
Schecter, who finished third. Before this victory, 
Linster’s claim to fame was back-to-back wins 
at the Borgata in Atlantic City.

DAYTONA BEACH: Daytona Beach Kennel Club 
held its April Spring Fling, attracting 371 en-
tries for a prize pool of  $75K. The final table 
decided to do a seven-way chop, but first place 
went to Shana Mandeville. … Results from its 
popular Deep Stack Charity Classic will be in 
next month’s issue.
— Email Chaz Allen at anteup.chazallen@gmail.com.

CHAZ ALLEN 
NORTH FLORIDA

While the World Series of  Poker is getting into full swing, the Cen-
tral Florida tournament scene is heating up with events galore. 

HARD ROCK TAMPA: The area’s largest poker room is 
in the middle of  hosting its World Poker Tour Sum-
mer Tampa Bay Open until June 9. The six-max 
and black-chip bounty tournaments return, along 
with two senior events. 

Also, there are two Omaha events, which last se-
ries had none, and on June 4 there’s a NLO/NLHE 
mix event. Two nights later PLO/8 takes center 
stage. If  you were disappointed in the lack of  Oma-
ha last series, then this series is a must for you. 

DERBY LANE: The poker room’s tradition of  running some of  the most 
friendly tournament structures in the Tampa Bay area continues. June 
will kick off  the sixth month of  the Derby Lane Poker Run. 

This monthly two-day event has had more than 100 runners each 
month and the race for the yearly tournament of  champions contin-
ues. This event is so player-friendly because the structure is solid and 
the buy-in allows for the recreational and semi-professional players to 
play and not take too much out of  their bankroll. 

SARASOTA KENNEL CLUB: As announced on the Ante Up PokerCast, the 
One-Eyed Jacks Poker Room will host a satellite June 1 to the Ante Up 

Poker Tour World Championship in July. With four packages guar-
anteed, the prize is amazing: all-inclusive accommodations for two, 
which includes $750 resort credit, and one entry into the $1,100 World 
Championship Main Event (the winner getting their picture on the 
cover of  September’s issue of  Ante Up). The $220 satellite will have 
unlimited re-entries for $100 through the first four levels.

TAMPA BAY DOWNS: The Silks Poker Room is introducing its first week-
long tournament series this July. Check out the room for weekly satel-
lites Mondays and Thursdays to the $540 main event, $225 warm-up 
event and $330 PLO event. We will preview the series in our next 
issue, but satellites have begun along with in-room promotions to win 
your way into the series.

$10 MILLION TEASER: Announced at the end of  April after the Hard 
Rock Hollywood’s WPT main event, the news of  Florida’s first $10 
million guarantee tournament happening in Hollywood this August 
became an instant buzz. 

All Seminole poker properties are getting into the action, and 
Tampa is no different. While nothing official has been set, we have 
heard satellites and promotions to the $5,300 main event will run after 
the summer WPT Regional. For more on this, be sure to read South 
Florida Ambassador Dave Lemmon’s column on Page 8. 
 — Email Andrew Malowitz at anteupandrew@gmail.com.

ANDREW 
MALOWITZ 

CENTRAL FLA.

Linster wins WPT 
title in Jacksonville
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tHiS iSn’t a Slow time for Central fla.

Event 1 • $340 NLHE
Entries: 548 • Pool: $164,400
Jonathon Henry, $30,688*

Event 2 • $340 NLHE
Entries: 103 • Pool: $30,900
Stan Komsky, $5,232*

Event 3 • $230 NLHE
Entries: 100 • Pool: $20K
Jonathon Henry, $7,600*

Event 4 • $230 NLHE
Entries: 132 • Pool: $24,600
Marlon Thompson, $1,848*

Event 5 • $230 NLHE
Entries: 96 • Pool: $19,200
Joseph Dichiaro, $5,200

Event 6 • $340 NLHE
Entries: 624 • Pool: $187,200
Ted Lawler, $39,752*

Event 7 • $200 AIOF
Entries: 119 • Pool: $20,230
Daniel White, $3,849*

Event 8 • $230 O/8
Entries: 67 • Pool: $13,400
Kevin Olsta, $5,226

Event 9 • $340 NLHE
Entries: 107 • Pool: $32,100
Roston Stukes, $4,365*

Event 10 • $340 6-Max
Entries: 62 • Pool: $18,600
Ian Ohara, $6,200

Event 11 • $230 NLHE
Entries: 87 • Pool: $17,400
Jang Hong, $5,008*

Event 12 • $340 PLO/8
Entries: 80 • Pool: $24K
Edgar Russ, $9,120

Event 13 • $340 NLHE
Entries: 94 • Pool: $28,200
Andrew Dykeman, $9,500

Event 14 • $560 NLHE
Entries: 90 • Pool: $45K
Paul Boatright, $5,408*

Event 15 • $230 NLHE
Entries: 103 • Pool: $20,600
Thomas Cage, $7,190

Event 16 • $1,060 NLHE
Entries: 92 • Pool: $92K
Luke Graham, $34,960

$3,500 Main Event
Entries: 351 • Pool: $1.12M
Michael Linster, $296,521

Event 17 • $340 NLHE
Entries: 88 • Pool: $17,600
Michael McDonald, $3,564*

Event 18 • $340 NLHE
Entries: 121 • Pool: $36,300
Steve Mitchell, $8,762
* Denotes deal or chop

WPT/bestbet Jacksonville Spring Series, April 11-30

Mike Linster 
won nearly 

$300K.

Kevin Eyster of Louisiana topped a 
field of more than 540 players to 

win the WPT Hard Rock Showdown 
Main Event and $660K. To read more about 

Kevin Eyster scan the 
code on the left.  

For results from the 
WPT Hard Rock 

Showdown, scan the 
code on the right.
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GARRETT ROTH 
NORCAL

Pechanga Casino and the Ladies International Poker Series 
hosted the Golden State Ladies Championship on April 26-28 

in Temecula, and it was DiannaLee Norman of  San 
Diego who topped an impressive main-event field 
for the title. 

Some of  the players in the $15K guarantee 
$185 event, which drew 145 players for a $21.5K 
prize pool, were Women in Poker Hall of  Fam-
ers Barbara Enright, Marsha Waggoner, Linda Johnson, 
Jan Fisher and Phyllis Caro. (For more on Enright, 
please see Dave Palm’s L.A. column on Page 14). 
Johnson and Fisher also hosted a seminar before 
the start of  the main. 

It only took 3½ hours at the final table to get to heads-up play 
between Laila Bolshari and Norman, who had only about half  the 
size of  Bolshari’s stack. Norman doubled up when she caught a 
four on a 4-5 vs. J-5 all-in. Shortly after that hand, she took down 

the event with a rivered flush, pocketing $6,450 and a seat into the 
LIPS Poker Queen Championship June 29 in Las Vegas. Bolshari 
of  Carlsbad received $3,440.

The opening tournament was the “Boot Scootin” event on Fri-
day, attracting 95 entrants for a $6,400 prize pool. The event paid 
10 spots, but the final three chopped for $1,226 each. In addition 
to the cash, Fisher took the trophy, Pamela Morgan took the seat to 
the LIPS Poker Queen Championship in Las Vegas and Aree Snider 
took an assortment of  prizes.

Also, on Sunday there was an “In Cahoots” $60 open event that 
had 85 entries. When play got down to 10, they agreed to a chop 
and Espy Enriquez took the trophy as chipleader.  

Tournament director Thomas Crane made sure the ladies had a 
great time and the events ran smoothly, and Star Pulver and Brandee-
Bird Annis worked hard to provide a wonderful ladies weekend.  
— Kittie Aleman is Ante Up’s Southern California Ambassador. Email her at 
anteupkittie@gmail.com.

KITTIE 
ALEMAN 

SOCAL

Norman wins title during LIPS weekend at Pechanga

The Sweet 16 Main Event at Thunder Valley Casino Resort is in 
the books as the three-day main event was the culmination of  a 

series that included 15 events throughout March and April. The main 
drew 270 players who each put up the $1K buy-in.

In the end, William Chao of  San Pablo, Calif., defeated Sam Rotar 
of  Australia to take the title and $71,550. Rotar, 
who was chipleader for most of  the final table, took 
home $43K. 

“It always feels great to win a live tournament,” 
Chao said. “I play all over the Bay Area and I’m 
really excited to win this event.” Chao, who was the 
leader of  Day 1A, has been successful in numer-
ous events, having accumulated more than $60K 
in tournament earnings, including cashes in the 
World Series of  Poker, Bay 101 Open and Venetian 

Deep Stack Extravaganza. 
Rotar, traveling the world while playing tournaments, also has 

quite the poker resumé. He has more than $1 million in online tour-
nament winnings in Australia, where online poker is regulated. With 
this being his first live tournament in the United States, it’s clear he’s 
a poker force. 

On the final hand of  the tournament, Chao flipped the 9C-8S after 
being called down on a board of  10S-7H-2S-6S-10H. Rotar held just a 
third 10. Chao’s excited entourage stormed the table as friends, family 
and fans all over the world were watching the live stream on Thunder 
Valley’s website. 

The rest of  the seven-handed final table included Californians 
Michael Toller of  Sacramento (third, $27K), Mariano Alaniz of  Novato 
(fourth, $21K), Thanh Che of  Elk Grove (fifth, $16K), Mimi Luu of  San 
Bruno (sixth, $13K) and Steve Strickland of  Rocklin (seventh, $11K).

Thunder Valley poker director Ben Erwin and his staff  ran a fantas-
tic series.

“The only thing that I can take credit for is listening to the players,” 
he said. “It’s all about them.” 

That quote sums up how serious Thunder Valley is about the satis-
faction of  their players and customers. 

Whether it’s the red-carpet treatment and mouth-watering food 
at High Steaks Steakhouse or Up the Ante Poker Room’s high-stakes 

cash games, it’s no wonder people from all over the world are coming 
to catch the experience of  Thunder Valley Casino Resort. 
— Email Garrett Roth at roth@anteupmagazine.com.

Event 1 • $100 NLHE
Entries: 88 • Pool: $7,040

Levi Hull, $1,539
Event 2 • $100 NLHE
Entries: 79 • Pool: $6,320

Joel Huppe, $1,000
Event 3 • $150 NLHE
Entries: 196 • Pool: $23,520

Berkeley Bodine, $4,363
Event 4 • $350 NLHE
Entries: 237 • Pool: $72,996 

Andrew Barber, $18,689
Event 5 • $125 NLHE
Entries: 97 • Pool: $9,700 

Kyle Bunn, $1,500

Event 6 • $125 Bounty
Entries: 166 • Pool: $13,280 

Seven Doung, $3,054
Event 8 • $100 NLHE
Entries: 126 • Pool: $10,080

David Kahl, $1,578
Event 9 • $100 O/8
Entries: 75 • Pool: $6K 

Jon Johnson, $1,400
Event 10 • $100 NLHE
Entries: 146 • Pool: $11,680 

Darryl Pham, $2,200
Event 11 • $450 NLHE
Entries: 439 • Pool: $175,600 

Michael Engell, $29,204

Event 12 • $150 Bounty
Entries: 183 • Pool: $14,640 

Phong Van, $2,453
Event 13 • $100 HORSE
Entries: 56 • Pool: $4,480 

Ron Talmage, $1,008
Event 14 • $100 NLHE
Entries: 87 • Pool: $6,960 

John Grisler, $1,567
Event 15 • $200 NLHE
Entries: 169 • Pool: $16,900 

Tim Johnston, $2,213
$1,100 Main Event
Entries: 270 • Pool: $270K

William Chao, $71,550

Sweet 16 at Thunder Valley Casino Resort 

William Chao is 
from San Pablo.





CALIFORNIA

I recently had the pleasure of  spending some time with Barbara En-
right, who is known to most for being the only woman to make the 

final table of  the World Series of  Poker Main Event. 
She placed fifth in 1995, taking a tough beat where 
her pocket eights couldn’t hold against Brent Carter’s 
6-3 suited all-in preflop. 

Her name has been appearing all over the local 
tournament results lately. Through April 1, she has 
eight cashes this year, including a win and five cashes 
in the Bicycle Casino Winnin’ o’ the Green tourna-
ment series.

What makes it more impressive is her longevity. 
Enright’s first cash and tournament win happened in 1986. These 
most recent cashes bring her near the 200 career mark. Her resumé 
is incomparable. Some of  Enright’s career achievements include 31 
wins, 2007 inductee to the Poker Hall of  Fame, 2008 inductee into 
the Women in Poker Hall of  Fame, more than $1.4 million in tourna-
ment winnings, 1995 WSOP main event final table, and three WSOP 
bracelets. 

I met her at the Bicycle Casino where she took a break from the 
$20-$40 mixed game to speak with me. Her long-time companion Max 
Shapiro joined us to (presumably) make sure I didn’t get out of  line. In 
our 40-minute talk, I got the impression she likes to play poker, but 
more than that, she likes to win.

The beginning
“I started playing in casinos in 1976, in Gar-

dena. There was the Normandie, the Rainbow, 
the Monterey and the El Dorado. The Hus-
tler is there now where the El Dorado used to 
be. The Gardena Club and the Horseshoe. 
I was a barber and a cocktail waitress and a 
bartender. I worked a lot of  jobs. Sometimes 
at the same time. I’d work days and nights. 
Cutting hair in the daytime, serving drinks at 
night. At a certain point, I found out I could 
make money playing poker.”

Tournaments or cash
“Sometimes I go on streaks where I just want to 

play cash games and not interested in tournaments. At 
first I was traveling a lot playing tournaments. And there wasn’t 
that many. Four or five a year. Now there’s so many all over. It drains 
you. You can’t just play tournaments every day. 

“Plus the tournaments today, they take a lot more money. It costs 
you more to play a tournament than it used to cost. For example, the 
World Series’ $10,000 buy-in; they didn’t charge any juice for that 
tournament. They pay too many spots now. You work all day and get 
your money back and a couple hundred dollars. Sometimes that’s not 
worth it. To me, the idea of  a tournament is to invest a little bit to win 
a lot. If  you just want to win a couple hundred dollars you’d play a ring 
game and try to win a pot or two. 

“Paying 10 percent is all right. Sometimes they pay more. They 
take more off  the top places and give it to the bottom. I remember the 
winner usually got 40 percent of  the prize pool, and most ended when 
they made a deal three- or four-handed.

 “It’s a lot different now than it used to be. They’re taking a lot of  
juice. You have to win twice as many times and cash a lot more than 
you used to. You have to win more often to make up for the way it 

used to be. If  somebody today wins a big tournament for $280,000, 
back in the day it would have been $350,000 or $380,000. They pay 
more (spots) today. They want to give everybody enough to come back 
again and get more juice from them. They’re smart. People’s bankrolls 
are getting depleted from the juice they’re taking. They can’t win fast 
enough to keep up with it like in the past.

 “Last year I hardly played any tournaments. Sometimes I feel like 
I want to play more tournaments and sometimes I’m not interested in 
them. I’ll probably play more World Series events this year than I’ve 
been playing. I like that one with the $1,500 entry and the $1 million 
guaranteed first place. 

Recognition
 “Sometimes I’m told afterward that someone recognized me. The 

ones that watch a lot of  TV and are really into it know, but the newer 
ones don’t. 

“It used to be when I sat down at the table, I knew almost every-
body at the table. There might be one or two at each table that I didn’t 
know. Now there’s one or two in a room that I do know. It’s just so dif-
ferent. I know the ladies. … Some ladies come up to me and ask for a 
picture or autograph, so I guess some of  them know me.”

World Series of Poker
“I have been going every year, but I don’t play a lot of  

events. There are a lot of  tournaments all over town. 
The year I won the ladies tournament for the sec-

ond time (1994), I didn’t go that year until the last 
week. I went just for that. 

“I missed the ladies tournament two years 
ago for the first time since I won in 1986, my 
first trip to Vegas. Then I went every year to 
play it since then. The reason I didn’t play it 
two years ago, I got in the money in the stud 
tournament and I had to come back the next 
day. The second day of  stud was the same 

day as the ladies.
“I heard about the ladies in the main event 

last year, but I don’t really follow too much any-
more. There are so many tournaments and they’re 

all running into each other. When I first started, there 
were only a handful of  women playing. I think when 

I made the final table of  the main event, there were only 11 
women. 

Career highlight
“The most exciting thing for me was winning my first tournament 

for $16,400. I never saw that much money in my life. I was making 
money and playing poker, but I was grinding it out, paying rent, just 
making it. All these stacks of  hundred-dollar bills, it was overwhelm-
ing.”

I asked Max if  he could think of  anything to add. “A couple years 
ago, ESPN interviewed her and they asked her what she would be 
willing to give up to win the World Series. She pointed to me and said, 
‘Him.’ She is unique and everybody loves her. She treats everyone the 
same and doesn’t look down on anyone.”

From what I’ve seen, I can only agree. And as I write this, she just 
finished 19th at the final event of  Hustler Casino’s Liz Flynt Spring 
Classic. And the beat goes on. 
— Dave Palm is Ante Up’s L.A. Ambassador. Email him at LA.AnteUp@gmail.com.

DAVE PALM 
LOS ANGELES
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Most regular poker players, professional and amateur, know 
there’s no truly stereotypical player anymore.

Sure, you’ll see some cigar-chomping old-timers, 
and there are more than a few hotshot young guys 
who love making huge moves and turning over big 
bluffs. But the face of  poker is much more diverse 
in 2013.

And in March, at the Heartland Poker Tour’s 
most popular stop (the Golden Gates in Black 
Hawk), that face belonged to Teresa Heming-
way.

Some players underestimate Hemingway at first; she’s 
used to it. The Aurora resident is an amateur and, obvi-
ously, a woman. And as much as her table opponents should 
know better, the reality is her gender prompts certain play-
ers to think that means they can get the better of  her. 

And while Hemingway doesn’t lack for confidence, you also 
might not meet a friendlier or more gracious person in your life. 

Hemingway, an account manager for a communications company, 
topped 670 competitors to become the third female champion in the 
tour’s history. She cashed more than $226K for the win, having in-
vested just $360 in a qualifier — no re-entries. She came out on fire, 
building one of  biggest stacks throughout the event and reaching the 
final table as chipleader.

Even after Hemingway had built such a powerful stack early in the 
tournament, some opponents refused to buy in to her abilities.

“Being a female (player), I could feel them coming for me,” she said. 
“But I just tried to stay focused and play my game. When you’re a 
woman and the chipleader through most of  the tournament, they don’t 
always take you seriously. But when you keep turning over the winner, 
they can underestimate me, or any other woman, all they want.”

Hemingway said her biggest prior win was about $3K at a tourna-
ment in Las Vegas. With so much more money on the line at the final 
table, one might expect an amateur to tighten up, but Hemingway 

kept playing her aggressive game. 
“I really didn’t feel a ton of  pressure,” she said. “I felt like 

I was putting the pressure on the other players at the table. 
It really was such smooth sailing all the way. I made some 
pretty good calls, but of  course luck is involved. There is 
skill, don’t get it twisted, but you have to have some luck, 

and it was on my side for the whole tournament.”
Though Hemingway’s gender is only one facet of  the story, 

she agrees that it’s an important one.
“Being the first woman in Colorado, and third overall, to win (the 

HPT), what an honor that is. It’s a pretty exclusive club, and I hope 
to see more women join that club as well. What an opportunity it is to 
represent women in poker.”

Before the win, Hemingway and her family had planned a trip to Ha-
waii for her parents’ 50th anniversary, and this will make it a little nicer, 
she said. “We might enjoy some small splurges, a few home improve-
ments, but that’s all. It was fun, but now it’s really business as usual.”
— Email Rick Gershman at rickgershman@gmail.com.

COLORADO

RICK GERSHMAN 
COLORADO
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The Ante Up Poker Tour stop at Downstream Casino’s Four States 
Poker Championship wrapped up May 26 (after deadline), so be 

sure to check the cover of  our July issue to see who won the main 
event. In the meantime, here’s what’s happening around Oklahoma 

and Kansas in June. 
HARD ROCK TULSA: The casino’s main progressive 

bad-beat jackpot was closing in on $200K, growing 
at an average clip of  $500 per day. The qualifier is 
quad eights. Also, the poker room’s next major tour-
nament event is expected to be in August. Stay tuned 
for more details.

KANSAS STAR CASINO: The Star’s poker room contin-
ues to offer its $85 no-limit hold’em bounty tourna-

ment on Wednesday nights (it pays seven places) as well as its popular 
Thursday night “Cash & Splash” promotion. June 8 will be the fi-
nal “Off  to the Races” competitive high-hand promotion, which has 
tables competing against each other to produce the most high hands 
each hour. A player from the winning table then spins a cash wheel for 
the table to get a splash pot of  up to $1K.

HOLLYWOOD CASINO: The cardroom at Kansas Speedway is running 

its $160 deepstack tournament on the second and fourth Sundays of  
the month. The freeroll satellite promotion concluded in late May, 
sending eight players to the June 23 Hollywood Poker Open Champi-
onship at the M Resort in Las Vegas. Hollywood is targeting July for its 
next promotion; details should be available in July’s issue of  Ante Up.

RIVER SPIRIT CASINO: A pair of  freerolls is gaining traction here. The 
first is a cash-game hours qualifying freeroll. Beginning June 1 and 
running through August, the freeroll will be $20K with a 45-hours-of-
play qualifier. It runs the first Saturday of  the next month. The second 
is a $3.5K freeroll for daily tournament play. Points are awarded for 
each regular tournament and accumulate each month. The top 30 
point-earners qualify for the freeroll, held the second Saturday of  the 
next month. 

The daily tournaments run most mornings and evenings. The 
room also offers high-hand promotions and a bad-beat jackpot (any 
quads) that is near $115K. New for the room is a $230 buy-in, $7,500 
guarantee bounty tournament. The bounties will be $100 with June 1 
set for the tournament’s date.
— Robert Kelly is Ante Up’s Oklahoma-Kansas Ambassador. You can email him 
at anteuprob@gmail.com.

OKLAHOMA/KANSAS

Tournaments, promotions are doing well

ROBERT KELLY 
OKLAHOMA

April was a busy month for tournaments in St. Louis. Most days 
saw three tournaments running at all buy-in levels. Hollywood 

Casino St. Louis hosted the Hollywood Poker Open 
on April 4-15 and River City Casino hosted the 
Heartland Poker Tour on April 19-29. 

The month opened with the inaugural HPO, in-
cluding a variety of  events (six-max and pot-limit 
Omaha). 

“We had great cash action in the poker room 
during the series,” manager Denise Taykowski said. 
“The tourney was lighter than I had hoped, but it 

was the very first one.”
The series concluded with the main event as 

John Roberts took the title, $34,920 and an entry 
into the HPO Championship in Las Vegas this 
month.

River City hosted a media charity tournament 
to kick off  the HPT series. I represented Ante Up 

Magazine on behalf  of  the American Cancer Soci-
ety and won first place for a $2,500 donation. More 

than 5,100 players participated over the course of  the HPT series. A 
busy schedule juggled three daily tournaments and a range of  single-
table satellites.

The main event ran with three Day 1 flights and drew 381 players 
for a $549K prize pool. The final table offered live streaming and 
hand-by-hand reporting. New for Season 9: The final table is nine-
handed. A number of  returning HPT names joined the final table, 
including Arizona business owner Stan Jablonski, who has made three 
HPT final tables in the past seven months, and 22-year-old Jordan 
Jayne, an HPT champion.

To make the return on investment even better, several players used 
satellites to earn their entries. Roger Campbell entered through a $375 
mega satellite and Johnna Stewart invested $40 in a single-table satellite 
and grew that into a main-event entry. Campbell was chipleader com-

ing into the final table.  
“We see these incredible Cinderella stories at every stop,” HPT ex-

ecutive producer Fred Bevill said. “Life-changing money is accessible 
on HPT.”

The HPT will return to St. Louis on Nov. 1-11. The hotel, under 
construction on property, will be open by that time and the casino 
expects to expand its operating hours.
— Don Matusofsky is Ante Up’s Missouri Ambassador. Email him at  
anteupdonm@gmail.com.

aPril: big montH for St. louiS tournamentS
MISSOURI

DON MATUSOFSKY 
MISSOURI
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Event 1 • $350 NLHE
Entries: 91 • Pool: $26,481
Kyle Caslin, $8,474

Event 2 • $125 NLHE
Entries: 157 • Pool: $15,700
Matthew Schwab, $4,397

Event 3 • $125 NLHE
Entries: 121 • Pool: $12,100
Jessica Wolfe, $3,749

Event 4 • $350 NLHE
Entries: 298 • Pool: $86,718
Cory Robinson, $20,812

Event 5 • $125 NLHE
Entries: 99 • Pool: $9,900
Andrew Louvier, $3,167

Event 6 • $245 Seniors
Entries: 154 • Pool: $30,184
Mark Buckner, $8,452

Event 7 • $350 NLHE
Entries: 61 • Pool: $17,751
Jon Eaton, $6,035

Event 8 • $350 NLHE
Entries: 16 • Pool: $4,656
Albert Morrow, $3,492

Event 9 • $300 6-Max
Entries: 63 • Pool: $15,278
Thomas Wall, $5,194

Event 10 • $245 O/8
Entries: 83 • Pool: $16,268
George Prudhomme, $5,205

Event 11 • $350 NLHE
Entries: 16 • Pool: $4,656
William Corvaia, $2,328

Event 12 • $300 NLHE
Entries: 36 • Pool: $8,730
William Corvaia, $3,317

$1,620 Main Event
Entries: 75 • Pool: $109,125
John Roberts, $34,920

Event 15 • $245 Ladies
Entries: 20 • Pool: $3,920
Darlyn Goetz, $1,960

Event 16 • $350 NLHE
Entries: 22 • Pool: $6,402
Tom Rosenthal, $3,201

Hollywood Poker Open, St. Louis, April 4-15

Ante Up’s Don 
Matusofsky allo-
cated his charity 
win of $2,500 
to the American 
Cancer Society. 





MID-ATLANTIC

Dover Downs Hotel & Casino in Dover, Del., will be holding five 
satellites for the Oct. 20 sailing of  the Ante Up Poker Cruise out 

of  the New York City metro area.
Each tournament has a buy-in of  just $25, with the winner getting 

an oceanview cruise package for two for the Oct. 20 
sailing of  the Ante Up Poker Cruise out of  Cape 
Bayonne, N.J. The seven-night cruise sails to Ber-
muda. Players who finish second-10th in each tour-
nament win $50.

Over the weekend of  June 22-24, Dover Downs 
will be giving away 100 poker-chip sets. These are 
nice sets you can use to hone your skills in your 
home game.

MARYLAND: Hollywood Perryville has added a bad-
beat jackpot its the poker room. The qualifying hand to be beaten is 
quad deuces, and the jackpot builds every day.

WEST VIRGINIA: Hollywood at Charles Town has added more daily 
tournaments so that there’s at least one event each day. For more infor-
mation, check our Where to Play pages in the back of  the magazine.
— Michael Young is the Ante Up Ambassador for the Mid-Atlantic area. Email 
him at anteupmike@gmail.com. 

MICHAEL YOUNG 
MID-ATLANTIC

more CruiSeS at dover
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PATRICK 
 GALLAGHER 
NORTHEAST

NORTHEAST

For New England, summer is bringing lots of  poker action from 
Foxwoods, Mohegan Sun and local charity tours.

FOXWOODS: The Connecticut poker room continues a strong string 
of  tournament offerings with the Spring into Summer Mega Madness 

from June 22-30. Complete details weren’t available 
at press time, but per room management, look for 
more than $700K in guarantees, the return of  low 
buy-ins ($100, $155, $200, including the popular 
$200 no-limit hold’em super $100 bounty) for deep 
and megastack events, and the two-day $1,090 main 
event.

 The room also will be running World Series of  
Poker Main Event satellites in early June, with $100 
step satellites beginning June 3 for the June 8 $800 

satellite. The $800 satellite will offer a 15K starting stack and 30-min-
ute blinds, with seats awarded for every $10K in the prize pool.  

MOHEGAN SUN: Not to be outdone by its Nutmeg neighbor, Mohegan 
Sun added a progressive bad beat in May and added $80K in seed 
money. Cash players of  all levels between $1-$1 NLHE through $5-$5 
NLHE and $2-$4 to $5-$10 limit qualify (quad fives). Adding more 
cash levels gives Mohegan an edge over Foxwoods, which limits quali-
fiers to lower levels and has a quad eights qualier.

MoheganSunPoker.com, a free virtual poker room, debuted for 
play May, offering free club-based online poker. All players can play 
scheduled MTTs and SNGs, earning points and chips, and having the 
chance to win special prizes such as travel/hotel packages to Mohegan 
Sun.

MASSACHUSETTS: Eastern Poker Tour will offer its $400 WSOP main-
event qualifier on June 8 in Dedham. One in 36 will win a seat plus 
travel expenses ($12K value). In 2012, three EPT players made the 
main event and two cashed. Check easternpokertour.com for details.
— Patrick Gallagher is Ante Up’s Northeast Ambassador. Email him at 
 anteupne@gmail.com.

Lots of action coming
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SOUTHWEST

Spending several action-packed hours one weekend in the small, 
hospitable poker room of  Buffalo Thunder Resort and Casino 

near Santa Fe, I came away wondering how certain 
rooms seem to leave players feeling more content 
than others. Of  course, winning (or losing) might 
have something to do with a player’s mood, but in 
this case I left the room smiling, and barely broke 
even.

 It’s good for all when staff  and management 
contribute to players’ ease by working well together. 
Particularly in this room, each player seemed to bask 

in the warmth of  something similar to  . . . easy friendship? And a 
cozy, smoothly running room does seem to influence players to return 
soon and often.

Large cardrooms certainly have their charm, too, especially the 
ones that offer endless game variety, conveniences such as well-stocked 
snack bars and all the other pampering amenities. Bigger rooms nec-
essarily run like well-oiled machines, but they may require more care 
to avoid losing that personal touch.

Speaking of  large and well-run rooms, at least two of  the most spa-
cious in the Southwest region are famous for being favorites of  players 
and at the top of  their game. In New Mexico, the roomiest room is in 
Sandia Resort and Casino in Albuquerque, which hosts World Series 
of  Poker satellites through June 3 ($35 buy-ins). First and second place 
win seats into Sandia’s WSOP main event tournaments in Las Vegas, 
where each winner earns a seat valued at $10K.

TALKING STICK: June is a happening month at the king-sized Arena 
Poker Room at Talking Stick Resort and Casino in Scottsdale, Ariz., 
so much so it’s difficult to mention it all. For instance, June 8, (and 
once a month, every month through December) brings the Super 
Turbo, Super Bounty, Super Big Stack with $100 bounty awarded 

for every player eliminated. This is a $200 buy-in with $25 service 
fee, and sign-ups begin at noon on Monday before the tournament 
at the poker cage. Also, the Big Stack event, which begins with 10K 
chips ($330) starts at 11:15 a.m, June 1-July 6. Again, players can start 
signing up on the Monday before the event. This month’s $150 Last 
Saturday of  the Month tournament, featuring a $20K guarantee, is 
June 29 at 11:15 a.m.

• You’d better believe June is lively in the smaller cardrooms, too. 
Buffalo Thunder offers these tournaments: Tuesday, 6:30 p.m ($40, 
plus one rebuy); Friday and Saturday, 6:30, $75. There’s a Father’s 
Day event (June 16) at 2 p.m., with $500 added to the prize pool ($40, 
one re-entry allowed, 3,500 chips, 15-minute levels). Also, there’s an 
Omaha/8 tournament June 23 at 2 p.m., with $100 added per table 
to the prize pool, $100 entry (one re-entry) 5K chips and 20-minute 
levels. The June 29 Last Saturday of  the Month deepstack is $150, 
starts at 1 p.m. and gets you 15K chips and 20-minute blinds. (All of  
these tournaments allow players to earn 1K bonus chips for two hours 
live play before the start of  scheduled play.)

HARD ROCK: WSOP excitement at Albuquerque Hard Rock Casino 
awards winners of  each Tuesday tournament this month a seat in the 
final on June 25; the winner of  each Thursday tournament wins a seat 
in the final on June 27, but all seats in the final must be won; no buy-
ins allowed. All final winners will receive a $10K buy-in to the WSOP 
main and $2,500 for expenses. Plus, there will be a $2,500 prize pool 
for each final (second-10th).

CASINO DEL SOL: This Tucson room is proud to announce the Poker 
Basketball promotion is continuing through June 30. Players will win 
$200 per half  and final score, $50 per half  and final score for reverses 
and the Super Bonus up to $1,500 per game.
— Mary Bradley is Ante Up’s Southwest Ambassador. You can email her at 
anteupmary@gmail.com.

MARY BRADLEY 
SOUTHWEST
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NEVADA

Miner has major success in Reno/Tahoe area
By covering the Reno/Tahoe poker action, I’ve discovered one 

name continues to pop up at every major event: John Miner. He al-
ways has had poker at his fingertips as a Carson City local, and started 
playing low-limit cash games about 10 years ago. He’s concentrated 

on playing tournament poker for the past four years, 
amounting an impressive career, including a victory 
at the All-In Poker Series at the Atlantis Casino for 
$45K. I asked Miner how he learned so quickly.

“By hard knocks, just playing the game,” he said.
He learned the hard way, playing $3-$6 limit, and 

eventually progressed into the no-limit games up to 
$10-$20. And he didn’t progress by reading books 
like so many other players do these days.

“I found books and videos useless in learning be-
cause every table and player is different, and if  you go in with a set 
plan of  rules, you’re most likely going to lose. You have to learn the 
people you’re playing, and I personally don’t think you can win by 
reading about ABC poker.”

Though Miner is focusing on tournament poker, he still plays cash 
games and feels the Peppermill is the best room that offers the levels 
he likes to play.

“The Peppermill offers a lot of  different games, and they get to 

some pretty high levels,” he said. “I enjoy playing their $2-$3-$5 
NLHE and the $5-$10 there.”

He knows Reno poker has fallen back a bit because of  the open-
ing of  so many California cardrooms, and he believes the only way 
Reno will remain a strong competitor in the market is by bringing 
in more major events. The last World Series of  Poker Circuit that 
came through the area offered him an opportunity to win his first ring, 
which he did when he won Event 1 at Harveys Lake Tahoe for $20K. 
He plans to attend the WSOP in Vegas this month, with hopes of  
playing the new millionaire-maker and the main event.  

Miner sells action to his events, and anyone interested in a potential 
sponsorship for him may contact me at the below email address for 
details.

I noticed Miner wearing a Full Tilt hat, and asked him about his 
thoughts on the recent regulation of  online poker in Nevada. He said 
he will stick to live play, as he’s never really been heavily active in on-
line poker. So why the hat?

“I wear this hat mostly as a joke, to remind my friends of  how much 
money they lost on there.”

Well played, John, well played.
— Leslie Pauls is an Ante Up Ambassador for Reno and a representative for 

Blue Shark Optics. Email her at anteupcali@gmail.com.

LESLIE PAULS 
RENO
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Players flock to Las Vegas every day to play poker and, of  course, 
the game most come to play is no-limit hold’em. Sure, there are 

limit hold’em games, Omaha and mixed games. But overwhelmingly 
they come to play NLHE for small stakes.  

Though bigger NLHE games are available, the 
bread-and-butter game of  most players and most 
poker rooms in Vegas is $1-$2 or $1-$3.

Which should you play? Is there a difference, other 
than the obvious? Depends. Every poker player who 
frequents the Vegas rooms has an opinion on where 
the soft games are. Of  course those opinions don’t 
always agree, or stand up to actual experience.

I’ve played in rooms that have reputations for soft 
games and come away with a lot less money than 

when I entered. On the other hand, I also tried the rooms known for 
tougher games and have left with a fat wallet. My experience tells me 
it’s not the room, it’s the players at your particular table, regardless of  
the room, that really matter. Oh, and the cards may have something 
to do with it, too.

Thus, a $1-$3 room is not necessarily any tougher than the $1-$2 
room just down the Strip. But players should realize they’re risking 
more money if  they choose the slightly bigger game. Of  course, the 
rewards will be greater when you’re running well.

Keep in mind you probably want to buy in for more at the $1-$3. 
Though most rooms have at least a $300 maximum buy-in on the 
$1-$2 game, most players feel comfortable buying in for $200 (100 
big blinds). You’ll need $300 for 100 big blinds at $1-$3.  Your preflop 
raise needs to be a little bigger there, too.

Both varieties are easy to find on the Strip. Popular $1-$3 games are 
available at Aria, Wynn, Caesars Palace, Treasure Island and Riviera. 
The Bellagio recently changed $1-$2 to $1-$3.

Still, there are plenty of  big rooms spreading $1-$2, including Mi-
rage, Venetian, MGM, Planet Hollywood, Flamingo, Bally’s, Har-
rah’s, Luxor, Excalibur, Mandalay Bay, Monte Carlo, the Quad and 
the Stratosphere.  

Most of  the locals rooms spread $1-$2, though three rooms near 
the Strip (Rio, Palms and Hard Rock) offer $1-$3. The busiest locals 
joint near the Strip, the Orleans, features $1-$2. There are plenty of  
options for your no-limit dollar.

VENETIAN: The $2,635 main event at Venetian’s Deep Stack Extrava-
ganza was settled April 25, when Jeremy Ausmus of  North Las Vegas 
won the first-place prize of  $121,853. Ali Fazeli of  Las Vegas was the 
runner-up and took home $75,142, with Ryan Welch of  Henderson 
earning third-place money ($50,771). More than 220 entrants resulted 
in a prize pool of  more than $507K.

The Venetian confirmed the dates (Sept. 19-26) of  its Deep Stack 
Extravagaza 3.5, the shorter version of  its popular series. The Vene-
tian thinks the two-month break after the tournament-heavy summer 

season will bring in players eager to get back into tournament mode.
CAESARS: The Hoops and Hold’em Tournament at Caesars Palace 

wrapped April 7 with Duane Alan Sirr of  Canada claiming the $560 
championship event. Sirr took home $11,495, while Sweden’s Goran 
Lind was second ($8,046). Seventy-nine players entered for a pool of  a 
little more than $38K.

The poker room’s Summer Mega Stack Series (May 24-July 14), 
will have more than $2 million in guarantees, including a million-
dollar guarantee for the  $1,080 main event, which begins July 9. The 
main event will run until July 14 if  needed. Most events will be one-
day tournaments. Call the poker room for details.  

WYNN: The poker room has added another guarantee to its tour-
nament schedule. The noon Friday tournament will be identical to 
the Sunday tournament, a $200 buy-in with a $10K guarantee and 
30-minute blinds. The Saturday tournament remains a $225 event 
with a $25K guarantee and 40-minute levels. All of  these tournaments 
start with 10K chips.

The Wynn has released the schedule for its Summer Classic (June 
7-26). The $5,180 championship event starts June 22.

GOLDEN NUGGET: The downtown poker room is trying to mix things 
up a bit with a new $6-$12 H.O.R.S.E. game. It spreads on Wednes-
day afternoons and has a $2 max rake and $60 minimum buy-in.

As part of  its Grand Poker Series, the Nugget is partnering with All-
VegasPoker.com and offering a rake-free, $100 no-limit hold’em tour-
nament on June 7. Players start with 10K chips and 30-minute levels. 
The tournament will be the 18th official meetup for AVP, and previous 
rake-free tournaments have attracted as many as 300 entrants. The 
event is open to all players.

MGM GRAND: The poker room is offering a new daily 2 p.m. turbo 
tournament with 10-minute levels. A $50 buy-in gets players a 10K 
stack. Rob Moore, the room’s director of  poker operations, hopes the 
tournament will appeal to players looking for a lower-priced, shorter 
tournament than the 11 a.m. and 7 p.m. daily events, which cost $80 
($125 on Friday and Saturday nights). MGM ran a few of  these turbo 
tournaments in April and they proved to be popular.

BINION’S: Last issue I wrote about Binion’s starting regular “Super 
Saturday” events for a $160 entry fee. The guarantee prize pool for 
these events is $25K, not $250K, as first reported. The recent one in 
April was another success. More than 240 entrants resulted in a prize 
pool of  more than $31K. 

The week after that event, the regular $125 tournament at Binion’s 
had to be moved. It seems a couple who had met in the Binion’s poker 
room had rented out the tournament room for their wedding. I’m sure 
they’ll have many years of  wedded bliss ahead of  them, as long as they 
never play at the same table.
 — Rob Solomon is Ante Up’s Las Vegas Ambassador. You can email him at 
 rob@allvegaspoker.com. Follow him on Twitter @Robvegaspoker and read his 
blog at robvegaspoker.blogspot.com.

$1-$2 vS. $1-$3: differenCe iS more tHan $1
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By Scott Long
Fifth Street Radio, which in just two years 

has become one of  the most popular Internet 
poker radio stations, plans to dramatically in-
crease its presence at this year’s World Series 
of  Poker with 10 hours of  programming a 
day. 

“I love the World Series. It’s like 
our industry’s Super Bowl,” said 
Mark Hoke, programming direc-
tor for Fifth Street Radio. 

Fifth Street Radio, which will 
debut a new booth in the halls of  
the Rio Las Vegas, plans six hours a 
day of  live programming and will simulcast 
three days a week on PokerNews.Com. Four 
more hours of  prerecorded content is planned 
each day. In addition to covering all 
of  the action from the tournament, 
Fifth Street is lining up games, live-
stream roundtables, interactive 
activities and even comedians to 
make broadcasts interesting

“We’re going to pull out every-
thing to make it work,” Hoke said.

Hoke, who said he always has wanted 
to be a broadcaster and dabbled briefly as a 
newspaper reporter and an Ante Up Magazine 
columnist, has been working on the building 
blocks of  what is Fifth Street Radio for a few 
years, but meeting Mark Rhoades, a success-
ful entrepreneur and poker enthusiast, at a 
charity event in December 2011 is what put 

the company on its present trajectory.
“About three months after (last year’s 

World Series) Mark and I started having seri-
ous talks about partnering together,” Rhoades 
said. “Mark and I both felt with his knowl-
edge of  broadcasting and poker contacts and 

my business and contacts we would be a 
serious force together. By December 

2012, we formed the new company, 
Fifth Street Entertainment LLC, 
which oversees all other shows, in-
cluding Fifth Street Radio and a lot 

of  new programming we have com-
ing out over the next few months.” 

When the duo isn’t at the World Series, 
it’s producing more than 10 hours of  original 
content each week, broadcasting on Wednes-

day, Friday and Sunday nights, with a 
mix of  regular guests, professional 

players, game shows and online 
tournaments that have cultivated 
a fan base that spans 97 countries 
and interacts with hosts nightly in 

its UStream.TV chat box. Select 
content is later turned into podcasts.

“When we program it, we try to get the 
great guests on it, we try to keep people up on 
the news and current events, but we also want 
to be entertaining, because I want us to be 
able to branch out beyond the poker commu-
nity,” said Hoke, who also got the exclusive 
interview with Jerry Yang about his IRS situa-
tion. “I want everyone who listens to the show 

to have fun and get to know the players.”
Regular guests include Rich Muny of  Poker 

Players Alliance, the Grindettes, Kevin Mathers 
and Chad Holloway of  Poker News, and Fifth 
Street Radio has also broadcast from a num-
ber of  live events, including the Ante Up 
Midwest Championship in Minnesota.

“When I ask questions, it’s more of  a 
conversational piece, rather than a list of  
10 questions I want to ask,” said Hoke, who 
drew inspiration from how Johnny Carson used 
to host the Tonight Show. “I think it brings 
these people’s humanity to light, and we get 
to know them as more than just people hold-
ing cards, and to me, that’s really the key to 
what we do at Fifth Street Radio.” S

Listen live to Fifth Street radio at 
fifthstreetradio.com from 6-9:30 
p.m. ET on Sundays and from 9 
p.m.-12:30 a.m. ET on Wednes-
days and Fridays.

fiftH Street radio: 10 HourS a day at wSoP

POKER CRUISES

Royal Caribbean International reserves the right to impose a fuel supplement on all guests if the price of West Texas Intermediate fuel exceeds $65 per barrel. The 
fuel supplement for 1st and 2nd guests would be no more than $10 per guest per day, to a maximum of $140 per cruise; and for additional guests would be no more 

than $5 per person per day, to a maximum of $70 per cruise.

*All prices are per person, based on double occupancy, and include taxes,  government fees and port charges. 
Limited number of staterooms available at these introductory rates. Ships Registry Bahamas

ANTEUPCRUISES.COM 

ALL BOOKINGS MUST BE MADE THROUGH ANTE UP TO PLAY 
IN THE POKER ROOM, PER ROYAL CARIBBEAN POLICY.  

QUESTIONS? CALL JEANNE COSENZA @ 727-742-3843
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JO KIM 
A.C./PHILLY

ATLANTIC CITY/PHILADELPHIA

Hard to find a buSier time for Poker
It’s been busier than ever in the Atlantic City-Philadelphia region 

for poker players. In the past couple of  months, there has been 
a frenzy of  tournaments, including World Series of  
Poker Circuit, DeepStacks Poker Tour, the Borgata 
Open and other respectable local events. Among the 
highlights was the DeepStacks Northeast Pennsylva-
nia Poker Open at Mohegan Sun at Pocono Downs 
in Wilkes Barre, Pa.

The $100K guarantee $1,100 main event (April 
13-15) drew 111 entrants. Wilkes Barre’s Michael Mur-
phy took home the trophy, $33,180 and a seat into 

the DSPT national championship at Mohegan Sun in Connecticut in 
November. The final hand was a three-way all-in between the cham-
pion, Thomas Koral and Anthony Casagrande. Murphy’s pocket queens 
beat Casagrande’s A-J and Koral’s 10-10.

In other Pennsylvania tournament news, the WSOPC visited Har-
rah’s Philadelphia in May, as the main event was a $300K guarantee 
re-entry with a $1,675 buy-in. Players who busted with their first entry 

into Day 1B could also buy in to Day 2. The final count was 355 en-
trants with 36 in the money. Some of  the notable pros in the field were 
Chris Klodnicki, Matt Glantz, Ari Engel, Allen Kessler and Alik Sitnyakovsky.

In the end, it was Rex Clinkscales who captured the main event and 
$121K. He finished 10th in this same event in 2012.

The WSOPC also had a historic moment when Chris Reslock won 
his seventh ring, just three days after his sixth, breaking the all-time re-
cord. Reslock has won three rings this year, not to mention a bracelet 
in 2007. With his most recent ring, Reslock won the Casino Cham-
pionship points race at Harrah’s Philadelphia, a seat to the $1 mil-
lion tournament at Harrah’s New Orleans and a seat in the WSOP 
national championship.

CHARITY EVENT: The Revel will host a $110 charity tournament June 
22 to benefit local firefighters. Registration begins at 9 a.m. and cards 
are in the air at noon. A $50 add-on is allowed after the third level and 
there’s a $10 celebrity bounty on certain players. For more information, 
call 856-258-6754 or email allhandsworkingcharity@gmail.com. 
— Email her at Jo Kim at anteupjokim@gmail.com.

WSOP Circuit, Harrah’s Philadelphia, April 25-May 6

Event 1 • $365 NLHE
Entries: 175 • Pool: $52,500
Fred Roetker, $14,175

Event 2 • $365 NLHE
Entries: 643 • Pool: $192,900
Sean Britt, $39,545

Event 3 • $580 NLHE
Entries: 99 • Pool: $49,500
Dog MacKinnon, $14,850

Event 4 • $365 NLHE
Entries: 161 • Pool: $48,300
Tom Midena, $13,041

Event 5 • $365 H.O.S.E.
Entries: 96 • Pool: $28,800
Peter Ippolito, $8,640

Event 6 • $580 NLHE
Entries: 130 • Pool: $65K
Chris Reslock, $18,200

Event 7 • $365 6-Max
Entries: 215 • Pool: $64,500
Kevin McColgan, $17,415

Event 8 • $365 NLHE
Entries: 159 • Pool: $47,700
David Zeitlin, $12,879

Event 9 • $365 NLHE
Entries: 168 • Pool: $50,400
Anthony Magistrale, $13,608

$1,675 Main Event
Entries: 351 • Pool: $526,500
Rex Clinkscales, $121,095

Event 11 • $365 NLHE
Entries: 98 • Pool: $29,400
Chris Reslock, $8,820

Event 12 • $365 NLHE
Entries: 108 • Pool: $32,400
Todd Bales, $9,720

Trudi Smith of  Erie, Pa., is a popular player at Presque Isle Downs 
poker room. She’s smart with her bankroll and she knows what 

it takes to win at the poker table. She was kind 
enough to share some of  her background 
with me.

How long have you been playing poker? I 
started playing seven or eight years ago. 
I loved watching it on TV and one day I 
walked into a tavern that had a free tourna-
ment where you could win $50. From there I 
started playing at a 25-cent/50-cent home game, 
and then started frequenting the local underground 

poker games. 
Did you play a lot of games growing up? Absolutely. My parents were 

bridge players so as soon as our little hands were big enough to hold 
13 cards at once we learned to play, too. I was only about 10 or so and 
my feet couldn’t even touch the ground.

Do you play anything besides NLHE? I like Omaha but I don’t get much 
opportunity to play.

What did you do before poker? I was a sales director of  a soft-
ware company. My team covered Northeastern United 
States and Canada.

Why do you enjoy cash games over tournaments? I like the 
freedom to come and go when I please. I don’t mind grind-

ing it out in a tournament, but I want the stakes to be high 
enough to make it worthwhile. 

Who is your favorite player? I still love Daniel Negreanu.
— Mike Owens is the Ante Up Ambassador for Western Pennsylvania and West 
Virginia. You can follow him on Twitter @Holdemag and check out his blog at 
CheckRaze.com. He can be reached at anteupowens@gmail.com.

Smith: smart, popular, winner

MIKE OWENS 
W. PA./W. VA.

WEST PA./WEST VA.

N
E

W
S

28

   |
   J

UN
E 2

01
3  

 |  
 an

te
up

m
ag

az
in

e.
co

m
   |

   @
an

te
up

m
ag

az
in

e





CHICAGOLAND

Poker players from around the country descended upon Chicago-
land and Tinley Park to support the American Legion Post 615 

Women’s Auxiliary and Shady Oaks Camp during 
the Windy City Poker Championship. 

But it was Shawn Bartness who captured the $2K 
main event.

This four-day charity series also featured a tele-
vised $1,500 buy-in eight-person heads-up 
event and a $3K high roller sit-n-go.

The heads-up event featured local 
pros, including Nick Jivkov, James Snyder 

and Ryan Leng, along with high-stakes cash-game specialist 
Rick Rahim. The SNG featured WLS-TV and radio celeb-
rities Richard Roeper and Ron Magers, who played against a 
tough field that included four WPT Boot Camp amateurs, 
pros Aaron Massey, Nick Brancato and 2003 World Series champ Chris 
Moneymaker.

“This year’s coverage is by far the best we have had to date; the 

combination of  players and personalities will make for an entertaining 
broadcast,” WCPC executive director Kirk Fallah said.

You can watch the nationwide broadcasts this month; be sure to 
check listings for dates and times.

The 2010 WCPC main-event champ, Michael Sabbia, won the Chi-
cago Ante Up Championship, and he followed that with a second-
place finish in the main event behind Bartness.

MAJESTIC STAR: The Heartland Poker Tour returns Aug. 9-18, 
but the room’s Summer Daze deepstack tournament runs 

June 19-23 as the $300 main event will be June 23 at 10 
a.m.

HORSESHOE HAMMOND: Casimer Fijalkowski won April’s Last 
Saturday of  the Month $500 event, beating nearly 220 

players for $22,458. The prize pool was nearly $100K, and 
Fijalkowski also won an entry into the next Last Saturday 

event in May.
— “Chicago” Joe Giertuga is Ante Up’s Chicagoland Ambassador. Email him at 
chicago.joe@comcast.net. 

Bartness wins Windy City Championship main event 

JOE GIERTUGA 
CHICAGOLAND
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Blair Hinkle made history at Horseshoe Council 
Bluffs by becoming the first player to defend a 

World Series of  Poker Circuit Main Event. He beat 
nearly 370 players on April 22, fighting through a 
field that included a few ring- and bracelet-winners. 

He took home another circuit ring and $121,177. 
His older brother Grant, who has a WSOP bracelet, 
finished 11th. 

It seemed the two couldn’t get away from each 
other through most of  the tournament and were in several big pots 
with each other.

Some others who won rings include Mark Fink ($365 Turbo, 

$15,838), Nathan Bjerno ($580 NLHE), Matthew Weber ($365 six-max), 
Mark Bonsack, who won his second non-hold’em ring by taking down 
the Omaha/8 event, Randy Krauss ($365 NLHE, $14,505), Jason May-
field ($365 NLHE, $14,505), Zach Smith (re-entry, $35,397), Jovan Su-
dar ($365 Turbo) and Nick Jivkov, who became a three-time winner of  
WSOPC events when he took down the first $365 NLHE tournament 
on April 12.

MYSTIQUE: The Mystique poker room in Dubuque has embraced 
social media and is actively using Twitter to announce cash-game and 
tournament information. Follow @MystiquePoker.
— Ken Warren is Ante Up’s Iowa Ambassador. You can email him at  
anteupken@gmail.com. 

IOWA

KEN WARREN 
IOWA

Hinkle defendS title, makeS HiStory
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WSOP Circuit, Horseshoe Council Bluffs, April 11-23

Event 1 • $365 NLHE
Entries: 260 • Pool: $78K
Nick Jivkov, $19,110

Event 2 • $365 NLHE
Entries: 148 • Pool: $44,400
Jovan Sudar, $12,434

Event 3 • $365 NLHE
Entries: 562 • Pool: $168,600
Zach Smith, $35,397

Event 4 • $365 NLHE
Entries: 186 • Pool: $55,800
Jason Mayfield, $14,505

Event 5 • $365 NLHE
Entries: 186 • Pool: $55,800
Ryan Krauss, $14,505

Event 6 • $365 O/8
Entries: 134 • Pool: $40,200
Mark Bonsack, $11,254

Event 7 • $365 6-Max
Entries: 184 • Pool: $55,200
Matthew Weber, $15,179

Event 8 • $365 NLHE
Entries: 221 • Pool: $66,300
Jonathan Hilton, $16,576

Event 9 • $580 NLHE
Entries: 203 • Pool: $101,500
Nathan Bjerno, $26,390

Event 10 • $365 NLHE
Entries: 203 • Pool: $60,900
Mark Fink, $15,835

$1,675 Main Event
Entries: 367 • Pool: $550,800
Blair Hinkle, $121,177

Event 12 • $365 NLHE
Entries: 128 • Pool: $38,400
Pejman Niyati, $10,752





Firekeepers Casino in Battle Creek, Mich., has released a new 
schedule of  tournaments that should attract players from Michi-

gan, Indiana and Illinois. It starts with a strong dose 
of  no-limit hold’em, Monday through Saturday at 
10 a.m. ($70) with 20-minute rounds. Monday and 
Wednesday have that same tournament at 6:30 p.m. 
Tuesdays are for bounties. The buy-in is also $70 
with $50 going to the prize pool, $10 to the bounties 
and $10 to the house. 

But the Thursday event has everyone abuzz: 
the $55 pot-limit Omaha tournament (20-minute 
rounds). 

Another new NLHE event is on Sundays ($110, noon), and the sec-
ond Sunday of  every month will be a deepstack event with a $220 
buy-in, 10K chips and 30-minute rounds. That event is bound to be 
the main attraction to the poker room once a month, and I predict a 
number of  Detroit-area players will make the 90-minute trip to Battle 
Creek.

This new schedule follows changes at the beginning of  the year 
where the $1-$3 NLHE cash game was replaced with a $1-$2 game, 
but with a $400 max buy-in. The deepstack game has become a main-
stay of  the room with tables sporting thousands of  dollars at stake.
— Frank Panama and Gambit Gras are Ante Up’s Michigan Ambassadors. They 
host the Michigan Poker Monster weekly podcast at mipokermonster.com. You 
can email them at anteupmichigan@gmail.com.

FRANK PANAMA 
MICHIGAN

new eventS at firekeePerS
MICHIGAN
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The Forest Edge Poker Room at the Menominee Casino Re-
sort in northeastern Wisconsin will now offer a Cracked Aces 

promotion every Thursday at its hold’em tables. 
Get your mixed aces cracked, meaning one red 
and one black, and you’ll receive $25. Get two 
red aces cracked and you’ll get a $100 conso-
lation prize. Finally, get two black aces cracked 
and you’ll be gifted $150 in chips.

In addition to the Cracked Aces promotion, 
Forest Edge has expanded its tournament offer-
ings. Every Friday night at 7 is a $40 tournament, 
then a $60 noon tournament on Saturday.

“Fridays tournaments will be changing in June,” manager Lil 
Duquaine said, hinting that bigger and better things are in store for 
the room.

As if  that wasn’t enough to lure in players, there is a $100 bonus 
for the player who gets the highest hand of  the day, and also a 
“Flush Marathon” running each Saturday through July 27. That 
means the first player to get a flush in each suit will be awarded 
$250. If  no one can do it, the prize money rolls over into subse-
quent weeks until won.
— Chad Holloway is Ante Up’s Wisconsin Ambassador. He’s also a Senior 
Writer for PokerNews.com and is a sponsored member of Team Blue Shark 
Optics. Email him at anteupchad@yahoo.com or follow him on Twitter @
ChadAHolloway.

Cracked Aces now at Menominee

CHAD HOLLOWAY 
 WISCONSIN
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Ohio’s cash-game action remains hot while we all wait on bigger 
things. May’s $1,090 buy-in Hollywood Poker Open at Colum-

bus is the biggest tournament in state history and 
will prove to be a vision of  things to come as we 
await full-blown multiday events in our casinos. Un-
til then, we remain a cash-game paradise.

HOLLYWOOD TOLEDO: Manager Peter Lau continues 
to offer a wide array of  options. New promotions 
include triple-comp games of  the week: Tuesday 
PLO $500-$2,000 buy-in; Thursday $3-$6 limit and 
Fridays $1-$3 PLO $100-$500. Also, if  you’re a fan 
of  stud, Fridays at 3 p.m. feature a $1-$5 spread 

game. There’s little doubt Hollywood Toledo provides players 
the widest game selection in the state. Also, if  you’re a tour-
nament player, there’s the only twice-a-day tournament ac-
tion in the region. Speaking of  tournaments, Frank Wyrostek, 
a 47-year-old warehouse manager from Toledo, won the 
recent $300 mega-stack event, pocketing $7,582 after beat-
ing nearly 80 players. Most of  the entrants were from the 
Greater Detroit area as Wyrostek was followed by Hamed Cholash 
($3,896), Steven Anderson ($2,422), Mark Dreshaz ($1,790) and Brett Mc-
Cormick ($1,158).

HORSESHOE CLEVELAND: The bad-beat jackpot has been frozen at 
$149,398 with significant changes to its structure to be announced 
soon. There’s healthy cash-game action in hold’em and PLO. Nearly 
every night you can expect 16-20 tables with most being hold’em (two 
or three games of  $2-$5). PLO ($1-$2) is spread daily and $2-$5 many 
days and every weekend. On nights with Indians home games, expect 

nice action. The final Sunday of  each month hosts a $500 buy-in 
event that draws 70-120 players and is a good value to players with the 
money added by the casino. 

HOLLYWOOD COLUMBUS: Chris Moneymaker, pro poker ambassador, ap-
pears monthly on the third weekend of  the month (see website for 
details). In April, Moneymaker played cash games, did a meet and 
greet, held a free seminar and played the Saturday $240 tournament. 
This is the perfect opportunity to meet one of  poker’s most notable 
and friendly players. 

Manager Matt Dodd continues to bring variety and excitement to 
players with his poker-only rewards program and cash-game incentive 

programs. Hollywood Columbus features the deepest and most ex-
citing hold’em in the state as buy-in rules allow players to buy 

in for 100 percent of  the top stack at the table. Also of  note 
in Columbus is the appearance of  some nice cash-game ac-
tion, featuring a $10-$20 game that runs most weekends 
and a big mixed game featuring rounds of  $5-$10 NLHE, 
$5-$10 PLO and $30-$60 stud. Average stacks in the game 

are more than $3K.
HORSESHOE CINCINNATI: The room continues to show lively ac-

tion. Manager Jason Newman has managed to create a regular $6-$12 
PLO/8 game along with the predictable no-limit action. PLO action 
is strong with multiple games across $1-$2, $5-$5 and $5-$10 running 
regularly. Look for 12-18 tables on weekdays and a full 31 tables most 
weekend nights.  
— Dan Harkenrider is Ante Up’s Ohio Ambassador. He hosts the Division of 
Poker and Chris Moneymaker radio shows. Email him at anteupdan@gmail.com 
and follow him on Twitter @DivisionofPoker.

DAN 
HARKENRIDER 

OHIO

a Poker market dreaming of bigger tHingS

MINNESOTA

Adam Younis of  Gilbert, Iowa, gave a domi-
nating performance by beating 373 en-

trants to win April’s Mid-States Poker Tour 
event at Canterbury Park 
in Shakopee, Minn. The 
victory earned him $95,328 
of  the $372,400 prize pool.  

Younis entered Day 2 with 
201,700 chips, which was the second largest of  
the 114 Day 1 survivors. He came to the final 
table with the lead of  about 1.5 million. Younis 
had better than a 4-to-1 chip lead when he went 
heads-up with Brian Soja of  New Brighton. How-

ever, Soja managed to gain the lead during the battle, which lasted 
more than two hours. Soja lost most of  his chips when his flush 
draw failed to come in against Younis’ top pair. Younis finish Soja 
off  on the next hand.

ULTIMATE OVERLAY RETURNS: Canterbury Park is again having an 
Ultimate Overlay tournament from Sept. 30-Oct. 4 for a $130 
buy-in. The field will be capped at 850 players and it will have a 
guaranteed prize pool of  $111,111 plus 20 percent of  John Morgan’s 
winnings in the World Series of  Poker One Drop tournament. 
Registration started May 1, so sign up before you are locked out 
of  the field.
— John Somsky is the Ante Up Ambassador for Minnesota. You can email 
him at john.somsky@gmail.com.

Younis wins at Canterbury

JOHN SOMSKY 
MINNESOTA
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PACIFIC NORTHWEST

Timoshenko almost wins Tulalip Pro Challenge
 By Philip Dobrikin

The Poker Pro Challenge at Tulalip Resort Casino ended with 
a chop April 7 as Francis Carandang and Michael Prins each took home 
$80,500 from the $1,100 three-day event in Washington. This was 
by far the biggest win for either player. The same cannot be said 
for third-place finisher Yevgeniy Timoshenko, whose $45K prize pales 
in comparison to the $2.15 million he earned for winning the 2009 
World Poker Tour Championship. 

Rounding out the top five were Jeffrey Anderson in fourth and Tommy 
Kivela in fifth. Another notable finisher was Lee Markholt, who has a 
WPT win at the 2008 World Poker Challenge.

NORTH CAROLINA

By Mark Rhoades
North Carolina’s first World Series of  Poker Circuit 

at Harrah’s Cherokee is in the books, and it was a 
huge success. 

The main event saw 856 entries for a $1.28 
million prize pool. First-time winner John Bow-
man of  Hickory, N.C., captured first place for 
$250,380. Two side notes: The seniors event at-

tracted an amazing 628 players, and a huge storm 
on a Saturday caused a power outage that delayed 

the games by about 20 minutes. Overall, the series had a great turnout 
and a lot of  positive comments from the players. S
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By John Somsky

Blake Bohn of  Savage, Minn., has been on a remarkable hot streak 
when it comes to tournament poker, so it’s no surprise to find him 

on the cover of  Ante Up after winning the Ante Up Midwest Champi-
onship at Running Aces Harness Park in Columbus, Minn., on April 
21.

He emerged victorious against one of  the toughest 
final tables ever seen in Minnesota. There was more 
than $2 million in combined lifetime earnings for the 
final-table players, including MSPT winner Muneer 
Ahmed, HPT winner Ryan Hartmann, local pro Todd 
Beyfogle and HPT and Fall Poker Classic winner Judd 
Greenagel.

Bohn didn’t have an easy road making it to the final 
table. He was down to 22K chips midway through Day 
1, but finished the day with a better-than-average stack 
of  85K. During Day 2, Bohn’s stack fell to 13K, but he 
doubled up twice and arrived at the final table seventh 
in chips with 179K. He quickly accumulated chips and 
was second in chips with about 460K when play got 
down to eight players.  

As with many tournaments these days, the final five 
players decided to chop, giving everyone $15K and 
leaving the remaining $16K prize pool, the trophy, the 
bracelet and the magazine cover for first place. Bohn 
made it to heads-up play with a big chip lead over Greenagel and the 
two chopped the remaining cash giving Bohn the title.

This win continues Bohn’s amazing run after winning the Chicago 
Poker Classic in March. When asked why he has been so hot the past 

couple of  years, Bohn said, “I’ve played a lot of  structures that fit my 
game a lot better.” That also helped him remain patient and come 
back after facing adversity in the main event. “That was the best struc-
ture I’ve played outside the World Series main event in my opinion. It 
rivals anything I’ll play all year long.”

That may also be why he has had such success at 
Running Aces. This year, he was sixth in the Spring 
Poker Classic. Last year, he won the SPC title, the 
$2,500 Tournament of  Champions and finished 10th 
in the Midwest Poker Classic.

To add to the excitement of  the Ante Up Poker 
Tour at Running Aces, Fifth Street Radio set up camp 
to broadcast live during the Ante Up Midwest  Cham-
pionship. 

They interviewed several of  the Running Aces staff  
and quite a few players over the course of  their three 
days of  broadcasting. They even had a live stream of  a 
featured table, which eventually became the final table 
during Day 2 of  the main event. They commentated 
for a whopping 14 hours until play ended at about 
5:30 a.m.

There were two other multiday events during the 
AUPT: a $500 event with two Day 1 flights, and a 
$250 event with five Day 1 flights. Players could play 
multiple Day 1s for the $250 event and if  a player 

made it to Day 2 on multiple flights, the smaller stack(s) would be 
bought back for $1,000.

Vladimir Revniaga of  Burnsville, Minn., took down the $500 event for 
$17,187. Revniaga has treated poker as a second career since he be-

EVERYTHING’S COMING UP ACES
Blake Bohn has been on fire in the poker world as of late, continuing that success by taking home the 

AUPT’s Ante Up Midwest Championship Main Event title at Running Aces Harness Park in Minnesota. 

Want to host one? 
Call Scott Long at 

727-331-4335.

a

Blake Bohn with his chips, 
trophy and AUPT bracelet.

The boys from 
Fifth Street 
Radio, Mark 
Hoke, left, 
and Mark 
Rhoades, top 
right, called 
the action.
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came a student of  the game in his sophomore 
year in college. Revniaga got off  to a slow 
start, finishing Day 1 with 28K chips, which 
placed him in the bottom 25 percent. How-
ever, that still gave him 14 big blinds when re-
turning to Day 2 and the structure gave him 
time to climb back. 

“I probably can’t say this enough about 
how much I love the Running Aces struc-
ture,” Revniaga said. “We get kind of  spoiled 
with the Running Aces structure.”  

He reached the final table with about 
250K. Revniaga then beat Chad Himmelspach 
of  Bismarck, N.D., heads-up. This win comes 
on the heels of  a Revniaga’s third-place finish 
in the SPC.

Kevin Quaas of  Hugo, Minn., bested a field 
of  242 entrants to win the $250 event for the 
top prize of  $14,628. He, too, felt the structure 
gave him time to play and accumulate chips 
for the win. “I like the structure. You have 
enough chips where everyone gets to play for 
a while.” This is his largest career cash.

There were 10 players who made two final 

tables: Muneer Ahmed (second in Event 6 and 
sixth in the main event), Ryan Hartmann (eighth 
in Event 3 and ninth in the main event), Pao 
Lee (first in Event 4 and second in Event 1), 
Brian Zekus (third in Event 3 and second in 
Event 11), Tim O’Donovan (third in Event 4 and 
eighth in Event 7), Michael Jensen (fourth in 
Event 7 and 10th in Event 6), Yer Vang (fourth 
in Event 8 and sixth in Event 6), Hector Martinez 
(fifth in Event 2 and eighth in Event 10), Pat 
Flaherty (ninth in Event 6 and 10th in Event 

2), and Ante Up Ambassador John Somsky (first 
in Event 8 and seventh in Event 3).

Tournament director Tristan Wilberg and 
the Running Aces team designed the series 
with tournaments for lots of  action every day 
for multiple types of  players. Buy-ins ranged 
from $50 to $1,100, and there were three 
events every day. 

The series used the main poker room as 
well as the atrium, which was set up with sev-
eral additional tournament tables. S

Continued from previous page

The final table of the no-limit Omaha event.

Event 7 • Freeroll
Entries: 261 • Pool: $5,585
1. Nicholas Hackel, $1,565
2. Jason Davis, $922
3. Jerry Jasicki, $614
4. Michael Jensen, $427
5. Daniel Proch, $318
6. Joseph Hass, $246
7. Jeffrey Willis, $190
8. Tim O’Donovan, $140
9. George Sanford, $101
10. Adam Zych, $78

Event 8 • $50 Rebuy
Entries: 34 • Pool: $4,090
1. John Somsky, $1,841
2. Robbie Westrom, $1,104
3. Steve Rouse, $695
4. Yer Vang, $450

$1,100 Main Event
Entries: 118 • Pool: $114,460
1. Blake Bohn, $37,772
2. Judd Greenagel, $21,747
3. Todd Melander, $14,308
4. Todd Breyfogle, $9,729
5.  Dan Hendrickson, $7,726
6. Muneer Ahmed, $6,009
7. Derek McMaster, $4,865
8. Peixin Liu, $3,720
9. Ryan Hartmann, $2,575
10. John Hayes, $2,003

Event 10 • $50 Rebuy
Entries: 80 • Pool: $6,275
1. Joe Palensky, $2,149
2. Tim Brey, $1,224
3. Joe Bigbear, $800
4. Boomer Schu, $549
5. Justin Regnier, $424
6. Mike Gantzer, $329
7. Scott Long, $282
8. Hector Martinez, $220
9. Bee Yang, $157
10. Tyree Johnson, $141

Event 11 • $300 NLHE
Entries: 39 • Pool: $10,335
1. Shane Nelson, $4,651
2. Brian Zekus, $2,790
3. Pao Vang, $1,757
4. Tyler Ripplinger, $1,137

Event 12 • $100 NLO
Entries: 36 • Pool: $2,880
1. Thomas Edgar, $1,295
2. Kevin Slaby, $778
3. Gabriel Bonneville, $490
4. Daniel Buckley, $317

Event 1 • $100 NLHE
Entries: 46 • Pool: $6,785
1. Paul Skjerseth, $2,782
2. Pao Lee, $1,696
3. Robert Barber, $1,018
4. Jacob Klaphake, $746
5. Steve Charpentier, $543

Event 2 • $230 Bounty
Entries: 78 • Pool: $7,800
1. Derek Knisley, $2,669
2. Ryan Ellison, $1,521
3. Ryan Gunderson, $995
4. John Hayes, $683
5. Hector Martinez, $527
6. Joseph Montano, $410
7. Mitchell Ackermann, $351
8. N/A, $273
9. Alan Bohlman, $195
10. Pat Flaherty, $176

Event 3 • $500 NLHE
Entries: 118 • Pool: $52,079
1. Vladimir Revniaga, $17,187
2. Chad Himmelspach, $9,895
3. Brian Zekus, $6,510
4. Dave Mandt, $4,427
5. Mark Hodge, $3,515
6. Erick Wright, $2,734
7. John Somsky, $2,213
8. Ryan Hartmann, $1,693
9. Trevor Hills, $1,172
10. Adam Dahlin, $911

Event 4 • $100 NLHE
Entries: 142 • Pool: $11,360
1. Pao Lee, $3,638
2. Jake Grothe, $2,102
3. Tim O’Donovan, $1,363
4. Chinou Yang, $937
5. Joshua Oslund, $721
6. David Eldridge, $562
7. Jerry Manovich, $443
8. Anthony Burgoyne, $329
9. Keith Henricksen, $227
10. Darrell Windingstad, $187

Event 5 • $150 Omaha/8
Entries: 42 • Pool: $5,250
1. Lex Nerenberg, $2,151
2. Joseph Ackerman, $1,313
3. Jason Hartwig, $788
4. Eric Torgerson, $578

Event 6 • $250 NLHE
Entries: 242 • Pool: $52,240
1. Kevin Quaas, $14,628
2. Muneer Ahmed, $8,620
3. William Shene, $5,746
4. Steve Vang, $3,996
5. Anthony Kiris, $2,978
6. Yer Vang, $2,299
7. John Hanson, $1,776
8. Michael Christy, $1,306
9. Pat Flaherty, $940
10. Michael Jensen, $731

Our next event is the AUPT World 
Championship in the Dominican 
Republic on July 28-Aug. 3. Go to 
anteuppokertour.com for details. 



NOTHIN’ BUT ’NET 

JOEL GATLIN • A look at the online poker scene

HiStoriC Hand dealt online
Just one month after Ultimate Poker named Antonio Esfandiari its am-

bassador, the company made history by being the first regulated 
real-money online poker site to go live since the Nevada online poker 

legislation was put into law late last year. The first 
cards were dealt at noon ET on April 30. While 
there were some hitches during the inaugural hours 
of  the event, it was seen by the company and the 
state as an overwhelming successful launch. 

There was a small problem with the Verizon 
Wireless network while trying to verify players were 
inside the state, as well as problems with Microsoft’s 
Internet Explorer and its malware detection block-
ing the download. But by the end of  the day, there 

was an average of  75 players playing at any given time with a peak of  
136. The biggest cash-game limits currently being played are $3-$6 
no-limit hold’em and $10-$20 limit, but there are discussions about 
opening up the limits in the future. The biggest tournament games are 
$100. While Ultimate Poker said it realized it needed to make some 
adjustments to the site and get some of  the issues fixed, it was happy 
with its first day in business.

The Ante Up PokerCast interviewed Joe Versaci, UltimatePoker.com’s 
chief  marketing officer after the historic hand was dealt. You can hear 
that interview in its entirety at anteupmagazine.com/pokercast. 

MGM, in a statement, said it’s in no hurry to get into the online 
poker business and will not be an early adopter into this field. CFO 
Dan D’Arrigo said while MGM has decided to wait to enter this online 
poker industry it hasn’t ruled it out, either. He said it would be MGM’s 
preference to have a federal law to work under rather that individual 
states because of  the complexity of  having to abide by differing laws 
for each state.

 NEW JERSEY: In mid April, PokerStars applied for its New Jersey 
gaming license under the newly enacted law allowing online gaming 
for companies who have a land-based presence in the state. Poker-
Stars was in the final negotiations with the Atlantic Club Casino in 
Atlantic City to buy the property. There had been some opposition by 
the American Gaming Association, which filed a legal brief  accusing 
PokerStars owners, Rational Group, of  running illegal businesses in 

the past and that they didn’t want them having businesses set up in 
the United States. 

On May 1, Michael Frawley, COO of  the Atlantic Club, released a 
statement that said the deal had been terminated, but the Atlantic 
Club was still open to the “opportunities presented by online gaming.” 
Then just a few days later, PokerStars said it was committed to resolv-
ing the situation, which it did in the form of  a lawsuit. Superior Court 
Judge Raymond Batten issued a restraining order to prevent the Atlantic 
Club from being sold to any firm other than PokerStars, requiring the 
$15 million sale to proceed. A hearing was scheduled for May 17, after 
Ante Up went to press. I will continue to follow this story.

ILLINOIS: Gov. Pat Quinn recently said the Internet gaming language 
was added to a current gaming expansion bill at the last minute and 
needed to be examined more closely. So, Senate president John Cul-
lerton is considering taking the online gaming portion out of  the bill 
to resubmit it as a standalone bill. While there probably will not be 
online gaming any time soon for Illinois residents, it is still being dis-
cussed by the lawmakers, who will put it up for a vote in the future.

DELAWARE: The state has conditionally approved Scientific Games 
and 888 Consortium as its primary vendors for online gaming, which 
is slated to go live by the end of  this year.

PENNSYVANIA: State Rep. Tina M. Davis introduced online gaming leg-
islation because surrounding states Delaware and New Jersey have le-
galized online gaming. She feels it’s imperative Pennsylvania legalizes 
it to stay competitive. 

BITAR: As I reported last issue, the former CEO of  Full Tilt, Ray 
Bitar, settled with U.S. federal prosecutors, pleading to two of  the nine 
felony charges filed against him. We now know what he has been told 
to hand over to the government. The list is long and expensive. He 
was forced to forfeit all money in 18 bank accounts around the world 
in varying financial institutions, multiple homes including a $3 million 
estate in Glendora, Calif., as well as a reported $400K timeshare in 
Bermuda. In addition to this, he also has to give up ownership to any 
and all Full Tilt-related entities. This may not be everything that’s up 
for grabs, as the government is also looking into other ventures that 
Bitar has interests in, which may also be included in this settlement. 
— Email Joel Gatlin at editor@anteupmagazine.com.

JOEL GATLIN 
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POKER PSYCHOLOGY: HEAD GAMES

Stress has gotten a bad rap. Not all stress is bad for you. In fact, 
some stress is necessary to compete effectively. Stress at the right 

level keeps you activated, focused, alert and aware, 
and it helps you perform better.

Distress affects us negatively. Stress exists outside 
the game of  poker and certainly, for some, inside the 
game. We need to be aware of  when stress becomes 
distress. In poker we call this tilt.

Rule 1: Leave your life stress out of  the game. 
When you decide to play, don’t play because you’re 
stressed and want to relieve it. Develop coping and 

life skills for dealing with life stress before you play. 
If  you’re serious about this game then when you enter the poker 

room you have to enter as the poker player. You need some pregame 
warm-up, just like any competitor. I advise the simple “take a lap” 
method. 

You get to the room and instead of  signing up for a table walk 
around the room; get acclimated; let the sounds and sights take over 
your senses. A secondary benefit of  taking a lap is seeing what today’s 
action is like and maybe seat selection comes into play. 

If  you have pregame jitters don’t panic. This could be a good thing. 
It could be a sign you’re ready to go; that you’re activated and ready 
for the action. 

If  you’re serious and want to bring your “A” game, you need to be 
focused, confident and directed.

But then you get sucked out on the river three times in eight hands 
and chase a straight and not notice the flush-draw possibilities. Stress 
rises, how do you react? It looks like you already reacted as you chased 
the second-best hand. You figured you were owed some luck. 

When you think you’re owed luck, you start chasing gutshot 
straights and backdoor flushes. 

You aren’t owed luck; luck is random. If  you think it’s humanized, 
you’re wrong and you’re tilting.

Of  course the obvious tilt is an emotional display: throwing cards; 
acting out; berating people, etc.

What other kinds of  tilt have you seen? I’d be interested in hearing 
your take on tilt. Keep your head in the game.
— Dr. Stephen Bloomfield is a licensed psychologist and avid poker player. 
His column will give insight on how to achieve peak performance using poker 
psychology. Email questions for him at editor@anteupmagazine.com.

SometimeS StreSS iS a good tHing in Poker

STEPHEN 
BLOOMFIELD

Recently, some powerful trial lawyers met to discuss their next big 
case of  which every poker player should take notice. The trial 

“Dream Team” members that brought down Big Tobacco is focused 
on a new target that’s allegedly costing the public 
sector billions of  dollars a year in health and human 
services: Big Gambling.

When the group met in Indianapolis to discuss the 
parallels between the gambling industry and the to-
bacco industry, the self-named “gambling litigation 
study group” discussed ways to recover the estimated 
$7 billion a year attributed to gambling addictions 
on the health care and criminal justice systems. The 
discussions allegedly centered on the expansion to 

the Internet by brick-and-mortar casinos as a lure or gateway to the 
addiction. Some potential allegations are the industry is intentionally 
creating deceptive, tempting advertising and enticing social gaming 
environments to stimulate the compulsive behavior that ultimately led 
to significant losses at the casinos creating criminal and social wards 
of  the state. 

As a lawyer in the industry who also has been lobbying for 20 years 
in a state capitol that saw how the arrogance of  Big Tobacco ultimately 
led to its undoing, I do see some of  the similarities the group sees. The 
most pronounced is industry hubris. From the Orlando Sentinel, which 
reported on the meeting, the following quotes were attributed to David 
Stewart, general counsel to the American Gaming Association.

“It’s a government-approved, regulated product. Nobody’s made 
Nordstrom reimburse somebody who is a shopaholic. The legal argu-
ments are flawed. It’s gambling. And when you gamble, you lose.” 

Stewart concluded that previous lawsuits targeting traditional gam-
bling have been thrown out by the courts.

If  you were to go back in time to review the industry statements 
from the tobacco industry, you’d find similar commentary. 

The purpose of  bringing this to light and offering commentary to 
poker readers across the country is to make you aware because at the 
end of  the day if  the planets align for this group of  trial lawyers, much 
like the smokers across the country, you will be the ones paying the 

freight for an industry with its head in the sand. If  the gaming indus-
try doesn’t take this threat seriously, the savvy player will be the one 
damaged. Your choices will be diminished and the cost to participate 
will increase. This ultimately means your vocation of  avocation at the 
tables will become more difficult.

What can be done to forestall what appears to be a freight train 
coming down the tunnel is greater attention by the industry leaders to 
the threat. Compulsive gambling is a well-known problem with which 
the industry has been wrestling. Some players are more attentive to 
the issue than others, but consideration needs to be given to the bridge 
being formed melding the worlds of  social gaming and gambling. 

For the domestic players in the gambling industry, the Internet is 
the next huge growth opportunity promising greater prospects for 
profitability than the cash rich oligopoly in Macau.  Microsoft, Zyn-
ga, Facebook are looking at partnerships with gambling players and 
traditional brick-and-mortar gambling players such as Stations, IGT 
and even Churchill Downs. They are forming alliances in anticipation 
of  the windfall when social gaming players are converted to die-hard 
gamblers. As the lines blur and race becomes more intense, mistakes 
can be made that will prove to be the industries undoing when it sits 
before a jury.

The game is under way. The “gaming litigation study group” 
has been formed and the deep pockets in the industry are in their 
crosshairs. All that is needed is creative lobbying to assist with the 
cause of  action and a favorable jurisdiction to bring the case. When 
this happens, the industry will find itself  wagering in a game in which 
the house advantage is tilted against them. 

At the end of  the day, if  it comes up snake eyes, the gamblers who 
do not have a compulsive gambling problem will ultimately bear the 
costs. If  you doubt laws are changed to influence the outcome of  liti-
gation against a well-heeled corporate titan who got a little too big 
for its britches, ask a tobacco lobbyist, and if  you doubt me as to who 
ultimately bore the cost, ask a smoker.
— Marc W. Dunbar represents several gaming clients before the Florida Legis-
lature and teaches gambling and parimutuel law at the Florida State’s College 
of Law. 

POKER POLITICS

MARC 
DUNBAR

gambling battle lineS beginning to form
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Whether you’re a beginner or a seasoned veteran, you’ve played 
with numerous players. Take a moment to reflect on some re-

cent opponents. 
Can you easily identify some weak players? I’m guessing that won’t 

be too hard. Now, think of  some of  the better players 
you’ve faced. Again, I’m guessing this won’t be too 
hard, either. 

Now, go further back throughout your playing 
years and try to think of  some players who really 
impressed you. 

Maybe you’ve played against them; maybe they’re 
friends and confidants; maybe they’re players you’ve 
watched on TV or read their books or articles. 

Poker is such a nuanced and tough game that’s 
constantly evolving in styles of  play that anyone who wants to improve 
and climb the proverbial ladder has to learn from the play of  others. I 
know I often pick up things from others.

So, here’s the question I want you to ask: Are you a player others 
want to emulate? Don’t answer that now. My hope is after you finish 
this article you’ll take some time to really do some self-reflection and 
be honest with yourself  in considering this question. 

I’ll offer some suggestions on how to answer this question and why 
it is so important, and I’ll also offer an ancillary point. 

First, when we play poker we’re often extremely focused on study-
ing opponents, including their styles and tendencies. Yet, it’s impor-
tant to take the next step and have a deep understanding of  how op-
ponents perceive you. If  your initial reaction to the proposed question 
was one of  surprise, then the first step is to pay more attention to how 
opponents see you. 

Next, do opponents respect your game? Are they less aggressive if  
you’re in a hand? Do they try to avoid confrontations with you? How 
opponents play against you and perceive your play is telling. Even 
if  they don’t voice their respect, their play will speak volumes about 
your play. 

The next thing to consider is how often players seek your advice. 
Are you the one other players come to for answers to various ques-
tions and scenarios? Do other players aspire to be like you? Any de-
cent player constantly evaluates his game and will seek advice from a 
player he respects. 

That brings me to an ancillary point. The discussion doesn’t end if  
yes, you’re a player others want to emulate. It’s incumbent upon you 
to continue to strive to improve. Seek advice from others. When oth-
ers seek your advice, understand their perspective and learn from it. 
Make it a two-way street. 
— David Apostolico is the author of Tournament Poker and The Art of War. You 
can contact him at thepokerwriter@aol.com.

DAVID 
APOSTOLICO

INTROSPECTIVE POKER

A POKER QUESTION TO CONSIDER

POKER LIFESTYLE

a Poker Career tHat began at Home
By Matthew Gregoire

Poker has been a part of  my life for the past 20 years in some shape 
or form. It started with watching my father and his friends playing 

in the basement drinking beer and smoking cigars. I was always infat-
uated with the transition of  dollar bills from one man to the next. Ever 
since I was a child, it was in my blood to try to come up with ideas to 
make money, and poker appeared to be the easiest route. Obviously as 
a young child these ideas are more hopes and dreams than something 
that can be transformed into reality, but this was my introduction into 
my future career.

When I was about 13, it was time to gain hands-on experiences. It 
took a couple of  times playing with the same opponents before I 
noticed patterns in their play. It would keep me up at night and 
daydreaming during the day trying to figure out what they 
were doing and why. 

Before long, these games became a source for me to buy all 
types of  entertaining treats such as video games, a new bike, 
etc. I was unaware at this age that you could make a liv-
ing from a card game, but the competition combined 
with financial gain was irresistible.

My father always enjoyed going to the ca-
sino to play blackjack, so he would take 
me along, though I wasn’t old enough 
to enter the gaming area. 
Despite these restrictions, I 
would almost always find a 
way to sneak in and watch 

him at the tables. 
I realized I had no interest in these games because the people play-

ing always seemed to be miserable. It seemed most decisions were 
straightforward and lacked thought provocation. Once in a while he 
would venture over to the $1-$5 stud table and, despite the average 
age of  about 90, the game was much more intriguing. I would watch 
my father play over a session or two and on the ride home recollect 
on past hands and ask why he played a certain way on different streets 
of  action. His style was straightforward and despite my suggestions he 
would continue the same lines of  thought. 

Fast-forward a few years to when I was 18 and able to play at the 
casino. I sat in the stud games and it was almost hilarious how easy 

they were to beat. 
To pull a couple of  hundred dollars out of  those games was 

almost unheard of, but it took simple bouts of  continual ag-
gression and people would just surrender their money. After 
some time, these games became boring as the competition 

was less than stellar. This was when I stumbled upon a 
game called limit hold’em.

In Part 2, I will focus on my transition to 
hold’em and ultimately no-limit hold’em, the 

game that has taken me all over the country 
and the world.

— Matthew Gregoire is a 
pro poker player living in 
Miami. You can email him at 
editor@anteupmagazine.
com.
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In a recent $2-$5 no-limit hold’em cash game, I had a great read on 
the players. Only one player (nine-player table) mixed up his betting 

patterns based on his position.
One player who I’ve played against many times 

had the most predictable betting pattern I’ve seen 
in many years. When he had big cards (A-K, A-Q, 
A-J) he always raised preflop. When he had a pair he 
would often simply call. After several hours of  play, 
this pattern remained consistent. He never changed 
how he entered a pot.

In a hand (while I was in late position) this player 
who was in middle position and first to act in the 

hand bet $25 into a $7 pot. I had pocket fours and knew (because of  
his betting pattern) his range was big cards or a pair. I called the $25 
and everyone folded.

I knew if  the flop had any paint or an ace I probably would be in 
trouble. I also knew that on a dry board he would bet with big cards 
and probably check with a flopped set.

The flop was 7C-10D-2S; he bet $50. I called; the pot was $157. 
The turn was the 6C. He bet $100; I called, getting 2.5-to-1 pot odds. 

The river was the 6S; he then said all-in for his last $173; I called and 
he turned over A-K.

At this point he said, “Nice hand,” and left the game. Of  course 
when he was gone, the “Comment Commandos” (a name I invented) 
said, “What a hero call,” and “You really clipped his wings.” These 
were compliments, but one player said, “What a dumb way to play 
pocket fours.” Then the action continued.

I really didn’t clip his wings; he clipped his own wings by betting in 
the same fashion in virtually every hand he played.

Good players will pick up on betting patterns. Betting is the truest 
form of  all tells when playing low-limit cash games.

If  your game is limited to betting with good cards and limping and 
checking with average hands, all good players will identify your game 
style quickly. You won’t get any action when you raise unless the player 
calling has strong holdings or big draws that will be the nuts or sure 
to beat your hand. Mix up your bets and remain a mystery that better 
players can’t figure out easily.
— Antonio Pinzari has been playing professionally since the ’70s. He’s the 
creator of 23 Poker and Wild Tallahassee Poker, which you can learn more about 
at WildTallahasseePoker.com.

betting PatternS tHat beCome big trouble

ANTONIO 
PINZARI

BETTING ERRORS

INSIDE THE MINDS

In my past two columns, I analyzed a hand from a $1-$2 cash game 
in which our hero got into a challenging spot with KH-JH. Since he 

was new to the table, I really would’ve preferred him to fold preflop so 
as not to get into a predicament so early in the session.

One of  the players, who limped and then called 
our raise, bet $10 into a $48 pot on a KC-7H-5H flop. 
Because of  the analysis in my last column and us 
being in a “way ahead or way behind” situation, I’d 
like our hero to just call. However, seeing it simply 
like he smashed the flop, he raised to $50. What our 
hero was not thinking about was, “Can I get a better 
hand to fold or worse hand to call?” This is a key 
question you have to think to yourself  before decid-
ing if  you’re going to bet or raise. 

With this board, I don’t think any worse hands will call, nor will 
any better hands fold, so at this point our hero should have just called. 
Also, our opponent only started the hand with $140, so we’re letting 
him know he’ll be committed to the pot if  he continues. He happens 
to just call, which is exactly what I would do with a big hand and 
wanted to get all the money in the pot. 

Coming back over the top would get my opponent to fold worse 
hands and I expect him to put me all-in on the turn if  I just call on 
the flop.

The turn was the JD, giving our hero top two pair. The opponent 
checked to our hero and he naturally put the opponent all-in for his 
remaining $65. The opponent quickly called and had 5D-5C in the 
hole for bottom set. The river was no help to our hero and he lost 
$140 in his first hand played at the table. He gained information about 
the opponent that he will likely play his hands straightforwardly, but 
he could’ve found out this information cheaper by slowing down and 
thinking during the hand.

KEY POINTS: When new to the table, don’t be in a rush to play. Take 
time to get adjusted and don’t get yourself  into difficult spots playing 
hands such as K-J in multiway pots. 

• Before betting or raising, think about two questions: “Am I in a 
way-ahead or way-behind situation?” and “Can I get a better hand to 
fold or a worse hand to call?”

Note how many concepts can be analyzed in just one hand. Be sure 
to not just chalk it up to a cooler, but look at everything you can learn 
from the hand to win more or lose less in future hands. Learn to be 
thankful for many of  the hands you lose because of  how much you 
learn from analyzing them objectively.

Decide to Win!
— Lee Childs is the founder and lead instructor at Inside the Minds. For 
information about his group training sessions and personal coaching, visit 
inside-the-minds.com.

LEE 
CHILDS

More by Lee Childs
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SO MANY LESSONS FROM ONE HAND

HERO FLOP RIVERTURN OPPONENT



Where to playPRESENTED BY TOURNEYTRACKS.COMWhere to play
A look at some featured events around the country. The 
following pages also highlight daily events and promotions.

East
BORGATA SUMMER OPEN: The Atlantic City 

poker room hosts this series (June 4-21) com-
prised of  19 events ($230-$2,700). With many 
of  the tough East Coast players in Las Vegas 
at the World Series, this is a good time to try 
to capitalize on softer fields.

West
* VENETIAN DSE: The Deep Stack Extrava-

ganza III (until July 21) is back with 215 
events ($200-$5K). There will be a lot of  play-
ers and action, plus it’s a good alternative to 
the WSOP.  

MEGA STACK: Caesars Palace in Las Vegas 
hosts this series (until July 14), which features 
103 events ($130-$1,080).

BINION’S CLASSIC: The Las Vegas room is 
running this series (until July 7) with 47 events 
($125-$1K).

WSOP: The 44th annual WSOP returns to 
the Rio in Las Vegas (until July 15) with 62 
bracelet events and daily deepstack tourna-
ments with buy-ins starting at $75.

GRAND SERIES: The Golden Nugget in 
downtown Las Vegas hosts this series (June 
1-July 4), which will accommodate smaller 
bankrolls. It features 80 events ($125-$1,080).

WYNN SUMMER CLASSIC: This series (June 
7-26) offers eight events ($440-$5,180). The 
Wynn always puts on well-run events.

BAY 101 SUMMER MADNESS: The Bay 101 Ca-
sino in San Jose, Calif., offers this smaller se-
ries of  five events (June 11-15, $345-$550).

ARIA CLASSIC: This series (June 7-July 1) will 
have 27 events ($150-$1,080)

HOLLYWOOD OPEN: The M Resort in Las Ve-
gas hosts this $2,500 championship (June 28-
30), a culmination of  regional events. 

* Denotes the main event of this series/tourna-
ment qualifies for Ante Up Player of the Year consid-
eration as the final 10 players earn POY points. 

LOCATION TOURNAMENTS/SPECIAL EVENTS JACKPOTS/PROMOTIONS 

ARIZONA

CASINO ARIZONA AT TALKING STICK
(480) 850-7777 • casinoaz.com
CASINO DEL SOL
(800) 344-9435 • casinodelsol.com
DESERT DIAMOND
(520) 342-1810 • ddcaz.com
FT. McDOWELL CASINO
(480) 837-1424 • fortmcdowellcasino
HARRAH’S PHOENIX AK-CHIN
(480) 802-5000 • harrahsakchin.com
VEE QUIVA CASINO
(520) 796-7777 • wingilariver.com/vee-quiva
WILD HORSE PASS HOTEL AND CASINO
(800) 946-4452 • wingilariver.com/wild-horse-pass

Mon.-Fri. ($60, 11:15a); Tue.-Wed. ($130, 7:15p); June 8 ($330, 11:15a). See ad 
Page 23.

Aces Cracked (daily, 2a-10a). 

Call for schedule. Splash pots (Mon.-Fri. & Sun.); high-hand giveaways (Mon.-Fri.).

Mon. ($35, 9:30a) & $500 added ($35, 7p); Wed. $500 added ($35, 7p); Thurs. $500 
added ($35, 9:30a).

Jackpots in hold’em and Omaha; Random Splash Pots (call for details).

Mon.-Fri. ($30, noon); Mon. ($50, 7p); Tue.-Thurs. ($5 w/$5 rebuys, 7p); Fri. KO 
($120, 7p); Sat. ($5, noon), ($10, 4p) and ($20, 9p); Sun. ($50, noon) & ($10, 7p).

Progressive bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is quads over aces full of deuces and Omaha 
is quad fours; mini jackpot is hold’em is aces full; high hand (daily); Aces Cracked.

Tue. Omaha ($25, 7:30p); Thurs. ($10 w/rebuys, 7:30p); Fri. ($40, 7:30). Bad-beat jackpot pays $1,200; high hands; Aces Cracked & Faces Cracked; Pot Match 
(daily). Call for details on the WSOP satellites.

Sun.-Thurs. ($30 w/$20 rebuy, 11a); Wed. ($10 w/rebuys, 7:30p). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; royals pay $500; Aces Cracked; Super 77 bad-beat 
jackpot starts at $25K (quad sevens or better beaten).

Mon. & Thurs. ($30, noon); Tue. & Wed. ($50, 7:30p). Aces Cracked pays $100; splash pots (daily); royals pay $200 (daily); Super 777 bad-
beat jackpot starts at $25K (quad 7s or better); Rolling Cash Fever; Money Wheel.

ARKANSAS
OAKLAWN RACING & GAMING
(501) 623-4411 • oaklawn.com

Monday & Wednesday ($50, 7p); Thurs. Ladies Night freeroll (7p); Sunday Kick off 
the Week ($10 w/$10 rebuy, noon).

Bad-beat jackpot is aces full of kings or better beaten; straight flush progressive; 
weekend cash giveaway; Rakeback Bucks (call for details).

CALIFORNIA
101 CASINO
(707) 795-6121 • the101casino.com/casino
AGUA CALIENTE CASINO
(888) 999-1995 • hotwatercasino.com
ARTICHOKE JOE’S
(650) 589-3145 • artichokejoes.com
AVIATOR CASINO
(661) 721-7770 • theaviatorcasino.com
BANKERS CASINO
(831) 422-6666 • bankerscasino.net 
BARONA RESORT
(619) 443-2300 • barona.com
BAY 101
(408) 451-8888 • bay101.com
BICYCLE CASINO
(562) 806-4646 • thebike.com
CACHE CREEK CASINO
(530) 796-3118 • cachecreek.com

Wed. ($55 w/$50 rebuy, 6p); Fri. KO ($55, 6:30p); Sat.-Sun. ($55 w/$50 rebuy, 
noon); KO event, June 30 ($135).

Aces Cracked pays $100 (Mon.-Fri., 10a-10p); quads pay $100 (Mon.-Fri., 6a-6p); 
high hands; cash drawings (call for details).

Tue. & Thurs.-Sat. ($50, 10a); Sun. ($60, 10a). High hands; Rack Attack; Quad Pay; call for details.

No tournaments. Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em pays up to $100K; bad-beat jackpot in Omaha; royal 
flushes pay $599; quads $100; straight flush $200; Aces Cracked pays up to $300.

Mon. & Wed. ($30, 6p); Sat. & Sun. ($25, 2p); Mexican Poker, Thurs. & Sun. ($30, 
6p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; mini bad-beat jackpot in hold’em, Mexican poker and 
Omaha; Lucky Seat; Splash Pots; call for more promotions. 

Mon.-Thurs. ($40, 6:30); Sat. & Sun. ($40, 10:30a). Pot Builders (Mon.-Fri.).

Mon.-Fri. ($120, 9:30a); Sat. ($200, 9a); Sun. varies (call for details); June 8 ($530, 
9:30a); Summer Madness, June 11-15 (call for details).

Earn double points and WPT vouchers for future events (call for details).

Tue. & Thurs. ($50, 7p); June 1 ($295, 1p); June 15 & 29 ($115, 1p). Mini bad-beat jackpot; super bad-beat jackpot; Omaha bad-beat jackpot; Aces 
Cracked (daily, mid.-noon); high hands (noon-3p, 3p-6p, 6p-9p, 9p-mid.).

L.A. Poker Series, June 4-27 w/three large guarantee events (call for schedule). Get paid $5/hour to play at the Bike (call for details).

Mon. ($65 w/$40 rebuys, 6p); Tue. ($45 w/$40 rebuys, 6p); Sun. KO ($160, noon); 
deepstack event, June 30 ($260, noon).

Bad-beat jackpot pays $25K; Player Points Challenge (call for details).

2013 Ante Up POY Standings
1. Jeffrey Fielder, Des Moines, IA 1,426 
2. Baptiste Chavaillaz, Portland, OR 1,134 
3. Jonathan Tamayo, Humble, TX 1,093
4. Kevin Saul, Warrenville, IL 1,047
5. Matthew Kirby, Bemidji, MN 1,008 
6. Matthew Giannetti, Las Vegas 872 
7. Dale Roesel, Red Bank, TN 823 
8. Jared Ingles, Baton Rouge, LA 807 
9. John Valevich, Palm Coast, FL 839 
10. Zhong Chen, Long Beach, CA 802 

For full Ante Up Player of the Year standings go to anteupmagazine.com/leaderboard/
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Mon.-Thurs. ($40, 11a); Mon. & Tue. ($25 w/$10 rebuys, 6p); Wed. KO ($60, 6p); Fri. 
($60, 11a); Sat.-Sun. ($60, 11a) & ($25, 6p); Mega Deep Stack, June 2 ($150, 11a).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; $100 high hands; progressive royal flush; Quantum 
Quads (call for details).

Mon.-Fri. ($35, 10:15a); Tue. ($60, 7p); Wed. ($35, 7p); Thurs. ($40, 7p); Sat. ($10 w/
rebuys and add-on, 10:15a); Sun. ($70, 10:15a).

High-hands pay $500 (Mon., Fri. & Sat.); Splash the Pot (daily).

Call for information. Call for information.

No tournaments. Bad beat in hold’em; super bad beat in hold’em; player rewards ($300 for 50 hours 
played); first nine players before noon get $100 for $70 (2 hrs. min.).

Sat. ($30 w/$20 rebuys, 8p). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Wed.-Fri. ($40, 7p); Sat. & Sun. ($40, 2p &7p). Mini bad-beat jackpot; high hand ($50); get paid for quads ($100), straight flushes 
($150), and royals ($200); Aces or Kings Cracked.

Fri. ($36 w/$20 add-on, noon) & ($51, 7p); Sat. ($31 w/$20 add-on, noon) & KO 
($65, 7p).

Aces Cracked (24-7); Midnight Splash Pot; free buffet w/3 hours of play (daily).

Daily ($30-$150); Mon.-Fri. (1p & 6:45p); Sat. (10a & 1p); Sun. (2:15a & 1p). Aces Cracked (24/7); high hand (Mon.-Fri.); Pay for Play (call for details).

Call for schedule. $100K bonus jackpots (daily); win up to $10K in cash drawings (call for details).

SNGs offered Sun.-Thurs. after 11p. No jackpots.

CAPITOL CASINO
(916) 446-0700  • capitol-casino.com 
CASINO M8TRIX
(408) 645-0083 • casinom8trix.com 
CASINO ROYALE
(916) 929-7529 • playcasinoroyale.com 
CHUKCHANSI GOLD RESORT & CASINO
(866) 794-6946 • chukchansigold.com
CHUMASH CASINO RESORT
(805) 686-1968 • chumashcasino.com
CLUB ONE CASINO
(559) 497-3000 • clubonecasino.com
COLUSA CASINO
(530) 458-8844  • colusacasino.com 
COMMERCE CASINO
(323) 721-2100 • commercecasino.com 
CORDOVA CASINO
(916) 293-7477 • cordovacasino.com 
DIAMOND JIM’S CASINO
(661) 256-1400 • diamondjimscasino.net
FOLSOM LAKE BOWL
(916) 983-4411 • folsomlakebowl.com 
GOLDEN WEST CASINO
(661) 324-6936 • goldenwestcasino.net
HARRAH’S RINCON
(760) 751-3100 • harrahsrincon.com
HAWAIIAN GARDENS CASINO
(562) 860-5887 • thegardenscasino.com
HOLLYWOOD PARK
(310) 330-2800 • playhpc.com
HUSTLER CASINO
(310) 719-9800 • hustlercasinola.com
JACKSON RANCHERIA CASINO RESORT
(209) 223-1677 • jacksoncasino.com
LAKE ELSINORE CASINO
(951) 674-3101 • lercasino.com
LIMELIGHT CARD ROOM
(916) 446-2208 • limelightcardroom.com 
LIVERMORE CASINO
(925) 447-1702 • livermorecasino.net
LOTUS CASINO
(916) 399-4929 • mylotuscasino.com 

Call for information. Call for information.

Sat. $1K guar. ($30, 8p). Cash giveaways (call for details). 

Thurs. ($40, 6p). Bad-beat progressive jackpot in hold’em.

Sun.-Thurs. ($40, 11a); Mon. $200 added ($50, 7p); Fri. & Sat. $200 added ($50, 
11a).

No promotions.

Mon., Wed., Thurs. & Sat. ($20 w/$5 rebuy, 10a); Mon. KO ($50, 7p); Tue. O/8 ($20, 
10a); Thur. ($60, 7p); Fri. $3K guar. ($37 w/$10 rebuys, 10a); Sun. $5K guar. ($60, 2p).

Bad-beat jackpots in hold’em, Omaha and stud.

Mon.-Sat. ($40 w/$20 rebuys and add-on, 11a & 7p); Sun. KO ($80, 11a & 7p). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; royal-flush bonus; first-time players receive bonus 
chips (see website for details).

Mon.-Fri. ($35, 10:15a); Tue. ($60, 7p); Wed. ($35, 7p); Thurs. ($40, 7p); Sat. ($10 w/
rebuys and add-on, 10:15a); Sun. ($70, 10:15a). $50K CCPC, June 8 ($180, 9a).

High-hands pay $500 (Mon., Fri. & Sat.); Splash the Pot (daily); 

CALIFORNIA (Continued)
Mon.-Fri. ($30 w/rb & add-on, 10a); Sat.-Sun. ($60 w/$50 rb & add-on, 11a); 1st, 
3rd & 4th Sun. $5K guar. ($120 w/$60 add-on, 11a); June 8 ($220 w/re-entry, 11a).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em and Omaha; $200/shift high hand; $25K Blazing Cash 
Giveaway - full house or better receives raffle ticket for drawing (call for details).

Mon. $200 freeroll (7p) (call for details); Tue. ($40, 7p); first 9 eliminated receive 
$60 for $40 buy-in for live poker; Thurs. Bail Out (cash out) event; call for details.

Call for information.

Call for schedule. Progressive tournament jackpot; earn points for tournaments. 

Mon. ($57, 7p); Fri. & Sat. ($57, 11a); satellite tournaments are $22 and run on Mon. 
(10a); Tue.-Thurs. & Sun. (10a & 7p).

Call for information.
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Wed. $2K ($50, 7p); Thurs. $2K ($50, 7p); Fri. $3K ($60, 7p); Sat. KO ($60, 6p); Sun. 
$2K (freeroll w/$10 rebuys, 1p).

$8-$16 seeded at $40K; Aces Cracked (Sun.-Thurs.); $28K Winter Cash Giveaway (call 
for details); $24K Poker Cash Giveaway (call for details).

Mon. KO ($140 w/re-entry, 6:15p); Wed. ($100 w/$80 rb, 6:15p); Thurs. ($150 w/re-entry, 
6:15p); Sat. ($120 w/re-entry, 11a); Sun. ($125 w/$100 rb, 1p); June 1 ($330, 11a).

Progressive jackpots in hold’em ($20K min.) and Omaha ($5K min.); hold’em 
jackpots increase to $40K min. (7:30-9:30a).

Call for information. Call for information.

Tue. & Wed. ($30, 7p); Thurs. ($55, 7p); Fri. ($40, 7p); Sat. ($40, 10a); Sun. ($65, 
noon).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em (aces full of 10s beaten); high hand; Flush Marathon 
(Mon. & Wed., noon-midnight).

Mon. ($30, 10a); Tue. KO ($35, 10a & 7p); Wed. KO ($25, 10a); Thurs. Survivor ($35, 
10a); Fri. ($30, noon); Sat. ($30, 10a); Sun. ($35, 10a).

High hands; holiday gift grab; holiday cash giveaway; late night/early bird specials; 
call for details.

$33K and $100K Cash is King freeroll tournaments held regularly – qualify by 
collecting high-hand stamps in live action (see website for details).

Wheel Spins (Mon. & Wed.); high hand (Tue.); Splash the Pot (Thurs.); Aces Cracked 
(Sat.-Sun.).

Daily ($7-$20, 10a); Tue. KO $1.5K guar. ($30, 7p); Wed. deepstack ($30, 7p);  Fri. 
$3K guar. ($30, 7p); Sat. KO $2K guar. ($30, 6p); Sun. $1.5K guar. ($20, 10a).

Lucky Football Squares (Sun.-Mon., 5p); Football Blitz (Thurs., 5p); Wheel Spins 
(Mon. & Wed.); high hand (Tue.); Splash the Pot (Thurs.); Aces Cracked (Sat.-Sun.).

Mon.-Sat. ($21 w/rebuys, 10a); Mon.-Wed. qualifiers ($45, 6:30p); Fri. ($46 w/$10 
bounties, 6:30p); Sat. & Sun. ($46 w/$10 bounties, 6p); Sun. ($44, 10a).

Progressive jackpots in hold’em (aces full of jacks beaten by quads) & Omaha (quad 
8s); Cash Splash Frenzy; Dash for Cash; Poker Yahtzee; X Marks the Spot.

Tue. ($50, 7:15p); Wed. KO ($60, 7:15p); Fri. ($50, 11:15a); Sat. KO ($60, 11:15a); 
Sun. ($100, 11:15a).

High hands pay $50 (daily); Kings Can’t Lose (Mon.); Aces Cracked (Thurs.); call for 
other promotions.

Mon.-Thurs. ($40, 1p); Mon. ($20 w/$10 rebuys, 7p); Wed. Omaha/8 ($75, 7p); Fri.-
Sun. ($60, 11a); Fri. deepstack ($125, 5p); Sun. KO ($100, 7p). See ad Page 13.

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em and Omaha; high hands (call for details).

CALIFORNIA (Continued)

Mon.-Wed. ($10 w/rebuy and add-on, 10a) & ($30, 6:15p); Thurs. Omaha ($15, 
10a); Fri. ($40, 10a) & ($120, 6:15p).

$5K freeroll; Cash Grab; Prize Wheel (daily); call for details.

Daily ($30-$97); Mon.-Fri. (10a & 7p); Sat (11a); Sun. (11a & 6p) including Fri. KO 
($97, 7p).

Bad-beat jackpots in hold’em and Omaha; Aces Cracked; get paid for royals; high 
hands.

Mon. ($35, 11a); Tue.-Thurs. KO ($50, 11a); Fri. ($35, 11) & ($80, 7p); Sat. & Sun. 
($35, 11a).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em (aces full); Aces Cracked (Sun.-Fri.); high hand (Wed.-
Fri.); Sat. cash drawing (2p-mid.).

Daily ($40, 10a). No promotions.

Friday $1K guar. ($40 w/$20 rebuys, 5:30p). Call for promotions.

Mon. & Sun. ($35 w/rebuys, 10a); Mon. ($65, 7p); Tue. & Fri. ($15 w/rebuys, 11:30a) 
Tue. & Thurs. ($35 w/rebuys, 7p); Wed. ($65, 11:30a); Sat. ($65, 10a). 

Call for promotions.

Daily ($25, 10a). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

COLORADO
AMERISTAR BLACK HAWK
(720) 946-4108 • ameristar.com/Black_Hawk.aspx
GOLD CREEK CASINO
(719) 689-5449 • facebook.com/goldcreekpokerroom 
GOLDEN GATES CASINO
(303) 582-5600 • goldencasinogroup.com
ISLE CASINO BLACK HAWK
(303) 998-7777 • black-hawk.isleofcapricasinos.com
LADY LUCK CASINO
(303) 582-2141 • isleofcapricasinos.com
LODGE CASINO AT BLACK HAWK
(303) 582-1771 • thelodgecasino.com
RESERVE CASINO HOTEL
(303) 582-0800 • reservecasinohotel.com

No tournaments. Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em (quads).

Daily ($40-$300) at 10a, noon, 3p and 7p w/an event on Sunday ($100 w/$100 
rebuys, noon).

Early bird specials; players can earn $5 per hour in cash back (call for details).

Wed. $15 house-funded KO ($60, 6:30p); Thurs. PLO ($60, 11a); see website for 
schedule.

Bad-beat jackpot is aces full of 10’s; new poker players earn $10/hour; early birds 
earn $30 (daily).

Fri. ($60, 3p & 7p); Sat. ($60, noon & 4p); Sun. ($60, 2p). Bad-beat jackpot is aces full of jacks with a 50 percent room share.

Mon.-Fri. ($80, noon); Daily ($100, 7p); Sat.-Sun. ($100, noon). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is quads.

No tournaments scheduled, but will run them upon request. Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; Jackpot Vault consists of 14 jackpots with quads or 
better and is progressive.

CONNECTICUT
Daily ($60-$300, 9a-8p) including $20K guar., Fri. ($230, 6p); $25K guar., Sat. 
($300, 11a) & Sun. ($120, 11a).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is quad eights and quad deuces in stud.

Daily ($60-$200); Tue. & Thurs. ($75, 10a); Wed. $10K guar. ($120, 7p) & Fri. ($200, 
2p); Sat. $10K guar. ($150, 11a); Sun. ($120, 5p). 

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is quad fives.

FOXWOODS CASINO
(800) 369-9663 • foxwoods.com
MOHEGAN SUN CASINO
(860) 862-8000 • mohegansun.com 

DELAWARE
Mon.-Thurs. ($65, noon, 4p, & 7p); Fri.-Sun. ($65-$340, noon, 4p, 7p & 10p); Sat. 
($30-$60, 9a).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em with descending qualifier; mini bad beat; high hand 
pays up to $250.

Mon.-Sat. ($65, 1p); Tue. PLO ($65, 7p); Wed. ($75, 7p); Fri. ($155, 7p); Sat. ($80, 
7p); $25K guar., June 28 ($300, 7p). See ad Page 20.

Ask about Ante Up Poker Cruise satellite for $25 on June 2 (noon) and the AUPT 
Worlds satellite on June 23 ($130, noon). See the ad on Page 20 for more details. 

Tue. & Thurs. ($60, 11a); Wed. Omaha Round by Round ($60, 11a); Sat. ($60 w/
rebuy & add-on, 11a); KO event, June 9 ($60 w/$25 bounties, 3p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is aces full of kings; $3 max rake and $3 food specials 
(Mon.).

DELAWARE PARK
(302) 355-1050 • delawarepark.com
DOVER DOWNS HOTEL & CASINO
(302) 674-4600 • doverdowns.com
HARRINGTON RACEWAY
(888) 887-5687 • harringtonraceway.com 

FLORIDA

Call for information. Call for information.

Sun. ($50, noon & $100, 7p); Deep Stack, June 11 & 25 ($150, 6p). Bad-beat in hold’em, Omaha and stud; royals and steel wheels pay $250 (spades 
pay $500); hourly high hands (Sun.-Thurs.); Quads pay $100 (Fri., noon-midnight).

Daily ($40-$150); Mon. & Fri. KO ($125, 7p); Wed. ($150, 7p); Fri. & Sun. ($150, 
noon). See ad Page 11.

Bad-beat jackpots in hold’em, Omaha and stud; royals and steel wheel pay $250 
(spades pay $500); hourly high hands (Sun.-Thurs.). 

 Daily ($20-$165); Tue. ($35, 7p); Thurs. $3K guar. ($75, 7p); Sun. $4K guar. ($100, 
2p); call for details. Player of the Month and daily SNGs. 

Progressive royals and rolling quads of the day are progressive; hourly high hands 
(daily); call for details. Bad beat starts at $20K. 

Mon.-Fri. ($10, 12:30p); Sun., Mon., Tue.,  ($15, 6:30p); Wed. ($40, 6:30p); Thurs. 
($50 w/$25 bounties, 6:30p); Fri. ($125, 6:30p); Sat. ($20, 12:30p & 6:30p).

High hand starts at $500 (daily); Magic Hand wins free tournament ticket; Spin-the-
Wheel pays up to $500; royal flushes pay $250. See ad Page 16.

Thurs. & Sun. $10K satellite ($75, 1p & 7p); Thurs. & Fri. ($50, 7p); Sat. KO ($100, 
7p); $10K guar., June 1 ($250, 1p). See ad Page 45.

Bad beats in hold’em (quads), Omaha (quad jacks) and stud (quads); play daily and 
receive up to $3/hr; mini bad beat (Tue., 10a); high hands pays $100/hr (Fri.-Mon.).

BESTBET JACKSONVILLE
(904) 646-0002 • bestbetjax.com
BESTBET ORANGE PARK KENNEL CLUB
(904) 646-0002 • bestbetjax.com
CALDER CASINO
 (305) 625-1311 • studzpoker.com
CASINO MIAMI JAI-ALAI
(305) 633-6400 • crystalcardroom.com
CREEK ENTERTAINMENT GRETNA
 (866) 946-3360 • creekentertainmentgretna.com 
DANIA JAI-ALAI
(954) 927-2841 • dania-jai-alai.com
DAYTONA BEACH KENNEL CLUB
(386) 252-6484 • daytonagreyhound.com/pokerroom

Daily (2p & 7p); Mon. ($65, 7p); Wed. ($105, 7p); Thurs. ($65, 7p); Fri. ($120, 7p); 
Sat. ($140, 7p); Sun. ($175, 1p); Summer Daze $50K guar., June 17-23 ($125).

Bad-beat jackpots in limit, no-limit, Omaha and stud; Super Sat. (noon-mid.).

LUCKY CHANCES CASINO
(650) 758-2237 • luckychances.com
LUCKY DERBY CASINO
(916) 726-8946 • luckyderbycasino.com
LUCKY LADY CASINO
(619) 287-6690 • luckyladycardroom.com 
MORONGO CASINO
(888) 667-6646 • morongocasinoresort.com
NORMANDIE CASINO
(310) 352-3400 • normandiecasino.com
OAKS CARD CLUB
(510) 653-4456 • oakscardclub.com
OCEAN’S 11 CASINO
(760) 439-6988 • oceans11.com
PALA CASINO
(760) 510-5100 • palacasino.com
PECHANGA RESORT
(951) 693-1819 • pechanga.com
PLAYERS CASINO VENTURA
(805) 643-1392 • pcventura.com 
RANCHO’S CLUB
(916) 361-9186 • ranchosclub.com 
RED HAWK CASINO
(530) 677-2580 • redhawkcasino.com 
SAN MANUEL CASINO
(800) 359-2464 • sanmanuel.com 
SOBOBA CASINO
(951) 665-1000 • soboba.net
SPOTLIGHT 29 CASINO
(760) 775-5566 • spotlight29.com
SYCUAN CASINO
(619) 445-6002 • sycuan.com
TACHI PALACE CASINO
(559) 924-7751 • tachipalace.com
THUNDER VALLEY CASINO
(916) 408-7777 • thundervalleyresort.com
VIEJAS CASINO
(619) 445-5400 • viejas.com

Friday ($20 w/$20 rebuys and add-ons, 4p). Super and Major bad-beat jackpot; Red and Black Monte Carlo Jackpots.

Call for schedule. Call for information.

Tue. KO ($75, 6:30p); Sat. & Sun. ($40, 10a). Player points accumulated through live play (call for promotions).
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FLORIDA (Continued)

Mon. ($30, 7p); Tue. ($35, 7p); Wed. ($50, 7p); Thurs. ($30, 7p); Fri. ($115, 7p); Sun. 
($30, 4p). See ad Page 36.

High hand (daily); royals pay $500 (daily).

Daily ($30-$200) at noon & 6:30p; Player of the Month points for every tournament, 
$8K for top 5 and $25K freeroll for top 100 (call for details). See ad Page 9.

Bad beat in hold’em, Omaha, and stud; mini bad beat in hold’em; progressive jackpot 
and high hands (call for details).

Daily ($50-$100); Mon., Fri. & Sun. ($50, 7p); Tue. & Fri. ($50, 1p); Wed. & Sat. 
($100, 7p); $10K guar., June 8 ($250, 1p); $20K guar., June 29 ($500, 1p).

Bad beat in hold’em (quads), Omaha (quad jacks) and stud (quads); full house or 
better (daily); mini bad beat (daily, mid.-4a); play Sun.-Wed. for an extra $2/hr.

Daily ($40-$160) including Fri. ($110, 1p, 25K chips); Sat. ($160, 2p, 15K chips, 
30-minute levels). Now open on Sundays. See ad on Page 3.

Progressive jackpots in all games. 

Wed. ($20, 7p); Sat. ($50, 7p). Progressive bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; high hands (Fri.-Sun.); Pick-A-Pocket pays 
up to $1K (Mon., 4-9); Aces Cracked (Tue. & Thurs.); Rolling Cash Fever (Wed.).

Mon., Wed. & Sat. ($120, 6p); Tue. & Thurs. ($65, 6p); Fri. ($100, 9p). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Daily ($40-$560); guaranteed prize pools (call for details). See ad on Page 27 for the 
$10 million guarantee event in August.

Hourly high hands in limit and no-limit (daily); Play, earn, and redeem (call for 
details).

Daily ($40-$550), including Wed. ($225, alternates between 12:30p/7p).  Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em, Omaha and stud. 

Wed. ($50, 1p & $40, 7p); Fri. ($70, 7p); Sat. super satellites are running (1p & 7p) 
for the $10M Hard Rock Open in August; call for details. See ad on Page 42.

$199 high hand (daily, 11a-2p, 2p-4p; 11p-2a & Fri. & Sat. $99-$199-$500, 2a-4a); 
progressive royals and bad beat.

Daily ($20-$200) at 1p and 7p; $10K guar., June 16 ($350, 1p). See ad on Page 17. Up to $599 high hands (Tue. & Fri., 1p-mid.); $300 every 15 minutes (Wed., 1p-7p).

Mon. & Tue. ($50, noon & 7p); Thurs. ($65, noon & $50, 7p); Fri. ($115, 6p); Sat. 
($115, noon); Sun. ($125, noon) & Omaha/8 ($65, 6p); June 1 ($275, noon).

Big Slick Royal pays minimum of $10K; all other royals pay $1K; $1K hourly high 
hands (Wed.); Sat. $5K high hand (6p-mid.).

Mon. ($65, 1p & 7p); Tue. ($35 w/$30 rebuys, 1p & 7p); Thurs. ($35 w/rebuys, 1p & $90 
KO, 7p); Fri. $5K guar. ($45, 7p); Sat. ($120, 1p); Sun. ($65, 1p). See ad below.

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em & Omaha; royals pay $500; Aces Cracked (Wed.); high 
hand (Sun.-Sat.).

Mon. H.O.R.S.E. ($115, 1p) & freeroll (7p); Tue. O/8 ($100, 7p); Wed. PLO $1.5K guar. 
freeroll (7p); Thurs. $1.5K guar. freeroll (7p); Sun. $1.5K guar. shootout freeroll (7p).

$50 frenzy $100 Quadmania vouchers (Sun.-Thurs., 9a-11a & midnight-3a); high 
hand jackpots; $500 high hand every half hour (Fri. & Sat.).

Daily ($100-$230); Mon.-Wed. & Fri.-Sat. (noon, 7:30p); Thurs. (7:30p); Sat. & Sun. 
(noon). See ad on Page 31.

Bad-beat and high-hand jackpots in hold’em and Omaha; $10K cash drawings 
every Sunday.

SNGs daily ($65-$800); call for details. Big Slick Royal Progressive; high hands pay $150; progressive Hot Table pays 
minimum of $500 (daily); Hot Table 100 spins wheel (Sat., 2p, 6p, 10p & 2a).

Daily ($50-$330) on Sun.-Thurs. (1p, 4p, & 7p) & Fri.-Sat. (1p, 6p, & 8p). See ad on 
Page 15.

Daily cash and prize promotions; high hands; tournament high hands; see website 
for more promotions.

Daily ($20-$220) on Sun.-Fri. (8p), Sat. (2p, 8p, midnight). See ad on Page 32. High hands pay $100 (Mon. & Fri., 9a-midnight) and $500 (Sun.-Thurs., 2a-3a & 
Fri.-Sat, midnight-9a); $4,999 royal flush of spades (Tue.-Thurs., 9a-noon).

Mon. ($75, 7p); Wed. ($55, 7p); Sat. ($100, 1:30p); Sun. ($55, 4p). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em, Omaha and stud (see website for rules and payouts); 
quads pays $100-$220 (daily).

Daily (6:30p); Mon., Fri. ($2.5K guar.), Sun. ($60); Tue. $1.5K guar. ($80); Wed. 
($100); Thurs. PLO ($20 w/$10 rebuys); Mon.-Wed. (KO) & Sat. (rebuy). Ad on 29.

High hands (daily); $500/half hour with power hours paying $750 at noon, 4p, 7p & 
10p (Fri.-Sat., noon-midnight); $250/hour (Sun.-Thurs., 11a-3a); royals pay $500.

DERBY LANE
(727) 812-3339 x7 • derbylanepoker.com
EBRO GREYHOUND PARK
(850) 234-3943 • ebrogreyhoundpark.com
FT. PIERCE JAI-ALAI & POKER
(772) 464-7500 • jaialai.net/poker.php
GULFSTREAM PARK
(954) 457-6336 • gulfstreampark.com 
ISLE CASINO AT POMPANO PARK
(954) 972-2000 x5123 • theislepompanopark.com
MAGIC CITY CASINO
(305) 649-3000 • flaglerdogs.com 
MARDI GRAS CASINO
(877) 557-5687 x3167 • playmardigras.com 
MELBOURNE GREYHOUND PARK
(321) 259-9800 • mgpark.com 
MICCOSUKEE RESORT & GAMING
 (877) 242-6464 • miccosukee.com 
NAPLES-FT. MYERS GREYHOUND TRACK
 (239) 992-2411 • naplesfortmyersdogs.com
OCALA POKER AND JAI-ALAI
(352) 591-2345 • ocalapoker.com
PALM BEACH KENNEL CLUB
(561) 683-2222 • pbkennelclub.com
PENSACOLA GREYHOUND TRACK
(850) 455-8595 • pensacolagreyhoundtrack.com
SARASOTA KENNEL CLUB
(941) 355-7744 x1054 • skcpoker.com
SEMINOLE CASINO BRIGHTON
(866) 222-7466 x121 • seminolecasinobrighton.com
SEMINOLE CASINO COCONUT CREEK
(866) 222-7466 • seminolecoconutcreekcasino.com
SEMINOLE HARD ROCK HOLLYWOOD
(866) 502-7529 • seminolehardrockhollywood.com
SEMINOLE HARD ROCK TAMPA
(866) 502-7529 • seminolehardrocktampa.com
SEMINOLE CASINO IMMOKALEE
(866) 222-7466 • theseminolecasino.com
TAMPA BAY DOWNS
(813) 298-1798 • tampabaydowns.com
TAMPA GREYHOUND TRACK
(813) 932-4313 • luckyscards.com

Daily ($30-$80); Sun.-Thurs. (2p & 6:30p); Fri.-Sat. (2p, 7:30p). Sunday Challenge, 
last Sun. of every month ($115, 1p, 15K chips). 

Rise & Shine starts at $500 (daily, 11:30a-4p); quads ($50-$75), straight flushes ($150) 
and royals ($300) from Sun.-Thurs. (4p-11p); high hands pay 2Xs (Fri.-Sat., 4p-11p).

$2K guar., June 8 & 29 ($50); $2K freeroll (call for details). Progressive Mania includes 26 different progressive jackpots up to $25K; Splash Pot 
(Sun.-Thurs., 8:15a-11:15a).
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Tue. & Thurs. ($20 w/$20 rebuys, 6p); Wed. ($60, 6p); Sat. & Sun. ($80, noon). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; high hand of the hour (Mon.-Fri., 10a-2p) pays $50 per 
hour; Real Deal Lucky Wheel pays up to $200 (Fri.-Sat., 4p-midnight).

INDIANA
BELTERRA CASINO RESORT
(812) 427-7777 • belterracasino.com 
BLUE CHIP
(219) 861-4820 • bluechipcasino.com 
HOLLYWOOD CASINO LAWRENCEBURG
(812) 539-8000 • www.hollywoodindiana.com
HORSESHOE HAMMOND
(219) 473-6065 • horseshoehammond.com
HORSESHOE SOUTHERN INDIANA
(812) 969-6000 • horseshoe-indiana.com
MAJESTIC STAR II
(219) 977-7444 • majesticstarcasino.com

Daily ($80-$150) at 11:15a & 7:15p. Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; WPT satellite freeroll for top tournament point earners 
(call for details).

Mon.-Thurs. ($100, 11); Mon. & Tues. ($120, 7p); Fri. & Sat. Survivor ($120, 11a); 
Sun. ($200, 11a); June 29 ($500, 11a).

Bad-beat jackpot in select games.

Daily ($50-$81); Mon. (noon); Tue. (noon, 7p); Wed. (7p); Thurs. (noon); Fri. 
(midnight); Sat. (noon); Sun. (3p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Wed. ($55, 7p); Thurs. ($60, 7p); Fri. ($130, 7p); Sat. ($60, 1p & $105, 7p); Sun. 
($55, 11a & $60, 7p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is aces full of kings; tournament bad-beat jackpot; high 
hand of the day pays $200 (call for details).

Wednesday ($160, 1p). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is quad fives.

No tournaments. Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

ILLINOIS
GRAND VICTORIA ELGIN  
(847) 531-7753 • grandvictoria-elgin.com 
HARRAH’S JOLIET   
(815) 740-7480 • harrahsjoliet.com 
HOLLYWOOD CASINO AURORA   
(630) 801-7471 • hollywoodcasinoaurora.com
HOLLYWOOD CASINO JOLIET  
(815) 927-2175 • hollywoodcasinojoliet.com 
JUMER’S CASINO & HOTEL
(309) 756-4600 • jumerscri.com
PAR-A-DICE CASINO
(309) 698-6693 • paradicecasino.com
ROCKFORD CHARITABLE GAMES
(800) 965-7852 • rcgpoker.com

Thursday ($125, 7p, 4K chips, 20-minute levels); Sunday ($125, 4p, 4K chips); 1st 
Sat. KO; 2nd & 4th Sat. Deepstack; 3rd Sat. MiniDeep (call for details).

Mega bad-beat jackpot (quad eights); mini bad-beat jackpot (aces full of kings); get 
paid for straight and royal flushes.

IOWA
Tue. ($40, 7p); Thurs. ($60, 7p); Fri. ($25, 2p); Sat. ($40, 2p); Sun. ($60, 2p). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is quad 5s; mini bad-beat jackpot is aces full of jacks; 

progressive jackpots for straight flushes.
Mon. Omaha/8 ($40, 1p); Tue. ($40, 1p); Thurs. ($40, 6p); Sat. ($60, noon); Sun. 
($100, 1p).

Call for information on future promotions.

Mon., Wed., Sat. ($65, 10a); Tue. ($65, 7p); Thurs. KO ($75, 7p); Sun. ($45, 10a & 
2p); Omaha/8, June 3 ($100); Fat Stack, June 8 ($125) and June 29 ($235).

Bad-beat jackpot is quad deuces in hold’em and quad 10s in Omaha; high-hand; get 
paid for royals ($300), straight flush ($200) and quads ($50).

DIAMOND JO CASINO NORTHWOOD
(641) 323-7777 • diamondjo.com
GRAND FALLS CASINO
(712) 777-7777 • grandfallscasinoresort.com
HORSESHOE COUNCIL BLUFFS
(877) 771-7463 • horseshoecouncilbluffs.com
MESKWAKI CASINO
(641) 484-2108 • meskwaki.com
MYSTIQUE GREYHOUND PARK
(563) 585-2964 • mystiquedbq.com

Tue. ($25 w/rebuys, 7p); Wed. Omaha/8 ($30, 7p); Thurs. ($30 w/re-entry, 7p); Sat. 
& Sun. ($30, 1p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; royal flush jackpot.

Thursday ($40, 6p); Friday ($60, 1p); Sunday ($50, 1p). Straight flush progressive jackpot in hold’em, Omaha and stud pays 10 jackpots 
(call for details).

Mon. & Fri. limit Omaha/8 ($30, 11a); Wed. ($50, 6p); Thurs. ($30, 6p); Fri. ($30, 
4p); Sat. ($30, 1p); Sun. ($50, 2p); last Sat. of month ($100, 1p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em (aces full of kings) and Omaha (quad 10s); player 
comps (call for details).

Tue. ($30, noon); Wed. ($30, 7p); Sun. ($60, noon); KO event on first Thursday of 
every month (except July will be second Thursday) - call for details.

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is aces full of jacks losing to quads; straight flush pays 
$200.

PRAIRIE MEADOWS CASINO
(515) 967-8543 • prairiemeadows.com
RIVERSIDE CASINO
(319) 648-1234 • riversidecasinoandresort.com

SNGs: $25, $50 and $115. MTTs: ($60, $120). See ad below. Call about monthly freerolls.

Call for information. Comp dollars (call for details).

Mon. ($115, 7p); Sun. ($115, 11a) & ($55, 7p). Call for information.

Mon. ($40, 6p); Tue. ($40, 7p); Wed. ($50, 7p); Sun. ($80, 1p). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Mon. & Wed. ($40, 7:15p); Tue. ($65, 7:15p); Thurs. ($40, 12:15p) & ($65, 7:15p); Fri. 
($65, 7:15p) & ($40, midnight); Sat. & Sun. ($65, 11:15a); Sun. ($40, 5:15p).

Call for promotions.
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KANSAS
LOCATION TOURNAMENTS/SPECIAL EVENTS JACKPOTS/PROMOTIONS 

Wed. ($85, 7p); freeroll, June 2 (call for details). Progressive bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Mon. ($65, noon). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

BOOT HILL CASINO
(877) 906-0777 • boothillcasino.com 
HOLLYWOOD CASINO
(913) 288-9300 • hollywoodcasinokansas.com 
KANSAS STAR CASINO
(316) 719-5000 • kansasstarcasino.com 

Monday ($75, 6p). Call for information.

LOUISIANA

Mon. ($55 w/$20 rebuys); Tue. ($105 w/$50 add-on, 6:30p); Wed. ($120 w/$25 KO, 
6:30p); Sat. ($120 w/$75 add-on, 11a); Sun. ($145, 11a).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is quads; straight flush pays $100 (24/7); Hot Seat (6 
days a week); tournament bad-beat jackpot.

Tuesday Freeroll (11a) for 4 or 5 Star Players; Wed. ($35 w/$10 add-on, 7p); Thurs. 
$1K guarantee.

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em (quad sixes) and Omaha; Aces Cracked (Tue. & Thurs.); 
mini bad-beat jackpot is aces full of jacks beaten by quads; Splash the Pot (daily).

Daily, including Tue. ($20 w/rebuys, 6:30p); Thurs. ($75, 7p); Fri. ($130, 7:30p); Sat. 
($220, 2p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Call for schedule. Call for promotions.

Mon., Wed., Sat., Sun. ($100-$200 w/rebuys & add-ons) including Thurs. ($200, 6p). High hands (Sun. & Wed.); Aces Cracked (Mon., Tue., Fri.); Splash Cash (Thurs.). Call 
for details and times.

Monday ($60, 6:30p). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; minor jackpots daily; cash giveaways Mon.-Thurs.

BOOMTOWN NEW ORLEANS
(800) 366-7711 • boomtownneworleans.com 
COUSHATTA CASINO
(800) 584-7263 • coushattacasinoresort.com 
CYPRESS BAYOU CASINO
(800) 284-4386 • cypressbayou.com 
ELDORADO CASINO SHREVEPORT
(318) 220-5274 • eldoradoshreveport.com
HARRAH’S NEW ORLEANS
(504) 533-6000 • harrahsneworleans.com
HORSESHOE CASINO BOSSIER CITY
(800) 895-0711 • horseshoebossiercity.com
ISLE OF CAPRI LAKE CHARLES
(337) 430-2407 • lake-charles.isleofcapricasinos.com
L’AUBERGE BATON ROUGE CASINO
(225) 215.7777 • lbatonrouge.com
L’AUBERGE DU LAC CASINO
(337) 395-7777 • ldlcasino.com
PARAGON CASINO RESORT
(800) 946-1946 • paragoncasinoresort.com

No tournaments. Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; player comps earned on a tier basis (call for details).

Call for information. Call for promotions.

MICHIGAN
Mon.-Sat. ($70, 10a); Mon. & Wed. ($70, 6:30p); Tue. KO ($70, 6:30p); Thurs. PLO 
($55, 6:30p); Sun. ($110, noon); second Sunday of month ($220, noon).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is aces full of jacks beaten by quads.FIREKEEPERS CASINO
(269) 962-0000 • firekeeperscasino.com
GREEKTOWN HOTEL & CASINO
(313) 223-2999 • greektowncasino.com
LEELANAU SANDS CASINO 
(231) 534-8100 • casino2win.com
MGM GRAND DETROIT
(313) 465-1777 • mgmgranddetroit.com 
SOARING EAGLE CASINO
(989) 775-7777 • soaringeaglecasino.com
TURTLE CREEK CASINO & HOTEL
(231) 534-8937 • turtlecreekcasino.com

Call for information. Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em and Omaha; secondary bad-beat jackpot; high-hand 
jackpot.

No tournaments. Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Tournaments featured monthly (call for details). Progressive bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Mon. ($60, 6:30p); Tue. ($13 w/rebuys, 6:30p); Wed. KO ($45, 6:30p); Sun. ($60, 
12:30p); June 7 ($175, 1p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em, Omaha and stud; Soaring Hand jackpots increase daily 
(call for details).

Call for information. Call for promotions.
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Wednesday (6p); call for details. Progressive bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; Aces Cracked.

Mon. KO ($20, 7p); Tue. ($18, 10:30a); Fri. ($60, 7p). Aces Cracked (Thurs.); Straight Flush Saturdays; progressive royal flush jackpot.

Mon., Wed., Fri., Sun. ($45, 10:30a); Mon. & Sun. ($100, 6:30p); Tue. ($45, 6:30p); 
Wed. ($235, 6:30p); Thurs. ($75, 6:30p); Sat. ($180, 10:30a).

Bad beat in hold’em, Omaha and stud; high hand/hr (Mon., 9a-mid.); Aces Cracked 
(Tue., 10a-6p); $1.5K Cash for Quads Board (Thurs., 8a & 5p).

Mon. freeroll (7p); Tue. ($45, 2p & $125, 6p); Wed. ($45, 10:30a & $65, 6p); Thurs. & 
Sun. ($45, 2p & $125, 6p); Fri. ($65, 10:30a); Sat. ($65, 9:30a & $235, 2p).

Aces Cracked (Tue.); Aces Cracked Double the Pot (Thurs.); Aces Cracked progressive 
(Fri.-Sat.).

MINNESOTA
CANTERBURY PARK
(952) 445-7223 • canterburypark.com
RUNNING ACES HARNESS PARK
(651) 925-4600 • runningacesharness.com
TREASURE ISLAND RESORT & CASINO
(651) 388-6300 • treasureislandcasino.com

Wed. ($60, 6p); Thurs. ($50, 7p); June 8 & 29 ($60, 2p); Omaha/8 events, June 1 & 
15 ($60, 2p); Island Cup Deep Stack events on Mondays ($70, 6p).

Bad beat in hold’em; Aces Cracked (Thurs., 10a-2a & Sun.-Mon., 10p-close); get paid 
for quads ($44), straight flush ($75); royals are progressive and starts at $100.

MISSISSIPPI

Daily ($35-$340). See ad on Page 7 for the World Poker Open. Bad-beat jackpots (call for details); win $100 every other hour (Mon.-Fri., 3a-10a); 
get paid to play (25 hours minimum).

Mon. KO ($40, 3p); Thurs. ($30, 3p); Fri. ($35, 3p); Sat. ($55, 3p); Sun. ($30, 3p). Bad-beat jackpot is aces full of queens; Hard Rock Jackpot Hands (daily); Splash the 
Pot (Thurs.-Mon.); Set over Set (Sun.-Tue.); high hand (Tue. & Wed.).

Mon. & Fri. ($60, 1p); Tue. ($70, 1p); Wed. & Thurs. ($35 w/$20 add-on, 1p); Fri. 
($40, 6p); Sat. ($70, 1p & $70, 6p); Sun. ($50, 1p & $60, 6p).

Bad beat in hold’em, Omaha, and stud; progressive quads; Spin to Win pays up to $1K; 
$15K guar. w/WSOP drawing, 3/9, 3/23, 4/13, 4/27, 5/11, 5/25, 6/8, 6/22 ($160, 11a).

Daily ($60, noon). Poker Squares pay up to $1K (Sun. & Mon.).

Mon.-Wed. ($50, 7p); Thurs. KO ($50, 7p); Fri. ($90, 6p); Sat. $10K guar. ($150, 3p); 
Sun. ($90, 2p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em, Omaha and stud; call for more daily promotions.

Mon., Fri. & Sat. KO ($40 w/rebuy, 2p); Tue. & Thurs. ($20 w/rebuy, 2p); Wed. KO 
($40 w/rebuy and bounties, 7p); Sun. ($20 w/rebuy, 7p).

Progressive straight and royal flush (daily); high hand (Tue., Thurs. & Sun., 
10a-mid.); Aces Cracked/Lucky Seat (Mon. & Wed., 10a-mid. & Fri., 10a-6p).

Daily (call for schedule). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em, Omaha and stud.BEAU RIVAGE RESORT AND CASINO 
(228) 386-7092 • beaurivage.com
GOLD STRIKE CASINO AND RESORT
(662) 357-1136 • goldstrikemississippi.com
HARD ROCK BILOXI
(228) 374-7625 • hardrockbiloxi.com 
HARRAH’S TUNICA
(800) 946-4946 x33760 • harrahstunica.com
HOLLYWOOD CASINO TUNICA
(800) 871-0711 x5005 • hollywoodtunica.com
HORSESHOE CASINO TUNICA
(662) 357-5608 • horseshoetunica.com 
IP CASINO RESORT & SPA
(888) 946-2847 x8554 • ipbiloxi.com
ISLE CASINO HOTEL BILOXI
(228) 436-7967 • biloxi.isleofcapricasinos.com

Daily ($10-$40). Mon., Wed., Thurs. (6p); Fri. & Sat. (7p); Sat. & Sun. (2p); Sunday 
$1K guarantee ($10 w/rebuys & $20 add-on, 2p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em (quads, must be in $3-$6 or higher) and Omaha.

MARYLAND
No tournaments. Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is quad deuces or better beaten.HOLLYWOOD CASINO PERRYVILLE

(410) 378-8500 • hollywoodcasinoperryville.com

MISSOURI
AMERISTAR ST. CHARLES
(636) 949-7777 • ameristar.com
AMERISTAR KANSAS CITY
(816) 414-7000 • ameristar.com
HARRAH'S NORTH KANSAS CITY
(816) 472-7777 • harrahsnkc.com

Mon. & Tue. ($45 w/rebuys & add-on, 7p); Wed. & Thurs. ($55, 7p); Fri. ($75, 7p); 
Sat. ($75, 2p); Sun. ($55, noon).

Progressive high-hand jackpot pays quads, straight flushes and royals.

Tue.-Thurs. ($85, 7p); Wed. KO ($85, 7p); Fri.-Sat. ($60, noon); Sun. ($100, noon). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em (see website for details).

Sun.-Thurs. ($80, 1p & 7p); Fri. ($80, 10a & 7p); Sat. ($120, 10a); Sat. pineapple 
($80, 7p).

High hands (17 jackpots); call for details.
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NEVADA

Daily ($60, 11a, 2p & 8p) w/$500 guarantee first prize. Megabeat Jackpot starts at $200K (call for details).

Daily at 1p & 7p ($125 w/one optional re-entry, 10K chips, 30-minute levels); Aria 
Classic, June 17-July 1 w/main event, June 30 ($1,080, 6p).

No jackpots.

Mon.-Fri. ($40, 11a, 2p & 7p); Sat.-Sun. KO ($75, 11a). Rakeback for weekly hours; daily bonus hands for Aces Cracked; quads or better; 
poker-room comp points (call for details).

ARIA
(866) 359-7111 • arialasvegas.com 
ATLANTIS CASINO RESORT SPA RENO
(800) 723-6500 • atlantiscasino.com
BALLY’S LAS VEGAS
(702) 967-4111 • ballyslasvegas.com
BELLAGIO
(702) 693-7111 • bellagio.com
BINION’S GAMBLING HALL
(702) 382-1600 • binions.com 
BOOMTOWN RENO
(775) 345-6000 • boomtownreno.com 
BOULDER STATION HOTEL & CASINO
(702) 432-7777 • boulderstation.com
CAESARS PALACE
(702) 731-7110 • caesarspalace.com 
CIRCUS CIRCUS LAS VEGAS
(702) 734-0410 • circuscircus.com
ELDORADO HOTEL CASINO
(775) 786-5700 • eldoradoreno.com 
EXCALIBUR HOTEL AND CASINO
(702) 597-7777 • excalibur.com 
FLAMINGO LAS VEGAS
(702) 733-3111 • flamingolasvegas.com 
GOLDEN NUGGET LAS VEGAS
(702) 385-7111 • goldennugget.com 
GRAND SIERRA RESORT
(775) 789-2000 • grandsierraresort.com 
GREEN VALLEY RANCH
(702) 617-7777 • greenvalleyranchresort.com 
HARRAH’S LAS VEGAS
(702) 369-5000 • harrahslasvegas.com 
HARVEYS LAKE TAHOE
(775) 588-6611 • harveystahoe.com
HOOTERS
(866) 584-6687 • hooterscasinohotel.com

No tournaments. Aces Cracked (daily, 2p-8p & 2a-6a); high hands (daily); get paid for quads ($100), 
straight flush ($200) and royals ($500).

Mon.-Thurs. ($125, 2p); Fri. & Sat. ($545, 2p); Sun. ($335, 2p). No jackpots.

Daily ($60-$100) at 10a, 2p, 7p and 10p. High hands; quads pays ($50); straight flush pays ($100); royals pay ($250).

No tournaments. Multiroom progressive bad-beat jackpot in hold’em starts at quad sixes and pays 
$100K guaranteed; high hand (Wed.); Aces Cracked (Thurs.); $500 high hand (Sun.).

Daily ($70, 9a); ($110, noon); ($70, 4p); ($110, 7p); ($85, 10p); Sat. & Sun. ($235, 
2p).

Megabeat Jackpot starts at $200K (call for details).

Daily ($45 w/$20 add-on, 2p); Sunday freeroll at noon (play 10 hours minimum 
to qualify).

High hands; Aces Cracked pays $50, same color $100.

Daily ($30, 10a); Tue. ($30, 6p); Wed.-Thurs. ($30, 6p); Friday freeroll on the first 
Friday of every month ($2.5K added).

Bad-beat jackpots in hold’em and stud; quads or better is paid daily. 

Daily ($35, 9a; $40, 1p, 5p & 8p); all tournaments allow re-entry until the first 
break.

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em (aces full beaten by quads); spin the wheel pays $20-
$300 for quads or Aces Cracked.

Five tournaments daily; $500 guar. ($50, 10a & 6p); KO ($80, 2p); $750 guar. ($70, 
9p); $600 guar. ($60, 12:30a).

High hand pays quads ($50), straight flush ($100) and royal ($500); high hand of 
the hour pays $100 (8a-noon & 6p-10p).

Daily ($40, 10a); Mon. Omaha/8 ($40, 7p); Wed. H.O.R.S.E. ($40, 7p); high hand 
cash prizes during tournament play; Omaha freeroll (10 hours min.); call for details.

Multiroom progressive bad beat in hold’em starts at quad sixes and pays $100K 
guar.; progressive high hands (daily); royals are worth $5K-$10K (all suits).

Daily ($45, 11a); Sun.-Thurs. ($60, 6:30p); Fri.-Sat. ($80 w/$20 bounties, 6:30p). Aces Cracked pays $50 (Sun.-Thurs.).

Daily ($65) at 1a, 4a, 11a, 3p, 7p, 10p; Sun. $5K guar. ($100, 9a); Grand Series, June 
1-July 4 (call for details).

High hand between 2a-2p wins 2Xs the jackpot.

Daily ($60, 10a & 3p) & ($80 w/$20 bounties, 8p). Mega Beat Jackpot starts at $200K; high hands; get paid for straight flush ($100) 
and royals ($500).

Daily ($40, 10a); Mon. & Wed. ($50, 6p); Tue. & Thurs. ($75, 6p); Fri. ($95, 6p); Sun. 
($60, 2p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is quads; progressive rewards jackpot is paid on quad 
nines or better and straight and royal flushes.

Call for schedule. Cash drawings; get paid for quads ($25), straight flush ($50), and royals ($100).
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Mon.-Wed. ($60, 1p & 7p); Thurs. ($60, 1p & $160, 7p); Fri. ($60, 1p & $125, 7p); 
every other Sun. ($60, noon & 5p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em and Omaha.

Daily ($45, noon); Fri. & Sat. ($60, 7p). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em ($150K paid between River City and Lumiere in nine 
weeks); quarterly $10K Coverall Board (call for details).

Daily ($65, 3p); Thurs. turbo ($75); Sat. ($100, midnight). Bad-beat in hold’em is nines full of jacks or better and has multipliers (estimated 
$250K paid between River City and Lumiere per quarter); Coverall Board promo.

HOLLYWOOD ST. LOUIS
(314) 770-8100 • hollywoodcasinostlouis.com
LUMIERE PLACE
(314) 881-7777 • lumiereplace.com
RIVER CITY CASINO
(888) 578-7289 • rivercity.com

MISSOURI (Continued)





LOCATION TOURNAMENTS/SPECIAL EVENTS JACKPOTS/PROMOTIONS 

NEVADA (Continued)

LUXOR HOTEL & CASINO
(702) 262-4000 • luxor.com 
M RESORT
(702) 797-1000 • themresort.com 
MANDALAY BAY
702-632-7777 • mandalaybay.com 
MGM GRAND LAS VEGAS
(702) 891-1111 • mgmgrand.com
MIRAGE
(702) 791-7111 • mirage.com 
MONTE CARLO RESORT & CASINO
(702) 730-7777 • montecarlo.com 
THE ORLEANS
(702) 365-7111 • orleanscasino.com 
PALACE STATION
(702) 367-2453 • palacestation.com
PALMS CASINO 
(702) 942-7777 • palms.com 
PEPPERMILL RESORT CASINO
(775) 826-2121 • peppermillreno.com
PLANET HOLLYWOOD
(702) 785-5555 • planethollywoodresort.com 
QUAD RESORT & CASINO
(800) 634-6441 • thquadlv.com
RED ROCK CASINO
(702) 797-7777 • redrock.sclv.com 
RIO CASINO
(702) 777-7777 • riolasvegas.com 
RIVIERA HOTEL AND CASINO
(800) 634-3420 • rivierahotel.com
SAM’S TOWN LAS VEGAS
(702) 456-7777 • samstownlv.com 
SANTA FE STATION CASINO
(702) 658-4900 • santafestationlasvegas.com 
STRATOSPHERE
(702) 944-4915 • stratospherehotel.com
SUNCOAST HOTEL & CASINO
(702) 636-7111 • suncoastcasino.com 

World Series of Poker runs until July 15 w/main event, July 6-15 ($10K, noon). Progressive royals start at $1K; cash drawings pay $100 (5a, 7a, 9a and 11a); Grave-
yard Trip Comps (daily, 3a-noon) pays $3 per hour instead of $1 per hour.

Sun.-Fri. ($65, 10a); Wed. KO ($75, 7p). Early bird promo pays $25 every hour between 8a-1p; earn up to $200 per day by 
playing live cash games.

Mon.-Thurs. ($60, 11a & $80, 7p); Fri. Omaha/8 ($60, 11p) & ($125, 7p); Sat. KO 
($80, 11a & $100, 7p); Sun. KO ($80, 11a) & H.O.R.S.E. ($100, 7p).

$25K single table bad-beat jackpot; $60K Make it Rain Drawing; bonus hand 
payouts for quads or flush pays $100; royals pay $200.

Daily ($70) at 10a, 2p and 7p. High-hand jackpots; quads pay $100; straight and royals are progressive starting 
at $250.

Daily at 10a & 7p; Mon. & Tue. ($45 w/$20 add-on, 7p); Wed. & Sun. KO ($65 w/$20 
bounties, 7p); all 10a tournaments are $45 w/$20 add-on.

High-hand bonus for quads or better; earn comp dollars for playing live games.

Daily at 11a, 7p and 11p ($45 w/$20 add-on); $65 SNGs (24/7). Royal and straight-flush jackpots; high-hand jackpot; get paid for quads, straight 
flushes and royals; Aces Cracked (Mon.-Fri., 9a-5p).

Daily ($60) at 7a, 11a, 7p and 11p; monthly freerolls. High hands (call for details).

Sun.-Thurs. ($45, 7p); Mon.-Sat. ($45, noon); Fri.-Sat. ($45, 6p). Multiroom Jumbo progressive bad-beat jackpot in hold’em starts at quad sixes and 
pays $100K guaranteed.

Daily ($23, 10a) & daily ($30 w/rebuy, 1:30p); Fri.-Sat. deepstack ($45 w/rebuy, 7p 
& 11p); deepstack events on 2nd and 4th Sat. of the month ($100).

Uncapped progressive high hands; Aces Cracked pays $50 (midnight-noon & 4p-9p).

Mon.-Fri. ($35-$115) at 2p & 6:30p; Sat. ($115, 1p); Sun. ($35 w/rebuys, 1p & 
6:30p).

High hands; get paid for straight flushes and royals.

Fri.-Sun. ($110, 10a); Mon. & Thurs. ($100, 6:30p); Tue.-Wed. & Sun. ($80, 6:30p). Multiroom progressive bad-beat jackpot in hold’em starts at quad sixes and pays 
$100K guaranteed; tournament bad-beat jackpot.

Multiroom qualifiers running for $300K Poker Plus Tournament on June 29-30 (call 
for details).

Multiroom prog. bad-beat in hold’em (quad 6s) and pays $100K guar.; multiroom 
jumbo royals start at $5K; progressive Omaha high hands; quads pays $25 (24/7).

Daily ($60, 11a & 7p) & ($50, 2p & 10p); Sat. ($110, 11a). Bad-beat jackpot; high hands; Aces Cracked; high hand of the hour; Déjà Vu 
Progressive Jackpot (call for details).

Mon.-Sun. ($40, 10a), ($50, 3p), ($50, 6p), ($50, 11p); single table tournaments 
available ($60, 1p & 9p).

Progressive high hands (daily); tiered high-hand bonus (Mon., Wed., & Fri.) pays to 
flop it ($300), turn it ($200) and river it ($100).

Daily ($80, 11a); Sun.-Thurs. ($80, 7p); Tue. H.O.R.S.E. ($120, 7:15p); Fri. & Sat. 
($125, 7p).

Nightly mixed games and H.O.R.S.E. (call for details).

Daily ($40) at 10:30a, 12:30p, 3:30p, 8:30p, 11:30p. High hands (daily); $1K freeroll (Tue. & Thurs., 6p); $1.5K freeroll (Sun., 2p); call 
for details.

Daily ($60, 10a) & ($60, 10p); Mon., Tue., Thurs., Sun. ($60, 6p); Wed., Fri., Sat. 
($100, 6p); $10K guar., June 29 ($125, noon).

Progressive high hand; bad-beat jackpot in Omaha.

Daily ($50, 9a), ($40, 2p) & ($60, 6p & 11p); monthly $16K freeroll (25 hours 
minimum); call for details.

Table Share (call for details; highest hand of the morning; highest hand of the day.

Daily ($30, 11:30a, 2:30p, 5:30p, 8:30p & 11:30p). Mega Beat Jackpot starts at $200K.
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NEW JERSEY
Daily ($55); Mon.-Thurs. & Sat. (1p & 7p); Fri. (1p & 9p); Sun. (1p & 7p); winners of 
tournaments will be invited to the $10K TOC Freeroll.

Harrah’s AC multiroom bad-beat jackpot starts at quad queens and decreases Wed. 
if not hit; high hand (Mon. & Tue.); bonus comps (Wed. & Thurs.); Aces Cracked (Fri.).

Daily ($40-$340); Mon. $10K guar. ($140, 11a); Wed. $15K guar. ($120, 11a & 7p); 
Thurs. $2.5K guar. ($55, 7p); Fri. $30K guar. ($300, noon).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is quad 10s; mini bad beat in hold’em is quad deuces-
nines; see website for more promotions.

BALLY’S ATLANTIC CITY
(609) 340-2000 • ballysac.com
BORGATA HOTEL CASINO
(609) 317-1000 • theborgata.com

Daily ($100, 1:15p & 6:15p). Harrah’s AC multiroom bad-beat jackpot starts at quad queens and decreases every 
Wednesday if it doesn’t get hit; double comp dollars (call for details).

Daily at 10:15a, 1:15p, 8:15p and midnight ($70-$125). Harrah’s AC multiroom bad beat starts at quad queens and decreases every Wed. if 
it doesn’t get hit.

Daily $65 (11a, 2a & 7p); nightly $60 (11p); $20K starting stack for all tournaments; 
Fri. & Sat. 7p events pay $5K guar. with unlimited re-entry for 6 levels.

Harrah’s AC multiroom bad-beat jackpot starts at quad queens and decreases every 
Wednesday if it doesn’t get hit.

Daily ($62, 11:15a & 7:15p), including a Fri. ($122, 7:15p) and Sat. ($122, 11:15a & 
7:15p); midnight tournaments run Sun.-Thurs. ($42) & Fri.-Sat. ($62).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is quads; “3-8” special promotion jackpot (call for 
details); tournament bad-beat jackpot is quads over aces full of kings.

Daily ($80, 4a, 10a, 4p & 10p); Sat. $10K guar. ($120, noon); Sun. $2,012 guar. 
($50, noon). 

Progressive high-hand jackpot.

Daily ($50-$230) at 12:15p, 4:15p, 7:15p, & midnight, including two deepstacks on 
Saturdays ($230, 7:15p) & ($120, 4:15p & midnight).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em (quads); high hands are entered into drawings to win 
$1K; 50-50 club (call for details).

CAESARS ATLANTIC CITY
(609) 348-4411 • caesarsac.com
GOLDEN NUGGET ATLANTIC CITY
(800) 777-8477 • goldennugget.com/atlanticcity
HARRAH’S ATLANTIC CITY
(609) 441-5000 • harrahsresort.com
REVEL
(609) 572-6040 • revelresorts.com
SHOWBOAT ATLANTIC CITY
(609) 343-4000 • showboatcasino.com
TROPICANA ATLANTIC CITY
(609) 340-4000 • tropicana.net
TRUMP TAJ MAHAL CASINO RESORT
(609) 449-1000 • playtajpoker.com

Daily (12:30p & 8p); Fri. $5K guar. ($75); Sat. ($100); June 29 ($125). See ad on 
facing page.

Bad beat in hold’em; high hand; get paid for royals; $2,500 drawing (Sun., 15 hours 
of weekly play); Loyalty Rake Back promo (40 hours minimum); call for details.

Mon.-Thurs. ($140, noon); Thurs. KO ($140, 7p); Fri. $10K guar. ($200, noon); Sat. 
$25K guar. ($225, noon); Sun. $10K guar. ($200, noon).

No jackpots.

Daily ($55) at 11a, 2p, 7p and $1K guar. at 10p. High hands pay up to $599; quads or higher spins wheel; $5K weekly freeroll (10 
hours minimum to qualify).

No tournaments. Multiroom progressive bad-beat jackpot; Splash the Pot (Tue.); Make 4 Flushes pays 
$400 (Mon. & Thurs.); Aces Cracked double the pot (Wed., Sat. & Sun.).

Fri. ($35, 7p).
 

Jumbo Jackpot is quad fours beaten.

Deep Stack Extravaganza III runs until July 21 w/main event, July 13 & 14 ($5,000, 
noon). See ad on Page 25 for schedule.

Tournament bad-beat jackpot ($30K added by the house);.

SUNSET STATION
(702) 547-7982 • sunsetstation.com
TEXAS STATION
(702) 631-1000 • texasstation.com
TREASURE ISLAND
(702) 894-7111 • treasureisland.com
VENETIAN RESORT
(702) 414-1000 • venetian.com
WYNN LAS VEGAS
(702) 770-7000 • wynnlasvegas.com

NEW MEXICO
BUFFALO THUNDER CASINO
(505) 455-5555 • buffalothunderresort.com
HARD ROCK ALBUQUERQUE
(505) 724-3800 • hardrockcasinoabq.com
INN OF THE MOUNTAIN GODS
(575) 464-7777 • innofthemountaingods.com
ROUTE 66 CASINO
(505) 352-7866 • rt66casino.com
SANDIA RESORT
(505) 796-7500 • sandiacasino.com
SANTA ANA STAR CASINO
505-867-0000 • santaanastar.com

Daily ($20-$50) at 2p & 7p, including Fri. & Sat. ($50, 7p); many tournaments have 
rebuys and add-ons.

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; tournament bad-beat jackpot.

Tue. ($40, 6:30p); Fri. & Sat. ($75, 6:30p); June 29 ($150, 1p); Father’s Day NLH 
event, June 16 ($40, 2p) - $500 added with one re-entry allowed.

Progressive bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; Easy Aces Mini Bad Beat pays 
$599/$300/$75.

Mon.-Fri. ($20, noon); Mon.-Fri. satellites ($60); Sun. ($55, 2p). Bad-beat jackpot; high-hand jackpots; royals pay $500; straight flush pays $250; 
quad aces pays ($150); quads pays $50; call for details.

Daily ($25-$55); Mon.-Fri. (11a); Mon. (7p); Tue. & Thurs. (7p); Wed. (11a & 7p); Fri. 
(11a, 5p, & 8p); Sat. (noon, 5p & 8p); Sun. (7p).

Bad-beat jackpot; Action Aces (Mon.-Fri.); Splash the Pot; $2K freeroll event (35 
hours of live cash poker to qualify, more hours equals larger chip stack).

Mon. WSOP satellites ($35, 2p); Tue. ($40, 7p); Wed. varies ($25, 7p) Thurs. ($50, 
7p); Sun. ($40, noon); Omaha events, June 5 & 19.

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em and Omaha.

Mon.-Fri. ($30, 11a); Tue. ($30, 7p); Wed. PLO & Thurs. KO ($40, 7p); Fri. ($100, 7p); 
Sat. ($40, 11a) & H.O.R.S.E. ($40, 7p); Sun. Omaha/8 ($40, 11a) & ($40, 7p).

Splash the Pot (Mon. & Tue., 8p-midnight); get paid for quads ($50), straight flush 
($100) and royal flush ($250).





Mon. ($120, 7p); Tue. ($60, 7p); Wed. ($30, 2a) & PLO ($60, 7p); Thurs. ($60, 7p); Fri. 
($60, 4p); Sat. ($120, 10a); Sun. ($60, 2p).

Call for information.

Tuesday ($220, 7p); daily freerolls (call for schedule). Bad-beat (aces full of jacks beaten by quads); get paid for quads ($50), straight 
flush ($100) royals ($200).

NORTH AND SOUTH CAROLINA
HARRAH’S CHEROKEE (N.C.)
(828) 497-7777 • harrahscherokee.com
SUNCRUZ (S.C.)
(843) 280-2933 • suncruzaquasino.com

NEW YORK
SENECA NIAGARA 
(877) 873-6322 • senecaniagaracasino.com 
SENECA SALAMANCA 
(877) 860-5130 • senecagames.com 
TURNING STONE RESORT 
(800) 386-5366 • turningstone.com

Mon. KO ($90, 10a & 7p); Tue. & Thurs. ($45, 10a & 7p); Wed. ($55, w/rebuys, 10a & 
7p); Fri. ($55, 10a & $175, 1p); Sat. ($230, 11a); Sun. ($55, 10a & 7p).

Progressive high hands (24/7); get paid for quads ($25), straight flushes ($75) and 
royals ($100).

Mon ($60, 7p); Wed. ($35, 11a) & ($60, 7p); Thurs. ($90, 6p); Fri. ($35, 6p); Sat. & 
Sun. ($60, noon). 

Progressive bad beat jackpot in hold’em (quad deuces), Omaha (quad nines) and 
stud (quad sevens); Preferred Player Rewards (call for details).

Mon.-Thurs. ($60-$100) at noon & 7p; Fri. ($70, 2p & $90, 7p); Sat. ($100, 11a & 
$125, 7p); Sun. ($125, 11a & $70, 7p).

Bad-beat jackpot is in hold’em (quad deuces); royals pay $100.

OHIO

Mon.-Fri. ($40, 10:15a); Mon. ($40, 7:15p); Wed. ($50, 7:15p); Thurs. KO ($65, 
7:15p); Sun. ($120, 12:15p).

Call for promotions.

OKLAHOMA
Mon.-Fri. at 1p & 7p ($60-$120); Sat. ($170, noon); Sun. $3K freeroll (3p). See ad 
on back inside cover.

$25K bad-beat jackpot (daily); $5K Omaha bad beat (daily); high hand (Mon.-Wed., 
11p-5a); high limit rewards (Mon.-Thurs.); Early Bird Special (Mon.-Fri.).

Mon.-Thurs. ($70, 10:15a); Fri. ($140, 10:15a); Sat. ($240, 10:15a); Sun. PLO ($90, 
10:15a); Mon.-Wed. ($90, 7:15p); Thurs. ($140, 7:15p).

Call for promotions.
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CHOCTAW RESORT CASINO
(580) 920-0160 • choctawcasinos.com
COMANCHE NATION
(580) 354-2000 • comanchenationcasino.com 
DOWNSTREAM CASINO RESORT
(918) 919-6000 • downstreamcasino.com
FIRELAKE GRAND CASINO
(405) 964-7263 • firelakegrand.com
HARD ROCK TULSA
(918) 384-6648 • hardrockcasinotulsa.com 
OSAGE MILLION DOLLAR TULSA
(877) 246-8777 • milliondollarelm.com
RIVER SPIRIT CASINO
(918) 299-8518 • creeknationcasino.com 
RIVERWIND CASINO
(405) 322-6000 • riverwindcasino.com
WINSTAR WORLD CASINO
(580) 276-4229 • winstarcasinos.com

Mon. ($200, noon); Wed. ($200, 7p); Thurs. PLO ($100 w/re-entry, 7p); last Sunday 
of the month ($500, noon).

Call for information.

No tournaments. Bad-beat jackpot starts at $10K (call for details).

HOLLYWOOD COLUMBUS
(614) 308-3333 • hollywoodcolumbus.com 
HOLLYWOOD TOLEDO
(419) 661-5200 • hollywoodcasinotoledo.com
HORSESHOE CINCINNATI
(877) 975-3436 • horseshoecincinnati.com
HORSESHOE CLEVELAND
(216) 297-4777 • caesars.com/horseshoecleveland

Mon.-Fri. ($40, noon); including Mon. PLO (7:30p); Sat. KO ($60, noon). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em. 

Mon. & Wed. w/lunch provided ($30, 11a); Mon. ($20, 7p); Wed. KO ($50, 7p); Fri. 
($40, 7p); Sat. ($150, 2p); Sun. H.O.R.S.E. ($50, 2p). See ad on Page 19

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; tournament bad-beat jackpot.

Mon. ($30, 11a & $30 w/rebuys, 7p); Tue.-Wed. ($15, 11a & $50, 7p); Thurs. ($50, 
7p); Fri. ($30, 11a & $70, 6p); Sat. ($120, 2p). See ad below.

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Daily; ask about future satellites to major events. See ad below. Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em pays $10K.

Daily ($40-$100) at 11a; Sun.-Thurs. (7p). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Sun.-Fri. ($50, 9:30a); Mon. ($30 w/rebuys, 7p); Tue. ($50, 6p); Wed. KO ($75, 7p); 
Thurs. & Sun. KO ($70, 7p); Fri. ($50 w/$10 add-on, 7p); Sat. KO ($70, 9:30a).

Progressive bad-beat jackpot in hold’em (quads); high hands; tournament freeroll 
(call for details).

Mon. ($60, 1p & $115, 7p); Tue. ($100, 7p); Wed. ($60, 1p & $60 w/re-entries, 7p); 
Thurs. KO ($115, 1p); Fri. ($220, 11a); Sun. ($230, 1p, 10K chips). 

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is quads or better and pays $20K minimum.

Two tournaments a month (call for details). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.



Mon. KO ($125, 7p); Tue. ($150, noon); Wed. ($150, 7p); Thurs. ($150, noon); Fri. KO 
($125, noon & $225, 7p); Sat. ($250, noon & $150, 7p); Sun. ($150, 11a).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; progressive suited royal flush (call for details).
WEST VIRGINIA

Daily ($25-$100); Mon., Fri. & Sat. (12:15p); Wed. (10:30a); Sun. (2p); June 29 
(7:30p).

Bad beat is aces full of kings; high hands pay $100 (call for details).

HOLLYWOOD AT CHARLES TOWN
(800) 795-7001 • ctowntables.com
MOUNTAINEER RIVER POKER ROOM
(304) 387-8458 • mountaineerpoker.com

Wed. ($75, 6p); Thurs. Omaha/8 ($65, 6p); Sat. ($80, 1p); Sun. ($65, 6p); $777 
added event, June 14 ($77, 6p).

Double Hours (Thurs. & Sun.); call for details.

Daily ($40, 10a) including Fri. ($75, 6:30p); Sat. KO ($60, 6:30p); many tournaments 
vary between hold’em, Omaha/8 and crazy pineapple (call for schedule).

High hands and bonus high hands (call for details).

Daily ($25 w/$5 rebuys, 11:00a); Mon. Beat the Boss ($35, 6p); Tue. Poker Pizza & 
Pints ($35, 6p); Wed. ($50 w/$20 add-on, 6p); Thurs. Mystery KO ($35, 6p).

Daily Double jackpot; get paid for quads, straight flush and royals; Lighting Strikes & 
Thunder Rumbles jackpots; high hands & Pot Splash (Mon., Tue., Thurs.).

Mon. ($25 w/$20 rebuy, 7p); Tue. KO ($35, 7p); Wed. ($45, 6p); Thurs. ($55, 7p); Fri. 
KO ($35, 6p); Sat. KO ($35, 5p); Sun. Omaha/8 ($35, 5p).

Extra tournament chips (two hours of live play required); call for details.

Mon.-Fri. ($35, 10:30a); Mon. ($110, 7p); Tue. KO ($105, 7p); Wed. & Thurs. ($65, 
7p); Sat. ($40 w/rebuys, noon); June 9 ($215, noon).

$10K bad-beat jackpot; high hands pay $100 every half-hour (24/7); royals pay 
$500 plus a jacket.

Mon.-Fri. ($30, 10:30a); Sat. ($68, 11a); Sun. KO ($68, 11a). $500 for royals; $200 for straight flushes; quad of the day pays $400; high hands 
pay $150 per hour.

WASHINGTON

Mon.-Fri. ($20, 10:30a); Mon. ($40, 7p); Tue. ($75, 7p); Wed. ($50, 7p); Thurs. ($130, 
7p); Sat. ($100, 11a); Sun. ($65, noon) & PLO ($75, 4p).

Aces Cracked; quads or better pays.

Daily at 12:15p & 7p; Mon.-Tue. & Sun. ($22); Wed. ($11 w/rebuys & $33); Thurs. 
Omaha/8 ($22) & $33; Fri. ($22 & $55); Sat. ($27 & $33).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; mini bad-beat jackpot; royal flush bonus.

7 CEDARS CASINO
(360) 683-7777 • 7cedarsresort.com
ANGEL OF THE WINDS CASINO 
(360) 474-9740 • angelofthewinds.com
CLEARWATER CASINO
(360) 598-8700 • clearwatercasino.com
LITTLE CREEK CASINO
(360) 427-7711 • little-creek.com
MUCKLESHOOT CASINO
(253) 804-4444 • muckleshootcasino.com
NORTHERN QUEST CASINO
(509) 242-7000 • northernquest.com
SNOQUALMIE CASINO
(425) 888-1234 • snocasino.com
SWINOMISH CASINO & LODGE
(360) 293-2691 • swinomishcasino.com
TULALIP RESORT CASINO
(360) 716-6000 • tulalipresort.com.com

Mon.-Fri. KO ($40, 10:30a); Wed. ($20 w/$20 rebuy, 7p); Mon. & Thurs. ladies night 
($20, 7p); Sat. KO ($75, 10:30a).

Call for promotions.

WISCONSIN

Fri. ($40, 7p); Sat. ($60, noon); closed on Sundays. See ad on Page 48. Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is aces full of 10s and Omaha is quads; Aces Cracked 
pays up to $150; high hand bonus pays $100 (Sat., 10a-10p); Flush Marathon (Sat.).

Tue. ($55, 1p); Thurs. ($55, 6:30p); Sat. KO ($38, 3p); Sun. ($85, 1p); Bounty event, 
June 2 ($220, noon)..

Call for promotions.

Wed. ($35, 6:45p); Sat. ($60, 2:15p); June 1 ($215, 2:15p); $500 added to all 
Saturday pots.

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em (daily).

HO-CHUNK GAMING AT MADISON
ho-chunkgaming.com • (608) 223-9576 
HO-CHUNK GAMING AT NEKOOSA
(800) 782-4560  • ho-chunkgaming.com  
HO-CHUNK GAMING AT WISCONSIN DELLS
(608) 356-6210  • ho-chunkgaming.com
MENOMINEE CASINO
(715) 799-3600 • menomineecasinoresort.com
POTAWATOMI BINGO CASINO
(414) 645-6888 • paysbig.com

Wednesday ($100 w/$10 add-on, 8p); Sunday ($100 w/$10 add-on, 3p); SNGs on 
Mon. & Thurs. ($55, 10a-10p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

SOUTH DAKOTA
CADILLAC JACK’S
(605) 578-1500 • cadillacjacksresort.com
LODGE AT DEADWOOD
(605) 578-4800 • deadwoodlodge.com
SALOON #10
(605) 578-3346 • saloon10.com
SILVERADO FRANKLIN
(605) 578-3670 • silveradocasino.com

Mon.-Fri. ($12 w/$5 rebuys, 1p); Mon. KO ($40, 7p); Tue. ($12 w/$5 rebuys, 7p); 
Wed. ($46, 7p); Thurs. & Sun. ($22 w/$10 rebuys, 7p); Sat. ($22 w/$10 rebuys, 11a).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; full house or better earn stamps on Pink Card (full Pink 
Card is worth $25 and can be used for a room, food or slots).

Mon.-Fri. ($33-$55, 6:30p) except Thurs. KO ($77); Sat. ($22 w/rebuys, 2p) & ($55, 
8p); Sun. ($110, 2p); last Sun. of month ($220, 3p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; half rake on $2-$10 or lower games; High Society 
Challenge (call for details).

Thurs.-Sun. ($6 w/$10 rebuy & $3 add-on, 10:30a) & ($23 w/$2 add-on, 2p). Bad-beat jackpot; win $1K for quad 10s; win 25% of bad-beat jackpot for aces and 
eights.

Tue. & Thurs. ($88, 6:30p); Sat. ($22, 3p); Sun. ($44 w/$20 add-on, 3p). Call for promotions.

PENNSYLVANIA
Daily ($50-$225); Sun.-Tue. & Thurs. (11:30a, 6:30p); Wed. (noon); Fri. Double Green 
Chip Bounty (11:30a); Sat. (11:30a).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; WSOP satellite seats awarded (call for details).

Mon. ($60, 11:15a); Tue.-Thurs. ($80, 11:15a); Fri.-Sun. ($100, 11:15a); Mon.-Thurs. 
($60, 7:15p); Sun. KO ($100, 7:15p); June 29 ($200, 11:15a).

Progressive bad-beat jackpot; progressive straight flush and royal flush jackpots 
(call for details).

Daily & nightly ($30-$70, 11a & 7:15p); Sat. ($30, 3:15p); Sun. ($95, 11:15a). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; call for daily promotion details.

Call for tournament schedule. High-hand promotion (call for details).

Mon. ($120, 7p); Tue. ($120, 7p); Wed. ($120, noon); Thurs. ($120, 7p); Sat. ($230, 
noon); Sun. ($80, noon).

Call for details.

Daily ($65-$555); Sun.-Fri. (noon & 7p); Sat. (noon). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em (aces full of jacks).

Mon. ($75, 7:30p); Wed. ($50, 7:30p); June 8 ($125, 12:30p); Deep Stack, June 7 & 
21 ($125, 7:30p); Omaha/8, June 13 & 27 ($75, 7:30p); June 29 ($250, 3:30p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; $2K freeroll, June 1 (20 hours minimum to qualify; call 
for details); $100 Splash Pot (Mon.-Wed., 11a-11p every 3/hrs.

HARRAH’S PHILADELPHIA 
(800) 480-8020 • harrahschester.com
HOLLYWOOD PENN NATIONAL
(717) 469-2211 • hcpn.com
MEADOWS CASINO
(724) 503-1200 • meadowsgaming.com
MOHEGAN SUN/POCONO DOWNS
(570) 831-2100 • mohegansunpocono.com
PARX CASINO
(215) 639-9000 • parxcasino.com 
PRESQUE ISLE DOWNS & CASINO
(866) 374-3386 • eriecasino.com 
RIVERS CASINO 
(412) 231-7777 • theriverscasino.com
SANDS CASINO BETHLEHEM
(877) SANDS-77 • sandsbethworks.com

Mon. & Tue. ($100, 11a); Thurs. & Sun. ($100 w/$25 bounties, 7p); Sat. ($200, 11a); 
Andre Reed Charity Tournament, June 22 ($500, 5p). 

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is quads.

OREGON

Mon. ($33, 1p); Wed. ($55, 7:30p); Fri. ($55, 7p); 1st & 3rd Sat. of month PLO ($33, 
2p); 2nd, 4th & 5th Sat. of the month ($33, 2p); Sun.-Tue. (midnight).

Rackback Bucks (call for details).

LOCATION TOURNAMENTS/SPECIAL EVENTS JACKPOTS/PROMOTIONS 
Mon. ($25, 1p); Mon. KO ($55, 6p); Tue. ($25, 1p); Wed. ($45, 1p) & ($30, 6p); Thurs. 
KO ($55, 1p); Fri. ($50, 1p); Sat. ($95, 2p); Sun. ($60, 6p).

High hand pays $100/hour (Sun.).

Events on June 1 & 15 (1:30p); Wed. ($35, 6p); Fri. freeroll (6p). Monte Carlo Board (aces full or better) paid daily; $50 alternating high hands/Aces 
Cracked hourly (Wed., noon-mid.); $50/$100 high hands/half hour (Thurs./Sat.).

CHINOOK WINDS CASINO
(541) 996-5825 • chinookwindscasino.com
ENCORE CLUB
(503) 206-8856 • encoreclub.com 
SEVEN FEATHERS CASINO
(541) 839-1111 • sevenfeathers.com

Mon.-Fri ($25 w/rebuy, noon, 2p & 4p, 10p), ($30 w/rebuy, 6p), ($50-$100, 8p); Sat. 
freeroll (noon); ($10K guar., $90 w/rebuy, 7p); Sun. freeroll (noon).

All weekday tournaments have guaranteed prize pools (see website for details).

SPIRIT MOUNTAIN CASINO
(503) 879-2350 • spiritmountain.com
WILDHORSE RESORT
(541) 278-2274 • wildhorseresort.com

Tue. ($30 w/$25 rebuy & add-on, 6:30p); Thurs. & Sat. ($55, 6:30p); Sun. ($35, 1p). Call for promotions.

Mon. ($30, 10:30a); Tue. stud/8 ($30, 10:30a); Wed. O/8 ($30, 10:30a) & ($25 w/rebuys, 
7p); Thurs. ($30, 10:30a) & ($90, 7p); Fri. ($70, noon) & ($60, 7p); Sat. ($90, noon).

Spin the Wheel (Fri. & Sat.); Sunday Super High Hands; Monte Carlo Payouts 
(Mon.-Thurs.).

* SNG = single-table tournaments; all tournaments are no-limit hold’em unless noted. Poker room managers email roth@anteupmagazine.com
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WITH LIV BOEREE

Liv Boeree is a Team PokerStars pro from Kent, England. In April 2010, Boeree won the 
European Poker Tour in San Remo, banking $1,793,143. She was introduced to poker on a 
whim when she was selected for a reality TV show that aired in 2005. She ranks eighth on 
the women’s all-time money list with $2,254,544 in career winnings. Mike Owens caught up 

with Boeree to discuss her rise in poker and how she keeps her game sharp.

H
How did you get into poker and how long have you been playing profession-

ally? I was on a game show that taught beginners how to play poker. I 
had no idea we were going to be playing poker as they kept it a secret. 
On the show, we were given tips by the Devilfish, Annie Duke and Phil 
Hellmuth. After that, I fell in love with the game and I’ve been playing 
on the circuit for three years now.

How did the sponsorship with PokerStars come about? After I won EPT 
San Remo, they invited me to join Team PokerStars Pro. It’s one of  
my proudest moments and a goal I had been working toward for a 
while.

Now that you’re famous in the poker world, what’s the craziest rumor you’ve 
heard about yourself? Nothing that weird. Although there’s always a lot 
of  random speculation about who I’m dating, which is pretty absurd 
and amusing. 

How do you work on your game and stay sharp? I try to read strategy ar-
ticles online when I can, but I find my best asset is my wonderful group 
of  friends, who also happen to be amazing players. Even if  I’m not 
discussing my own hands, hearing them talk to each about the way 
they approach hands often gives me new ideas of  how to think about 
the game.

What’s your proudest poker accomplishment and why? Winning EPT San 

Remo. I’d always dreamed of  winning a major, I just never thought 
it’d be such a big one as that.

How much has playing with the best in the world helped in the development 
of your game? A huge amount. I’m lucky to be friends with some of  the 
best in the world and talking poker with them always raises the level at 
which you think about the game.

Is there anything about being on the road all the time and traveling you hate? 
I love it. Can’t say I really hate anything. I guess it can get a little tiring 
sometimes, particularly with the boring stuff  like canceled flights, etc. 
But I love it so much, I can’t imagine swapping it for anything.

Who gave you the nickname the “Iron Maiden?” My friend Nick Binger 
came up with it as I approached the final table of  San Remo and had 
just made a really tricky river call. 

What is your advice to women who are looking to play professionally? My 
biggest advice to anyone, male or female, looking to play poker is to 
always keep other interests and options available to you as much as 
possible. Throwing everything to the wind to play poker is very risky, 
as you should always diversify the ways with which you can make a 
living throughout your life. It will also take some of  the pressure off  
you if  you’re going through a bad run, or while you need to take time 
off  to work on your game. S
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SPONSORED BY CHECKRAZE.COM





July 28-Aug. 3
 Hard Rock Punta Cana • Dominican Republic

$1,100 Main Event • Winner featured on cover of Ante Up
15 Great Tournaments • Buy-ins as low as $115

Cash Games and More • Caribbean’s most luxurious casino  
Great Hotel Rates • Everything included, plus resort credit

anteupmagazine.com/worldchampionship

Questions?
Scott Long
727.331.4335

Scott@anteupmagazine.com

VERY FEW ROOMS 
LEFT AT OUR 

DISCOUNTED RATE!


