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Imagine you’re playing a tournament in one casino and toss 
in a single, oversized chip and it’s ruled a call. The next week, 
you’re playing in a different casino and toss that same single, 
oversized chip in the pot and it’s ruled a raise.

That’s why the work of  the Poker Tournament Directors As-
sociation is so important. The Poker TDA has created a list of  
uniform rules used in most casinos these days, so players don’t 
have to worry about learning a new set of  rules every time they 
visit a poker room. 

The Poker TDA gathers every two years to discuss and vote 
on rule additions, deletions and changes. On June 30-July 1, 
hundreds of  poker room managers and tournament directors 
from around the world will meet at the Aria in Las Vegas. For 
a second time, Ante Up Poker Media is a proud sponsor of  this 
incredibly important summit. 

Aside from the necessary work the TDA does, here are few 
other reasons all poker players should support the work the or-
ganization does:

The rules are available to all players for free on the organi-
zation’s website at pokertda.com or by downloading its app for 
Android or Apple devices. 

The summit is also free to tournament directors of  any kind. 
Even if  you operate a free poker league, you can become a 
member, attend the summit and participate in the discussion.

Some of  the best tournament director minds in the world 
lead it. The organization was created in 2001 by Matt Savage, 
Jan Fisher, Linda Johnson and David Lamb. Savage, who is Executive 
Tour Director for the World Poker Tour, has been the public 
face of  the organization and always is quick to answer player 
questions via Facebook or Twitter. Fisher, Johnson and Lamb 
this year are stepping away from day-to-day operations but will 
continue as honorary board members. Lloyd Fontillas, executive 
tournament director for the Asian Poker Tour, joins a board 
that already had global reach. 

Please support the TDA and its rules, and we’ll see you at 
the tables.

— Christopher Cosenza and Scott Long
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For the players

By Scott Long

The Ante Up World Championship has grown into a 
signature event over the past several years and one 
thing continues to help the event stand out: Thun-
der Valley Casino Resort’s commitment to making 

this a series accessible to all players.
“The series is designed to offer an event for every player,” 

Thunder Valley director of  poker operations 
Ben Erwin said of  the series that runs July 20-
Aug. 6 at the resort near Sacramento, Calif. 
“Our multiday events are no different. The ex-
perience of  making it to the end of  a Day 1 
and bagging your chips, then returning to play 
for big money is exciting. The range of  buy-
ins from $160 to $1,650 and guarantees from 
$100,000 to $500,000 allow everyone to have that experience.”

This year, the series boasts three multiday events, not count-
ing the main event, allowing players of  all bankrolls a chance to 
bag-and-tag like big-time pros, while at the same time making 
the events attractive to more seasoned players by ensuring large 
fields and big guarantees. And furthering the goal of  accessi-
bility, as well as bucking nationwide trends, the series features 
more than 20 satellites.

“Over the last couple of  years, we have been pushing up the 
number of  guaranteed seats in the satellites and seeing a tre-
mendous response,” Erwin said. “The popularity of  the event 
is the most important factor in deciding how big the satellite 
seat guarantee can be. The $500,000 Ante Up World Cham-
pionship has developed into an event that players want to be 
part of  and that allows us to offer some of  the biggest satellite 
guarantees.”

And it’s always the main event, which this 
year runs Aug. 4-6, that is the big draw. The 
format has been tinkered with each year to 
provide a true, championship experience at a 
$1,650 price point, and Erwin likes how it looks 
for 2017.

 “The combination of  the $500,000 guar-
antee, two flights and finishing on Sunday last 

year received nothing put positive feedback,” Erwin said. “This 
year, the championship will play exactly the same.”

Mixed games and variations to standard Hold’em tour-
naments have always had a place at Thunder Valley and in 
the Ante Up World Championship, and this year Omaha, 
HORSE and PLO are on the schedule. The popular Head-to-
Head Championship returns, as well, and new will be the $160 
Change Up, which starts as a full-table tournament, turns into a

C: 19 
M: 100
Y: 100
K: 10

C: 25 
M: 44
Y: 84
K: 4

C: 42 
M: 84
Y: 74
K: 64

C: 0 
M: 0
Y: 0
K: 100

WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP

The Ante Up World Championship, which is July 20-Aug. 6 and has $1M-plus in guarantees, 
returns to the Northern California resort for the fourth straight year and has something for all.
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a six-handed shootout when 24 players are left and finishes 
with a four-player heads-up bracket.  

“For us, it’s what makes this a championship series,” Er-
win said. “The mix of  games is a draw and appreciated by 
those who attend. The $400 Head-to-Head Championship 
is definitely the most talked about and a great fit the day be-
fore the main event. The newest event we have is the Change 
Up. As it says on the structure, ‘It’s a whole new ballgame!’ ”

Erwin and his staff  also have helped grow the series with 
extra touches that players appreciate, whether it’s breakfast 
served before the Head-to-Head Championship, a cham-
pionship reception with food and wine for Ante Up Poker 
Tour winners from around the country to the Player of  the 
Series race, which debuted last year. 

“Once again, the Player of  the Series will receive a com-
plimentary $1,650 main-event entry,” Erwin said. “Last 
year, it created quite a buzz with about 10 players in conten-
tion going into the final points event. The Head-to-Head 
Championship offered a race that came down to the wire 
between Matt Boddorf and the eventual series points champ, 
Dalton Still.”

Thunder Valley Casino Resort continues to be an unpar-
allelled host for the Ante Up World Championship, with its 
proximity to San Francisco Bay Area players as well as those 
from Reno, and AAA Four Diamond luxury throughout the 
resort that makes it an attractive event to traveling players. 
Thunder Valley features a Las Vegas-style casino, 300 over-
sized and well-appointed guest rooms, a spa with compli-
mentary steam room and sauna access for hotel guests, and 
a wide variety of  restaurants, bars and entertainment ven-
ues, including the signature High Steaks Steakhouse, to keep 
players entertained when away from the poker table.

“It’s truly been an amazing journey with Ante Up as our 
partner from the beginning in 2012,” Erwin said. “Ante Up 
has always been a staple on our tour schedule and now we 
are on the eve of  hosting their championship for the fourth 
consecutive year. It’s great to look back and see what we have 
done, but really looking forward to what is to come.” S

Continued from previous page

Schedule
Events are NLHE unless noted.
July 20, 5 p.m., EVENT 1, DAY 1A: $160 Catapult ($100K guar.)
July 21, 11 a.m., EVENT 1, DAY 1B
July 21, 5 p.m., EVENT 1, DAY 1C
July 22, 9 a.m., EVENT 1, DAY 1D
July 22, 5 p.m., EVENT 1, DAY 1E
July 23, 1 p.m., EVENT 1, DAY 2
July 23, 7 p.m., EVENT 2: $160 Knockout ($50 bounties)
July 24, 11 a.m., EVENT 3: $125 no antes ($7,500 guar.)
July 24, 5 p.m., EVENT 4: $125 ($10K guar.)
July 25, 11 a.m., EVENT 5: $140 Bankroll Builder
July 25, 5 p.m., EVENT 6: $160 Change Up ($10K guar.)
July 26, 11 a.m., EVENT 7: $160 Escalator ($7,500 guar.)
July 26, 5 p.m., EVENT 8: $160 Omaha/8 ($10K guar.)
July 27, 5 p.m., EVENT 9, DAY 1A: $455 Monolith ($250K guar.)
July 28, 11 a.m., EVENT 9, DAY 1B
July 28, 5 p.m., EVENT 9, DAY 1C
July 29, 11 a.m., EVENT 9, DAY 1D
July 30, 11 a.m., EVENT 9, DAY 2
July 30, 7 p.m., EVENT 10: $160 Knockout ($50 bounties)
July 31, 11 a.m., EVENT 11: $160 HORSE ($5K guar.)
July 31, 5 p.m., EVENT 12, DAY 1A: $260 Action 8 ($100K guar.)
Aug. 1, 11 a.m., EVENT 12, DAY 1B
Aug. 1, 5 p.m., EVENT 12, DAY 1C
Aug. 2, 11 a.m., EVENT 13: $160 PLO/8 (two free buys included)
Aug. 2, 5 p.m., EVENT 12, DAY 2
Aug. 3, 11 a.m., EVENT 14: $400 Head-to-Head Championship
Aug. 4, 11 a.m., MAIN EVENT, DAY 1A: $1,650 ($500K guar.)
Aug. 5, 11 a.m., MAIN EVENT, DAY 1B
Aug. 6, 11 a.m., EVENT 16: $160 ($10K guar.)
Aug. 6, noon, MAIN EVENT, DAY 2
Aug. 6, 2 p.m., EVENT 17: $125 Seniors Championship
Aug. 6, 7 p.m., EVENT 18: $160 Knockout ($50 bounties)

Thunder Valley 
features 300 

oversized and 
well-appointed 

guest rooms.

Thunder Valley’s Ben Erwin
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The WPT500 debut at the Gardens Casino drew a huge 
crowd of  3,266 entries to the $565 main event, which grew 

the prize pool to $1.63M, easily surpassing the $1M guarantee. 
Peter Hengsakul began the final table with the lead, but it was 

first-time World Poker Tour player Dong Le defeating Owen Crowe 
in heads-up play to capture the title.

Le, a real-estate broker for 20 years from Boston, entered 
the final table third in chips, but quickly asserted himself  as the 
table captain. 

Le’s aggression was paramount and it was the key factor in 
what allowed him to come out on top. This was the biggest 
score of  his career ($224,500). Rounding out the final nine were 
Crowe ($130K), Hengsakul ($100K), Richard Tae Kim ($81K), Ilya 
Shpiner ($65K), Deepinder Singh ($49K), Mike Eskandari ($36K), 
Alex Fayneshteyn ($28K) and Greg Roberts ($21K).

PALA CASINO: Peter Nguyen of  San Marcos won the River Card 
tournament May 14 for $4,513 and John Cover of  La Quinta 
won $2,659 for second.

On the final hand, Nguyen was dealt pocket threes and Cov-
er had A-2. Ngyuyen’s set of  3s topped Cover’s pair of  aces 
when both went all-in on the flop. Cover got no help on the 
turn or river and Nguyen prevailed.

The event had 124 players vying for the $17,960 prize pool 
and 13 finalists cashed. Rounding out the top 10 were Craig Fouts 
of  Carlsbad ($1,773), Tom Jones of  Escondido ($1,289), Linn Hol-
land of  Escondido ($1,168), Matthew Goddard of  Carlsbad ($968), 
Gary Karner of  Laguna Woods ($846), Tim Anders of  Las Vegas 
($688), Bradford Lawn of  San Diego ($604) and Steven Potashnick 
of  San Diego ($483).

WSOP NEWS: Several SoCal players had some early success. 
Taylor Paur of  San Diego took 10th in Event 3 ($3K shootout) 

LE WINS WPT500 AT GARDENS IN SOCAL

GARRETT ROTH 
NORCAL

roth@anteupmagazine.com

KITTIE ALEMAN 
SOCAL

anteupkittie@gmail.com

ROB SOLOMON 
LAS VEGAS

rob@allvegaspoker.com

JAY ZEMAN 
 PACIFIC NW

anteupjay@gmail.com

West Ambassadors

 
Meet Kelly Winterhalter 

Kelly Winterhalter is a Bay Area player 
who cashed in four World Series of  
Poker events last year and is looking to 
make a name for herself  in poker.

What’s your favorite element of poker? 
Intuition, that unspeakable tickle you get 

when you just feel something. 
Whether it’s your gut, subconscious mind or a sixth-

sense, it’s a powerful force. Honing intuition takes a ton of  
practice. 

What is your biggest success in the game? Crossing the black 
line (becoming profitable). It has been the result of  count-
less hours of  hard work, focus, dedication and a genuine 
love for the game. 

Long-term profitability didn’t come easy. I had to learn 
a lot about myself  and many of  those lessons were learned 
the hard way. 

Ultimately, I gained a new set of  skills that allow me to 
do something I love for money. I get to travel and continue 
to learn this endlessly fascinating game. 

Where do you see poker  in five years? I think it’s important 
as an industry that we focus on creating poker content 
that is fast-paced and highly entertaining to watch, choos-
ing role models that represent poker in a respectful and 
intellectual manner, continuing to invent creative tourna-
ment formats with huge guarantees such as the Colossus 
and Millionaire Maker, and being friendly to new players 
coming into the game so we lower the intimidation barrier, 
especially for women. 

If  we can do all that, I think live poker will continue to 
grow. — Garrett Roth

for $14,675. It was Paur’s 34th career cash at the WSOP and 
he has one bracelet from 2013. His career WSOP earnings are 
$1.23M. 

Taking down eighth in the same event, also from San Diego, 
was Mark McMillin, earning his biggest career cash ($24,410).

Event 4 also saw two SoCal players in the top 10. Gary Vick 
of  Northridge earned his first cash with a fifth-place spot for 
$53,171. Alex Ferrari scored his fifth WSOP payday, coming in 
third for $103,471, his largest career payout. 

BICYCLE HOTEL AND CASINO: The WPT Legends of  Poker runs 
Aug. 22-29 and has $5M in guarantees. 

PHILIP CHOW 
 RENO

anteupphilip@gmail.com

Dong Le earned $224K.





DECK CHAMPIONSHIP 
JULY 8 AT ELK VALLEY
The fourth annual Deck Championship, which sports a 

$10K guarantee, will be July 8 at 4 p.m. at the Elk Valley 
Casino in Crescent City, Calif.

The $160 tournament gets you 5K chips and a $10 optional 
dealer add-on will get you 2,500 more. 

The winner of  the event will earn a silver bracelet worth 
$500 and re-entry is allowed until Level 4.

For more information, see the ad on this page or go to the 
poker room’s website at elkvalleycasino.com.

STONES GAMBLING HALL: The Citrus Heights poker room has a 
unique promotion called Million Dollar Limit Hold’em, which 
runs until Aug. 12 (See the ad at right). Players earn tickets by 
playing limit and making full house or better. Nine players will 
be drawn to play in a one-table limit tournament Aug. 12. 

Players who finish fifth-ninth can win $2K while the top four 
players draw five mystery envelopes, which contain 10s, jacks, 
queens, kings and aces in all four suits. 

They will be paid based upon their draw where anything be-
low a straight pays $3K, a straight pays $5K, a full house pays 
$10K, quads pay $25K and a royal flush pays $1M. This event 
will be on Stones Live at Twitch.com.

LIVERMORE CASINO: A couple of  special tournaments run this 
month and are known for great turnouts. 

On the third Saturday of  the month is a $175 re-entry event 
where $2K is guaranteed for first. 

On the last night of  the month, Livermore hosts a $120 
bounty tournament with $1K guaranteed to first. 

Other promotions include a mega jackpot, which can pay 
$100K, Aces Cracked, Royal Flush Bonus and $100 high hands. 

NAPA VALLEY CASINO: If  you’re in wine country, this American 
Canyon poker room is the spot to go for big promotions. 

It has numerous jackpots, including a $50K Monster Bad 
Beat, where players must have quad eights or better beaten. 

Napa Valley Casino also has a $3K Easy Bad Beat Jackpot in 
hold’em, where the minimum hand is aces full of  10s or better 
beaten by quads. 

The final jackpot is a $3K Omaha/8 bad beat, where quad 
10s is the qualifier. 

OAKS CARD CLUB: In Emeryville, a variety of  tournaments run 
throughout the week. 

Monday’s tournament is a $150 bounty event at 6:15 p.m. 
with $20 bounties. 

Wednesday is a $185 event. The weekend events are Satur-
day at 11 a.m. ($130) and Sunday at 1 p.m. ($235). 

All of  these tournaments are point qualifiers for the Player 
of  the Year event. Oaks also has bad-beat jackpots in hold’em, 
stud and Omaha/8.

THUNDER VALLEY CASINO RESORT: In case you missed it, the Lin-
coln, Calif., property is hosting the Ante Up World Champion-
ship with $1M in guarantees July 20-Aug. 6. The preview is on 
Pages 8-9.

WEST: NORTHERN CALIFORNIA
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The next Venetian Deep Stack Extravaganza runs Aug. 31-

Sept. 24. Among the highlights is the $1,100 superstack 
event that has two starting flights beginning Sept. 15. Players 
start with 20K chips and play 40-minute levels. The guarantee 
is $200K.

Another event with a $200K guarantee is the $800 eight-
max that starts Sept. 1. The starting stack is 15K and has 
40-minute levels.  

The $340 doublestack event, which has a $100K guarantee, 
offers two starting flights beginning Sept. 12. The starting stack 
is 25K and levels run 40 minutes.

Players with tighter bankrolls should check out the $250 
event Sept. 19. With five starting flights, it has a $250K prize 
pool. Players start with 15K chips and play 30-minute levels to 
start, progressing to 40 minutes on Day 2. A similar tourna-
ment with three starting flights and a $125K guarantee starts 
Sept. 7.

Omaha/8 players will enjoy the $250 O/8 event Aug. 31, 
starting with 10K chips and play 30-minute levels. The prize 
pool guarantee is $7K.

The series has 42 events and guaranteed prize pools exceed 
$1.4M.

In other news, a deal was reached at the final table of  the 
main event of  Venetian’s May Weekend Extravaganza, result-
ing in Australia’s Rajkumar Ramakrishnan and Las Vegas’ Stephen 
Ma each taking home $20K-plus. Carl Grounds of  Las Vegas left 
with $18K-plus, while Christopher Busch of  Colorado grabbed 
$17K and Mark Cannon from Southern California earned $16K. 
This $340 doublestack had more than 620 entrants, resulting in 
a prize pool of  $176K, easily surpassing the $100K guarantee.

SOUTH POINT HOTEL AND CASINO: July 1-31 is the qualifying pe-
riod for the poker room’s $10K player-appreciation freeroll, 
which will be Aug. 8. The top 50 players with the most hours 
played will qualify with $4K being paid to the winner of  the 
tournament. Payouts, rules and more info is available in the ad 
on Page 11.

HARRAH’S: The room hosts a Ladies Warm-up event July 6. 
The $240 tournament offers a $7K first-place prize package 
that includes a cash prize, a day of  training from the WSOP 
School of  Poker, sunglasses, headphones and a bracelet. The 
event runs at 10 a.m. and starts with 20K chips and 20-minute 
levels. A $10 add-on gets 5K more.

ARIA: Christoph Vogelsang took home the $6M first-place prize 
for winning the Super High Roller Bowl on June 1. Jake Schlinder 
came away with $3.6M as runner-up. The event was limited 
to 56 players, each paying $300K to compete for the $16.8M 
prize pool. The tournament welcomed actor-comedian Kevin 
Hart as the special celebrity player and he played admirably, 
knocking out Phil Hellmuth and Fedor Holz on consecutive days. 
He fell short of  cashing, though.

Aria hosted a number of  high rollers leading up to its Aria 
Classic. The two-day, $100K event in late May was settled with 
a three-way deal. Christian Christner of  Germany won $1.4M, 
Steffan Sontheimer of  Germany won $1.2M and Benjamin Toller-
ene of  Texas took home $1M. The total prize pool was $5.2M 

and there were 54 players.
MANDALAY BAY: The revised tournament schedule offers three 

$65 tournaments a day, at 11 a.m., 3 p.m. and 10 p.m. Players 
start with 10K chips and have 15-minute levels.   

The main cash game is $1-$2 NLHE with a $100-$300 min-
max buy-in. Another option is a $1-$3 game with a $1K max 
buy-in and a mandatory button straddle. There’s also a $2-$5 
game with a $200-$2.5K min-max.

Aces and Kings Cracked is one of  the promos. Players who 
lose with pocket aces win the size of  the pot ($150 max). Play-
ers losing with pocket kings win the size of  the pot ($75 max). 
The pot must be a minimum of  $20 to qualify. This promotion 
runs Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays from noon to 3 p.m. 
and daily 6-9 p.m.

Rolling High Hands runs at specific time periods during the 
week and there are three specific prize pools, all starting at $100 
and progressing until it is won. The minimum hand to qualify 
is jacks full or better.

There are high hands, too: $100 for quads, $200 for straight 
flushes and $400 for royals.

STRATOSPHERE: The poker room at the north end of  the Strip 
offers two versions of  its daily 7 p.m. tournament. Every night 
except Mondays and Wednes-
days, the buy-in is $50 for 4,500 
chips. There’s an optional $20 
add-on for 6K chips. The levels 
are 20 minutes.

Mondays and Wednesdays 
offer a similar tournament at 
$70 with $20 bounties. The 
starting stack is 6K and has a 
$20 add-on for 6K chips.

The room offers its popular 
Stratstack tournament peri-
odically on Saturdays at noon, 
usually twice a month.  It has a 
$110 buy-in, 30-minute levels 
and a 20K stack.

All tournaments offer players 
free pizza during the first break.

The regular cash game run-
ning is $1-$2 NLHE, with a $50-$300 min-max. There are 
high hands, which pay double when flopped between 11 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. The $50 High Hand of  the Hour runs three times 
a day (11 a.m. to noon, 2-3 p.m. and 7-8 p.m.). Aces Cracked 
pays $50.

CAESARS PALACE:  Jake Revelle is the new poker room manager. 
He moved over from Bally’s, where he was manager for several 
years. Before that, he managed poker rooms at Harrah’s, Fla-
mingo and the Quad.

BALLY’S: Chris Gawlik takes over for Revelle. He had been run-
ning Planet Hollywood’s poker room for more than five years 
and will manage both rooms now.

LUXOR: The poker room closed in June.
— Check out Rob Solomon’s blog at robvegaspoker.blogspot.com.





The Silver Legacy poker room has opened in Reno, though 
a grand-opening celebration will be this month with $20K 

giveaways, so call the room for details. Canter’s Deli also just 
opened next to the poker room.

PEPPERMILL CASINO RESORT: Double high hands are Tuesdays 
and Wednesdays from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. Each hour the best 
hand in hold’em will be worth $200 and $100 for Omaha.

NUGGET: The poker room offers a practice $12 buy-in for 
beginners, getting 700 in tournament chips on Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays at 6 p.m.

ATLANTIS CASINO: Cash-game players enjoy discounted meals. 
Players can view the current waitlist and type of  games in the 
poker room by visiting atlantiscasino.com. 

GRAND SIERRA RESORT CASINO: The first Sunday event at 11 a.m. 
has a $5K guarantee for $100 and 5K chips. A $10 add-on gets 
you 5K more and rebuys are allowed through Level 3. 

Pacific Northwest
WSOP NEWS: Christopher Gallagher of  Portland took sixth in 

Event 1, the employee tournament that kicks off  the World Se-
ries of  Poker at the Rio in Las Vegas each year.

MEDFORD SOCIAL CLUB: The 10-week $80 buy-in qualification 
tournaments completed in early May and the 10 winners re-
convened May 14 for the championship with a World Series of  
Poker package ($10K main-event seat and $1,500 for expenses) 
on the line. 

The winner was Bela Keenan of  Ashland, Ore. He’s only been 
playing a couple of  years so if  he cashes, it will be his first Hen-
don Mob-recorded cash. The other nine players will be rooting 
for him as they each get 2 percent of  the winner’s cash at the 
WSOP.

The series was such a success, the club repeated in in June, 
after Ante Up went to press, so Medford sent two players to the 
main event.

The Medford (Ore.) Social Club is the largest of  the state’s 
social-gaming clubs and is south of  Portland with six poker 
tables. 

To conform to Oregon regulations, there’s no rake for cash 
games or house fees on tournaments and the dealers are paid 
solely from tips. There’s a daily $10 fee to join the club.

LEGAL: In a related matter, on May 31, the Oregon Senate 
tabled discussion on the House-passed bill HB 2190 that would 
have clarified Oregon’s rules on social gaming in a way that 
probably would have doomed the non-tribal for-profit poker 
clubs. 

There probably won’t be a bill passed until next year, giving 
the Portland clubs and players time to clarify the issues with 
regulators and legislators.

WILDHORSE RESORT CASINO: The popular Summer Round-Up 
runs July 19-23 and will have $15K added across seven tourna-
ments, including $5K added to the $340 main event July 22. S
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Ante Up’s WSOP Player of the Year 
Michael Mizrachi wins his first bracelet, 

and he’s not done yet . . .
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+

. . . Grinder joins fellow Floridians John Dolan  & John Racener at November Nine final table.
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RENO’S SILVER LEGACY 
OPENS ITS POKER ROOM
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Southwest Ambassadors

SO MANY EVENTS AT TSR IN ARIZ.
Talking Stick Resort has hosted a bunch of  events and 

the results are here. A recent Big Stack event saw an 11-
way chop as Yang Liu, Tieu Le, Jeffrey Puskar, Anthony Moffs, Arash 
Houshmand-Parsi, Jeffrey DeWitt, Philip Seplow, Kevin Pruett, Matthew 
Diethelm, Allen Hersh and Edward Brogdon each received $5,214. 

Also, a bounty tournament saw the final 17 players (Edward 
Clark, Miles Bassik, Sean Farida, Phillip Marcus, Matthew Homolka, Jon-
athan Roeder, Allan Smith, Michael Gambony, Daniel Hartzog, Edward 
Brogdon, John Kilbourn, Alfredo Kniazzeh III, Richard White, Vincent 
Smith, Steven Jones, Brandon Conrad and Jarret McMillaneach) take 
home $1,414 each. 

The May 20 $500 Big Stack had 183 players and the top 
five each cashed for $9,266. This included Anthony Moffs, Angela 
Conwell, Loc Truong, Shane Giese and Gregory Porter. Patrick Colceri, 
Jeanette Mendez, Craig Gacom and David Drew each got $4,749 for 
Places 6-9 and Shawn Luttrell rounded out the final table and 
scored $1,944. The $160 End of  the Month tourney had 506 
runners and Michelle Heede captured the title and $4,500.

Here’s what is coming up: The point challenge Summer Di-
visional Championship will be July 23 at 11:15 a.m. Players 
must have two final tables in qualifying tournaments between 
March 26-July 15. 

The guaranteed prize pool is $40K. Also, Arizona State 
Poker Championship seats go on sale July 1 with $140 satel-
lites also scheduled July 2, 9, 16 and 30.

HON-DAH RESORT CASINO: The fantastic Poker for Paws tourna-
ment was May 20, raising money, food and 

necessities for the Humane Society of  the 
White Mountains. The $7,470 prize pool 
went to the top-three spots: Chuck Bingham 
(first, $2,240), Son Nguyen (second, $1,870) 
and Dale Packard (third, $1,495). Hon-

Dah’s staff  thanked all 44 participants for 
their participation and donations.

The Float Your Boat promotion runs all month. Earn cash 
for full houses and a final drawing for all shark-card winners 
during Shark Week can win $1K each.

VEE QUIVA HOTEL & CASINO: Summer satellites run Fridays and 
Saturdays until Sept. 22. These events will have a $50 buy-in 
for 4K chips. A $10 dealer-appreciation add-on is good for 3K 
more chips. 

For every $285 collected, one player will gain entry into the 
End of  Summer $20K guaranteed tournament Sept. 23. 

There also will be a Fantastic Fridays high-hand promotion 

  
Meet Meredith Denoncourt 

Want to write?
If you would like 
to sign up to be an 
Ambassador, go to 
anteupmagazine.
com/ambassadors

July 7 and 28 as two $100 high hands will be paid every half-
hour from noon to midnight.

WILD HORSE PASS HOTEL & CASINO: The Super Bonus high-hand 
promotion runs July 1, 2 and 22. Please check 
with the poker room for details.

HARRAH’S AK-CHIN: Brian Perzinski recently 
won the $10K World Series of  Poker Main 
Event seat. After two preliminary rounds, 
he bested the final 40 players to earn $500 
and the seat.

From late February 2012’s opening night 
of  the five-table poker room at the Kan-

sas Star Casino’s temporary facility, 
Meredith Denoncourt has been a fixture. 
Starting as a floor manager, a couple of  
years later she was promoted, a move 

that was popular among regulars, to 
poker room manager of  the then-13-table 

permanent room. 
You’ve been here since Day 1. What do you like the most about 

what you do? The people. I enjoy the atmosphere. It’s a 
male-dominated environment and I enjoy being one of  the 
few women in that environment. I’ve made a lot of  friends.

Have there been benefits to the room moving across the casino 
in late 2015 and reducing to eight tables? The move closer to a 
table-games area near the casino exit of  the facility’s event 
center has brought more walk-by traffic and attracted new 
players. I’ve frequently heard people say they didn’t know 
there was a poker room. The room is partially enclosed like 
the old location but has less smoke from surrounding areas. 

You’ve been having some playing success as well. I have. I re-
cently cashed in RunGoodGear.com series event and a 
Poker Night in America event at Choctaw Casino in Du-
rant, Okla. 

Looking ahead, what do you hope to accomplish? I definitely 
want to play more tournaments in the area. I would also 
like to add another table to the poker room. There is plenty 
of  space to add one. At some point, I would like to host a 
touring series stop. We have on-site hotel facilities and the 
casino is in a good location just a few minutes south of  
Wichita. — Robert Kelly





The Golden Gates Spring Colorado Poker Championship 
in Black Hawk, Colo., concluded at the end of  May and 

the $1,100 main event drew 241 entries. 
Richard Mijares won the title for $40,684. Andrew Peragallo was 

second ($31K), John Graham took third ($30K), Edward Konar-
ske was fourth ($29K), Ryan Van Sanford was fifth ($12,857) and 
Brad Gordon was sixth ($10,520).

The $2,500 High Roller had 35 players as Griffin Malatino 
took first ($24,275), David Olson was second ($21,807), Greg Geller 
earned third ($20,163) and Danny Gonzales took fourth ($16,005). 

In other Black Hawk news, the descending bad beat contin-
ues to be a hot promotion at Ameristar. 

Requirements go down once a day and the pool includes the 
total drop for each day. The average winning hand has been 
aces full of  fours beaten for around $150K, which is split be-
tween the winner, loser and table. 

This promotion is 24-7. High Hands are awarded $200 
per hour 24-7. Reduced room rates for four hours’ play are 
$99 Sunday-Thursday and $179 Friday and Saturday.

RESERVE CASINO: The poker room closed.
CRIPPLE CREEK: At Midnight Rose, all standard promotions 

are in play this summer: mini bad beat (aces full of  10s), 
monthly Ultimate High Hand hourly awards, Four Flush-
es (Sunday-Wednesday, 10 a.m.-7 p.m. and 7 p.m. until 2 a.m.) 
and Throwback Thursdays. The $5-$10 stud/8 game has been 
well-attended. 

Also, on Thursday nights at 6, compete for the 10-ounce Sil-
ver Eagles for high hands. Deepstack tournaments are every 
Friday at 4 p.m. and every Sunday at 2 p.m. Earn a free room 
with four hours’ play Monday-Thursday and a reduced rate 
on weekends. There’s a refund for bus money from Colorado 
Springs or Pueblo at $5 per hour played.

Oklahoma-Kansas-Missouri
KANSAS STAR CASINO: The eight-table room, which regularly 

spreads $1-$3 NLHE and $1-$2 PLO-PLO/8, offers 50 cents 
an hour in comps and the tables are 10-handed. The room’s 
next freeroll for qualifiers is July 8. The next quarterly qualifica-
tion period begins July 1. Call the room for details.

HARRAH’S NORTH KANSAS CITY: On a recent Saturday night, 
about half  of  the 13, 10-handed tables were running, all 
spreading $1-$2 NLHE. 

The only completely enclosed room in the Kansas City area, 
the quiet riffling of  chips easily dominates the air. 

The room offers a small cooler and a table stocked with half  
sandwiches, candy bars, yogurt, chips and other snacks at $1-$3 
a pop. It offers 75 cents an hour in comps. An ongoing high-
hand promotion awards money for straight and royal flushes. 
July 17 will be the last $320 World Series of  Poker qualifier. It 
starts at 10 am.

CHOCTAW CASINO DURANT: The WSOPC will be here twice dur-
ing the 2017-18 schedule: Nov. 2-13 and Jan. 4-15. But more 
immediately, the poker room hosts the World Poker Tour’s 
38-event Festival of  Poker series July 20-Aug. 8. The series 

kicks off  with the $350 Monster Stack with a $1M guarantee. 
With buy-ins from $125 to $560, the Festival is not just offering 
NLHE. Congress, PLO and Omaha/8 make appearances, too. 
Other featured events are a $125 buy-in $200K guarantee and 
the $3,700 televised main event. Call 1-888-652-4628 and use 
code WPT17 to lock in $99 room rates.

HARD ROCK TULSA: The WSOPC returns here March 15-26. 
It recently hosted the Route 66 Open but wasn’t over at press 
time, so results will be available next issue.

COMANCHE RED RIVER CASINO: The poker room spreads $1-$2 
NLHE with the occasional $1-$3 on its three 10-handed tables. 
A $1-$1 NLHE beginner game is offered, too. Sundays offer a 
$50 tournament. As for promotions, $50 and $100 splash pots 
are offered on different dates and times. Calendars showing 
current promotions events are available.

COMANCHE NATION CASINO: NLHE and PLO spread regularly on 
these four nine-handed tables with the occasional $1-$1 NLHE 
beginners game. Bad-beat promotions are offered for both 
games and $50 splash pots happen on different dates and times.

DOWNSTREAM CASINO: The room’s tournament schedule runs 
Wednesdays and Fridays through Sundays. 

Several are added-money events including 50-plus seniors, 
knockout and crazy pineapple. 

Sign up for tournaments 30 minutes in advance to gain extra 
chips. July 1 is a $10K freeroll for June qualifiers (40 hours of  
monthly play qualifies players for the monthly freerolls). 

Not too far off  is the return of  the WPT DeepStacks series 
Sept. 15-26. It features primarily NLHE events with a PLO and 
satellites into the $1,100 main event with a $200K guarantee.

INDIGO SKY CASINO: This eight-table room is open every day 
except Mondays. This room’s tournament schedule is arguably 
the most creative and interesting in the area. 

Off-track horse betting is available in the room, too. Tour-
naments with $20-$80 buy-ins are regularly offered, including 
seniors, crazy pineapple, deuces wild, Omaha and progressive 
mystery bounty. 

CHEROKEE CASINO WEST SILOAM SPRINGS: The Cherokee Poker 
Classic ran May 12-21. Event winners were Ricky Gebhart ($20K 
guarantee, $4,800), Jaime Rollins ($1K added, $2,715) and Cody 
Cunningham ($50K guarantee, $11,943).

HOLLYWOOD CASINO KANSAS SPEEDWAY: Players who put in 
enough hours during the May 1-June 30 Paid to Play promo-
tion can collect their payouts July 8. This also is the date for 
qualifiers to compete in a $25K freeroll. First place pays $7K 
with 18 places being paid. This freeroll supersedes the new 
double green chip ($50) bounty tournament that is scheduled 
to run every Saturday.  

Texas
EL PASO: The sixth annual El Paso County Fair hold’em tour-

ney is a $500 freeroll July 17 at the El Paso County Fairgrounds. 
Registration, limited to the first 70 players, begins at 5:30 p.m. 
and the tournament is 6:30. First place pays $300. For more 
info, call 719-520-6996. S
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The Inn of  the Mountain Gods poker room hosts qualifying 
every week this month for its $100K tournament, which 

will be Aug. 5-6. There will be satellites for the event, too, run-
ning Aug. 3-4. See the ad at left for more info.

The Test Your Might Poker Tournament was ending at press 
time so look for results in a future issue to see who won the 
guaranteed $20K first-prize payout. 

In the meantime, experience some of  the best live-action 
hold’em in the state. Each Friday is a $120 event at 6 p.m. and 
every Sunday at 2 p.m. you can play a $75 tournament. Earn 
bonus chips by playing cash games before each tournament.

BUFFALO THUNDER RESORT: The poker room in Santa Fe hosts a 
$10K guarantee on July 15 at 1 p.m.

The $225 buy-in gets you 15K chips, two $10 food vouchers 
and you’ll be eligible for special room rates on July 14-15. Call 
the poker room for details and advance credit-card registration 
at 505-819-2243.

It’s hosting ongoing big monthly events, too, with the $150 
Last Saturday of  the Month tournament starting at 1 p.m. If  
you find yourself  sitting on the rail early, you can join the con-
solation tournament that starts at 6:30 p.m.

ROUTE 66 CASINO: Consistency is key here, as the weekly tour-
nament schedule remains the same for most of  the year. Most 
days, it’s NLHE, with the occasional pineapple tournament 
on Wednesdays. In addition, you can join the Player of  the 
Year promotion where you can earn big bucks for finishing in 
the top five for the year. For a complete listing visit the website 
or our Where to Play section in this magazine.

SANDIA CASINO RESORT: Widely regarded as New Mexico’s best 
poker room, Sandia has the most action, the biggest games and 
the most jackpot payouts. Join in regular weekly tournaments, 
with Sunday hosting a $50 buy-in at noon and a $45 buy-in at 
5 p.m. On Mondays, you can participate in the Sprint Tourna-
ment for $50. Or at 7 p.m. every Tuesday and Thursday, you 
can play a bounty tournament for $75. 

If  you’re looking for something a bit more fun, there’s the 
$60 Wacky Wednesdays series, where each week’s tournament 
features, among others, stud, Big O/8, Ladies Night, pineap-
ple, HORSE or Omaha/8.

SANTA ANA CASINO: Every day at noon, you can find a solid 
$2-$6 limit game in the table-games area. Some big things are 
on the horizon for Santa Ana, so stay tuned.

ISLETA CASINO RESORT: Is it 3:30 a.m. and you’re desperate 
for some poker action? Fear not, Isleta is the only poker room 
that’s open 24 hours. In addition to all the live-action poker, 
there’s a wide range of  tournaments to fit every budget and 
every skill level. Mondays you can play crazy pineapple for only 
$15 at 2 p.m. and 7 p.m. Each Wednesday brings Omaha/8 
at 7 p.m. for $25. And new is the Thursdays Beginners NLHE, 
again only $15 at 7 p.m. Each Friday and Saturday, you can 
play in added-money tournaments for $100 at 7 p.m. each day. 
For the complete lineup download the event calendar at the 
Isleta website. S
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DAVE LEMMON 
SOUTH FLORIDA

bigdave@pokeractionline.com

SOUTH FLORIDA TO HOST WSOPC TWICE
The World Series of  Poker Circuit announced its 2017-18 

schedule and Seminole Hard Rock in Hollywood will host 
Sept. 21-Oct. 2 and Seminole Casino Coconut Creek hosts 
Feb. 8-19.  

For the first time in seven years, Palm Beach Kennel Club 
isn’t on the docket. The greyhound track in West Palm Beach 
hosted the WSOPC every year since 2011.  

Seth Palansky, communications VP with the WSOP, said they 
parted on good terms with PBKC and wouldn’t rule out a re-
turn to the facility in the future.

Several advantages to joining forces with Seminole Gaming 
are obvious for the Circuit, as there are seven Tribe-owned fa-
cilities in Florida, including one in the emerging Tampa Bay 
market. Palansky told SouthFloridaGambling.com’s Nick Sortal 
that after surveying the landscape of  the state, the Seminoles 
appeared to be the best fit.  

“The Seminole group has been very committed to their 
poker offerings and with the chance to add more events in the 
future, we can spread the WSOP brand more broadly through-
out the Sunshine State,” he said.

The familiar 12 Rings in 12 Days format will be used at 
both venues, as every stop on the domestic schedule will offer 
a dozen ring events starting at the $365 buy-in level and will 
include a $1,675 main event.

In other SHRH news, the demolition of  the Seminole Par-
adise area has nearly completed in preparation for the con-
struction of  a hotel and shopping area, with the closing of  the 
poker room the final step. The last day was May 30, with action 
shifting to the ballrooms for the next 18 months or so. The 
temporary poker area, which has 37 tables, opened June 1, and 
players should park in the Seminole Way garage and enter the 
building next to Kuro.

ISLE CASINO: The Florida State Poker Championships will run 
July 5-31 at Pompano Park. Also, Andrew Blake of  Delray Beach 
won the June $50K guarantee ($9,613) after an eight-way chop.

MAGIC CITY CASINO: When pari-mutuel facilities in Florida 
opened poker rooms in July 1997, Ileana Zamora was at the 
helm at the Flagler Dog Track in Miami. So, as the 20th an-
niversary of  that milestone arrives this month, Zamora will 
celebrate with patrons at the facility, now known as the Magic 
City Casino.  

On July 1, the room will offer high hands of  $2K each hour, 
paid out in $1K increments every 30 minutes. All royals this 
month (both hole cards must play) receive a bonus hand payout 
and entry (one per person) into a $25K freeroll, which is open 
only to the royal winners.  There also will be a special lead-

South Ambassadors

erboard for all who get quads or better. The five players with 
the most big hands during the month will receive the following 
payouts: $10K (first), $8K (second), $6K (third), $4K (fourth) 
and $2K (fifth). 

MARDI GRAS: The Big Easy Poker Room has $500 high hands 
every 30 minutes, but will pay $1,200 for if  it’s won in $10-$20 
limit games or higher, daily from noon to 10 p.m. It will pay 
$1K in $6-$12 limit or $2-$5 NLHE and $599 will be paid if  
won in $3-$6 limit. 

The regular $500 payout will continue in other qualified 
games. There will be rollovers and 
winners may use one or two cards 
in their hand, but must have at least 
aces full of  deuces to qualify.

 PBKC: In late April, Special Olym-
pics Florida held Aces for Athletes 
at the dog track for the eigth straight 
year. Former dealer Joan Applebaum, 
the parent of  a Special Olympics 
athlete, won the trophy after a four-
way chop for the prize money.
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SARA MALOWITZ
CENTRAL FLORIDA

JENNIFER GAY 
 MISS./ARK.

jennifergay80@hotmail.com

TODD LAMANSKY 
MISSOURI

todd.lamansky@gmail.com
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RONNIE HOPE 
LOUISIANA

captronanteup@gmail.comanteupcrash@gmail.com

CRASH MARTIN
NORTH FLORIDA

Meet T. J. Shulman
T.J. Shulman of  Deerfield Beach, Fla., 

has been a pro since retiring as CEO 
of  a large auto dealership 11 years ago. 
Last year was big for him. The Miami 

Herald said he was one of  four players 
who asked Florida’s Department of  Business 

Regulation to investigate financial improprieties in a tourna-
ment at Hialeah Park. Then, he and friend John Gale played 
the WSOP tag-team event and reached the final table in Las 
Vegas, finishing fifth. Finally, he picked up his first WSOP 
Circuit ring by capturing the $580 double stack at Palm 
Beach Kennel Club in November.

Tell us about your feelings after the Circuit victory. My dad had 
given me complete support when I decided to retire from 
my business to play poker full time. He passed away during 
the series last summer and I dedicated the victory in Palm 
Beach to him, so it was very emotional.

If you could change one thing about poker in South Florida, what 
would it be? I wish everyone running tournaments here could 
just get along and avoid battling each other so the events 
don’t overlap. 
— Dave Lemmon
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The popular Howard Frank Memorial Deep Stack 
Charity Classic at Daytona Beach Racing and 

Card Club had a whopping 609 entries on May 21 
as Dr. Lane Phillips won the title and earned a Vene-
tian Las Vegas package worth $11K and a designer 
watch. Norman Chad, Mike Sexton, Jan Fisher and Linda 
Johnson played in the ninth annual event. 

In other news, the poker room hosts the $150 Great Ameri-
can Poker Tournament, which has a $50K guarantee, July 15-
22. Day 2 is July 23. Also, the $220 premier deepstack event is 
July 30, featuring a 25K stack, 30-minute blinds and a $20K 
guarantee. See daytonagreyhound.com for details.

BEST BET JACKSONVILLE: A 12-day, 13-event series ended May 
8, culminating with Jared Reinstein of  Tallahassee winning the 
$1,100 main event. The 378 entries generated $360K prize 
pool, easily surpassing the $200K guarantee.

Reinstein outlasted 81 Day 2 survivors to win $75,714 prize. 
As for promotions, it’s Christmas in July. The 12 days of  

Christmas in July runs July 12-23. Hourly high hands are 
$1,200 on the 12th, $1,300 on the 13th, etc. See bestbetjax.
com for more info.

BEST BET ORANGE PARK: In addition to the regular $50 Sunday 
and Tuesday tournaments, there’s a $200 buy-in event with a 
$30K guarantee and two starting flights (July 7-8). Survivors 
return July 9 for Day 2. On July 15, the poker room hosts a 
$100 stud/8 tournament. See bestbetjax.com for details. 

EBRO GREYHOUND PARK: The Panhandle property hosts a $110 
event July 14 with a $5K guarantee. At the end of  the month, 
Ebro hosts a $40K guarantee MegaStack with three starting 
flights. The $300 buy-in event has one flight July 28 and two 
flights July 29. Survivors return July 30 for Day 2.

CREEK GRETNA ENTERTAINMENT: Two guarantees highlight this 
month’s schedule. July 15 finds a $270 buy-in $10K guarantee 
July 22nd is a $120 buy-in $5K guarantee. On July 8, the cash 
tables feature $200 hourly high hands. See the ad on Page 49 
for more. 

ORANGE CITY POKER: Daily high hands pay $200 every 20 min-
utes on Monday and Tuesday, $300 per half-hour Wednesday 
and $599 hourly Thursday. Friday, Saturday and Sunday pay 
$400, $500 and $300, respectively, every 30 minutes. But on 

July 4 it pays $1,200 per hour: $500 for the highest hand, 
$400 for second and $300 for third. 

See orangecitypoker.com for specific hours. 
PENSACOLA GREYHOUND TRACK: In addition to the reg-

ular tournament schedule, there’s a $270 at the end 
of  the month. Days 1A-1D are July 26-29 with Day 2 

on July 30. There will be $60 satellites available on Tues-
days and Thursdays at 7 p.m. and Sundays at 1. 

Central Florida
DERBY LANE: The Combat Wounded Veteran Challenge tour-

nament is becoming a staple at the St. Petersburg property. 
Usually a one-day event, this year it was a weekend Accumula-
tor event with a $40K guarantee. Also, first place came with a 
$5K Las Vegas prize package. The charity helps those return-
ing from wounded in combat.

Last year, the event drew a little more than 100 players. This 
year, the number was 515 across four flights. Along with the 
cash and trip to Vegas, a bunch of  prizes were given out, in-
cluding a 50-inch TV, laptop and watch. The event went to 
Chris Perkins, who took home the cash, the Vegas trip and a 
$2,900 watch. 

Congratulations to all the players and to the charity for a 
wonderful weekend for a great cause. 

In other tourney news, the summer series runs July 21-30 
and features the $150 Accumulator Main Event, which has 
a $100K guarantee. The schedule wasn’t completed at press 
time so call the poker room for details. 

TAMPA BAY DOWNS: The Silks Poker Room hosted a $440 tag-
team event and got 91 teams. The prize pool was $35K-plus 
and the event brought out some of  the notable names in the 
Tampa Bay area, including Justin Zaki, Karl Manouchakian, R.J. Sul-
livan, Steve Diamantas, Danny Lobato and Derby Lane’s Pam Buzzet-
to. Local heavyweights Carlos Loving and Bret “Gator” McCown won 
the event in a chop. 

HARD ROCK TAMPA: The Memorial Day $350 one-day event 
had a $50K guarantee, drawing 373 players for a prize pool of  
$111K. The top three players, Allauddn Khan, Fabian Foster and 
Mike Beattie did an ICM chop for $22K, $20K and $14K, re-
spectively. 

The Summer Little Slick Series runs July 16-21.

PHILLIPS EARNS DAYTONA’S DSCC TITLE

MERCHANDISE

anteupmagazine.com/shop
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Almost all of  the poker rooms offer great summer promo-
tions, but some of  the most attractive are at the Beau 

Rivage in Biloxi, Miss.
On Saturdays, opposite the $50K and $25K guarantee tour-

naments, players who qualify (by playing 50 hours or more in 
the month) will be eligible for cash drawings of  $200 awarded 
every 20 minutes. You get one ticket for every 25 hours played 
and a minimum of  50 hours are required to qualify. 

In any limit game, up to $6-$12, any time the flop is three 
suited cards, the next hand will have money added to the pot. 
From midnight to noon the amount will be $75 and noon to 
midnight will be $50. This will run until the end of  the year.

On Fridays from 4 p.m. to 4 a.m., anyone playing in a jack-
pot-eligible NLHE game will be eligible for a random lucky-
seat drawing of  $100, awarded every 30 minutes.

All through July and August on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and 
Thursdays, the Beau has a fun promotion that is even open to 
tournament players. All you need to do to qualify is to be active 
in any live or tournament game. 

Drawings begin at 2 p.m. and end at 2 a.m., with money 
awarded every two hours. Each player chooses a poker square 
at the podium (one square per player). Table cards and seat 
cards are used to select the winning square. 

Prizes range from $200-$400 and any unclaimed money rolls 
over to the next drawing. In the event that two players share the 
same square, the money is also shared.

Of  course, don’t forget the bimonthly guaranteed tourna-
ments featuring prize pools of  $25K and $50K. 

For more info, visit beaurivage.com. The Beau isn’t just 
known for its outstanding hospitality, it’s constantly updating 
promos and finding new ways to give away money. See the ad 
on the facing page for the Gulf  Coast Championship.

PEARL RIVER RESORT: The poker room hosts a $50K guarantee 
for $150 July 21-23. See the ad on Page 5 for more info. 

AMERISTAR VICKSBURG: The Heartland Poker Tour returns to 
the property  July 27-Aug. 6.

Louisiana
L’AUBERGE CASINO BATON ROUGE: The $30K freeroll, which had 

60 players, ran for about eight hours before a 10-player chop. 
The players were Ben Thomas, Aristead Clayton, Daryl Bankston, Ante 
Up’s Capt. Ron Hope, Norvel Shelby, Mike Thibadeaux, Brian Woodbury, 
Warren Leblanc, Chris Brinson and Jeff Quick. Also, this month kicks 
off  the Ante Up Poker Cruise Giveaway. See the ad on Page 
41 for details. L’Auberge Casino Du Lac is participating in this 
giveaway, too. Call the poker room or see its website for more.

BOOMTOWN CASINO NEW ORLEANS: The bad-beat jackpot was 
at $145K at press time. The room also features Aces Cracked 
noon-9 p.m. with progressive hours being paid from $50-$100. 
Monday means Splash the Pot $50 every half-hour noon-8 p.m. 
Tuesdays are Faces Cracked and Wednesdays again are Splash 
the Pot $50 every 30 minutes 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Thursdays feature 
High Hand Rollover from noon-8 p.m. The promo starts at 
$50 and increases ever half-hour it isn’t hit. The high hand has 
to be at least aces full of  10s with both hole cards in play.

GOLDEN NUGGET LAKE CHARLES: The bad-beat jackpot was about 
$156K at press time. 

HARRAH’S CASINO NEW ORLEANS: The WSOPC had a great turn-
out for all events as Jason Baldridge on San Antonio won the 
$1,675 main event for $227,412 and his first ring. 

Baldridge said he’s primarily a cash-game player, but he 
sometimes tags along on tournament trips with his friend. 

“I play cash games when I go to tournament spots, usually,” 
he said. “I travel with Jose (Anaya) and I’ll play some tourna-
ments, but I never really took them seriously.”

Anaya’s run in the season-long points race grabbed Bal-
dridge’s attention, however. 

“Jose started getting points, and I was like, ‘Oh yeah, I want 
to do that,’ ” he said. “We’ve been coming to all these stops 
because Jose needs points.”

Baldridge followed Anaya to Choctaw in Durant, Okla., in 
January and failed to post a result himself, despite building a 
big stack on Day 1 of  the main event. Then it was on to Bal-
timore this spring where he made the final table of  the turbo 
event and finished sixth for $2,683. Two weeks later, Baldridge 
won this event and wasn’t nervous at all. “I’m a dork,” he said. 
“I like to joke around.” 

Other winners of  the ring events: Curtis Terry (Event 1, $365 
NLHE, $19,803), Brian Greer (Event 2, $365 PLO/8, $8,161), 
Scott Adams (Event 3, $365 NLHE, $22,705), Caufman Talley 
(Event 4, $365 NLHE, $53,928), Marshall White (Event 5, $580 
NLHE, $26,521), Stephen Dees (Event 6, $365 NLHE, $25,423), 
Brandon Fish (Event 7, $365 NLHE, $24,414), Brett Badder (Event 
8, $365 Monster Stack, $45K), Michael Lech (Event 9, $2,200 
High Roller, $106,377), Melvin Dukes (Event 11, $365 NLHE, 
$18,083) and Todd Elliot (Event 12, $365 NLHE, $21,995).

Donald Colletti win the $250 seniors for $11,751 and Jane Shel-
don won the women’s $135 event for $2,821.

HORSESHOE BOSSIER CITY: The bad-beat jackpot was at $200K 
at press time. The Mini-Bad Beat pays $5K (aces full of  10s).

COUSHATTA CASINO AND RESORT: The Summer Classic was run-
ning at press time so look for results in a future issue. 

North Carolina
HARRAH’S CHEROKEE: The poker room hosts the World Series 

of  Poker’s Global Casino Championship and Circuit event 
Aug. 2-14. See the ad on Page 27.

BEAU IS PLACE TO BE IN MISSISSIPPI
Jason Baldridge of Texas 
has only just started to 

play tournaments.





Meet Travis Hartshorn  
Travis Hartshorn has won a Borgata 

Poker Open main event and a Parx Big 
Stax main event in the past year, plus 

he’s had many final-table appearances 
on the East Coast.

Tell us about your poker journey.  When did you get started? I 
first started playing casually online with my brother when 
I was 13 or 14.  Slowly, I got a little more serious about it 
and in the end never could find something that felt more 
right for me.

When was your first bink? My first trophy was a $550 event 
in Pittsburgh in April 2016. Soon after, I started playing 
tournaments professionally.

Will you be at the World Series? Yes, a full summer no-limit 
schedule, though I haven’t planned it out. I’m just going 
to take it one event at a time and play whatever I want to, 
which may or may not end up including events at other 
casinos in addition to the WSOP events. I’ll also mix in 
some cash sessions.

Have you ever made a comeback from being extremely short-
stacked? I was one of  the shortest stacks with three tables 
left in the Big Stax 300, short enough that I was sweat-
ing every bustout and grinding for every pay jump. Then, 
suddenly, we were at the final table, but I was still short. 
I managed to make it to four-handed third in chips and, 
after shutting down the chop talks, I closed it out. — Jo Kim

MOHEGAN’S SUMMER SERIES JULY 26-30 IN CT
Mohegan Sun hosts the Summer Poker Showdown from 

July 26-30, featuring five events, including a $1,100 
main event with a $100K guarantee. The series opens with 
$200 event and closes with a $300 tourney with a $25K guar-
antee. For more on this series, see the ad on the facing page.

In other news at Mohegan, Sean Thomson and Gregory Galla-
gher earned $10,500 apiece for finishing first and second, re-
spectively, in Spring Fling. The win was the first of  Thomson’s 
career. 

Dimitri Haskaris of  Norwich, Conn., was third in the $230 
tourney, which had a prize pool of  $69,258 and 357 entrants. 

FOXWOODS CASINO: At the MegaStack Challenge, Leonard 
Sande of  West Haven, Conn., won the $600 opening event, 
which had a $400K guarantee and 776 players, for $45,896. 
Marc Evanier was second ($43,432) and John Caputo was third 
($42,480). 

Zhi Wu won Event 8, a $400 event, earning $19K by beating 
nearly 410 players. 

The Summer Kickoff, which sports $800K in guarantees, 
runs until July 4. The $1,200 main event begins July 1 with 
a $200K guarantee and two starting flights (11 a.m., 5 p.m.). 
You can register until the start of  Level 10. 

Go to foxwoods.com for more info.  
EAST WINDSOR UPDATE: Lawmakers approved most of  a leg-

islative package on June 7 that could mean to a new tribal 
casino in East Windsor. The House voted 103-46 to allow the 
Mashantucket Pequot and Mohegan tribes to build a casino 
in East Windsor to compete with a new MGM Resorts casino 
in Springfield, Mass. The bill just awaits Gov. Daniel P. Malloy’s 
signature.

New York
RIVERS CASINO & RESORT: Robert 

Saladin of  Montgomery, N.Y., took 
first for $46,034 at the Capital Re-
gion Classic in Schenectady. The 
five-day event, with 1,095 entries 
from seven states and Canada, 
had a prize pool of  $272,655, al-
most tripling the guarantee. 

Gerald Edwards was second ($32,258) as 137 players cashed. 
“We had a fantastic turnout for the Capitol Region Classic 

and we heard a lot of  positive feedback from players who have 
been looking for big poker tournaments in this area for years,” 
Rivers GM Mary Cheeks said. “We’re eager to keep delivering 

Northeast Ambassadors

for those players and look forward to announcing our next big 
event.” 

TURNING STONE RESORT CASINO: At press time, the poker room’s 
bad-beat jackpot was nearly $310K. Also, did you know Turn-
ing Stone offers rake back? If  you play cash games for 40-59 
hours in a month, you will receive $40. If  you play 60-79 hours 
you’ll get $60, and so on, until you reach 200-plus hours for 
$250. Call the poker room for details. Also, the ad on Page 32 
for info on the July High Hands promotion.

SENECA NIAGARA: The Summer Slam series runs July 20-30. 
The $600 main event, which begins July 28 with Day 1A at 
11 a.m. and July 29 with Day 1B at 11 a.m., has a $100K guar-
antee. The series has other guarantees, including a $50K with 
four opening flight across July 21-22, and a $1K opening event 
July 20 at 11 a.m. that’s guaranteed to pay $20K to first place.    
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NORTHEAST

Just before kicking off  the World Series of  Poker in Las Vegas, 
former WSOP champion Joe McKeehen booked another win, 

taking home the trophy from the $1,100 Big Stax main event at 
Parx Casino in Philadelphia. With 447 entries, the prize pool 
was nearly $477K. McKeehen came back on Day 3 as chiplead-
er out of  12 players, and he had been to the final table in the 
$1,100 event on many occasions, he had yet to claim the trophy. 

No stranger to heads-up play, McKeehen edged Travis Green-
awalt, who had won this event once, to pocket $106,126. Green-
awalt earned $67,107. The tournament had 53 cashers, includ-
ing Parx Ambassador Esther Taylor-Brady, Aaron Mermelstein and 
Mike Linster.

SugarHouse Ambassador Joe “Worm” Palma also made it in 
the money after winning the Big Stax $340 event for about 
$60K. After being appointed SugarHouse’s Poker Pro, this was 
the first series Palma entered with a patch. “It was an awesome 
way to get things started,” he said. “Great for the team.”

Since many tournament players headed off  to WSOP, Parx 
adjusted the schedule accordingly, pushing the $550 buy-in after 
the championship. Those 967 entrants who remained behind 
tangled for a $459,325 prize pool. Chris Laieta and Jason Ritchie 
chopped for $74K each. “It was a long time overdue,” Laieta 
said. “Been running good.”

SUGARHOUSE CASINO: The SugarRush Challenge $100K guar-
antee, which ran June 21-25, wasn’t over at press time. Look for 
results in a future issue. With eight $250 starting flights and a 
$1,100 Day 2 buy-in, SugarHouse consistently has brought in 
bigger numbers over the course of  nearly three years.

Mid-Atlantic
MARYLAND LIVE: The poker room hosts the Live Legends $1,100 

main event July 15. Step satellites are available. See the ad on 
the facing page for the Legends series schedule and details. 

DOVER DOWNS HOTEL AND CASINO: The poker room hosts the an-
nual Delaware Poker Championship over Labor Day weekend. 
The series, which has eight events, runs Aug. 30-Sept. 4. The 
kickoff  event is Aug. 30 with a $5K guarantee. The $100K main 
event begins Sept. 1 with the first flight.

In other news, the latest Getaway Weekend will be July 14-16, 
running three tournaments with combined guarantee of  $43K, 
including one for $25K. Here’s the schedule: July 14, 11:15 
a.m.: $15K guarantee for $150, 25-minute blinds, 30K stack; 
July 15, 11:15 a.m.: $25K guarantee for $200, 30-minute blinds, 
30K stack; July 16, 11:15 a.m.: $3K guarantee for $45, 15-min-
ute blinds, 30K stack. 

There are two satellites (July 10, 7:15 p.m., $30 and July 12, 
7:15 p.m., $30) for the $25K guarantee as one player out of  10 
will earn a seat. 

DELAWARE PARK CASINO: The $30K freeroll for those who quali-
fied in June will be July 13. Also, ask about how you can enter 
a drawing to win back your buy-in to other events simply by 
registering before the tournament begins. S

EX-WORLD CHAMP MCKEEHEN 
WINS BIG STAX MAIN IN PHILLY





anteupchad@gmail.com

CHAD HOLLOWAY 
 WISCONSIN

FIREKEEPERS SETS MICHIGAN RECORD
FireKeepers Casino’s poker room set the 

record for largest tournament field in 
Michigan history while hosting the Mid-
States Poker Tour, which ran May 18-31. 
The 1,066 entries at Battle Creek created a 

prize pool of  more than $1M. 
Mike Shanahan of  Avon, Ind., took the title 

and the first-place payout of  $216,829. 
“I’ve been knocking on the door for a couple of  years and 

this is the best I’ve ever played,” Shanahan said after the win. 
“I’m elated. This was fun. There’s nothing like going deep in a 
tournament and finishing it off.”

Michigan locals ran deep in this one as Frank Lucarelli (Wood-
haven) took third, Justin Rice (Walled Lake) took fourth, Dan-
iel Panone (Rochester) was seventh, Dustin Smith (Middleville) 
finished eighth, Scott Skriba (Mason) took ninth and Joe Hinton 
(Ada) was 10th.  

The MSPT returns here in October for the Michigan State 
Poker Championship.

On July 30, FireKeepers will host its fifth Sunday $400 tour-
nament. In April, the last time this event was held, 376 players 
fought for a prize pool of  $131K-plus.

BAD-BEAT UPDATES: At press time, bad-beat jackpots were 
impressive all across the state. FireKeepers’ bad-beat jackpot 
(aces full of  jacks) was around $140K. Greektown’s was around 
$180K and you need aces full of  queens or better beaten by at 
least quads. And then there’s Motor City. It’s bad beat jackpot 
(quads) was more than $500K. 

Chicagoland
AMERISTAR EAST CHICAGO: Rob Wazwaz defeated a Heartland 

Poker Tour talent-filled field of  526 entries, winning the main 
event for $173K and a $3,600 package to play in the HPT 
Championship. It was the Minnesota businessman’s first trip 
to Chicagoland for a HPT event.

“I was very disappointed that I’d not been coming here be-
fore. It was better than most of  the tournaments I’ve played. 
I’ll be back,” said Wazwaz, whose career earnings passed the 
$1M mark.

Casey Carroll fell short of  winning back-to-back titles, finish-
ing third, but he’s on top of  East Chicago’s all-time money-
winners list with $260K. 

Gary Herstein, who finished sixth, is tied with Brad Sailor for 
most all-time cashes here with 14.

Raed Kurdi defeated 1,170 entries to win the Monster Stack 
and $39K from the $351K prize pool. He faced a tough final 

Midwest Ambassadors

table with Nick Jivkov and Michael Kamenjarin.
Sam Miller won the bounty event for $3K. He had won the six-

max earlier this year.
Joseph Sidoryk won the $300 seniors for $8K. Tim McCarthy be-

came the only two-time seniors winner here, winning the $200 
event for almost $7K. Runner-Up Ed Blazer made both seniors 
final tables. HPT returns here Aug. 24-Sept. 4.

ONLINE NEWS: The Illinois Senate passed a bill by a wide mar-
gin on May 31 that would regulate online poker. The bill regu-
lates interstate online poker and daily fantasy sports, but it faces 
significant hurdles before becoming law.

HARRAH’S JOLIET: The $780K Mega Bad Beat Jackpot hit on 

Meet Steve Fredlund
Steve Fredlund discovered a passion for 

poker about five years ago. Since then 
he has coordinated semi-annual All-
in for Africa charity tournaments and 

started the RecPoker podcast.
How did you start the All-in for Africa tourna-

ments? I co-founded a nonprofit in 2009 called Our Re-
sponse and in an effort to involve the Minnesota poker 
community, I approached Running Aces to partner on All-
in for Africa, which we held in the fall of  2014. Since then, 
we have run this every spring at Canterbury and every fall 
at Running Aces.

What effect has All-in for Africa made? In our first six AIFA 
tournaments, we have raised $65K-plus to support efforts 
around clean water, nutrition and malaria prevention. (It) 
has been focused in Rwanda and other countries in East 
Africa.

What made you start the RecPoker podcast? Unable to find a 
podcast with a focus on live, multitable tournaments for 
recreational players at smaller buy-ins, I decided to fill the 
void. I also thought it would be a great way to further unite 
the Minnesota poker community while helping myself  per-
sonally grow in the game and build connections.

What is your impression of the Minnesota poker community? I’ve 
been blown away by the generosity toward All-in for Africa. 
I’ve met so many great players, several of  whom are becom-
ing great friends. While a few players seem committed to 
an unwelcoming posture toward less experienced players, 
almost everyone else is very friendly, welcoming and even 
encouraging. —  John Somsky
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Continued on the next page



May 21, but don’t despair. This Mega Bad Beat remains the 
state’s largest at more than $321K (quad eights).

HORSESHOE HAMMOND: Brandon Townsend won the WSOP Warm-
Up main event, earning $55K-plus and a WSOP main-event 
seat.

HORSESHOE SOUTHERN INDIANA: The nine-event Denny Crum Open 
runs July 20-30. The $675 main event is July 29 at noon. There 
are nightly $100 tournaments at 7 on July 20 and July 22-27.

TROPICANA EVANSVILLE: The Mid-States Poker Tour returns 
Aug. 12-20 for the Indiana State Poker Championship. The 
main event has a $250K guarantee.

Minnesota
RUNNING ACES CASINO: Kentraylus Pates of  

Brooklyn Park, Minn., took home the largest 
share of  an 11-way chop at the Mayhem in 
May tournament in Columbus. He chopped 

for $15K. Second through 10th place agreed 
to $10,174, leaving 11th place with $3,001. 

Pates is a former MSPT champion and has $160K-plus in life-
time earnings. Ante Up Poker Tour regional champion Tony La-
zar and MSPT runner-up Dennis Stevermer also were among the 
players involved in the chop.

The event had a $280 buy-in and drew an impressive 770 
entrants across six Day 1s, resulting in a $152K prize pool. The 
field was slightly smaller than last year’s 840. 

Players making it to Day 2 from multiple Day 1 flights were 
allowed to sell their shorter stacks for $1,200 each. Max Havlish 
received a $2K accumulator bonus for having the largest stack 
going into Day 2 before finishing 42nd ($639).

Iowa
MESKWAKI CASINO: The MSPT returns July 22-30. Satellites run 

all month if  you’d like to win your way into the $300K guaran-
tee $1,100 main event, which runs July 28-30. Are cash games 
more your style? If  so there always are good NLHE and pot-
limit Omaha side games to join when the MSPT comes to town.

NEW CASINO NAME: The Mystique Casino in Dubuque has been 
renamed the Q Casino. But don’t worry, the poker remains the 
same. 

DIAMOND JO: The bad-beat jackpot at the Worth property was 
nearly $260K at press time.

Ohio/Western Pennsylvania
JACK CASINO CLEVELAND: The room has been running cash-game 

promotions on certain days. On Mondays, the Mad House Lad-
der runs 10 a.m.-10 p.m. On Wednesdays, it’s Hump Day High 
Hand Splash. And on Saturdays, Super High Hands pay $500 
or $1K every hour 8 a.m.-2 a.m.

HOLLYWOOD CASINO TOLEDO: The Red Hot Summer promotion 
is finishing up, with the last of  the $20K drawings taking place  
July 4 and July 11. Players earn tickets when seated in a live, 
bad-beat-jackpot-eligible game. 

Every player that wins a pot, provided the pot is $20 or more 
and has a BBJ fee removed, will receive a drawing ticket. The 
room has been running various high-hand promotions every 
day. Details are on its website. 

MIDWEST
Continued from previous page
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THE MEADOWS: Once per month, 10 a.m.-1 p.m. on the second 
Saturday of  the month, $300 will be awarded every hour for the 
high hand of  the qualifying period. Also, $4,500 total will be 
awarded. Make a royal flush and win a progressive jackpot.

Wisconsin
POTAWATOMI HOTEL & CASINO: For the second time in Season 8, 

the Milwaukee property hosts a $350 buy-in, $100K guarantee 
MSPT regional event. The stop runs July 15-23 with a series of  
satellites leading up to the main event, which is July 20.

NEW WPT HOST: After 15 years serving as the 
voice of  the World Poker Tour, Mike Sexton left 
the show in May for a position at Party Poker. 
Wisconsin native Tony Dunst, who has hosted 
the WPT’s Raw Deal segment for the past 
seven years, will to fill Sexton’s spot alongside 
Vince Van Patten.

SUN FINAL TABLES HPT: Milwaukee’s John Sun, who 
in 2016 won the MSPT Iowa State Poker Championship, placed 
fourth out of  526 entrants in May’s Heartland Poker Tour East 
Chicago Main Event for $48,849. 

REPRESENTING: Brett Reichard, the father of  seven-time WSOP 
Circuit ring-winner Josh Reichard, was the last Wisconsinite stand-
ing in the MSPT FireKeepers main event. Reichard finished 13th 
for $10,840. The only other Wisconsin player to cash was Eddie 
Ochana, who finished 72nd for $2,891. S



STRATEGY: COACH’S CORNER

Poker has come a long way. Most opponents are knowl-
edgeable. They understand starting-hand requirements 

can loosen as the button moves. It’s common knowledge to 
most players that, by playing late position, they get to act last 

and gain the advantage of  being able to ob-
serve opponents’ actions. With the informa-
tion of  the hand in progress laid out in front 
of  us, it becomes obvious to the experienced 
player to take advantage of  the situation. 

Early position, middle position, late posi-
tion and the blinds are how we break up our 
starting-hand requirements. I believe most 
players know this concept, understand it, but 
don’t stick to it when it comes to having the 

discipline to play position-poker. This column won’t address 
the reasons why we stray, but will have a few ideas on how we 
can better our game and stick to our resolution to play well 
all the time. 

IDEA 1: Write what your starting-hand requirements are 
for each position. Make it neat and organized. Get an index 
card and create one for each position and laminate the cards. 
Keep them with you and review. Furthermore, create them 
in your phone, just in case you don’t have them with you. 
Stay true to yourself. Simply by applying this strict concept, 
the results will speak for themselves. Now, it’s time for a real-
ity check. How often do you break your rules?

IDEA 2: Get past the idea that position is simply a concept 
about acting last. You must understand playing hands out of  
position means you’re giving up equity. Imagine a scenario 
where you’ve been “card dead” for hours and decide to play 
a K-J offsuit from EP. If  you can imagine this, congratula-
tions, you’ve just discovered a huge leak. If  you’re playing 
cards and starting out a hand with an edge handicap, well, 
that’s like just handing opponents $20 when they arrive at the 
table. It’s highly unlikely you can beat the game in the long 
run if  you’re making blunders. And to make matters worse, 
imagine that you just won a huge pot with the hand that you 
were not supposed to play. Now you have a bad habit that’s 
reinforced with a positive short-term gain. You’re in a deep 
hole if  you’re playing trap hands out of  position. Keep in 
mind that our profit and chips come from players who are 
making this mistake. 

Position in hold’em is as essential to winning as water is to 
life. Poker players are a stubborn lot. Let’s get back to playing 
position-poker and playing our “A” game every hand. This 
might make for some boring sessions. 

IDEA 3: Use your fold time wisely. Observe opponents. Who 
among your opponents are really playing their “A” game? It’s 
your job to know this.
— Mark Brement has spent 15 years teaching and coaching all facets of 
poker, including at Pima CC. Email him at brementmark@gmail.com. 

STICK TO YOUR 
STARTING HANDS

MARK 
BREMENT
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TURNING PRO

METAGAME AND 
HOW TO USE IT

BRENT 
PHILBIN

Metagame is a concept that can be applied to many forms 
of  games. The basic idea is you use what you know 

about the general biases and ways to play in a certain group 
to adjust your strategy from the accepted “correct” strategy to 
something more effective. 

For instance, if  you notice most people in 
California throw rock in a game of  Rock, Pa-
per, Scissors, then you should be able to win a 
larger number of  Rock, Paper, Scissors tour-
naments in that area by throwing a larger per-
centage of  paper, though the correct strategy 
is to vary your plays randomly and equally 
between the three options. Here are a couple 
of  examples that show how analyzing your 
metagame could change your strategy. 

OPEN RAISE AMOUNTS IN TOURNAMENTS: General accepted strat-
egy at most stages of  a tournament is that raising two times 
or 2.5 times the big blind is the right amount. This should be 
enough to get the big blind to fold bad hands, while risking the 
least amount of  chips in case someone has a significantly better 
hand than you. 

This works because you want to be getting the chips with 
as little risk as possible. It’s conceivable players in your local 
nightly tournaments don’t fold enough to the minimum raise 
to make this an effective strategy and you need to adjust to 
be “sub-optimal” in theory, but raise to 3.5 times to steal the 
blinds the proper percentage of  the time. 

FINDING A PLAYER THAT WON’T FOLD PREFLOP: You probably have 
an amount you’ll raise after someone has open-limped ahead 
of  you. Maybe in a $2-$5 game it’s $25. However, there are 
players you’ll run across that personify the sunken-cost falla-
cy (the idea that once you’ve invested something you need to 
chase that investment) and won’t fold once they’ve put money 
in the pot and haven’t seen the flop. 

I’ve played in games where if  one of  these players limp, my 
open after their limp would be to $100 or $150 in that same 
scenario. This play would look awful to seasoned and novice 
players if  they don’t understand the reason for the adjustment. 

METAGAME ALWAYS EVOLVES: Make sure you evolve with the 
metagame. This is especially true if  you’ve been identified as 
one of  the better players in a room, or in a game. 

If  you start to win all of  those Rock, Paper, Scissors tourna-
ments by throwing paper a large percentage of  the time, you’ll 
need to adjust to the Californians’ metagame evolving accord-
ingly. 

Remember: The obvious “correct” strategy can be improved 
upon, so always keep learning and adjusting your game when 
it’s appropriate. 
— Brent Philbin is a poker pro who lives in South Florida. You can reach 
him at Brent.Philbin@gmail.com.
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Last issue in Part II of  my series, I discussed what might oc-
cur on the flop and how the aggressor may continue to bet 

regardless if  they hit the flop.
The turn is an ace in the same suit as the 

king on the board and the under-the-gun play-
er checks to the button raiser. 

This card may have hit him perfectly, or then 
again, this ace is higher than his cards if  he’s 
holding a hand such as Q-Q. 

Everyone checks and the button bets. Now, 
if  the button wasn’t afraid of  a trap that the 
turned ace created, they’re assuming control of  

the pot — and having position is beneficial — with their bet. 
If  the UTG player then raises, you know he has set a trap 

with the check-raise and three aces could be a likely holding. If  
the UTG player just calls, you may consider they don’t believe 
their hand is the best. 

In this case, any remaining players in the middle often will 
fold to the reraise, but if  they have a draw, they still may call if  
there’s no reraise by the UTG player. If  the button only calls 
the reraise, you can assume that hand cannot beat the adver-
tised set of  aces, or even A-K. 

The river brings a 10 of  yet another suit, making only two 

to a suit on the board, but three to a straight. The UTG player 
bets followed by a rather weak and fruitless call by the but-
ton. Betting for value is important when you believe you have 
the best hand. Note: Don’t leave money on the table if  you feel 
you can extract a bet from your opponent. Make the bet and 
expect to be paid off  often.

Finally, each hand is different. Put players on all kinds of  
possibilities to begin with, eliminate possibilities as betting and 
cards then unfold. 

Usually you’ll be left with a general idea of  what type hands 
you face. Try it today in a tournament or cash game. 

Don’t play a cash game and just observe while you try to 
figure out what players might be holding. Adjust your thinking 
as the hand plays out and see what you conclude by the last 
bet. Seeing what they have will only validate your process as 
you refine it and begin to hone in on the exact holding. Pretty 
soon, you’ll begin to learn the technique and begin to increase 
your table earnings. 
— Al Spath is the former Dean at Poker School Online and continues to 
teach poker online and live. His free YouTube Poker Channel (Al Spath) 
has hundreds of instructional videos to view. Al’s live broadcasts are on 
TwitchTV: follow (PositivePokerInsiders). Contact Al directly at alspath@
alspath.com with questions coaching inquires.

PUTTING PLAYERS ON HANDS, PT. III
POKER INSIDER

AL 
SPATH

Is it possible to play poker to just have fun? Poker literature 
suggests one has to put in “work” to be an adequate poker 

player. Learn the math, patterns, tells and psychology. Learn 
how to read people and the game. 

Watch videos, take lessons, read books, have 
a study group. 

What about the person who likes poker, likes 
the competition, likes to win but doesn’t want 
to put in the work? The literature tells us that 
player is the fish. 

Guess what. Everyone is not trying to grind 
out a living. Many people like to read poker 

magazines, play poker and have fun. So, who am I in the poker 
world? Psychologists say we all do things to satisfy needs. 

Abraham Maslow is the well-known and popular “needs” hier-
archy person. I’d bet Maslow would say the need hierarchy, the 
reason people play, is upside down. He suggests there are five 
need states that they’re in a hierarchy. A person has to satisfy 
lower-level needs before moving to higher-level needs. 

Need satisfaction is what motivates and Maslow’s needs 
theory states:

• Biological and physiological needs  (air, food, drink, shelter, 
warmth, sex, sleep, etc.)

• Safety needs (protection from elements, security, order, law, 
limits, stability and finances)

• Social needs (work group, family, affection, relationships, 

friends, single-serving poker players)
• Esteem needs (self-esteem, achievement, mastery, indepen-

dence, status, dominance, prestige, managerial responsibility, etc.)
• Self-Actualization needs (realizing personal potential, self-ful-

fillment, seeking growth and peak experiences) 
You can look at these as steps you can climb to self-actualiza-

tion. Biological and physiological needs are met before you get 
to the poker felt. Safety needs include making money, grinding 
out a living. If  you’re doing this in poker, you need to put in all 
the other work I’ve mentioned. 

But if  this set of  needs is met outside the poker room, like 
at a day job, you’re working on social, esteem and self-actual-
ization. 

So this turns everything upside down. Though all the litera-
ture is about money and winning, the needs-motivation theory 
says that is the lowest-level need and fellowship, esteem and 
self-actualization are the higher-level needs. 

The catch for the poker player or gambler may be that every-
thing may be tied up in making more money. We use money as 
the measure of  self-esteem and whether we’re self-actualizing. 

Nonetheless, playing poker for fun is fine. Playing poker for 
fun and profit is fine. Playing poker only for profit is probably 
not the best way for most people to spend their time. 

Keep your head in the game.
— Dr. Stephen Bloomfield is a licensed psychologist and avid poker 
player. Email him at editor@anteupmagazine.com. 

POKER PSYCHOLOGY: HEAD GAMES

THE NEEDS OF THE ONE ARE MANY

STEPHEN 
BLOOMFIELD





I’m a dealer in a poker league in northern New Jersey. Unlike 
other leagues where the cards are passed around, our league 

has actual dealers at every table, as well as a floor person for 
the bigger events.  

 I’ve read, multiple times, Robert’s Rules and the TDA rules. 
As such, I tend to be the rules authority for the league. We try 

to follow regular casino rules, though in the interest of  being a 
friendly game, we do deviate a little. 

So, recently, I got asked two hypothetical 
questions:

1. A player opens betting for 300 and gets 
callers. On the next street, the same player puts 
in a 500 chip, saying, “Same bet.” What’s the 
bet?

I ruled that in the league, in the interest of  
friendliness, the bet is 300, while in a casino, 

the bet should be 500. The reason is similar to the rule where 
a player cannot ask a dealer for a count of  the pot, except in 
pot-limit games, and that dealers generally don’t count an all-in 
bet until asked for the count. Additionally, requiring the dealer 
to remember the prior bet can lead to problems if  he remem-
bers wrong. So it’s as if  the player threw the chip in and said 
nothing.

2. A player opens betting by putting in three 500 chips (or 
three $5 chips in a cash game), and says, “Yo.” What’s the bet?

I would expect that the bet is ruled, and announced by the 
dealer, 1,100 (or $11). The reason is simple. Though “Yo” is a 
craps term, it’s a well-defined craps term, one that all dealers 
should know. And since many poker players also play craps, it’s 
a term most players should know as well. Therefore, it should 
not lead to any sort of  ambiguity. — Dave Miller

ELLIOTT SAYS: First, “same bet” in this spot means nothing. 
Were the blinds 25-50? So, is the same bet 250 or 300. Were the 
blinds 75-150? Were the blinds 50-100? Maybe, if  the blinds 
were 150-300, I could see allowing a wager of  300. I have no 
idea what the same bet is here when a single chip is used. 

Let me state the overriding principal in most floorperson de-
cisions not involving dealer error. Whenever a player puts the 
floorperson in a position where that player makes the floorper-
son read his mind, that player cannot win. The bet is the 500 
value of  the chip and the statement is disregarded.

Second, a statement of  “Yo” at the poker table means noth-
ing as it is certainly not a dice table. The overriding principal 
from the previous situation applies most readily here. I’m all 
for being player-friendly and accommodating, but a big part 
of  all of  that is taking the time to patiently educate the players 
on how to sit down at a poker table and play without grinding 
the pace down to a halt by making every statement a guessing 
game. The bet of  three chips of  any of  the same denomination 
would stand as is.

Surveillance should serve as a supplement
I was in a HORSE tournament in a Northern California 

poker room and this happened during the Omaha/8 rota-

tion. Two of  us are at showdown. I had 3-5-X-X for a six-high 
straight and six low. The other player showed 4-4-5-5 for no 
low and declared he had trips. The dealer pushes me the pot 
and mucks the cards, at which time another player said,  “Wait, 
the 4-4-5-5 hand had a diamond flush.” The dealer tried to go 
back into the muck to re-create the hand, but to no avail. I’ve 
stacked most of  the chips that were pushed to me when the 
floor arrived. The floor attempted to re-create the action. He 
then told me to give him chips amounting to the pot and told us 
to continue playing, then departed to review the video. Several 
players were upset the clock continued to run. When the floor 
returned, he declared there was a flush, splitting the pot. I have 
several issues with how this was handled:

1. If  you’re going to look at the video, why not use that to 
reconstruct the action? I don’t think he accurately determined 
the proper pot size.

2. Why take all of  the pot from me while you figure it out? 
No one disputed I had won the low and I was forced to play 
with fewer chips while we waited for him to come back. What 
would have happened if  I had gone all-in before he returned? 
Do those chips that are coming to me play in that hand?

3. This was not fair to all of  the players at the table as we 
missed probably 15 minutes of  the 25-minute level. How 
should this have been handled? — Randy Smith

ELLIOTT SAYS: This type of  situation will come up most often 
in Omaha/8 and mixed games where the reading of  hands 
becomes more difficult. Generally, when a situation arises that 
leads to a surveillance review, the chips in dispute are removed 
and held until a final determination is made. The chips in dis-
pute here would only be the half  of  the pot that was waiting for 
a high hand to be determined. In cash games, play continues 
with little effect since players can add chips between hands. 
Since every chip in play and every hand dealt is important in 
a tournament setting, a surveillance call should lead to a brief  
clock stoppage. The rearranging of  the scheduled breaks can 
be handy in this spot. Your reasoning about fairness is spot on. 
As for re-creating the action, this is best left to the dealer and 
the players in the pot. The surveillance footage can supplement 
the information but should not be the sole source.

Surveillance calls and reviews aren’t specifically addressed 
by the TDA. This topic may be discussed at the next gathering 
but I would imagine that operators of  events that have large 
amounts of  players and tables would not be in favor of  stop-
ping the clock for any reason.
— Elliott Schecter is poker room manager at Hollywood Casino Toledo. 
Email questions to editor@anteupmagazine.com. 

ELLIOTT 
SCHECTER

CALL THE FLOOR

IT ALL COMES DOWN TO BEING NORMAL
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VERBAL IS BINDING
Email editor@anteupmagazine.com if you have some-
thing to say or ask. Be sure to give us your name and 
we just might print it.





LOCATION TOURNAMENTS/SPECIAL EVENTS JACKPOTS/PROMOTIONS 

ARIZONA

Monday-Friday ($125, 11:15a); Monday-Thursday ($145, 7:15p); Friday ($200, 
7:15p). See the ad on Page 19.

Splash pots.

Tuesday freeroll (7p); Thursday $5K guarantee ($120); Saturday $200 added ($20 
w/$5 rebuys and $10 add-on, 9a); Sunday ($65, 11a & $100, 5p).

Player comp credits pay $1 per hour during live play.

Monday & Thursday ($35, 9:30a); Tuesday & Wednesday ($35, 7p). Splash Pots.

Daily, usually at noon and 7p. Call for schedule. High hands; Aces Cracked wins up to $300.

2nd Mon. ($60, 7:30p); Tue. ($80, 7:30p); Wed. ($80, 7:30p); Thurs. ($20, 7:30p); 
Sat. ($50, 12:30p); Sun. ($25, 12:30p). 

Progressive bad-beat jackpot; Splash Pots (Mon.-Fri.); Aces Cracked pays $50 (daily); 
Morning High Hands (Mon.-Fri., 10a-1p); Steel Wheel Bonus w/Omaha paying $50.

Wed. ($15 w/rebuys & add-on, 7p); Sat. ($20 w/rebuys & add-on, 11a); Sun. ($30, 
11a).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is aces full of 10s beaten by quads; royals pay $200; 
Aces Cracked (daily); Super 77 bad-beat jackpot (quad 7s or better beaten).
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BLUEWATER RESORT & CASINO
(928) 669-7000 • bluewaterfun.com
BUCKY’S CASINO
(928) 708-6801 • buckyscasino.com 
CASINO ARIZONA AT TALKING STICK
(480) 850-7777 • casinoaz.com
CASINO DEL SOL
(800) 344-9435 • casinodelsol.com
CLIFF CASTLE CASINO HOTEL
(928) 567-7999 • cliffcastlecasinohotel.com
DESERT DIAMOND
(520) 342-1810 • ddcaz.com
FT. McDOWELL CASINO
(480) 837-1424 • fortmcdowellcasino.com
HARRAH’S PHOENIX AK-CHIN
(480) 802-5000 • harrahsakchin.com
HON-DAH
(928) 369-0299 • hon-dah.com
VEE QUIVA HOTEL & CASINO
(520) 796-7777 • wingilariver.com/vee-quiva
WILD HORSE PASS HOTEL AND CASINO
(800) 946-4452 • wingilariver.com/wild-horse-pass

Mon. ($25 w/rebuy and add-on, 6p); Tue. ($15, 6p); Wed. ($40, 6p); Thurs. O/8 ($40, 
6p); Fri. KO ($45, 6p); Sat. ($30, 4p); Sun. crazy pineapple ($30 w/rb & add-on, 4p).

Hot Seat Drawings pay $50-$100. See ad on Page 36.

Monday-Friday ($30, 10a); Wednesday ($60, 7p); Thursday ($20, 6:30p); Saturday 
($50, 11a); 1st & 3rd Saturday ($70, 11a).

High hand bonus; Aces Cracked.

Monday-Friday (noon); Wednesday & Thursday (6p). Omaha High Hand (Monday & Wednesday); get paid for straight and royal flushes; 
Aces Cracked.

Tuesday KO ($35 w/rebuy, 7p); Thursday KO ($40 w/rebuy, 7p). High hands; royals pay $200; Aces Cracked.

ARKANSAS
Tue. $1K guar. ($20 w/rebuys, 7p); Wed. Payday ($20, 2p); Thurs. Ladies Freeroll 
(7p); Fri. Bounty Hunter ($30, 2p); Sun. deepstack ($50, 2p).

Progressive and mini bad-beat jackpots; high hands.

Monday-Thursday ($30, noon); Tuesday-Wednesday ($50, 7:30p); Sunday ($30, 
3:30p). See the ad on Page 21.

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em, stud and Omaha.

Tuesday ($40, 7:30p); Wednesday ($40 w/add-on, 7:30p); Saturday (varies, 11:15a); 
Sunday ($30, 11:15a). See the ad on Page 21.

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em, Omaha and stud.

* SNG = single-table tournaments; all tournaments are no-limit hold’em unless noted. Poker room managers email roth@anteupmagazine.com

AGUA CALIENTE CASINO
(888) 999-1995 • hotwatercasino.com
ARTICHOKE JOE’S
(650) 589-3145 • artichokejoes.com
AVIATOR CASINO
(661) 721-7770 • theaviatorcasino.com
BANKERS CASINO
(831) 422-6666 • bankerscasino.net
BARONA RESORT
(619) 443-2300 • barona.com

Sunday-Friday ($50 w/$20 rebuys, 11a); Saturday ($100 w/$50 rebuys, 11a); 
Tuesday & Thursday ($75 w/$25 rebuys, 6:30p).

Splash the Pot.

Monday ($28, 11a); Tuesday ($25, 11a); Wednesday HA ($50, 6:45p); Thursday ($48, 
11a); Sunday ($49, 6:45p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; bad-beat jackpot in Omaha.

Wed. Mexican Poker ($30 w/$10 rebuys and add-on, 6p). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Tuesday $1.2K guarantee ($40, 6:30p); Saturday ($60, 10a); Sunday ($60, 10a). Progressive jackpots in hold’em and Omaha.

CALIFORNIA

Monday ($65 w/$60 rebuy & add-on, 6p); Tuesday ($45 w/$40 rebuy & add-on, 6p); 
Saturday ($55, 11a).

Progressive bad-beat jackpot; progressive royal flush jackpot; Aces Cracked.

BREMENTMARK@GMAIL.COM
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Tue. ($10, 7p); Wed. ($40, 7p); Fri. ($10, 9p); Sat. ($40, 3p); 1st Sun. of month 
freeroll (3p); 2nd-last Sun. ($40, 3p).

$5K Bad Beat Bonus (daily).

OAKLAWN PARK RACING AND GAMING
(501) 623-4411 • oaklawn.com
SOUTHLAND PARK GAMING AND RACING
(870) 735-3670 • southlandpark.com



* SNG = single-table tournaments; all tournaments are no-limit hold’em unless noted. Poker room managers email roth@anteupmagazine.com

CALIFORNIA

BAY 101 CASINO
(408) 451-8888 • bay101.com
BICYCLE CASINO
(562) 806-4646 • thebike.com
CACHE CREEK CASINO
(530) 796-3118 • cachecreek.com
CALIFORNIA GRAND CASINO
(925) 685-8397 • calgrandcasino.com 
CAPITOL CASINO
(916) 446-0700  • capitol-casino.com 
CASINO M8TRIX
(408) 645-0083 • casinom8trix.com 
CHUKCHANSI GOLD RESORT & CASINO
(866) 794-6946 • chukchansigold.com
CHUMASH CASINO RESORT
(805) 686-1968 • chumashcasino.com
CLUB ONE CASINO
(559) 497-3000 • clubonecasino.com
COMMERCE CASINO
(323) 721-2100 • commercecasino.com 
ELK VALLEY CASINO
(707) 464-1020 • elkvalleycasino.com 
FOLSOM LAKE BOWL SPORTS BAR & CASINO
(916) 983-4411 • folsomlakebowl.com 
GARDENS CASINO
(562) 860-5887 • thegardenscasino.com 
GOLDEN WEST CASINO
(661) 324-6936 • goldenwestcasino.net
GRATON RESORT & CASINO
(707) 588-7100 • gratonresortcasino.com
HARRAH’S RESORT SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA
(760) 751-3100 • harrahsrincon.com
HOLLYWOOD PARK
(310) 330-2800 • playhpc.com
HUSTLER CASINO
(310) 719-9800 • hustlercasinola.com
JACKSON RANCHERIA CASINO RESORT
(209) 223-1677 • jacksoncasino.com

(Continued)

Wed. ($55 w/$50 rebuys, 6p); Fri. KO ($55, 6:30p); Sat. $500 added ($55 w/$50 
rebuy, noon); Sun. KO ($135, noon).

$5K bad-beat jackpot; high hand (Mon.-Sun.); Aces Cracked (Mon.-Fri.).

Monday-Thursday ($125, 9:30a); Friday ($180, 9:30a); Saturday ($230, 9a); Sunday 
($180, 9a).

No jackpots.

M-F, noon; T & W, Quantum, 5p & 6:30p, F, 4p, 5:30p & 7p, Sa, noon, 2p & 4p & Su, 
noon, 1:30p & 3p); M & Th, 5p; Mexican Poker (Th, 8p); Th-Sa, 10p.

Numerous jackpots (call for details); CPPT V, July 1-13; WPT Legends of Poker, July 
28-Aug. 31. See ad on Page 39 for Legends of Poker series.

Tuesday & Thursday ($160, 7p) w/$2.5K to first place (minimum 60 players). No jackpots.

Monday & Tuesday ($20). Aces Cracked.

Mon.-Fri. ($30, 10a); 1st Sat. ($100, 11a); 2nd Sat. ($220, 11a); 3rd & 4th Sat. $3K 
guar. ($60, 11a); Sun. $3K guar. ($60, 11a).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em and Omaha.

M-F ($40, 10:15a); Mon. ($10 w/rbs, 7p); T ($60, 7p); Wed. ($50, 7p); Th. ($40, 7p); 
Fri. ($150, 7:15p); Sat. $6.5K guar. ($120, 1:15p); Sun. $3K guar. KO ($100, 1:15p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Mon.-Sat. ($20-$40, 10:15a); Mon.-Fri. ($60-$70, 7:15p); Sat. O/8 ($20, 10:15a); 
Sun. $5K guar. ($75, 1:15p).

Royal Flush Progressive Jackpot.

Call for information. Call for information.

Monday ($45, 6:15p); Wednesday ($80, 6:15p); Friday ($45, 10:15a); Saturday ($65, 
12:15p); Sunday KO ($65, 2:15p).

Mega and Omaha jackpots.

Saturday & Sunday $1.75K guarantee ($40, noon); Friday & Sunday $1.75K 
guarantee ($40, 8p); Saturday $2.5K guarantee ($55, 8p).

Bonus Wheel; High Hand of the Hour; Pay for Play pays $5/hour; monthly cash 
drawings.

Daily ($30-$150); Mon.-Fri. (1p & 6:45p); Sat. (10a & 1p); Sun. (2:15a & 1p). Daily jackpots; high hand; Aces Cracked.

Daily ($60); Mon.-Fri. (noon & 7p); Sat. (noon & 7p); Sat. Big O ($60, 3p); Free Rollin’ 
Summer Series runs until Aug. 19.

$100K Cash Drawings; Aces Cracked.

Sunday ($50, 10:30a) w/$500 added to the prize pool. Progressive bad-beat double jackpot in hold’em.

Mon.-Tue. ($150, 7p); Wed. ($185, 7p); Thurs. KO ($185, 7p); Fri. ($100 w/$70 add-
on, 7p); Sun. ($250, 3p); Grand Slam of Poker, July 13-28.

Progressive bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Wednesday ($35 w/$15 rebuy, 2K chips, 6:30p); Saturday $1K guarantee (7p). Players get paid $120 for a $100 buy-in (Fri.).

Mon., Wed. & Fri. ($60, 10a); Mon. KO ($150, 6:30p); Tue. & Thurs. ($35, 10a); Sun. 
KO ($140, 10a); 3rd Sat. of month ($550).

Progressive Bad-Beat Jackpot.

Mon. ($10 w/rebuys, 6p); Tue. O/8 ($40, 6p); Wed. ($30, 6p); Thurs. ($20, 6p); Fri. 
freeroll ($10 rebuys, 6p); Sat. $3K guar. ($80, 4p); Sun. ($60, 4p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em. See ad on Page 12.
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LOCATION TOURNAMENTS/SPECIAL EVENTS JACKPOTS/PROMOTIONS 

M KO ($60, 7p); T O/8 ($40, 11a) & ($50, 7:30p); W ($30, 11a) & ($50, 7:30p); Th CP 
($30, 11a) & ($40, 7:30p); F ($60, 11a); Sat. KO ($60, 11a); 2nd Sun. $5K ($220, 1p).

$20K bad-beat jackpot.
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CONNECTICUT
Mon.-Thurs. ($80-$160, 10a); Fri. 10K guar. ($160, 6p); Sat. $25K guar. ($300, 11a). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is quad eights in hold’em and quad deuces in stud; 

High Hand Frenzy with $500 paid every 30 minutes.
Daily ($50-$150); Mon.-Thurs. (10a, 2p & 7p); Fri. (11a & 2p); Sat. (11a); Sun. (11a & 
5p); Summer Showdown, July 26-30. See ad on Page 31.

High hands pay up to $600. 

FOXWOODS RESORT CASINO
(800) 369-9663 • foxwoods.com
MOHEGAN SUN CASINO
(860) 862-8000 • mohegansun.com 

CALIFORNIA (Continued)
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Mon.-Fri. ($45 w/$20 rebuys and add-on, 11a); Tue. & Sun. ($100, 7p); Sat. & Sun. 
($100, 11a); Mon.-Thurs. ($45 w/$20 rebuys and add-on, 7p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em and Omaha; Aces Cracked.

No tournaments. Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Mon.-Thurs. & Sat. ($20 w/rebuys, 10a); Thurs. $2.5K guar. ($60, 6:40p); Fri. KO ($30 
w/$10 bounties, 10a); Sun. $5K guar. ($60 w/$25 rebuys, 2p).

Bad-beat jackpots in hold’em, Omaha and stud.

Monday ($40, 7:20p); Tuesday ($25, 10:20a); Thursday ($25, 10:20a & $45, 7:20p); 
Saturday ($25, 10:20a); Sunday (freeroll, 1p).

Progressive jackpots.

Monday & Wednesday-Saturday ($65 w/$50 rebuy, 9:30a); Tuesday ($200, 9:30a); 
Sunday ($250, 9:30a).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is $100K and Omaha & stud; Aces Cracked.

Mon.- Fri. ($55, 10a); Tue. & Thurs. ($75, 6:30p); Sat. $10K guar. ($130, 11a); last 
Sun. $40K guar. ($350, 11a).

Rack Attack; Aces Cracked. See ad on Page 13.

Friday $3K guarantee ($40, 7p); Saturday $2.5K guar. ($40, 5p); Sunday $1.5K 
guarantee ($15 or $10 w/players card, 1p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em, Omaha and stud.

Mon. KO ($150, 6:15p); Wed. ($185, 6:15p); Sat. ($130, 11a); Sun. ($235, 1p); 1st 
Sat. of month ($340, 11a).

Progressive bad-beat jackpot in hold’em, Omaha, and stud.

Call for information. Call for information.

Thurs. $1.2K guar. ($55, 7:15p); Fri. $2K guar. ($40, 7:15p); Red White & Blue River 
Card Championship, July 6-9.

$100 Hourly High Hand (Mon. & Wed., 10a-7p).

Mon. ($45, 10a); Tue. ($45, 10a); Wed. ($45, 10a); Thurs. $4K guar. ($50, 10a); Fri. 
$4K guar. ($50, 10a & 7p); Sat. $10K guar. ($80, 11a); Sun. $4.5K guar. ($50, 10a).

Jackpots in hold’em and Omaha.

Monthly $24K tournament (qualify by playing live events). Double jackpots; Money Wheel.

Mon. ($40, 10a & 6:15p); Tue. ($60, 10a & $80, 6:15p); 1st & 3rd Wed. ($100, 6:15p); 
Thurs. ($60, 10a & 6:15p); Fri.-Sun. ($60, 10a); 2nd & 4th Sat. ($100, 10a).

Bad-beat jackpot; Royal Flush Progressive Jackpot; straight flush, quads and high-
hand bonuses.

Mon. ($55, 11a & $80, 7p); Tue. ($25, 11:45a & $70, 7p); Wed. ($130, 11:45a); Thurs. 
KO ($70, 7p); Sat. ($130, 11a); Sun. ($100, 11a & $55, 5p).

No jackpots.

Tue. ($25 w/$20 rebuys and add-on, 10a & $90); Thurs. $2K guar. ($65, 10a); Sat. 
$3K guar. ($60 w/$10 add-on, 11a); Sun. ($20 w/$20 add-on, 11a).

Bad-beat jackpots in hold’em and Omaha.

Daily ($25 w/$20 rebuy and add-on, 10a). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

No tournaments. Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

COLORADO
No tournaments. Mini descending bad-beat jackpot.

Daily ($40, 10a); Mon.-Thurs. ($80, noon); Fri. & Sun. ($200, noon); Sat. ($300, 
noon); Sun., Mon.-Thurs. ($60, 7p); Fri. & Sat. ($140, 7p); HPT, July 5-17.

High hands can pay $50/hour and $100/hour; Friday pays $500 (5p-10p) & Saturday 
pays $600 (noon-10p).

No tournaments. Ask about three-tiered bad-beat jackpots in hold’em; $50 for quads, $200 for 
straight flushes, and $2500 for royal flushes. $100 Aces Cracked (Sun.-Thurs.).

Friday ($60, 7p); Saturday ($60, 2p). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

AMERISTAR BLACK HAWK
(720) 946-4108 • ameristar.com/Black_Hawk.aspx
GOLDEN GATES CASINO
(303) 582-5600 • goldencasinogroup.com
ISLE CASINO BLACK HAWK
(303) 998-7777 • black-hawk.isleofcapricasinos.com
LADY LUCK CASINO
(303) 582-2141 • isleofcapricasinos.com
MIDNIGHT ROSE HOTEL & CASINO
(719) 689-2446 • triplecrowncasinos.com
SKY UTE CASINO RESORT
(970) 563-7777 • skyutecasino.com

Monday ($40, 7p); Thursday ($50, 7p); Saturday ($120, noon); 1st Saturday of 
month ($210, noon).

Player comps pay $1/hour; Splash the Pot pays $50 (Mon. & Thurs.); high hands 
(Fri.).

Friday ($100, 4p); 2nd & 4th Saturday ($40, 12:30p); 2nd & 4th Sunday ($110, 2p). Bad-beat jackpot and mini bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

No tournaments. Bad-beat in HE (aces full) & Omaha (quad eights); PLO (Wed., 2p); high hand and buy-
in bargain for HE and Omaha/Big O w/free meal; Aces Cracked; royal flush bonus in HE.

Tue. ($20, 11a); Wed. ($25, 6p); Thurs. ($40, 6p); Fri. freeroll (6p); Sat. ($25, 11a); 
Sun. freeroll (noon); 1st Sat. of month ($120, 3p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em and Omaha; progressive royal-flush jackpot.

No tournaments. $5K Mini Bad Beat Jackpot.

Mon. KO ($60, 7:15p); Tue. ($50, 7:15p); Wed. KO ($60, 7:15p); Fri. ($50, 11:15a); 
Sat. KO ($60, 11:15a). See ad Page 45.

Aces Cracked; progressive bad-beat jackpot; high hands.

LAKE ELSINORE CASINO
(951) 674-3101 • lercasino.com
LIMELIGHT CASINO
(916) 446-2208 • limelightcardroom.com 
LIVERMORE CASINO
(925) 447-1702 • livermorecasino.net
LUCKY CHANCES CASINO
(650) 758-2237 • luckychances.com
LUCKY LADY CASINO
(619) 287-6690 • luckyladycardroom.com 
MORONGO CASINO
(888) 667-6646 • morongocasinoresort.com
NORMANDIE CASINO
(310) 352-3400 • normandiecasino.com
OAKS CARD CLUB
(510) 653-4456 • oakscardclub.com
OCEAN’S 11 CASINO
(760) 439-6988 • oceans11.com
PALA CASINO
(760) 510-5100 • palacasino.com
PARK WEST CASINO CORDOVA
(916) 296-7477 • cordovacasino.com 
PARK WEST CASINO LODI
(209) 334-9777 • thelodicasino.com 
PARK WEST CASINO SONOMA
(707) 795-6121 • the101casino.com/casino
PASO ROBLES CENTRAL COAST CASINO
(805) 226-0500 • pasoroblescasino.com
PECHANGA RESORT
(951) 693-1819 • pechanga.com
PLAYERS CASINO VENTURA
(805) 643-1392 • pcventura.com 
RANCHO’S CLUB
(916) 361-9186 • ranchosclub.com 
RED HAWK CASINO
(530) 677-2580 • redhawkcasino.com 
SAN MANUEL CASINO
(800) 359-2464 • sanmanuel.com 
STONES GAMBLING HALL
(916) 735-8440 • stonesgamblinghall.com 
SYCUAN CASINO
(619) 445-6002 • sycuan.com
TACHI PALACE CASINO
(559) 924-7751 • tachipalace.com
THUNDER VALLEY CASINO RESORT
(916) 408-7777 • thundervalleyresort.com
TURLOCK POKER ROOM
(209) 668-1010 • turlockpoker.com 
WIN-RIVER RESORT & CASINO
(530) 243-3377 • winrivercasino.com

Daily (9a); M ($20, 6p); T KO ($25, 6p); W Omaha ($20, noon & 6p); Th KO ($25, 9a & $40, 
5p); F ($25, 9a & $85, 5p); Sa ($20, noon); Su Omaha ($45, 11a) & sats ($125, 4:30p).

Progressive bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; royal flush progressive jackpot; Mexican 
Poker $100 high hand (Thurs.-Sun.).

Mon.-Fri. ($60, 11a); Mon. ($25 w/$10 rebuys, 7p); Wed. Omaha/8/PLO8/HORSE 
($60, 7p); Fri. ($160, 6p); Sat. ($100, 11a); Sat. ($60, 7p); Sun. KO ($100, 7p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em and Omaha; high hands; Ante Up World Championship, 
July 20-Aug.6. See the ad on Pages 2-3.

Mon.-Sun. ($30 w/rbs, 10a); Mon.-Wed. qualifiers ($60, 6:30p); Thurs.-Fri. KO ($60 
w/$10 bounties, 6:30p); Sat. KO ($60 w/bounties, 6p); Sun. ($70 w/$50 rbs, 6p).

Progressive jackpots in hold’em and Omaha.

LOCATION TOURNAMENTS/SPECIAL EVENTS JACKPOTS/PROMOTIONS 

DELAWARE
DELAWARE PARK
(302) 355-1050 • delawarepark.com
DOVER DOWNS HOTEL & CASINO
(302) 674-4600 • doverdowns.com 
HARRINGTON RACEWAY
(888) 887-5687 • harringtonraceway.com

Tuesday & Thursday ($60, 11a); Wednesday Omaha NL ($60, 11a); Saturday ($60 w/
rebuy and add-on, 11a); Sunday KO ($60, 1p).

High hands; Aces Cracked.

Daily ($45-$100); Mon.-Wed (noon & 7p); Thurs. (noon & 7p); Fri. (noon, 7p & 10p); 
Sat. (9a, noon, 7p & 10p); Sun. (9a, noon, 3p & 7p).

Hourly high hands.

Daily at 11:15a & 7:15p; Mon. ($35 & $25); Tue.-Fri. & Sun. ($35 & $35); Sat. ($55 
& $35).

High hands (daily); Hot Seats; Bad Beat Hands; royals pay up to $900 with cash 
wheel.

Monday $1K Madness ($20, 5p); Tuesday $2K deepstack ($75, 5p); Wednesday $1K 
Stack Attack ($20, 5p); Sunday $1K guarantee deepstack ($55, 4p).

Progressive straight flushes.

* SNG = single-table tournaments; all tournaments are no-limit hold’em unless noted. Poker room managers email roth@anteupmagazine.com

Indicates this property is hosting an Ante Up event. To host an event, contact Scott Long at (727) 331-4335.



* SNG = single-table tournaments; all tournaments are no-limit hold’em unless noted. Poker room managers email roth@anteupmagazine.com
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FLORIDA

Tuesday ($50, 7p); Sunday ($50, noon). Bad-beat jackpots in hold’em.

Daily $40-$155 (noon & 7p). Bad-beat jackpots in hold’em (uncapped); $500 high hand every 15 min. (select 
days/hours).

Mon. ($60, 7p); Wed. turbo ($70, 7p); Fri. ($60, 7p); last Fri. of month PLO ($70, 
11a); Sun. ($75, 1p); 1st Sat. of month ($130, noon). See ad below.

Straight flush plays $150; royals pay $500.

Daily (7p); Mon., Wed. & Thurs. $1.5K guar.; Tue. shootout $1.5K guar.; Fri. & Sun. 
shootout 2.5K guar.; Sat. $2.5K guar.; Sun. freeroll (1p).

High-hand jackpot.

Mon. ($80, 11a & $20, 7p); Wed. (freeroll, 10a & $100, 7p); Thurs. ($20, 11a & $160, 
7p); Fri. ($130, 7p); Sat. ($100, 11a & $75, 7p); Sun. ($70, 11a).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em and Omaha; high hands; Florida State Poker 
Championships, July 5-31.

Monday $1.5K guarantee ($80, 8p); Thursday $1K guarantee ($50, 2p). Big Slick Red Royal pays $20K plus $500 table share; high hands.

Wednesday $2.5K guar. (7p); Friday & Saturday $2K guarantee ($60, 7p).
 

Earn cash toward free play up to $3/hour. See ad on Page 49.

M ($65, 3p); T ($65, 3p); W ($35, 1p, $65, 3p, $120, 7p); Th ($65, 3p, 7p/8p); F 
($140, 7p); Sa ($65, 10a, & $125, 7p); Su ($65, 5p); 1st Su $10K guar. ($90, 1:10p).

High hands.

Daily ($20-$340) at 9a, 1p & 6p. Player Rewards Program.

$7.5K guarantee, July 14 ($110); $40K guarantee MegaStack, July 28-29 ($280). Bad-beat jackpot is quad deuces.

Monday ($65, 6p); Wednesday ($65, 6p); Friday ($35, 7p); Saturday ($110-$130, 
3p); Sunday ($50, 4p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em pays minimum of $85K.

Daily (7p); M $1.5K guar. ($70); T $1.5K guar. ($90); W $1.5K guar. PLO ($30 w/$10 
rbs); Th $3K guar. ($110); F $2.5K guar. ($70); Sat. ($50 w/$10 rbs); Sun. ($70).

High hands pay $500/half hour; royals pay $1K. See ad on Page 55.

Daily at noon and 7p (buy-ins vary); 1st & 3rd Sat. KO ($290, noon). See ad on 
Page 7. 

Big Slick Royal pays minimum of $10K; all other royals pay $500; $500 high hand 
every half hour (Sat., 6p-1:30a).

Tuesday & Thursday freeroll (7p); Saturday Crazy Pineapple freeroll (2p); Sunday 
freeroll (2p).

High hands; Splash the Pot.

Monday ($45, 7p); Tuesday ($35, 7p); Wednesday ($55, 7p); Thursday Omaha ($55, 
7p); Friday ($80, 7p); Saturday ($55, 5p); Sunday ($55, 4p).

High hands; quads and straight flush.

Monday $5K guarantee ($75, 7p); Wednesday $10K guarantee ($100, 6p). High hands.

Monday $6K guarantee ($130, 7p); Friday $10K guarantee ($150, 6p). Numerous jackpots and promotions.

LOCATION TOURNAMENTS/SPECIAL EVENTS JACKPOTS/PROMOTIONS 

Variety of live play including hold’em, stud, Omaha and Crazy Pineapple. High hand jackpot in hold’em.

No tournaments. $100K Bad-Beat High Hand Bonus; high hands.

BESTBET JACKSONVILLE
(904) 646-0002 • bestbetjax.com
BESTBET ORANGE PARK
(904) 646-0002 • bestbetjax.com
CASINO AT DANIA BEACH
(954) 920-1511 • casinodaniabeach.com
CREEK ENTERTAINMENT GRETNA
 (850) 875-6930 • creekentertainment.com 
DAYTONA BEACH RACING AND CARD CLUB
(386) 252-6484 • daytonagreyhound.com/pokerroom
DERBY LANE
(727) 812-3339 x7 • derbylanepoker.com
EBRO GREYHOUND PARK
(850) 234-3943 • goebro.com
FT. PIERCE JAI-ALAI & POKER
(772) 464-7500 • jaialai.net/poker.php
GULFSTREAM PARK
(954) 457-6336 • gulfstreampark.com
HIALEAH PARK CASINO
(305) 885-8000 • hialeahparkcasino.com
ISLE CASINO AT POMPANO PARK
(954) 972-2000 x5123 • theislepompanopark.com
MAGIC CITY CASINO
(305) 649-3000 • flaglerdogs.com 
MARDI GRAS CASINO
(877) 557-5687 x3167 • playmardigras.com 
MELBOURNE GREYHOUND PARK
(321) 259-9800 • mgpark.com 
MICCOSUKEE RESORT & GAMING
 (877) 242-6464 • miccosukee.com
NAPLES-FT. MYERS GREYHOUND TRACK
 (239) 992-2411 • naplesfortmyersdogs.com
OCALA GAINESVILLE POKER
(352) 591-2345 • ocalagainesvillepoker.com
ORANGE CITY RACING & CARD CLUB
orangecitypoker.com
OXFORD DOWNS
(352) 347-2273 • betoxford.com
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KANSAS
BOOT HILL CASINO
(877) 906-0777 • boothillcasino.com

No tournaments. Hold’em and Omaha/8 games spread on live tables.

Tuesday ($100, 7:00p); Wednesday ($45, noon); Friday ($45, noon); Sunday ($85, 
2p).

Progressive bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Mon. ($65, 11:15a); Tue. ($65, 7:15p); Thurs. ($65, 11:15a) & KO ($85, 7:15p); Sun. 
($125, 11:15a); Sat. ($125, 11:15a); last Sun. of month ($235, 11:15a).

Monthly $15K freeroll; bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; high hands in hold’em.HOLLYWOOD CASINO
(913) 288-9300 • hollywoodcasinokansas.com 
KANSAS STAR CASINO
(316) 719-5000 • kansasstarcasino.com 
PRAIRIE BAND CASINO
(785) 966-7777 • pbpgaming.com

FLORIDA (Continued)

Daily at 1p & 6:30p ($40-$120). Sun. ($120, 1p & $60, 5p). Quads, straight flushes and royals all pay bonuses.

M ($130, 6p); T ($60, noon & $80, 6p); W O/8 ($110, noon) & ($130, 6p); Th ($60, noon 
& $100, 6p); F ($80, noon) & HA ($100, 6p); Sa ($100, 6p); Su ($80, noon & 6p).

High hands (daily).

Monday-Friday ($100-$300, 11a & 6p); Saturday ($100-$200, 11a & 4p); Sunday 
(varies, 11a & 6p).

High hands.

M ($70, 11a & $150, 7p); T ($70, 11a & $125, 7p); W ($150, 11a & $230, 6p); Th ($110, 
11a & $230, 6p); F ($125, 11a & $230, 6p); Sa ($150, 11a); Su ($110, noon).

High hands (Mon.-Thurs.); Hot Seats (Fri.-Sun.); Summer Little Slick Series, July 
16-21.

Tuesday-Thursday ($60, 7p); Saturday Green Chip Bounty ($140, 7p); Sunday 
deepstack ($115, 4p).

$50 Splash Pots every day, every hour, every table from open-8p; high hands pay 
$100 every hour from 8p-2a (Sun.-Thurs.) & 8p-6a (Fri.-Sat.).

Daily, ranging from $25-$225 w/guaranteed prize pools from $1K-$10K. See ad 
on Page 37.

Early bird; carry over high hands payout starts with a minimum qualifier of aces full; 
quads and higher hands win cash (daily).

PALM BEACH KENNEL CLUB
(561) 683-2222 • pbkennelclub.com
PENSACOLA GREYHOUND TRACK
(850) 455-8595 • pensacolagreyhoundtrack.com 
SARASOTA KENNEL CLUB
(941) 355-7744 x1054 • skcpoker.com
SEMINOLE CASINO COCONUT CREEK
(866) 222-7466 • seminolecoconutcreekcasino.com
SEMINOLE HARD ROCK HOLLYWOOD
(866) 502-7529 • seminolehardrockhollywood.com
SEMINOLE HARD ROCK TAMPA
(866) 502-7529 • seminolehardrocktampa.com
SEMINOLE CASINO IMMOKALEE
(866) 222-7466 • theseminolecasino.com
TAMPA BAY DOWNS
(813) 298-1798 • tampabaydowns.com
TGT POKER & RACEBOOK
(813) 932-4313 • tgtpoker.com

Mon. ($50, 7p); Tue. ($50, 7p); Wed. ($40, 7p); Thurs. ($50, 7p); Fri. ($55, 7:30p); 
Sat. ($55, 7:30p); Sun. ($35, 7p).

High hands.

IOWA
Tue. ($45, 7p); Thurs. ($65, 7p); Fri. turbo ($30, 2p); Sat. ($45, 2p); Sun. ($65, 2p); 
2nd & last Sat. of the month ($160, 2p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em and was $250K-plus at press time; straight-flush 
jackpot.

Monday, Omaha/8 ($40, 6p); Wednesday ($40, 1p); Thursday ($40, 6p); Saturday 
($60, noon); Sunday ($100, 1p).

High hands.

Mon., Wed. ($65, 10a); Tue. ($65, 7p); Thurs. KO ($100, 7p); Sat. ($150/$250, 10a); 
Sun. ($50, 10a & 2p).

Win $500 for a steel wheel in Omaha/8; 10 progressive straight flushes in hold’em.

DIAMOND JO CASINO NORTHWOOD
(641) 323-7777 • diamondjo.com
GRAND FALLS CASINO
(712) 777-7777 • grandfallscasinoresort.com
HORSESHOE COUNCIL BLUFFS
(877) 771-7463 • horseshoecouncilbluffs.com
MESKWAKI CASINO
(641) 484-2108 • meskwaki.com
PRAIRIE MEADOWS CASINO
(515) 967-8543 • prairiemeadows.com
Q CASINO
(563) 585-2964 • qcasinoandhotel.com 
RHYTHM CITY CASINO
(563) 328-8000 • rhythmcitycasino.com 
RIVERSIDE CASINO
(319) 648-1234 • riversidecasinoandresort.com
WINNAVEGAS
(712) 428-9466 • winnavegas.biz

Tuesday ($20 w/rebuys, 7p); Wednesday Omaha ($20, 7p); Thursday ($30 w/re-
entry, 7p); Saturday & Sunday ($30, 1p); Iowa State Championship, July 28-30.

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Thursday ($55, 6p); Friday ($40, 3p); Sunday ($80, 1p). Straight and royal flush progressive jackpot in hold’em, Omaha and stud.

Mon. Omaha/8 ($30, 11a); Tue. ($25, 7p); Thurs. ($30, 6p); Fri. Big O($30, 11a); Sat. 
($30, 1p); Sun. ($50, 2p); last Sat. of month ($100, 1p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em and Omaha.

Tuesday ($30, noon); Wednesday ($30, 7p); Sunday ($60, noon). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Tuesday & Wednesday $500 guarantee ($50, 7p); Friday ($25, 7p); first Sat. ($125, 
2p); Sun. $400 freeroll (noon).

Tournament bad-beat jackpot.

Thursday $2K guarantee ($125-$140, 7p); Saturday ($125-$140, noon); call about 
Sunday events.

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Wednesday ($120 w/rebuys, 8K chips, 1p). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em. 

ILLINOIS

Thursday $2K guarantee ($125, 7p); Saturday varies ($125, noon).
 

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; $40K freeroll; Splash the Pot (Sun.-Tue.).

Wednesday ($100, 12:30p); Sunday ($150, 12:30p). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; high hand (daily).

Sunday ($125, 11a). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Mon. ($40, 7p); Tue. turbo ($40, 7p); Wed. ($40, 7p); Sun. ($100, 1p). Progressive bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Daily ($40, 2p), ($70, 4:30p), ($40, 6:30p) & ($125, 8p). Select quads and hourly drawings win cash.

GRAND VICTORIA ELGIN  
(847) 531-7753 • grandvictoria-elgin.com 
HARRAH’S JOLIET   
(815) 740-7480 • harrahsjoliet.com 
HOLLYWOOD CASINO AURORA   
(630) 801-7471 • hollywoodcasinoaurora.com
HOLLYWOOD CASINO JOLIET  
(815) 927-2175 • hollywoodcasinojoliet.com 
JUMER’S CASINO & HOTEL
(309) 756-4600 • jumerscri.com
PAR-A-DICE HOTEL CASINO
(309) 698-6693 • paradicecasino.com
ROCKFORD CHARITABLE GAMES
(800) 965-7852 • rcgpoker.com

Mon. ($125, 6:15p); Tue. ($40 w/rebuys, 6:15p); Wed. ($60, 6:15p); Thurs. ($40 w/
rebuys, 6:15p); Sat. & Sun. ($80, 12:15p).

Progressive bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

INDIANA

Friday & Saturday $5K guarantee KO (7:15p); last Saturday $10K guarantee ($150, 
4:15p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Call for information. Call for information.

Thurs. ($40, 12:15p) & ($65, 7:15p); Fri. ($65, 12:15p & 7:15p) & ($40, mid.); Sat. 
($40, 11:15a) & ($65, 7:15p); Sun. ($40, 11:15a) & ($65, 5:15p).

Splash the Pot. 

Tue. ($85, 7p); Thurs. ($120, 7p); Fri. ($90, noon) & ($130, 7p); Sat. ($90, noon) & 
($110, 7p); Sun. ($180, 3p); 1st Sun. seniors ($150, noon); 2nd Sat. $10K guar. (5p).

$100 hourly drawings.

BELTERRA CASINO RESORT
(812) 427-7777 • belterracasino.com 
BLUE CHIP
(219) 861-4820 • bluechipcasino.com 
HOLLYWOOD CASINO LAWRENCEBURG
(812) 539-8000 • www.hollywoodindiana.com
HORSESHOE HAMMOND
(219) 473-6065 • horseshoehammond.com
HORSESHOE SOUTHERN INDIANA
(812) 969-6000 • horseshoe-indiana.com
MAJESTIC STAR II
(219) 977-7777 x7444 • majesticstarcasino.com
TROPICANA EVANSVILLE
(812) 433-4000 • tropevansville.com

Wednesday ($50, noon). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Mon. ($51, noon); Tue. ($50, noon & $80, 7p); Wed. ($61, noon & $80, 7p); Thurs. 
($50, noon); Fri. ($60, mid.); Sat. ($80, noon); Sun. ($81, 3p).

Bad-beat jackpots in no-limit and limit hold’em; tournament bad-beat jackpot.

Open 24/7 based on demand. Call for details.
 

High hands.

* SNG = single-table tournaments; all tournaments are no-limit hold’em unless noted. Poker room managers email roth@anteupmagazine.com

M ($70, 12:15 & 6:30p); T & Th ($100, 12:15 & 6:30p); W ($100, 12:15 & 6:15p); F ($120, 
12:15) & ($30 w/rbs, 6:30); Sa ($120, 12:15) & ($5 w/rbs, 6:30); Su ($100, 12:15).

Progressive Bad Beat Jackpot.

Sun.-Mon. ($60, 7p); Wed. ($120, 7p); T & Th $10K sat. ($60, 7p) & Sun. ($60, 1p); 
Fri. $2K guar. ($60, 7p); Sat. $2K guar. ($60, 7p); 2nd Sat. $10K guar. ($270, 1p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em. See ad on facing page.

Mon. ($30, 6p, 8K chips); Wed. ($40, 6p, 8K chips); Last Sunday ($100, 1p, 12 chips). Call for information.
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MICHIGAN
Mon.-Fri. ($40, noon); Mon.-Wed. ($40, 6:30p); Thurs. PLO ($40, 6:30p); Fri. ($40, 
noon); Sat. ($80, noon); 1st and 3rd Sun. ($120, noon); 2nd & 4th Sun. ($240, noon).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.FIREKEEPERS CASINO
(269) 962-0000 • firekeeperscasino.com
GREEKTOWN HOTEL & CASINO
(313) 223-2999 • greektowncasino.com
MGM GRAND DETROIT
(313) 465-1777 • mgmgranddetroit.com 
SOARING EAGLE CASINO
(989) 775-7777 • soaringeaglecasino.com
TURTLE CREEK CASINO & HOTEL
(231) 534-8937 • turtlecreekcasino.com

Monday ($40, noon); Wednesday ($50, 7:30p); Thursday ($60, 7:30p); Saturday 
($30, 11:30a); Sunday ($40, 11:30a).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em and Omaha.

Saturday KO ($210 w/$40 bounties, 2p); Sunday KO ($110 w/$20 bounties, 2p).
.

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Monday ($40, 7p); Tuesday KO ($60, 7p); Wednesday ($40, 7p); Sunday ($100, 2p); 
first Saturday of month ($175, 1p).

Progressive bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Monday ($60, 6:30p); Tuesday ($13, 6:30p); Wednesday ($60, 6:30p); Thursday 
($60, 6:30p); Sunday ($60, 12:30p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em, Omaha and stud.

Daily at 10:30a (buy-ins vary) plus a 6:30p tourney on Wed. ($235) and Sun. ($100). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em, Omaha and stud; Aces Cracked (Tue. & Wed.). 

Daily (times and buy-ins vary, call the poker room for schedule). Bad-beat jackpots in hold’em, Omaha and stud; high hands; Aces Cracked.

MINNESOTA
CANTERBURY PARK
(952) 445-7223 • canterburypark.com
RUNNING ACES CASINO AND RACETRACK
(651) 925-4600 • runningacesharness.com
TREASURE ISLAND RESORT & CASINO
(651) 388-6300 • treasureislandcasino.com

Thurs. ($100, 6:30p); Fri. ($50, 6:30p); Sat. ($60, 12:30p); Sun. ($70, 12:30p). Aces Cracked Doubled wins up to $300; Firecracker Fridays win $500; straight 
flushes pay $50; royal flushes pay $100.

MARYLAND

LOUISIANA

Wednesday ($145, 6:30p); Thursday ($165, 6:30p); Friday ($130, 6:30p); Saturday 
($120, 11a); Sunday ($145, noon).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; royals pay $500.

Tuesday ($10, 11a); Wednesday-Thursday ($35, 7p). Aces Cracked; high hands.

Daily, including Saturday ($200, 2p). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Wednesday ($130, 11a); Saturday ($130, 11a). High hands.

Monday (varies); Wednesday ($105, noon); Thursday (6:30p). Aces Cracked and high hands pay $100.

Monday ($60, 6:30p); Wednesday KO ($70, 6:30p); Friday ($50, 7p). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Monday & Wednesday ($60, 11a); Sunday ($100, 11a). Earn player rewards for live play. Ante Up Poker Cruise giveaway. See ad on Page 
41 for details.

BOOMTOWN NEW ORLEANS
(800) 366-7711 • boomtownneworleans.com 
COUSHATTA CASINO
(800) 584-7263 • coushattacasinoresort.com 
ELDORADO CASINO SHREVEPORT
(318) 220-5274 • eldoradoshreveport.com
GOLDEN NUGGET LAKE CHARLES
337-508-7777 • goldennugget.com/lakecharles
HARRAH’S NEW ORLEANS
(504) 533-6000 • harrahsneworleans.com
HORSESHOE CASINO BOSSIER CITY
(800) 895-0711 • horseshoebossiercity.com
ISLE OF CAPRI LAKE CHARLES
(337) 430-2407 • lake-charles.isleofcapricasinos.com
JENA CHOCTAW PINES CASINO
(318) 648-7773 • jenachoctawpinescasino.com 
L’AUBERGE BATON ROUGE CASINO
(225) 215-7777 • lbatonrouge.com
L’AUBERGE DU LAC CASINO
(337) 395-7777 • ldlcasino.com
PARAGON CASINO RESORT
(800) 946-1946 • paragoncasinoresort.com

Monday ($50, 11a); Wednesday ($50, 11a); Saturday ($90, 11a). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Wednesday ($40, 7p); Sunday ($40, 2p). Bad-bead jackpot in hold’em.

HOLLYWOOD CASINO PERRYVILLE
(410) 378-8500 • hollywoodcasinoperryville.com
HORSESHOE BALTIMORE
(443) 931-4200 • caesars.com/baltimore
MARYLAND LIVE CASINO
(443) 445-2500 • marylandlivecasino.com 
MGM NATIONAL HARBOR
(301) 971-5700 • mgmnationalharbor.com

MISSOURI
Friday ($125, 7p); Saturday ($45, 2p); Sunday ($60, noon). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em and Omaha; high hands.

Mon. Survivor ($120, 7p); Wed. KO ($85 w/$25 bounty, 7p); Fri.-Sat. ($65, noon); 
Sun. KO ($85, noon); last Sat. ($160, noon); first Sun. KO ($175, noon).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Sun. ($50, 11a); Sun. & Wed. ($50, 7p); Mon. ($60, 7p); Mon. & Wed.-Fri. ($65, 11a); 
Tue. ($75, 11a & 7p); Thurs. ($65, 7p); Sat. ($120, 11a).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is quad eights or better; progressive high hands for all 
straight flushes and royals.

AMERISTAR ST. CHARLES
(636) 949-7777 • ameristar.com
AMERISTAR KANSAS CITY
(816) 414-7000 • ameristar.com
HARRAH'S NORTH KANSAS CITY
(816) 472-7777 • harrahsnkc.com
HOLLYWOOD ST. LOUIS
(314) 770-8100 • hollywoodcasinostlouis.com 

Mon.-Fri. varies (1p & 7p); Fri. ($110, 7p) & ($40, 11p); Sat. (varies, noon & 7p); Sun. 
(varies, noon & 5p).

Bad-beat jackpot; high hands; Aces Cracked; bad-beat jackpot in Omaha.

(Sun.-Fri., 9:30a); Mon. ($30, noon & $40, 7p); Tue.-Wed. ($40, 7p); Thurs. ($30, 
noon & $40, 7p); Fri. ($75, 7p); Sat. ($40, 4p & $75, 9p); Sun. ($40, 1p & $40, 6p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; high-hand jackpot.

Daily, from $65-$500, times vary so call for schedule.  See the ad on Page 29. Late night high hands pays $500 every hour paying up to $1.5K. See ad on Page 33 
for Legends series.

M & T ($75, 11a); T O/8 ($100, 7p); W ($235, 11a) & ($75, 7p); Th KO ($150, 11a & 7p); 
F ($150, 11a) & KO ($200, 7p); Sa KO ($250, 11a); Su KO ($150, 11a) & ($150, 7p).

Splash Pots; high hand; get paid for royal flush.

Thursday ($18, 1:30p); Friday ($60, 7p). Progressive bad-beat jackpot; high hands; get paid for straight and royal flush. See 
website for details on the Ante Up Poker Cruise giveaway.

Monthly freerolls. Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; high hands.

MISSISSIPPI

Call for information. Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Daily ($60, noon). Aces Cracked; High Hand of the Hour.

Monday-Thursday ($50, noon & 7p); Friday ($50, noon & $25 w/rebuys, 7p); 
Saturday $10K guarantee ($150, noon); Sunday ($90, noon). Ad Page 38.

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em, Omaha and stud. 

Monday-Thursday $1K guarantee KO ($50 w/rebuy, 7p); Saturday $2K guarantee 
($60, 2p); Sunday $2K guarantee ($60 w/rebuy, 7p).

Bad-beat jackpots in hold’em, Omaha, and tournaments; $100 Aces Cracked w/
Bonus Splash the Pot.

Daily (call for details). See ad on Page 29. Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em, Omaha and stud.

AMERISTAR CASINO VICKSBURG 
(601) 630-4999 • ameristar.com/vicksburg 
BEAU RIVAGE RESORT AND CASINO 
(228) 386-7092 • beaurivage.com
GOLDEN NUGGET BILOXI
(228) 436-7967 • goldennugget.com/biloxi
HARD ROCK BILOXI
(228) 374-7625 • hardrockbiloxi.com 
HOLLYWOOD CASINO TUNICA
(800) 871-0711 x5005 • hollywoodtunica.com
HORSESHOE CASINO TUNICA
(662) 357-5608 • horseshoetunica.com 
IP CASINO RESORT & SPA
(888) 946-2847 x8554 • ipbiloxi.com
PEARL RIVER RESORT
(601) 663-1040 • pearlriverresort.com
SCARLET PEARL RESORT & CASINO
(228) 392-1889 • scarletpearlcasino.com

Friday ($40, 7p); Saturday ($40, 2p); Sunday ($20, 2p). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em, Omaha and stud; high hands.

Monday ($35, 7p); Wednesday freeroll (6p); Thursday ($25, 6p); Friday ($50, 2p); 
Saturday ($70, noon) & ($125, 5p). See ad on Page 5 for $50K event.

Bad-beat jackpots in hold’em and Omaha; Aces Cracked; Hot Seat (Wed. & Thurs., 
3p, 5p, 7p & 9p).

Sunday $2K guarantee ($65, 4p); HPT, July 27-Aug. 6. Player comps and rewards.

Daily (Monday-Sunday, noon); satellites on Friday & Saturday (6p); $100K 
guarantee series runs Aug. 2-13.

Cash giveaways.

Monday-Thursday ($120, 11a). Royals pay $500.



NEVADA

World Series of Poker runs until July 17 w/main event starting July 8 ($10K). Royal flushes pay $500, straight flushes pay $100.

Mon.-Thurs. various games ($75, 12:05p & $100, 7:05p); Fri. ($75, 12:05p) & ($125, 
7:05p); Sat. (Omaha $75, 12:05p & 7:05p); Sun. ($75, 12:05p) & HORSE ($100, 7:05p).

Progressive bad-beat jackpot.

Daily ($80) at 10a, 1p, 4p, 7p and 10p w/$1.5K guarantee; Goliath Phamous Series 
runs until July 13.

High hands; progressive heart royal jackpot.

Mon. & Tue. ($45, 10a & 7p); last Tue. ($100, 6p); Wed. & Thurs. ($45, 10a & 7p); Fri. 
($45, 10a & $100, 6p); Sat. & Sun. ($45, 10a & 7p).

Cash bonuses.

Monday through Sunday ($50 w/$20 add-on, 7p). High hands; quads ($100), straight flush ($250) and royals ($500).

Monday-Sunday ($45, noon); Sunday-Thursday ($45, 7p); Fri. & Sat. ($45, 6p). Progressive Aces Cracked; get paid $500 for flopped quads.

Sun.-Thurs. ($23, 10a, $30 w/$10 rb, 1p & $35, 7p); Fri. ($23, 10a, $30 w/$10 rb, 1p 
& $25, 7p); Sat. ($23, 10a, $30 w/$10 rb, 1p & $55, 7p); 2nd and 4th Sat. ($105, 7p).

Amazing Aces & Best Full Houses get paid.

Mon.-Thurs. ($45-$55) at noon & 6:30p; Fri. ($45, noon); Sat. ($120, noon); Sun. 
(varies, noon, 2p & 6:30p); 2nd Sat. of month ($235, noon).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; quads ($75), straight flush ($150) and royals ($400).

M & Th ($60, 12:05p) & KO ($100, 6:35p); Tue. & Wed. ($60, 12:05p) & KO ($60, 
6:35p); F ($60, 12:05p); Sat. KO ($100, 12:05p); Sun. ($125, 12:05p) & ($60, 6:35p).

High hands; monthly freeroll; $5K freeroll for tournament players.

No tournaments. High Hand of the Hour (Mon.-Fri.).

Monday-Thursday ($65, 11a, 2p, 7p & 10p); Friday-Sunday ($120, 11a); Friday-
Saturday KO ($100, 7p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; Aces Cracked.

Monday-Sunday ($65, 11a, 3p & 10p). High Hands; Aces Cracked; Kings Cracked; High Hand of the Hour.

Daily $2K guarantee ($70, 15K chips, 11a & 7p); Sunday-Thursday ($50, 10K chips, 
2p & 10p).

Progressive Picture Pyramid; High Hand of the Hour (Monday-Friday, 5a-10a).

Daily ($40-$75) at 11a, 2p, 7p and 10p. Get Paid to Play, earn $12/hour, including food and beverage comps.

Daily at noon and other times with various buy-ins. Deep Stack Extravaganza runs until July 23; Daily events suspended during series 
events.

Wednesday & Thursday ($10, 8:30p); Friday & Saturday $1K guarantee ($50, 8:30p); 
Sunday ($50, 1p).

Progressive bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Daily; $500 guar. ($55, 5K chips, 9a); $1K guar. ($75, 8K chips, noon); $500 guar. 
($55, 5K chips, 3p); $1K guar. ($75, 8K chips, 8p).

High hands (call for details).

Monday-Thursday ($125, 1p); Monday-Sunday ($125, 7p); Friday-Sunday ($240, 
11a); Aria Summer High Roller Series runs until July 15.

No jackpots.

Daily ($40 w/$20 rebuys, 11a). EZ Way Bad Beat; daily tournament high hand pays $250; $4/hour comps (24/7); 
progressive high hands.

Daily ($200, 2p) w/shot clock structure; Bellagio Cup XIII, July 13-18. No jackpots.

Sunday-Friday ($100, 1p); nightly ($75, 7p); Saturday $10K guarantee ($160, 1p); 
Dog Days of Summer Poker Jam runs until July 4.

High hands of $50 for quads, $100 for straight flushes and $250 for royal flushes; 
Triple Pay before 1p and double pay from 5p-7p & 11p-1a; royals capped at $599.

No tournaments. $500 Omaha high hand (Sun.-Mon.).

Daily $1.5K guarantee ($100, 10a); $2.5K guarantee ($150, 2p); $2K guarantee 
($125, 6p); $2.5K guarantee ($150, 9p).

High hands; get paid for quads ($100), straight flush ($200) and royals ($500).

Daily ($40, 9a) & ($45, 1p, 5p & 8p). Aces Cracked.

Five tournaments daily w/guarantees ($60, 10a, 1p, 4p, 8p, mid.); $5K freeroll (Fri.). Get paid for quads ($50), straight flush ($100), and royals ($300).

Daily $800 guarantee ($40, 10a); Monday ($45, 6:30p); Thurs. Omaha ($45, 6:30p). Quads for Cash: All four-of-a-kind hands can win $250 (call for details).

Sunday-Friday ($25 w/$20 rebuys, 11a & 6:30p); Saturday KO ($65, 11a) & KO 
($100, 6:30p).

Aces Cracked.

Daily ($70, 11a), ($50, 3p), ($70, 7p); ($50, 10p); Sun. $5K guar. ($125, 11a); Grand 
Poker Series runs until July 3.

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; high hands.

Sunday-Thursday $500 guarantee ($65, 9a, noon, 3p, 7p & 10p); $1K guarantee; 
Friday-Saturday KO ($100, 7p).

Get paid for quads ($50), straight flush ($100) and royals ($300).

Daily ($40, 10a); Mon. & Wed. ($50, 6p); Tue. & Thurs. ($75, 6p); Fri. ($95, 6p). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Poker room open Friday-Monday (10a) and Thursday (4p). Quads pays $25, straight flush pays $100 and royals pay $250.

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday-Saturday KO ($60, 10a, 2p & 7p); Wednesday & Sunday 
($60, 10a & 2p); Wednesday & Sunday ($100, 6p). 

High hands. See the ad on Page 11. 

Daily $600 guarantee ($70, noon & 8p). Progressive royal flush; Aces Cracked (Mon.-Fri.); high hands.

LOCATION TOURNAMENTS/SPECIAL EVENTS JACKPOTS/PROMOTIONS 

W
H

E
R

E
 T

O
 P

L
A

Y
C

A
R

D
R

O
O

M
S

51

@
anteupm

agazine   |   anteupm
agazine.com

   |   JULY 2017   |   

Wednesday ($30, 7p); Thursday ($30, 7p); Friday ($75, 7p). Spin the Wheel; Aces Cracked; high hands.

* SNG = single-table tournaments; all tournaments are no-limit hold’em unless noted. Poker room managers email roth@anteupmagazine.com

Friday-Sunday ($60, 7p). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is nines full of jacks; high hands; Aces Cracked.

Thursday ($65, 1p); Sunday ($65, 4p). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Monday-Friday ($10, 11a, 2p, 6p); Saturday-Sunday ($10, 11a, 2p, 6p & 9p); 1st 
Saturday of month ($50, 4p).

High hand progressive jackpots.

ARIA
(866) 359-7111 • arialasvegas.com 
ATLANTIS CASINO RESORT SPA RENO
(800) 723-6500 • atlantiscasino.com
BALLY’S LAS VEGAS
(702) 967-4111 • ballyslasvegas.com
BELLAGIO
(702) 693-7111 • bellagio.com
BINION’S GAMBLING HALL
(702) 382-1600 • binions.com 
BOOMTOWN RENO
(775) 345-6000 • boomtownreno.com 
BOULDER STATION HOTEL & CASINO
(702) 432-7777 • boulderstation.com
CACTUS PETES RESORT CASINO
(775) 755-6471 • cactuspetes.com
CAESARS PALACE
(702) 731-7110 • caesarspalace.com 
CLUB CAL NEVA RENO
(877) 777-7303 • clubcalneva.com 
EXCALIBUR HOTEL AND CASINO
(702) 597-7777 • excalibur.com 
FLAMINGO LAS VEGAS
(702) 733-3111 • flamingolasvegas.com 
GOLDEN NUGGET LAS VEGAS
(702) 385-7111 • goldennugget.com 
GRAND SIERRA RESORT
(775) 789-2000 • grandsierraresort.com 
GREEN VALLEY RANCH
(702) 617-7777 • greenvalleyranchresort.com 
HARD ROCK LAS VEGAS
(702) 693-5000 • hardrockhotel.com 
HARRAH’S LAS VEGAS
(702) 369-5000 • harrahslasvegas.com 
HARVEYS LAKE TAHOE
(775) 588-6611 • harveystahoe.com
MANDALAY BAY
702-632-7777 • mandalaybay.com 
MGM GRAND LAS VEGAS
(702) 891-1111 • mgmgrand.com
MIRAGE
(702) 791-7111 • mirage.com 
THE ORLEANS
(702) 365-7111 • orleanscasino.com 
PALACE STATION
(702) 367-2453 • palacestation.com
PEPPERMILL RESORT CASINO
(775) 826-2121 • peppermillreno.com
PLANET HOLLYWOOD
(702) 785-5555 • planethollywoodresort.com 
RED ROCK CASINO
(702) 797-7777 • redrock.sclv.com 
RIO HOTEL & CASINO
(702) 777-7777 • riolasvegas.com 
SAM’S TOWN LAS VEGAS
(702) 456-7777 • samstownlv.com 
SANTA FE STATION CASINO
(702) 658-4900 • santafestationlasvegas.com 
SILVER LEGACY RESORT CASINO
(702) 796-7111 • southpointcasino.com
SOUTH POINT HOTEL CASINO
(702) 796-7111 • southpointcasino.com 
STRATOSPHERE CASINO, HOTEL & TOWER
(702) 944-4915 • stratospherehotel.com
SUNCOAST HOTEL & CASINO
(702) 636-7111 • suncoastcasino.com 
TREASURE ISLAND
(702) 894-7111 • treasureisland.com
VENETIAN RESORT
(702) 414-1000 • venetian.com
WENDOVER NUGGET
(775) 664-2221 • wendovernugget.com
WYNN LAS VEGAS
(702) 770-7000 • wynnlasvegas.com

Mon.-Thurs. ($140, noon); Fri. & Sun. $10K guar. ($200, noon); Sat. $25K guar. 
($225, noon); Wynn Summer Classic runs until July 16.

No promotions.

MISSOURI

ISLE CASINO CAPE GIRARDEAU
(573) 290-3017 • cape-girardeau.isleofcapricasinos.com
LUMIERE PLACE
(314) 881-7777 • lumiereplace.com

(Continued)

Daily ($40, 10a); Tuesday & Wednesday ($45, 6p). Bad beat jackpots; high hands; bonus hands for quads, straight flush and royal flush.
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M ($80, 7p & $40, 10p); T ($80, 7p & $40, 10p); W ($80, 7p & $40, 10p); Th ($80, 7p & 
$40, 10p); F ($135, 7p & $80, 10p); Sa ($580, 7p); Su ($80, 10a & 7p) & ($250, 2p). 

Player rewards for tournament players. See ad on Page 27 for WSOPC event.
NORTH CAROLINA

HARRAH’S CHEROKEE (N.C.)
(828) 497-7777 • harrahscherokee.com

OHIO

Mon.-Fri. ($60, 10:15a); Mon. ($60, 7:15p); Tues. ($60, 7:15p); Wed. KO ($75, 7:15p); 
Sat. ($130, 12:15p); Sun. ($120, 12:15p) & KO ($75, 7:15p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is quad eights.

Mon. & Thurs. $5K guar. ($75, 7:15p); Fri. $5K guar. ($140, 12:15p); Sat. $6K guar. 
survivor ($125, 12:15p); Sun. $10K guar. ($150, 12:15p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Daily at 12:15p and 7:15p (buy-ins vary), plus last Sun. $50K guar. ($500, 12:15p). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; Omaha bad-beat jackpot.

Mon.-Fri. ($75, 11:15a); Mon. ($75, 6:15p); Tue. & Thurs. ($110, 6:15p); Wed. ($150, 
6:15p); Sun. ($150, 11:15a); 1st Sat. $50K ($390, 11:15a); 2nd-5th Sat. ($75, 11:15a).

Bad-beat jackpot starts at $25K.

HOLLYWOOD COLUMBUS
(614) 308-3333 • hollywoodcolumbus.com 
HOLLYWOOD TOLEDO
(419) 661-5200 • hollywoodcasinotoledo.com
JACK CLEVELAND CASINO
(216) 297-4777 • horseshoecleveland.com
JACK CINCINNATI CASINO
(877) 975-3436 • horseshoecincinnati.com

NEW MEXICO
BUFFALO THUNDER RESORT & CASINO
(505) 455-5555 • buffalothunderresort.com
INN OF THE MOUNTAIN GODS CASINO AND RESORT
(575) 464-7777 • innofthemountaingods.com 
ISLETA RESORT & CASINO
(505) 724-3800 • hardrockcasinoabq.com
ROUTE 66 CASINO
(505) 352-7866 • rt66casino.com
SANDIA RESORT & CASINO
(505) 796-7500 • sandiacasino.com

Mon. & Wed. ($20, 2p & $25, 7p); Tue. ($25, 7p); Thurs. ($15, 7p); Fri. ($25, 2p & 
$100, 7p); Sat. ($20, 2p & $30, 7p); Sun. ($20, 2p & $25, 7p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Mon. ($30 w/rb, 6:30p); Tue. ($40 w/rb, 6:30p); Wed. ($50 w/rbs, 6:30p); Th. O/8 
($30 w/rbs, 6:30p); Fri. & Sat. ($75, 6:30p); Su. ($30 w/rbs, 5p); last Sa. ($150, 1p).

Easy Aces Mini Bad Beat; Late Night High Hands.

Friday ($120, 6p); Saturday Second Chance (freeroll, must play Friday event); 
Sunday ($75, 2p). See ad on Page 22.

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Sun.-Thurs. ($28, noon & 3p); Sun. & Wed. ($28, 7p); Mon., Tue. & Thurs. ($14, 7p); 
Fri. ($28, noon & 5p) & ($33, 8p); Sat. ($33, noon) & ($28, 5p & 8p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Monday ($55, 7p); Tuesday & Thursday KO ($75 w/$25 bounties, 7p); Sunday ($50, 
noon) & ($45, 5p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em and Omaha.

OKLAHOMA

Mon.,Wed. & Thurs. ($60, 1p & $100, 7p); Tue. ($60, 1p & 7p); Fri. ($115, 7p); Sat. 
($180, noon); Sun. ($115, 3p); WPT Choctaw, July 20-Aug. 8.

$25K bad-beat jackpot in hold’em (daily); mini bad-beat jackpot (daily); $5K Omaha 
bad-beat jackpot (daily).

Monday-Friday ($30, 2p); Tuesday & Thursday ($40, 7:30p); Wednesday ($40, 
7:30p); Saturday ($60, noon).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Tue. ($40, 7p); Wed. ($75, 7p); Fri. ($60, 7p); Sat. ($60, 2p) & ($120, 5p); Sun. crazy 
pineapple ($45, 2p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Mon. ($35, 11a & $40 w/rebuys, 7p); Tue. ($40 w/rebuys, 7p); Wed. ($50, 7p); Thurs. 
($50, 7p); Fri. ($35, 11a & $50, 6p); Sat. ($90, 4p); Sun. ($70, 4p).

Spin the Wheel Hot Seats (Mon.); Aces Cracked (Tue.-Thurs.); high hands (Tue.-
Sun.).

Sun.-Fri. ($35, 10a); Mon. ($25, 4p); Tue. ($50, 7p); Wed. ($60, 7p); Thurs. ($100, 
7p); Fri. ($70, 7p); Sat. ($125, noon) & ($60, 7p); Sun. ($80, 7p).

Progressive bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Mon.-Fri. ($40, 11a); Sat. ($90, 11a); Sun. ($115, 11a); Mon.-Wed. ($40, 7p); Thurs. 
& Sat. ($90, 7p); Sun. ($40, 7p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Daily ($50, 9:30a); Mon. ($50, 7p); Tue., Thurs. & Sun. KO ($75, 7p); Wed. seniors 
($25, 5p) & ($50, 7p); Fri. ($65, 7p); Sat. ($50, 7p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; cash drawings.

Saturday ($40, noon); room open Sunday-Thursday (noon-2a) & Friday-Saturday 
(noon-4a).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Mon. (closed); Tue. Omaha ($40, 7p); Wed. seniors ($35, 2p) & Deuces Wild ($40, 7p); 
Thurs. ($25, 7p); Fri. KO ($50, 7p); Sat. ($20, 2p & $50, 7p); Sun. crazy pineapple ($35, 3p).

High hands.

Mon.-Sun. ($25 w/rbs, 10a); Tue. ($25 w/rbs, 7p); Wed. ($50, 7p); Thurs. ($25 w/rbs, 
7p); Fri. KO ($60, 7p); Sat. KO ($60, 7p); Sun. deepstack ($75, 2p).

Earn participation points based off of the buy-in of the tournament.CHEROKEE WEST SILOAM SPRINGS
(800) 754-4111 • cherokeestarrewards.com 
CHOCTAW RESORT CASINO
(580) 920-0160 • choctawcasinos.com
COMANCHE NATION
(580) 250-3030 • comanchenationcasino.com 
COMANCHE RED RIVER HOTEL CASINO
(580) 250-3060 • comancheredrivercasino.com 
DOWNSTREAM CASINO RESORT
(918) 919-6000 • downstreamcasino.com
GRAND CASINO HOTEL & RESORT
(405) 964-7263 • firelakegrand.com
HARD ROCK TULSA
(918) 384-6648 • hardrockcasinotulsa.com 
INDIGO SKY CASINO
888-992-7591 • indigoskycasino.com
OSAGE CASINO TULSA
(877) 246-8777 • osagecasinos.com
RIVER SPIRIT CASINO
(918) 299-8518 • creeknationcasino.com 
RIVERWIND CASINO
(405) 322-6000 • riverwindcasino.com
WINSTAR WORLD CASINO
(580) 276-4229 • winstarcasinos.com

Monday-Thursday ($65, 1p & 7p); Friday ($120, 11a); Saturday ($175, 11a); Sunday 
KO ($230, 1p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

NEW JERSEY

M ($100, 11a & 7p); T ($100, 11a & 7p); W ($120, 11a & 6p); Th. ($100, 11a & $220, 
7p); Fri. ($230, noon & $120, 6p); Sat. ($120, 11a & $220, 6p); Sun. ($115, 10a).

Bad-beat jackpot is quad 10s in hold’em.

BALLY’S ATLANTIC CITY
(609) 340-2000 • ballysac.com
BORGATA HOTEL CASINO AND SPA
(609) 317-1000 • theborgata.com
GOLDEN NUGGET ATLANTIC CITY
(800) 777-8477 • goldennugget.com/atlanticcity 
HARRAH’S ATLANTIC CITY
(609) 441-5000 • harrahsresort.com
TROPICANA ATLANTIC CITY
(609) 340-4000 • tropicana.net

Wednesday & Sunday $2.5K guarantee ($65, 8:15p): Saturday $2.5K guarantee 
($65, 1:15p).

High hands.

Monday-Sunday ($50, 11:15a & 7:15p). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Daily, times and buy-ins vary, call the poker room. Last Saturday $10K guar. ($180, 
12:15p).

High hands; Splash the Pot.

Mon., Wed. & Sun. ($55, 7p); Tue. & Thurs. ($55, 7p); Fri.-Sun. ($40, 3p); Fri. & Sat. 
$5K guar. ($65, 7p).

High hands pay up to $350.

NEW HAMPSHIRE
M ($70, 5:30p); T ($50, 5:30p); W ($50 w/rb & add-on, 5:30p); Th ($80, 5:30p); F ($90, 1p 
& $80, 5:30p); Sa ($90, 1p, $70, 5p); Su ($50 w/add-on, 1p & $50 w/rb & add-on, 4p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em, Omaha and stud.

Mon. ($10, 6p); Wed. ($5, 6p); Thurs. $2K guar. ($50, 6p); Fri. ($10, 4p & $70, 6p); 
Sat. ($20, 12:30p); Sun. ($10, 1p).

Spin the Wheel.

Tuesday KO ($20 w/rebuys, 5:30p); Thursday $50/$50/$50 (5:30p). High hands.

HAMPTON FALLS 
(603) 601-2486 • hamptonfallspoker.com 
MANCHESTER POKER ROOM 
(603) 668-6591
RIVER CASINO 
(603) 249-5548 • therivercasino.com

Open Thursday-Monday (noon-2a) & Friday-Saturday (noon-4a); Thursday ($20, 
5p); Sunday ($50, noon).

Bad-beat jackpot coming soon.

NEW YORK

M ($100, 10a & 7p); T ($60, 10a & 7p); W ($100, 10a & 7p); Th ($60, 10a & 7p); F ($125, 
10a); Sa ($60, 10a & $225, 11a); Su ($75, 10a & $125, 6p); last Sa ($300, 11a).

Progressive bad-beat jackpot in hold’em (quad deuces), Omaha (quad nines) & stud 
(quad deuces); high hands; Summer Slam, July 20-30.

Room open Wed., Thurs. & Sun. (10a-3a); Fri. & Sat. (10a-5a). Progressive bad-beat jackpot in hold’em, Omaha and stud.

RIVERS CASINO & RESORT 
(518) 579-8800 • riverscasinoandresort.com 
SENECA NIAGARA 
(877) 873-6322 • senecaniagaracasino.com 
SENECA SALAMANCA 
(877) 860-5130 • senecagames.com 
TIOGA DOWNS 
(888) 946-8464 • tiogadowns.com 
TURNING STONE RESORT 
(800) 386-5366 • turningstone.com

M-Th. ($15-$105) at noon, 7p & 8p & 8:30p; Fri. ($100, noon & $105, 7p); Sat. ($95, 
11a & $155, 4p); Sun. ($90, 11a & $90, 4p); 1st Sun. ($230, 11a); 3rd Sun. ($330, 11a)

Cash giveaways; high hands (Mon.-Wed.). See ad on Page 32.

No tournaments. Bad-beat jackpot is aces full of kings; high hands.

Monday ($75, 10a) & ($100, 6:30p); Tuesday KO ($100, 10a); Wednesday ($75, 10a); 
Thursday KO ($100, 10a).

High Hand Jackpot pays six times daily.



Daily at noon and 7p, including Sat. ($325, noon & $150, 7p) and Sun. ($150, noon 
& $100, 7p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; high hands.
WEST VIRGINIA

Monday ($45, 7:30p); Wednesday ($55, 10:30a) & KO ($75, 5p); Friday ($55, 
10:30a); Sunday ($55, 2p).

High hands.

HOLLYWOOD AT CHARLES TOWN
(800) 795-7001 • ctowntables.com
MOUNTAINEER RIVER POKER ROOM
(304) 387-8458 • mountaineerpoker.com

Daily ($35, 11a); Wednesday ($55 w/$20 add-on, 6p). Daily Double Jackpot; royal flush jackpot.

Mon. ($25 w/$20 rebuys, 7p); Tue. ($40, 7p); Wed. ($45, 7p); Thurs. ($55, 7p); Fri. 
($110, 7p); Sat. KO ($35, 5p); Sun. Omaha/8 ($35, 5p).

High hands (Saturday-Sunday, noon-3p), (Monday-Wednesday, 9p-midnight) & 
(Monday-Friday, noon-4p).

Mon. ($120, 7p); Tue. ($150, 7p); Wed. & Thurs. ($65, 7p); Fri. ($35, noon); Sat. ($40 
w/rebuys, noon); 2nd Sun. of month ($215, noon).

High Hand Insanity.

Monday-Saturday $300 added ($35, 10:30a). Hot Seats; Monte Carlo Board.

WASHINGTON

M-T & Th-F ($20, 10:30a); M ($40, 7p); T KO ($80, 7p); W 5-Card Holdout ($80, 
10:30a) & ($80, 7p); Th ($150, 7p); Sat. $3K guar. ($40, 11a); Sun. ($50, 11a).

Progressive bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; high hands; $500 Coin Flips (call for 
details).

Daily $600 guarantee (10:30a); Sunday-Thursday (7p). Beginner lessons available (call for details).

SOUTH DAKOTA
CADILLAC JACK’S
(605) 578-1500 • cadillacjacksresort.com
LODGE AT DEADWOOD
(605) 571-2135 • deadwoodlodge.com
SALOON #10
(605) 578-3346 • saloon10.com
SILVERADO FRANKLIN
(605) 578-3670 • silveradocasino.com

Monday ($20, 7p); Tuesday ($20, 7p); Wednesday ($20, 7p); Thursday ($20, 7p); 
Sunday ($20, 7p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; bad-beat tournament jackpot.

Mon. ($12, 6:30p); Tue. ($23, 6:30p); Wed. ($45, 6:30p); Thurs. ($34, 6:30p); Fri. 
($34, 6:30p); Sat. ($23, 1p); Sun. ($111, 2p); last Sun. of month ($221, 2p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Wednesday ($60, 7p). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Saturday ($125, 6:30p); Sunday ($30, 3p). Spin the Wheel.

OREGON

Super Tuesday has $500 added to the prize pool ($25, 7p); Thursday Throwdown 
($45, 7p); Sunday Showdown ($120, 1p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.
TEXAS

KICKAPOO LUCKY EAGLE CASINO HOTEL
(830) 752-4545 • kickapooluckyeaglecasino.com

W
H

E
R

E
 T

O
 P

L
A

Y
C

A
R

D
R

O
O

M
S

53

@
anteupm

agazine   |   anteupm
agazine.com

   |   JULY 2017   |   

WISCONSIN
Tuesday ($55, 1p); Thursday ($55, 6:30p); Sat. ($38 w/re-entries, 3p); Sunday ($85, 
1p); 1st Sunday of month ($170, 1p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.HO-CHUNK GAMING AT WISCONSIN DELLS
(608) 356-6210  • ho-chunkgaming.com
POTAWATOMI BINGO CASINO
(414) 645-6888 • paysbig.com

No daily tournaments. MSPT, July 20-23. Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; High Hand (Tue. & Thurs., 11a-7:59p); Splash the Pot 
(Mon. & Wed., noon-4p).

PENNSYLVANIA
Daily at 11:30a & 7p; (buy-ins vary, call for details). High hands (Friday & Saturday).

Monday-Friday ($80, 11:15a); Saturday & Sunday ($120, 11:15a); Monday-Thursday 
($80, 7:15p).

Progressive bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Daily at 11:15a and 7:15p (buy-ins are $31-$96). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; progressive high-hand jackpot.

M ($30, noon & $50, 7p); T ($50, noon & 7p); W ($50, noon & $60, 7p); Th ($50, noon & 
7p); F ($50, noon & $125, 7p); Sa ($30, 11a & $75, 7p); Su ($60, 11a & $50, 7p).

High-hand jackpot (daily).

Monday ($120, 7:15p); Tuesday ($120, 7:15p); Wednesday ($80, 12:15p); Thursday 
($120, 7:15p); Saturday ($230, 12:15p); Sunday ($100, 12:15p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Daily ($50-$225); Monday-Friday (12:15p & 7:15p); Saturday (9a, 12:15p & 7:15p); 
Sunday (midnight, 2p & 7:15p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; high hands.

Thurs. ($75/$100, 7:30p); 1st Sat. KO ($75, 12:30p); 2nd Sat. turbo ($100, 12:30p); 
3rd Sat. ($230, 2:30p); Sun. ($50/$65, 12:30p).

Super high hand (Friday-Sunday, 4p-midnight).

HARRAH’S PHILADELPHIA 
(800) 480-8020 • harrahschester.com
HOLLYWOOD PENN NATIONAL
(717) 469-2211 • hcpn.com
MEADOWS CASINO
(724) 503-1200 • meadowsgaming.com
MOHEGAN SUN/POCONO DOWNS
(570) 831-2100 • mohegansunpocono.com
PARX CASINO
(215) 639-9000 • parxcasino.com 
PRESQUE ISLE DOWNS & CASINO
(814) 866-8379 • eriecasino.com 
RIVERS CASINO 
(412) 231-7777 • theriverscasino.com
SANDS CASINO BETHLEHEM
(877) SANDS-77 • sandsbethworks.com
SUGARHOUSE CASINO
(877) 477-3715 • sugarhousecasino.com

Daily ($50-$300); Monday (11a); Tuesday (7p); Wednesday (11a); Friday (11a); 
Saturday (11a); Sunday (11a).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; high hands.

Monday ($100, 7:15p); Wednesday ($100, 7:15p); Saturday ($40, 12:30p & $100, 
7:15p); Sunday ($55, 12:30p & $85, 7:15p).

High Hand Giveaway (Friday); $400 high hands (Saturday).

* SNG = single-table tournaments; all tournaments are no-limit hold’em unless noted. Poker room managers email roth@anteupmagazine.com

No tournaments. Player rewards.
RHODE ISLAND

TWIN RIVER CASINO
(401) 723-3200 • twinriver.com

Monday ($40, 6p); Friday ($100, 4p); Saturday ($95, 2p); Sunday ($80, 6p); closed 
Wednesday & Thursday.

Splash Pot; royal flushes pay $200 during tournaments.CHINOOK WINDS CASINO
(541) 996-5825 • chinookwindscasino.com
SPIRIT MOUNTAIN CASINO
(503) 879-2350 • spiritmountain.com
WILDHORSE RESORT
(541) 278-2274 • wildhorseresort.com

Mon. $350 freeroll (10:30a & 7p); Tue. stud/8 ($30, 10:30a); Wed. Omaha/8 ($30, 
10:30a); Thurs. ($40, 10:30a & 7p); Fri. $500 added ($70, noon); Sat. KO ($90, noon). 

High hand (Sunday); Wheel Spin (Saturday); Monte Carlo (Monday-Friday).

Tue. ($35, 6:30p); Thurs. ($55, 6:30p); Sat. $300 added ($110, 1p); Sun. $100 added 
($35, 1p); Summer Round-Up, July 19-23.

Rolling High Hand.

LOCATION TOURNAMENTS/SPECIAL EVENTS JACKPOTS/PROMOTIONS 

Indicates this property is hosting an Ante Up event. To host an event, contact Scott Long at (727) 331-4335.

Daily tournaments available (call for details).
 

$10K Monte Carlo.

CLEARWATER CASINO
(360) 598-8700 • clearwatercasino.com
LITTLE CREEK CASINO
(360) 427-7711 • little-creek.com
MUCKLESHOOT CASINO
(253) 804-4444 • muckleshootcasino.com
NORTHERN QUEST CASINO
(509) 242-7000 • northernquest.com
SNOQUALMIE CASINO
(425) 888-1234 • snocasino.com
TULALIP RESORT CASINO
(360) 716-6000 • tulalipresort.com
UBET CASINO
(360) 501-4328 • ubet360.com



The Ante Up PokerCast is the longest, continually running 
podcast on the planet. Tune in every Friday for news, 
strategy, advice and humor from Ante Up publishers 
Chris Cosenza and Scott Long. Subscribe for free on 

iTunes or listen directly at anteupmagazine.com.

ANTE UP POKERCAST
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Dunst Replaces Sexton At WPT
Mike Sexton is retiring as Vince Van Patten’s co-host on the World Poker Tour after 
15 years. Tony Dunst takes his place with the first event of the new season. Sex-
ton will become chairman of Party Poker.
CHRIS SAYS: Dunst is really good; very smart and really knows what he’s talk-
ing about, so he’s going to fit right in. And, of course, he wears a suit just like 
Sexton. He’s spot on, so good luck to him and good luck to Sexton. 
SCOTT SAYS: But does he have a voice like Sexton’s? At the Deep Stack Charity 
Classic, Sexton stopped to talk to a fan and he sounds exactly like he does on 
TV! Now, I know how stupid that statement sounds, because he’s not doing 
voices on TV, but he just has a unique voice.

WSOP Under Way
Daniel Negreanu 

has made an 
even-money 
bet with Ben 
Lamb that he 

will win three 
World Series of 

Poker bracelets this year.
CHRIS SAYS: I like Daniel. But I don’t 
like his bet. It’s just not going to 
happen. I would love for him to 
do it, but it’s crazy. He hasn’t won 
a bracelet in a while, and win-
ning three bracelets isn’t easy. It 
hasn’t happened since 2009. It’s 
an incredibly rare feat. I would 
have asked for way more odds 
than that.
SCOTT SAYS: Daniel never lacks for 
confidence and I mean that as 
a compliment, not a dig. He’s 
obviously a very gifted player, 
so part of me wonders whether 
this is just fun, because pros like 
to have these kinds of bets. The 
other part of me wants to believe 
that he’s feeling very good about 
this series. Every year, there’s 
some guy who has an incred-
ible run, I’d think someone with 
Daniel’s experience would know 
whether he’s in that “zone” right 
now or not. 

Can’t Eat Mcdonald’s Fast Enough
Poker pro Michael Noori failed in his quest to eat $1K worth 
of McDonald’s in 36 hours, a prop bet suggested to him by 
tournament director Matt Savage, stopping after 10 hours. 
CHRIS SAYS: You look at the McDonald’s menu and the most 
expensive thing on the menu is, what, maybe $5? You 
don’t want “value” in this bet. You don’t want to get the 
combo meal. Even if you bought a $10 salad, you’re not 
going to eat 100 salads in 36 hours!

SCOTT SAYS: It was a dollar amount, so it added a little extra strategy, right? His original 
plan was to start with 500 apple slices, which is way better than 500 burgers or fries. 
He’s no Morgan Spurlock! Ain’t going to happen! Even $100 in 36 hours would be tough 
for a normal person. Plus, you need to sleep sometime, right? And I’m going to load 
up on Ex-Lax. 

What is the “Effective Bubble?”
After Scott finished in the 90s of a charity tournament field that paid 61 places, he 
declared he “effectively bubbled” the tournament. Chris wasn’t so sure, so they asked 
the Ante Up Nation to help define the new term. Longtime listener Matt Boddorf was 
happy to oblige!

Effective Bubble
The point in a tournament at which there are slightly more play-
ers left than there are finishing positions that receive a prize.
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: The precise number that constitutes the 
effective bubble is as follows. In a standard tournament payout 
where 12 percent of the field is paid, the Effective Bubble is of-
fered to those who finish between 13-17 percent. This additional 
5 percent buffer zone is known as the “effective bubble.” 
EXAMPLE: “The clock wasn’t updated so I’m not exactly sure where I went out but it was 
a huge field. I was effectively the bubble.”
EXAMPLE 2: “Check out my Hendon Mob results I have more effective bubbles than 
anyone else in the country.”
APPLIES TO: Online and land-based venues. RELATED TERMS: Bust, ITM, chop, ICM.





Cash games • Tournaments • Party

Tampa to Cuba • Aug. 26-30* 
Galveston to Mexico • Sept. 17-24*

Ft. Lauderdale to Jamaica • Dec. 11-16 • $397*

AnteUpCruises.Com
Jeanne Cosenza • 727-742-3843

* Prices based on double-occupancy; check prices and availability

Relax ...
            Play poker ...
                                 Repeat.


