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Help us restock

110,776.
That’s the number of people all across North America who
had a meal who otherwise wouldn’t have without the support
of the poker venues and poker players who have participated
in our Restock the Shelves charity food bank initiative over the
past two years.
We and our partner in this endeavor, Blue Shark Optics, are
proud of that number. But just as your first major tournament
win only makes you desire the next one even more, we want
to feed more people this year. We need to feed more people this
year.
The premise is simple. Poker rooms designate one or more
of their tournaments on Jan. 16 as a Restock The Shelves event
and all of the food and cash donations they receive from their
players go directly to a food bank organization in their community. That’s right, every can or dollar you donate helps one
of your neighbors eat.
And we make it easy for poker rooms to participate. They
can choose to hold their tournament on a different day if they
want or if they don’t run tournaments, they can do a cashgame promotion or simply put an empty barrel in their room
for their players to fill.
Yes, it’s that easy. But despite that, only about 10 percent
of the poker rooms in the United States join us each year. We
could use your help increasing that number as there is still time
to for rooms to join us to make their communities stronger.
What can you do? Go to AnteUpMagazine.Com/restock for
a list of participating rooms (plus see Pages 32-33 in this issue)
and make plans to show up for their event with as much food as
you can carry. Bring your friends, too. Many of the rooms who
participate will give you extra tournament chips or raffle prizes
for donations. If you don’t see your favorite room listed, ask the
manager to contact us and we’ll be happy to tell them how easy
and rewarding it is to participate.
Being hungry at the poker table is a good thing. Being hungry in real life isn’t.
We’ll see you at the tables on Jan. 16.
— Christopher Cosenza and Scott Long
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CAN’T SPELL NORCAL
WITHOUT LONCAR

Michael Loncar
earned $45,895
for his victory.

Michael Loncar rises to the occasion again,
winning the NorCal Classic for a second time.
He describes his AUPT victory as a “really good
dream” at Thunder Valley Casino Resort.
By Scott Long

8

f Howie Mandel had been the tournament director, he would
have owed the Banker overtime pay.
The final table of the Ante Up NorCal Classic Main Event
turned into the poker equivalent of Deal or No Deal, with the
clock stopping three times before the final five players locked
up their briefcases and played out the rest of the tournament at
Thunder Valley Casino Resort for a seat in the Ante Up World
Championship and the cover of
Ante Up.
It was Michael Loncar who
locked all of it up, including
the biggest share of the prize
pool: $45,895.
“I feel like I’m in a dream,
a really good dream. I’m kind
of at a loss for words,” said Loncar, who won this same event
two years ago. “The structures were really good both times. In
both, from three tables down to five- or six-handed, I pretty
much never had my stack at risk. I just grinded and the structure is really good. The stars definitely aligned in this one.”
Chop discussions began seven-handed, with James Starr, a
heavy chipleader, wanting most of the money. An ICM discussion quickly broke down and cards got back in the air. After Starr took out James Mitchell, who was second in chips, the
clock stopped again to see if a
deal could be brokered, giving
Starr first-place money for his
massive stack. While all players seemed agreeable, Loncar
insisted on $35K, slightly more
than the ICM allowed and again
the group couldn’t come to an
agreement.
“I was talking with my friends
about what second place was
and the variance,” Loncar said.
“I thought ($35K) was a fair
price. I was second in chips and luckily it didn’t go through. It
was just a perfect situation.”
As play continued, Loncar shoved when he turned a set a
sevens and got Starr to call with A-5 and the nut-flush draw.
The river held for Loncar, who doubled through the chiplead-

er. Interestingly, a short time later, it was Loncar with A-5 and
he got Starr to pay him off on a board with two fives to become the dominant chipleader.
At five-handed, deliberations on the final deal began. Loncar initially asked for an extra $1K from the other four players
to agree to a straight ICM deal, but quickly backed off as it
began to look like that would scuttle the deal. Ying Vang thought
long and hard and decided to
vote for the deal with everyone
The final five.
else.
With their profits locked up,
the five finished play, with Loncar and Starr getting heads-up.
Loncar shoved on an 8-6-3
flop with 8-7 and Starr called
with 6-5 and got no help, giving
Loncar the title.
The final table had some
other great stories. Apollo Wallace
took fourth, one-upping his wife,
Cherie, who was fifth in last summer’s Ante Up World Championship also at Thunder Valley. Rafael Gonzalez was gunning for
back-to-back $500 buy-in victories after taking a title
at Turlock Card Room a week ago, but was eliminated
eighth.

a

Photos by Dan Ross
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Bill Watchman
Event 1 • $155 NLHE
Entries: 223 • Pool: $28,554
1. Bill Watchman, $5,460
2. Dalvinder Bains, $4,948
3. Babe Prescott, $4,052
4. Carrie Diggs, $2,244
5. Hoa Nguyen, $1,684
6. Joseph Arent, $1,347
7. Matthew Halfon, $1,119
8. Darrell Cain, $896
9. S.T. Tran, $671
10. Robert Rosell, $491

Brendan Thomson
Event 2 • $155 O/8
Entries: 50 • Pool: $10K
1. Brendan Thomson, $3,075
2. Kathy Stahl, $2,125
3. Ross Honhart, $1,400
4. Nelson Wong, $1,100
5. Michael Guida, $800
6. Tom Matthews, $600
7. Maria Madraswala, $500
8. David Diiorio, $400

Matt Boddorf
Event 3 • $125 NLHE
Entries: 233 • Pool: $23,298
1. Matthew Boddorf, $3,248
2. Andrew Duffy, $2,856
3. Sou Tong Saeteurn, $2,554
4. Joseph Costanzo, $2,323
5. Jesse Garcia, $2,276
6. Mohammed Dirsiye, $2,261
7. Antoine Klink, $1,499
8. Ronald Quinonez, $732
9. Georgene Farmer, $548
10. Gipseppe Signarella, $401

Michael Loncar
$555 Main Event

Entries: 630 • Pool: $313,350
1. Michael Loncar, $45,895
2. James Starr, $31,288
3. Apollo Wallace, $24,303
4. Ying Vang, $33,931
5. David Valdez, $26,630
6. Frankie Keeth, $11,876
7. James Mitchell, $9,902
8. Rafael Gonzalez, $7,896
9. Joseph Mussat, $5,922
10. Deidson Camargos, $4,356

Edmund Castles

Bienvinedo Rosal

Event 5 • $250 8-Max

Event 6 • $155 Bounty

Entries: 95 • Pool: $20,425
1. Edmund Castles, $5,200
2. Justin Haller, $4,433
3. Steven Tada, $2,545
4. Dalton Still, $1,818
5. Leng Vang, $1,454
6. Exequiel Fernando, $1,091
7. Patrick Day Jr., $909
8. Hedayat Emadi, $727
9. Antione Klink, $562
10. Louis Bassi, $562

Entries: 86 • Pool: $7,052
1. Bienvinedo Rosal, $1,295
2. Michelle Murillo, $1,221
3. John Rogers, $1,080
4. Daniel Kozakevich, $1,074
5. Robert Randolph, $960
6. James Won, $552
7. Timothy Melton, $317
8. Daniel Guevara, $247
9. Richard Spears, $176
10. Christopher Smith, $155

The main event drew
a record 630 players.

Continued from previous page
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And Loncar was a topic of conversation on Day 1 of the
main event when he played in a Full Tilt Poker bathrobe.
“I do that once a year, but I’ve never wore it in a tournament, only cash games. People love it and get a kick out
of it,” he said. “I had lots of friends ask, ‘When are you
going to wear the robe again?’ So I said, ‘I have to wear
it for the tournament.’ It gave me a little mojo.”
The Ante Up Poker Tour Player of the Race also
provided an exciting subplot to the final day of the
main event. Dalton Still held a slim lead over friend Matt
Boddorf for the title and both remained in the field for
Day 2 with no one else able to catch them. Still bowed
out first, adding to his lead. Boddorf needed to finish
at least 26th and fade any success Still had in the last
two events, but was eliminated in 44th. Both entered
Event 5 and though Still built up an early lead and eventually
cashed, Boddorf was shown the rail and put his slim chances
into Event 6. But it wasn’t meant to be, as Boddorf fell shy of
the money, assuring Still the title. Read more about that in

next month’s Ante Up.
The Ante Up NorCal Classic was the first Ante Up Poker
Tour event and the first major tournament series for Thunder
Valley when it debuted in 2012. This year’s main event was
the largest two-day main event in the history of the
Lincoln, Calif., resort, and the other five events drew
well, filling Thunder Valley’s AAA Four Diamond hotel
over the Thanksgiving weekend and its cash tables in
the poker room.
“It feels great to set a record with 630 entries. The
record field is a testament to our growth and partnership with Ante Up,” said Ben Erwin, director of poker
operations for Thunder Valley. “This was the event
that started it all. We drew from all over. This event is a
destination for Northern California, so it was great to
see the players travel in for it.”
The Ante Up Poker Tour returns to Thunder Valley in July
for the Ante Up World Championship, the fourth time the resort has hosted that event, and again in October for the Ante
Up NorCal Classic. S
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STEWART
GRABS
L.A.
POKER
OPEN
T

he Commerce Casino’s L.A. Poker
Open always is one of the premiere
events on the West Coast, and now Scott
Stewart of Lakewood has a premiere title.
Stewart bested pro Chris Moorman of England to earn the main-event crown and
$97,800, plus a $10K seat to the upcoming
L.A. Poker Classic.
They eventually agreed to a deal that added $10K to second place and about an hour later, Moorman three-bet shoved
his big blind with 7-7 only to be shown K-K. Moorman pocketed $85,510 as the event attracted a field of 345 players for a
$517,500 prize pool.  
Stewart’s lifetime winnings are $458,042. He also took down
the Commerce Poker Series Main Event in September.
Other results from the series: Jonathan Ingalls from San Diego won Event 2 ($1,100 NLHE) for $13,050; Luis Concha from
Downey took down Event 3 ($570 HORSE) for $10,725;
Lena Evans of Beverly Hills grabbed Event 4 ($570 NLHE) for
$6,480, and Larry Kantor of Tarzana captured Event 5 ($570
O8/S8) for $4,390.
Sean Hee Yu from Los Angeles was the victor in Event 6, which
was a $560 hold’em tourney called “8 Hours Times Up Bounty.” This event was played for eight hours and prizes were determined by chip equity at the end. There were 54 entries for a
prize pool of $27K.
Haik Kyurumyan of Los Angeles won Event 7 ($350 triple stack),
which 213 players for a $63,900 prize pool. He earned $14K.
The L.A. Poker Classic runs Jan. 13-March 2.
PALA CASINO: Daniel Borges’ flush beat Seymour Ogeare’s straight
to earn the championship of the Quantum Reload tournament
on Nov. 20 Borges of Los Angeles won $5,024 and Ogeare of
Moreno Valley got $2,825 for second. There were 137 players
who vied for the $20,730 prize pool in this five-day event.
Rounding out the top 10 were Lena Evans, Rancho Santa
Fe ($2,190), Gregory Sanchez, Rowland Heights ($1,710), Hector
Alvarez, Anaheim ($1,340), Thomas Woodard, Newport Beach,
($1,045), James Ladere, Riverside ($795), Kevin Pound, Ventura
($580), Tony Walters, Fallbrook ($400) and Terry Barnett, Temecula ($400). Kathryn Bourquin was a double-qualifier and won $450.  

Reno
ELDORADO RESORT CASINO: Players get $2 comps for every hour
played and a $10 bonus for starting the game on weekdays. The
two games being spread daily are $3-$6 limit and $1-$2 NLHE.

Meet Michelle Grimwood

A registered nurse by trade, Michelle
Grimwood has been playing poker semiprofessionally for eight years.
How did you get started in poker? I started
with play money on PokerStars when I
was in nursing school. There’s not a lot to
do up in Maine.
When did you move to Vegas and from where? I moved here
five years ago. I am from the East-South, but travel nursing around the country I ended up staying in San Antonio
for a couple of years. After my first unplanned trip to Vegas, playing my first live cash games (my first session here I
ended up playing 32 hours); I was in love.
What is your greatest highlight in poker? Playing online at
WSOP, three tournaments a day and four on Sunday, I was
around an 80 percent cash rate. That was an exciting and
unbelievable number.
What are your poker goals? To be the first woman to win
the (WSOP) main event. While my original reasons for that
may have been a bit more selfish, now I’d like to use that
platform and exposure to raise awareness for two incurable
diseases that are very close to me so that more awareness
and money can be raised to help find a cure.
— Rob Solomon

There are $50 high hands every two hours on weekdays.
PEPPERMILL RESORT SPA CASINO: Play during Monday night football and the room serves a mini-buffet for its players at 5 p.m.
The high-limit room continues to draw a nice crowd when it
spreads $5-$10 NLHE and $20-$40 limit on the weekends.
The Hold’em Quadzilla promotion continues to be most
popular. Receive $75 for making quads and $300 if you make
quads again within 24 hours, but you must be holding a pocket
pair to qualify.
GRAND SIERRA RESORT CASINO: The poker room recently began
a $5K guarantee with a $100 buy-in. It starts at 11 a.m. on the
first Sunday of the month and has $100 rebuys through Level
3. Players start with 5K chips.
ATLANTIS CASINO RESORT: The WPT DeepStacks series runs
March 16-27, including a $200K main event ($1,100 buy-in).
NUGGET CASINO RESORT: The poker room continues to spread its
main $3-$6 limit game with a full kill. It starts at 11 a.m. daily.
Regulars say this game has the most action in town.

West Ambassadors
Want to write?

GARRETT ROTH
NORCAL

roth@anteupmagazine.com

KITTIE ALEMAN
SOCAL

anteupkittie@gmail.com

ROB SOLOMON
LAS VEGAS

rob@allvegaspoker.com

JAY ZEMAN

PACIFIC NW

anteupjay@gmail.com

If you would like
to sign up to be an
Ambassador, go to
anteupmagazine.
com/ambassadors
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NORCAL ATTRACTS MORE BIG SERIES

T

hunder Valley Casino Resort in Lincoln hosts Poker Night
in America this month with certain events televised on CBS
Sports Network. The series will feature a $25-$50 NLHE televised cash game Jan. 28-29 with satellites running Jan. 14-29
with $5K buy-ins for the winners.
There also will be a series of 12 tournaments Jan. 19-29.
The series kicks off with the Monolith $250K guarantee with a
$425 buy-in and four starting flights Jan. 19-21.
On Jan. 22, there’s a $250 multitable qualifier for the main
event (1 p.m.) and a $10K bounty event with $50 bounties
($155 buy-in, 7 p.m.).
The two events on Jan. 23 are a $10K ($125, 5 p.m.) and a
$10K six-max ($155, 5 p.m.). Jan. 24 features the only HORSE
event of the series ($155, 11 a.m.) and a $20K guarantee
NLHE event ($235, 5 p.m.).
There will be a $10K guarantee Escalator ($155, 11 a.m.)
and a $15K guarantee Omaha/8 ($235, 5 p.m.) on Jan. 25.
The Main Event Preview $20K guarantee is Jan. 26 ($340,
11 a.m.), followed by multitable qualifiers for the main event on
Jan. 26 ($250, 5 p.m.) and Jan. 27 ($250, 5 p.m.).
The $250K guarantee main event will have two starting days
(Jan. 27-28) with a $1,100 buy-in. Day 2 will be Jan. 29 with the
final table Jan. 30.
The final table will be televised live on CBS Sports and will
be sure to attract a lot of attention from players around the
region. For those who don’t make the final table, there will be
two events on Jan. 29, a $20K guarantee Action 8 event ($250,
1 p.m.) and bounty tourney ($100, 7 p.m.).
GRATON RESORT & CASINO: The Rohnert Park property has some
great promotions going on in its poker room. The Early Bird
Special runs Monday-Friday (9-10 a.m.) where players receive
$100 for $80 buy-ins.
Also, during the week there are Aces Cracked (midnight8 a.m.) and high hands (10-10 p.m.). There are Hot Seat Drawings on Sundays, where the poker room can pay $650 per hour
(1-10 p.m.).
Though Graton is a relatively new room, it has established
itself as quality and reputable poker establishment.

Pacific Northwest
TULALIP CASINO: The poker room, which is the fifth-largest
poker room in the region with 12 tables and is 36 miles north
of Seattle in Marysville, Wash., will have its Poker Pow Wow on
Jan. 14-29, starting with a $120 event with a $10K guarantee.
Not big enough? Jan. 15 will feature a $345 event with a $20K
guarantee.
Not into hold’em? There will be three $175 Omaha events:
Omaha/8 (Jan.16), PLO (Jan. 17) and PLO/8 (Jan. 23). For
even more mixed-game fun, HORSE will be Jan. 19.   The
second weekend will feature a two-day $330 warmup for the
main event with two Day 1s (Jan. 20-21) with the final on Jan.
22. This one will have a $50K guarantee.
There will be a $235 seniors event Jan. 24.
The $500 main event sports a $100K guarantee and will
have three Day 1s: Jan. 26-28. Survivors will return Jan. 29.

Each year, Wildhorse Resort and Casino
runs three Round Up poker series.
WILDHORSE RESORT AND CASINO: The Fall Round Up series ran
Nov. 3-13 and had $40K added to the overall prize pools.
Here are the winners: Dana Golden from Shoreline, Wash.,
(Event 1, $18K); Greg Traudt from Nampa, Idaho, (Event 2,
$20K); Lanny Knopf from Milton Freewater, Ore., (Event 3,
$10K); Jordan Rich from Portland (Event 4, $10K); Roger Renken
from Milton, Wash., (Event 5, $6K).
More winners: Stephen Bokor from Astoria, Ore., (Event 6,
$4K); Thomas Mortimer from Anatone, Wash., (Event 7, $14K);
Dominick Conti from Ketchum, Idaho, (Event 8, $21K); Patrick
O’Connor from Careywood, Idaho, (Event 9, $14K); Maxwell
Young from Seaside, Ore., (Event 10, $29K); Gary Shockey from
Redmond, Ore., (Event 11, $45K) and Jonathan Carey from Eagle Point, Ore. (Event 12, $5K).
CLUB HOLLYWOOD CASINO: If you’re in the Seattle area, don’t
overlook the non-tribal cardrooms. If you’re into Omaha high
hands, Club Hollywood Casino in Shoreline, Wash., (11 miles
north of Seattle) is paying $250 to the best Omaha hand every
two hours from 11 p.m. to close Mondays-Saturdays (quad 10s
to qualify in Omaha). The best hold’em hand pays $300 each
hour from 3-10 p.m. on Mondays.
Club Hollywood is a 15-table cardroom with four tables featuring $2-$12 spread-limit hold’em and spreads a $2-$40 game
on demand, usually Friday and Saturday nights.
RIVER ROCK AND HARD ROCK: Bad-beat jackpots are the lottery
tickets of poker, a small chance of a huge payday. Interested?
Head to British Columbia to the River Rock or Hard Rock casinos to try to catch a piece of their humongous super bad-beat
jackpot (quad eights beaten) both casinos are adding to nearly
$700K at press time.
River Rock is a 10-table room in Richmond, B.C., featuring $3-$6 limit and $1-$3 and $3-$5 blinds, all hold’em. Not
surprisingly, no one at the River Rock wants to play any tournaments until the jackpot is hit so they have suspended their
tournament schedule.
The Hard Rock is a five-table room in Vancouver with more
emphasis on NLHE and PLO, though fewer PLO games are
running with that hold’em jackpot being so huge.
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MGM GRAND LEADS VEGAS PROMOS

T

he MGM Grand poker room continues to come up with
popular and creative promotions. The latest one is called
Progressive Picture Pyramid.
Every week, starting Wednesdays at 1 p.m., players who
make a full house of jacks, queens or kings full (with a pocket
pair) will win progressively more money as the pyramid fills.
The first nine made during the period are worth $100, the
next eight are worth $200, etc.
The last one made, to complete the pyramid, is worth $1K.
Once a particular full house is made (e.g, kings full of deuces),
it’s no longer eligible for the promotion for the rest of the period.
If the pyramid doesn’t fill up in the week, the value of the
unfilled spaces is increased by the amount of the original prize
level. So, if the final full house doesn’t hit for two weeks, during
the third week it will be worth $3K.
Another promo is the Progressive Power Hour. High hands
of quads of better are worth a progressive jackpot if they’re
made during a specific hour, which varies for each high hand.
Thus, four aces or a royal flush must be made between 1-2 p.m.
or 1-2 a.m.
Four sevens or a seven-high
straight flush must be made between 7-8 p.m. or 7-8 a.m. Each
hour starts at $200 and increases
$50 per day until hit.
There’s also an early morning high hand of the hour running Monday-Friday from 5-10
a.m. The minimum hand is a
full house and it pays $100. If
no hand qualifies in a particular
hour, the $100 carries over to the
next hour.
The main cash game is $1-$2
no-limit hold’em and there are always multiple games running.
The minimum buy-in is $100 with a $300 maximum. There’s
also a $2-$5 game with a $200-$500 min-max.
All MGM tournaments have guarantees. There are two
$70 tournaments daily (11 a.m. and 7 p.m.). Players get 15K
chips and levels start at 15 minutes and increase to 20 at Level
10. The morning tournament has a $2K guarantee and it’s
$1K in the evening.
Turbo tournaments for $50 run daily at 2 p.m. and SundayThursday at 10 p.m. The levels are 10 minutes and the starting
stack is 10K. The guarantee is $500.
VENETIAN: The main event at Deep Stack IV in late November came down to two Las Vegans: Justin Young and Ryan
Welch. Young claimed the trophy and a prize of $121K as
Welch went home with $103K. Nearly 440 players bought in
to the $1,600 event, creating a prize pool of $633K, easily surpassing the $400K guarantee.
There’s plenty of great tournament action ahead at the Venetian. The New Year’s Extravaganza runs through Jan. 8. A
$250 SuperStack with four starting flights starts Jan. 4 and has

a $150K guarantee.
The January Weekend Extravaganza runs Jan. 18-22 and offers $118K in guarantees. The highlight is a $150 SuperStack
beginning with its first of four starting flights on Jan. 18. The
prize pool is guaranteed at $60K.
Deep Stack Extravaganza I runs Jan. 30-Feb. 27 and has
more than $2.5M in guarantees. It includes the Mid-States
Poker Tour’s $1,100 event that has two starting flights Feb. 2
and offers a $300K guarantee.
A new offering is an $800, eight-max with a $250K guarantee. The first of its three starting days is Feb. 9. The series
offers several Omaha events, all with $400 buy-ins. The first is
a PLO bounty on Feb. 9, followed by Omaha/8 on Feb. 13 and
PLO-PLO/8 on Feb. 25. All Omaha tournaments have $15K
guarantees.
A $400 seniors event runs Feb. 11-12 with a $30K guarantee.
The $1,600 main event starts the first of its three starting
flights Feb. 20 and has a $750K guarantee.
On the cash side, the Venetian is taking a $1 promo drop and
offering a bad-beat jackpot, which starts at $50K and increases
daily. The minimum qualifying losing hand started at quad 10s and
decreases every two weeks.
Through the end of January, the
room has a high-hand promotion
that runs Monday-Thursday (10
a.m.-8 p.m.) The highest hand every 15 minutes gets $150.
HARRAH’S: The mid-Strip room
is giving away seats to the next
WSOP Colossus, a $565 value. Each week, the top-nine players with the most hours between
6 a.m. and noon will compete in
a single-table tournament, with the
first- and second-place finishers getting a Colossus entry. Winners can opt for $500 instead.
The room offers two freerolls a week, with only five hours
in half a week needed to qualify, but players can double their
starting stack (from 2K to 4K) by playing two more hours during the qualifying period. The top-10 finishers in each freeroll
get $200.
High-hand bonuses are offered for cash games and tournaments. It’s $50 for quads, $100 for straight flushes and $300 for
royals. The main cash game is $1-$2 NLHE ($100-$300 minmax). There’s also a $2-$3 game ($200-$500).
All tournaments have guarantee and run at 9 a.m., noon,
3 p.m., 7 p.m. and 10 p.m., It’s a $65 buy-in for 5K chips and
20-minute levels. There’s an optional $5 add-on for 2,500
chips. The guarantee is $500.
On Friday and Saturday nights, the regular 7 p.m. is replaced by a $25 bounty tournament. The buy-in is $100, the
starting stack is 10K, the levels are 20 minutes and the guarantee is $1K.
— Check out Rob Solomon’s blog at robvegaspoker.blogspot.com.
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STICK’S
STAYCATION
IS
BACK
IN
AZ
T
alking Stick Resort will host another Staycation Classic
Weekend from Jan. 13-15. Play all three of the days and
you’re eligible for a free two-night stay Jan. 13-14. The tournaments begin at 11:15 a.m.
Players can win an entry to all three events and free rooms
by playing in the $110 satellites Jan. 1 and Jan. 8. Single- and
double-entry shootouts will be run whenever 10 players are
interested.
The Winter Point Challenge runs until March 25. Players
who finish in the top 10 in each eligible tournament receive
one point and anyone with at least two points qualifies for the
Divisional Championship on April 2.  
HON-DAH CASINO RESORT: Congratulations to
John DeLong for winning the most recent
Tournament of Champions.
This month begins the Snowflake Meltdown promotion in which random hands
will pay extra cash.
Also, the poker room again will participate in Ante Up’s Restock the Shelves with a
tournament Jan 16. Buy-in is $30 with $800 added to the prize
pool, a $100 high hand and two $50 mystery bounties.
VEE QUIVA HOTEL & CASINO: Ring in the New Year with the Hot
Splash Pot Giveaway. From 9-11:30 p.m. and 12:30-1:30 a.m.,
the room will splash five tables with $100. On Jan. 1 at 12:15
a.m., one player in the room will win $2,017 in the drawing.
Vee Quiva is continuing its quads or better promo, starting
at $50 and increasing $25 a day until hit. Straight flushes are
by suit, starting at $100 and increasing $50 a day. Royals begin
at $200 and increase $50 a day.
Everything resets to the original value once hit. Check with
the poker room for eligibility requirements.
WILD HORSE PASS RESORT & CASINO: The Year End Poker Bonanza runs Dec. 30 noon until midnight and on Dec. 31 from
noon-9 p.m. Every 30 minutes, the top five hands win $100.
On Dec. 31 from 9:15 p.m. until 1:30 a.m., $100 hot seats
will be drawn every 15 minutes, plus $100 will be splashed on
the winner’s table. There will be a final drawing at 1:30 for
$2,017. Everyone playing at that winner’s table will win $100.
Aces Cracked wins $100 24-7 except during sports splash
pots.
HARRAH’S AK-CHIN RESORT: Splash Pot Bonanza runs MondayFriday starting at 1:30 p.m. and runs all day on the weekends.
Morning high hands are weekdays (10-1p.m.) and steel wheels

Meet James Moore

You can call him Jim. He credits his quick start in poker to a poker
boot camp seminar in Denver about
10 years ago when he won the tournament for the attendees.
That training paid off as he has $128K
in career winnings, including a $20K cash for second place
at the Aria in 2014. His tournament play is mostly hold’em
with some HORSE once in a while.
He splits his poker about 50-50 between Las Vegas and
southern Colorado, where you can find him in Cripple
Creek at the Midnight Rose. After a steady diet of poker
books, Moore spends his free time on photography and
woodworking.
He enjoys traveling with his wife, Joye, for skiing and
ocean cruises. She is his biggest fan and keeps the malls in
business with her 10 percent of Moore’s poker winnings.
— Dick Stein

and royals pay $50 while Aces Cracked wins $50-$100. There
also are splash pots for select college football, NFL and NBA
games.
The Restock the Shelves tournament has a $600 guarantee. Bring in five cans of nonperishable food for 3K chips, plus
as many as five more nonperishable food items can get you a
500-5K add-on. There’s also an optional $10 add-on for 2K
more. First place pays $300, second is $200 and third is $100.
Proceeds benefit F.O.R. Maricopa.
Harrah’s has its regular Saturday and Sunday (12:30 p.m.)
and Thursday (7:30 p.m.) tournaments each week, but the room
is getting a jump on the World Series of Poker in Las Vegas
this summer. Tuesday at 7:30 will be satellites for $1K Omaha events and Wednesday will be $1K NLHE satellites. These
tournaments have an $80 buy-in.

Texas
KICKAPOO LUCKY EAGLE CASINO: The Sunday afternoon Showdown has $130 buy-in and $10 add-on. Registration is at 10
a.m. as the event starts at 1 p.m. Thursday’s $50 buy-in event is
at 7 p.m. while the Super Tuesday $35 event starts at 7 p.m. but
has an hour of rebuys.
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WSOPC VISITS OKLA. ON JAN. 11-23

T

he World Series of Poker Circuit stops at Choctaw Casino
in Durant, Okla., on Jan. 11-23, with undercard events
starting Jan. 5. See the ad on the facing page.
No-limit hold’em $365 ring events include a $1M guarantee
monster stack and six-max. Big O and $250 ladies and seniors
events (50-plus) are on the schedule, too. The $1,675 main
event also sports a $1M guarantee. Many $65-$250 non-ring
events covering NLHE, pot-limit Omaha, PLO/8, Big O and
Jack and Jill are scheduled, too.
Johanssy Joseph took down the Poker Night in America Main
Event on Nov. 7, collecting $210K-plus.
DOWNSTREAM CASINO: Dui Lai, Eric Thompson, George Huber, Daniel
Lowery, Clarence Prevost, Joyce Harmon, Norman Gluekert and Reginald
Roberts all won events at the WPT DeepStacks series that ended
Nov. 7. Roberts, winner of the main event, earned $50K-plus
and a seat in the $3K championship. Lowery finished runnerup twice, including in the main event, and had a third, too.
AMERISTAR KANSAS CITY: The Heartland Poker Tour ran Nov.
10-21 as Walt Lustgraaf captured the main event for $111,370.
HARD ROCK CASINO: The Hard Rock Poker Open ran Nov. 3-13.
Numerous events were chopped, including the $100K main
event. Among the winners were John Heckencamp, David Frye and
Antonio Foster. On the horizon is a WSOPC stop in March.
HARRAH’S NORTH KANSAS CITY: The weekly tournament schedule
sports $50-$75 buy-ins with a $120 Super Stack on Saturdays.
Common games include $1-$2 NLHE and $1-$2 HO.
CHEROKEE CASINO WEST SILOAM SPRINGS: The Reindeer Games
series concluded as Ante Up went to press. Results will be in a
future issue.
KANSAS STAR CASINO: The October-December $10K quarterly
freeroll tournament of champions is Jan. 17. Expect qualification into the April tournament to reset in January. Common
cash games in this eight-table room are $1-$3 NLHE and $1-$2
PLO. The bad-beat jackpot has climbed to more than $121K.
RIVER SPIRIT CASINO: The poker room has been remodeled and
offers eight-handed $10-$20 Big O with a kill Thursdays and
Saturdays at 5 p.m. Call-ins are accepted beginning at noon.
WINSTAR WORLD CASINO: This 46-table room is offering Aces
Cracked Tuesdays and Thursdays (11 a.m. to 3 p.m.). Among
the games found here are $1-$2 PLO-PLO/8, $1-$2 and $2-$5
NLHE and $4-$8 limit.

New Mexico
INN OF THE MOUNTAIN GODS CASINO AND RESORT: The poker
room has a jam-packed year planned. Poker squares continue
through January, as well as the Winter Local League that began
in December, noon on Mondays and Tuesdays for $50.
For 12 weeks, points are earned on those days and bonus
points and chips are earned by playing cash games and by
bringing guests who never have played in this poker room.
When the guests play for one hour after a tournament, they
earn 10 points and two hours will get them 20. These accrued
points enable those guests to be invited to a $5K Bad Beat Payback on March 1-2. If that weren’t enough, there’s the Pass,
Punt, Kick tournament on Jan. 22.
The Inn also will be part of Ante Up’s Restock the

Shelves charity food bank initiative Jan. 16. Be sure to go to
anteupmagazine.com/restock for details to this event, which
will help your community.
ISLETA CASINO: Watermelon is running in tournament form
at this fine poker room. For the uninitiated, watermelon is a
hold’em variation where the player is dealt four cards, discards
one card before the flop and another card after the flop. At that
point, regular hold’em rules apply.
In December, the poker room started running watermelon
tourneys with $50-$200 added to most tournament pots. Watermelon, Omaha/8 and crazy pineapple run on Wednesdays
($25, 7 p.m., $5 add-on, two rebuys allowed). Thursdays at
7 p.m. are dedicated to beginners tournaments ($15 buy-in, $5
add-on with two rebuys), with even more watermelon on Friday ($45, $5 add-on, $20 rebuys) with $200 added.
BUFFALO THUNDER RESORT AND CASINO: The New Year’s Day
tournament is a $30 buy-in with unlimited $20 rebuys and one
$25 add-on (call for starting time and stacks). Jan. 21 is the
107.5 Outlaw Country bounty tournament with $107 bounties
on Kidd Corona and possibly five other players. Buy-in is $107.
The Last Saturday of the Month deepstack is Jan. 28 ($150).
Call the room for details.
Special afternoon games include Wednesday’s $5-$5 PLO
half-and-half, Thursday’s $4-$8 Omaha, Friday’s $5-$5 PLO/8
and Saturday’s $3-$6 Omaha.
SANDIA RESORT AND CASINO: Tournaments run Sundays at
noon ($50) and 5 p.m. ($45). On Mondays at 7 p.m., it’s $55
and Tuesday and Thursday nights at 7 bring $75 bounty events,
with $25 bounties.

Colorado
BLACK HAWK: At Ameristar Casino, the quads bad beat was
$112K-plus. High hands pay $200 every two hours 24-7. The
$30-$60 limit game still has a big following. Don’t forget to call
ahead to get on the list (720-964-4108). … The Golden Gates
tournament series schedule is available. You can get a flyer at
the poker room desk or call (303-582-2906, press 5).
The HPT, CPC and MSPT are featured again, starting
with the HPT on Feb. 9-20. In the November MSPT, Mike
Maruna took down the opener for $51K. Tom Bouziden was second ($38K), Kelly De Jaynes was third ($22K) and
Dan Howell and Alice Woolworth took home
$15K and $11K, respectively, for fourth
and fifth. In the main event, Carl Carodenuto
came in first for $114K, his third title in
11 months. Richard Alsup was second ($69K),
followed by Josh Turner ($45K), Norman
Straughn ($31K) and Adam Wilbur ($24K).
CRIPPLE CREEK: At Midnight Rose, the Friday 4 p.m. deepstack
is still the place to be for Southern Colorado players. The 40K
stacks and skill-friendly blinds make it popular. Recently, wellknown Tracy Mateicka took it down for about $1,600. The new
Aces and Faces Cracked promotion, offered on Mondays and
Tuesdays, matches the pot won, up to $95, and rebates that to
the cracked hand player (A-A. K-K, Q-Q or J-J). Call the poker
room at (719-286-6060) for details. S
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BESTBET JAX SERIES IS JAN. 19-29
T

he bestbet poker room in Jacksonville hosts the Mid-States
Poker Tour from Jan. 19-29, including the $1,100 buy-in,
$200K guarantee main event, which has Days 1A and 1B at
noon on Jan. 27 and Jan. 28 respectively. Players begin with
20K chips. Satellites to the main run all month, beginning on
Jan. 1. Other events include All-in or Fold ($200, Jan. 21, 5
p.m.), Omaha/8 ($240, Jan. 26, 3 p.m.) and Big O/8 ($350,
Jan. 28, 3 p.m.). Also, the opening event had three Day 1s (Jan.
19-21, noon, $360) and has a $100K guarantee. For more info,
go to bestbetjax.com.
BESTBET ORANGE PARK: Bryan Smith of Valdosta, Ga., won the $30K guarantee event on
Nov. , good for $$7,500. The $200 event
drew 215 players for a $35,475 prize pool.
Smith was followed by Sherri Manassa (St.
Augustine, Fla.), Allan Deguino (Jacksonville)
and Alex Griffin (Larsen, S.C.), who chopped second-fourth for $3,417 each.
EBRO GREYHOUND PARK: The Panhandle poker room’s Big Easy
Bad Beat is quad sevens in Hold’em and Omaha. The losing
hand in Hold’em gets $4,999, the winning hand earns $2,500
and the table share is $500 per person. For Omaha, it’s $1K for
the loser, $500 to the winner and $150 for other players at the
table. Also, royals pay $250 in hold’em.
In tournament news, on Jan. 9 (6:30 p.m.) will be the Player
of the Year Championship Invitational, which has a $12,500
guarantee. And don’t forget the $30K guarantee MegaStack,
which costs $280 and has three starting flights (Day 1A, Jan.
27 6:30 p.m.; Day 1B, Jan. 28, noon and 1C at 6:45). Day 2 is
on Jan. 29 at 2 p.m. and there will be $55 satellites during the
month. Call the poker room for details.
CREEK GRETNA ENTERTAINMENT: On Jan. 14, there will be $200
high hands every hour from 1-11 p.m. Also, there are a couple
of guarantee events this month: Jan. 21 at 1 p.m. is a $10K
guarantee for $270 and Jan. 27 at 7 p.m. is a $5K guarantee
for $120.
PENSACOLA GREYHOUND TRACK: The Player of the Year tournament, which is invitation-only is Jan. 21 at 1 p.m. Check with
the poker room to see if you qualified for this $125K series.
If you didn’t qualify, that’s OK because PGT has a series
of affordable guarantee tournaments every week, including a
$1K guarantee for $60 on Sundays and Mondays at 7 p.m.
and a $2K guarantee, again for $60, on Fridays and Saturdays
at 7 p.m.

Meet David Prociak
Starting in 2003, David Prociak and his
friends would play online freerolls and
then in 2007 he won a $5K tournament
package to Las Vegas from a local free
league. He cashed in two of three tournaments, which led to a career playing online
poker until Black Friday (April 15, 2011). He didn’t play another hand until Summer 2015.
His first large live tournament score came in November
2015, when he finished second in the $3,500 Hollywood
Poker Open for $340K. Prociak followed up that success by
earning Player of the Year in the Seminole Hard Rock series, good for a $44K prize package and a solid reputation
in Florida.
The culmination of his hard work came this past July
when he won World Series of Poker’s Event 60 ($1,500
stud/8) for $156,546 and his first gold bracelet.
“It still feels unbelievable,” he said.
He plans on playing the Seminole Hard Rock tournaments throughout the season, as well as several World Poker
Tour events with the goal of adding a WPT trophy to his
collection.
“If you can get inside of someone’s head and understand
what they are thinking, what they are trying to accomplish
and what they are trying to do against you, then you can
beat anyone,” he said.
— Sara Malowitz
DAYTONA BEACH KENNEL CLUB: On New Year’s Eve, the poker
room is paying $800 high hands every half hour from noon-10
p.m. And $200 high hands from 10 p.m.-midnight, followed by
a midnight buffet. The room will be open on New Year’s Day.
ORANGE CITY RACING AND CARD CLUB: The facility is set to open in
February a slight delay from the initial estimates of opening this
month, though a specific date still hasn’t been announced.
Calling itself “Orlando’s Closest Poker Room,” this location
is an extension of the Daytona Beach Kennel Club and Poker
Room. It has a 33-table poker room, simulcast wagering and
a sports bar. The poker room will have the same games and
events as DBKC, with hourly high hands, special promotions
and tableside dining. See the ad on Page XX for more info.
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Maurice Hawkins won his
third WSOPC main event in
a calendar year, this time at
Palm Beach Kennel Club.
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ith the Palm Beach Kennel Club
hosting the first of two series in
this World Series of Poker Circuit season,
it was probably not a huge surprise to see
one of South Florida’s top pros come out
victorious in the main event. After all,
three of the past four champions of the
main in West Palm Beach were Mukul Pahuja, Darryll Fish and Tristan Wade.
However, what was amazing was the
hardware went to a player who had
picked up a pair of rings in 2016: Maurice
Hawkins of Coral Springs, who won $95K
in what has become his career’s biggest
season.
The former college football player
known for his aggressiveness and confidence at the felt collected the titles in
back-to-back main events in April at
Horseshoe Council Bluffs in Iowa and
Harrah’s Cherokee in North Carolina.
Toss in a victory at the Monster Stack
event in the Iowa series and a runner-up
finish in a preliminary tournament at
Cherokee and we almost could identify
the November ring at the PBKC as “one
for the thumb” in 2016.
As a guy who’s never lacking for bravado, Hawkins was the king of constant
table chatter long before anyone ever
heard of William Kassouf. After the latest
win, he used the royal “We” and referred
to himself in the third person for entertaining effect: “We don’t need to explain
who won. We all know when he got to the
final table he was going to take it down.”
Nor did Hawkins rely on anyone else
to take care of his business, eliminating
all four opponents on the final day of ac-

tion, including third-place finisher Josh
Hillock and runner-up Khoan Ho. It was an
impressive feat, especially since he was
the short stack in the event with 10 players remaining.
So Hawkins has eight career circuit
rings in his collection, along with the additional money in his bank account, and
the PBKC will prepare for its next big
circuit series (Feb. 9-20).
HARD ROCK HOLLYWOOD: After attracting
many of the game’s top stars to South
Florida for another huge series, the Seminole property finished up the Rock ‘N’
Roll Open’s main event in front of the
Poker Night in America cameras, with Patrick
Mahoney of Winona, Minn., taking the
title, $564K and a seat in the SHR Poker
Open. It was by far the biggest win of
his career.
He defeated Matt Humphrey and Upeshka DeSilva at the final table, but it wasn’t
easy. DeSilva dominated through much
of the event, holding a nearly 4-to-1 lead
on his closest competitor heading into
Day 4 with 18 players left, but it was
Humphrey who would hold the biggest
stack at the start of the six-player final
table.
DeSilva regained a big chip advantage
at the second break with 11M-plus chips
with five players left, while Mahoney held
nearly 5M and Humphrey had 3.3M.
Mahoney knocked out DeSilva in
third place after rivering a flush, giving
him a 2-to-1 lead entering heads-up play.
Less than 15 minutes later, it was all over
as Mahoney’s pocket jacks held against
Humphrey’s A-K.

Three WSOP champs played in the
event: Qui Nguyen, Joe McKeehen and Ryan
Reiss, though none would cash. Jason and
Natasha Mercier, married for one week,
both reached Day 3, but were knocked
out back-to-back in 36th and 35th, each
collecting about $11K.
The facility set a Florida record with
the opening event of the series by drawing 5,018 entries for the $360-buy-in,
$1M guarantee, won by Rafael Reis of
Kent, Wash. The next major series will
be the Lucky Hearts Open from Jan. 1225.
MARDI GRAS: With the college football
bowl season and NFL postseason this
month, the Big Easy Poker Room has
made several improvements in the TV
setup. Director of poker Dave Litvin said
13 65-inch monitors have been added
with more planned, while many others
were moved to provide better sight lines
from the tables.
“It makes for a wildly enhanced viewing experience in the room,” said Litvin,
who noted the Big Easy’s successful Sunday freeroll with its $10K guarantee will
continue weekly into 2017.
PPC ARUBA: The South Florida-based
PPC Tour concluded its fourth season
in Aruba on Nov. 7 as Stephen Deutsch of
Baltimore took home the title of the PPC
Aruba World Championship, collecting
$133,687 and a $5K package for next
year’s event. Deutsch, in August, was
named Player of the Year.
Jim Beadnell, who won Event 1 of this
series, finished second and won nearly
$91K in the 266-player finale.
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MCCOWN WINS ACCUMULATOR IN ST. PETE
A

fter a grueling day in the $100K Accumulator at Derby
Lane poker room’s Pokerfest, local grinder Brett McCown
captured the title in St. Petersburg, Fla., good for $18K, which
was one of the largest scores of his career.
The November series had some fantastic events, including
stud/8, Omaha/8 and PLO. There also was a senior event and
a Player Appreciation tournament that had a small rake. The
popular Accumulator, easily the highlight of the series, allows
players to enter multiple Day 1s and are able to take three bags
into Day 2. The tournament drew a large crowd and the prize
pool easily cleared the $100K guarantee.   
LOCAL SUCCESS: Not to be confined to the Tampa Bay area,
some locals have been making noise on the East Coast. Carlos
Loving, former dealer and poker coach, won his first World Series of Poker Circuit ring at the Palm Beach Kennel Club, taking down a $365 event for $50K and then took third in a $580
event for $11K days later.
Another grinder/coach, Fil Khavin, put together a run in the
$1,675 main event at Palm Beach for $23K. While coming up
just shy, the former WPT DeepStacks champion (Seminole Immokalee) made a great run and days later, he went down the
coast to Hard Rock Hollywood and took second place in the
Rock ‘N’ Roll Open’s $1,100 turbo for $23K.
After taking down his first WSOP bracelet, David Prociak captured the $300 HORSE event to close out the RNR Open.   
TAMPA BAY DOWNS: The Silks Poker Room’s Thanksgiving
event ended in an eight-way chop as Michael Beattie, Marc Lowe,
Anthony Pellegrino, Rick Birdick and four others split the final-table
money. Playing for $12K on top, the remaining eight decided,
instead, to take nearly $5K each to keep some extra money
for the holidays. The run for Beattie capped off a weekend of
poker that saw him make Day 2 on Friday, chop Derby Lane’s
monthly tournament on Saturday and then chop the Silks
event on Sunday. He also notched a 17th-place finish in Aruba
in the $2,400 PPC main event.
HARD ROCK TAMPA: The new state-of-the-art poker room opens
Jan. 12 with Brad Garrett on hand for the festivities.
SARASOTA KENNEL CLUB: The One-Eyed Jacks Poker Room cohosts its Spring Fling series with America’s Poker Tour. The
series runs March 31-April 9 with turbos, PLO, a senior event
and the $1,100 main event, which will have its final table televised. Check the website for details on $60 and $240 satellites.

The WSOPC is coming to Horseshoe Tunica.

a circuit ring. Alternative games draw smaller fields and fewer
obstacles to overcome.
If you’re looking for more traditional NLHE events, the
opening weekend at this stop reaches record-like numbers. The
$365 three-day event begins Jan. 20 at 11 and allows entry until
registration closes Jan. 21. If you’d rather hold out for the big
one, the $1,675 main event begins Jan. 27 at 11. This four-day
event will allow people to play one of two flights, with the final
flight running Jan. 28 at 11.
If you’re familiar with Tunica, you know the Horseshoe is
the best property in the area in terms of luxury, comfort and
poker hospitality. It offers fantastic room rates but usually sell
out way in advance. Call the poker room at 662-357-5500 to
try to grab a reservation before they’re gone.
BEAU RIVAGE: Don’t forget the Million Dollar Heater, which
we previewed in our December issue and can be found on our
website at anteupmagazine.com, runs Jan. 5-16.

Missouri
HOLLYWOOD CASINO: The poker room recently moved to the
other side of the property. The new space is bigger and on the
Rodeo side of the casino. You can check it out while taking
advantage of Hollywood’s comp program that awards poker
players a $15 food voucher for four hours of live play (limit
two per day).
AMERISTAR ST. CHARLES: The daily $1-$2 with a $10 rock Big
O game at has given rise to a new $2-$5-$10 rock PLO game.
The Big O game kicks off around noon every day and has been
known to run until 4 a.m., while the PLO game only goes on
weekends. The rock is a mandatory straddle posted by the winner of the previous pot, making him or her last to act preflop.

Mississippi

Louisiana

HORSESHOE TUNICA: The World Series of Poker Circuit runs
Jan 19-30. While this tournament follows the standard schedule for all WSOPC stops, one thing you can count on at any
event in Tunica is the strong cash action and around-the-clock
single-table satellites. Visit for the big events, but stay for the
action. Tunica is known for large and unpredictable PLO,
Big O and other games rarely seen outside of Las Vegas. While
these games don’t necessarily run year round, they run near
constantly during visiting tournament series.
Early in the circuit stop lineup this year is a PLO re-entry
Jan. 19 at 4 p.m. for $365. Though these events are growing
year over year, this is one of the easiest times to try to pick up

BOOMTOWN NEW ORLEANS: The Heartland Poker Tour visits on
Jan. 26-Feb. 6. See the ad on Page 39 for schedule and details.
L’AUBERGE LAKE CHARLES: Jack Rounds has taken over as poker
room manager to replace Roger Russell, who left to take a job at
a casino in New York.
HARRAH’S NEW ORLEANS: The 20-table room accepts reservations. Call 504-533-6043 30 minutes before arrival.
HORSESHOE BOSSIER CITY: The poker room is open on New
Year’s Eve and even has $100 Aces Cracked for limit hold’em
from 8 a.m.-noon.
PARAGON: There are lots of promotions, including high hands
and a bad-beat jackpot, which hit for $170K in November. S

NORTHEAST
| JANUARY 2017 | anteupmagazine.com | @anteupmagazine
26

HARTSHORN STAYS HOT, WINS IN A.C.
T

ravis Hartshorn took down another tournament after dominating Parx’s Big
Stax 300 in October, claiming the $2,700
main-event trophy at the Borgata Fall
Poker Open in Atlantic City. Since his first
tournament in March, Hartshorn has accumulated $469,902 in winnings, including this
event, which was his biggest cash at $302,978.
Though Hartshorn played sporadically throughout 2016,
he’s planning on returning this year with a full schedule.
“I spent a few years grinding my way up through the live
cash games, building a bankroll and working toward playing
full time,” he said. “I just decided to turn my attention more
toward live tournaments this year. I’ve been really enjoying it.”
Hartshorn said he will be investing in the entire upcoming
Borgata Winter Open.
Justin Liberto, who won a World Series six-max bracelet in
2015, booked the BPO six-max for $40,158, followed by a
third-place finish in the $1,060 bounty event.
“Six-max is certainly my favorite variant of hold’em,” he
said. “Obviously, I enjoy the generic benefits of being in the
action more and extra leg room you get with short-handed
play. I’ve had some of my best results in six-max and feel very
comfortable while playing.”
SUGARHOUSE CASINO: The Philadelphia property named Vicki
Sims as poker director in early December. Sims, who worked
for the Golden Nugget and Wynn in Las Vegas, and Poker Night
in America producer Matt Glantz will be working together to
bring back the Poker Night Classic series in the spring.
“We will be crunching the numbers and looking to optimize
all aspects of the series going forward,” Glantz said. “You can
be certain that we will always look to improve.”
In other news, the poker room wrapped up the year with its
fourth SugarRush $100K guarantee. The tournament was designed for recreational players, meaning cheaper buy-ins and
presumably a softer field, which totaled 505 players.
Three players chopped the remaining $50K after Chris Caruso went out fourth. Ed Py, Bob Capanna and John Attanasio took
home $16,697 each. Attanasio drew the high card for the trophy, making it his second SugarRush chop.
The event’s popularity is consistently increasing entries despite the neighboring poker rooms running series.
“The tournament continues to draw a crowd, growing a
little more each time the event is run,” said Geno Raman, who’s
cashed in the event multiple times. “I’ve been a big fan of

Meet Renata Colache
How long have you been playing poker?
Roughly six years.
Do you travel often for poker? Last year
was actually the first year that I played
in the WSOP in Vegas. I was very fortunate to be able to play the main event. Though
I couldn’t make a deep run, it was an amazing experience
nonetheless. Other than Vegas, once a year; I don’t really
travel to play poker at this time.
You’ve made quite a stir on the East Coast this past year. What
kind of player would you describe yourself as? In all honesty, I
view myself as a recreational player. A hobby that sometimes pays off.
Do you have any interest in becoming a pro? When I first starting playing poker, I would sit there and fantasize about becoming a pro poker player. Since then, I realized it takes
a ton of discipline and a special kind of person to play
professionally. You really need to immerse yourself into the
game as well as the ability to desensitize yourself. There is
still so much that I would need to work on, if I were to seriously consider going professional. I just don’t have the time
to dedicate to the game right now, but who knows what the
future may hold.
Any future plans? I am starting to take up a new hobby,
boxing.
Are you going to crush that, too? That’s the plan! Hopefully,
I don’t show up at the table with a shiner.
— Jo-Kim
SugarHouse’s SugarRush structure since they have adjusted it
to start antes at Level 1. It’s the best structure around, at this
specific price point, only behind Parx’s Big Stax. The addition
of a Day 2 buy-in helps generate another $20K-$30K in the
prize pool, which you’ll never hear me complain about.”

Connecticut
FOXWOODS RESORT CASINO: John Caputo won the $400 event of
the Weekend Mini Series, adding $20K to his lifetime earnings.
The event had 301 players for a $101K prize pool.
Ralph Macri of Redding, Conn., won the $300 bounty event
that kicked off the series, good for $5,200.
Seunghwan Lee of New York won the $300 big stack tourney
for $5,827.

Northeast Ambassadors
Want to write?

DAVID LUKOW
CT-NY-MASS-CAN.

david@anteupmagazine.com

JO KIM
AC-PHILLY

anteupjokim@gmail.com

MICHAEL YOUNG
MID-ATLANTIC

anteupmike@gmail.com

BRIAN BLY
WEST PA.
anteupohio@gmail.com

If you would like
to sign up to be an
Ambassador, go to
anteupmagazine.
com/ambassadors

NORTHEAST
Maryland’s MGM National Harbor ready to play

M

aryland’s MGM National Harbor Casino in Prince
George’s County opened Dec. 8 with a 39-table smokefree poker room.
There will be 24-hour tableside dining, complimentary nonalcoholic beverage service, a full-service cashier cage, an overhead high-tech music system, 40 large flatscreen TVs, an ultramodern video wall for viewing sporting events and a separate
high-limit section with two tables for the biggest games in the
D.C. metro area.
“We plan to host daily poker tournaments beginning in January, offering multiple game types and buy-ins to appeal to both
the recreational poker player and the seasoned pro,” director of
poker Johnny Grooms said. “Poker promotions such as high hands
are scheduled to begin in February and we also are in the early
stages of planning a large poker series that could change the
landscape of tournament poker on the East Coast.”
DOVER DOWNS HOTEL AND CASINO: There’s a Getaway Weekend
running Jan. 6-8: The first event is Jan. 6, 11:15 a.m., a $10K
guarantee, $125 buy-in, 25-minute blinds, 30K stack; Jan. 7,
11:15 a.m., $25K guarantee, $225 buy-in, 30-minute blinds,
30K stack; Jan. 8, 11:15 a.m., $2,500 guarantee, $45 buy-in,
20-minute blinds, 15K stack.
CHARITY POKER: All In Enterprises host its annual World Series
of DC charity series Jan. 29-Feb. 4 and the main event begins
Feb. 12. For details, go to allinenterprises.org.

New York
SENECA NIAGARA CASINO & HOTEL: Daniel Wagner edged Cameron
Bartolotta to win the $1K main event of Fall Poker Classic,
which drew 300 players for a $264,810 prize pool. For the win,
the first of his career, Wagner pocketed $64,882. A resident of
West Seneca, he has 25 cashes on the circuit.
Bartolotta, from nearby Hamilton, Ontario, earned $40,781.
Veerab Zakarian finished third ($29,394).
Mark Allott was fourth ($21,714) and Nicholas Potwora was fifth
($16,153).
Amin Akhlaghi outlasted 600-plus players to win Event 1 for
$34,164. The prize pool for the $300 event was $151,805. Maurice Sessum was second ($21,101) and Scotland’s Alan Findlay was
third ($13,829).
Jeffery Hobrecker, a local from Niagara Falls, pocketed $9,655
for fourth, while Lee Sylvester earned $7,211 for fifth.
Leonid Kaplin took down Event 5 ($4,103) edging John Stempien
($2,569). The prize pool was $15,200.
Jeffrey Salhab earned $6,847 for Event 6 ($300 PLO).
TURNING STONE RESORT CASINO: The Winter Poker Meltdown
runs Jan. 5-8. The highlight of the series is the $250 main
event, which has a $50K guarantee. The $225 deepstack turbo,
including a $50 bounty, is Jan. 8 at 1 p.m.
DEL LAGO RESORT & CASINO: The grand opening of this Finger
Lakes property is 10 a.m. on Feb. 1, and there is a 10-table
poker room.
TIOGA DOWNS: The property opened its casino Dec. 2. The
gaming floor features 33 table games, and the former Winner’s
Circle Lounge has been renovated to serve as a 10-table poker
room. Plans are being made to host tournaments this year. S

MIDWEST

PITTSBURGH OPEN GOES TO HALASKA

T

he Pittsburgh Poker Open series ran Nov. 9-22 at Rivers Casino as Jeremy Halaska of Cleveland won the $1,650
main event for $49,700 with 122 players creating a $177,510
prize pool. Stan Fudor of Seven Hills, Pa., took second. The
series featured 17 events (15 no-limit hold’em, one pot-limit
Omaha and one Omaha/8).
In cash games, various high-hand promotions are on Mondays, Thursdays, Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays, and $200
Hot Seats on Tuesdays and Wednesdays. At press time, the
bad-beat jackpot for hold’em had swelled to $247K. For more,
go to the poker room’s website.
THE MEADOWS: Once per month, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on the
second Saturday, $300 will be awarded every hour for the high
hand of the qualifying period as $4,500 total will be awarded.
If you make a royal flush you’ll win the progressive jackpot,
the amount of which is posted in the room.
HOLLYWOOD CASINO COLUMBUS: The poker room has been doing some great high-hand promotions for cash games in recent
months. Details are listed on the room’s Facebook page.
HOLLYWOOD CASINO TOLEDO: High hands pay every 30 minutes
on Thursdays (4 p.m.-midnight), Fridays (4 p.m.-2 a.m.), Saturdays (noon-2 a.m.) and Sundays (noon-10 p.m.). The minimum qualifying hand is aces full of deuces and both hold cards
must play.
Other cash-game promotions include Hollywood Awards,
where players win by making any of the 29 qualifying hands.
Also, “3 for $30” means play three consecutive hours between
3 a.m. and noon and receive $30 in chips added to your stack
(qualify twice and receive $60).
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Chicagoland

30

Majestic Star Casino, having a long history of hosting televised poker tournaments, once again grabbed the national
stoplight with the launching of America’s Poker Tour. Fred Bevill and Amanda Leatherman were back in town behind the cameras.
The main event attracted players from all over the country,
including Joe Cada, Dutch Boyd and David Williams, creating a prize
pool of $197K with 201 entries. The final table featured local
pros Ben Castle, Kenny Nguyen and runner-up Pavlin Karakikov.
Alex Ziskin had luck on his side, spiking one of two remaining jacks on the river on the final hand, winning $47K. The
30-year-old from Chicago is enjoying his best year as a pro,
also winning a World Series bracelet in June.
“America’s Poker Tour had an amazing time at our inaugural event at Majestic Star Casino just outside Chicago,” APT

RIP: Mike Mustafa
The poker world received sad news in
late November when it was well-known
Chicago pro Mike Mustafa died unexpectedly.
Mustafa had been a fixture in the
Midwest poker scene even before the poker
boom. In 2002, he won $582,308, including a career-best
$223,623 for finishing runner-up to Poker Hall of Famer
Carlos Mortensen in the 2010 World Poker Tour Hollywood
Poker Open in Lawrenceburg, Ind.
Mustafa also finished runner-up in the 2014 Chicago
Poker Classic Event 2 for $64,452, was fifth in the 2013
World Series of Poker Event 4 ($1,500 six-max) for $56,499
and took fifth in the 2014 Heartland Poker Tour event in
Chicago for $37,428.
He was third in the inaugural America’s Poker Tour
Main Event for $19,384 just this year.
“One of the first friends I met from playing poker years
ago,” WSOP Circuit ring-winner Zal Irani said of Mustafa.
“Always supportive, helpful and friendly. Shocked and saddened by this news.”
Mark “P0ker Ho” Kroon echoed those sentiments. “He was
one of the guys you never wanted to see at your table, so
unpredictable. He was also one of the guys you wanted to
talk to off the table, so likable.” — Chad Holloway
president Derek Melicher said. “The Cubs had just won the World
Series and I had the opportunity to go to the rally, which was
an amazing experience. The opening weekend event kicked the
tour off with a bang with over a $100K prize pool for just a
$200 buy-in. The staff at Majestic Star Casino did a great job
and the players had a great time. We learned a lot from the
event overall and will be implementing those lessons to make
our next event that much better.”
The show will air early next year on Comcast Sports. The
$200 buy-in opener had 630 entries, creating a $105K prize
pool. Bob Chow, who has a long list of tournament accomplishments, won the title and $24K.
Bobby Thompson, who made a World Poker Open final table in
2007, won the seniors event for $2,774. Thompson learned the
game from Humberto Brenes and Dewey Tomko.
SOUTH BEND CASINO: The government has given the green light
Continued on next page
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to the Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Indians for building Indiana’s largest casino. The $400 million development is expected
to open in 2020.
TROPICANA EVANSVILLE: The Mid-States Poker Tour brings its
regional tour to town Feb. 18-26. The $50K guarantee’s buy-in
is $350.

Iowa
Riverside Casino held its popular Cold Turkey Showdown
over Thanksgiving weekend and John Bender carved up the field
to pocket $7,524 for the main-event win.
HORSESHOE COUNCIL BLUFFS: The strong monthly tournament
offerings continue this month with a $150 Fat Stack on Jan. 16
at 10 a.m. to commemorate Martin Luther King Day. On Jan.
27, there will be an $85 satellite for the World Series of Poker
Colossus in Las Vegas. The winner will receive a $2,650 package for the Colossus during this summer’s WSOP, including entry fee, hotel, airfare, pro seminars and a tour of the WSOP.
JACKPOTS: We still have a battle of dueling bad-beat jackpots
going on as two casinos have jackpots approaching $250K.
Jumer’s Casino in the Quad Cities was just more than $220K
at press time. But leading the duel, however, is Diamond Jo in
Worth with more than $225K. Will it crack first in the North or
in the East?

Minnesota
RUNNING ACES CASINO: Max Havlish of Coon Rapids, Minn., won
the Big Turkey Tourney just before Thanksgiving. Havlish ended the tournament with the lead when he chopped with runnerup Adam Arola. Havlish took $22,149, leaving Arola with $14K.
While this is Havlish’s largest career cash, he’s no stranger to
making the money in tournaments, having $55K-plus in lifetime earnings spread across 25 events.
This is his sixth career win according to Hendon Mob. The
Big Turkey Tourney had a $500 buy-in and drew 169 entries for
a $73,768 prize pool.
CANTERBURY PARK: The Mid-States Poker Tour wrapped up its
event here just as Ante Up was going to press. Look for results in
our next issue.

Wisconsin
HO-CHUNK NEKOOSA: The poker room will close Dec. 31. The
closure follows in the footsteps of Bad River
Lodge & Casino, which closed Sept. 28.
POTAWATOMI HOTEL & CASINO: In late November, Alex Aqel topped a field of 596 entrants,
the second-largest major tournament in
Wisconsin history, to win the $1,100 MidStates Poker Tour Main Event for $138,385.
KOMBEREC WINS: Wisconsin native Ken Komberec bested 405 entrants to win MSPT
Meskwaki in Tama, Iowa, for $93,922. His
win came four months after his childhood
friend, John Sun, won the same event.
LCO CASINO LODGE: Elissa DeCora has been
named poker room manager at the Northern
Wisconsin property. S
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RESTOCK THE SHELVES

HERE’S YOUR CHANCE TO HELP ON JAN.16

O

n Jan. 16, you can make a difference in your community.
On that date, and the days surrounding it, poker venues
across North America will give you an opportunity to donate
money and food to a food bank in your community as part of
our third annual Restock the Shelves charity food bank initiative
with Blue Shark Optics.
Over the past two years, the generosity of poker players and
poker rooms has meant nearly 111,000 people have been fed

through Restock the Shelves. Each participating poker venue
creates an event and how you can participate; many will give
extra tournament chips or raffle tickets for your generous donation. A list of venues participating so far is on the right, with full
details at anteupmagazine.com/restock.
Don’t see your favorite poker venue listed? There’s plenty of
time for rooms to join. Ask your room manager to contact Scott
Long at (727) 331-4335 or scott@anteupmagazine.com.

Arizona
HARRAH'S AK-CHIN

PECHANGA RESORT & CASINO

Charity: F.O.R. Maricopa
Event details: 7:30 p.m. Jan. 16. Buy-in is five food items for 3,000

Charity: Temecula Pantry
Event details: Players who donate a food item will get 1K bonus units

for any tournament Monday-Friday in January.

units, and players can add 500-5,000 units with donations of up to
five more food items, and a $10 dealer appreciation will add 2,000
units. There is a $600 prize pool.

RED HAWK CASINO

HON-DAH RESORT CASINO

(first 12 players to register get 1,000 bonus chips). Players who donate a minimum of $1 or a food item get 2,000 bonus chips.

Charity: The Love Kitchen and United Food Bank
Event details: Jan. 9 and Jan. 16. $30 buy-in for 2,000 units. $1K
added to the prize pool ($800 for the prize pool, $100 for the
high hand and two $50 mystery bounties). Players will get
more units for donating up to five food items (500 for one,
1K for two, 2K for three, 3K for four and 4K for five). Each
entrant also gets a raffle ticket for a special prize.

California
HARRAH'S SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

Charity El Dorado County Food Bank
Event details: 6:15 p.m., Jan. 16 (registration at 5:15 p.m.) $60 buy-in

Canada
GEORGETOWN (ONTARIO) POKER

Charity: Salvation Army Oakville

Community Church
Event details: Players donating at least
one food item during satellites for the
Fallsview Classic will be eligible for prizes
donated by Georgetown Poker.

Charity: San Diego Food Bank
Event details: Players are encouraged to donate

ORANGEVILLE POKER TOUR

Charity: Orangeville Food Bank
Event details: 7:30 p.m., Jan. 20, $85

food items throughout January in a bin in the
poker room.

buy-in, with optional add-on for a
donation of one food item or $15. Knock
Steve Kerr out of the tournament and win
a pair of Blue Shark Optics.

JACKSON RANCHERIA CASINO RESORT

Charity: Interfaith Food Bank
Event details: 11 a.m. Jan. 13, 11 a.m. Jan. 14
and 7:30 p.m. Jan. 16. Players get 500 more
units up to a maximum of 2K for donating
food items in tournaments each day.

LIVERMORE CASINO

Charity: Tri-Valley Haven
Event details: 11 a.m., 7 p.m. Jan. 16. Donations of
food items taken during both tournaments.

LUCKY CHANCES

Charity: North Peninsula Food Pantry & Dining Center
of Daly City

Event details: 9:30 a.m., Jan. 16, $120 buy-in for 8K

units. A $20 optional donation gets 3K more units
and a food item donation gets 1K more. First place is
guaranteed $4K.

PARKWEST CASINO SONOMA

Charity: Redwood Empire Food Bank
Event details: From Jan. 1-16, players get a raffle

ticket for every food item donated, no maximum.
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Connecticut
FOXWOODS RESORT CASINO

Charity: United Way of Southeastern
Connecticut
Event details: 11 a.m. Jan. 16, $300 buy-in Big
Stack. Five $200 Mega satellite seats for the Feb.
18 $1,100 buy-in tournament will be given away.

Florida
DAYTONA BEACH KENNEL CLUB

Charity and event: To be announced

DERBY LANE

Charity: Metropolitan Ministries
Event details: 1 p.m. Jan. 16, $80 buy-in with $3K guarantee. 10K units with 5K more for players who donate two
food items. $5 add-on for 5K more.

a

RESTOCK THE SHELVES
MELBOURNE GREYHOUND PARK

Event details: 7 p.m. Jan. 16. $10 buy-in with unlimited rebuys and

food items will be collected daily through Jan. 16.

RUNNING ACES CASINO RACETRACK

Charity: Daily Bread Melbourne
Event details: 7 p.m. Jan. 16, $60 buy-in and 6K units. In addition,

MIAMI POKER SOCIETY

Charity and event: To be announced

OXFORD DOWNS

one $20 mega add-on. Players are asked to bring two non-perishable food items.

Charity: Family Pathways
Event details: 6 p.m. Jan. 16, freeroll, with players having the option

of making up to five $10 add-ons for 5K units each, plus 3K units for
donating a food item.

Charity: To be announced
Event details: Jan. 15. More details coming.

Mississippi

SEMINOLE CASINO COCONUT CREEK

PEARL RIVER RESORT

TAMPA BAY DOWNS

every non-perishable food item donated (five maximum per day).
Two drawings will be held Jan. 16, with five winners in the first
each receiving $100 and four winners in the second winning one a
tournament entry worth $35-$125. Tournament players donating
one non-perishable food item or $5 will receive 1,000 bonus units
for any tournament until Jan. 16.

Charity: Feeding South Florida
Event: A tournament was held Dec. 17-18 asking for food donations.
Charity: Mattie Williams Neighborhood Family Center
Event details: 6 p.m., Jan. 16, $100 buy-in with optional add-ons,

which go to the charity, as will all proceeds from raffles of more
than $1K worth of prizes. Get one raffle ticket for every food item
donated for a drawing for an Ante Up Poker Cruise package.

TGT POKER

Charity: Mattie Williams Neighborhood Family Center
Event details: Players will get a raffle ticket for each food item

donated. A drawing on Jan. 16 at Tampa Bay Downs will award one
Ante Up Poker Cruise package.

Illinois
WINDY CITY POKER CHAMPIONSHIP

Charity: Tim Early Foundation
Event details: Jan. 21. More details to be announced.

Indiana
HPT/AMERISTAR EAST CHICAGO

Charity: Food Bank of Northwest Indiana
Event details: Noon, Jan. 16, $200 buy-in bounty event ($50 bounties,

$10K guarantee). Players start with 12K units and get 2K more for a
donation of at least five items.

HORSESHOE HAMMOND CASINO

Charity: To be announced
Event details: Jan. 23, more details to come.

Maryland
MARYLAND LIVE CASINO

Charity: Anne Arundel County Food and Resource Bank
Event details: 7:15 p.m. Jan. 9, $8K guarantee, $150 buy-in and $50

bounties. Players get a bonus 1K units for each food item donated,
up to a maximum of 10.

Michigan
FIREKEEPERS CASINO HOTEL

Charity: Food Bank of South Central Michigan
Event details: Noon and 6:30 p.m. Jan. 16, $40 buy-in for each tourna-

ment for 5K units, with 200 more for each food item donated up to a
maximum of five, and 1K units for a $10 donation.

Minnesota
MINNEAPOLIS ROUNDERS
Charity: Aeon

Charity: Mississippi United Methodist, Chahta Mission
Event details: Starting Dec. 1, players will get one drawing ticket for

New Mexico
INN OF THE MOUNTAIN GODS RESORT AND CASINO
Charity: To be announced
Event details: Jan. 16. More details to be announced.

New York
SENECA NIAGARA CASINO & HOTEL

Charity: Community Missions of Niagara Frontier
Event details: Players who bring in five food items or make a small

donation on Jan. 16 will get a Restock the Shelves T-shirt. There will
be $5K in giveaways from 9 a.m. to noon, with lunch served at 1 p.m.

North Carolina
HARRAH'S CHEROKEE CASINO RESORT
Charity: To be announced
Event details: To be announced

KONTENDERS USA IN CARY

Charity and event: To be announced

Ohio
JACK CLEVELAND CASINO

Charity: Greater Cleveland Food Bank
Event details: Noon and 7 p.m. Jan. 16. Players in the noon tourna-

ment will get 3K bonus units for each food item donated, up to a
maximum of five. Players in the 7 p.m. tournament will get a bonus
3K units for each $20 donation, up to a maximum of five. This tournament is a celebrity event with $250 bounties and $2,500 will be
added to the prize pool.

Pennsylvania
PARX CASINO

Charity: To be announced
Event details: 7 p.m. Jan. 17. More details to be announced.

Wisconsin
HO-CHUNK GAMING WISCONSIN DELLS
Charity and event: To be announced.

* Go to anteupmagazine.com/restock to find more info.
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STRATEGY: COACH’S CORNER

SPECULATIVE HANDS
NEED JUSTIFICATION
W

hen playing a speculative hand preflop, understand
why you’ve decided to take a flop. There are three critical reasons you can justify this.
GETTING THE RIGHT PRICE: We’re playing $1-$2 no-limit and an
early position player raises to $7. Three players call, which gives us the right price to enter the pot with something such as 6-4 offsuit.
Keep in mind that effective stack sizes are part
of the equation.
When the original raiser has a small stack
MARK
of, say $80, I will opt out because I want a shot
BREMENT
at winning a big pot. This is often overlooked.
Opponent’s stack size should influence our
decision to play.
“What if the raise is larger, like $15?” Fold! You’re not getting the right price. Are there exceptions? Sure. Imagine effective stacks are $1K. Get your $15 in there. We’re getting
the right implied odds to play.
“What if the table has four or five players with relatively
small stacks?” Change tables.
“What if the table is deep all the way around, can I play my
speculative hand from early position?” Yes, yes, yes. We want
to win big pots. If effective stacks are $500, we have permission to widen our range.
Unfortunately, this is rather unusual at the $1-$2 level, so
we’re forced to play in late position, which is a good thing for
our profit margin.
THE 5 PERCENT RULE: When we’re tasked with a decision to
play a speculative hand, don’t risk more than 5 percent of our
stack. This is consistent with the aforementioned information.
Having a rule of thumb helps us simplify our decision-making
process. Playing with a $200 stack, we don’t want to enter a
preflop pot for more than $10. This assures us we are getting
the right price.
SMALL AND MEDIUM PAIRS: Pairs played well are profit centers.
Pairs played poorly will prove to be the difference between a
winning and losing year.
See your flops on the cheap. You’re playing to hit your set,
which you will hit about one in eight times (7.5 to be exact).
Sets are well-disguised and don’t slow-play them. Bet out to
build that pot.
When taking a raise with a pair, make sure your opponent,
the one who raised, has at least 15 times the amount you’re
calling.
For example, the villain raises to $10 and you call. Effective
stacks must be at least $150 to play. If he only has $100 in his
stack, fold. You can get a better price elsewhere.
— Mark Brement has spent 15 years teaching and coaching all facets of
poker, including at Pima CC. Email him at brementmark@gmail.com.
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POKER INSIDER

POKER’S LIKE A BOX
OF CHOCOLATES
A

re you acting as Forrest Gump’s mother suggested, stupid
is as stupid does, or are you able to avoid making stupid
moves at the table? Understanding it’s not all that hard to make
a mistake, are you the one who turns the making of a simple
mistake into a new art form?
We’ve all been there, trying to make a hand
in an attempt to take down a pot when we know
we have no business being in that hand.
Lately, I’m seeing repeated attempts to play
this way, leaving no doubt as to the caliber of
AL
competitors.
SPATH
Just this morning I was told, “I’m here for the
fun of it and enjoy playing the way I do.” I was so glad others at the table didn’t lash out at him, but rather embraced his
presence.
Having multiple inexperienced or “stupid” players at your
table means you need to learn to produce winning sessions
while not going on tilt.
If you’re decreasing your starting-hand criteria or playing
hands out of position in an attempt to get in more pots with
players with inferior skills, you have left yourself vulnerable to
some horrific beats from these unworthy adversaries.
To win, you must be vigilant in your ability to play your best
poker. And even then, with so many players entering most pots,
you’re still subject to the occasional suckout. Poker is about percentages. Having the best of it is exactly the position you want.
Getting your money in any pot and leading in the hand will net
you more money in the long run than being behind and always
needing a card to win.
When players complain about the looseness or stupidity of
others at the table, I really have to laugh. Would you rather all
opponents be pros or solid players?
I want to have a mix. I believe when you identify the styles
of players, it’s your job to exploit them. It’s much easier for me
to lay down a hand to a solid player, who occasionally needs to
dust off his chips, than to play someone who is unpredictably
good, changes speeds and is observant.
Next time you play, don’t be put off by those making bonehead plays; you need someone to play that way. It’s their way
of offering you a “box of chocolates.”
Just don’t play their way in an attempt to crush them. That
would be stupid and we all remember: “Stupid is as stupid
does.”
— Al Spath is the former Dean at Poker School Online and continues to
teach poker online and live. His free YouTube Poker Channel (Al Spath)
has hundreds of instructional videos to view. Al’s live broadcasts are on
TwitchTV: follow (PositivePokerInsiders). Contact Al directly at alspath@
alspath.com with questions coaching inquires.
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Relax ...
Play poker ...
Repeat.

Cash games • Tournaments • Classes
Tampa to Mexico • March 20-25 • $599
Tampa to Barcelona • April 17-May 1 • $845
Port Canaveral to Bahamas • June 5-9 • $584
Galveston to Mexico • Sept. 17-24 • $636

AnteUpCruises.Com

Jeanne Cosenza • 727-742-3843

Prices based on double-occupancy

STRATEGY

TURNING PRO

KEEP YOUR GAME LOOSE, FUN
Y

our name just got called for your $2-$5 no-limit hold’em
seat. You arrive at the table and start stacking your chips.
You look around and six of the players at the table are wearing huge headphones, five have backpacks on
their chairs, three are watching videos on their
tablets and nobody’s smiling.
Is this a game for you? Of course not. Your
average casino fish doesn’t want to play in this
game, either.
Your reasons are different than theirs, but
BRENT
the result is the same. Some of these players
PHILBIN
might be pros, too, but they’re discouraging action in the game. Part of your responsibility as a pro is to provide some entertainment for the losing players. This helps your
hourly rate and helps those around you feel better about their
life decisions. Other tips:
CONSIDER YOUR IMAGE: I don’t bring a backpack to the table, despite knowing full well how much easier it would make my life
if I had one. I don’t wear headphones, sunglasses or a hoodie
when I play, either. Novices don’t enjoy playing with “those stupid Internet kids” at their tables and pros might be able to assume some true things about me quicker if they see me in that
uniform. I encourage you to follow this example and present

an image to the players at the table that’s fun and light-hearted.
BE SILLY: Don’t do anything against casino regulations, but
silly games will keep people entertained in a game that can become monotonous. There’s still a whole group of people out
there who remember the “bucket” game on a poker cruise:
Each $500-plus pot means the winner must purchase a bucket
of beer. Imagine a poker table where there were three times
more buckets of beer than people to drink them. That’s action.
Don’t look for an edge in these stupid games; just try to make
them fun. Maybe everyone that wins a pot needs to show one
card or maybe you bet on how many episodes of Dance Moms
the floorman has seen. Just keep it fun.
DON’T MAKE NOVICES UNCOMFORTABLE: The primary example of
this would be pressuring the table into a round of straddles.
This is something that can be beneficial in some circumstances,
but usually what happens will be that you make the most inexperienced players in the game the most uncomfortable. The
same goes for adding games to create a mixed game or increasing the max buy-in.
Do what you can to keep your table laughing and putting
chips in the pot, but don’t make them uncomfortable about it.
— Brent Philbin is a poker pro who lives in South Florida. You can reach
him at Brent.Philbin@gmail.com.

POKER PSYCHOLOGY: HEAD GAMES

GIVE RECREATIONAL PLAYERS A BREAK
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hy does someone play poker? Fun, money, competition,
adrenalin rush, better than bingo.
For some, poker seems to be the last arena for their completive nature. For others, it’s a release or recreational thing.
Others play fairly seriously, study the game. Some think
there’s always a “right” play and that if everyone made the
right play they would win every pot because they’re better at
the math, the reads, etc.
Often, these players get upset with the recreational guy who doesn’t seem to care about
losing, or winning, a buy-in or two.
Others are grinders; it’s their everyday living. They have to go to work; they have to be
successful. This is not that much different from
STEPHEN
owning a business. But it’s probably different
BLOOMFIELD from working in a big corporation. These folks
have to be entrepreneurs.
Not all recreational players are fish, however, and poker
needs to give them a break. Stop talking about knocking on
the fish tank or leaving the game when the fish leaves. Don’t be
annoyed with losing to a weaker player. If you’re one of these
players, think about your attitude. If this is your living, there’s
etiquette.
Everyone likes to win. That may be a simple statement but

it has to do with behavior and reinforcement. Everyone likes to
leave with money in the pocket. For some, it’s a necessity, others
an enjoyment.
Most recreational players don’t know a lot about the math,
how to read patterns or leveling. They can’t be taken advantage
of because they’re not there to grind out a win. But after some
have a couple of sessions winning, they start thinking they have
mastered the game and start plying over their head, and that’s
a problem.
The best strategy for this is to limit the variables. Someone
once said if you have a good preflop hand and are seated at a
table with Phil Ivey, Daniel Negreanu or others, then go all-in. It
limits the choices and you can’t get outplayed.
These players don’t devote the time to be a consistent winner
or a winner over time. They don’t play enough hands overall.
Often, narrowing the range of their opponent is something
that eludes them. “What am I playing against?” This is different than playing top pair and a flush draw and getting it all-in
against two pair.
Regulars and grinders should give the recreational player a
break. Recreational players? Know your limits. And everyone?
Keep your head in the game.
— Dr. Stephen Bloomfield is a licensed psychologist and avid poker
player. Email him at editor@anteupmagazine.com.

WHERE TO PLAY

ARIZONA
LOCATION

TOURNAMENTS/SPECIAL EVENTS

JACKPOTS/PROMOTIONS

BLUEWATER RESORT & CASINO
(928) 669-7000 • bluewaterfun.com
BUCKY’S CASINO
(928) 708-6801 • buckyscasino.com
CASINO ARIZONA AT TALKING STICK
(480) 850-7777 • casinoaz.com
CASINO DEL SOL
(800) 344-9435 • casinodelsol.com
CLIFF CASTLE CASINO HOTEL
(928) 567-7999 • cliffcastlecasinohotel.com
DESERT DIAMOND
(520) 342-1810 • ddcaz.com
FT. McDOWELL CASINO
(480) 837-1424 • fortmcdowellcasino.com
HARRAH’S PHOENIX AK-CHIN
(480) 802-5000 • harrahsakchin.com
HON-DAH
(928) 369-0299 • hon-dah.com
VEE QUIVA HOTEL & CASINO
(520) 796-7777 • wingilariver.com/vee-quiva
WILD HORSE PASS HOTEL AND CASINO
(800) 946-4452 • wingilariver.com/wild-horse-pass

Tuesday KO ($35 w/$20 early-bird rebuy, 7p); Thursday KO ($40 w/$20 early-bird
rebuy, 7p).
Mon.-Thurs. (noon); Tue.-Thurs. (6p); Sat. (noon & 6p).

High hands ($50 for straight flushes and quads, $200 for royals); Aces Cracked.

Mon.-Fri. ($125, 11:15a); Mon.-Thurs. ($145, 7:15p); Fri. ($200, 7:15p); Staycation
Weekend Tournament, Jan. 13-15. See ad on Page 17.
Thurs. $5K guar. ($100, 7p); Sat. $200 added Omaha/8 ($15 w/$5 rbs and add-on,
9a); Sun. ($45, 11a).
Mon.-Fri. ($30, 10a); Wed. ($60, 7p); Sat. ($50, noon).

Football events with splash pots (Thurs., Sun. & Mon.).

Mon. & Thurs. Poker Cup of Coffee Tournament w/$500 added ($35, 9:30a); Tue. &
Wed. Poker Sundown Showdown w/$500 added ($35, 7p).
Mon., Wed., Thurs. & Fri. ($30, noon); Mon., Tue., Thurs. & Sun. ($5, 7p); Tue. ($40, noon);
Wed. ($10, 7p); Fri. ($60, 7p); Sat. ($5, noon), ($40, 4p); ($50, 7p); Sun. ($10, noon).
Tue. HA ($40, 7:30p); Wed. Crazy Pineapple KO ($40, 7:30p); Sat. $500 guar. ($50,
12:30p); Sun. ($25, 12:30p).
Mon. ($25 w/rebuy and add-on, 6p); Tue. ($15, 6p); Wed. ($40, 6p); Thurs. O/8 ($40,
6p); Fri. KO ($45, 6p); Sat. ($30, 4p); Sun. crazy pineapple ($30 w/rb & add-on, 4p).
Wed. ($40 w/add-on, 7:15p); Sat. ($40 w/add-on, 11:15a); Sun. ($30 w/add-on,
11:15a); 1st Sat. $5K guar. ($110, 12:15p).
Wed. ($15 w/rebuys
& add-on,
7p); Sat.
w/rebuys
& add-on,
Mon.-Thurs.
($30, noon);
Tue.-Wed.
($50,($20
7:30p);
Sun. ($30,
3:30p).11a); Sun. ($30,
11a).

Players receive 50 percent food discount tableside.

ARKANSAS
OAKLAWN PARK RACING AND GAMING
(501) 623-4411 • oaklawn.com

CALIFORNIA
AGUA CALIENTE CASINO
(888) 999-1995 • hotwatercasino.com
ARTICHOKE JOE’S
(650) 589-3145 • artichokejoes.com
AVIATOR CASINO
(661) 721-7770 • theaviatorcasino.com
BANKERS CASINO
(831) 422-6666 • bankerscasino.net
BARONA RESORT
(619) 443-2300 • barona.com

Bad-beat jackpot (daily); Omaha high hands (Mon. & Wed.).

Summer Thunder League (Sun. & Tue.); Summer Omaha/8 League (Wed. & Sat.);
Summer Lightning League (Mon. & Sat.).
Get paid for royal flushes.

High Hand (Sun.-Fri., 9a-10a & 10a-11a); Aces and Faces Cracked hourly (5p-1a);
Football Pools (Sun., Mon. & Thurs.).
High Hands for first three hours of the day; SplashPots; Aces Cracked; Wed. Night
Hockey Night w/$25 Splash Pots (Wed.).
$100 high hand; Hot Seat Drawings pay $50-$100; Sun. & Mon. night football
splash pots and free pizza during games. See ad on Page 34.
Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em, Omaha and stud; high hands; get paid for quads,
straight flushes and royals.
m isstud
acesand
fullOmaha;
of 10s beaten
quads;
royals pay $200;
Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em,
RollingbyCash
Fever.
Aces Cracked (daily); Super 77 bad-beat jackpot (quad 7s or better beaten).

Tue. $1K guar. ($20 w/rebuys, 7p); Wed. Payday ($20, 2p); Thurs. Ladies Freeroll
(7p); Fri. Bounty Hunter ($30, 2p); Sun. deepstack ($50, 2p).

Progressive and mini bad-beat jackpots; high hands; Splash the Pot.

Sun.-Fri. ($50 w/$20 rebuys, 11a); Sat. ($100 w/$50 rebuys, 11a); Tue. & Thurs. ($75
w/$25 rebuys, 6:30p).
Mon. ($28, 11a); Tue. ($25, 11a); Wed. HA ($50, 6:45p); Thurs. ($48, 11a); Sun.
($49, 6:45p).
Wed. Mexican Poker ($30 w/$10 rebuys and add-on, 6p).

Splash the Pot.

Mon. ($65 w/$60 rebuy & add-on, 6p); Tue. ($45 w/$40 rebuy & add-on, 6p); Sat.
($55, 11a).
Sat. ($60, 10a); Sun. ($60, 10a).

Aces Cracked.

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em pays up to $100K; Aces Cracked; royals pay $300.
Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Progressive jackpots in hold’em and Omaha.

Indicates this property is hosting a Restock the Shelves event. See story on Page 34 for details. To host an event, call (727) 331-4335.
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Subscribe with a credit card at anteupmagazine.com (scan the tag above)
or send a check or money order payable to:
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LOCATION

TOURNAMENTS/SPECIAL EVENTS

JACKPOTS/PROMOTIONS

BAY 101 CASINO
(408) 451-8888 • bay101.com
BICYCLE CASINO
(562) 806-4646 • thebike.com
CACHE CREEK CASINO
(530) 796-3118 • cachecreek.com
CALIFORNIA GRAND CASINO
(925) 685-8397 • calgrandcasino.com
CAPITOL CASINO
(916) 446-0700 • capitol-casino.com
CASINO M8TRIX
(408) 645-0083 • casinom8trix.com
CHUKCHANSI GOLD RESORT & CASINO
(866) 794-6946 • chukchansigold.com
CHUMASH CASINO RESORT
(805) 686-1968 • chumashcasino.com
CLUB ONE CASINO
(559) 497-3000 • clubonecasino.com
COLUSA CASINO
(530) 458-8844 • colusacasino.com
COMMERCE CASINO
(323) 721-2100 • commercecasino.com
ELK VALLEY CASINO
(707) 464-1020 • elkvalleycasino.com
FOLSOM LAKE BOWL SPORTS BAR & CASINO
(916) 983-4411 • folsomlakebowl.com
GARDENS CASINO
(562) 860-5887 • thegardenscasino.com
GOLDEN WEST CASINO
(661) 324-6936 • goldenwestcasino.net
GRATON RESORT & CASINO
(707) 588-7100 • gratonresortcasino.com
HARRAH’S RESORT SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA
(760) 751-3100 • harrahsrincon.com
HOLLYWOOD PARK
(310) 330-2800 • playhpc.com
HUSTLER CASINO
(310) 719-9800 • hustlercasinola.com

Mon.-Thurs. ($125, 9:30a); Fri. ($180, 9:30a); Sat. ($230, 9a); Sun. ($180, 9a); WPT
Shooting Star satellite, Jan. 14 ($275).
Nooners (M-F, noon); Quantum Reload (W, 5p & 6:30p), (F, 4p, 5:30p & 7p), (Sa, noon,
2p & 4p) & (Su, noon, 1:30p & 3p); Nooners Nites (M, 5p), (T., 5p & 6:30p) & (Th, 5p).
Wed. ($55 w/$50 rebuys, 6p); Fri. KO ($55, 6:30p); Sat. $500 added ($55 w/$50
rebuy, noon); Sun. KO ($135, noon).
Sunday ($50, 10:30a) w/$500 added to the prize pool.

No jackpots.

Mon.-Fri. ($30, 10a); 1st Sat. ($100, 11a); 2nd Sat. ($220, 11a); 3rd & 4th Sat. $3K
guar. ($60, 11a); Sun. $3K guar. ($60, 11a).
Tue. & Thurs. ($160, 7p) w/$2.5K to first place (minimum 60 players).

Omaha/8 (Mon., 2p); Mexican Poker event (Thurs., 8p); Sunday Cash Drawings pay
$10K.
$5K bad-beat jackpot; high hand (Mon.-Sun.); Aces Cracked (Mon.-Fri.); Splash the
Pot (Mon.-Fri.).
Progressive bad-beat double jackpot starts at $140K; regular jackpots start at $70K;
Sun. $1K high-hand payouts.
Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em and Omaha.
No jackpots.

Mon. & Tue. ($20).

Aces Cracked.

M-F ($40, 10:15a); Mon. ($10 w/rbs, 7p); T ($60, 7p); Wed. ($50, 7p); Th. ($40, 7p);
Fri. ($150, 7:15p); Sat. $6.5K guar. ($120, 1:15p); Sun. $3K guar. KO ($100, 1:15p).
Mon.-Sat. ($20-$40, 10:15a); Mon.-Fri. ($60-$70, 7:15p); Sat. O/8 ($20, 10:15a);
Sun. $5K guar. ($75, 1:15p).
No tournaments.

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Call for information.

Call for information.

Mon. ($20 w/rebuys, 6p); Tue. O/8 ($40, 6p); Wed. KO ($50, 6p); Thurs. ($30, 6p); Fri.
Deep Freeze ($80, 6p); Sat. KO ($35, 4p); Sun. O/8-HE ($30, 4p).
Wed. ($35 w/$15 rebuy, 2K chips, 6:30p); Sat. $1K guar. (7p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; player rewards.

Daily ($30-$150); Mon.-Fri. (1p & 6:45p); Sat. (10a & 1p); Sun. (2:15a & 1p); $30K
guar. New Year’s Day, KO ($175).
Mon. ($45, 6:15p); Wed. ($80, 6:15p); Fri. ($45, 10:15a); Sat. ($65, 12:15p); Sun.
KO ($65, 2:15p).
Mon., Wed. & Fri. ($60, 10a); Mon. KO ($150, 6:30p); Tue. & Thurs. ($35, 10a); Sun.
KO ($140, 10a); 3rd Sat. of month ($550).
Sat. & Sun. $1.75K guar. ($35, noon); Fri. & Sun. $1.75K guar. ($35, 8p); Sat. $2.5K
guar. ($55, 8p).
Daily ($60); Mon.-Fri. (noon & 7p); Sat. (noon & 7p); Sat. Big O ($60, 3p); 1st Sun. of
month ($230, noon).
Mon.-Tue. ($150, 7p); Wed. ($185, 7p); Thurs. KO ($185, 7p); Fri. ($100 w/$70 addon, 7p); Sun. ($250, 3p); Hustler Series, Jan. 2-15 w/$200K guar., Jan. 11 ($240).

Daily jackpots; Aces Cracked; High Hand Happy Hour.

Royal Flush Progressive Jackpot.
Bounty High Hand Bonus; Aces Cracked.

Friday Night Special pays players $120 for a $100 buy-in.

Mega and Omaha jackpots.
Progressive Bad-Beat Jackpot; Aces Cracked; Omaha Special.
Bonus Wheel; Aces Cracked; Pay for Play pays $5/hour; monthly cash drawings.
$100K Cash Drawings; Aces Cracked.

WHERE TO PLAY

CALIFORNIA (Continued)

Progressive bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Indicates this property is hosting a Restock the Shelves event. See story on Page 34 for details. To host an event, call (727) 331-4335.
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WHERE TO PLAY
CARDROOMS

CALIFORNIA (Continued)
LOCATION

TOURNAMENTS/SPECIAL EVENTS

JACKPOTS/PROMOTIONS

JACKSON RANCHERIA CASINO RESORT
(209) 223-1677 • jacksoncasino.com
LAKE ELSINORE CASINO
(951) 674-3101 • lercasino.com
LIMELIGHT CASINO
(916) 446-2208 • limelightcardroom.com
LIVERMORE CASINO
(925) 447-1702 • livermorecasino.net
LUCKY CHANCES CASINO
(650) 758-2237 • luckychances.com
LUCKY LADY CASINO
(619) 287-6690 • luckyladycardroom.com
MORONGO CASINO
(888) 667-6646 • morongocasinoresort.com
NORMANDIE CASINO
(310) 352-3400 • normandiecasino.com
OAKS CARD CLUB
(510) 653-4456 • oakscardclub.com
OCEAN’S 11 CASINO
(760) 439-6988 • oceans11.com
PALA CASINO
(760) 510-5100 • palacasino.com
PARK WEST CASINO CORDOVA
(916) 296-7477 • cordovacasino.com
PARK WEST CASINO LODI
(209) 334-9777 • thelodicasino.com
PARK WEST CASINO SONOMA
(707) 795-6121 • the101casino.com/casino
PASO ROBLES CENTRAL COAST CASINO
(805) 226-0500 • pasoroblescasino.com
PECHANGA RESORT
(951) 693-1819 • pechanga.com
PLAYERS CASINO VENTURA
(805) 643-1392 • pcventura.com
RANCHO’S CLUB
(916) 361-9186 • ranchosclub.com
RED HAWK CASINO
(530) 677-2580 • redhawkcasino.com
SAN MANUEL CASINO
(800) 359-2464 • sanmanuel.com
STONES GAMBLING HALL
(916) 735-8440 • stonesgamblinghall.com
SYCUAN CASINO
(619) 445-6002 • sycuan.com
TACHI PALACE CASINO
(559) 924-7751 • tachipalace.com
THUNDER VALLEY CASINO RESORT
(916) 408-7777 • thundervalleyresort.com
TURLOCK POKER ROOM
(209) 668-1010 • turlockpoker.com
WIN-RIVER RESORT & CASINO
(530) 243-3377 • winrivercasino.com

Mon. KO ($60, 7p); Tue. Omaha/8 ($40, 11a); Wed. ($30, 11a); Th. Crazy Pine. ($30,
11a); Fri. $2K guar. ($60, 11a); Sat. KO ($60, 11a); 2nd Sun. $5K guar. ($220, 1p).
Mon.-Thurs. & Sat. ($20 w/rebuys, 10a); Thurs. $2.5K guar. ($60, 6:40p); Fri. KO ($30
w/$10 bounties, 10a); Sun. $5K guar. ($60 w/$25 rebuys, 2p).
No daily tournaments.

$50K bad-beat jackpot.

Mon.-Fri. ($45 w/$20 rebuys and add-on, 11a); Tue. & Sun. ($100, 7p); Sat. & Sun.
($100, 11a); Mon.-Thurs. ($45 w/$20 rebuys and add-on, 7p).
Mon. & Wed.-Sat. ($65 w/$50 rebuy, 9:30a); Tue. ($200, 9:30a); Sun. ($250, 9:30a).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em and Omaha; royals bonus; Aces Cracked.
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AMERISTAR BLACK HAWK
(720) 946-4108 • ameristar.com/Black_Hawk.aspx
GOLDEN GATES CASINO
(303) 582-5600 • goldencasinogroup.com
ISLE CASINO BLACK HAWK
(303) 998-7777 • black-hawk.isleofcapricasinos.com
LADY LUCK CASINO
(303) 582-2141 • isleofcapricasinos.com
MIDNIGHT ROSE HOTEL & CASINO
(719) 689-2446 • triplecrowncasinos.com
RESERVE CASINO HOTEL
(303) 582-0800 • reservecasinohotel.com
SKY UTE CASINO RESORT
(970) 563-7777 • skyutecasino.com

CONNECTICUT
FOXWOODS RESORT CASINO
(800) 369-9663 • foxwoods.com
MOHEGAN SUN CASINO
(860) 862-8000 • mohegansun.com

DELAWARE
DELAWARE PARK
(302) 355-1050 • delawarepark.com
DOVER DOWNS HOTEL & CASINO
(302) 674-4600 • doverdowns.com
HARRINGTON RACEWAY
(888) 887-5687 • harringtonraceway.com

Daily ($25 w/$20 rebuy and add-on, 10a).

Bad-beat jackpots in hold’em, Omaha and stud.
Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is $100K; bad-beat jackpot in Omaha and stud; Aces
Cracked; Rack Attack.
Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Tue.-Fri. ($25 w/$20 rebuys and add-on, 10a); Sat. $3K guar. ($60 w/$10 add-on,
11a); Sun. ($20 $20 add-on, 11a).
Fri. $3K guar. ($40, 7p); Sat. $2.5K guar. ($40, 5p); Sun. $1.5K guar. ($15 or $10 w/
players card, 1p).
Mon. KO ($150, 6:15p); Wed. ($185, 6:15p); Sat. ($130, 11a); Sun. ($235, 1p); 1st
Sat. of month ($340, 11a).
Call for information.

Bad-beat jackpots in hold’em and Omaha; Lucky Hand Bonus (call for details).

Thurs. $1.2K guar. ($55, 7:15p); Fri. $2K guar. ($40, 7:15p).

$100 hourly high hands (Mon. & Wed.).

No tournaments.

$5K Mini Bad Beat Jackpot.

Mon.-Thurs. ($25, 10:20a); Mon. $2K guar. ($40, 7:20p); Thurs. $2.5K guar. ($45,
7:20p); Fri. KO ($30, 10:20a); Sat. $2K guar. ($40, 10:20a); Sun. $1K guar. FR (1p).
No tournaments.

Super Bad Beat Jackpot in hold’em.

Tue. ($20, 11a); Wed. ($25, 6p); Thurs. ($40, 6p); Fri. freeroll (6p); Sat. ($25, 11a);
Sun. freeroll (noon); 1st Sat. of month ($120, 3p).
Mon. ($45, 10a); Tue. ($45, 10a); Wed. ($45, 10a); Thurs. $4K guar. ($50, 10a); Fri.
$4K guar. ($50, 10a & 7p); Sat. $10K guar. ($80, 11a); Sun. $4.5K guar. ($50, 10a).
Mon. ($55, 11a & $80, 7p); Tue. ($25, 11:45a & $70, 7p); Wed. ($130, 11:45a); Thurs.
KO ($70, 7p); Sat. ($130, 11a); Sun. ($100, 11a & $55, 5p).
No tournaments.

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em, Omaha and stud.
Progressive bad-beat jackpot in hold’em, Omaha, and stud.
Call for information.

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em (aces full) and Omaha (quad eights); Spin to Win pays
up to $200; PLO (Wed., 2p); Omaha high hand and buy-in bargains.
Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em and Omaha; progressive royal-flush jackpot.
No-limit, limit and Omaha jackpots; high hands.
No jackpots.
Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Mon. & Thurs. ($60, 6:15p); Tue. KO ($80, 6:15p); 1st & 3rd Wed. ($100, 6:15p); Tue.,
Thurs.-Sun. ($60, 10a); 2nd & 4th Sat. ($100, 10a).
Monthly $24K tournament (qualify by playing live events).

$10K bad-beat jackpot; Progressive Royal Flush Jackpot; $100 high hand bonus; $50
quads, $75 straight flush bonuses.
Double jackpots (Mon. & Wed., noon-mid.); Money Wheel (Fri.).

Mon.- Fri. ($55, 10a); Tue. & Thurs. ($75, 6:30p); Sat. $10K guar. ($130, 11a); last
Sun. $40K guar. ($350, 11a).
M-Su ($25 w/rbs, 10a); M-W qualifiers ($50, 6:30p); Th ($70 w/$50 rbs, 6:30p); F KO
($46 w/$10 bounties, 6:30p); Sa KP ($46 w/bounties, 6p); Sun. ($70 w/$50 rbs, 6p).
Mon. KO ($60, 7:15p); Tue. ($50, 7:15p); Wed. KO ($60, 7:15p); Fri. ($50, 11:15a);
Sat. KO ($60, 11:15a); 1st Saturday WSOP satellite ($225, 11:15a). See ad Page XX.
M-Th ($40, 11a); M ($20 w/$10 rbs, 7p); W O/8-PLO/8-HORSE ($60, 7p); F-Su ($40
w/$20 rbs and add-on, 11a); Fri. ($155, 6p); Sat. ($60, 7p); Sun. KO ($100, 7p).
Daily ($15, 9a); Mon. ($25, 6p); Tue. KO ($25, 6p) Wed. ($25, 6p); Thurs. KO ($25,
6p); Fri. satellite ($70, 6p); Sat. ($25, 6p); Sun. Omaha ($45, 11:00a).
Mon. $1K Madness ($20, 5p); Tue. $2K deepstack ($75, 5p); Wed. $1K Stack Attack
($20, 5p); Sun. $1K guar. Deep Stack ($55, 4p).

Rack Attacks (daily); Aces Cracked (daily).

No tournaments.

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; mini descending bad-beat jackpot.

Daily ($40, 10a); Mon.-Thurs. ($80, noon); Fri. & Sun. ($160, noon); Sat. ($210,
noon); Mon.-Wed. ($60, 7p); Thurs. & Sun. ($100, 7p); Fri. & Sat. ($130, 7p).
Sunday $1K freeroll (3p) w/40 seats awarded per week.

High hands pay up to $50/hour (daily) and $100/hour (noon-7p); Wheel of
Winnings.
Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Fri. ($60, 7p); Sat. ($60, 2p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Fri. ($100, 4p); 2nd & 4th Sat. ($40, 12:30p); 2nd & 4th Sun. ($110, 2p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; mini bad-beat jackpot is aces full of 10s.

No tournaments.

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; high hand (Sun., Tue. & Fri.); Bounce Back (Mon.,
Wed. & Thurs.).
Player comps pay $1/hour; Splash the Pot pays $50 (Mon. & Thurs., noon, 2p & 4p).

Mon. ($40, 7p); Thurs. ($50, 7p); Sat. ($120, noon); 1st Sat. of month ($210, noon).

Progressive jackpots in hold’em and Omaha.
Aces Cracked; progressive bad-beat jackpot; high hands.
Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em and Omaha; high hands. See ad on Pages 2-3.
Progressive bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; Mexican Poker $100 high hand (Thurs.Sun.); royal flush progressive jackpot.
Aces Cracked; Progressive Straight Flushes.

Mon.-Thurs. ($80-$160, 10a); Fri. 10K guar. ($160, 6p); Sat. $25K guar. ($300, 11a);
New Year’s Holiday Special, Jan. 1-2; MLK Holiday Special, Jan. 14-16.
Daily ($50-$150); Mon.-Thurs. (10a, 2p & 7p); Fri. (11a & 2p); Sat. (11a); Sun. (11a
& 5p). See ad on Page 27.

Bad beat in hold’em is quad eights in hold’em and quad deuces in stud; High Hand
Frenzy (Sun. & Tue., 9a-9p & Fri. & Sat., 2p-2a) with $500 paid every 30 minutes.
High hands pay up to $600.

Daily ($45-$100); Mon.-Wed (noon & 7p); Thurs. (noon & 7p); Fri. (noon, 7p & 10p);
Sat. (9a, noon, 7p & 10p); Sun. (9a, noon, 3p & 7p).
Mon.-Fri. ($35, 11:15a); Mon.-Thurs. ($35, 7:15p); Fri. ($45, 7:15p); Sat. ($45,
11:15a, $35, 3:15p & 7:15p); Sun. ($35, 11:15a, 3:15p & 7:15p).
Tue. & Thurs. ($60, 11a); Wed. Omaha NL ($60, 11a); Sat. ($60 w/rebuy and add-on,
11a); Sun. KO ($60, 1p).

Hourly high hands.
Royal flush bonus; bad beat hands pays $300-$600.
High hand giveaway (Mon. & Fri., 11a-4p), (Tue. & Wed.) & (Sun.); Aces Cracked
pays $50 (Sun.- Fri.); quad jacks or better pays $100 (Tue. & Thurs.).

LOCATION

TOURNAMENTS/SPECIAL EVENTS

JACKPOTS/PROMOTIONS

BESTBET JACKSONVILLE
(904) 646-0002 • bestbetjax.com
BESTBET ORANGE PARK
(904) 646-0002 • bestbetjax.com
CASINO AT DANIA BEACH
(954) 920-1511 • casinodaniabeach.com
CREEK ENTERTAINMENT GRETNA
(850) 875-6930 • creekentertainment.com
DAYTONA BEACH KENNEL CLUB
(386) 252-6484 • daytonagreyhound.com/pokerroom
DERBY LANE
(727) 812-3339 x7 • derbylanepoker.com
EBRO GREYHOUND PARK
(850) 234-3943 • goebro.com
FT. PIERCE JAI-ALAI & POKER
(772) 464-7500 • jaialai.net/poker.php
GULFSTREAM PARK
(954) 457-6336 • gulfstreampark.com
HIALEAH PARK CASINO
(305) 885-8000 • hialeahparkcasino.com
ISLE CASINO AT POMPANO PARK
(954) 972-2000 x5123 • theislepompanopark.com
MAGIC CITY CASINO
(305) 649-3000 • flaglerdogs.com
MARDI GRAS CASINO
(877) 557-5687 x3167 • playmardigras.com
MELBOURNE GREYHOUND PARK
(321) 259-9800 • mgpark.com
MICCOSUKEE RESORT & GAMING
(877) 242-6464 • miccosukee.com
NAPLES-FT. MYERS GREYHOUND TRACK
(239) 992-2411 • naplesfortmyersdogs.com
OCALA POKER AND JAI-ALAI
(352) 591-2345 • ocalapoker.com
OXFORD DOWNS
(352) 347-2273 • betoxford.com

Daily $40-$150 (noon & 7p); MSPT, Jan. 19-28w/main event, Jan. 27-29 ($1,100).
See ad on Page 5.
Tue. ($50, 7p); Sun. ($50, noon).

Bad-beat jackpots in hold’em (uncapped); $500 high hand every 15 min. (select
days/hours).
Bad-beat jackpots in hold’em; Mystery High Hand (Mon.).

Monday $6K guar. ($130, 7p); Friday $10K guar. ($150, 6p). See ad on Page 21.

Numerous jackpots and promotions (call for details).

Wed. $2.5K guar. (7p); Fri. & Sat. $2K guar. ($60, 7p).

Full House Promo (Tue. & Thurs., 7p-mid. & daily at 9a); earn cash toward free play
up to $3/hour (Mon.-Thurs.). See ad on Page 45.
Super Saturday (noon-mid.); high hands.

M ($50, 3p); T ($50, 3p); W ($31, 1p, $60, 3p, $120, 7p); Th (varies); Fri. ($135, 7p);
Sat. ($50, 10a, & $125, 7p); 1st Sun. $10K guar. ($80); last Sun. $15K guar. ($200).
Daily ($20-$340) at 9a, 1p & 6p. See ad on Page 25.

Player Rewards Program; Morning Madness (daily).

Tue.-Sat. ($30-$110, 6:30p); Sun. ($200 or $330, 2p).

High hands; bad-beat jackpot is quad 7s; royals pay $250.

Mon. ($65, 6p); Wed. ($65, 6p); Fri. ($35, 7p); Sat. ($110-$130, 3p); Sun. ($50, 4p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em pays minimum of $85K.

Daily (7p); M $1.5K guar. ($70); T $1.5K guar. ($90); W $1.5K guar. PLO ($30 w/$10
rbs); Th $3K guar. ($110); F $2.5K guar. ($70); Sat. ($50 w/$10 rbs); Sun. ($70).
Mon. $5K guar. ($75, 7p); Wed. $10K guar. ($100, 6p); Sat. $5K guar. KO ($100, 7p).

High hands pay $500/half hour; royals pay $1K. See ad on Page 51.

M ($80, 11a & $20, 7p); W (freeroll, 10a & $100, 7p); Th ($20, 11a & $160, 7p); F
($130, 7p); Sa ($100, 11a & $75, 7p); Su ($70, 11a); $100K guar., Jan. 5-8 ($350).
Mon. $1.5K guar. ($80, 8p); Thurs. $1K guar. ($50, 2p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em and Omaha; high hands.

Daily (7p); Mon., Wed. & Thurs. $1.5K guar.; Tue. shootout $1.5K guar.; Fri. & Sun.
shootout 2.5K guar.; Sat. $2.5K guar.; Sun. freeroll (1p).
Mon. ($60, 7p); Tue. ($60, 7p); Wed. turbo ($70, 7p); last Fri. of month PLO ($70,
11a) & ($60, 7p); Sun. ($75, 1p). See ad below.
Tue. & Thurs. freeroll (7p); Sat. Crazy Pineapple freeroll (2p); Sun. freeroll (2p).
M ($60, 1p & $75, 7p); T ($75, 1p & $70, 7p); W ($70, 1p & $130, 7p); Th ($75, 1p &
$60, 7p); F ($105, 1p & $130, 7p); Sa ($130, 1p); Su ($130, 1p) & O/8 ($70, 6p).
Mon. ($45, 7p); Tue. ($35, 7p); Wed. ($55, 7p); Thurs. Omaha ($55, 7p); Fri. ($80,
7p); Sat. ($55, 5p); Sun. ($55, 4p).
Variety of live play including hold’em, stud, Omaha and Crazy Pineapple.

High hands.

Big Slick Red Royal pays $20K plus $500 table share; high hands; weekly draw down
(Mon.-Fri.).
High-hand jackpot (daily).
Straight flush plays $150; royals pay $500; high hands (daily).
High hands (Fri.-Sat.); Splash the Pot (Mon. & Wed.).
Big Slick Royal pays minimum $10K; all others pay $500; 1st & 3rd Wed. high hand
can pay $2K per hour (9:45a-1a); $500 high hands every half-hour (Sat., 6p-1:30a).
High hand (Wed. & Fri.); quads and straight flush (Mon.).
High hands.

Indicates this property is hosting a Restock the Shelves event. See story on Page 34 for details. To host an event, call (727) 331-4335.
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WHERE TO PLAY
CARDROOMS

FLORIDA (Continued)
PALM BEACH KENNEL CLUB
(561) 683-2222 • pbkennelclub.com
PENSACOLA GREYHOUND TRACK
(850) 455-8595 • pensacolagreyhoundtrack.com
SARASOTA KENNEL CLUB
(941) 355-7744 x1054 • skcpoker.com
SEMINOLE CASINO BRIGHTON
(866) 222-7466 x121 • seminolecasinobrighton.com
SEMINOLE CASINO COCONUT CREEK
(866) 222-7466 • seminolecoconutcreekcasino.com
SEMINOLE HARD ROCK HOLLYWOOD
(866) 502-7529 • seminolehardrockhollywood.com
SEMINOLE HARD ROCK TAMPA
(866) 502-7529 • seminolehardrocktampa.com
SEMINOLE CASINO IMMOKALEE
(866) 222-7466 • theseminolecasino.com
TAMPA BAY DOWNS
(813) 298-1798 • tampabaydowns.com
TGT POKER & RACEBOOK
(813) 932-4313 • tgtpoker.com

ILLINOIS

GRAND VICTORIA ELGIN
(847) 531-7753 • grandvictoria-elgin.com
HARRAH’S JOLIET
(815) 740-7480 • harrahsjoliet.com
HOLLYWOOD CASINO AURORA
(630) 801-7471 • hollywoodcasinoaurora.com
HOLLYWOOD CASINO JOLIET
(815) 927-2175 • hollywoodcasinojoliet.com
JUMER’S CASINO & HOTEL
(309) 756-4600 • jumerscri.com
PAR-A-DICE HOTEL CASINO
(309) 698-6693 • paradicecasino.com
ROCKFORD CHARITABLE GAMES
(800) 965-7852 • rcgpoker.com

INDIANA

BELTERRA CASINO RESORT
(812) 427-7777 • belterracasino.com
BLUE CHIP
(219) 861-4820 • bluechipcasino.com
HOLLYWOOD CASINO LAWRENCEBURG
(812) 539-8000 • www.hollywoodindiana.com
HORSESHOE HAMMOND
(219) 473-6065 • horseshoehammond.com
HORSESHOE SOUTHERN INDIANA
(812) 969-6000 • horseshoe-indiana.com
MAJESTIC STAR II
(219) 977-7777 x7444 • majesticstarcasino.com
TROPICANA EVANSVILLE
(812) 433-4000 • tropevansville.com
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DIAMOND JO CASINO NORTHWOOD
(641) 323-7777 • diamondjo.com
GRAND FALLS CASINO
(712) 777-7777 • grandfallscasinoresort.com
HORSESHOE COUNCIL BLUFFS
(877) 771-7463 • horseshoecouncilbluffs.com
MESKWAKI CASINO
(641) 484-2108 • meskwaki.com
MYSTIQUE GREYHOUND PARK
(563) 585-2964 • mystiquedbq.com
PRAIRIE MEADOWS CASINO
(515) 967-8543 • prairiemeadows.com
RHYTHM CITY CASINO
(563) 328-8000 • rhythmcitycasino.com
RIVERSIDE CASINO
(319) 648-1234 • riversidecasinoandresort.com
WINNAVEGAS
(712) 428-9466 • winnavegas.biz

KANSAS

BOOT HILL CASINO
(877) 906-0777 • boothillcasino.com
HOLLYWOOD CASINO
(913) 288-9300 • hollywoodcasinokansas.com
KANSAS STAR CASINO
(316) 719-5000 • kansasstarcasino.com
PRAIRIE BAND CASINO
(785) 966-7777 • pbpgaming.com

M ($70, 12:15 & 6:30p); T & Th ($100, 12:15 & 6:30p); W ($100, 12:15 & 6:15p); F ($120,
12:15) & ($30 w/rbs, 6:30); Sa ($120, 12:15) & ($5 w/rbs, 6:30); Su ($100, 12:15).
Sun.-Mon. ($60, 7p); Wed. ($120, 7p); T & Th $10K sat. ($60, 7p) & Sun. ($60, 1p);
Fri. $2K guar. ($60, 7p); Sat. $2K guar. ($60, 7p); 2nd Sat. $10K guar. ($270, 1p).
Daily at 1p & 6:30p ($40-$120). Sun. ($120, 1p & $60, 5p).

Progressive bad-beat jackpot; high hands. See the ad on Page 23 for details.

Mon., Fri. & Sat. ($80); Wed. ($30); last Sat. of month $4K guar. ($130).

Hourly high hands can pay $100/hour; get paid for royals.

M ($130, 6p); T ($60, noon & $80, 6p); W O/8 ($110, noon) & ($130, 6p); Th ($60, noon
& $100, 6p); F ($80, noon) & HA ($100, 6p); Sa ($100, 6p); Su ($80, noon & 6p).
Mon.-Fri. ($100-$300, 11a & 6p); Sat. ($100-$200, 11a & 4p); Sun. (varies, 11a &
6p); Lucky Hearts Open, Jan. 12-25.
M ($70, 11a & $150, 7p); T ($70, 11a & $125, 7p); W ($150, 11a & $230, 6p); Th ($110,
11a & $230, 6p); F ($125, 11a & $230, 6p); Sa ($150, 11a); Su ($110, noon).
Tue.-Thurs. ($60, 7p); Sat. Green Chip Bounty ($140, 7p); Sun. deepstack ($115, 4p).

High hands (daily).

Daily ($25-$210) at 1p & 7p. Call about the Tampa Downs Winter Fest.

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; full-house promotions (Tue., Thurs., Sat. & Sun.).
See ad on facing page.
Quads, straight flushes and royals all pay bonuses.

High hands.
High hands (Mon.-Thurs.); Hot Seats (Fri.-Sun.).
$50 Splash Pots every day, every hour, every table from open-8p; high hands pay
$100 every hour from 8p-close.
High hands; cash giveaways.

Mon. ($50, 7p); Tue. ($50, 7p); Wed. ($40, 7p); Thurs. ($50, 7p); Fri. ($55, 7:30p);
Sat. ($55, 7:30p); Sun. ($35, 7p).

High hands; late-night promotions.

No tournaments.

Power Points and cash back for live play; call for details.

Tue. (varies, 7p); Thurs. $2.5K guar. ($125, 7p); Sat. KO ($100-$150, 2p); ask about
the WSOP League.
Wednesday ($120 w/rebuys, 8K chips, 1p).

Spin the Wheel.

No tournaments.

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Mon. ($40, 7p); Tue. turbo ($40, 7p); Wed. ($40, 7p); Sun. ($100, 1p); tournaments
offer re-entry up to first break.
Sunday ($125, 11a).

Progressive bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Daily ($35, 2p), ($65, 4:30p), ($35, 6:30p) & ($120, 8p).

Select quads and hourly drawings win cash; ask about HPT satellites; Omaha/8 &
PLO $1-2-5 (Mon. & Wed.-Thurs.).

Thurs. ($40, 12:15p) & ($65, 7:15p); Fri. ($65, 12:15p & 7:15p) & ($40, mid.); Sat.
($40, 11:15a) & ($65, 7:15p); Sun. ($40, 11:15a) & ($65, 5:15p).
Mon. ($125, 6:15p); Tue. ($40 w/rebuys, 6:15p); Wed. ($60, 6:15p); Thurs. ($40 w/
rebuys, 6:15p); Sat. & Sun. ($80, 12:15p).
Fri. & Sat. $5K guar. KO (7:15p); last Sat. $10K guar. ($150, 4:15p).

Splash the Pot (Thurs., Fri. & Sat.).
Progressive bad-beat jackpot; mini bad-beat jackpot.

Call for information.

Call for information.

Mon. ($51, noon); Tue. ($50, noon & $80, 7p); Wed. ($61, noon & $80, 7p); Thurs.
($50, noon); Fri. ($60, mid.); Sat. ($80, noon); Sun. ($81, 3p).
Tue. ($80, 7p); Thurs. ($60, 7p); Fri. ($130, 7p); Sat. ($60, 1p); Sun. ($60, 7p); 2nd
Sat. of month $10K guar. ($225, 5p); last Sun. seniors $4K guar. ($125, noon).
Wednesday ($50, noon).

Bad-beat jackpots in no-limit and limit hold’em; tournament bad-beat jackpot.

Tue. ($40, 7p); Thurs. ($60, 7p); Fri. turbo ($25, 2p); Sat. ($40, 2p); Sun. ($60, 2p);
2nd & last Sat. of the month ($150, 2p).
Mon. Omaha/8 ($40, 6p); Wed. ($40, 1p); Thurs. ($40, 6p); Sat. ($60, noon); Sun.
($100, 1p).
Mon., Wed. ($65, 10a); Tue. ($65, 7p); Thurs. KO ($100, 7p); Sat. ($150/$250, 10a);
Sun. ($50, 10a & 2p).
Tue. ($20 w/rebuys, 7p); Wed. Omaha ($20, 7p); Thurs. ($30 w/re-entry, 7p); Sat.
& Sun. ($30, 1p).
Thursday ($55, 6p); Friday ($40, 3p); Sunday ($80, 1p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; straight-flush jackpot.

Straight and royal flush progressive jackpot in hold’em, Omaha and stud.

Tue. ($30, noon); Wed. ($30, 7p); Sun. ($60, noon).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Mon. ($30, 6p, 8K chips); Wed. ($40, 6p, 8K chips); Last Sunday ($100, 1p, 12 chips).

Call for information.

Mon. Omaha/8 ($30, 11a); Tue. ($25, 7p); Thurs. ($30, 6p); Fri. Big O ($30, 11a); Sat.
($30, 1p); Sun. ($50, 2p); last Sat. ($100, 1p).
Tue. & Wed. $500 guar.; Fri. ($25, 7p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em and Omaha.

No tournaments.

Hold’em and Omaha/8 games spread on live tables.

Mon. ($65, 11:15a); Tue. ($65, 7:15p); Thurs. ($65, 11:15a) & KO ($85, 7:15p); Sun.
($125, 11:15a); last Sun. of month ($235, 11:15a).
Tue. ($100, 7:00p); Wed. ($45, noon); Fri. ($45, noon); Sun. ($85, 2p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; hourly high hands.

Call for info.

High hands.

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

$100 hourly drawings (call for times).
Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

High hands.
High hand jackpots; get paid for royal flushes ($500) and straight flushes ($200);
win $500 for a steel wheel in Omaha/8; Aces Cracked.
Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Tournament bad-beat jackpot.

Progressive bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Indicates this property is hosting a Restock the Shelves event. See story on Page 34 for details. To host an event, call (727) 331-4335.

WHERE TO PLAY
CARDROOMS

LOUISIANA

BOOMTOWN NEW ORLEANS
(800) 366-7711 • boomtownneworleans.com
COUSHATTA CASINO
(800) 584-7263 • coushattacasinoresort.com
ELDORADO CASINO SHREVEPORT
(318) 220-5274 • eldoradoshreveport.com
GOLDEN NUGGET LAKE CHARLES
337-508-7777 • goldennugget.com/lakecharles
HARRAH’S NEW ORLEANS
(504) 533-6000 • harrahsneworleans.com
HORSESHOE CASINO BOSSIER CITY
(800) 895-0711 • horseshoebossiercity.com
ISLE OF CAPRI LAKE CHARLES
(337) 430-2407 • lake-charles.isleofcapricasinos.com
JENA CHOCTAW PINES CASINO
(318) 648-7773 • jenachoctawpinescasino.com
L’AUBERGE BATON ROUGE CASINO
(225) 215-7777 • lbatonrouge.com
L’AUBERGE DU LAC CASINO
(337) 395-7777 • ldlcasino.com
PARAGON CASINO RESORT
(800) 946-1946 • paragoncasinoresort.com

MARYLAND

HOLLYWOOD CASINO PERRYVILLE
(410) 378-8500 • hollywoodcasinoperryville.com
HORSESHOE BALTIMORE
(443) 931-4200 • caesars.com/baltimore
MARYLAND LIVE CASINO
(443) 445-2500 • marylandlivecasino.com
MGM NATIONAL HARBOR
(301) 971-5700 • mgmnationalharbor.com

MICHIGAN

FIREKEEPERS CASINO
(269) 962-0000 • firekeeperscasino.com
GREEKTOWN HOTEL & CASINO
(313) 223-2999 • greektowncasino.com
MGM GRAND DETROIT
(313) 465-1777 • mgmgranddetroit.com
SOARING EAGLE CASINO
(989) 775-7777 • soaringeaglecasino.com
TURTLE CREEK CASINO & HOTEL
(231) 534-8937 • turtlecreekcasino.com

MINNESOTA
CANTERBURY PARK
(952) 445-7223 • canterburypark.com
RUNNING ACES CASINO AND RACETRACK
(651) 925-4600 • runningacesharness.com
TREASURE ISLAND RESORT & CASINO
(651) 388-6300 • treasureislandcasino.com
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AMERISTAR CASINO VICKSBURG
(601) 630-4999 • ameristar.com/vicksburg
BEAU RIVAGE RESORT AND CASINO
(228) 386-7092 • beaurivage.com
GOLDEN NUGGET BILOXI
(228) 436-7967 • goldennugget.com/biloxi
HARD ROCK BILOXI
(228) 374-7625 • hardrockbiloxi.com
HOLLYWOOD CASINO TUNICA
(800) 871-0711 x5005 • hollywoodtunica.com
HORSESHOE CASINO TUNICA
(662) 357-5608 • horseshoetunica.com
IP CASINO RESORT & SPA
(888) 946-2847 x8554 • ipbiloxi.com
PEARL RIVER RESORT
(601) 663-1040 • pearlriverresort.com
SCARLET PEARL RESORT & CASINO
(228) 392-1889 • scarletpearlcasino.com

MISSOURI

AMERISTAR ST. CHARLES
(636) 949-7777 • ameristar.com
AMERISTAR KANSAS CITY
(816) 414-7000 • ameristar.com
HARRAH'S NORTH KANSAS CITY
(816) 472-7777 • harrahsnkc.com
HOLLYWOOD ST. LOUIS
(314) 770-8100 • hollywoodcasinostlouis.com
ISLE CASINO CAPE GIRARDEAU
(573) 290-3017 • cape-girardeau.isleofcapricasinos.com
LUMIERE PLACE
(314) 881-7777 • lumiereplace.com

Tue. ($10, 11a); Wed.-Thurs. ($35, 7p); Heartland Poker Tour, Jan. 26-Feb. 6. See ad
on Page 39.
Daily, including Saturday ($200, 2p).

Aces Cracked; Splash the Pot; high hands.

Wed. ($145, 6:30p); Thurs. ($165, 6:30p); Fri. ($130, 6:30p); Sat. ($120, 11a); Sun.
($145, noon).
Monthly freerolls (call for details).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; royals pay $500; Splash the Pot (Mon.-Fri.); Aces
Cracked; Flush Frenzy.
Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; high hands.

Wed. ($130, 11a); Sat. ($130, 11a).

High hands.

Mon. (varies); Wed. ($105, noon); Thurs. turbo (6:30p).

Aces Cracked; high hands.

Monday ($60, 6:30p); Wed. KO ($70, 6:30p); Fri. ($50, 7p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Wed. ($40, 7p); Sun. ($40, 2p).

Bad-bead jackpot in hold’em.

Mon. & Wed. ($60, 11a); Sun. ($100, 11a).

Earn player rewards for live play.

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; Aces Cracked; high hands.

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; high hands.

Thurs. ($18, 1:30p); Fri. ($60, 7p).

Progressive bad-beat jackpot; high hands.

(Sun.-Fri., 9:30a); Mon. ($30, noon & $40, 7p); Tue.-Wed. ($40, 7p); Thurs. ($30,
noon & $40, 7p); Fri. ($75, 7p); Sat. ($40, 4p & $75, 9p); Sun. ($40, 1p & $40, 6p).
Mon.-Thurs. ($80, 11a); Sun.-Thurs. ($100, 7p); Sun.-Fri. ($150, 11a).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; high-hand jackpot.

Daily ($65-$500, times vary, call poker room for schedule). See ad on Page 29.

Late night high hands (daily, 2a-8a) pays $500 every hour paying up to $1.5K.

Call for details.

Call for details.

Mon.-Fri. ($40, noon); Mon.-Wed. ($40, 6:30p); Thurs. PLO ($40, 6:30p); Fri. ($40,
noon); Sat. ($80, noon); 1st and 3rd Sun. ($120, noon); 2nd & 4th Sun. ($240, noon).
Mon. ($40, noon); Wed. ($50, 7:30p); Thurs. ($60, 7:30p); Sat. ($30, 11:30a); Sun.
($40, 11:30a).
No tournaments.

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Splash Pots.

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em and Omaha.
Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Mon. ($60, 6:30p); Tue. ($13, 6:30p); Wed. ($60, 6:30p); Thurs. ($60, 6:30p); Sun.
($60, 12:30p).
Mon. ($40, 7p); Tue. KO ($60, 7p); Wed. ($40, 7p); Sun. ($100, 2p); first Sat. of
month ($175, 1p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em, Omaha and stud; Soaring Hand jackpots increases
daily.
Progressive bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

M ($50, 10:30a & $120, 6:30p); T ($50/$65, 6:30p); W ($50, 10:30a & $235, 6:30p); Th
($35, 10:30a & $50, 5p); F ($50, 10:30a); Sa (10:30a) .
Daily (times and buy-ins vary, call the poker room for schedule).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em, Omaha and stud; high hands; Aces Cracked.

Thurs. ($100, 6:30p); Fri. ($50, 6:30p); Sat. ($60, 10:30a); Sun. ($70, 12:30p).

Bad-beat jackpots in hold’em, Omaha and stud; high hands; Aces Cracked; Bounty
Bonus Boards; Quads Beat and Flop-A-Royal tournament jackpots.
Aces Cracked Doubled wins up to $300 (Thurs. & Sun., noon-10p); quads pay $44;
straight flushes pay $50; royal flushes pay $100.

Sunday $2K guarantee ($65, 4p).

Player comps and rewards.

Daily (call for details); Million Dollar Heater series, Jan. 5-16 w/$1M in guaranteed
prize pools; main event has $300K guar. ($2,700).
Mon. $1K guar. KO ($60 w/rebuy, 7p); Tue. $1K guar. ($60, 7p); Wed. & Thurs. $1K
guar. ($50 w/rebuy, 7p); Sat. $2K guar. ($60, 2p); Sun. $2K guar. ($50 w/rebuy, 7p).
Call for information.

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em, Omaha and stud.
Bad-beat jackpots in hold’em, Omaha, stud, and tournaments; $50 Splash the Pot;
high hands pay $100 w/$100 rollover.
Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Mon.-Thurs. ($50, noon & 7p); Fri. ($50, noon & $25 w/rebuys, 7p); Sat. $12K guar.
($150, noon); Sun. ($90, 2p).
Mon.-Thurs. ($50, noon & 7p); Fri. ($50, noon & $25 w/rebuys, 7p); Sat. $10K guar.
($150, noon); Sun. ($90, noon); WSOPC, Jan. 19-30. See ad on Page 7.
Daily ($60, noon).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em, Omaha and stud; high hands.

Mon. ($35, 7p); Wed. freeroll (6p); Thurs. ($25, 6p); Fri. ($50, 2p); Sat. ($70, noon) &
($125, 5p). See ad on back page.
Daily (Mon.-Sun., noon & Wed-Thurs., 6p).

Bad-beat jackpots in hold’em and Omaha; Aces Cracked; Hot Seat (Wed. & Thurs.,
3p, 5p, 7p & 9p).
Omaha $7K PLO jackpot giveaway plus Beat the Boss, Dec. 16 (call for details).

Fri. ($125, 7p); Sat. ($45, 2p); Sun. ($60, noon).
Mon. ($65, 7p); Wed. ($85, 7p); Fri.-Sat. ($65, noon); Sun. ($85, noon); last Sat. of
month ($160, noon); first Sun. of month ($175, noon).
Sun. ($50, 11a); Sun. & Wed. ($50, 7p); Mon. ($60, 7p); Mon. & Wed.-Fri. ($65, 11a);
Tue. ($75, 11a & 7p); Thurs. ($65, 7p); Sat. ($120, 11a).
Mon.-Fri. varies (1p & 7p); Fri. Thousandaire Maker ($110, 7p) & ($40, 11p); Sat.
(varies, noon & 7p); Sun. (varies, noon & 5p).
Thursday ($65, 1p); Sunday ($65, 4p).
Friday-Sunday ($60, 7p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em, Omaha and stud.
Aces Cracked; High Hand of the Hour.

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em and Omaha; high hands; $1/hour player comps for
live play.
Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.
Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is quad eights or better; progressive high hands for all
straight flushes and royals.
Bad-beat jackpot and high hands in hold’em; bad-beat jackpot in Omaha.
Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.
Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is nines full of jacks or better; high hands (daily); Aces
Cracked; $2 per hour player comps.

TOURNAMENTS/SPECIAL EVENTS

JACKPOTS/PROMOTIONS

ARIA
(866) 359-7111 • arialasvegas.com
ATLANTIS CASINO RESORT SPA RENO
(800) 723-6500 • atlantiscasino.com
BALLY’S LAS VEGAS
(702) 967-4111 • ballyslasvegas.com
BELLAGIO
(702) 693-7111 • bellagio.com
BINION’S GAMBLING HALL
(702) 382-1600 • binions.com
BOOMTOWN RENO
(775) 345-6000 • boomtownreno.com
BOULDER STATION HOTEL & CASINO
(702) 432-7777 • boulderstation.com
CACTUS PETES RESORT CASINO
(775) 755-6471 • cactuspetes.com
CAESARS PALACE
(702) 731-7110 • caesarspalace.com
CLUB CAL NEVA RENO
(877) 777-7303 • clubcalneva.com
ELDORADO HOTEL CASINO
(775) 786-5700 • eldoradoreno.com
EXCALIBUR HOTEL AND CASINO
(702) 597-7777 • excalibur.com
FLAMINGO LAS VEGAS
(702) 733-3111 • flamingolasvegas.com
GOLDEN NUGGET LAS VEGAS
(702) 385-7111 • goldennugget.com
GRAND SIERRA RESORT
(775) 789-2000 • grandsierraresort.com
GREEN VALLEY RANCH
(702) 617-7777 • greenvalleyranchresort.com
HARD ROCK LAS VEGAS
(702) 693-5000 • hardrockhotel.com
HARRAH’S LAS VEGAS
(702) 369-5000 • harrahslasvegas.com
HARVEYS LAKE TAHOE
(775) 588-6611 • harveystahoe.com
LUXOR HOTEL & CASINO
(702) 262-4000 • luxor.com
MANDALAY BAY
702-632-7777 • mandalaybay.com
MGM GRAND LAS VEGAS
(702) 891-1111 • mgmgrand.com
MIRAGE
(702) 791-7111 • mirage.com
MONTE CARLO RESORT & CASINO
(702) 730-7777 • montecarlo.com
THE ORLEANS
(702) 365-7111 • orleanscasino.com
PALACE STATION
(702) 367-2453 • palacestation.com
PEPPERMILL RESORT CASINO
(775) 826-2121 • peppermillreno.com
PLANET HOLLYWOOD
(702) 785-5555 • planethollywoodresort.com
RED ROCK CASINO
(702) 797-7777 • redrock.sclv.com
RIO HOTEL & CASINO
(702) 777-7777 • riolasvegas.com
SAM’S TOWN LAS VEGAS
(702) 456-7777 • samstownlv.com
SANTA FE STATION CASINO
(702) 658-4900 • santafestationlasvegas.com
SOUTH POINT HOTEL CASINO
(702) 796-7111 • southpointcasino.com
STRATOSPHERE CASINO, HOTEL & TOWER
(702) 944-4915 • stratospherehotel.com
SUNCOAST HOTEL & CASINO
(702) 636-7111 • suncoastcasino.com
TREASURE ISLAND
(702) 894-7111 • treasureisland.com
VENETIAN RESORT
(702) 414-1000 • venetian.com
WENDOVER NUGGET
(775) 664-2221 • wendovernugget.com
WYNN LAS VEGAS
(702) 770-7000 • wynnlasvegas.com

Mon.-Thurs. ($125, 1p); Mon.-Sun. ($125, 7p); Fri.-Sun.($240, 11a).

No jackpots.

Daily ($40 w/$20 rebuys, 11a); progressive bonus hands in tournaments.

EZ Way Bad Beat; Prize Wheel Spin Bonus; earn $4/hour in poker comps (daily);
progressive bonus hands.
High hands (call for details).

Daily; $500 guar. ($55, 5K chips, 9a); $1K guar. ($75, 8K chips, noon); $500 guar.
($55, 5K chips, 3p); $1K guar. ($75, 8K chips, 8p).
Daily ($125, 5p).

No jackpots.

Sun.-Fri. ($75, 1p); nightly ($55, 7p); Sat. $10K guar. ($160, 1p).

Earn $400 per week playing poker.

Poker room open Friday-Monday (10a) and Thursday (4p).
No tournaments.

Hourly High Full House Giveaway; quads pays $25, straight flush pays $100 and
royals pay $250.
$500 Omaha high hand (Sun.-Mon.); Omaha Double Jackpot (Wed.).

Wed. ($30, 7p); Thurs, ($30, 7p); Fri. ($75, 7p).

Spin the Wheel (daily); Aces Cracked; high hands.

Daily ($100, 10a), ($125, 2p), ($125, 6p), ($150, 9p).

High hands; get paid for quads ($100), straight flush ($200) and royals ($500).

Mon.-Fri. ($10, 11a, 2p, 6p); Sat.-Sun. ($10, 11a, 2p, 6p & 9p); 1st Saturday of
month ($50, 4p).
Daily except Tue. & Wed. ($30, 10a); Tue. & Wed. ($30, 6p); freeroll on the first Fri. of
every month ($2.5K added) w/Beat the Boss Bounty (6p).
Daily ($40, 9a) & ($45, 1p, 5p & 8p).

High hand progressive jackpots.
Bad-beat jackpots in hold’em and stud.

Six tournaments daily w/guarantees ($60, 10a, 1p, 6p, 9p, mid.) & ($50, 4p); $6K
freeroll (Fri.); $15K freeroll.
Daily ($70, 11a), ($50, 3p), ($70, 7p); ($50, 10p); Sun. $5K guar. ($125, 11a).

Get paid for quads ($50), straight flush ($100), and royals ($300); High Hand of the
Hour pays $50.
Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; high hands.

Sun.-Fri. ($25 w/$20 rebuys, 11a & 6:30p); Sat. KO ($65, 11a) & KO ($100, 6:30p).

Aces Cracked.

Daily $800 guarantee ($40, 10a).

Quads can win $250.

Aces Cracked.

Daily $600 guarantee ($70, noon & 8p).

Progressive royal flush; Aces Cracked (Mon.-Fri.); high hands.

Sun.-Thurs. $500 guar. ($65, 9a, noon, 3p, 7p & 10p); $1K guar. Fri.-Sat. KO ($100,
7p).
Daily ($40, 10a); Mon. & Wed. ($50, 6p); Tue. & Thurs. ($75, 6p); Fri. ($95, 6p).

High hands: quads ($50), straight flushes ($100) and royals ($300); Colossus
Giveaway (Mon., 1p); WSOP main-event freeroll (80 hours of play in Dec. to qualify).
Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Daily ($45, 10:30a, 12:30p, 8:30p & 10:30p).

Graveyard Giveaway; get paid for quads, straight flush and royal flush.

Mon.-Sun. ($40, 10a), ($65, 3p), ($65, 10p).

Progressive high hands; Rolling High Hands 3X daily during 3 hours each shift (call
for details).
Progressive Power Hour; Progressive Picture Pyramid; High Hand of the Hour
(Mon.-Fri., 5a-10a).
Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; Aces Cracked; Football High Hands.

Daily $2K guar. ($70, 15K chips, 11a & 7p); Sun.-Thurs. ($50, 10K chips, 2p & 10p).
Mon.-Thurs. & Sun. ($65, 11a, 2p, 7p & 10p); Fri.-Sun. ($120, 11a); Fri.-Sat. KO
($100, 7p).
Daily ($50, 11a), KO ($40, 3p), ($50, 7p) & KO ($40, 11p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; high hands.

Mon.-Thurs. various games ($75, 12:05p & $100, 7:05p); Fri. ($75, 12:05p) & ($125,
7:05p); Sat. (Omaha $75, 12:05p & 7:05p); Sun. ($75, 12:05p) & HORSE ($100, 7:05p).
No tournaments.

Progressive bad-beat jackpot.

Mon.-Thurs. ($45-$55) at noon & 6:30p; Fri. ($45, noon); Sat. ($45, noon); Sun.
($40, 2p & $55, 6:30p); 2nd Sat. of month ($235, noon).
Daily ($80) at 10a, 1p, 4p, 7p and 10p w/$1.5K guarantee.

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; high hands; get paid for quads ($75), straight flushes
($150) and royals ($400).
High hands; progressive heart royal jackpot.

M & Th ($60, 12:05p) & KO ($100, 6:35p); Tue. & Wed. ($60, 12:05p) & KO ($60,
6:35p); F ($60, 12:05p); Sat. KO ($100, 12:05p); Sun. ($125, 12:05p) & ($60, 6:35p).
Daily $500 guarantee ($60, 10a, 1p, 4p, 9p); Sat. & Sun. $2K freerolls (9a).

High hands; monthly freeroll.

Sun.-Thurs. ($23, 10a, $30 w/$10 rb, 1p & $35, 7p); Fri. ($23, 10a, $30 w/$10 rb, 1p
& $25, 7p); Sat. ($23, 10a, $30 w/$10 rb, 1p & $55, 7p); 2nd and 4th Sat. ($105, 7p).
Mon.-Sun. ($45, noon); Sun.-Thurs. ($45, 7p); Fri. & Sat. ($45, 6p).

Amazing Aces; Best Full Houses.

Mon., Tue., Thurs.-Sat. KO ($60, 10a, 2p & 7p); Wed. & Sun. ($60, 10a & 2p); Wed. &
Sun. ($100, 6p). See the ad on Page 11.
Mon.-Sun. ($50 w/$20 add-on, 7p).

High hands; pro football squares (Sun., Mon. & Thurs.).

High Hand of the Hour (Mon.-Fri.).

Royal flushes pay $500, straight flushes pay $100.

Progressive Aces Cracked; get paid $500 for flopped quads.

High hand jackpots; get paid for quads, straight flushes and royals; Aces Cracked
(24/7).
Cash bonuses.
Get Paid to Play promo; earn up to $12/hr, including food and beverage comps.

M & W ($150, noon) & ($125, 7p); T & Th ($150, noon); T ($200, 7p); Th ($125, 7p); F ($200,
noon) & ($200, 7p); Sa ($340, noon) & KO ($200, 7p); Su ($200, noon) & ($125, 7p).
Wed. & Thurs. ($10, 8:30p); Fri. & Sat. $1K guar. ($50, 8:30p); Sun. ($50, 1p).

New Year’s Extravaganza runs until Jan. 8 w/$695K in guarantees; Weekend
Extravaganza, Jan. 18-22; Daily events suspended during Extravaganza events.
Progressive bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Mon.-Thurs. ($140, noon); Fri. & Sun. $10K guar. ($200, noon); Sat. $25K guar.
($225, noon); First Wed. seniors event (50-plus) $12.5K guar. ($300, noon).

No promotions.

* SNG = single-table tournaments; all tournaments are no-limit hold’em unless noted. Poker room managers email roth@anteupmagazine.com
Indicates this property is hosting a Restock the Shelves event. See story on Page 34 for details. To host an event, call (727) 331-4335.
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Mon. & Tue. ($45, 10a & 7p); last Tue. ($100, 6p); Wed. & Thurs. ($45, 10a & 7p); Fri.
($45, 10a & $100, 6p); Sat. & Sun. ($45, 10a & 7p).
Daily ($40-$75) at 11a, 2p, 7p and 10p.
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TOURNAMENTS/SPECIAL EVENTS

JACKPOTS/PROMOTIONS

HAMPTON FALLS
(603) 601-2486 • hamptonfallspoker.com
MANCHESTER POKER ROOM
(603) 668-6591
RIVER CASINO
(603) 249-5548 • therivercasino.com

M ($70, 5:30p); T ($100, 1:30p & $50, 5:30p); W ($70, 5:30p); Th. ($80, 5:30p); F ($90,
1p, & $80, 5:30p); Sa ($90, 1p, $70, 5p & $60, 8p); Su ($50, 1p & $100, 3:30p).
Mon. ($60, 8p); Fri. ($40, 5:30p & $60, 8p); Sat. ($40, 12:05p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em, Omaha and stud; tournament bad-beat jackpot.

Mon. ($10, 6p); Wed. ($5, 6p); Thurs. $2K guar. ($50, 6p); Fri. ($10, 4p & $70, 6p);
Sat. ($20, 12:30p); Sun. ($10, 1p).

Spin the Wheel; Match Play.

Mon., Wed. & Sun. ($55, 7p); Tue. & Thurs. ($55, 7p); Fri.-Sun. ($40, 3p); Fri. & Sat.
$5K guar. ($65, 7p).
M ($100, 11a & 7p); T ($100, 11a & 7p); W ($120, 11a & 6p); Th. ($100, 11a & $220,
7p); Fri. ($230, noon & $120, 6p); Sat. ($120, 11a & $220, 6p); Sun. ($115, 10a).
Daily, times and buy-ins vary. Last Saturday of the month is a $10K guarantee ($180,
12:15p).
Wed. & Sun. $2.5K guar. ($65, 8:15p): Sat. $2.5K guar. ($65, 1:15p).

High hand (daily) pays up to $350.
Bad-beat jackpot is quad 10s in hold’em; WPT Winter Open, Jan. 17-Feb. 3 w/main
event, Jan. 29 ($3,500).
High hands; Splash the Pot.

Mon.-Sun. ($50, 11:15a & 7:15p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Mon. ($30 w/rb, 6:30p); Tue. ($40 w/rb, 6:30p); Wed. ($50 w/rbs, 6:30p); Th. O/8
($30 w/rbs, 6:30p); Fri. & Sat. ($75, 6:30p); Su. ($30 w/rbs, 5p); last Sa. ($150, 1p).
Fri. ($120, 6p); Sat. Second Chance (freeroll, must play Fri. event); Sun. ($75, 2p).
See ad Page 36.
Mon. ($40, 7p); Tue. ($40, 7p); Wed. ($60, 7p); Fri. ($30, noon); Sat. & Sun. ($30,
noon & $45, 7p).
Sun.-Thurs. ($28, noon & 3p); Sun. & Wed. ($28, 7p); Mon., Tue. & Thurs. ($14, 7p);
Fri. ($28, noon & 5p) & ($33, 8p); Sat. ($33, noon) & ($28, 5p & 8p).
Mon. ($55, 7p); Tue. & Thurs. KO ($75 w/$25 bounties, 7p); Sun. ($50, noon) &
($45, 5p).

Easy Aces Mini Bad Beat (daily); Late Night High Hands (Sun.-Thurs., 11p-2a) up to
$225 nightly; limit hold’em high hands.
Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

NEW JERSEY
BALLY’S ATLANTIC CITY
(609) 340-2000 • ballysac.com
BORGATA HOTEL CASINO AND SPA
(609) 317-1000 • theborgata.com
GOLDEN NUGGET ATLANTIC CITY
(800) 777-8477 • goldennugget.com/atlanticcity
HARRAH’S ATLANTIC CITY
(609) 441-5000 • harrahsresort.com
TROPICANA ATLANTIC CITY
(609) 340-4000 • tropicana.net

NEW MEXICO

BUFFALO THUNDER RESORT & CASINO
(505) 455-5555 • buffalothunderresort.com
INN OF THE MOUNTAIN GODS CASINO AND RESORT
(575) 464-7777 • innofthemountaingods.com
ISLETA RESORT & CASINO
(505) 724-3800 • hardrockcasinoabq.com
ROUTE 66 CASINO
(505) 352-7866 • rt66casino.com
SANDIA RESORT & CASINO
(505) 796-7500 • sandiacasino.com

NEW YORK

SENECA NIAGARA
(877) 873-6322 • senecaniagaracasino.com
SENECA SALAMANCA
(877) 860-5130 • senecagames.com
TIOGA DOWNS
(888) 946-8464 • tiogadowns.com
TURNING STONE RESORT
(800) 386-5366 • turningstone.com

M ($100, 10a & 7p); T ($60, 10a & 7p); W ($100, 10a & 7p); Th ($60, 10a & 7p); F
$2.5K guar. ($100, 10a); Sa ($60, 10a) & ($225, 11a); Su ($60, 10a) & ($100, 7p).
Room open Wed., Thurs. & Sun. (10a-3a); Fri. & Sat. (10a-5a).

OHIO

HOLLYWOOD COLUMBUS
(614) 308-3333 • hollywoodcolumbus.com
HOLLYWOOD TOLEDO
(419) 661-5200 • hollywoodcasinotoledo.com
JACK CLEVELAND CASINO
(216) 297-4777 • horseshoecleveland.com
JACK CINCINNATI CASINO
(877) 975-3436 • horseshoecincinnati.com

OKLAHOMA

CHEROKEE WEST SILOAM SPRINGS
(800) 754-4111 • cherokeestarrewards.com
CHOCTAW RESORT CASINO
(580) 920-0160 • choctawcasinos.com
COMANCHE NATION
(580) 250-3030 • comanchenationcasino.com
DOWNSTREAM CASINO RESORT
(918) 919-6000 • downstreamcasino.com
GRAND CASINO HOTEL & RESORT
(405) 964-7263 • firelakegrand.com
HARD ROCK TULSA
(918) 384-6648 • hardrockcasinotulsa.com
INDIGO SKY CASINO
888-992-7591 • indigoskycasino.com
OSAGE CASINO TULSA
(877) 246-8777 • osagecasinos.com
RIVER SPIRIT CASINO
(918) 299-8518 • creeknationcasino.com
RIVERWIND CASINO
(405) 322-6000 • riverwindcasino.com
WINSTAR WORLD CASINO
(580) 276-4229 • winstarcasinos.com

High hands.

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.
Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.
Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em and Omaha.

Call for details.

Progressive bad-beat jackpot in hold’em (quad deuces), Omaha (quad nines) & stud
(quad deuces); high hands.
Progressive bad-beat jackpot in hold’em, Omaha and stud; get paid for royal and
straight flushes.
Player rewards.

M-Th. ($15-$105) at noon, 7p & 8p & 8:30p; Fri. ($100, noon & $105, 7p); Sat. ($95,
11a & $155, 4p); Sun. ($90, 11a & $90, 4p); 1st Sun. ($230, 11a); 3rd Sun. ($330, 11a)

Cash giveaways; high hands (Mon.-Wed.); Winter Open, Jan. 6-8 w/$50K guar., Jan
6 ($250) and KO event, Jan. 8 ($225 w/$50 bounty). See ad Page 28.

NORTH CAROLINA
HARRAH’S CHEROKEE (N.C.)
(828) 497-7777 • harrahscherokee.com

Player rewards.

Mon. ($80, 7p & 10p); Tue. ($80, 7p & 10p); Wed. ($80, 7p & 10p); Thurs. ($80, 7p &
10p); Fri. ($135, 7p); Sat. ($580, 7p); Sun. ($80, 10a & 7p) & ($250, 2p).

Player rewards for tournament players (call for details).

Mon. $5K guar. ($60, 7:15p); Thurs. $4K guar. ($60, 7:15p); Fri. $4K guar. ($90,
12:15p); Sat. $6K guar. survivor ($120, 12:15p); Sun. $10K guar. ($140, 12:15p).
Mon.-Fri. ($60, 10:15a); Mon. ($60, 7:15p); Tues. ($60, 7:15p); Wed. KO ($75, 7:15p);
Sat. ($130, 12:15p); Sun. ($120, 12:15p) & KO ($75, 7:15p).
Daily at 12:15p and 7:15p (buy-ins vary), plus last Sun. $50K guar. ($500, 12:15p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

M-F ($80, 12:15p); Mon. ($160, 6:15p); Wed. ($160, 6:15p); Sun. ($160, 12:15p); 1st
Sat. ($400, 12:15p); 3rd Sat. turbo ($300, 12:15p); last Sat. $5K freeroll (12:15p).

Bad-beat jackpot starts at $25K.

Mon.-Sun. ($25 w/rebuys, 10a); Tue. ($25 w/rebuys, 7p); Wed. ($50, 7p); Thurs. ($25
w/rebuys, 7p); Fri. KO ($60, 7p); Sat. KO ($100, 7p); Sun. Ante Up ($60, 2p).
Mon.,Wed. & Thurs. ($60, 1p & $100, 7p); Tue. ($60, 1p & 7p); Fri. ($115, 7p); Sat.
($180, noon); Sun. ($115, 3p); WSOP Circuit, Jan. 5-23. See ad Page 19.
Saturday ($40, noon)- extra chips available with cash donation; room open Sun.Thurs. (noon-2a) & Fri.-Sat. (noon-4a).
Tue. ($40, 7p); Wed. ($75, 7p); Fri. ($60, 7p); Sat. ($60, 2p) & ($120, 5p); Sun. crazy
pineapple ($45, 2p).
Mon. ($30, 11a & $35 w/rebuys, 7p); Tue. ($30, 7p); Wed. ($50, 7p); Thurs. KO ($60,
7p); Fri. ($30, 11a & $50, 6p); Sat. KO ($90, 2p); Sun. ($115, 2p).
Sun.-Fri. ($35, 10a); Mon. ($25, 4p); Tue. ($50, 7p); Wed. ($60, 7p); Thurs. ($100,
7p); Fri. ($70, 7p); Sat. ($125, noon) & ($60, 5p); Sun. ($80, 7p).
Tue. ($25 w/rbs, 7p); Wed. seniors ($35, 2p) & Wild Wed ($25, 7p); Thurs. w/$10
bounty ($50, 7p); Fri. ($40, 7p); 2nd & 4th Sat. ($65, 7p); Sun. crazy pine. ($35, 3p).
Mon.-Fri. ($30, 2p); Tue. & Thurs. ($40, 7:30p); Wed. ($40, 7:30p); Sat. ($60, noon).

Earn participation points based off of the buy-in of the tournament.

Daily ($50, 9:30a); Mon. & Wed. ($30 w/$20 rebuy, 7p); Tue. HA ($50, 7p); Wed. 50+
event (4p); Thurs. & Sun. $1.2K guar. ($75, 7p); Fri. ($65, 7p); Sat. ($50, 7p).
Mon.-Fri. ($40, 11a); Sat. ($90, 11a); Sun. ($115, 11a); Mon.-Wed. ($40, 7p); Thurs.
& Sat. ($90, 7p); Sun. ($40, 7p).
Mon.-Thurs. ($65, 1p & 7p); Fri. ($120, 11a); Sat. ($175, 11a); Sun. KO ($230, 1p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is quad eights.
Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; Omaha bad-beat jackpot; high hands.

$25K bad-beat jackpot in hold’em (daily); mini bad-beat jackpot (daily); $5K Omaha
bad-beat jackpot (daily).
Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.
Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.
Aces Cracked; Splash Pots.
Progressive bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.
High hands.
Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.
Bad-beat jackpot; tournament bad-beat jackpot; Hot Seats; Splash Pots pay $25.
Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.
Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

LOCATION

TOURNAMENTS/SPECIAL EVENTS

JACKPOTS/PROMOTIONS

CHINOOK WINDS CASINO
(541) 996-5825 • chinookwindscasino.com
SPIRIT MOUNTAIN CASINO
(503) 879-2350 • spiritmountain.com
WILDHORSE RESORT
(541) 278-2274 • wildhorseresort.com

Mon. ($40, 5:30p); Fri. ($100, 5p); Sat. ($95, 2p); Sun. ($60, 6p); closed on Wed.Thurs.
Mon. $350 freeroll (10:30a); Tue. stud/8 ($30, 10:30a); Wed. Omaha/8 ($30,
10:30a); Thurs. ($40, 10:30a & 7p); Fri. $500 added ($70, noon); Sat. KO ($90, noon).
Tue. ($35, 6:30p); Thurs. ($55, 6:30p); Sat. $300 added ($110, 1p); Sun. $100 added
($35, 1p).

Splash Pot; royal flushes pay $200 during tournaments.

PENNSYLVANIA
HARRAH’S PHILADELPHIA
(800) 480-8020 • harrahschester.com
HOLLYWOOD PENN NATIONAL
(717) 469-2211 • hcpn.com
MEADOWS CASINO
(724) 503-1200 • meadowsgaming.com
MOHEGAN SUN/POCONO DOWNS
(570) 831-2100 • mohegansunpocono.com
PARX CASINO
(215) 639-9000 • parxcasino.com
PRESQUE ISLE DOWNS & CASINO
(814) 866-8379 • eriecasino.com
RIVERS CASINO
(412) 231-7777 • theriverscasino.com
SANDS CASINO BETHLEHEM
(877) SANDS-77 • sandsbethworks.com
SUGARHOUSE CASINO
(877) 477-3715 • sugarhousecasino.com

RHODE ISLAND
TWIN RIVER CASINO
(401) 723-3200 • twinriver.com

SOUTH DAKOTA

TEXAS

KICKAPOO LUCKY EAGLE CASINO HOTEL
(830) 752-4545 • kickapooluckyeaglecasino.com

WASHINGTON

WEST VIRGINIA
HOLLYWOOD AT CHARLES TOWN
(800) 795-7001 • ctowntables.com
MOUNTAINEER RIVER POKER ROOM
(304) 387-8458 • mountaineerpoker.com

WISCONSIN

HO-CHUNK GAMING AT WISCONSIN DELLS
(608) 356-6210 • ho-chunkgaming.com
POTAWATOMI BINGO CASINO
(414) 645-6888 • paysbig.com

M ($50, 11:30a & $70, 7p); T ($60, 11:30a & $70, 7p); W ($60, 11:30a & PLO $60, 7p); Th.
KO ($60, 11:30a & $90, 7p); F & Sa. ($50, 11:30a & $60, 7p); Su. ($60, 11:30a & 7p).
Mon.-Fri. ($80, 11:15a); Sat. & Sun. ($120, 11:15a); Mon.-Thurs. ($80, 7:15p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Daily at 11:15a and 7:15p (buy-ins are $31-$96).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; progressive high-hand jackpot.

Weekday tourneys noon and 7p ($30-$125); Sat. ($30, 11a & $75, 7p); Sun. ($60,
11a & $50, 7p).
Mon. ($120, 7:15p); Tue. ($120, 7:15p); Wed. ($80, 12:15p); Thurs. ($120, 7:15p);
Sat. ($230, 12:15p); Sun. ($100, 12:15p).
Thurs. ($75/$100, 7:30p); 1st Sat. KO ($75, 12:30p); 2nd Sat. turbo ($100, 12:30p);
3rd Sat. ($230, 2:30p); Sun. ($50/$65, 12:30p).
Daily ($50-$225); Mon.-Fri. (12:15p & 7:15p); Sat. (9a, 12:15p & 7p); Sun. (mid.,
2p & 7:15p).
Daily ($50-$300); Mon. (11a); Tue. (7p); Wed. (11a); Fri. (11a); Sat. (11a); Sun.
(11a).
Mon. ($100, 7:15); Tue. PLO ($85, 7:15); Wed. ($70, 12:30 & $100, 7:15); Thurs. ($80,
12:30 & $100, 7:15); Sat. ($40, 12:30 & $100, 7:15); Sun. ($55, 12:30 & $85, 7:15).

High-hand jackpot (daily, 10a-4p, 4p-10p & 10p-10a).

Progressive bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; high hands.

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.
Super high hand (Fri.-Sun., 4p-mid.).
Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.
Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; high hands.
High-hand jackpot.

Poker room open daily (call for details).

Player rewards.

Tournament every day at 1p ($15).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; bad-beat tournament jackpot.

Mon. ($12, 6:30p); Tue. ($23, 6:30p); Wed. ($45, 6:30p); Thurs. ($34, 6:30p); Fri.
($34, 6:30p); Sat. ($23, 1p); Sun. ($111, 2p); last Sun. of month ($221, 2p).
Wed. ($60, 7p).

Hot Poker Nights (Wed., Fri. & Sat., 8p-mid.).

Sat. ($125, 6:30p); Sun. ($30, 3p).

Spin the Wheel.

Super Tuesday has $500 added to the prize pool ($25, 7p); Thursday Throwdown
($45, 7p); Sunday Showdown ($120, 1p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Daily ($35, 11a); Wed. ($55 w/$20 add-on, 6p).

Daily Double Jackpot; royal flush jackpot.

Mon. ($25 w/$20 rebuys, 7p); Tue. ($40, 7p); Wed. ($45, 7p); Thurs. ($55, 7p); Fri.
($110, 7p); Sat. KO ($35, 5p); Sun. Omaha/8 ($35, 5p); ask about freerolls.
Mon. ($120, 7p); Tue. ($150, 7p); Wed. & Thurs. ($65, 7p); Fri. ($35, noon); Sat. ($40
w/rebuys, noon); 2nd Sun. of month ($215, noon).
Daily $600 guar. (10:30a); Sun.-Thurs. (7p).

High hands (Sat.-Sun., noon-3p), (Mon.-Wed., 9p-mid.) & (Mon.-Fri., noon-4p).

Monday-Saturday $300 added ($35, 10:30a).

Hot Seats; Monte Carlo Board.

M-F ($20, 10:30a); M ($40, 7p); T ($80, 7p); Th. ($150, 7p); F ($80, 7p); Sa. $3K guar.
($40, 11a); Su. $10K guar. ($110, 11a); last Su. $10K added ($275, 11a).

Progressive bad-beat jackpot in hold’em starts at $10K; high hands.

Daily at noon and 7p, including Sat. ($325, noon & $150, 7p) and Sun. ($150, noon
& $100, 7p).
Mon. ($40, 7:30p); Wed. ($55, 10:30a) & seniors ($75, 5p); Sun. ($50, 2p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; high hands.

Tue. ($55, 1p); Thurs. ($55, 6:30p); Sat. ($38 w/re-entries, 3p); Sun. ($85, 1p); 1st
Sun. of month ($170, 1p).
Wednesday ($71, 6p); Saturday ($220, noon); Sunday ($120, 3p); $100K guar. MSPT,
Jan. 5-8 ($350).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

$500 high hands; High Hand Insanity.
Beginner lessons available (call for details).

Happy Hour Promo; high hands; early bird specials.

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em (quad 10s).

* SNG = single-table tournaments; all tournaments are no-limit hold’em unless noted. Poker room managers email roth@anteupmagazine.com
Indicates this property is hosting a Restock the Shelves event. See story on Page 34 for details. To host an event, call (727) 331-4335.
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CLEARWATER CASINO
(360) 598-8700 • clearwatercasino.com
LITTLE CREEK CASINO
(360) 427-7711 • little-creek.com
MUCKLESHOOT CASINO
(253) 804-4444 • muckleshootcasino.com
NORTHERN QUEST CASINO
(509) 242-7000 • northernquest.com
SNOQUALMIE CASINO
(425) 888-1234 • snocasino.com
TULALIP RESORT CASINO
(360) 716-6000 • tulalipresort.com.com

Rolling High Hand (Wed.).

CARDROOMS

CADILLAC JACK’S
(605) 578-1500 • cadillacjacksresort.com
LODGE AT DEADWOOD
(605) 571-2135 • deadwoodlodge.com
SALOON #10
(605) 578-3346 • saloon10.com
SILVERADO FRANKLIN
(605) 578-3670 • silveradocasino.com

High hand (Sun.); Wheel Spin (Sat.).

WHERE TO PLAY

OREGON
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ANTE UP POKERCAST

The Ante Up PokerCast is the longest, continually running
podcast on the planet. Tune in every Friday for news,
strategy, advice and humor from Ante Up publishers
Chris Cosenza and Scott Long. Subscribe for free on
iTunes or listen directly at anteupmagazine.com.
Ante Up’s 100th issue

Protection Poker

We didn’t make a big deal out of
it, but December was our 100th
issue of Ante Up.
SCOTT: It’s funny, when we started
this, I had a couple of acquaintances who had just started a
magazine and found out how
difficult it was and they had two
issues and had to fold. So, when
we had our first issue out and
we were all celebrating, they were honest and said, “Hey,
come back and see us when you’ve had three issues,
because the next two are the really hard ones.” They really
weren’t wrong! Early on, it was really difficult
CHRIS: I think of Larry David: “I have to write another one of
these?” after he wrote that first episode of Seinfeld. And
they ended up doing like 200 episodes. So it’s hard to believe when you start to think about it. I have all the issues
stacked by my desk, because I use them for reference, and
it’s getting pretty damn high!

A new option called Protection Poker has been introduced
on designated tables at Aria Las Vegas. When two players
are all-in and one of the players is a 65 percent favorite
and loses, he gets 20 percent of the pot. Every table has an
odds calculator installed.
CHRIS: It reminds me of High Stakes Poker and every time Phil
Hellmuth got it all-in, he was looking for insurance. When
people ask me about this, I say, “I’m not going to stop
anyone from doing anything they want with their money.”
A lot of people feel terrible when they lose when they’re
a favorite, they hate that, so when they’re playing at this
table, there’s a little bit of an insurance policy there.
SCOTT: This isn’t at every table at Aria and certainly not at
every table in every casino, so when you go to sign in on
the wait list, you can either choose a Protection Poker table
or get on a good old-fashioned table. So if this is what you
want, you know what you are getting. And if you don’t
want to do it, then you’re at the other table and it’s no big
deal for you. So it’s interesting to me that there’s been such
a little Twitter war going on about it.

A Poker Industry Hall of Fame?

GPL Season 1 Ends

Robert “Chipburner” Turner, writing at
GamingToday.Com, said it’s time
poker had a Poker Industry Hall of
Fame.
CHRIS: I feel like most halls of fame
have this “veterans committee,” so
since we already have a Poker Hall of
Fame, maybe we just add a wing to it. To create
a whole, new poker industry hall of fame might
be a little too much. They should probably just
lobby the regular Poker Hall of Fame for their
extra entry at the end.
SCOTT: I see this through two prisms. One, I wonder whether part of this is the same frustration
that you and I have that only two people make it
into the Poker Hall of Fame every year. You want
at least one poker player to get in every year, so
that means at most you’re only going to get one
of these industry people in each year. The flip
side is, is there a “watering-down effect” when
adding a guaranteed third entrant who is an
industry person?

The first season of the Global Poker League has come to a close with
the Montreal Nationals as champions, defeating the Berlin Bears for
$100K in the Cube arena in Las Vegas.
CHRIS: Here’s the thing: I wouldn’t know anything about this if you
stopped putting it on the show every week, so I don’t know. I’m
hoping they think it was successful and I’m hoping it continues. It’s
good for poker. Anything that promotes poker and keeps it on a
global stage like this, I’m all for it.
SCOTT: I’m glad it happened; I’m glad it seemed to succeed this first
year; I’m glad that there are people out there trying new things. But
it hasn’t really gotten that big push in the poker world, but I’ll also
say this: The idea Alex (Dreyfus) had for this was to take this out of
the poker world and more in the mainstream world, so that’s a little
harder to judge.

We want to hear from you!
Contribute to one of our listener segments and we may send
you something great from one of our sponsors! Be sure to email
podcast@anteupmagazine.com to contribute. If you would like to
sponsor a segment or our show, you can contact Scott Long at
scott@anteupmagazine.com or (727) 331-4335.

