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and $60K at Thunder Valley Casino Resort in California.
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One of  the worst things you can do as a journalist, espe-
cially a poker journalist, is fall back on tired cliches, but here 
goes: Happy new year, and may 2014 be especially bright and 
prosperous to you all.

Here at Ante Up, we have no doubt 2014 will be bright 
and prosperous. We expect this year to be our brightest yet, 
with a number of  new endeavors in the works. Some we can’t 
quite tell you about — significantly expanding our coverage 
and bringing you a new way to access and interact with Ante 
Up — but hope to as early as our next issue. But others we’re 
happy to usher in with the new year.

Our Ante Up Poker Tour is back for another season, ex-
panded because more of  you have asked us to host events 
closer to your home. (See story, Page 38). In addition to our 
“championship” events, where the winner of  the AUPT main 
event earns a spot on the cover of  the magazine, we’re adding 
regional tour events that will have every bit as much action as 
the championship events, and each will advance one player 
to our 2014 Ante Up World Championship series at Thunder 
Valley Casino Resort near Sacramento, Calif.

And our Ante Up Poker Cruise program continues to grow, 
with a record five sailings on the schedule for 2014, including 
our first time sailing from Los Angeles and Texas, our first 
time crossing the Atlantic Ocean and our first visits to seven 
new ports of  call. We’d love to have you join us for one or 
more cruises. Get all the details at anteupcruises.com.

We’ll see you at the tables.
— Christopher Cosenza and Scott Long
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2014 and beyond

Christopher 
Cosenza

Scott 
Long
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thunder Valley hosts heartland 

GARRETT ROTH 
NORCAL

Thunder Valley Casino Resort’s Up the Ante Poker Room 
continues to bring some of  the best tournament series 

to Northern California. Thunder Valley is teaming with the 
Heartland Poker Tour again with a series that 
will run Jan. 17-26, capped off  by a $1,650 na-
tionally televised main-event final table. 

The World Poker Tour also will be head-
ing to Thunder Valley for the first time in its 
history from March 15-19 with a $3,500 main 
event, which will be nationally televised and 
hosted by poker legends Mike Sexton and Vince 
Van Patten. WPT executive tour director Matt 

Savage will join Thunder Valley’s director of  poker Ben Erwin in 
overseeing the event. Check back here next month for an in-
depth story on Savage.

Thunder Valley is cementing itself  as the top spot in North-
ern California for tournament poker with its pristine 21-table 
poker room run by some of  the most knowledgeable and play-
er-friendly staff  in the industry. 

If  you plan on coming to Thunder Valley Casino Resort, 
you will be pleasantly surprised in not only the gaming but 

the culinary options, which include an amazing four-diamond 
steakhouse (High Steaks) and the Red Lantern Asian restau-
rant, both of  which add to the allure of  the Lincoln, Calif., 
property.

AVIATOR CASINO: World Series of  Poker satellites begin this 
month at the Delano, Calif., cardroom. The events boast fine 
structures and a guaranteed prize pool of  $12K, plus a private 
jet ride to Las Vegas. Call 661-721-7770 for details. Also, on 
Feb. 7, there will be a H.E.A.R.T.S Connection charity tourna-
ment. Start time is 6:30 p.m. and buy-in is $60 with $20 rebuys 
and add-ons. Call 661-328-9055 ext. 222 for more info.

BAY 101: On Jan. 4 at 9 a.m., there will be a $250 mega satel-
lite to win a $7,500 World Poker Tour Shooting Star seat plus 
cash. Kai Chang won the last Shooting Star main event in 2013, 
pocketing nearly $1.14 million after beating nearly 645 players. 
This year’s event runs March 10-14.

500 CLUB CASINO: The poker room is offering a new $40 ante-
only NLHE event on Mondays at 10 a.m. You start with 6K 
chips and 20-minute rounds. There will be $20 rebuys for 6K 
chips, but you must be out of  chips to rebuy.
— Email Garrett Roth at roth@anteupmagazine.com.

PACIFIC NORTHWEST

By Christopher Cosenza

Get ready to play poker on the high seas. The poker room at 
Snoqualmie (Wash.) Casino is giving away 10 Ante Up Poker 
Cruise packages through some fantastic promotions starting in 
January and running through February. The cruise packages, 
which will be for the March 30-April 6 sailing out of  the Port 
of  Los Angeles to the Mexican Riviera, will include everything 
to get you on the Norwegian Cruise Line ship.

Players can earn entries into cruise drawings by making a 
flush or better in any live poker game. Tickets can be earned 
starting Jan. 2. Drawings will be every Thursday evening in 
January and February, with the first drawing Jan. 9. There will 
be four cash prizes of  $250 ($100 if  not playing in a live poker 
game) and one poker cruise package.

Also, the NFL Big Game Hot Seats promotion on Feb. 2 will 
award $400 to someone after every field goal or touchdown 
and $800 when the Seahawks score (if  they are in the Super 
Bowl). There will be 10 cash drawings guaranteed, plus one 
poker cruise package awarded at halftime of  the Super Bowl 
and another package at 9 p.m. after the game.

Ante Up transforms the ship’s conference center into the 
perfect place to play, complete with professional dealers, tables 
and equipment. The non-smoking poker room is always con-

veniently located near restrooms, a smoking lounge, the dining 
room and elevators, with a cocktail server on call.

The Mexican Riviera cruise will depart March 30 with stops 
in Cabo San Lucas (April 1), Mazatlan (April 2), Puerto Val-
larta (April 3) and returns to Los Angeles on April 6. You can 
get information on this or any other Ante Up Poker Cruise at 
anteupcruises.com. S

Snoqualmie giving away 10 Ante Up cruises

INTERESTED IN LOCAL TOURNAMENTS AND PROMOTIONS? TURN TO OUR WHERE TO PLAY PAGES IN THE BACK OF THE MAGAZINE.

Snoqualmie Casino in Washington is giving away 
10 Ante Up Poker Cruise packages for the March 30 
sailing out of Los Angeles to the Mexican Riviera.
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Tom Taylor from Bakersfield, Calif., took down the Cen-
tral Coast Fall Classic at Chumash Casino on Nov. 9 to 

earned $20,280. 
Taylor, 69, has been playing poker for about 30 years and 

plays in a tournament at least once a week. This is the largest 
tournament of  his career. 

The $75K guarantee event drew 507 play-
ers with a $200 buy-in ($180 if  they registered 
early). Taylor made it through 12 hours of  play 
and won a heads-up showdown with Jorge Vera, 
25, of  Santa Barbara to win the tournament, 
which was an 18-and-older event.

“I guess I showed those young guys that I 
can still do it,” Taylor said. “It was tough. I was 
hanging on by the skin of  my teeth there for a 

while, and those young guys will run you over if  you let them. I 
was just about down and out. I had to start shoving all-in (with 
about 100 players remaining). And I was down again at the fi-
nal table, but I was able to hit a couple of  big hands, double-up 
a few times and take the lead.”

Before the players made the money, Taylor was down to his 
last round of  blinds. He came back from that deficit to arrive at 
the final table short-stacked. But he was able to take out a few 
players to double-up and give him an overwhelming chip lead 
when he and Vera got heads-up. Taylor said, “You have to get 
lucky, but also play it right when you do.”

On the last hand, Taylor shoved all-in with A-K and Vera 
called with A-6. 

“Second place is fine with me because I wasn’t even sup-
posed to be here today,” said Vera, who took home $10,140. 

“Today’s my brother-in-law’s birthday party, and I was waiting 
on a call from my sister, who needed a ride to go set up for the 
party. She finally called and said she didn’t need a ride, so here 
I am playing for the championship.”

Joining Taylor and Vera at the final table were (in order of  
finish) Tim Selby of  Paso Robles, Joshua Mondragon of  Salinas, 
Dana Chase of  Santa Barbara, Robert Perry of  Buellton, Logan 
Nettles of  Los Olivos, Nick Bonnefoi of  Simi Valley, Ryan Lanse of  
Ventura and John Jaffe of  San Luis Obispo. Third through 10th 
place paid between $5,070 and $1,216.

“It’s one of  the biggest events we do each year, which means 
it’s a great opportunity to see all of  our regular players and a lot 
of  new faces in one room for one great tournament,” said Ian 
Adams, poker manager at the Chumash Casino Resort. “It’s our 
largest guaranteed prize pool of  the year.” 
— Email Kittie Aleman at anteupkittie@gmail.com.

KITTIE 
ALEMAN 

SOCAL

Taylor wins Central Coast Fall Classic at Chumash
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CALIFORNIA

After the Liz Flynt Holiday Poker Classic at the Hustler Ca-
sino in Gardena came to a close Dec. 29, there were only 

three days to recharge your tournament batteries before nine 
straight weeks with something going on every 
day in Los Angeles. 

The Bicycle Casino Mega Millions Series 
VIII begins Jan. 2. In addition to a Facebook 
tournament, this is entirely the Mega Millions 
with 28 opportunities and four price points to 
enter. As is the norm with tournaments at the 
Bike, they keep evolving. This time there are 22 
starting flights with a $260 entry, including the 

add-on. Beginning Jan. 3 and going through Jan. 13, there are 
flights at 1 and 6 p.m. each day. From those flights, 10 percent 
cash and five percent advance to Day 2 on Jan. 14. On Jan. 13-
15 at 3:30, there are $550 entry flights, with 25K chips and 10 
percent advancing to Day 2. 

If  you prefer turbo satellites, on Jan. 13 at 8:30 and Jan. 14 
at noon there are $1,160 buy-ins with 20 percent advancing 
to Day 2. The last chance to get in is to buy in on Day 2. For 

$5,300 you can get 250K chips and start play Jan. 14. The last 
Mega Millions during Legends of  Poker in August surpassed 
the guarantee by more than $600K.

Finishing just before Thanksgiving was the L.A. Poker Open 
at Commerce Casino. Congratulations to Mark Ketteringham for 
his win in the $1,650 World Poker Tour Regional champion-
ship for a touch more than $150K. Actor Kirk Acevedo had a 
second-place finish in Event 12. Event 17, the $350 NLHE 
double stack, went to pro Matt Affleck. Joining him at the final 
table and taking fourth was Don Zewin, best known for finishing 
third behind Phil Hellmuth and Johnny Chan in the 1989 World 
Series of  Poker Main Event.

With the final table of  the Mega Millions on Jan. 16, that can 
only mean one thing: The second best tournament series after 
the World Series of  Poker, the L.A. Poker Classic, begins Jan. 
17 at Commerce Casino. Last year’s series had more than 60 
events. This year’s LAPC runs through the first week of  March. 
Check the Commerce Casino’s website for details.
— Email Dave Palm at LA.AnteUp@gmail.com or follow him on Twitter 
@AnteUpLosAngele.

DAVE PALM 
LOS ANGELES

new year brings tons of tournaments

Tom Taylor
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A slight change in lifestyle and a little added patience con-
tributed to a memorable 2013 for Matt Waxman, a Florida 

Atlantic University graduate and poker pro. The 28-year-old 
veteran closed out November with a victory at 
Seminole Hard Rock’s Rock & Roll Open in 
Hollywood. 

Waxman made an equal chop with Yan Shen 
as both collected more than $123K, but Wax-
man was awarded the trophy thanks to hav-
ing slightly more chips. Waxman earned his 
first World Series bracelet this past summer in 
a $1K NLHE event after an epic seven-hour 

struggle with Eric Baldwin, and he managed to be part of  a four-
way chop at the Isle in Pompano Beach in late October. His 
recent success at the felt moved him into 73rd place on the 
Global Poker Index.

“I think I can attribute it to waiting things out,” he said. 
“Instead of  butting heads with everybody, I’m picking my spots 
more carefully, letting everyone else collide while I sit 
back and pick up a few blinds here and there and wait 
for a big hand.”

Waxman also said he thought the time was right to 
make some changes away from the tables.

“I’ve definitely been taking poker more seriously as 
a profession and avoiding all the late-night partying. I’ve 
been trying to be more responsible and I think it’s paying 
off.”

After seven cashes in Vegas this summer, the two deep runs 
in South Florida were especially gratifying for the Parkland res-
ident. “I’ve been playing at the Hard Rock since they opened 
for poker and there’s something special about having the locals 
that I’m friendly with shout out encouragement and support 
you. I have lots of  results there, but this one is definitely my 
biggest one.”

ISLE POKER CLASSIC IS JAN. 2-21: Heavy competition will be the 
norm in the poker world in 2014, and it starts with a bang in 
January as three major events go head-to-head in the southeast 
and the Bahamas. With the PokerStars Caribbean Adventure 
running Jan. 5-13 and the Million Dollar Heater at the Beau 
Rivage in Biloxi, Miss., going Jan. 3-14, a move to one week 
earlier in the month by poker director Stan Strickland for the Isle 
Classic seemed at first glance to be suicidal.  

However, a closer look at the three main events proves that 
for serious players, attendance at all three can be easily accom-
plished. Since the main event of  the PCA at the Atlantis falls 

in the middle of  that series from Jan. 7-10, and the main of  
the MDH is Jan. 11-14, the world’s top players have plenty 
of  time to arrive in South Florida for the Isle Classic’s $300K 
guarantee Jan. 16-21. 

There have been several changes in this series with 11 events, 
which will kick off  with a $115 buy-in re-entry event featuring 
six opening sessions and a $100K guarantee. The champion-
ship event, won last year by Chris Bolek of  Boca Raton, will have 
three Day 1s (Jan. 16-18), but will have smaller buy-ins, going 
from 2013’s $2,500 to $1,090 this year. The guaranteed prize 
pool will be $300K, the same as in 2012, but smaller than last 
year’s half-million dollar guarantee.

 The Isle poker room will feature three new tables for 3-Card 
Poker, slated to open just before Christmas. Since state law does 
not allow the casino to bank these games, customers that wish 
to volunteer to bank them can be put in place, depending on 
customer demand. While this style of  poker has been a part 
of  the offerings at the South Florida Indian casinos for sev-

eral years, the Isle will be only the second parimutuel in 
South Florida to spread it; Palm Beach Kennel Club 
has offered it occasionally for about a year.

CALDER MOVES STUDZ: The Studz Poker Room at 
Calder Casino & Race Course has a new home, which 
opened its doors on Dec. 17.
“We’re always looking for new ways to improve our 

guests’ experience,” Calder president Maureen Adams said. 
“The new poker room will give them another reason to call 
Calder their home.”

The 14-table room is surrounded by more than 40 flatscreen 
TVs and features easy access to three dining venues and valet 
parking. Just outside of  the room, guests will have access to the 
newest electronic blackjack and roulette games. The room is 
just inside the South casino entrance. 

“We see a large amount of  crossover play between our poker 
and slot guests,” senior director of  marketing Wade West said. 
“The move will give our guests the complete gaming experi-
ence of  poker, thoroughbred wagering, and now slots as well as 
more dining options, all within just feet of  the room.” 

Studz will have a special ribbon-cutting ceremony with light 
refreshments at 1 p.m. on Jan. 1 to celebrate the room. Also, 
Studz will ring in the New Year with a weeklong high-hands 
promotion from Jan. 1-8, awarding $200 every 15 minutes 
from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. to the player with the best qualifying 
hand. 
— Email Dave Lemmon at bigdave@pokeractionline.com.

waxman’s huge year ends in r’n’r win

DAVE LEMMON 
SOUTH FLORIDA
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The World Poker Tour returned to bestbet Jacksonville 
in November as thousands of  players packed the tables 

across 20 preliminary events. Another 358 players entered the 
$3,500 Fall Poker Scramble to create a $1.1 million prize pool 

with a $250K first-place prize that went to Jared 
Jaffee of  Brooklyn.

Hot off  the heels of  
his Heartland Poker 
Tour win at Daytona 
Beach Kennel Club, 
Cong Pham entered Day 
3 of  the main event 

with the chip lead. It seemed like re-
markable back-to-back wins were in-
evitable for Cong, but once Day 3 be-
gan he exited almost as quickly as he 
entered and Jaffee would go into the 
final table with a strong chip lead. 

He and eventual runner-up Blake Pervis each eliminated two 
players at the final table and entered heads-up play with nearly 
even chipstacks. Jaffee, who maintained a strong stack through-
out most of  the event, had the edge when Blake’s pocket aces 
were all-in against Jaffee’s 2H-4H, looking for a flush after the 

flop. The turn was a blank, but the QH on the river delivered 
another big payday to the pro from the north, putting his career 
total at more than $1.5 million.

In one of  the undercard events, Brian Arbaugh picked up the 
biggest win of  his career, taking $41K home to Ohio after con-
quering the 621-player field of  the $350 Event 7. 

And in what was one of  the toughest 
fields of  the series, amateur Scott Mauer 
bested players that included pros such 
as John Racener, Darryll Fish and Mark Rose 
to claim $27K in the $1,070 NLHE 
Event 17.

PROMOTIONS: Local promotions have 
gotten a much-needed facelift in the 
past few months. DBKC has ramped 
up its power hour high hands with 
$1,100 payouts as well half-hour $500 

payouts on select days. Weekends at bestbet have become a 
big-buck bonanza with $1K high hands every hour as well as 
$500 table shares on select weekends throughout the month. 
See their websites for info on all the fantastic high-hand promo-
tions to stuff  your pockets with a little extra cash.
— Email Charles Allison anteupcharles@gmail.com. 

CHARLES ALLISON 
NORTH FLORIDA

Jaffee wins wPt title at JacksonVille

Jared Jaffee





The past few months have been flooded with tournaments 
in the Tampa Bay area from Tampa to Sarasota. Now 

with Derby Lane’s 12 Days of  Poker and Hard Rock’s Winter 
Poker Open ending at press time, the final winter festival will be 

at the Silks Poker Room in Tampa. 
This month begins the first of  its four Poker 

Player Championship series (Jan. 15-19) as the 
series is highlighted by the $350 main event 
with a $50K guarantee. 

The main will feature 
four starting flights (two on 
Jan. 17 and two the next 
day). Scheduled to appear 

at the event is Ronnie Bardah, a 2013 WSOP 
bracelet-winner and consecutive WSOP 
main-event cashes. 

For the women who don’t make Day 2 of  
the main, a LIPS event is on the schedule 
(Jan. 19, $130) and should have a strong 
showing.

On the east coast of  Florida, the Club 52 
Poker Room in Melbourne is bringing even more poker to the 
players that travel the Atlantic highways. 

When I began my Ante Up career, Melbourne Greyhound 

Park was the first room I visited, and it’s a nice room with some 
unusual tournaments. The day we were there it was the neck-
lace bounty where people were given beads to wear and if  they 
were knocked out they had to give their opponent the necklace, 
which had a prize attached. We look forward to getting more 
information about promotions and tournaments as 2014 moves 
forward.

CHARITY: I want to give a special thanks to a few people. In 
November, my wife and I attended a char-
ity event in Orlando benefitting Best Bud-
dies of  Central Florida. Two professionals 
highlighted the event, Natasha Barbour and 
Mike Raimon. Both dazzled the players in the 
tournament. They helped raise awareness 
for such a worthwhile organization and 
I was happy to be a part of  a wonderful 
night. 

As we enter 2014, the year looks like a 
banner one for Central Florida. The events 
are becoming more and more competitive, 
which benefits the players. I’m looking for-

ward to reporting all the fun and happy times to come. 
— Email Andrew at anteupandrew@gmail.com. Follow him on Twitter 
@anteupandrew and read his blog at anteupandrew.wordpress.com.

ANDREW 
MALOWITZ 

CENTRAL FLA.

Poker is heating uP in central florida
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Join snowbirds in warm southwest
SOUTHWEST

Southwestern states enjoy the company of  many snowbirds 
who escape more frozen climates to vacation where they 

can warm their bones and play great poker. 
Featured here are just a few of  the poker 

rooms with exciting January schedules, beau-
tiful surroundings and southwestern hospital-
ity that, come spring, snowbirds find difficulty 
leaving.

INN OF THE MOUNTAIN GODS: The Ruidoso, 
N.M., poker room presents its $230 Pass-Punt-
Kick Tournament on Jan. 19.  It also is giv-
ing away a 50-inch TV and other prizes for 

the AFC and NFC championships. Also, high-hand jackpots 
return Jan. 1 (win up to $500 per royal flush) and double any 
jackpot when the 2S is on the board.

 ROUTE 66 CASINO HOTEL: The Albuquerque poker room has 
added a $45 Thursday night tournament into which $300 will 
be splashed. There’s also a fun, new Saturday afternoon Mys-
tery Bounty tournament, paying one $25 bounty on every five 
players who enter. 

Each player will have a $5 bounty on them, but those play-
ers with mystery $25 bounties will not know who they are un-
til they’re eliminated. Also, there are plans for a $1K-added 

tournament in January, with a buy-in around $115, but the 
date hadn’t been announced at press time so be sure to call the 
poker room.

 KICKAPOO LUCKY EAGLE: The Eagle Pass, Texas, poker room 
hosts (on the first and third Sunday in January) $120 Show-
down tournaments with a cap of  50 players. Planned for other 
Sundays of  the month are $75 bounty events (also capped at 
50 players). At registration, each player receives a $25 bounty 
chip. 

Also, the Winter Classic will be Jan. 4. This $220 event has 
one optional add-on and the field is not capped.

BUFFALO THUNDER: This Santa Fe, N.M., room is one of  the 
best places in the Southwest to play Omaha. It will host a $100 
Omaha/8 tournament Jan. 12 and the room will add $100 per 
table. Also, don’t miss the Jan. 25 $150 deepstack event or the 
Sunday-Thursday late-night high hands (up to $225 nightly).

TALKING STICK RESORT: The Arena Poker Room in Scottsdale, 
Ariz., is the largest poker room in the state. It has an amazing 
array of  tournaments and cash games, and the staff  is especial-
ly proud of  its room’s dining specials that keep happy players 
seated and sated around the clock.
— Mary Bradley is Ante Up’s Southwest Ambassador. You can email her 
at anteupmary@gmail.com.
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Las Vegas poker rooms constantly compete with each other 
for players. They’ve tried nearly all of  the standard varia-

tions of  promotions, bad-beat jackpots, comps, drawings and 
the like. The latest effort to encourage players to play and stay 

in their room revolves around the cell phone.
And now these rooms are making it easier 

for players to use and charge their cell phones 
while they play, often right at the poker table. 
On the strip, three of  the biggest rooms, the 
Wynn, the Venetian and the Bellagio, have 
installed power strips right under their poker 
tables so players never run out of  juice (the 
electronic kind, that is). Smaller rooms such as 

the Flamingo and the Quad have followed suit. Off  the strip, 
the popular locals room at the Orleans offers the same service. 
This trend is certain to continue. 

At most Vegas rooms, the rules are different for tournaments 
and cash games. Talking on the phone at a tournament table 
still is forbidden. But at cash games, most rooms allow you to 
talk on the phone as long as you don’t slow up the action. 

The ease of  texting might cause concern that friends play-
ing together at the same table could be sharing information. 
Though the dealer should be able to recognize this, players 
should be alert to this, too.

GOLDEN NUGGET: The downtown poker room has added a 
weekly $115 Open Face Chinese tournament on Thursdays at 
8 p.m. Players start with 10K chips, with an optional staff  add-
on of  $10 for 5K chips, and the first level is $100 a point. Lev-
els increase every seven hands. It’s the first regularly scheduled 
OFC tournament in Vegas. 

The Nugget hosts a $115 Big “O” tournament, also known 
as five-card pot-limit Omaha on Tuesdays at 8 p.m. Wednes-
days at 8 are $50 SNGs. These shootouts have a 50-hand maxi-
mum. At the end of  the 50th hand, the tournament ends and 
the chipleader gets $300, while the person with the second big-
gest stack gets $130. Each table is a separate tournament. A 
$115 HORSE tournament is offered on Saturdays at 2.

Plus there are the six daily $65 no-limit hold’em tournaments 
the Golden Nugget has been running for years, as well as the 
popular Sunday, 9 a.m. $100 event that has a $5K guarantee.

BELLAGIO: The big Strip room announced a revamping of  its 
regular tournament schedule starting this month. The daily 

tournaments move from 2 to 5 p.m. The bigger buy-in tourna-
ments will be eliminated; it will be a $125 tournament seven 
days a week. Late registration and re-entry will end after the 
first three 30-minute levels and the first break (around 6:45 
p.m.).

VENETIAN: Deep Stack Extravaganza IV saw all four events 
with guarantees meet their guarantees, including the $2,500 
main event on Nov. 26.  James Van Alstyne of  Las Vegas took the 
$136K first-place prize over runner-up Mark Darner ($84K) and 
third-place finisher Joey Weissman ($61K), both from Florida. 
Nearly 240 entrants created a prize pool of  $544K, easily sur-
passing the $500K guarantee.  

The room has announced the dates for DSE I, which will 
run Jan. 30-Feb. 26. It will feature $1.1 million in guarantees 
and include two $300 freezeouts with $30K guarantees. These 
freezeouts allow one entry per flight, a change from recent mul-
tiple re-entry events.

LUXOR: The nine-table room on the south end of  the Strip was 
moved and remodeled in front of  the sports book.  The room 
offers a $40 tournament five times a day and spreads $1-$2 
NLHE as its main cash game. It offers progressive high-hand 
bonuses that increase the payout the more often they are hit.
 — Email Rob Solomon at  rob@allvegaspoker.com. Follow him on Twit-
ter @Robvegaspoker and read his blog at robvegaspoker.blogspot.com.

cell Phones at the table are here to stay

ROB SOLOMON 
LAS VEGAS

SPONSORED BY ALLVEGASPOKER.COM

Poker cruise giveaways at Caesars, MGM
Caesars Palace and the MGM Grand in Las Vegas are 
giving away Ante Up Poker Cruise packages. Caesars 
has added a cruise package to the prize pool of its Win-
ter Poker Classic Main Event in January. The 23-event 
series begins Jan. 10, and the $560 main event begins 
Jan. 18. The main event features a $50K guarantee and 
30,000 starting units. In addition to the normal cash 
payout, the champion will win the cruise for two for the 
March 30 Mexican Riviera sailing out of Los Angeles.

• The MGM Grand poker room will be giving away five 
Ante Up Poker Cruise packages for the same sailing in 
February. Details for those giveaways will be in our Feb-
ruary issue, and for more info, visit AnteUpCruises.com.





Here’s a chance for you to plan your 2014 Reno poker trip, 
and more events will be added by local poker rooms, but 

here is what’s scheduled.
ATLANTIS CASINO: Two series are set to come through this year 

(March 20-30, with web broadcasting of  its fi-
nal table and the WPT visits Sept. 11-21). You 
can also find info on other weekly tournaments 
and reward promos at atlantiscasino.com

GRAND SIERRA RESORT:  The GSR has four large 
events to look forward to this year. 

The popular Pot of  Gold series will return 
and offer a great variety of  games for all play-
ers, including mixed tournaments starting dai-

ly at 4 p.m. These mixed tournaments will consist of  PLO, 
Omaha/8, stud and HORSE. Each POG series will run 10 
days, offering two no-limit hold’em tournaments each day, 
along with a 4 p.m. mixed event. The dates for the series are 
May 8-18, July 24-Aug. 3, Oct. 11-21 and Dec. 4-14. The GSR 
also has increased the comp rate on live play to $2 per hour. 
Visit grandsierraresort.com for more information.

PEPPERMILL CASINO: The Nevada State Ladies Champion-
ship is set to be the first large event offered by the Peppermill 
this year. LIPS will co-host the tournament Feb. 28- March 2. 
Mike Nelson, the new poker room manager, expects to add a few 
more large events throughout the year and is excited about the 
two daily tournaments offered. You can find details about the 

daily events at peppermillcasino.com. The Peppermill is one 
of  the area’s top places to find great cash action and offers the 
biggest stakes in the region.

EL DORADO: The El Dorado doesn’t have any large tours 
scheduled, but it offers some of  the best weekly tournaments 
in Reno. Anyone who cashes in weekly events (10 per week) 
are invited to play in the monthly freeroll on the first Friday of  
the month. 

Here’s a tip: Follow the dates of  the bowling series in Reno 
and plan a trip here at the same time. 

The cash action is lucrative at all of  the poker rooms, but the 
El Dorado benefits greatly by being the only poker room in the 
downtown area, and the tourists during the bowling season are 
a dream for any solid poker player. Go to eldoradoreno.com 
for more details. 

HARVEYS LAKE TAHOE: The dates of  the annual WSOPC haven’t 
been set, but it’s expected to be held at the same time as 2013, 
which began in late October. 

This series continues to bring in the largest numbers of  any 
event in the Reno-Tahoe area and it is a must for any legit pok-
er player. Not only do the tournaments crush the guarantees, 
but you can expect to find some serious cash games 24 hours 
a day, all while visiting one of  the most beautiful places in not 
only the country, but the world. Harveys also offers weekly 
tournaments, which can be found at harveystahoe.com 
— Email Leslie at anteupcali@gmail.com.

NEVADA

Plan your 2014 reno Poker triP now
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Choctaw Casino in Durant, Okla., brings back the World 
Series of  Poker Circuit on Jan. 2-20 as the series offers 

55 events, including 12 ring events. Some are satellites into the 
$1 million guaranteed $1,675 main event. All 
ring events are no-limit hold’em with the ex-
ception of  a $365 pot-limit Omaha event on 
Jan. 9. A ladies pendant event is among the 
non-ring events. Buy-ins for non-satellite, non-
ring events begin at $125 with most ring events 
sporting $365 buy-ins.

DOWNSTREAM CASINO: The poker room has a 
number of  activities going on, beginning with $150 (wild card), 
$400 (Super Bowl) hot seat drawings after every touchdown 
and field goal during the NFL playoffs. February 14-16 will see 
special events being offered including, on Feb. 15, a $200 buy-
in Poker Manager’s Birthday Bounty Bash tournament with 
$5,000 added in bounties.

BOOT HILL CASINO: The bad-beat jackpot was nearly $200K at 
press time and requires quads beaten to win.

HARD ROCK OPEN: Congratulations goes to Noah Nodine of  Nor-
man, Okla., for winning the $1,090 main event at the Hard 
Rock Tulsa, pocketing $22,400.

KANSAS STAR CASINO: Three tables will be added to the poker 
room to bring the number available for play to 13. The room 
is featuring $3-6 limit hold’em on Wednesdays while Fridays 
feature $10-20 limit hold’em and a pot-limit Omaha-PLO/8 
mixed game. A new tournament starting Jan. 17, and running 
every two weeks through March, is a $250 “Cash and Dash” 
event. Players can cash out from the tournament after an hour 
of  play. The last remaining player wins the $1K prize pool.

HOLLYWOOD: There’s still no news on Hollywood Casino at 
Kansas Speedway’s tie-in to the second annual Hollywood Pok-
er Open. I did, however, have the chance to play $1-$3 NLHE 
and it was a good experience with quality dealers. Thanks to 
tournament director Travis Burch for visiting with me.

AMERISTAR KANSAS CITY: With it having been at least four years 
since my last visit, I sat in on $3-$6 LHE cash game with a full 
kill and $4-$8 Omaha/8 with a half  kill at the Ameristar Kan-
sas City, Missouri’s 15-table poker room. 

Poker room manager Ken Long and his staff  were welcoming 
and took the time to visit with me about my experience. Dealers 
kept a comfortable game pace and the staff  handled a couple 
of  situations, including one that involved me, quite well.
— Email Robert Kelly at anteuprob@gmail.com.

OKLAHOMA/KANSAS

choctaw casino hosts wsoPc on Jan. 2-20
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OK.-KANSAS

N
E

W
S

The World Series of  Poker Circuit made its annual stop 
at Harrah’s (Nov. 29-Dec. 9) in Atlantic City. The series 

featured 12 ring events, including a two-day PLO/8 and sat-
ellite entries into the WSOP main event. The 
$365 re-entry Event 2 attracted 483 players for 
a $144,900 prize pool. Tod Liang from Brooklyn 
took down the three-day tournament for the 
ring and $31,159.

But the highlight of  the series was the $1,675 
main event, which had an impressive 578 
entrants, bringing in a wide range of  
players to the tables. Joseph LaPinta 

from Toms River, N.J., found himself  cashing in not 
only his first WSOPC event, but coming heads-up at 
the final table against Joseph Wertz, who just happened 
to be his roommate. LaPinta defied the odds by build-
ing his eighth-place chip count into an advantageous stack 
to eliminate the final table. LaPinta took home $182,070 for 
first when his A-K bested his buddy. All told, LaPinta won the 
main, a ring and entry into the national championship.  

BORGATA: The Borgata Winter Open begins Jan. 14-31 with 
23 events, featuring the World Poker Tour $3M guarantee main 
event.  The $3,500 five-day tournament will be Jan. 26-31 as a 
televised event. The series kicks off  with its popular $2M guar-
antee for $560. The WPT will return April 22-26 to hold its 

televised world championship with a $15,400 buy-in.
WILD WILD WEST: There’s word circulating the Atlantic City 

poker rooms suggesting possible gaming changes to the Wild 
Wild West Casino that has been under heavy construction for 
the past several months. Since Atlantic City’s decline in gam-
ing revenue over the past few years, Bally’s has made develop-
ments on non-gaming attractions to recover its losses. Multiple 
renovations and expansions have established the casino as a 
competitor in earnings and occupancy rate, ranking fourth in 

Atlantic City.   
With a minimal number of  players circulating the 

tables in recent years, Showboat, Caesars and Bally’s 
poker rooms have been in need of  a resurgence. 
There has been some speculation about the three 
boardwalk properties. No official announcement has 

been made, however, local poker patrons are buzzing 
about a potential expanded poker room comparable to the 

Borgata. Caesars Entertainment hasn’t revealed any details of  
the Wild Wild West construction while acknowledging possi-
bilities of  gaming developments set in motion.

PARX: In Philadelphia, the Parx poker room has announced 
its plan to launch a bad-beat jackpot this year. Since its open-
ing date in 2010, Parx has remained exclusive as the sole poker 
room without a bad-beat rake in the area.
— Email Jo Kim at anteupjokim@gmail.com.

JO KIM 
A.C./PHILLY

ATLANTIC CITY/PHILADELPHIA

LaPinta wins WSOPC main at Harrah’s
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As 2013 ends, I’d like to recap the past couple of  months and 
preview exciting things to come in Mississippi poker. At 

the IP Biloxi, the WPT Regional just crowned 
Caufman Talley of  Lafayette, La., the champion 
and sent him home with more than  $37K. 
Capt. Tom Franklin, Kyle Cartwright and Chun Law 
managed final-table finishes (third, fourth and 
fifth respectively). This is still a growing event 
and offered players a rare shot at overlays on 
guarantees. 

At the Gold Strike Fall Championship, 
which concluded Nov. 11, Mick Donovan scooped a bracelet 
and $59,645 just in time for his holiday shopping. Donovan of  
Nashville played a tough game against second-place finisher Gil 
George ($31,813). 

 A bit further south, the Gulf  Coast Poker Championship 
concluded its main event on Sept. 2. The $112,351 first-place 
money stayed close to home going to local Robert Harwell of  
Pass Christian. Corrie “Slim” Wunstel came in second just ahead 
of  Amir Sahebdivani in third. I ran into Amir just minutes after 
the final three had struck a deal and he was overjoyed with his 
third-place finish. He said he’d just visited for a couple of  days, 
decided to hop in a tournament and left up more than $40K. 

Looking forward, 2014 brings all sorts of  changes for Mis-
sissippi poker. It’s with a genuinely sad heart that I must an-
nounce the closing of  the Gold Strike Poker Room as of  Jan. 
14. This marks the third significant room closing in a little more 
than a year. Gold Strike was always one of  the busiest rooms in 
Mississippi and one of  my favorites.

Business had dwindled over the past few years, leaving the 
casino an opportunity to move in a different direction. When 
I spoke to Johnny Grooms (regional poker room manager for 

MGM Mississippi) about the announcement he expressed dis-
appointment over the loss of  the Gold Strike legacy. He said he 
was unsure what, if  any, future the tournaments had in Tunica. 
Though there is still a possibility the MGM tournament series 
will remain scheduled for 2014, it’s hard to imagine the room 
that just a few years ago held one of  the largest events in the 
country (World Poker Open) is no longer in business. 

The Million Dollar Heater at the Beau Rivage is Jan. 3-15. 
There are two $500K guarantee events. Opening weekend 
kicks off  with a two-flight $340 no-limit hold’em tournament. 
The $2,600 two-flight main event also features a $500K guar-
antee. Visit the Beau all week for daily opportunities to win 
your seat into the main. You’ll find tournament structures and 
schedules online at beaupoker.com.

Between tournaments, you have a few days off  to travel to 
Tunica for the South’s best WSOP Circuit stop. Harrah’s Tu-
nica begins Jan. 23 and runs through Feb. 3. You can’t beat the 
live action at Harrah’s Tunica, either. Promotions will run right 
up until the tournament starts with single-table and mega satel-
lites beginning Jan. 17. 

 Also in Tunica, Horseshoe is having major renovations. The 
new room, scheduled to open with the New Year, will be the 
biggest in Tunica with more room, more TVs and a new tour-
nament series. The Senior Poker Tour, open to players 50-plus, 
will feature 17 events and run Jan. 15-19. The SPT schedule is  
at seniorpokertour.com. Come celebrate the grand re-opening 
of  the poker room with a $25K guarantee Jan. 3-5 ($150). Top 
three places will win a seat into the WSOPC main at Harrah’s. 
You can’t beat that added value.

 I look forward to seeing you all at these events and as always, 
keep the emails coming.

— Email Jennifer Gay at jennifergay80@hotmail.com.

chamPions rise to toP; gold strike closing
MISSISSIPPI

JENNIFER GAY 
 MISSISSIPPI
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The World Series of  Poker Circuit will return to St. Louis 
at Lumiére Place Casino on March 20-31. This stop origi-

nally was scheduled for Horseshoe Cleveland, but that prop-
erty was unable to provide enough space to hold the event (see 

the related story on Page 29). The WSOPC 
was at Harrah’s St. Louis until that property 
was sold in November 2012.

Lumiére Place will add 40 tables to the 
poker room for a total of  53, and 20 of  those 
tables are expected to be available for cash 
games. Slot machines will be removed from 
in front of  the poker room.  

“We reviewed previous event numbers in 
this market, and it will be a good use of  space and games,” said 
Jeff Babinski, vice president and general manager at Lumiére 
Place Casino.

This series will fall right after the Hollywood Poker Open at 

Hollywood Casino St. Louis and before the Heartland Poker 
Tour at River City.  

“We believe that St. Louis has a great poker community,” 
Babinski said. “Just in this short time since the announcement, 
there has been enormous interest and excitement surrounding 
the WSOP Circuit tour coming back to St. Louis. If  you’re a 
poker player, we believe St. Louis is where you’ll want to be for 
that 45-60 day stretch.”

How about satellites?
“Lumiére Place is currently evaluating satellite tournaments. 

If  offered, satellite tournaments will be held during the month 
of  February,” Babinski said.

A previously announced promotion called $100K Ultimate 
Poker Bankroll will begin Jan. 1. This features $50K in draw-
ings and a $50K freeroll based on hours played in cash games.  
— Don Matusofsky is our Missouri Ambassador. Email him at anteup-
donm@gmail.com.

WSOPC set to return to St. Louis in March
MISSOURI

DON MATUSOFSKY 
MISSOURI





MID-ATLANTIC

The Delaware Park Casino poker room will host its Winter 
Classic on Jan. 1-13. The series will have 21 events, kick-

ing off  with a deepstack $30K guarantee on Jan. 1. There will 
be a wide variety of  events, including many double-stacks (30K 

starting chips), stud, HORSE, seniors and a 
ladies event. The main event is Jan. 11 with a 
$100K guarantee. Most events have satellites 
to make it cheaper to enter.

TOYS FOR TOTS: The Royal Crown Poker 
Room at Dover Downs Hotel and Casino host-
ed a charity event to benefit the Dover Toys 
for Tots campaign. The event had 57 entrants 
and more than 100 toys were donated by the 

players. This is another example of  how Delaware players care 
about those less fortunate in the community.

MARYLAND LIVE: In addition to the daily tournament schedule, 
Maryland Live will host satellites for the Poker Players Cham-
pionship worlds in Aruba in October. The poker room will hold 
$60 re-entry satellites to win a seat into a $520 satellite for PPC 
Aruba packages. The satellites will be Jan. 3-18 at 11:15 a.m. 
daily and Sundays at 7:15 will be the $520 satellite.

D.C. CHARITY CHAMPIONSHIP: All In Enterprises will host a series 
of  charitable tournaments throughout Washington, D.C. Be-
ginning Jan. 25-26, tournaments will benefit local charities and 
lead up to the main event Feb. 8-9.
— Email Michael Young at anteupmike@gmail.com. 

MICHAEL YOUNG 
MID-ATLANTIC

dP winter classic Jan. 1-13
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MATT STROUD 
LOUISIANA

Top players will be competing this month at Eldorado Ca-
sino and Hotel in Shreveport, La., to win a seat to the World 
Series of  Poker Main Event. The top 10 tournament play-

ers, accumulated time play and combination 
players will be rewarded a seat in a monthly 
free-roll. Six lucky qualifiers will be sent to Las 
Vegas with a $10,000 voucher to enter poker’s 
biggest tournament. Call the poker room for 
details and dates.

JENA CHOCTAW PINES: The latest casino to 
open, Jena Choctaw Pines in Dry Prong, La., 

is offering a $5K freeroll to players who accumulate 80 hours 
between now and Feb. 1. The freeroll will be Feb. 15-16. While 
attempting to qualify, you may enjoy trying to win one of  the 
easiest bad-beat jackpots in the state. The “Regressive Jack-
pot” was at $35,615 at press time, and all you need is aces full 
of  eights beaten. The qualifying hand will reduce on the first 
and 15th of  every month until the jackpot is hit.

PARAGON: At press time, the bad beat was $117K.
COUSHATTA: The 20-table poker room has a major bad-beat 

jackpot (quad jacks) that was at $60K at press time, but also a 
minor jackpot (quad deuces-10s) that was at $26K.
— Email Matt at matt.anteup@gmail.com. Follow him on Twitter @
acadianapkrplyr and visit facebook.com/acadianapokerplayers.

Great freerolls and jackpots in north casinos

LOUISIANA





Steve Patch has loved poker from the first day he played it 
45 years ago, playing stud for matchsticks. He’s played lots 

of  home games over the years, but about a decade ago, the 
Colorado Springs resident got swept up in the 
“Moneymaker movement” and turned his at-
tention to hold’em.

It’s been a fun pastime for Patch, 59, a 
retired U.S. Air Force officer who works for 
the Department of  Defense as a senior policy 
analyst. Several years ago — close to the time 
Colorado casinos lifted their limits to $100 — 

he’d been playing tournaments at the Golden Gates and some 
cash games at Ameristar, occasionally trying his luck in the 
larger events, leading to some modest cashes 
here and there.

In November, Patch took a huge step for-
ward with his biggest finish. In Las Vegas, 
he tried to get into the Las Vegas Heart-
land Poker Tour stop through a couple of  
qualifiers but fell short, eventually qualifying 
through a cash game at the Venetian. 

Cut to the final table of  the HPT event, where Patch was 
heads-up for the title against New York pro Richard Lyndaker. 

He wasn’t able to pull out the win, as Lyndaker paired the 
low end of  his K-6 against Patch’s 8-9 suited on the final hand, 
and Patch failed to improve. But it remained an excellent event 
for Patch, who earned more than $74K for his second-place 
finish. Lyndaker cashed more than $122K in earning the title.

Considering Lyndaker is a “pro with a fair amount of  expe-
rience,” Patch said, he figured his odds were poor if  he tried to 
grind it out. He decided his best chance lay in being aggressive: 
“I call it ‘shock and awe.’ If  he raised, I reraised. If  he reraised, 
I raised over the top.”

It was a solid strategy, just one where the cards didn’t play 
ball: Patch said he had Lyndaker 9-to-1 and all-in twice where 
Lyndaker caught the winner on the river. “I like to paraphrase 
Yogi Berra,” Patch said. “I tell people poker is 90 percent luck, 
and the other half  is bad reads.”

Still, Patch is happy with the finish. And because this HPT 
event was in Vegas, the 353-player entrant pool was heavier 
than usual with pros, giving Patch plenty of  opportunities to 
study their games.

“I spent a lot of  time next to Dennis Phillips, and he was a hoot 
and a half,” Patch said. “And I sat next to Eli Elezra for hours.” 

As for Lyndaker, Patch said, “That kid, he’s 27, and he 
taught me a couple of  things in that match hopefully I can use 
going forward.”
— Email Rick Gershman at rickgershman@gmail.com.

COLORADO

RICK GERSHMAN 
COLORADO

Patch nearly Pulls
out a Victory at hPt



Running Aces Harness Park in Columbus, Minn., is going 
to be giving away at least 10 Ante Up Poker Cruise pack-

ages. All of  the packages will be for the Oct. 19 cruise sailing 
out of  Galveston, Texas, with stops in Hondu-
ras, Belize and Mexico.  

“It’ll kind of  be like a Running Aces Poker 
Cruise,” tournament director Tristan Wilberg 
said.  

Cruise packages will be added as prizes to 
the Monday night freerolls. Also, the first of  
two satellites for a package will be Jan. 26. De-
pending upon demand, there could be even 

more packages awarded.  
Freerolls are at 6 p.m. on Dec. 30, Jan. 6 and Jan. 20 (pack-

ages were awarded in other December freerolls, too). The 
freerolls are open to all players, with registration beginning at 
4 p.m. Players start with 2,000 units, but can buy five $10 add-
ons before their first card is dealt. Each add-on is good for 
5,000 units, so players can start with as many as 27K units.

The winner of  each freeroll wins an Ante Up Poker Cruise 

package for two.
On Jan. 26, the club will run a $225 buy-in satellite that will 

pay a $2,000 cruise/cash package to the top 10 percent of  the 
field for the Oct. 19 sailing out of  Galveston.

RAKE BACK REBATE: Running Aces Rake Back promotion will 
continue into January. The promotion allows players to earn 
$10 per hour rake back based upon the number of  hours 
played in a month and dramatically increased attendance in 
November. 

“We were averaging five to eight games a day and we jumped 
to 15-23. It was a big increase,” cardroom manager Gregg Bart-
ku said.

TIMED TOURNAMENTS: Running Aces has introduced timed no-
limit tournaments to simulate no-limit cash games.  Buy-in is 
$545 for a three-hour tournament. Players get 500 tournament 
chips with blinds starting at $2-$5 and increasing to $5-$5 at 
the halfway mark. At the end of  the tournament, each player is 
paid $1 for each tournament chip. Larger stakes, longer dura-
tion and PLO are available upon request.
— Email John Somsky at john.somsky@gmail.com.

running aces to giVe away ante uP cruises

JOHN SOMSKY 
MINNESOTA

MINNESOTA

Soaring Eagle Casino and Resort in Mount Pleasant, Mich., 
was the setting for the last event of  Season IX of  the Heartland 

Poker Tour. The $1,650 main event attracted 
473 runners for a $678K prize pool as Rob Bell 
captured the title and nearly $160K. He had 
to navigate a field that included Greg “Fossilman” 
Raymer, Allen “Chainsaw” Kessler and Gavin Smith. 
The final table was filled with Michigan play-
ers as seven of  the final nine hailed from the 
Wolverine State. 

Bell from Toledo, Ohio, bested Andrew Beard-
sley of  Swartz Creek, Mich., for the victory. The final hand of  
the tournament saw Beardsley in bad shape with J-10 against 
Bell’s A-K all-in preflop. A king on the flop sealed Beardsley’s 
fate, but he still cashed for $98,327, which isn’t bad after quali-
fying into the event for $360. 

They were followed by Chuck Tonne (Chesterfield, Mich., 
$64,421), Ben Grise (Indianapolis, $44,756), Ardeshir Azadnia 
(Okemos, Mich., $33,228), John Drikakis (Bama Creek, Mich., 
$25,769), William Rogers (Midland, Mich., $22,310), Tonya Pro-
vost-Hawkins (White Lake, Mich., $18,309) and Dapreesch Scates 
(Sterling Heights, Mich., $14,919).

Some people might recognize Tonne, who has had some suc-
cess in the past, including a second-place finish in Event 11 of  
the 2012 World Series of  Poker.
— Email Frank Panama at anteupmichigan@gmail.com.

FRANK PANAMA 
MICHIGAN

Bell earns Heartland title 
at Soaring Eagle and $159K

MICHIGANWISCONSIN

At the beginning of  November, the Mid-States Poker Tour 
visited Ho-Chunk Gaming Wisconsin Dells. The $1,100 main 

event attracted 305 entries for a $305K prize 
pool, a state record.

Three days of  play resulted in arguably 
the toughest final table in MSPT history, 
including Brett Kuznia, who was making his 
fifth consecutive MSPT cash; online legend 
John “JohnnyGstaks” Hayes; and World Series of  
Poker bracelet-winner Chad Holloway. Kuznia 
finished seventh $14,718; Hayes sixth for 

$11,774 and Holloway fifth ($14,718). 
The winner of  the tournament ended up being 22-year-old 

Josh Reichard of  Janesville, Wis., who took down $78,003 for the 
title, and he went on to prove his win was no fluke by capturing 
a gold ring at the WSOPC at Harrah’s Rincon.
— Email Chad Holloway at anteupchad@yahoo.com.

Ho-Chunk results
1. Josh Reichard, Janesville, WI, $78,003
2. Mark Borns, Madison, WI, $42,681
3. Miro Semanisin, Wisconsin Dells, $28,258
4. Rob WazWaz, Brooklyn Park, MN, $19,133
5. Chad Holloway, Reedsburg, WI, $14,718
6. John Hayes, St. Paul, MN, $11,774
7. Brett Kuznia, Stephen, MN, $10,302
8. Brian Smith, Rhinelander, WI, $8,823
9. Jason Seitz, Forest Lake, MN, $7,359

Reichard wins MSPT Ho-Chunk

CHAD HOLLOWAY 
 WISCONSIN

Josh Reichard  
won the largest 
MSPT prize pool  

in Wisconsin 
history.
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ILLINOIS/INDIANA

New regulations are in effect for charity poker events in Il-
linois. Volunteer dealers are allowed to work 12 events per 

year, an increase from four per year. The cash winnings limit 
has been increased to $500 ($250 last year). 
The max-$10 bet in poker games has been 
eliminated. Venues can run 12 events per year, 
making it easier for chari-
ties to operate.

“Charity poker events are 
a tax on the willing, Chari-
ties are now faced with dif-
ficult economic conditions 

raising money,” said Jim Kasputis of  Rock-
ford Charitable Games. 

In other charity news, the producers of  
the popular Windy City Poker Champion-
ship television show will be helping local 
charities organize charitable poker tourna-
ments every weekend starting Jan. 25. The 
events culminate in two televised tourna-
ments in April and mid May. 

“We want to bring to our players in the 
area high value, low cost tournaments that 
they love to participate in,” WCPC execu-
tive director Kirk Fallah said. “All of  the tournaments have deep 
structures, low rake and multiple promotions. Each weekend 
we’re going to give everyone multiple opportunities to win seats 
at the TV table for our championship event in May.”

The events start Jan. 25-26 in the Tinley Park area. Check 
out WindyCityPokerChampionship.com or call 708-935-2861 
for dates and information.

MAJESTIC STAR: The Heartland Poker Tour concluded its 2013 

season at Majestic Star with a dream heads-up match as one of  
Chicagoland’s best cash players, Ed Ochana, took on one of  Chi-
cagoland’s best tournament players, Aaron Massey. It took just 10 
hands for Ochana to come out on top, winning $152K.

“One of  the most completive final tables that I have seen,” 
HPT co-host Fred Bevill said. Players at the final table totaled 

148 career cashes and included past HPT 
champ Nick Schwarmann and Imari “Doc” Love, 
who had four HPT-Majestic Star cashes 
and made his second final table, finishing 
fourth.

Jeremy Smith, a familiar towering figure, 
was back at Majestic Star as HPT’s tour-
nament director. The HPT concluded a re-
cord year for the televised tour as this event 
pushed the HPT past $50 million in prize 
money awarded.

Mid-States Poker Tour will make its Chi-
cagoland debut as Majestic Star will host 
two events this year (May 3-11 and Aug. 
16-24). Both main events will have a $200K 
guarantee.

HORSESHOE: Mike Mustafa won Hammond 
Horseshoe’s $100K guarantee, earning 

$34K. Mustafa outlasted 343 entrants, which generated a 
$150K prize pool. In 2010, he was runner-up to Carlos Mortens-
en at the Hollywood Poker Open in Lawrenceburg. 

Pros Nick Jivkov and Patrick Heneghan made the Hammond fi-
nal table and Yorell Groves was runner-up. Charles Sizemore, who 
won his seat through a daily tournament promotion, finished 
third for $14K.
— Email “Chicago” Joe Giertuga at chicago.joe@comcast.net. 

illinois charity Poker faces changes

JOE GIERTUGA 
ILLINOIS/IND.
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The Horseshoe Casino in Council Bluffs will host the World 
Series of  Poker Circuit on April 10-21, which seems far 

in the future, but satellites will be starting soon. These will run 
Feb. 1, March 1 and April 5. If  you’d like to 
try to win your way into a $1,675 seat, here’s 
your chance. 

Poker room manager Andrew Brock confirms 
there will be two seats guaranteed for each 
event and additional seats if  the field is large 
enough. The buy-in for the satellites is just 
$125. As if  you needed another reason to visit 
this great room, here’s one last perk: Players 

winning a daily no-limit tournament in January, February or 
March will receive a free entry into one of  the satellites. Follow 
the room on Twitter @HBRPoker

MSPT: The Mid-States Poker Tour will return to Iowa four 
times this year. MSPT will visit Meskwaki Bingo Casino Ho-
tel in Tama three times, with a $300K guarantee on March 
29-April 6, July 19-27 and Nov. 1-9. The other stop is at Grand 
Falls Casino just across the border from Sioux Falls, S.D., with 
a $150K guarantee on Aug. 9-17.   

RIVERSIDE: The poker room at Riverside Casino and Golf  
Resort held its popular Cold Turkey Showdown on Thanks-
giving weekend. This tournament had a nice $50,150 prize 
pool. I found time to join this nice event, but I didn’t make it 
through Day 1. 

It only took one cooler and one bad beat to send me to the 
rail. Congratulations to Jeffrey Fielder for scoring the win and 
taking home the top prize of  a little more than $15K. 
— Email Ken Warren at  anteupken@gmail.com. 

IOWA

KEN WARREN 
IOWA

horseshoe to host wsoPc on aPril 10-21

Ed Ochana



OHIO/W. VA./W. PA.

The World Series of  Poker poker room at Cleveland Horse-
shoe has, for a second straight year, canceled its scheduled 

WSOP Circuit event. Since opening in May 2012, the Horse-
shoe is yet to host so much as a main-event 
satellite, which may be hard for poker players 
to comprehend. After the cancellation in 2012, 
the Horseshoe had 16 months to regroup and 
reports were that the property was building an 
81-table tourney room, which did not happen. 

The Horseshoe in Cincinnati pulled 
off  a wonderful event in less than one 
year of  existence, which really makes 
you wonder what the problem is at 

Cleveland Horseshoe.    
While WSOPC officials declined to comment re-

garding this situation, they must be embarrassed by it. I 
suspect we will not see Cleveland on the circuit calendar until 
there’s space built out and ready to go.

West Pennsylvania
The Rivers Casino and poker room manager Jim Tinney held 

the first of  four seasonal Rivers Pittsburgh Poker Opens on 
Nov. 21-Dec. 3. The winter series featured 24 trophy events, 
capped by the third edition of  Poker Night in America at the 
Rivers. This was the first televised event in the region with 296 
players paying the $1,100 buy-in.

The event featured pros such as Steve Dannenmann, Darvin 
Moon, Joe Cada, Dan O’Brien, Greg Raymer and Allen Kessler. 

However, the final two came down to Larry Pileggi, a 
local Pittsburgh college professor, besting Dave Tannen-
holz, a Vegas cash-grinding pro. Pileggi took home a 
little more than $71K for his two days of  work. The 
event also featured a cash game that will be televised 

with the program.
— Dan Harkenrider hosts the Division of Poker and Chris Money-

maker radio shows. Email him at anteupdan@gmail.com and follow him 
on Twitter @DivisionofPoker.

DAN 
HARKENRIDER 

OHIO AREA

cleVeland cancels wsoPc for second time

NORTHEAST

Zuckerman returns to Mohegan Sun as PRM
By Christopher Cosenza

Who says you can’t go home again? Josh Zuckerman, who 
helped launch the Mohegan Sun poker room in 1996, 

has returned to his old stomping grounds as poker room man-
ager. Zuckerman, who will oversee all aspects of  poker opera-
tions for Mohegan Sun’s poker room in Casino of  the Wind, 
has more than 20 years experience in poker, including director 
of  poker for Jacksonville Greyhound Racing in Florida.

So it must be quite rewarding to return to the place where it 
all began, right?

“It’s surreal, quite unique,” he said. “When I started here (in 
1996) I was a dual-rate dealer and then I worked my way up 
to a shift manager. Clearly in the 10 years since I’ve been gone, 

things have changed. The room has been re-
built and moved. There were a lot of  people 
I hadn’t seen in 10 years and it was a good 
thing, a good welcoming.”

Zuckerman is looking forward to put-
ting his experience to good use. 
“The bad-beat jackpot was put in here in 

May and I got here in September so it’s still in its 
infant stages,” he said, “but it’s an opportunity for me to take 
what I learned in Florida and the different promotional styles I 
can bring to the table for a room that has a new jackpot.”

As Zuckerman mentioned, the Mohegan Sun poker room 
has had many changes in the past decade, and that’s something 
Zuckerman was glad to see.

“The room is the polar opposite (of  what it used to be),” he 
said. “It truly is the most beautiful room I have ever been in. It 
has 42 tables now as the old one had 36. It was rebuilt with a 

high-limit area and it’s much more spacious.”
Someone else who is glad Zuckerman is back is tournament 

manager Rebecca Carabino, who was the interim manager of  
sorts, running the room and tournaments. 

“We have a great tournament manager,” he said. “Rebecca 
can now refocus on just tournaments because she was busy run-
ning both aspects of  the room. … She’s really excited and in-
vigorated to focus on bringing new tournaments to the room.”

But don’t look for too many changes, at least not in the be-
ginning, because if  it ain’t broke, don’t fix it. 

“It’s a very well-established room already,” Zuckerman said. 
“What I think I can bring to the table is some new ideas and 
new material for promotions.”

FOXWOODS: The poker room hosts an 11-event series Feb. 
8-17, beginning with a $600 no-limit hold’em $100K guar-
antee and ending with a $300 NLHE $20K guarantee. Each 
tournament will offer a guaranteed prize pool, said tournament 
director Juan DeJesus. Other tournaments on the schedule in-
clude a $250 Omaha/8 $10K guarantee, a $300 NLHE $75K 
guarantee and a $400 NLHE $75K guarantee. 
The $1,650 main event will have a $300K 
guarantee.

SENECA FALL CLASSIC: Andrew Spears bested 
nearly 150 players to capture the Seneca 
Fall Poker Classic on Nov. 23 at the Sen-
eca Niagara Casino and Hotel in New York. 
The $1,500 event generated a prize pool of  
$194,110, of  which Spears pocketed $52,410. Brian McCormick 
finished second ($32,610), followed by Alex Barker ($19,799) and 
Johannes Mueller ($14,558). S
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POKER CRUISES

*All prices are per person, based on double occupancy, and include taxes, 
 government fees and port charges. Limited number of staterooms available 

 at these introductory rates.  Ships Registry Bahamas

ANTEUPCRUISES.COM 

ALL BOOKINGS MUST BE MADE THROUGH ANTE UP TO PLAY 
IN THE POKER ROOM, PER CRUISE LINE POLICY.  

QUESTIONS? CALL JEANNE COSENZA @ 727-742-3843
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FREE 
CLASSES!
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LIVE 
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yFREE 

FOOD!

RATES ONLY GUARANTEED UNTIL JAN. 7! CALL NOW!

MARCH 30-APRIL 6

LOS ANGELES
SAILING TO THE MEXICAN RIVIERA!

y
CASH 

GAMES!

RATES START AT $799*
Aboard Norwegian Cruise Line’s Star

Port stops in Cabo San Lucas, Mazatlan and Puerto Vallarta!



POKER CRUISES y
FREE 

CLASSES!

yFREE 

FOOD!

MARCH 30-APRIL 6

LOS ANGELES
SAILING TO THE MEXICAN RIVIERA!

congressional hearing for online Poker
As Ante Up went to press, Congress held a hearing on the 

topic of  Internet gaming, which was hosted by the House 
Energy and Commerce Subcommittee of  Com-
merce, Manufacturing and Trade. A number 
of  witnesses lined up to testify in the hearing, 
including Las Vegas Sands senior vice presi-
dent Andy Abboud, Poker Players Alliance execu-
tive director John Pappas, University of  Massa-
chusetts professor Rachel A. Volberg, Chapman 
University law professor Kurt Eggert, American 
Gaming Association CEO Geoff Freeman and 

Stop Predatory Gambling national director Les Bernal.  
This hearing came at an interesting time, being right on the 

heels of  Las Vegas Sands CEO Sheldon Adelson’s announcement 
that he will spend whatever it takes to keep online gaming il-
legal at the national level, as well as right after New Jersey went 
live with the state’s online gaming for residents and visitors in 
November. The hearing was meant to be a discovery type of  
meeting, instead of  a debate.  

NEVADA: Caesars Entertainment reported to the U.S. Securi-
ties and Exchange Commission that online gaming will be in 
competition with its land-based casinos and could be negatively 
affect the company’s bottom line. The company is concerned 

in states such as New Jersey, where online gaming includes 
most games and not just poker, the numbers of  customers visit-
ing the land-based casinos could decrease because of  online 
sites. Casinos in Las Vegas would be less affected because they 
can only offer online poker.  

NEW JERSEY: With the state launching online gaming, iTunes 
has begun offering the first real-money iOS mobile poker apps 
available for players in the state. 

These apps come from 888Poker and the WSOP compa-
nies. These apps will verify the location of  each player by using 
the geo-location features on the user’s cell phones or tablets 
before any play is allowed. 

More apps will be forthcoming, and I wouldn’t be surprised 
to see an Android version of  these and other apps coming fairly 
quickly.

PENNSYLVANIA: With all of  the online gaming becoming legal 
in Delaware and New Jersey, the state Senate passed SR-273, 
which calls for a study of  how online gaming will affect them. 
According to the resolution, some of  the state’s casinos have 
seen declining revenues recently, prompting lawmakers to seek 
other potential means to maintain a competitive landscape in 
the states gaming industry. 
— Email Joel Gatlin at editor@anteupmagazine.com.

JOEL GATLIN 
ONLINE POKER

NOTHIN’ BUT ’NET 

A look at the online poker scene
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CLASSIC WIN
Daniel Evans of Chico, Calif., captures $60K and the Ante Up NorCal Classic Main Event title 

at Thunder Valley Casino Resort, the final stop of the 2013 Ante Up Poker Tour season.
By Garrett Roth and Scott Long

He may have had Matthew McConaughey on his T-shirt, 
but Daniel Evans was anything but Dazed and Confused 
as he rolled to victory in the main event of  the final 

Ante Up Poker Tour series of  2013, the Ante Up NorCal Clas-
sic at Thunder Valley Casino Resort.

“I’m playing good in tournaments now,” said Evans, who 
took 22nd in Event 3 of  the Ante Up NorCal Classic and 
finished 10th in the World Series of  Poker Cir-
cuit Main Event in Lake Tahoe just before the 
NorCal Classic, which featured 13 events from 
Nov. 7-18 at the AAA Four Diamond resort just 
north of  Sacramento, Calif.

The final seven players in the main event re-
convened on Day 3 of  the main event for live-streamed final 
table hosted by Thunder Valley’s director of  poker operations 
Ben Erwin that took less than two hours to complete.

Evans’ pocket kings held up against Jon Turovitz’s flush draw 
to earn the title in the $1,100 buy-in event, the $60K top prize 
and a personalized tour champion jacket.

“The final table was really quick, probably in part because 
it was such a grind with 13 players left,” said Evans of  Chico, 

Calif. “It was really slow from 13 down to 10. It probably took 
three hours. The play was so tight at the end yesterday that I 
think when we got down to the final seven, they seemed to be 
clashing a little more.”

And clashing they were doing.  
Brenden Osborn came into the final table as the chipleader 

with 334K more units than Evans, who was second in chips, 
and dispatched three of  the final seven play-
ers before he and Evans got it all-in in a battle 
of  the big stacks. Evans spiked a queen on the 
flop with his A-Q to eliminate Osborn, who 
had A-K, and take a commanding chip lead 

entering heads-up play. Turovitz, a cash-game specialist, 
doubled through Evans once, but it wasn’t enough.

“I’ve only played about 15 live tournaments in my life, and 
only five in the last three years,” said Turovitz of  Granite Bay, 
Calif. He won $40,575, his largest tournament cash. “I was re-
ally short-stacked (when the final table started) and I made up 
my mind to just go for broke, and I ran my chip stack up pretty 
quickly. I didn’t anticipate getting heads-up so quickly.”

Evans recently quit his job in a poker room to focus more on 
his poker play.

a

Ante Up NorCal Classic winner Daniel Evans, blue shirt, watches the action at the live-stream final table.
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Event 1 • $120 NLHE
Entries: 27 • Pool: $2,700
1. Edward Feldman, Brentwood, CA, $530
2. George Barry, Folsom, CA, $430
3. Stanley Sanders, Roseville, CA, $430
4. Cheng Vang, Elk Grove, CA, $430
5. William Misca, Carmichael, CA, $430
6. Kemarin Khim, Rocklin, CA, $330
7. Hellen English, Roseville, CA, $120

Event 2 • $175 NLHE
Entries: 126 • Pool: $20k
1. Jeremy Moore, Auburn, CA, $4,550
2. David Valdez, VacavIlle, CA, $4,400
3. Ryan Stotts, Lincoln, CA, $2,450
4. Ron Jackson, San Mateo, CA, $1,800
5. Joesph Walker, Auburn, CA, $1,400
6. Manuel Romero, Bangor, CA, $1,100
7. Charlito Aseveros, Elk Grove, CA, $900
8. N/A
9. Steven Geralis, Stockton, CA, $550
10. James Colson, Williams, CA, $400

Event 3 • $425 NLHE 
Entries: 373 • Pool: $150K
1. Peter Truong, Sacramento, CA, $31,000
2. Justin Chen, Sacramento, CA, $22,764
3. Lucian Gruia, Granite Bay, CA, $14,780
4. Kyle Steinfelt, Santa Maria, CA, $11,536
5. Kevin Doan, Elk Grove, CA, $8,650

6. Walter Klenhard, Woodland, CA, $7,210
7. Donald Deeds, Orland, CA, $5,770
8. Randy Gil, Milpitas, CA, $4,325
9. Matt Stump, Roseville, CA, $3,250
10. Rob Grossglauser. Elk Grove, CA, $2,525

Event 4 • $150 NLHE
Entries: 159 • Pool $12,720
1. Rudy Puente, Sacramento, CA, $1,400
2. N/A
3. Ryan Sokol, San Francisco, $1,400
4. George Barry, Folsom, CA, $1,400
5. Shannon Kahahane, Lincoln, CA, $1,400
6. Kurt Rexford, R. Cordova, CA, $1,025
7. William McKnight, Meridian, Id. $1,025
8. Matthew Boyle, Durham, CA, $1,025
9. Dylan Kobuchi, Lincoln, CA, $833
10. Bienvenida Rosal, Elk Grove, CA, $254

Event 5 • $140 HORSE
Entries: 43 • Pool: $4,300
1. Jed Nelson, Sacramento, CA, $1,462
2. Ronald Bawden, Sacramento, CA, $989
3. Franklin Curren, Citrus Heights, CA, $645
4. John Miller, Paradise, CA, $516
5. Peter Salzman, Citrus Heights, CA, $387
6. William Chao, Elk Grove, CA, $301

Event 6 • $150 Omaha/8
Entries: 82 • Pool: $10,250
1. Tam Doung, Rocklin, CA, $1,325

2. Brian Ingram, Sacramento, CA, $1,125
3. Phil Hawkins, Auburn, $1,125
4. Nick Spampinato, Camino, CA, $1,125
5. N/A, $925
6. Ron Talmage, Rocklin, CA, $925
7. N/A, $925
8. Gary Neese, Beaumont, CA, $925
9. Maria Madraswala, Walnut Creek, CA, $925
10. Phillip Shoup, Acampo, CA, $925

Event 7 • $120 NLHE
Entries: 45 • Pool: $4,500
1. Scott Long, Safety Harbor, FL, $716
2. Ryan Kennedy, Roseville, CA, $716
3. Dermot Lyons, Redwood City, CA, $716
4. Hellen English, Roseville, CA, $716
5. Andrew Ross, Rocklin, CA, $716
6. N/A
7. Eugenie Watry, Yuba City, CA, $200

Event 8 • $150 6-Max
Entries: 82 • Pool: $10,375
1. Matt Boddorf, Lincoln, CA, $2,431
2. Butch Cassidy, Folsom, CA, $2,130
3. Johnny Mora, Orangevale, CA, $2,130
4. Valerie Cross, Lawrenceburg, IN, $1,038
5. Sean Burson, Middletown, CA, $778
6. Hellen English, Roseville, CA, $623
7. Hershell Wathall, Sacramento, CA, $519
8. Petr Salzman, Citrus Heights, CA, $415
9. Charlito Aseberos, Elk Grove, CA, $311

Event 9 • Ante Only
Entries: 31 • Pool: $3,100
1. Scott Long, Safety Harbor, FL, $488
2. George Barry, Folsom CA, $488
3. Dmitry Dyadchenko, Sacramento, $488
4. Kenneth Jones, Antelope, CA, $487
5. Nicholas Huppe, Loomis, CA, $487
6. Said Rahmani, Elk Grove, CA, $487
7. Julio Cruz, Sacramento, CA, $175

Event 10 • $175 NLHE
Entries: 144 • Pool: $20,880
1. Amber Chatwin, Lincoln, CA, $2,871
2. N/A, $2,073
3. Tam Duong. Rocklin, CA, $2,073
4. Franklin Curren, Citrus Heights, CA, $2,073
5. Ryan Stotts, Lincoln, CA, $2,073
6. Andrey Rakhmanin, Roseville, CA, $2,073
7. Matthew Stump, Roseville, CA, $2,073
8. Cheng Xiong, Yuba City, $2,073
9. Darren Bortmas, Roseville, CA, $522
10. Robert Jones, Lincoln, CA, $418

Event 11 • $300 Bounty
Entries: 126 • Pool: $20,790
1. Stuart Crooks, Antelope, CA, $3,606
2. David Valdez, Vacaville, CA, $2,911
3. Lionel Tholmer, Sacramento, CA, $2,846
4. Andy Pham, Elk Grove, CA, $2,846
5. Matt Boddorf, Lincoln, CA, $2,846

6. N/A, $1,143
7. Anton Talle, Yuba City, CA, $936
8. Jerry Jones, Loomis, CA, $728
9. Jesse Garcia, Hollister, CA, $572
10. Denis Carlson, Sacramento, CA, $416

$1,100 Main Event
Entries 213 • Pool: $250K
1. Daniel Evans, Chico, CA, $60K
2. Jon Turovitz, Granite Bay, CA, $40,575
3. Brendon Osborn, Lancaster, CA, $27,500
4. Amit Sehgal, Walnut Creek, CA, $20K
5. Kirk Rexford, Ranco Cordova, CA, $15K
6. Tom Sego, Palo Alto, CA, $12K
7. Ning Garcia, Sacramento, CA, $10K
8. Roy Armstrong, Rocklin, CA, $8,125
9. Sean Burson, Middletown, CA, $6,250
10. Erik Watkins, Santa Rosa, CA, $4,375

Event 13 • $150 NLHE
Entries: 96 • Pool: $10K
1. Zack Fleury, Yuba City, CA, $2,050
2. Rudy Puente, Sacramento, CA, $2,050
3. Firas Bouri, Roseville, CA, $2,050
4. Bernardo Yeo, San Bruno, CA, $950
5. Eugenie Watry, Yuba City, CA, $700
6. Donald Todd, Elverta, CA, $600
7. Danilo Yeo, San Bruno, CA, $500
8. Bienvenido Rosal, Elk Grove, CA, $400
9. Philip Watry, Yuba City, CA, $300
10. Roy Mode, Sacramento, CA, $200

“I was just over it. I just wanted to play a little more and 
wanted more freedom. I’ve been working ever since I was 16,” 
said Evans, who will use his winnings to play some bigger cash 
games and continue on the tournament circuit. “It’s nice to be 
able to travel on weekends finally. It’s pretty much the first time 
I’ve had the opportunity to travel.”

Thunder Valley, which has become the tournament leader in 
Northern California the past year with several major events, put 
together a varied schedule for players of  all kinds for the Ante 
Up NorCal Classic. Events included hold’em variations such 
as six-max, ante only, turbo and bounty events, and featured 
mixed games such as Omaha/8 and HORSE. Tournament 
buy-ins ranged anywhere from $120 to $1,100 with numerous 
satellites running at Thunder Valley before the events.

“One year ago, the Ante Up NorCal Classic started an in-
credible run of  series events at Thunder Valley,” Erwin said. 
“The success of  the Ante Up NorCal Classic has allowed for 

tremendous growth and we now are offering some of  the big-
gest events in the region; 2013 saw capacity turnouts for the 
Thunder Valley Players Championship in early August and in-
augural HPT series in late September.”

When not playing in tournaments or cash games, players 
had the opportunity to relax in a well-appointed spa, dine at 
critically acclaimed restaurants such as High Steaks or watch 
football games in a number of  Thunder Valley bars with game-
day specials.

Thunder Valley again will host two Ante Up Poker Tour 
events in 2014, including the Ante Up World Championship in 
August and the third Ante Up NorCal Classic in November.

“(Thunder Valley’s) 2014 schedule has a full year of  series 
events that include a return visit from the Heartland Poker 
Tour in January, a World Poker Tour event in March and the 
Ante Up World Championship in early August,” Erwin said. 
“The World Championship will be one of, if  not the deepest 
$1,650 structures in the country.” S

Continued from previous page
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The 2014 Ante Up World Champi-
onship will be Aug. 1-11 at Thunder 

Valley Casino Resort in California, fea-
turing a $1,650 main event with a gen-
erous structure that will land the main 
event champion on the cover of  Ante Up.

“While we and our guests enjoyed this 
year’s Ante Up World Championship 
in the Dominican Republic, bringing it 
stateside in 2014 makes the series accessi-
ble to more players,” said Scott Long, pub-
lisher of  Ante Up with Christopher Cosenza. 
“Thunder Valley Casino Resort was the 
earliest supporter of  the Ante Up Poker 
Tour, and its AAA Four Diamond Resort 
is the perfect location to host our tour’s 
marquee event.”

Thunder Valley Casino Resort in Lin-
coln, Calif., just north of  California, has 
hosted the Ante Up NorCal Classic Ante 
Up Poker Tour events the past two No-
vembers, and will do so again in Novem-
ber 2014. But for now, its focus is on the 
World Championship.

“This is the event we wanted to host. 
We are excited about the tour,” said 
Benjamin Erwin, director of  poker opera-
tions for Thunder Valley Casino Resort. 
“When the opportunity came to host 
the World Championship, that was not 
something we were going miss. We’re 
absolutely committed to making sure the 
event is going to be as great as you’ll find 
anywhere.”

A full schedule of  events is expected to 
be announced shortly, but it will include a 
variety of  games to appeal to all players, 
as well as variations of  no-limit hold’em 
that have proved popular in previous se-
ries at Thunder Valley Casino Resort. 
But the highlight will be the $1,650 
main event, and Erwin is determined to 
make that event one players won’t want 
to miss. Players will start with 50K units 
with 40-minute levels that expand to 60 
minutes later in the tournament.

“The World Championship structure 
is designed to allow each player the abil-
ity to play to their strengths,” Erwin said. 
“The players who really value hand-se-
lection can pick their spots and the more 
active players can splash around some 
chips without being crippled by losing a 
couple of  pots.”

The winner of  the main event will ap-
pear on the cover of  the September is-

sue of  Ante Up and win a personalized 
“World Champion” jacket. 

Players will have ample opportunities 
to satellite into the World Championship 
Main Event at Thunder Valley leading 
up to and during the Ante Up World 
Championship, but also will be able to 
win their way into the event through the 
other Ante Up Poker Tour events around 
the country.

Ante Up will have up to 12 “champi-
onship” Ante Up Poker Tour events dur-
ing the year, with the winner of  the main 
event of  each earning a spot on the cover 
of  Ante Up as well as a seat in the Ante 
Up World Championship Main Event. 
New for 2014 will be a series of  region-
al Ante Up Poker Tour stops, designed 
to bring the AUPT experience to more 
players around the country. The winner 
of  AUPT main events at those locations 

also will win a seat in the Ante Up World 
Championship Main Event.

A schedule of  initial Ante Up Poker 
Tour events will be announced in the 
February issue of  Ante Up. Also new for 
2014: The Ante Up Player of  the Year 
race becomes the Ante Up Poker Tour 
Player of  the Year, with cashers in every 
Ante Up Poker Tour event, including 
Ante Up Poker Cruises, earning points 
toward the title. Visit AnteUpPokerTour.
Com for more information.

“Ante Up has covered every series we 
have had and will continue to do so as we 
look forward at another amazing year of  
events in 2014,” said Erwin, whose prop-
erty also will host Heartland Poker Tour 
and World Poker Tour events in 2014. 
“The regional coverage and area ambas-
sadors make Ante Up the perfect partner 
for any poker room in the country.” S

thunder Valley to host auPt worlds
2014 AUPT season starts with Cordova Casino
The 2014 Ante Up Poker Tour season will kick off in February at Cordova Casino 
in California. Nine more events, including five aboard Ante Up Poker Cruises, 
are confirmed, with several more expected to be added as the year goes on. 
More details on these events and new ones will be in the February issue of 
Ante Up and posted at AnteUpPokerTour.Com:
Feb. 15-16, Cordova Casino, Rancho Cordova, Calif.: The Ante Up Poker Tour event will be 
part of a two-month relaunch of poker at the lodge-themed casino just east of 
Sacramento.
March 7-17, Running Aces Card Club, Columbus, Minn.: This is the second year for the 
AUPT at this card club just north of Minneapolis. The event will be co-branded 
with the card club’s annual Spring Poker Classic.
March 30-April 6, NCL’s Star, Los Angeles: This will be the first Ante Up Poker Cruise on 
the West Coast.
April (dates TBA), 101 Casino, Petaluma, Calif.: The AUPT event at this casino just north 
of San Francisco will give Northern California players another opportunity to 
build an early lead in the AUPT Player of the Year race. 
May 4-17, Independence of the Seas, Ft. Lauderdale, Fla.: This is the first Ante Up Poker 
Cruise to cross the Atlantic, with multiple tournaments planned every sea day.
July 28-Aug. 1, Enchantment of the Seas, Port Canaveral, Fla.: This is the first Ante Up 
Poker Cruise in the summer, giving players with children an opportunity to 
earn POY points when the children are out of school and can travel with them.
Aug. 1-11, Thunder Valley Casino Resort, Lincoln, Calif.: The Ante Up World Champion-
ship will feature a $1,650 main event with 50K starting units, as well as several 
other events, at this casino just north of Sacramento.
Oct. 19-26, Navigator of the Seas, Galveston, Texas: This is the first Ante Up Poker Cruise 
out of Texas.
November (dates TBA), Thunder Valley Casino Resort, Lincoln, Calif.: This will 
be the third year of the event that kicked off the inaugural AUPT, the Ante Up 
NorCal Classic.
Dec. 6-11, Brilliance of the Seas, Tampa, Fla.: This is always the most popular of the 
Ante Up Poker Cruises.
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I played a fun hand in a live $5-$10 PLO game recently at 
the Horseshoe in Hammond, Ind., a casino I’ve been play-

ing at regularly for most of  the year. I had $2,500 in front of  
me while Bob, an amazing player who I have a 
ton of  history with, had the seven-handed table 
covered. I was dealt AH-AD-QC-4C under-the-
gun and opened the action to $30. Bob called 
in middle position, along with the button and 
the big blind, and we were four-way to a flop 
of  AS-7D-5S. The big blind checked, I checked, 
Bob bet $100, the button folded, the big blind 

folded, and I called. It was heads-up to a turn that paired the 
board with the 5D. I bet $280 into a pot of  $330 and Bob called. 
The river was the 9D for the backdoor straight-flush possibility 
and I checked. Bob bet $500 and I check-raised to $1,600. Bob 
called and mucked after I showed aces full.

Why would I play my hand this way? Let’s break it down.
PREFLOP:   A pretty standard open to $30 under-the-gun with 

aces. I don’t raise the pot of  $40 just for meta-game sake. I don’t 
want the fish at the table thinking I necessarily have aces.

FLOP: I decided to check the flop mostly to disguise my hand. 
The players at the table would typically expect me to be the 
aggressor on the flop if  I had aces. 

I risk the board getting incredibly ugly on the turn if  the ac-
tion checks around, but that’s not as bad as you think. If  I end 
up having to check call $100 on the turn, it’s not the end of  the 
world because if  the board pairs on the river, they don’t think I 
have the nut full house most of  the time and I get paid off. If  I 
miss the river then it’s a small loss, if  they have me beat.

Bob ends up betting $100 and I opt to just call for two rea-
sons. I don’t want to give my hand away and our stack sizes. 
If  I check-raise to around $400 with roughly $2K behind, Bob 
is in a prime position to call me and put me in tough spots on 

later streets.
TURN: I led with a $280 bet into a $330 pot on the turn for 

a few reasons. First, I build the pot. Bob is a stone pro. He is 
capable of  checking back huge hands here that he HAS to call 
if  I bet. Second, by leading into him on the turn, my “story” 
doesn’t make any sense and it looks like a bluff. Most people 
check in my spot to let missed draws bet again. 

RIVER: I decided to check to Bob on the river mostly because 
of  my overall story. The story that makes the most sense in 
Bob’s mind is that I check-called with a draw on the flop, took 
a stab on the turn because I couldn’t call a bet on the paired 
board, and I gave up on the river. That gives Bob the green 
light to bluff  at the pot as well as bet a lot of  his range. If  he 
checks back, I don’t mind letting the table see I played my hand 
this way; it gives me credibility for future hands that I play pas-
sively. 

Also, since Bob did bet the flop into three players AND called 
me on the turn, chances are he has a big hand like sevens full 
that he’s going to bet for value almost every time.

After he bets $500 I am almost certain he has a big hand 
(I’m just hoping it’s not quads or a straight-flush at this point). I 
opt to check-raise to $1,600 and not the pot mostly to balance 
my range for the future, and try to let Bob’s curiosity get the 
best of  him if  he has a bad boat.

To be honest, it’s tough playing this hand poorly, especially 
when the other guy clearly has a made hand. You could argue 
that the money is getting into the middle no matter what hap-
pens, and that may be the case. But the lesson to be learned 
here is when you’re playing with skilled players you see every 
day, it’s important to get value while balancing your range, and 
that can be really tough when you’re deep-stacked and out of  
position. Just remember to keep them guessing. Good luck at 
the tables.S

JAY 
HOUSTON

OMAHA 
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Playing in a $2-$5 cash game while in middle position, the 
two players to my right folded and I was holding 7-8 suited 

preflop. With only $7 in the pot, I raised to $15. Everyone be-
hind me folded and I became the button from 
middle position.

Some of  you may be asking why I would have 
raised to $15 with only 7-8 suited. There are 
several reasons I like to do this: I’m indicating I 
have a strong hand. Next, if  any player behind 
me called or raised, I also know they like their 
hand and have strong enough holdings to call 

the raise. Also, suited connectors work extremely well for this 
type of  a bet. If  I connect with the flop, seldom will a player 
give me credit for any seven or eight or straight cards that go 
with the 7-8.

With no callers behind me, I have position for the remainder 
of  the hand. When no one called behind me only the blinds re-
mained in the hand and they must have a strong hand to make 

the call. If  they do call, I’ll have position for the remainder of  
the hand. If  they both fold (often the case) I’ve stolen the blinds, 
which is essential in cash and tournament play.

If  the flop contains an ace or king and I’m checked to, I can 
represent the ace or king with an average bet or a large bet if  
I know my opponent. Once again, this bet will often win the 
pot.

On a dry board such as 3-8-J, it’s doubtful either of  the blinds 
would have played any jack hand and called my raise unless 
they were holding A-J or K-J suited or even Q-J suited. If  they 
were holding a jack and checked, my bet should indicate I’m 
not worried about any jack.

Finally, suited connectors have many possibilities for straights 
and flushes and the occasional full house. Don’t be afraid to try 
this play; I promise you’ll like the outcome. 
— Antonio Pinzari has been playing professionally since the ’70s. He’s 
the creator of 23 Poker and Wild Tallahassee Poker, which you can learn 
more about at WildTallahasseePoker.com.

the imPortance of understanding middle Position

ANTONIO 
PINZARI

BETTING ERRORS



I recently tweeted about an article that had appeared in Psy-
chological Science conclusively showing poker players are more 

successful in picking up bluffing tells if  they focus on the hands 
and arms alone than if  they focus on the face. 
This should not be a surprise to Ante Up read-
ers since we’ve been saying this since the first 
issue.

And while the hands (and, yes, the feet) re-
veal a lot of  valuable information, I would be 
remiss if  I didn’t point out that there’s still a lot 
the face can tell us; we just have to be careful 
because the face can be disingenuous.

Our faces, along with feet, hands and even shoulders, reveal 
our true sentiments in real time unless efforts are made to con-
ceal them. It’s these restrained or hidden behaviors when we’re 
stressed that we look for through what is called leakage. 

Stress (weak hand, bluffing, shrinking bankroll) causes us to 
increase pacifying behaviors so look for things such as more 
gum-chewing, lip-licking, lip-biting, nail-biting and exhaling 
through pursed lips, to let us know something is at issue. These 
are all indicators of  weakness, anxiety or concern for the most 
part. And while these are useful, there are some behaviors that 
are consistently more accurate and you should look for them:

FULL VS. DISAPPEARING LIPS: When we are confident and con-
tent, our lips are full. They are puffy, normal and in full view; 
not concealed, tight or compressed. When we’re lacking confi-
dence, however, our lips tend to disappear. 

COMPRESSED LIPS: Lip compression is an extreme form of  com-
municating stress. Most players don’t realize they’re doing this 
even though highly visible. Lip compression is mostly seen when 
there are negative emotions involved. In severe cases, you’ll no-
tice when the corners of  the mouth come down the side so they 
look like an upside down U; that’s when things are really bad. 

TRUE VS. FALSE: At the table you may ask a player if  she has the 
nuts and she may just answer with a smile. Not all smiles are the 
same, however. A smile that looks forced, tense or is asymmetric 
is likely fake, and we fake to conceal how we really feel.

LIP-PURSING: This is our way of  saying I’m unhappy. Look for 
players who, upon seeing the flop or the ensuing community 
cards, purse their lips. In one study we found 95 percent of  the 
time players who pursed their lips eventually folded or revealed 
a weak hand.

So while our hands have much to reveal, don’t ignore the 
face.
 — Joe Navarro is a former FBI agent and author of What Every Body is 
Saying and 200 Poker Tells. Follow him on Twitter at @navarrotells. 

WHAT EVERY “BODY” IS SAYING

hands down, the face has the information
More by Joe Navarro 
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What makes you feel worse: losing with pocket sevens 
against A-6 all-in or losing with pocket kings against A-10 

all-in? I’m willing to venture most players would undoubtedly 
feel the kings suffered the far greater indignity. 
Kings come with much more expectations and 
certain sense of  entitlement. Sevens are quirky. 
With the potential allure of  a set or the hope of  
a made hand withstanding a challenge, sevens 
don’t come with nearly the expectations or en-
titlement that accompany kings. 

So what is the point of  this article? Knowl-
edgeable players know those sevens have about the same chance 
of  winning as the kings in the aforementioned scenarios. Each 
is about a 70 percent favorite. Big favorite, yes, but nowhere 
near invincible. Now obviously kings have much greater value 
than sevens. Those sevens against that A-10 drop to a 55 per-
cent favorite. 

Now, let’s get to the punch line. In a recent tournament, I 
saw this hand: Player A open-raised from middle position with 
A-10 offsuit for 2.5 times the big blind. Player A had about 
10 big blinds behind. Player B called from the big blind with 
pocket kings hoping to trap Player A. They saw a flop of  A-7-2. 
Player B made close to a pot-sized bet hoping Player A didn’t 
have an ace. Player A went all-in and Player B made a crying 
call. The turn and river brought blanks.

Player B made a number of  mistakes here, but I want to 
focus on a fundamental philosophical one. Player B got excited 
and emotionally attached to those kings. He felt a sense of  en-
titlement and was focused on hiding his secret to seduce his 
opponent into a false sense of  security. Now, I will never know 
for sure what was going through Player B’s head, but he faced a 
challenge we all encounter periodically. That is, how aggressive 
to play strong hands. 

It really comes down to risk tolerance. You can’t always 
chase everyone away with your strong hands if  you’re going 
to maximize value and build a chip stack. Yet, you have to bal-
ance that with protecting your vulnerable hands. Kings are al-
ways vulnerable to an ace-high flop. While the middle-position 
open-raiser could have a lot of  different hands, certainly one 
with an ace has a high probability. 

In this particular case, I feel the better play for Player B is to 
raise preflop. The odds are overwhelming he’s ahead and you 
have to make opponents pay to see three cards. Think about it: 
You’re hoping to trap your opponent into making an extra bet 
on the flop that hopefully comes without an ace? Why not get 
that extra money in before the flop when you are inducing a 
mistake on your opponent’s part?  If  he folds, so what? You’ve 
won and can move on to the next hand.
— David Apostolico is the author of You are the Variable: Play Your Best 
Poker, ($5.99 for Kindle). Email him at thepokerwriter@aol.com. 

DAVID 
APOSTOLICO

INTROSPECTIVE POKER

A GOOD LESSON IN RISK TOLERANCE
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POKER PSYCHOLOGY: HEAD GAMES

My latest anecdotal research around the felt revealed the 
poker community is mixed when it comes to goal-setting. 

Some folks don’t want to bother. These folks fall into two cat-
egories: “I am here to gamble” or “I am here to have fun.”

Other folks realize that without goals, ev-
erything is variance; there’s no method to the 
madness. I will offer the caveat that regardless 
of  your stance, goal setting is work!

Goal-setting is one of  the primary mental 
skills used by athletes, musicians, dancers and, 
yes, successful poker players. 

You may be asking what’s the big deal? Your 
goals are clear: You want to make money and enjoy yourself.

What I really want you to consider is setting good goals and 
developing a program that works for these goals. 

My approach to helping with goal-setting is to ask my cli-
ent to picture, even fantasize, where they see themselves in 10 
years in a specific domain of  life, and in this case poker. We 
then work down through long-term, medium-term, interme-
diate and short-term goals. It’s essential to have a picture of  
where you want to be in the long-term, so the shorter-term 
goals make sense. 

Short-term goals need to measurable, specific and stated 
in behavioral terms. Instead of  “my goal is to get better,” a 
more specific goal might be “I want to identify my leaks and fix 

them.” If  that’s your goal, you need to write it down and put a 
plan in action. How are you going to identify your leaks? Once 
you identify your leaks, how are you going to fix them? How 
will you know when they’re fixed?

Now, you can make that goal much more measurable and 
realistic? For example, I’m going to track how I play certain 
hands. I’m going to discuss these hands with a coach or a 
friend. I’m going to change how I play those hands. 

Remember the goal has to be measurable, specific, behav-
ioral and challenging. If  you set goals that aren’t challenging, 
you’ll probably lose interest. 

I worked with someone who went through all of  these steps. 
He pictured cashing at the final table of  a WPT or WSOP 
event. He went through the intermediate goals and the short-
term goals. I asked him what his goals were for the month. 
He said to play more tournaments. I asked him his six-month 
goals: to play more tournaments. I challenged him that these 
goals met most of  the requirements but were not very chal-
lenging. We worked on that and he’s on his way to his lifetime 
goal. 

Don’t short change yourself  by setting goals that are too 
easy. Remember this is work. Work should equal reward. And 
as always keep your head in the game.
— Dr. Stephen Bloomfield is a licensed psychologist and avid poker 
player. Email him at editor@anteupmagazine.com.

athletes haVe goals, why not Poker Players?
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POKER LIFESTYLE

HERE ARE THREE KEYS TO PLAYING WELL
By Matthew Gregoire

I always have tried to focus on improving every aspect of  my 
game over the years. I want to have discipline, solid bankroll 

management and I want to play optimally. These are difficult 
to perfect so the best a person can do is constantly adhere to a 
set of  guidelines to achieve these goals. The one I want to focus 
on here is playing to the best of  my ability as it combines all of  
these issues into one equation. 

Discipline is important for any player since almost all of  us 
set guidelines before we set foot in the poker room or on the 
virtual felt. One of  these rules normally is we’re going to try to 
not make stupid mistakes. If  a playing error occurs, we must 
be prepared to correct this issue or adhere to a punishment we 
deem fitting. 

If  I make a mistake, I will evaluate it and decide if  I should 
continue to play. I hold myself  to a high standard at the table 
and try to make the perfect decision as often as possible. If  my 
play is substandard, I will leave the game without hesitation 
regardless of  the situation. My obsessive behavior keeps me on 
my toes and focused at all times.

Bankroll management is crucial in every part of  life, es-
pecially poker. If  you don’t control your money you end up 
broke or in debt and it only leads to stress and dismay. At the 
poker table, a player must play within the comfort zone of  his 

bankroll, otherwise it’s difficult to make correct decisions. For 
certain players, it can be easy to play with a shallow stack in a 
bigger game as the tough decisions are restricted because of  
the amount of  our money invested on the table, while other 
players wish to be as deep as possible to make the financially 
sensible decision for any specific hand. Either is not a horrible 
thing as long as you have a reasonable expectation of  what can 
come at any time.

Playing optimally is a combination of  the other aforemen-
tioned examples. You must have the discipline to make the right 
moves at what feels like the right time while being financially 
responsible with your bankroll. 

The more experience we accumulate enables us to build an 
instinct capable of  providing us with information we previ-
ously didn’t have. A gut feeling will sometimes tell us a raise is 
the correct move while other spots will have us simply folding 
second nuts because you just know your opponent has it.

Writing these articles are a fantastic way for me to dive into 
these thought processes and I hope it helps readers get their 
juices flowing while playing. If  you’re creatively thinking dur-
ing your sessions and adhering to your guidelines, success will 
soon follow. 
— Matthew Gregoire is a pro poker player living in Miami. You can 
email him at editor@anteupmagazine.com.
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LOCATION TOURNAMENTS/SPECIAL EVENTS JACKPOTS/PROMOTIONS 

ARIZONA

CASINO ARIZONA AT TALKING STICK
(480) 850-7777 • casinoaz.com
CASINO DEL SOL
(800) 344-9435 • casinodelsol.com
DESERT DIAMOND
(520) 342-1810 • ddcaz.com
FT. McDOWELL CASINO
(480) 837-1424 • fortmcdowellcasino
HARRAH’S PHOENIX AK-CHIN
(480) 802-5000 • harrahsakchin.com
TWIN ARROWS NAVAJO CASINO RESORT
(928) 856-7200 • twinarrows.com
VEE QUIVA CASINO
(520) 796-7777 • wingilariver.com/vee-quiva
WILD HORSE PASS HOTEL AND CASINO
(800) 946-4452 • wingilariver.com/wild-horse-pass

Mon.-Fri. ($80, 11:15a); Tue.-Wed. ($130, 7:15p); last Sat. of month ($150, 11:15a).
See ad Page 19.

Aces Cracked (Mon.-Fri., 2a-10a); Football promos and Second Chance Drawings 
(Mon. & Thurs.). 

Mon.-Fri. ($15, 10a) Mon. ($35, 7p); Tue. ($55, 7p); Wed. ($15, 7p); Thurs. ($100, 
7p); Sat. O/8 ($15 w/rebuys, 9a) & ($35, noon); Sun. ($20 w/rebuys, 11a & $15, 7p).

Splash pots (Mon.-Fri. & Sun.); high-hand giveaways (Mon.-Fri.).

Mon. ($35, 9:30a) & $500 added ($35, 7p); Wed. $500 added ($35, 7p); Thurs. $500 
added ($35, 9:30a).

Jackpots in hold’em and Omaha; Random Splash Pots (call for details).

Mon.-Fri. ($30, noon); Mon. ($50, 7p); Tue.-Thurs. ($5 w/$5 rebuys, 7p); Fri. ($60, 
7p); Sat. ($5, noon), ($5, 4p) and ($50, 7p); Sun. ($50, noon) & ($30, 7p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is quads over aces full of 10s and Omaha is quad fours; 
Aces Cracked pays $100.

Tue. Omaha/8 ($15 w/rebuy and add-on, 7:30p); Thurs. ($10 w/rebuy and add-on, 
7:30p); Fri. ($40, 7:30p).

Morning Start-Up; Aces and Faces Cracked; Baseball Splash Pots; Professional 
Football Splash Pots (Mon., Thurs. & Sun.); College Football Splash Pots (Sat.).

Wed. ($15 w/rebuys & add-on, 7p); Sat. ($20 w/rebuys & add-on, 11a); Sun. ($30, 
11a).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is aces full of 10s beaten by quads; royals pay $200; 
Aces Cracked (daily); Super 77 bad-beat jackpot (quad 7s or better beaten).

Mon. & Thurs. ($30, noon); Tue. & Wed. ($50, 7:30p). Aces Cracked pays $100; splash pots (daily); royals pay $200 (daily); Super 777 bad-
beat jackpot starts at $25K (quad 7s or better); Rolling Cash Fever; Money Wheel.
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Where to playWhere to play
Call for information. Call for information.
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* SNG = single-table tournaments; all tournaments are no-limit hold’em unless noted. 

The following pages contain tournament schedules and promotions for your poker rooms. 
Managers should email Garrett Roth at roth@anteupmagazine.com for updated information.

TWO GREAT BOOKS, 
ONE GREAT MIND

Pick up Joe Navarro’s books on Amazon.com, 
and visit his Web site at www.jnforensics.com
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Wed. ($55 w/$50 rebuy, 6p); Fri. KO ($55, 6:30p); Sat.-Sun. ($55 w/$50 rebuy, 
noon).

Aces Cracked pays $100 (Mon.-Fri., 10a-10p); quads pay $100 (Mon.-Fri., 6a-6p); 
royal flush pays $100 (daily).

Tue. & Thurs.-Sat. ($50, 10a); Sun. ($60, 10a). High hands; Rack Attack; Quad Pay; call for details.

No tournaments. Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em pays up to $100K; bad-beat jackpot in Omaha; royal 
flushes pay $599; quads $100; straight flush $200; Aces Cracked pays up to $300.

Mon. & Wed. ($35, 6p); Thurs. & Sun. Mexican Poker $1.5K guar. ($55, 6p); Sat. $500 
added ($40, noon).

Bad-beat jackpot; Aces Cracked; Quads Bonus Hands; high hands.

Sat. & Sun. ($40, 10:30a). Pot Builders (Mon.-Fri.).

Mon.-Thurs. ($125, 9:30a); Fri. ($180, 9:30a); Sat. ($230, 9a); Sun. ($180, 9a); 2nd Sat. 
of month ($550, 9:30a); $250 mega satellites for WPT Shooting Star, Jan. 4 & 18.

Earn double points and WPT vouchers for future events (call for details).

Mon. ($115, 7p); Tue. & Thurs. ($50, 7p); Sat. ($115, 1p); 1st Sat. of the month 
($295, 1p); 1st Sun. of the month w/$5K added ($40, 9a). See ad on Page 2.

Numerous bad-beat jackpots; Aces Cracked (every odd hour, plus double payouts 
8a-noon, daily); Splash Attack (hourly, 12:30p-12:30a); Honda giveaway (Sun.).

Daily Nooner ($40, noon); Mon. Omaha/8 ($75, 2p); Thurs. Mexican Poker ($30, 8p); 
Thurs.-Sun. ($50, 10p); Quantum Reload Saturdays ($40, 2p).

Get paid $5/hour to play at the Bike (call for details); Mega Millions Series VIII, Jan. 
3-15 w/$1M guar., Jan. 14 ($5,300, 6p).

Mon. ($65 w/$40 rebuys, 6p); Tue. ($45 w/$40 rebuys, 6p); Sun. KO ($160, noon). Bad-beat jackpot pays $25K; Player Points Challenge (call for details).

Wed.-Fri. ($40, 7p); Sat. & Sun. ($40, 2p &7p). Mini bad-beat jackpot; high hand ($50); get paid for quads ($100), straight flushes 
($150), and royals ($200); Aces or Kings Cracked.

SNGs offered Sun.-Thurs. after 11p. No jackpots.

Mon.-Fri. ($30 w/rebuy & add-on, 10a); Sat.-Sun. ($60 w/$50 rebuy & add-on, 11a); 
1st, 3rd & 4th Sun. $5K guar. ($120 w/$60 add-on, 11a); 2nd Sat. ($220, 11a).

Bad-beat in hold’em & Omaha; $200/shift high hand; $25K Blazing Cash Giveaway, 
full house or better receives raffle ticket for drawing. 

Mon.-Thurs. ($40, 11a); Mon. & Tue. ($25 w/$10 rebuys, 6p); Fri. ($60, 11a); Sat.-
Sun. ($60, 11a) & ($25, 6p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; $100 high hands; progressive royal flush; Quantum 
Quads (call for details).

Mon.-Fri. ($40, 10:15a); Tue. ($60, 7p); Wed. ($35, 7p); Thurs. ($40, 7p); Sat. ($10 w/
rebuys and add-on, 10:15a); Sun. ($80, 10:15a). 

High-hands pay $500 and $200 for Omaha on Fri. (Mon., Fri. & Sat.); Splash the Pot 
(daily); Monte Carlo high hand board pays up to $599.

Mon.-Sun ($40-$70, 1:15p); Mon.-Fri. ($40-$70, 7:15p); Heartland Poker Tour, Jan. 
31-Feb. 10 (call for details).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Call for information. Call for information.

See the ad on Page 3. Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; super bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; player rewards 
($300 for 50 hours played).

Sat. ($30 w/$20 rebuys, 8p). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Mon., Tue. Wed., ($30, 6p) $1K guarantee; Sat. & Sun., ($30, 12:30p) $1K guarantee. Jackpots available for hold’em and Omaha.

Mon. $200 freeroll (7p) (call for details); Tue. ($40, 7p); first 9 eliminated receive 
$60 for $40 buy-in for live poker; Thurs. Bail Out (cash out) event; call for details.

Call for information.

101 CASINO
(707) 795-6121 • the101casino.com/casino
AGUA CALIENTE CASINO
(888) 999-1995 • hotwatercasino.com
ARTICHOKE JOE’S
(650) 589-3145 • artichokejoes.com
AVIATOR CASINO
(661) 721-7770 • theaviatorcasino.com
BANKERS CASINO
(831) 422-6666 • bankerscasino.net 
BARONA RESORT
(619) 443-2300 • barona.com
BAY 101
(408) 451-8888 • bay101.com
BICYCLE CASINO
(562) 806-4646 • thebike.com
CACHE CREEK CASINO
(530) 796-3118 • cachecreek.com
CAPITOL CASINO
(916) 446-0700  • capitol-casino.com 
CASINO M8TRIX
(408) 645-0083 • casinom8trix.com 
CASINO ROYALE
(916) 929-7529 • playcasinoroyale.com 
CHUKCHANSI GOLD RESORT & CASINO
(866) 794-6946 • chukchansigold.com
CHUMASH CASINO RESORT
(805) 686-1968 • chumashcasino.com
CLUB ONE CASINO
(559) 497-3000 • clubonecasino.com
COLUSA CASINO
(530) 458-8844  • colusacasino.com 
COMMERCE CASINO
(323) 721-2100 • commercecasino.com 
CORDOVA CASINO
(916) 293-7477 • cordovacasino.com 
DIAMOND JIM’S CASINO
(661) 256-1400 • diamondjimscasino.net
FOLSOM LAKE BOWL SPORTS BAR & CASINO
(916) 983-4411 • folsomlakebowl.com 
GOLDEN WEST CASINO
(661) 324-6936 • goldenwestcasino.net
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Sat. $1K guar. ($30, 8p). Cash giveaways (call for details). 
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COLORADO
AMERISTAR BLACK HAWK
(720) 946-4108 • ameristar.com/Black_Hawk.aspx
GOLD CREEK CASINO • CRIPPLE CREEK
(719) 689-5449 • facebook.com/goldcreekpokerroom 
GOLDEN GATES CASINO
(303) 582-5600 • goldencasinogroup.com
ISLE CASINO BLACK HAWK
(303) 998-7777 • black-hawk.isleofcapricasinos.com
LADY LUCK CASINO
(303) 582-2141 • isleofcapricasinos.com
LODGE CASINO AT BLACK HAWK
(303) 582-1771 • thelodgecasino.com
RESERVE CASINO HOTEL
(303) 582-0800 • reservecasinohotel.com

No tournaments. Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em (quads).

Daily ($40-$300) at 10a, noon, 3p and 7p; Deepstack Fri.-Sun. ($160-$210, noon). Early bird specials; players can earn $5 per hour in cash back (call for details).

Wed. $15 house-funded KO ($60, 6:30p); Thurs. PLO ($60, 11a); see website for 
schedule.

Bad-beat jackpot is aces full of 10’s; new poker players earn $10/hour; early birds 
earn $30 (daily).

Fri. ($60, 3p & 7p); Sat. ($60, noon & 4p); Sun. ($60, 2p). Bad-beat jackpot is aces full of jacks.

Mon.-Fri. ($80, noon); Daily ($100, 7p); Sat.-Sun. ($100, noon). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is quads.

No tournaments scheduled, but will run them upon request. Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; Jackpot Vault consists of 14 jackpots with quads or 
better and is progressive.

CONNECTICUT
Daily ($60-$300, 9a-8p) w/ $20K guar., Fri. ($230, 6p); $25K guar., Sat. ($300, 11a) 
& Sun. ($120, 11a). 

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is quad eights and quad deuces in stud.

Daily ($40-$150); Mon.-Thurs. (10a, 2p & 7p); Fri. (11a & 2p); Sat. (11a); Sun. (11a 
& 5p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em and stud is quad 5s; $500 high hand jackpot every 3 
hours (Mon.-Fri.).

FOXWOODS RESORT CASINO
(800) 369-9663 • foxwoods.com
MOHEGAN SUN CASINO
(860) 862-8000 • mohegansun.com 

Closed for renovations. Closed for renovations. 

Wed. $2K ($50, 7p); Thurs. $2K ($50, 7p); Fri. $3K ($60, 7p); Sat. KO ($60, 6p); Sun. 
$2K (freeroll w/$10 rebuys, 1p).

$8-$16 seeded at $40K; Aces Cracked (Sun.-Thurs.); $28K Winter Cash Giveaway (call 
for details); $24K Poker Cash Giveaway (call for details).

Mon. KO ($140, 6:15p); Wed. ($100 w/$80 rebuy, 6:15p); Thurs. ($150, 6:15p); Sat. 
($120, 11a); Sun. ($125 w/$100 rebuy, 1p); 1st Sat. of month ($330, 11a).

Progressive bad-beat jackpot in hold’em, Omaha/8, and stud.

Call for information. Call for information.

Tue. & Wed. $750 guar. ($30, 7p); Thurs. $1.2K guar. ($55, 7p); Fri. $2K guar. ($40, 
7p); Sat. $2K guar. ($40, 10a); Sun. $5K guar. ($65, noon).

Ask about the Aces Cracked-Red Aces Cracked promotion and the Flush Marathons. 

Mon. KO ($30, 10a); Tue. limit hold’em/Omaha ($25, 10a); Wed. freeroll (11a & 7p); 
Thurs. Survivor ($40, 10a); Fri. ($40, 11a); Sat. varies (2p); Sun. ($30, 11a).

High hands (Sun., Tue., Thurs.); Holiday Gift Grab; MNF promo; mega/mini jackpots; 
late night/early bird specials; call for details.

$33K and $100K Cash is King freeroll held regularly; qualify by collecting high-hand 
stamps in live action (see website for details).

Double jackpots (Mon. & Wed.); high hand of the hour (Tue. & Thurs.); Money 
Wheel (Fri.).

Mon.-Sat. ($21 w/rebuys, 10a); Mon.-Wed. qualifiers ($45, 6:30p); Fri. ($46 w/$10 
bounties, 6:30p); Sat. & Sun. ($46 w/$10 bounties, 6p); Sun. ($44, 10a).

Progressive jackpots in hold’em (aces full of jacks beaten by quads) and Omaha jackpot 
(quad eights); Car Giveaway; Poker Yahtzee; X Marks the Spot (call for details).

Tue. ($50, 7:15p); Wed. KO ($60, 7:15p); Fri. ($50, 11:15a); Sat. KO ($60, 11:15a); 
last Sun. of month ($120, 11:15a).

Progressive Big Hand Bonuses (daily); $2K Player Loyalty Bonus Drawing (Sun.).

Mon.-Thurs. ($40, 11a); Mon. ($20 w/$10 rebuys, 7p); Wed. O/8 ($40, 7p); Fri. & Sun. $3K 
guar. ($60, 11a); Fri. & Sat. ($125, 5p); Sat. $5K guar. ($75, 11a); Sun. KO ($100, 7p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em and Omaha; high hands (call for details); Heartland 
Poker Tour, Jan. 13-27 w/main event, Jan. 23-27 ($1,650). Ads Pages 9 & 39.

CALIFORNIA (Continued)

Mon. ($35, 11a); Tue.-Thurs. KO ($50, 11a); Fri. ($35, 11) & ($80, 7p); Sat. & Sun. 
($35, 11a).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em (aces full); Aces Cracked (Sun.-Fri.); high hand (Wed.-
Fri.); Sat. cash drawing (2p-mid.).

Daily ($40, 10a); Tue. KO ($70, 6:15p); Wed. & Thurs. ($40, 6:15p). Bad-beat jackpot is aces full of kings; mini bad-beat jackpot; high-hand bonuses 
(daily); progressive royal-flush jackpot; quad bonus (Sun.-Thurs.).

Friday $1K guar. ($40 w/$20 rebuys, 5:30p). Call for promotions.

Mon. & Sun. ($35 w/rebuys, 10a); Mon. ($65, 7p); Tue. & Fri. ($15 w/rebuys, 11:30a) 
Tue. & Thurs. ($35 w/rebuys, 7p); Wed. ($65, 11:30a); Sat. ($65, 10a). 

Call for promotions.

Fri. ($36 w/$20 add-on, noon) & ($51, 7p); Sat. ($31 w/$20 add-on, noon) & KO 
($65, 7p).

Aces Cracked (24-7); Midnight Splash Pot; free buffet w/3 hours of play (daily).

Daily ($30-$150); Mon.-Fri. (1p & 6:45p); Sat. (10a & 1p); Sun. (2:15a & 1p). Aces Cracked (24/7); high hand (Mon.-Fri.); Pay for Play (call for details).

Daily ($50-$90); Mon.-Fri. (11:30a & 6:30p); Sat. & Sun. (11:30a & 5p). Progressive tournament jackpot; earn points for tournaments. 

Tournaments to begin by the end of the year (call for details). Bad-beat jackpots in hold’em; royal-flush bonus pays $500.

Mon.-Sat. ($40 w/$20 rebuys and add-on, 11a); Mon.-Thurs. ($40 w/$20 rebuys and 
add-on, 7p); Fri. & Sat. ($100, 7p); Sun. KO ($80, 11a & $100, 7p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em and Omaha; royal-flush bonus; first-time players 
receive bonus chips (see website for details).

Mon. ($50, 7p); Tue. Omaha/8 ($40, 11a); Wed. ($40, 11a) & KO ($60, 7p); Thurs. 
Crazy Pineapple ($30, 11a); Fri. ($60, 11a); Sat. ($80, 11a); Sun. satellite ($30, 7p).

Bad-beat jackpot is aces full of kings; royal flush is 10% of bad-beat jackpot (call 
for details).

Mon., Wed., Thurs. & Sat. ($20 w/$5 rebuy, 10a); Mon. KO ($50, 7p); Tue. O/8 ($20, 
10a); Thur. ($60, 7p); Fri. $3K guar. ($37 w/$10 rebuys, 10a); Sun. $5K guar. ($60, 2p).

Bad-beat jackpots in hold’em, Omaha and stud.

Mon.-Sat. ($40 w/$20 rebuys and add-on, 11a & 7p); Sun. KO ($80, 11a & 7p). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; royal-flush bonus; first-time players receive bonus 
chips (see website for details).

Mon. & Tue. ($135 w/$60 add-on, 7p); Wed. ($135 w/$100 add-on, 7p); Thurs. KO 
($200, 7p); Fri. ($80 w/$30 add-ons, 7p); Sun. ($150 w/$100 add-on, 3p).

Progressive bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; Double Dip Jackpot; 7 Card Stud 
Progressive Jackpot.

Mon. ($57, 7p); Fri. & Sat. ($57, 11a); satellite tournaments are $22 and run on Mon. 
(10a); Tue.-Thurs. & Sun. (10a & 7p).

Bad-beat jackpots in hold’em, Omaha and stud.

Mon.-Thurs. ($25, 10:20a); Mon. ($40, 7:20p); Tue. ($30, 7:20p); Wed. ($40, 7:20p); 
Thurs. ($45, 7:20p); Fri. ($30, 10:20a); Sat. (varies, 10:20a); Sun. freeroll (2:20p).

Mini & Super Bad Beat Jackpots; Morning Bonus Buy-In; Aces Cracked; Full House 
Cracked; high hands; royal-flush bonus. 

Tue.-Sun. ($10-$60); Tue.-Fri. (10a); Sat. (11a); Sun. (11a & 6p). Bad-beat jackpots in hold’em and Omaha; $100K-plus in cash prizes for cash-game 
promotions.

Daily ($25, 10a). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Call for schedule. Call for information.

Tue. KO ($75, 6:30p); Sat. & Sun. ($40, 10a). Player points accumulated through live play (call for promotions).
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GRATON RESORT & CASINO
(707) 588-7100 • gratonresortcasino.com
HARRAH’S RINCON
(760) 751-3100 • harrahsrincon.com
HAWAIIAN GARDENS CASINO
(562) 860-5887 • thegardenscasino.com
HOLLYWOOD PARK
(310) 330-2800 • playhpc.com
HUSTLER CASINO
(310) 719-9800 • hustlercasinola.com
JACKSON RANCHERIA CASINO RESORT
(209) 223-1677 • jacksoncasino.com
LAKE ELSINORE CASINO
(951) 674-3101 • lercasino.com
LIMELIGHT CARD ROOM
(916) 446-2208 • limelightcardroom.com 
LIVERMORE CASINO
(925) 447-1702 • livermorecasino.net
LODI CASINO
(209) 334-9777 • thelodicasino.com 
LOTUS CASINO
(916) 399-4929 • mylotuscasino.com 
LUCKY CHANCES CASINO
(650) 758-2237 • luckychances.com
LUCKY DERBY CASINO
(916) 726-8946 • luckyderbycasino.com
LUCKY LADY CASINO
(619) 287-6690 • luckyladycardroom.com 
MORONGO CASINO
(888) 667-6646 • morongocasinoresort.com
NORMANDIE CASINO
(310) 352-3400 • normandiecasino.com
OAKS CARD CLUB
(510) 653-4456 • oakscardclub.com
OCEAN’S 11 CASINO
(760) 439-6988 • oceans11.com
PALA CASINO
(760) 510-5100 • palacasino.com
PECHANGA RESORT
(951) 693-1819 • pechanga.com
PLAYERS CASINO VENTURA
(805) 643-1392 • pcventura.com 
RANCHO’S CLUB
(916) 361-9186 • ranchosclub.com 
RED HAWK CASINO
(530) 677-2580 • redhawkcasino.com 
SAN MANUEL CASINO
(800) 359-2464 • sanmanuel.com 
SPOTLIGHT 29 CASINO
(760) 775-5566 • spotlight29.com
SYCUAN CASINO
(619) 445-6002 • sycuan.com
TACHI PALACE CASINO
(559) 924-7751 • tachipalace.com
THUNDER VALLEY CASINO RESORT
(916) 408-7777 • thundervalleyresort.com
VIEJAS CASINO
(619) 445-5400 • viejas.com

Mon.-Wed. ($10 w/rebuy and add-on, 10a) & ($30, 6:15p); Thurs. Omaha ($15, 
10a); Fri. ($40, 10a) & ($120, 6:15p).

$5K freeroll; Cash Grab; Prize Wheel (daily); call for details.

* SNG = single-table tournaments; all tournaments are no-limit hold’em unless noted. Poker room managers email roth@anteupmagazine.com
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Mon. ($70, 1p & 7p); Tue. ($40 w/$30 rebuys, 1p & 7p); Wed. turbo ($60, 7p); Thurs. 
($40 w/rebuys, 1p & $95 KO, 7p); Fri. $5K guar. ($50, 7p); Sat. varies; Sun. ($70, 1p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; royals pay $500; Spin to Win (Mon.); Aces Cracked 
(Wed.); high hand (Thurs.-Tue.); Full House Frenzy (Mon.-Thurs.). See ad below.

Mon. $1.5K guar. freeroll (7p); Tue. O/8 (7p); Wed. PLO $1.5K guar. freeroll (7p); Thurs. 
$1.5K guar. freeroll (7p); Sat. $2.5K guar. freeroll (7p); Sun. $1.5K guar. freeroll (7p).

11a-10p; $500 high hands every half hour & up to $1K for 2/5; Instant Win (10p-4a); full 
house pays $50 (10s full or better), $100 quads, $250 straight flushes & $500 royals.

Daily ($40-$230) in morning and evening; PLO and PLO/8 on select Saturdays (8p); 
Isle Open, Jan. 2-21 w/$300K guar. main event starts Jan. 16 ($1,090). Ad Page 29.

Bad-beat and high-hand jackpots in hold’em and Omaha; $10K cash drawings 
every Sunday.

Mon. $1.5K guar. ($75, 8p); SNGs on demand ($65-$800, daily). Big Slick Red Royal $20K+$500 to each player at the table; Hot Table Progressive; 
Happy Hour High Hands pays $500 every 30 min. (4-8p).

$2K guar. ($50); $2K guar. PLO ($50); call for schedule. Splash the Pot pays $50 (Sun.-Thurs., 8:15a-11:15a); $3K raffle pays $250 every 30 
minutes (Fri.); Twilight High Hand pays $200 every 30 minutes (Sun.-Thurs., 8p-2a).

FLORIDA

Call for information. See ad on Page 5. High hands for grand opening will be Jan. 1-8, awarding $200 every 15 minutes 
from 10a-10p. Call for more information.

Call for information. Bad-beat jackpots in hold’em (uncapped); royals and steel wheels pay $250 (spades 
pay $500); half-hour hight hands (daily). See the ad on Page 15 for more details.

See the ad on Page 15 for details to the WPT event in March. Bad-beat jackpots in hold’em (uncapped). See the ad on Page 15 for more info.

 Daily ($20-$165); Tue. ($35, 7p); Thurs. $3K guar. ($75, 7p); Sun. $4K guar. ($100, 
2p); call for details. Player of the Month and daily SNGs. 

Progressive royals and rolling quads of the day are progressive; hourly high hands 
(daily); call for details. Bad beat starts at $20K. 

Closed for renovations. Closed  for renovations.

Thurs. $10K satellite ($75, 7p) & Sat.-Sun. ($75, 1p); Fri. & Sun. ($50, 7p); Sat. varies 
($100/$150, 7p); $10K guar., 1st Sat. of month ($250, 1p). See ad Page 49.

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em (quads); mini bad-beat jackpot (Tue., 10a); free play 
(up to $3/hour, daily); double points on Mon. & Wed.; high hand (Fri.-Sun., hourly).

Daily (2p & 7p); Mon. ($65, 7p); Wed. ($105, 7p); Thurs. ($65, 7p); Fri. ($120, 7p); 
Sat. ($140, 7p); Sun. ($175, 1p).

Bad-beat jackpots in limit, no-limit, Omaha and stud; Super Sat. (noon-midnight).

BESTBET JACKSONVILLE
(904) 646-0002 • bestbetjax.com
BESTBET ORANGE PARK KENNEL CLUB
(904) 646-0002 • bestbetjax.com
CALDER CASINO
 (305) 625-1311 • studzpoker.com
CASINO MIAMI JAI-ALAI
(305) 633-6400 • crystalcardroom.com
CREEK ENTERTAINMENT GRETNA
 (850) 875-6930 • creekentertainment.com 
DANIA JAI-ALAI
(954) 927-2841 • dania-jai-alai.com
DAYTONA BEACH KENNEL CLUB
(386) 252-6484 • daytonagreyhound.com/pokerroom
DERBY LANE
(727) 812-3339 x7 • derbylanepoker.com
EBRO GREYHOUND PARK
(850) 234-3943 • ebrogreyhoundpark.com
FT. PIERCE JAI-ALAI & POKER
(772) 464-7500 • jaialai.net/poker.php
GULFSTREAM PARK
(954) 457-6336 • gulfstreampark.com
HIALEAH PARK CASINO
(305) 885-8000 • hialeahparkcasino.com
 ISLE CASINO AT POMPANO PARK
(954) 972-2000 x5123 • theislepompanopark.com
MAGIC CITY CASINO
(305) 649-3000 • flaglerdogs.com 
MARDI GRAS CASINO
(877) 557-5687 x3167 • playmardigras.com 
MELBOURNE GREYHOUND PARK
(321) 259-9800 • mgpark.com 
MICCOSUKEE RESORT & GAMING
 (877) 242-6464 • miccosukee.com

Daily ($50-$330) on Sun.-Thurs. (1p, 4p, & 7p) & Fri.-Sat. (1p, 6p, & 8p). See ad on 
Page 27.

Daily cash and prize promotions; high hands; tournament high hands; see website 
for more promotions.

Daily ($20-$220) on Sun.-Fri. (8p), Sat. (2p, 8p, midnight). See ad Page 14 for 
details on $2,500 tournaments every Saturday in January.

High hands pay $100 (Mon. & Fri., 9a-midnight) and $500 (Sun.-Thurs., 2a-3a & 
Fri.-Sat, midnight-9a); $4,999 royal flush of spades (Tue.-Thurs., 9a-noon).

Mon. ($75, 7p); Wed. ($55, 7p); Sat. ($100, 1:30p); Sun. ($55, 4p). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em, Omaha and stud (see website for rules and payouts); 
quads pays $100-$220 (daily).

Daily (6:30p); Mon. KO, Fri. ($2.5K guar.) & Sun. ($60); Tue. $1.5K guar. ($80); Wed. 
$1.5K guar. PLO ($20 w/$10 rebuys); Thurs. KO ($20); Sat. ($40 w/$10 rebuy).

High hands (Fri.-Sat., noon-midnight); $500/half hour with power hours paying 
$750 at noon, 4p, 7p & 10p (Sun.-Wed., 11a-3a); royals pay $500. See ad Page 21.

DELAWARE
Daily at noon, plus  Sat. & Sun. ($65, 3p); Sun.-Wed. & Fri. ($65, 7p); Thurs. ($85, 
7p); Fri. & Sat. ($100, 7p); Fri. & Sat. ($65, 10p);  Winter Classic is Jan. 1-13.

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em w/descending qualifier; $10K mini bad beat; high hand 
pays up to $1K; $20K monthly freeroll (call for details).

Mon.-Fri. ($65, 1:15p); Mon.-Thurs. & Sun. ($75, 7:15p); Fri. ($95, 7:15p); Sat. ($80, 
7:15p); Sun. ($95, 1:15p). See ad Page 28.

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; high hand; royal-flush bonus; cash-back rewards. 

Tue. & Thurs. ($60, 11a); Wed. Omaha Round by Round $1K guar. ($60, 11a); Sat. 
($60 w/rebuy & add-on, 11a); KO on 2nd Sun. of month ($90, 3p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is aces full of kings; Football Splash Pots pay $400 
(Mon., Thurs. & Sun.); high hand pays $200 (Mon., Wed., Fri.).

DELAWARE PARK
(302) 355-1050 • delawarepark.com
DOVER DOWNS HOTEL & CASINO
(302) 674-4600 • doverdowns.com
HARRINGTON RACEWAY
(888) 887-5687 • harringtonraceway.com 

Tue. $3K guar. (7p); Wed. KO (7p); Thurs. $5K guar. (7p); tournaments vary so please 
call for details. 

Progressive spades jackpot; call for other promotions.
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Tue. & Thurs. ($20 w/$20 rebuys, 6p); Wed. ($60, 6p); Sat. & Sun. ($80, noon). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; high hand of the hour (Mon.-Fri., 10a-4p) pays $50 per 
hour; Weekend “Full Of” Cash pays up to $800 (Fri.-Sat., 6p, 8p, 10p, mid.).

INDIANA
BELTERRA CASINO RESORT
(812) 427-7777 • belterracasino.com 
BLUE CHIP
(219) 861-4820 • bluechipcasino.com 
HOLLYWOOD CASINO LAWRENCEBURG
(812) 539-8000 • www.hollywoodindiana.com
HORSESHOE HAMMOND
(219) 473-6065 • horseshoehammond.com
HORSESHOE SOUTHERN INDIANA
(812) 969-6000 • horseshoe-indiana.com
MAJESTIC STAR II
(219) 977-7444 • majesticstarcasino.com

Daily ($80-$150) at 11:15a & 7:15p. Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; WPT satellite freeroll for top tournament point earners 
(call for details).

Mon.-Fri. ($100, 11a); Mon. & Tues. KO ($120, 7p); Thurs. ($200, 7p); Sun. ($200, 
11a).

Bad-beat jackpot in select games.

Daily ($50-$81); Mon. (noon); Tue. (noon, 7p); Wed. (7p); Thurs. (noon); Fri. 
(midnight); Sat. (noon); Sun. (3p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Wed. ($55, 7p); Thurs. ($60, 7p); Fri. ($130, 7p); Sat. ($60, 1p & $105, 7p); Sun. 
($55, 11a & $60, 7p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is aces full of kings; tournament bad-beat jackpot; high 
hand of the day pays $200 (call for details).

No tournaments. Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

IOWA
Tue. ($40, 7p); Thurs. ($60, 7p); Fri. ($25, 2p); Sat. ($40, 2p); Sun. ($60, 2p). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is quad 5s; mini bad-beat jackpot is aces full of jacks; 

progressive jackpots for straight flushes.
Mon. Omaha/8 ($40, 6p); Tue. ($40, 1p); Thurs. ($40, 6p); Sat. ($60, noon); Sun. 
($100, 1p).

Call for information on future promotions.

Mon., Wed. ($65, 10a); Mon. varies ($100, 7p); Tue. ($65, 7p); Thurs. KO ($80, 7p); 
Sun. ($45, 10a & 2p); Fat Stack, Sat. ($125) and last Sat. ($235). 

Bad-beat jackpot is quad deuces in hold’em and quad 10s in Omaha; high-hand; get 
paid for royals ($300), straight flush ($200) and quads ($50). 

DIAMOND JO CASINO NORTHWOOD
(641) 323-7777 • diamondjo.com
GRAND FALLS CASINO
(712) 777-7777 • grandfallscasinoresort.com
HORSESHOE COUNCIL BLUFFS
(877) 771-7463 • horseshoecouncilbluffs.com
MESKWAKI CASINO
(641) 484-2108 • meskwaki.com
MYSTIQUE GREYHOUND PARK
(563) 585-2964 • mystiquedbq.com

Tue. ($25 w/rebuys, 7p); Wed. Omaha/8 ($30, 7p); Thurs. ($30 w/re-entry, 7p); Sat. 
& Sun. ($30, 1p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; royal flush jackpot.

Thursday ($40, 6p); Friday ($60, 1p); Sunday ($65, 1p). Straight flush progressive jackpot in hold’em, Omaha and stud pays 10 jackpots 
(call for details).

Mon. & Fri., Omaha/8 ($30, 11a); Tue. PLH/O ($40, 7p); Wed. KO ($50, 7p); Thurs. 
($30, 6p); Fri. ($30, 4p); Sat. ($30, 1p); Sun. ($50, 2p); last Sat. of month ($100, 1p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em (aces full of kings) and Omaha (quad 10s); player 
comps (call for details).

Tue. ($30, noon); Wed. ($30, 7p); Sun. ($60, noon); KO event on first Thursday of 
every month.

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is aces full of jacks losing to quads; straight flush pays 
$200.

PRAIRIE MEADOWS CASINO
(515) 967-8543 • prairiemeadows.com
RIVERSIDE CASINO
(319) 648-1234 • riversidecasinoandresort.com
WINNAVEGAS
(712) 428-9466 • winnavegas.biz

Four MTTs offered at every event; SNGs: $30 and $60.See ad Page 42. Rakeback cash drawings three times daily; NL cash games $4 rake.

Mon. ($40, 6p); Tue. ($40, 7p); Wed. ($50, 7p); Sun. ($80, 1p). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Mon. & Wed. ($40, 7:15p); Tue.  ($65, 7:15p); Thurs. ($40, 12:15p & $65, 7:15p); Fri. ($65, 
12:15p) & ($65, 7:15p); Sat. & Sun. ($85, 11:15a); Sat. ($65, 7:15p); Sun. ($40, 5:15p).

Call for information.

Call for information. High-hand bonus jackpot.

KANSAS
BOOT HILL CASINO
(877) 906-0777 • boothillcasino.com

Monday ($75, 6p). Call for information.

Wed. ($85, 7p); freeroll, 1st Sunday of the month (call for details). Progressive bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Mon. ($65, noon). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.HOLLYWOOD CASINO
(913) 288-9300 • hollywoodcasinokansas.com 
KANSAS STAR CASINO
(316) 719-5000 • kansasstarcasino.com 

FLORIDA (Continued)

Mon. KO ($40 w/$10 bounties, 7p); Tue. ($35, 7p); Wed. ($50, 7p); Thurs. Omaha 
($50, 7p); Fri. ($115, 7p); Sun. ($30, 4p). See ad on Page 33.

Big High Hand $300 every 30 min. (Fri.) and $500 every 30 min. (Sat.); high hand 
(daily).

Daily ($30-$200) at noon & 6:30p; Player of the Month points for every tournament, 
$8K for top 5 and $25K freeroll for top 100 (call for details). See ad Page 13.

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em, Omaha, and stud; mini bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; 
progressive jackpot and high hands (call for details).

Wed. & Sat. ($100, 7p); Thurs. $10K satellite ($50, 7p) & Sat.-Sun. ($75, 1p); Fri. & Sun. 
($50, 7p); Sat. ($100, 7p); 2nd and last Sat. of the month $10K guar. ($250, 1p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em (quads); mini bad-beat jackpot (Wed., 2p-10p); Free 
Play (up to $3/hour, daily).

Daily ($40-$120); Fri. ($220, 1p) Sat. ($120, 2p); Sun. $3K guar. ($120, 2p). Jackpot high hands (daily).

Monday $500 added ($50, 7p); Wednesday ($20, 7p). Progressive spade royal flush in hold’em; progressive bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; 
high hands (Fri.-Sun.); Rolling Cash Fever (Wed.); tournament high hand pays $100.

Nightly at 6, plus Mon. (11a), Wed. (noon), Thurs. (11a) & Sat. (11a), buy-ins and 
games vary; Stax Poker Lounge Showdown, Jan. 22-27 (call for details).

Call for details.

Daily ($80-$310); guaranteed prize pools (call for details); Big Slick event, Jan. 2-5 
($350). See ad Page 11.

Hourly high hands in limit and no-limit (daily); Play, earn, and qualify for a freeroll 
(call for details).

Daily ($40-$550), including Wed. ($225, alternates between 12:30p/7p). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em, Omaha and stud. 

Wed. ($50, 1p & $40, 7p); Fri. ($70, 7p); Sat. rake-free ($115, 7p). See ad Page 16. High hands ($50-$100) every 2 hrs (Sun.-Thurs., 11a-11p & Fri.-Sat., 11p-2a & 2a-4a 
pays $199-$500); progressive royals and bad beat; $199 every 2 hours (Sun.).

Daily ($20-$200) at 1p and 7p; freerolls (Sun.-Thurs., 10a); PPC Winter Fest, Jan. 
15-19 (call for schedule). See ad Page 17.

High hand cash w/table share payouts (Tue., 1p-7p & 9p-1a); Splash the Pot; $599 
high hand (Fri., 1p-mid.).

Mon. & Tue. ($50, 1p & 7p); Thurs. ($65, 1p & $50, 7p); Fri. ($115, 6p); Sat. ($115, 
1p); Sun. ($115, 1p) & Omaha/8 ($65, 6p).

Big Slick Royal pays minimum of $10K; all other royals pay $500; $500 high hand 
every half hour (Sat., 6p-1:30a); high hand pays up to $3K hourly (Wed.).

NAPLES-FT. MYERS GREYHOUND TRACK
 (239) 992-2411 • naplesfortmyersdogs.com
OCALA POKER AND JAI-ALAI
(352) 591-2345 • ocalapoker.com
PALM BEACH KENNEL CLUB
(561) 683-2222 • pbkennelclub.com
PENSACOLA GREYHOUND TRACK
(850) 455-8595 • pensacolagreyhoundtrack.com
SARASOTA KENNEL CLUB
(941) 355-7744 x1054 • skcpoker.com
SEMINOLE CASINO BRIGHTON
(866) 222-7466 x121 • seminolecasinobrighton.com
SEMINOLE CASINO COCONUT CREEK
(866) 222-7466 • seminolecoconutcreekcasino.com
SEMINOLE HARD ROCK HOLLYWOOD
(866) 502-7529 • seminolehardrockhollywood.com
SEMINOLE HARD ROCK TAMPA
(866) 502-7529 • seminolehardrocktampa.com
SEMINOLE CASINO IMMOKALEE
(866) 222-7466 • theseminolecasino.com
TAMPA BAY DOWNS
(813) 298-1798 • tampabaydowns.com
TAMPA GREYHOUND TRACK
(813) 932-4313 • luckyscards.com

Daily ($30-$80); Sun.-Thurs. (2p & 6:30p); Fri.-Sat. (2p, 7:30p). Sunday Challenge, 
last Sun. of every month ($115, 1p, 15K chips). 

Rise & Shine starts at $500 (daily, 11:30a-4p); quads ($50-$75), straight flushes ($150) 
and royals ($300) from Sun.-Thurs. (4p-11p); high hands pay 2Xs (Fri.-Sat., 4p-11p).

Wednesday ($160, 1p). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is quad fives.

ILLINOIS
GRAND VICTORIA ELGIN  
(847) 531-7753 • grandvictoria-elgin.com 
HARRAH’S JOLIET   
(815) 740-7480 • harrahsjoliet.com 
HOLLYWOOD CASINO AURORA   
(630) 801-7471 • hollywoodcasinoaurora.com

Thursday ($125, 7p, 4K chips, 20-minute levels); Sunday ($125, 4p, 4K chips); 1st 
Sat. KO; 2nd & 4th Sat. Deepstack; 3rd Sat. MiniDeep (call for details).

Mega bad-beat jackpot (quad eights); mini bad-beat jackpot (aces full of kings); get 
paid for straight and royal flushes.

Call for information. Comp dollars (call for details).

HOLLYWOOD CASINO JOLIET  
(815) 927-2175 • hollywoodcasinojoliet.com 
JUMER’S CASINO & HOTEL
(309) 756-4600 • jumerscri.com
PAR-A-DICE CASINO
(309) 698-6693 • paradicecasino.com
ROCKFORD CHARITABLE GAMES
(800) 965-7852 • rcgpoker.com

Mon. ($115, 7p); Sun. ($115, 11a) & ($55, 7p). Call for information.
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Mon.-Wed. ($60, 1p & 7p); Thurs. ($60, 1p & $160, 7p); Fri. ($60, 1p & $125, 7p); 
every other Sun. ($60, noon & 5p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em and Omaha.

Daily ($45, noon); Fri. & Sat. ($60, 7p). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

MICHIGAN
Mon.-Sat. ($70, 10a); Mon. & Wed. ($70, 6:30p); Tue. KO ($70, 6:30p); Thurs. PLO 
($55, 6:30p); Sun. ($110, noon); second Sunday of month ($220, noon).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is aces full of jacks beaten by quads.FIREKEEPERS CASINO
(269) 962-0000 • firekeeperscasino.com
GREEKTOWN HOTEL & CASINO
(313) 223-2999 • greektowncasino.com
LEELANAU SANDS CASINO 
(231) 534-8100 • casino2win.com
MGM GRAND DETROIT
(313) 465-1777 • mgmgranddetroit.com 
SOARING EAGLE CASINO
(989) 775-7777 • soaringeaglecasino.com
TURTLE CREEK CASINO & HOTEL
(231) 534-8937 • turtlecreekcasino.com

Mon. & Wed. ($65, 11a & 7p); last Sat. of month ($340, noon). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em and Omaha; secondary bad-beat jackpot; high hand 
jackpot; earn tickets every day for drawings (Tue. & Fri.) - call for details.

No tournaments. Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Tournaments featured monthly (call for details). Progressive bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Mon. ($60, 6:30p); Tue. ($13 w/rebuys, 6:30p); Wed. KO ($45, 6:30p); Sun. ($60, 
12:30p); 1st Fri. of month ($175, 1p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em, Omaha and stud; Soaring Hand jackpots increase daily 
(call for details).

Call for information. Call for promotions.

Mon., Wed., Fri., Sun. ($45, 10:30a); Mon. & Sun. ($100, 6:30p); Tue. ($45, 6:30p); 
Wed. ($235, 6:30p); Thurs. ($75, 6:30p); Sat. ($180, 10:30a).

Bad beat in hold’em, Omaha and stud; high hand/hr (Mon., 9a-mid.); Aces Cracked 
(Tue., 10a-6p); $1.5K Cash for Quads Board (Thurs., 8a & 5p).

M-F at 11a, plus Mon. (freeroll, 6p); Tue. ($150, 6p); Wed. ($60, 6p); Thurs. ($150, 6p); 
Fri. ($100, 6p); Sat. ($80, 9:30a & $150, 6p); Sun. ($30, 11a), ($250, noon) & ($80, 6p).

Tiered Rakeback Rebate: earn up to $10/hour playing in a cash game; Aces Cracked 
(Wed. & Fri., 1p-6p) & (Sun.-Thurs., 1a-9a). See ad Page 43.

MINNESOTA
CANTERBURY PARK
(952) 445-7223 • canterburypark.com
RUNNING ACES HARNESS PARK
(651) 925-4600 • runningacesharness.com
TREASURE ISLAND RESORT & CASINO
(651) 388-6300 • treasureislandcasino.com

Wed. ($60, 6p); Thurs. ($50, 7p); Sat. ($60, 2p); Island Cup deepstack on Mondays 
($70, 6p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; Aces Cracked (Thurs., 10a-2a & Sun.-Mon., 10p-close); 
get paid for straight flush ($75); royals are progressive and starts at $100.

MISSISSIPPI

Daily ($35-$340). Bad-beat jackpots (call for details); win $100 every other hour (Mon.-Fri., 3a-10a); 
get paid to play (25 hours minimum).

Mon. KO ($40, 3p); Thurs. ($30, 3p); Fri. ($35, 3p); Sat. ($55, 3p); Sun. ($30, 3p). Bad-beat jackpot is aces full of queens; Hard Rock Jackpot Hands (daily); Splash the 
Pot (Thurs.-Mon.); Set over Set (Sun.-Tue.); high hand (Tue. & Wed.).

Mon. & Fri. ($60, 1p); Tue. ($70, 1p); Wed. & Thurs. ($35 w/$20 add-on, 1p); Fri. 
($40, 6p); Sat. ($70, 1p & $70, 6p); Sun. ($50, 1p & $60, 6p).

Win $25 every half hour with $4/$8 Hot Seat (call for details); WSOP Circuit, Jan. 
23-Feb. 3 (see website for details).

Daily ($60, noon). Poker Squares pay up to $1K (Sun. & Mon.).

Mon.-Wed. ($50, 7p); Thurs. KO ($50, 7p); Fri. ($90, 6p); Sun. ($90, 2p); Senior Poker 
Tour, Jan. 15-19 (call for details).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em, Omaha and stud; call for more daily promotions.

Mon., Fri. & Sat. KO ($40 w/rebuy, 2p); Tue. & Thurs. ($20 w/rebuy, 2p); Wed. KO 
($40 w/rebuy and bounties, 7p); Sun. ($20 w/rebuy, 7p).

Progressive Aces Cracked (Sun.-Thurs., mid.-10a); hourly high hand (Sun.-Thurs., 
10a-mid.); Splash the Pot (10a-10p); monthly drawings- call for details.

Daily (call for schedule); Million Dollar Heater, Jan. 3-15 w/$500K guar. starts Jan. 
11 ($2,600).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em, Omaha and stud; Super Mini Bad-Beat Jackpot 
(24/7/365); Aces Cracked (Sun., Mon. & Wed., 9a-mid.).

BEAU RIVAGE RESORT AND CASINO 
(228) 386-7092 • beaurivage.com
GOLD STRIKE CASINO AND RESORT
(662) 357-1136 • goldstrikemississippi.com
GOLDEN NUGGET BILOXI
(228) 436-7967 • goldennugget.com/biloxi
HARD ROCK BILOXI
(228) 374-7625 • hardrockbiloxi.com 
HARRAH’S TUNICA
(800) 946-4946 x33760 • harrahstunica.com
HOLLYWOOD CASINO TUNICA
(800) 871-0711 x5005 • hollywoodtunica.com
HORSESHOE CASINO TUNICA
(662) 357-5608 • horseshoetunica.com 
IP CASINO RESORT & SPA
(888) 946-2847 x8554 • ipbiloxi.com
PEARL RIVER RESORT
(601) 663-1040 • pearlriverresort.com

Daily ($10-$40). Mon., Wed., Thurs. (6p); Fri. & Sat. (7p); Sat. & Sun. (2p); Sunday 
$1K guarantee ($10 w/rebuys & $20 add-on, 2p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em (quads, must be in $3-$6 or higher) and Omaha.

MARYLAND
Mon., Wed., Fri. & Sun. ($50, 15 min levels, 10K chips, noon); Tue., Thurs. & Fri. KO ($85, 
15-min. levels, 15K chips, 7p); call for details about the casino employees event.

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is quad deuces or better beaten.

MISSOURI
Mon., Wed., Thurs., Sat.-Sun. ($55, 7p); Tue. KO ($80, 7p); Fri. ($75, 7p); Sat. KO 
($80, 2p); Sun. ($55, noon).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em and Omaha; high hands.

Mon. ($60, 7p); Tue. ($60, noon); Wed. KO ($85, 7p); Thurs. ($85, 7p); Fri.-Sat. ($60, 
noon); Sun. ($100, noon).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em (see website for details).

Sun.-Thurs. ($80, 1p & 7p); Fri. ($80, 10a & 7p); Sat. ($120, 10a); Sat. pineapple 
($80, 7p).

High hands (17 jackpots); call for details.

Mon. $2K guar. ($25 w/$10 rebuy, 7p); Wed. $1K guar. ($40, 7p); Fri. $1.5K guar. ($50, 
2p) & 2K guar. ($50, 7p); Sat. $2K guar. ($25 w/$10 rebuy, 11a) & $3K guar. ($125, 5p).

$1.5K freeroll (Sun., 3p) w/15 hours of play each week; call for details. 

AMERISTAR ST. CHARLES
(636) 949-7777 • ameristar.com
AMERISTAR KANSAS CITY
(816) 414-7000 • ameristar.com
HARRAH'S NORTH KANSAS CITY
(816) 472-7777 • harrahsnkc.com
HOLLYWOOD ST. LOUIS
(314) 770-8100 • hollywoodcasinostlouis.com
LUMIERE PLACE
(314) 881-7777 • lumiereplace.com
RIVER CITY CASINO
(888) 578-7289 • rivercity.com

Thurs.-Sun. ($65, 3p). Bad-beat in hold’em is nines full of jacks or better and has multipliers; Coverall 
Board promo.

LOUISIANA

Mon. ($55 w/$20 rebuys); Tue. ($105 w/$50 add-on, 6:30p); Wed. ($120 w/$25 KO, 
6:30p); Sat. ($120 w/$75 add-on, 11a); Sun. ($145, 11a).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is quads; straight flush pays $100 (24/7); Aces Cracked 
(Mon.-Thurs., 2a-2p); tournament bad-beat jackpot.

Tuesday Freeroll (11a) for 4 or 5 Star Players; Wed. ($35 w/$10 add-on, 7p); Thurs. 
$1K guarantee.

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em (quad sixes) and Omaha; Aces Cracked (Tue. & Thurs.); 
mini bad-beat jackpot is aces full of jacks beaten by quads; Splash the Pot (daily).

Daily, including Tue. ($20 w/rebuys, 6:30p); Thurs. ($75, 7p); Fri. ($130, 7:30p); Sat. 
($220, 2p). 

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Call for schedule. Call for promotions.

Mon., Wed., Sat., Sun. ($100-$200 w/rebuys & add-ons) including Thurs. ($200, 6p). High hands (Sun. & Wed.); Aces Cracked (Mon., Tue., Fri.); Splash Cash (Thurs.). Call 
for details and times.

Monday ($60, 6:30p). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; minor jackpots daily; cash giveaways (daily).

Call for information. Call for promotions.

Wednesday (6p); call for details. Progressive bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; Aces Cracked.

Mon. KO ($20, 7p); Tue. ($18, 10:30a); Fri. ($60, 7p). Aces Cracked (Thurs.); Straight Flush Saturdays; progressive royal flush jackpot.

BOOMTOWN NEW ORLEANS
(800) 366-7711 • boomtownneworleans.com 
COUSHATTA CASINO
(800) 584-7263 • coushattacasinoresort.com 
CYPRESS BAYOU CASINO
(800) 284-4386 • cypressbayou.com 
ELDORADO CASINO SHREVEPORT
(318) 220-5274 • eldoradoshreveport.com
HARRAH’S NEW ORLEANS
(504) 533-6000 • harrahsneworleans.com
HORSESHOE CASINO BOSSIER CITY
(800) 895-0711 • horseshoebossiercity.com
ISLE OF CAPRI LAKE CHARLES
(337) 430-2407 • lake-charles.isleofcapricasinos.com
JENA CHOCTAW PINES CASINO
(318) 648-7773 • jenachoctawpinescasino.com 
L’AUBERGE BATON ROUGE CASINO
(225) 215-7777 • lbatonrouge.com
L’AUBERGE DU LAC CASINO
(337) 395-7777 • ldlcasino.com
PARAGON CASINO RESORT
(800) 946-1946 • paragoncasinoresort.com

No tournaments. Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; player comps earned on a tier basis (call for details).

Tournaments run on Wed., Fri., Sat., and twice on Sun. (call for schedule). Bad-bead jackpot in hold’em is aces full of 10s.

50

   |
   J

AN
UA

RY
 20

14
   |

   a
nt

eu
pm

ag
az

in
e.

co
m

   |
   @

an
te

up
m

ag
az

in
e

HOLLYWOOD CASINO PERRYVILLE
(410) 378-8500 • hollywoodcasinoperryville.com
MARYLAND LIVE CASINO
(443) 445-2500 • marylandlivecasino.com

Call for information.
 

Check website for more information about the satellites into the Players Poker 
Championship.



NEVADA

Daily ($70) at noon, 3p, 6p, 9p and midnight. Mega bad-beat jackpot starts at $200K; progressive royals start at $1K; cash 
drawings pay $100 (5a, 7a, 9a and 11a).

No tournaments. $105K Holiday Cash Giveaway; high hand every half-hour; Aces Cracked; Football 
Home Team Cash Giveaway; Splash Pot Bonuses.

Mon.-Thurs. various games ($50, 12:05p & $80/$100, 7:05p); Fri. ($50, 12:05p) & 
($125, 7:05p); Sat. ($80, 12:05p & $100, 7:05p); Sun. ($80, 12:05p) & ($100, 7:05p).

$50K progressive hold’em bad-beat jackpot; Triple Draw Cash Drawings; Splash Pots; 
hourly high hands; Gridiron Giveaway; Omaha Sequential Steel Wheels.

Daily ($70) at 10a, 1p, 4p and 7p w/$1K guar. to first place. Mega-beat progressive jackpot, one hand loses, everybody wins.

Daily at 10a & 7p; Mon. & Tue. ($45 w/$20 add-on, 7p); Wed. & Sun. KO ($65 w/$20 
bounties, 7p); all 10a tournaments are $45 w/$20 add-on.

High-hand bonus for quads or better; earn comp dollars for playing live games.

Daily at 11a, 7p and 11p ($45 w/$20 add-on); $65 SNGs (24/7). Royal and straight-flush jackpots; high-hand jackpot; get paid for quads, straight 
flushes and royals; Aces Cracked (Mon.-Fri., 9a-5p).

Sun.-Thurs. ($45, 7p); Mon.-Sat. ($45, noon); Fri.-Sat. ($45, 6p). Multiroom Jumbo progressive bad-beat jackpot in hold’em starts at quad sixes and 
pays $100K guaranteed.

Daily ($23, 10a) & daily ($30 w/rebuy, 1:30p); Fri.-Sat. deepstack ($45 w/rebuy, 7p 
& 11p); deepstack events on 2nd and 4th Sat. of the month ($100).

Uncapped progressive high hands; Aces Cracked pays $50 (midnight-noon & 4p-9p).

Mon.-Fri. ($35-$115) at 2p & 6:30p; Sat. ($115, 1p); Sun. ($35 w/rebuys, 1p & 
6:30p).

High hands; get paid for straight flushes and royals.

Fri.-Sun. ($110, 10a); Mon. & Thurs. ($100, 6:30p); Tue.-Wed. & Sun. ($80, 6:30p). Multiroom progressive bad-beat jackpot in hold’em starts at quad sixes and pays 
$100K guaranteed; tournament bad-beat jackpot.

Call for information. Multiroom prog. bad-beat in hold’em (quad 6s) and pays $100K guar.; multiroom 
jumbo royals start at $5K; progressive Omaha high hands; quads pays $25 (24/7).

Daily ($60, 11a & 7p) & ($50, 2p & 10p); Sat. ($110, 11a). Bad-beat jackpot; high hands; Aces Cracked; high hand of the hour; Déjà Vu 
Progressive Jackpot (call for details).

Mon.-Sun. ($40, 10a), ($50, 3p), ($80, 6p), ($50, 11p). Bad beat (Tue., Thurs. & Sat.); prog. high hands (daily); high hands (Mon., Wed., & 
Fri.) pays to flop it ($300), turn it ($200) and river it ($100); Football Bonus.

Daily ($80, 11a & $50, 2p); Sun.-Thurs. ($80, 7p). Ante Up Cruise giveaways begin 
in February.

Night football promo (Sun. & Mon.); win up to $500 for each score; Grand Giveaway 
pays up to $3K/four hours; hourly limit high hand pays $100. 

Daily ($50, 9a), ($40, 2p) & ($60, 6p & 11p); monthly $16K freeroll (25 hours 
minimum); call for details.

Table Share (call for details; highest hand of the morning; highest hand of the day.

Daily ($30, 11:30a, 2:30p, 5:30p, 8:30p & 11:30p). Mega Beat Jackpot starts at $200K.

Mon.-Thurs. ($140, noon); Thurs. KO ($140, 7p); Fri. $10K guar. ($200, noon); Sat. 
$25K guar. ($225, noon); Sun. $10K guar. ($200, noon).

Call for promotions.

Daily ($55) at 11a, 2p, 7p and $1K guar. at 10p. Get Paid to Play promo, earn up to $12/hr., including food and beverage comps (call 
for details).

Sunday-Thursday ($35, 5K chips, 7p). Aces Cracked (Tue. & Thurs.); Spin the Wheel for cash (Tue. & Thurs.); high hands (Fri. 
& Sat.); double points (Mon. & Wed.); Push the Pot; call for details.

Fri. ($35, 7p).
 

Jumbo Jackpot is quad fours beaten.

Mon.-Thurs. ($150, noon); nightly ($120, 7p); Tue. KO ($150, 7p); Fri. KO ($200, 
noon) & Survivor ($200, 7p); Sat. KO ($300, noon); Sun. ($200, noon).

Tournament bad-beat jackpot ($30K added)- runs during regular daily tournaments 
only; Deep Stack Extravaganza, Jan. 30-Feb. 26 w/$500K guar., Feb. 22-25 ($1,600).

Tue.,Wed. & Thurs. ($40, 8p); Fri. ($50, 8p); Sat. ($100, 6p); re-entry allowed during 
the first hour.

Four high hands every four hours (24/7); highest flush, full house, aces full and 
quads or better. 

Daily ($60, 11a, 2p & 8p) w/$500 guarantee first prize. Megabeat Jackpot starts at $200K (call for details).

Twice daily at 1p & 7p ($125 w/one optional re-entry, 10K chips, 30-minute levels). No jackpots.

Mon.-Fri. ($40 w/$10 add-on, 11a); Mon.-Thurs. ($40 w/$10 add-on, 7p). Progressive quads, straight flush, royals and bad-beat bonus; 2X comps per hour of 
play; Prize Wheel Spin for Aces Cracked and quads with a kicker pays up to $300.

Mon.-Thurs. ($125, 2p); Fri. & Sat. ($335, 2p); Sun. ($335, 2p). No jackpots.

Daily ($60-$100) at 10a, 2p, 7p and 10p. High hands; quads pays ($50); straight flush pays ($100); royals pay ($250).

No tournaments. Multiroom progressive bad-beat jackpot in hold’em starts at quad sixes and pays 
$100K guaranteed; high hand (Wed.); Aces Cracked (Thurs.); $500 high hand (Sun.).

Daily ($70, 9a); ($110, noon); ($70, 4p); ($110, 7p); ($85, 10p); Sat. & Sun. ($235, 2p); 
Winter Classic, Jan. 10-19 w/Ante Up Cruise package added to main. 

Megabeat Jackpot starts at $200K (call for details). See the ad on Page 45 for details 
to Ante Up Poker Cruise giveaway and Winter Classic.

Daily ($30, 10a); Tue. ($30, 6p); Wed.-Thurs. ($30, 6p); Friday freeroll on the first 
Friday of every month ($2.5K added).

Bad-beat jackpots in hold’em and stud; quads or better is paid daily. 

Daily ($35, 9a; $40, 1p, 5p & 8p); all tournaments allow re-entry until the first 
break.

Bad-beat in hold’em is aces full beaten by quads; spin the wheel pays $20-$300 for 
quads or Aces Cracked; four 2s w/pocket pair pays $222; royal w/both cards pays $555.

Five tournaments daily; $500 guarantee ($50, 10a, 2p, 6p, 9p, 12:30a). High hand pays quads ($50), straight flush ($100) and royal ($500); high hand of 
the hour pays $100 (8a-noon & 6p-10p).

Daily ($40, 10a); Mon. Omaha/8 ($40, 7p); Wed. H.O.R.S.E. ($40, 7p); high hand 
cash prizes during tournament play; Omaha freeroll (10 hours min.); call for details.

Multiroom progressive bad beat in hold’em starts at quad sixes and pays $100K 
guar.; progressive high hands (daily); royals are worth $5K-$10K (all suits).

Daily ($45, 11a); Sun.-Thurs. ($60, 6:30p); Fri.-Sat. KO ($80, 6:30p). Aces Cracked pays $50 (Sun.-Thurs.).

Daily ($65) at 1a, 4a, 11a, 3p, 7p, 10p; Sun. $5K guar. ($100, 9a). High hand between 2a-2p wins 2Xs the jackpot.

Daily ($60, 6K chips, 10a & 3p) & ($100 w/$25 bounties, 10K chips, 8p). Mega Beat Jackpot starts at $200K; 20 hours for $20K freeroll (call for details).

Daily ($40, 10a); Mon. & Wed. ($50, 6p); Tue. & Thurs. ($75, 6p); Fri. ($95, 6p). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is quads; progressive rewards jackpot is paid on quad 
nines or better and straight and royal flushes.

Call for schedule. Cash drawings; get paid for quads ($25), straight flush ($50), and royals ($100).

ARIA
(866) 359-7111 • arialasvegas.com 
ATLANTIS CASINO RESORT SPA RENO
(800) 723-6500 • atlantiscasino.com
BALLY’S LAS VEGAS
(702) 967-4111 • ballyslasvegas.com
BELLAGIO
(702) 693-7111 • bellagio.com
BINION’S GAMBLING HALL
(702) 382-1600 • binions.com 
BOOMTOWN RENO
(775) 345-6000 • boomtownreno.com 
BOULDER STATION HOTEL & CASINO
(702) 432-7777 • boulderstation.com
CAESARS PALACE
(702) 731-7110 • caesarspalace.com 
ELDORADO HOTEL CASINO
(775) 786-5700 • eldoradoreno.com 
EXCALIBUR HOTEL AND CASINO
(702) 597-7777 • excalibur.com 
FLAMINGO LAS VEGAS
(702) 733-3111 • flamingolasvegas.com 
GOLDEN NUGGET LAS VEGAS
(702) 385-7111 • goldennugget.com 
GRAND SIERRA RESORT
(775) 789-2000 • grandsierraresort.com 
GREEN VALLEY RANCH
(702) 617-7777 • greenvalleyranchresort.com 
HARRAH’S LAS VEGAS
(702) 369-5000 • harrahslasvegas.com 
HARVEYS LAKE TAHOE
(775) 588-6611 • harveystahoe.com
LVH HOTEL & CASINO
(702) 732-5111 • thelvh.com 
LUXOR HOTEL & CASINO
(702) 262-4000 • luxor.com 
MANDALAY BAY
702-632-7777 • mandalaybay.com 
MGM GRAND LAS VEGAS
(702) 891-1111 • mgmgrand.com
MIRAGE
(702) 791-7111 • mirage.com 
MONTE CARLO RESORT & CASINO
(702) 730-7777 • montecarlo.com 
THE ORLEANS
(702) 365-7111 • orleanscasino.com 
PALACE STATION
(702) 367-2453 • palacestation.com
PALMS CASINO 
(702) 942-7777 • palms.com 
PEPPERMILL RESORT CASINO
(775) 826-2121 • peppermillreno.com
PLANET HOLLYWOOD
(702) 785-5555 • planethollywoodresort.com 
QUAD RESORT & CASINO
(800) 634-6441 • thquadlv.com
RED ROCK CASINO
(702) 797-7777 • redrock.sclv.com 
RIO CASINO
(702) 777-7777 • riolasvegas.com 
SAM’S TOWN LAS VEGAS
(702) 456-7777 • samstownlv.com 
SANTA FE STATION CASINO
(702) 658-4900 • santafestationlasvegas.com 
STRATOSPHERE
(702) 944-4915 • stratospherehotel.com
SUNCOAST HOTEL & CASINO
(702) 636-7111 • suncoastcasino.com 
SUNSET STATION
(702) 547-7982 • sunsetstation.com
TEXAS STATION
(702) 631-1000 • texasstation.com
TREASURE ISLAND
(702) 894-7111 • treasureisland.com
VENETIAN RESORT
(702) 414-1000 • venetian.com
WENDOVER NUGGET
(775) 664-2221 • wendovernugget.com
WYNN LAS VEGAS
(702) 770-7000 • wynnlasvegas.com

Progressive bad-beat jackpot starts at $2.5K (aces full of jacks beaten by quads) 
includes room shares; High Hand Hysteria pays $100-$2K; Football Madness.

High hands (daily); Poker Payout Plus, $1.5K automatic chop (Tue. & Thurs., 6p); $2K 
automatic chop (Sun., 2p); call for details.

* SNG = single-table tournaments; all tournaments are no-limit hold’em unless noted. Poker room managers email roth@anteupmagazine.com

LOCATION TOURNAMENTS/SPECIAL EVENTS JACKPOTS/PROMOTIONS 
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$2.5K freeroll (call for details). Pro Football Pick’em promo; food comps available based on play (call for details).
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Mon. ($120, 7p); Tue. ($60, 7p); Wed. ($30, 7p); Wed. ($30, midnight); Thurs. ($60, 
7p); Fri. ($60, 4p); Sat. ($120, 10a); Sun. ($60, 2p).

Call for information.

Tuesday ($150, 7p); daily freerolls; last Sun. of month ($330); call for details. Bad-beat jackpot is aces full of jacks beaten by quads; get paid for quads ($50), 
straight flush ($100) and royals ($200).

NORTH/SOUTH CAROLINA
HARRAH’S CHEROKEE (N.C.)
(828) 497-7777 • harrahscherokee.com
SUNCRUZ (S.C.)
(843) 280-2933 • suncruzaquasino.com

NEW YORK
SENECA NIAGARA 
(877) 873-6322 • senecaniagaracasino.com 
SENECA SALAMANCA 
(877) 860-5130 • senecagames.com 
TURNING STONE RESORT 
(800) 386-5366 • turningstone.com

Mon.-Thurs. ($50, 10a & 7p); Fri. & Sun. ($50, 10a); Sat. ($200, 11a); Sun. ($150, 
6p).

Progressive high hands (24/7); get paid for straight flushes ($75) and royals ($100); 
progressive bad beat in hold’em (quad 2s), Omaha (quad 9s) & stud (quad 2s).

Call for schedule; closed Mondays and Tuesdays. Progressive bad beat jackpot in hold’em (quad deuces), Omaha (quad nines) and 
stud (quad sevens); Preferred Player Rewards (call for details).

Mon.-Thurs. ($60-$100) at noon & 7p; Fri. ($70, 2p & $90, 7p); Sat. ($100, 11a & 
$125, 7p); Sun. ($125, 11a & $70, 7p). 

Bad-beat jackpot is in hold’em (quad deuces); royals pay $100.

OHIO

Mon.-Fri. ($40, 10:15a); Mon. ($40, 7:15p); Wed. ($50, 7:15p); Thurs. KO ($65, 
7:15p); Sun. ($120, 12:15p).

Call for promotions.

OKLAHOMA

Mon. $2K guar. ($60, 7:15p); Fri. $4K guar. ($90, 12:15p); Sat. $10K guar. ($240, 
12:15p); Sun. $6K guar. ($140, 12:15p); 2nd Sat. $20K guar. ($440, 12:15p).

Call for promotions. 

Mon. ($200, noon); Wed. ($200, 7p); Thurs. PLO ($100 w/re-entry, 7p); last Sunday 
of the month ($500, noon).

Call for information.

Mon. ($110, 12:15p); Tue. & Thurs. ($110, 6:30p); Wed. & Sun. ($210, 12:15p). Bad-beat jackpot starts at $10K (call for details).

HOLLYWOOD COLUMBUS
(614) 308-3333 • hollywoodcolumbus.com 
HOLLYWOOD TOLEDO
(419) 661-5200 • hollywoodcasinotoledo.com
HORSESHOE CINCINNATI
(877) 975-3436 • horseshoecincinnati.com
HORSESHOE CLEVELAND
(216) 297-4777 • caesars.com/horseshoecleveland

CHEROKEE WEST SILOAM SPRINGS
(800) 754-4111 • cherokeestarrewards.com 
CHOCTAW RESORT CASINO
(580) 920-0160 • choctawcasinos.com
COMANCHE NATION
(580) 354-2000 • comanchenationcasino.com 
DOWNSTREAM CASINO RESORT
(918) 919-6000 • downstreamcasino.com
GRAND CASINO HOTEL & RESORT
(405) 964-7263 • firelakegrand.com
HARD ROCK TULSA
(918) 384-6648 • hardrockcasinotulsa.com 
INDIGO SKY CASINO
888-992-7591 • indigoskycasino.com
OSAGE CASINO TULSA
(877) 246-8777 • osagecasinos.com
RIVER SPIRIT CASINO
(918) 299-8518 • creeknationcasino.com 
RIVERWIND CASINO
(405) 322-6000 • riverwindcasino.com
WINSTAR WORLD CASINO
(580) 276-4229 • winstarcasinos.com

NEW JERSEY
Daily ($55); Mon.-Thurs. & Sat. (1p & 7p); Fri. (1p & 9p); Sun. (1p & 7p); winners of 
tournaments will be invited to the $10K TOC Freeroll.

Harrah’s AC multiroom bad-beat jackpot starts at quad kings and decreases Wed. 
if not hit; high hand (Mon. & Tue.); bonus comps (Wed. & Thurs.); Aces Cracked (Fri.).

Daily ($100-$300); Mon. $5K guar. ($100, 11a); Wed. $15K guar. ($120, 11a & 7p); 
Fri. $25K guar. ($300, noon); $3M guar. WPT Winter Open, Jan. 26-31 ($3,500).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is quad 10s; mini bad beat in hold’em is quad deuces-
nines; see website for more promotions.

BALLY’S ATLANTIC CITY
(609) 340-2000 • ballysac.com
BORGATA HOTEL CASINO
(609) 317-1000 • theborgata.com

Daily ($100, 1:15p & 6:15p). Harrah’s AC multiroom bad-beat jackpot starts at quad kings and decreases every 
Wednesday if it doesn’t get hit; double comp dollars (call for details).

Sun.-Fri. ($60, 12:15p); Mon. & Wed. $2.5K guar. ($65, 8:15p); Tue., Thurs. & Sun. 
($60, 8:15p); ; Fri. ($100, 8:15p); Sat. ($100, 12:15p & 8:15p); daily ($60, midnight).

Harrah’s AC multiroom bad-beat jackpot starts at quad kings and decreases every 
Wednesday if it doesn’t get hit.

Daily $65 (11a, 2a & 7p); nightly $60 (11p); $20K starting stack for all tournaments; 
Fri. & Sat. 7p events pay $5K guar. with unlimited re-entry for 6 levels.

Harrah’s AC multiroom bad-beat jackpot starts at quad kings and decreases every 
Wednesday if it doesn’t get hit.

Daily ($65, 11:15a & 7:15p); SNGs available (call for details). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is quad 8s; Aces Cracked; varies new promotions every 
month (call for details).

Daily ($50-$230) at 12:15p, 4:15p, 7:15p, & midnight, including two deepstacks on 
Saturdays ($230, 7:15p) & ($120, 4:15p & midnight).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em (quads); high hands are entered into drawings to win 
$1K; 50-50 club (call for details).

CAESARS ATLANTIC CITY
(609) 348-4411 • caesarsac.com
HARRAH’S ATLANTIC CITY
(609) 441-5000 • harrahsresort.com
SHOWBOAT ATLANTIC CITY
(609) 343-4000 • showboatcasino.com
TROPICANA ATLANTIC CITY
(609) 340-4000 • tropicana.net
TRUMP TAJ MAHAL CASINO RESORT
(609) 449-1000 • playtajpoker.com

NEW MEXICO
BUFFALO THUNDER CASINO
(505) 455-5555 • buffalothunderresort.com
INN OF THE MOUNTAIN GODS
(575) 464-7777 • innofthemountaingods.com 
ISLETA RESORT & CASINO
(505) 724-3800 • hardrockcasinoabq.com
ROUTE 66 CASINO
(505) 352-7866 • rt66casino.com
SANDIA RESORT
(505) 796-7500 • sandiacasino.com
SANTA ANA STAR CASINO
505-867-0000 • santaanastar.com

Daily ($20-$50) at 2p & 7p, including Fri. & Sat. ($50, 7p); many tournaments have 
rebuys and add-ons.

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; tournament bad-beat jackpot.

Tue. ($40, 6:30p); Fri. & Sat. ($75, 6:30p); last Sat. of month ($150, 1p); Jan 12, 
Omaha/8 event ($100, 2p).

Progressive bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; Easy Aces Mini Bad Beat; quads or better 
high hands; Late night high hands (Sun.-Thurs., 11p-2a) pays up to $225 nightly.

Mon.-Fri. ($20, noon); Mon.-Fri. satellites ($60); Sun. ($55, 2p). Bad-beat jackpot; high-hand jackpots; royals pay $500; straight flush pays $250; 
quad aces pays ($150); quads pays $50; call for details.

Daily ($25-$55); Mon.-Fri. (1p); Mon. (7p); Tue. & Thurs. (7p); Wed. (11a & 7p); Fri. 
(11a, 5p, & 8p); Sat. (1p, 5p & 8p); Sun. (7p).

Bad-beat jackpot; Action Aces (Mon.-Fri.); Splash the Pot; Aces Cracked pays $50 for 
same color and $25 for mixed colored aces.

Tue. $300 added ($40, 7p); Thurs. $300 added ($50, 7p); Sun. $300 added ($40, 
noon); MLK event, Jan. 18-20 w/$1K added ($165).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em and Omaha.

Mon.-Fri. ($30, 11a); Tue. ($30, 7p); Wed. PLO & Thurs. KO ($40, 7p); Fri. ($100, 7p); 
Sat. ($40, 11a) & H.O.R.S.E. ($40, 7p); Sun. Omaha/8 ($40, 11a) & ($40, 7p).

Splash the Pot (Mon. & Tue., 8p-midnight); get paid for quads ($50), straight flush 
($100) and royal flush ($250).

* SNG = single-table tournaments; all tournaments are no-limit hold’em unless noted. Poker room managers email roth@anteupmagazine.com

Mon.-Fri. ($70-$120, 1p & 7p); Sat. ($180, noon); WSOP Circuit, Jan. 2-20 w/main 
event, Jan. 17 ($1,675, noon). See ad Page 25.

$25K bad-beat jackpot in hold’em (daily); $5K Omaha bad-beat jackpot (daily).

Mon.-Fri. ($30, 2p); Mon. PLO ($40, 7:30p); Tue. & Thurs. $800 guar. ($40, 7:30p); 
Wed. KO ($40, 7:30p); Sat. KO ($60, noon).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is quads beaten.

Tue. ($50 w/$25 rebuys, 7p); Wed. KO ($50, 7p); Fri. freeroll (2p) & ($50, 7p); Sun. 
$250 added ($50, 2p). See ad Page 23.

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; tournament bad-beat jackpot.

Mon. ($30, 11a & $30 w/rebuys, 7p); Tue.-Wed. ($15, 11a & $50, 7p); Thurs. ($50, 
7p); Fri. ($30, 11a & $70, 6p); Sat. ($120, 2p). See ad Page 43.

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Daily (10a); Sun. & Mon. (5p); Tue.-Fri. (7p); call for details. See ad Page 42. Progressive jackpot for hold’em and static jackpot for other games; call for updated 
amount.

Daily ($40-$100) at 11a; Sun.-Thurs. (7p). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Mon.-Fri. ($50, 9:30a); Mon. ($30 w/rebuys, 7p); Tue. ($50, 7p); Wed. ($20 w/rebuys, 
7p); Thurs. & Sun. KO ($75, 7p); Fri. ($65 w/$10 add-on, 7p); Sat. & Sun. ($50, 9:30a).

Progressive bad-beat jackpot in hold’em (quads); high hands; tournament freeroll 
(call for details).

Two tournaments a month (call for details). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Mon. ($60, 1p & $115, 7p); Tue. ($100, 7p); Wed. ($60, 1p & $60 w/re-entries, 7p); 
Thurs. KO ($115, 1p); Fri. ($220, 11a).  See ad Page 7.

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is quads or better and pays $20K minimum.

Tue. ante only ($40, 7p); Wed. mature only ($35, 2p) & ($35, 7p); Thurs. ($60, 7p); 
Fri. ($60, 7p); Sat. ($35, noon) & ($60, 7p); Sun. Crazy Pineapple ($35, 3p).

Call for information.

Daily ($20 w/rbs, 10a); Mon. pineapple ($20 w/rebuys, 7p); Tue. ($20 w/rebuys, 7p); Wed. 
($50, 7p); Thurs. seniors ($30, 7p); Fri. KO ($60, 7p); Sat. KO ($100, 7p); Sun. ($60, 2p).

Earn participation points for tournament results.



Mon. KO ($125, 7p); Tue. ($150, noon); Wed. ($150, 7p); Thurs. ($150, noon); Fri. KO 
($125, noon & $225, 7p); Sat. ($250, noon & $150, 7p); Sun. ($150, 11a).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; progressive suited royal flush (call for details).
WEST VIRGINIA

Daily ($25-$100); Mon., Fri. & Sat. (12:15p); Wed. (10:30a); Sun. (2p); last Sat. of 
month (7:30p).

Bad beat is aces full of kings; high hands pay $100 (call for details).

HOLLYWOOD AT CHARLES TOWN
(800) 795-7001 • ctowntables.com
MOUNTAINEER RIVER POKER ROOM
(304) 387-8458 • mountaineerpoker.com

Wed. ($75, 6p); Thurs. Omaha/8 ($65, 6p); Sat. ($80, 1p); Sun. ($65, 6p); $777 
added event, 2nd Fri. of month ($77, 6p).

Double Hours (Thurs. & Sun.); call for details.

Daily ($40, 10a) including Fri. ($75, 6:30p); Sat. KO ($60, 6:30p); many tournaments 
vary between hold’em, Omaha/8 and crazy pineapple (call for schedule).

High hands and bonus high hands (call for details).

Daily ($25 w/$5 rebuys, 11:00a); Mon. Beat the Boss ($35, 6p); Tue. Poker Pizza & 
Pints ($35, 6p); Wed. ($50 w/$20 add-on, 6p); Thurs. Mystery KO ($35, 6p).

Daily Double jackpot; get paid for quads, straight flush and royals; Lighting Strikes & 
Thunder Rumbles jackpots; high hands & Pot Splash (Mon., Tue., Thurs.).

Mon. ($25 w/$20 rebuy, 7p); Tue. KO ($35, 7p); Wed. ($45, 6p); Thurs. ($55, 7p); Fri. 
KO ($35, 6p); Sat. KO ($35, 5p); Sun. Omaha/8 ($35, 5p).

Extra tournament chips (two hours of live play required); call for details.

Mon.-Fri. ($35, 10:30a); Mon. ($110, 7p); Tue. KO ($105, 7p); Wed. & Thurs. ($65, 
7p); Sat. ($40 w/rebuys, noon); 2nd Sun. of month ($215, noon).

$10K bad-beat jackpot; high hands pay $100 every half-hour (24/7); royals pay 
$500 plus a jacket.

Mon.-Fri. ($30, 10:30a); Sat. ($68, 11a); Sun. KO ($68, 11a). Ante Up Poker Cruise 
giveaways in January and February, see ad on Page 30 for details.

$500 for royals; $200 for straight flushes; quad of the day pays $400; high hands 
pay $150 per hour.

WASHINGTON

Mon.-Fri. ($20, 10:30a); Mon. ($40, 7p); Tue. ($75, 7p); Wed. ($50, 7p); Thurs. ($130, 
7p); Sat. ($100, 11a); Sun. ($65, noon) & PLO ($75, 4p).

Aces Cracked; quads or better pays.

Daily at 12:15p & 7p; Mon.-Tue. & Sun. ($22); Wed. ($11 w/rebuys & $33); Thurs. 
Omaha/8 ($22) & $33; Fri. ($22 & $55); Sat. ($27 & $33).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; mini bad-beat jackpot; royal flush bonus.

7 CEDARS CASINO
(360) 683-7777 • 7cedarsresort.com
ANGEL OF THE WINDS CASINO 
(360) 474-9740 • angelofthewinds.com
CLEARWATER CASINO
(360) 598-8700 • clearwatercasino.com
LITTLE CREEK CASINO
(360) 427-7711 • little-creek.com
LUCKY EAGLE CASINO
(360) 273-2000 • luckyeagle.com 
MUCKLESHOOT CASINO
(253) 804-4444 • muckleshootcasino.com
NORTHERN QUEST CASINO
(509) 242-7000 • northernquest.com
SNOQUALMIE CASINO
(425) 888-1234 • snocasino.com
SWINOMISH CASINO & LODGE
(360) 293-2691 • swinomishcasino.com
TULALIP RESORT CASINO
(360) 716-6000 • tulalipresort.com.com

Mon.-Fri. KO ($40, 10:30a); Wed. ($20 w/$20 rebuy, 7p); Mon. & Thurs. ladies night 
($20, 7p); Sat. KO ($75, 10:30a).

Call for promotions.

WISCONSIN

Fri. ($40, 7p); Sat. ($35 w/rebuy or add-on, 4p). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is aces full of 10s and Omaha is quads; Aces Cracked 
pays up to $150.

Tue. ($55, 1p); Thurs. ($55, 6:30p); Sat. ($38, 3p); Sun. ($85, 1p); Double Trouble 
event, 1st Sun. of month ($170).

Call for promotions.

Wed. ($35, 6:45p); Sat. ($60, 2:15p); first Sat. of month ($215, 2:15p); $500 added 
to all Saturday pots.

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em (daily).

HO-CHUNK GAMING AT MADISON
ho-chunkgaming.com • (608) 223-9576 
HO-CHUNK GAMING AT NEKOOSA
(800) 782-4560  • ho-chunkgaming.com  
HO-CHUNK GAMING AT WISCONSIN DELLS
(608) 356-6210  • ho-chunkgaming.com
MENOMINEE CASINO
(715) 799-3600 • menomineecasinoresort.com
POTAWATOMI BINGO CASINO
(414) 645-6888 • paysbig.com

Wednesday ($71, 6p); Saturday ($120, noon); Sunday ($120, 3p); tournaments 
include add-on price.

Aces Cracked (Thursday).

SOUTH DAKOTA
CADILLAC JACK’S
(605) 578-1500 • cadillacjacksresort.com
LODGE AT DEADWOOD
(605) 578-4800 • deadwoodlodge.com
SALOON #10
(605) 578-3346 • saloon10.com
SILVERADO FRANKLIN
(605) 578-3670 • silveradocasino.com

Mon.-Fri. ($13 w/$5 rebuys, 1p); Mon.-Thurs. ($23 w/$10 rebuys, 7p); Sat. ($23 
w/$10 rebuys, 11a); Sun. KO ($80, 4p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; bad-beat tournament jackpot.

Mon.-Fri. ($33-$55, 6:30p) except Thurs. KO ($77); Sat. ($22 w/rebuys, 2p); Sun. 
($110, 2p); last Sun. of month ($220, 3p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; High Society Challenge (call for details).

Thurs.-Sun. ($6 w/$10 rebuy & $3 add-on, 10:30a) & ($23 w/$2 add-on, 2p). Bad-beat jackpot; win $1K for quad 10s; win 25% of bad-beat jackpot for aces and 
eights.

Tue. & Thurs. ($88, 6:30p); Sat. ($22, 3p); Sun. ($44 w/$20 add-on, 3p). Call for promotions.

PENNSYLVANIA
Daily ($50-$225); Sun.-Tue. & Thurs. (11:30a, 6:30p); Wed. (noon); Fri. Double Green 
Chip Bounty (11:30a); Sat. (11:30a).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Mon. & Wed. ($60, 11:15a); Tue.-Thurs. ($60, 7:15p); Fri.-Sun. ($100, 11:15a); Sun. 
KO ($100, 7:15p); last Sat. of month ($200, 11:15a).

Progressive bad-beat jackpot; progressive straight flush and royal flush jackpots 
(call for details).

Mon.-Sat. ($40-$75, 11a & 7:15p); Sun. ($95, 11:15a). Progressive bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; call for details on additional promotions.

Call for tournament schedule. High-hand promotion (call for details).

Mon. ($120, 7p); Tue. ($120, 7p); Wed. ($120, noon); Thurs. ($120, 7p); Sat. ($230, 
noon); Sun. ($80, noon).

Call for details.

Daily ($50-$550); Mon.-Sat. (noon & 7p); Sun. (2p & 7p). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em and ranges from quad 4s-10s depending on jackpot 
amount.

Mon. ($75, 7:30p); 1st & 3rd Thurs. Omaha ($65, 12:30p); 2nd & 4th Fri. ($125, 
7:30p); last Sat. ($250, 3:30p); Sun. ($50, 12:30p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; $100 Hot Seats (Mon.-Wed., 11a-11p every 3 hours).

HARRAH’S PHILADELPHIA 
(800) 480-8020 • harrahschester.com
HOLLYWOOD PENN NATIONAL
(717) 469-2211 • hcpn.com
MEADOWS CASINO
(724) 503-1200 • meadowsgaming.com
MOHEGAN SUN/POCONO DOWNS
(570) 831-2100 • mohegansunpocono.com
PARX CASINO
(215) 639-9000 • parxcasino.com 
PRESQUE ISLE DOWNS & CASINO
(866) 374-3386 • eriecasino.com 
RIVERS CASINO 
(412) 231-7777 • theriverscasino.com
SANDS CASINO BETHLEHEM
(877) SANDS-77 • sandsbethworks.com

Daily ($100-$200); Deep Stack Extravaganza, Jan. 1-13. Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is quads; Splash Pots; high hands; Aces Cracked; Hot 
Seat Sweepstakes; call for details.

OREGON

Mon. ($33, 1p); Wed. ($55, 7:30p); Fri. ($55, 7p); 1st & 3rd Sat. of month PLO ($33, 
2p); 2nd, 4th & 5th Sat. of the month ($33, 2p); Sun.-Tue. (midnight).

Rackback Bucks (call for details).

LOCATION TOURNAMENTS/SPECIAL EVENTS JACKPOTS/PROMOTIONS 
Mon. ($55, 1p); Wed. ($45, 1p); Thurs. KO ($55, 1p); Sat. ($95, 2p); Sun. ($60, 6p). Guaranteed Boss Bounty pays $50-$200 (Thurs.).CHINOOK WINDS CASINO

(541) 996-5825 • chinookwindscasino.com
ENCORE CLUB
(503) 206-8856 • encoreclub.com 

Mon.-Fri ($25 w/rebuy, noon, 2p & 4p, 10p), ($30 w/rebuy, 6p), ($50-$100, 8p); Sat. 
freeroll (noon); ($10K guar., $90 w/rebuy, 7p); Sun. freeroll (noon).

All weekday tournaments have guaranteed prize pools (see website for details).

Mon. ($30, 10:30a); Tue. stud/8 ($30, 10:30a); Wed. O/8 ($30, 10:30a) & ($25 w/rebuys, 
7p); Thurs. ($30, 10:30a) & ($90, 7p); Fri. ($70, noon) & ($60, 7p); Sat. ($90, noon).

Spin the Wheel (Fri. & Sat.); Sunday Super High Hands; Monte Carlo Payouts 
(Mon.-Thurs.).

* SNG = single-table tournaments; all tournaments are no-limit hold’em unless noted. Poker room managers email roth@anteupmagazine.com

SPIRIT MOUNTAIN CASINO
(503) 879-2350 • spiritmountain.com
WILDHORSE RESORT
(541) 278-2274 • wildhorseresort.com

Tue. ($30 w/$25 rebuy & add-on, 6:30p); Thurs. & Sat. ($55, 6:30p); Sun. ($35, 1p). Call for promotions.

Super Tuesday has $500 added to the prize pool ($25, 7p); call for full schedule. Bad-beat jackpot is aces full of kings; see website for high-hand and bad-beat 
information.

TEXAS
KICKAPOO LUCKY EAGLE CASINO HOTEL
(830) 752-4545 • kickapooluckyeaglecasino.com

Mon. ($50, 6p); Tue.-Thurs. KO ($40, 6p); Fri. ($40, 6p); first Wed. of month KO 
($135, 6p); Sat. ($40, 1p); Sun. ($50, 1p) & ($40, 6p).

High hands pay $100/hour (Sun.-Wed., 9p-1a); 2nd Sunday (1p) $2.5K freeroll for 
qualifying players (call for details).
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QA&
WITH WILL FAILLA

Will “The Thrill” Failla, 46, is a Long Island pro known as one of the most engaging and entertaining 
personalities in the poker world. He has 13 major victories, including six at the Borgata and a recent 

Foxwoods title, as pictured above. Our Dave Lemmon spoke to him on Poker Action Line.

C
Congratulations on your victory at the Foxwoods, another of your 

great accomplishments in the Northeast. Thanks Dave, even a bust-
ed clock is right twice a day.

Tell us about it. One kid had the short stack of  about a million 
chips, while the other three of  us were around three million. 
So he says, “You wanna make a deal?” I’m not a dealmaker; I 
like to keep the pressure on people. Of  course, I’ll listen when 
it gets down to two or three players, but I normally don’t like 
to chop. So the short-stack wins one hand, then knocks out 
one of  the other guys, and my friend Tommy (the other player 
left) asks the guy again. He says, “There’s not gonna be any 
deals.” I say to him, “Who are you, Mr. Deals Alzheimers?” 
Then, after he loses a couple of  big hands he starts asking for 
a deal again. I tell him, “You had your chance, no way!” but 
his brother, who was standing behind him tells us that the guy 
has four kids and they would really appreciate it if  we made a 
deal... so I guess I caved in.

Which is more important to you, the money or the trophy? It’s funny 
you ask that; I’m a trophy guy and this was a really nice one, 
and the money always means something, but when you have 
kids like I do, I can be showing it to them years later and it 
really means something. The money comes and goes, but the 
trophy is forever. That remembrance really means a lot to me, 
so if  there’s ever a discussion for a chop, I always get the trophy 
or there’s no deal.

Have you ever been in one of those head-to-head marathons that last 
four or five hours? My first serious tournament win was in 2007 
at a WPT Foxwoods $5K when I played four hours against 

Kathy Liebert, who was the No. 1 female player at the time. She 
had me 3-to-1 and my knees were shaking; I suggested a chop, 
but she said, “Sir, there will be no deals.” I vowed not to get a 
single chip in bad and I just played so tight, but it worked and 
I finally won. It’s a great feeling and like I said when I won the 
WPT Legends, I wish this for all my friends in the poker world 
... when you put your heart and soul into this game, you should 
finally get a chance to win a major event.

Ryan Riess won the WSOP, and even though I thought you were the 
best player in the world, he said he deserves that honor, so I’m wonder-
ing who’s right? Well, he’s got 8.5 million reasons to think that 
way right now and I don’t, so I can’t argue. The kid played 
really aggressive and remember he got great cards. He got 
smashed over the head with the deck, and I’m a little bit envi-
ous but he played good and ran good so I give him all the credit 
in the world.

How about online poker in New Jersey? How will it affect you? Prob-
ably not much. I’d have to drive over a bridge to go play online; 
I can only play against people from New Jersey, and they suck 
already ...  I mean, I could do it in my hotel room or sit around 
the lobby and play, but I’m not racing over there to do that, I 
can tell you.

Will it save Atlantic City? It’s not going to be a windfall until 
this country gets united behind online poker. You could get the 
Borgata running a Sunday tournament with 3,000 or 4,000 
people sitting in their living rooms around the country playing 
poker and winning big money. That would be great. But we’re 
not united and it’s gonna be a long, long time for that. S
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POKER CRUISES

*All prices are per person, based on double occupancy, and include taxes, 
 government fees and port charges. Limited number of staterooms available 

 at these introductory rates.  Ships Registry Bahamas

ANTEUPCRUISES.COM 

ALL BOOKINGS MUST BE MADE THROUGH ANTE UP TO PLAY 
IN THE POKER ROOM, PER CRUISE LINE POLICY.  

QUESTIONS? CALL JEANNE COSENZA @ 727-742-3843

y

FREE 
CLASSES!

y

LIVE 

DEALERS!

yFREE 

FOOD!

RATES ONLY GUARANTEED UNTIL JAN. 7! CALL NOW!

MARCH 30-APRIL 6

LOS ANGELES
SAILING TO THE MEXICAN RIVIERA!

y
CASH 

GAMES!

RATES START AT $799*
Aboard Norwegian Cruise Line’s Star

Port stops in Cabo San Lucas, Mazatlan and Puerto Vallarta!


