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WHAT’S A CHAMP TO DO?
We have a new world champion in poker, and he’s
barely old enough to enjoy the champagne they poured
for him after his victory. Canada’s Jonathan Duhamel,
at the tender age of 23, is the 2010 World Series of
Poker Main Event champion.
Clearly he has shown a penchant for handling pressure with a skill that’s far beyond his years, as evidenced
by capturing the $8.9 million first prize. But what kind
of public pressure will he be under? And should he be
under that pressure? What should we expect from our
world champion? Just because he can play hold’em better than most people on this planet doesn’t mean he
will be an ingratiating champion
or someone to admire.
The next time you’re playing
Jonathan
at your local cardroom and you
Duhamel
see a guy having one too many
and getting belligerent with the
dealer and other players, sit back
and think, “What if this guy won
it all?”
Can we hold him to the standards we usually reserve for a title
as prestigious as world champion?
And do we really have that right?
After all, you don’t have to go
through an extensive screening
process to plunk down $10K to enter the main event.
So how can we expect the champ to also be a generous,
likable person?
Greg Raymer, the 2004 WSOP winner, is perhaps
one of the greatest champions the game has had, both
in diplomacy and ability. He had some interesting
thoughts on the subject of being the ambassador for
poker.
“I don’t think it’s fair for anyone to look at the winner and put him down if they don’t think he’s a good
ambassador for the game,” Raymer said. “But it’s deserving of respect if that person does go out of their
way to be that good ambassador. I’m not going to look
down at a professional athlete if he’s not a good role
model, but I’m going to look up to him if he is.”
Raymer embraces the grandness of the WSOP

and always has been a great ambassador, promoting
the game and being an incredible advocate under the
Poker Players Alliance. He admits he misses being the
reigning champ, but still takes his role seriously.
“It’s a lot more fun to be the champ than to have
been the champ that’s for sure,” he said, “but it’s a lot
like boxing. Once you’re the champ you’re always the
champ, you’re just not the reigning champ.”
So what about Duhamel? What kind of champ will
he be? Well, he’s the first Canadian (and French-speaking player) to win it all, so he will be able to reach that
many more people. But is he willing?
“For sure. I’m going to do my
best to try to be the best poker
ambassador I can,” Duhamel
said moments after defeating
Florida’s John Racener heads-up
for the title. “It’s a dream come
true for me so I’ll do my best. I’m
up for the challenge, that’s for
sure.”
And what advice does Raymer
have for our new champ?
“I would recommend he take
as much time off as he can. If
you get invited to be on Letterman
then maybe you just go, but if it’s
something that doesn’t need to be taken care of right
away like that, then I would just give it a few days and
think things through. Decide how you really want to do
things. Take your time making your deal with whatever
site that’s probably looking to make a deal with you. Do
your research; make sure you’re making the right deal.
. . . I mean they might be asking you to sign a two- or
three-year contract. You don’t want to promise to travel
all over the world for the next three years and then find
out you hate it. Because you’re not going to be happy
and you’re not going to be a good ambassador for the
game.”
Spoken like a true world champ.
We’ll see you at the tables.
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HigH Hand of tHe Hour every two Hours starting at MIDNIGHT
$150 for limit and $250 for no-limit.
HigH Hand Bonus sunday – wednesday at 10aM, 2PM and 8PM
$500 limit and $1,000 no-limit.
MEGA BAD BEAT JACKPOT • GUARANTEED 24/7
Over $2,500,000 won in the last six months.
Most guaranteed tournaMents in fLorida
Call The Poker Room at 954.585.5111 or
visit our website for full event details.

1 seminole way, hollywood fl, 33314 • 866.502.Play • seminolehardrockhollywood.com/Poker

Must be at least 18 years old to play. See Brush Stand for complete details. Persons who have been trespassed or banned by the Seminole Tribe of Florida or those who have
opted into the self-exclusion program are not eligible. If you or someone you know has a gambling problem, please call 1.888.ADMIT.IT.

FLORIDA

Seminole Hard Rock Hollywood
Barry
Hutter

Matt Ezrol earns
all the chips, a
gold bracelet
and $100K.

$400K ISLE OPEN

OCT. 31-NOV. 8, 2010 • ISLE POMPANO PARK

The $500 October Big Slick event at the Paradise Poker Room
had 218 players and a prize pool of $109K. Here are the results.
1. Barry Hutter
2. Mohammad Siddiqui
3. Steve Moreno
4. Armando Palacio
5. Barry Pevner
6. Alfredo Guevara
7. James English
8. Anthony Ruberto
9. Oneil McCalla
10. Ronald Sorci

Bradenton
Pembroke Pines
Miami
Miami
Pembroke Pines
Hialeah
Tamarac
Everett, Mass.
Miramar
Parkland

$19,870
$17,670
$17,670
$13,270
$5,350
$4,601
$3,531
$2,568
$2,461
$2,354
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From left is Wes Meltzer, Edward Krug, Judy Van,
Joseph Sidoti, Evette Meltzer, Sharon Krug.
Over two days of playing, Judy Van emerged as the champion
of Season 3, beating a little more than 200 players at Royal Palace
Arcade. She was followed by Lenny Rifkin, Barbara Pesce, Tim Sutton, Bill Henshaw, Lenard Polejewski, John Russell, Rick Crentz and
Judy Schatzle.

The $400K Isle Open at Pompano Park featured five events,
three of which had impressive guarantees, including a $250K guarantee for the main event. In the opening High Heels Poker Tour
event, Ebony Kenney continued her hot streak, chopping the title
with four women and finishing sixth in the main.
Vegas’ Randy Dorfman (you may remember him from an interesting hand he had vs. Michael “Grinder” Mizrachi on ESPN at this
year’s WSOP) captured the second event, followed by Ashley Bunch
winning the third event and Ory Hen grabbing the $1,100 title. But
big ups go to Matt Ezrol of Coconut Creek for winning the $2,200
main event and a cool $100K.
Event #1 • $225 HHPT

Event #4 • $1,100 NLHE

Entries: 26 • Prize pool: $5,200

Entries: 171 • Prize pool: $171K

1. Alayne Zeto, Miami, $1,040
1. Ebony Kenney, North Miami Beach, $1,040
1. Tina Itschner, Tampa, $1,040
1. Sharon Loewy, Coral Springs, $1,040
1. Felena Talhott, Ft. Lauderdale, $1,040

1. Ory Hen, Cooper City, $40,527
2. Hayden Fortini, Vero Beach, $40,527
3. Michael Cordi, Las Vegas, $19,323
4. Bobby Binsky, Hollywood, $12,483
5. Joel Gosset, Lake Worth, $9,063
6. Benjamin Sriqui, Sunrise, $7,695
7. Jason Sackler, Aventura, $5,643
8. Jena Delk, Merritt Island, $4,104
9. Farrid Jatin, Miami, $3,933
10. Nick Riccardi, Palm Beach, $3,762
11. Dave Templeton, Seattle, $3,591
12. Vincent Spadavecchia, Boca Raton, $3,420
13. Peter Chin, Pembroke Pines, $3,249
14. Ashley Bunch, Coconut Creek, $3,078
15. Andy Schwartz, Boca Raton, $2,907
16. Tony Herring, Ft. Myers, $2,736
17. Mike Beasley, Hollywood, $2,565
18. Sara Chau, Dallas, $2,394

Event #2 • $575 NLHE
Entries: 192 • Prize pool: $96,000
1. Randy Dorfman, Las Vegas, $27,840
2. Joseph Rossi, West Palm, $16,320
3. Jeff Posner, Coral Springs, $10,560
4. Joe Farrar, West Palm, $6,720
5. Eric Brewster, Boynton Beach, $4,800
6. B. Levine, Boca Raton, $4,128
7. Antanael Thomas, Pembroke Pines, $3,168
8. John Marks, Weston, $2,304
9. Jeff Charleton, Lake Worth, $2,208
10. Lawrence Bass, Tamarac, $2,112
11. Mike Winnett, Cooper City, $2,016
12. Larry Strenk, Delray Beach, $1,920
13. Franklin Schubert, Coral Springs, $1,824
14. Gary Flur, Plantation, $1,728
15. Harvey Freedman, Plantation, $1,632
16. Ilea Lekach, Golden Beach, $1,536
17. Greg Veltri, Palm Beach, $1,440
18. Mitchell Smith, Miami, $1,344
19. Nick Ricciardi, Palm Beach, $1,248
20. Vincent Spadavechia, Boca Raton, $1,152

Event #3 • $225 NLHE
Entries: 78 • Prize pool: $15,599
1. Ashley Bunch, Pompano, $4,900
2. Kathy Rinkin, Parkland, $3,100
3. Nathan Yamuder, Boca Raton, $2,185
4. N/A, $2,185
5. N/A, $1,123
6. Jamie Dellavega, Delray Beach, $858
7. Andrew Schwartz, Boca Raton, $686
8. Eric Andrews, Ft. Lauderdale, $562

Main Event • $2,200 NLHE
Entries: 198 • Prize pool: $396,000
1. Matt Ezrol, Coconut Creek, $100,000
2. David Diaz, Bartlett, TN, $82,160
3. Andrew Kelsall, Tampa, $43,560
4. Anthony Miller, Alexandria, VA, $27,720
5. Jamie Herrera, Miami, FL, $19,800
6. Ebony Kenney, Miami, FL, $17,028
7. Ayaz Mahmood, Houston, $13,068
8. Michael De Gilio, Port St. Lucie, $9,504
9. Zachary Milchman, Hollywood, $9,108
10. Eric Mickelson, Lake Worth, $8,712
11. Stuart Paterson, Hollywood, $8,316
12. Tim Seidensticker, Miami, $7,920
13. Omar Diaz, Coconut Creek, $7,524
14. James Gladwell, Reddick, $7,128
15. Eric Brewster, Jupiter, $6,732
16. Mike Beasley, Hollywood, $6,336
17. Raj Vohra, Lake Worth, $5,940
18. Mike Delgigante, Boca Raton, $5,544
19. Philip Consolo, Aventura, $5,148
20. Alan Martin, Henderson, NV, $4,752

JANUARY 6 – 27, 2011
DATE
Jan 6
Jan 7
Jan 7
Jan 8
Jan 8
Jan 9
Jan 9
Jan 10
Jan 10
Jan 11
Jan 11
Jan 12
Jan 12
Jan 13
Jan 13
Jan 14
Jan 14
Jan 15
Jan 15
Jan 15
Jan 16
Jan 16
Jan 17
Jan 17
Jan 18
Jan 18
Jan 19
Jan 19
Jan 20
Jan 20
Jan 21
Jan 21
Jan 21
Jan 22
Jan 22
Jan 23
Jan 24
Jan 24
Jan 25
Jan 26
Jan 27

EVENT#
Thursday
Friday
Friday
Saturday
Saturday
Sunday
Sunday
Monday
Monday
Tuesday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Thursday
Friday
Friday
Saturday
Saturday
Saturday
Sunday
Sunday
Monday
Monday
Tuesday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Thursday
Friday
Friday
Fri. Night
Saturday
Saturday
Sunday
Monday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

31
32
33
34

TIME

GAME

6PM
12PM
4PM
12PM
4PM
12PM
4PM
12PM
4PM
12PM
4PM
12PM
4PM
12PM
4PM
12PM
4PM
11AM
1PM
4PM
12PM
4PM
12PM
4PM
12PM
4PM
12PM
4PM
12PM
4PM
12PM
4PM & 8PM
Midnight
12PM
4PM & 8PM
12PM
1PM
4PM
2PM
2PM
4PM

Single Table Satellites and Nightly Event
No Limit Hold’Em
Limit Omaha 8 or Better
No Limit Hold’Em
Seven Card Stud
No Limit Hold’Em
Pot Limit Omaha (1 Re-entry, 1 Add-on)
No Limit Hold’Em
Seven Card Stud 8 or Better
No Limit Hold’Em (1 Re-entry, 1 Add-on)
Limit Hold’Em
No Limit Hold’Em
Pot Limit Omaha/Re-entry
No Limit Hold’Em
Limit Omaha 8 or Better
No Limit Hold’Em
HOSE
Ladies No Limit Hold’Em
Seniors No Limit Hold’Em
No Limit Hold’Em/Pot Limit Omaha
No Limit Hold’Em
HORSE
No Limit Hold’Em
No Limit Hold’Em Heads up (64 Max)
No Limit Hold’Em
Pot Limit Omaha Re-entry
No Limit Hold’Em
No Limit Hold’Em
Pot Limit Omaha Championship
6 Handed No Limit Hold’Em Knockout Bounty
No Limit Hold’Em
Mega Satellite
Midnight Mega Satellite
Mega Satellite
Mega Satellite
WPT No Limit Hold’Em Championship Event
Heads-up No Limit Hold’Em
WPT Next Stop Mega Satellite
8 Game Mix
Day 4 of Main Event
Main Event Final Table

ENTRY FEE
$500 + $50
$300 + $40
$300 + $40
$300 + $40
$500 + $50
$300 + $40
$300 + $40
$300 + $40
$200 + $30
$300 + $40
$300 + $40
$300 + $40
$1,000 + $70
$300 + $40
$300 + $40
$300 + $40
$300 + $40
$300 + $40
$500 + $50
$300 + $40
$500 + $50
$300 + $40
$500 + $50
$1,000+ $70
$200 + $30
$1,500 + $80
$300 + $40
$2,500 + $100
$600 + $60
$2,500 + $100
$1,000 + $60
$500 + $40
$9,700 + $300
$2,500 + $100
$1,000 + $60
$2,500 + $100

BONUS CHIPS

+ $10
+ $10
+ $10
+ $10
+ $10
+ $10
+ $10
+ $10
+ $10
+ $10
+ $10
+ $10
+ $10
+ $10
+ $10
+ $10
+ $10
+ $10
+ $10

$200 + $30 Mega Satellites
for Championship Event every
day at 5PM, January 7 – 21.
$100 + $25 No-Limit Hold‘Em
nightly events at 7PM,
January 6 – 25.
Registration begins at 5PM
on January 6. Registration is
open from 8AM – 9PM daily.
For more information call
228.386.7092. Blind structures
and other details are available
at beaurivage.com. Complete
rules are available in the
poker room.
MGM Resorts International’s
AAA four-diamond destination
awaits on the Mississippi Gulf
Coast. Play and stay with your
special $59 weekday and
$99 weekend room rates.*
For reservations, call
1.800.827.8520.

1.888.750.7111 | beaurivage.com
*Limited room availability. The rate for Sunday, January 16 is $99 due to the holiday weekend. Five hours play per day with your M life Players Club card is required to qualify for your special hotel rate. All room bookings
subject to $7.49 resort fee. Schedule pending gaming approval. The Mississippi Gaming Commission reserves the right to investigate any and all complaints and disputes regarding tournaments, promotions and
drawings. Such disputes and complaints will be resolved in accordance with the Mississippi Gaming Control Act and Mississippi Gaming Commission Regulations. Management reserves the right to cancel, change
or modify the tournament, promotion or drawing with prior written approval from the Mississippi Gaming Commission. When you need to win, you need to quit. Gambling problem? Call 1.888.777.9696.

FLORIDA

PBKC gets WSOPc stop

Jacksonville Poker Association

The WSOP circuit tour has added the Palm Beach Kennel Club’s 60-table
poker room to its 2011 schedule, running Feb. 17-March 1.
PBKC is just the third non-Caesars property to be awarded a WSOP circuit event. The schedule for the 13-day series of tournaments in February is
being finalized, but one can expect a similar event schedule to other WSOP
stops, with 10 ring events.
“Florida was definitely a market we wanted to serve, as the residents of the
Sunshine State have been loyal participants at the WSOP in Las Vegas,” said
WSOP Vice President Ty Stewart. “After careful consideration of our options,
it was clear that the Palm Beach Kennel Club could accommodate the kind of
numbers we expect for a circuit event in this market. Players who have visited
there rave about the staff and the unique dynamic of playing poker overlooking the live action on the track.”

Poker For Life

Nutz Poker League

• Josh Lynch, left and Bryan Yaeger won the top prizes at the
September main event in Gainesville, each earning a cruise package
aboard the Ante Up Poker Cruise.
• Bill Blakeslee, right, won the Season 6 Tournament of Champions in Gainesville, defeating the top 20 players from the six-month
season to earn a spot in the World Poker Tour Boot Camp at Daytona
Beach Kennel Club.

Daytona Beach Kennel Club

Drew Erickson, left, won the Sept. 18 final
and $2,400. Pete Heim won $1,200 for second.

• Brian Darling, left, took down the bracelet in the latest
monthly event at Courtside Grille in Tampa on Oct. 16.
• Phil Peters defeated Rick Danford in their heads-up
match for the Bust the Boss promotion and pocketed a $300
gift card.
• Rachel Hitterman won the “Monthly Pointz” race and a
$100 gift card.

All In! Poker Series
Paul Matus won the quarterly
tournament in Orlando, beating almost 70 players to take
home the trophy and a $250
gift card.
• Stacy Goode won the
“Compete for a Seat” tournament,
defeating nearly 70 players for the bracelet and an $1,000 WSOPC seat in Event 4 at Atlantic City on Dec. 9.
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The no-limit hold’em bad-beat jackpot hit on Oct. 8 for $220,757. Vito
Schiavone of Titusville, pictured, took
home the biggest chunk ($110,378.50)
as Casselberry’s Hung Le won the pot
and $55,189.25. Leo Forget of Palm
Coast, Scot Wolfman of Orlando, Julius
Kotan of Pittsburgh and Brian Puentes of Palm Coast
each pocketed $13,797.31.

Hamilton Jai-Alai
Brandy Chaillou won the spades royal
jackpot on Oct. 9 for nearly $5,400. Check
out Hamilton’s entry in our Where to Play
pages for more jackpot info.

On Oct. 9, the fourth “Save the Tatas” charity event
benefitting Susan G. Komen’s “Run for the Cure” at
Scully’s on the Bayou in Fort Walton Beach, went to
Jason Lamb.
For his victory Lamb received a championship
bracelet and a prize package that included a sponsored
seat to a Pensacola Greyhound Track tournament.
Lamb was followed by Jordan Smith, R.C. Klein, Mike
Treadway, Marjorie Frazier, Larry Aaron, Roger Knight, Karin Trafford
and Mike Dougherty.
• On Oct. 12, there were 61 players in the monthly event at Flightline
Pub & Cafe in Fort Walton Beach. Jerry McFadden won the tournament
in almost three hours. He earned a sponsored seat to Pensacola Greyhound
Track.
McFadden was followed by Jason Moon, who also received a tournament
seat, Frank “Gator” Crowder, Jr., Frank “Gator” Crowder, Sr., Mark Wolfe,
Ed McFadden, Lindsey Wanless, Connie Brown and Eddy Durand.

HigH StakeS Poker
now Here

expanded Hours:
Sunday – thursday, 10aM-4aM | Friday & Saturday, open 24 hours
Plus, earn more when you sign up for your free
NEW No Limit Poker club card.

901 S. Federal Highway US-1, Hallandale Beach, FL 33009 | gulfstreampark.com | 954.454.7000
*First 30 players before 10:30am. Must be 18 or older to play poker. Gulfstream Park reserves the right to change, alter or cancel
part of or in its entirety any promotion at its sole discretion. Concerned about a gambling problem? Call 1-888-ADMIT-IT.

FLORIDA

ANTE UP POKER CRUISE
OCT. 25-29, 2010 • MONARCH OF THE SEAS • PORT CANAVERAL-BAHAMAS

More than 230 Ante Up cruisers boarded the Monarch of the Seas on
Oct. 25 for a fabulous vacation to the Bahamas. The Ante Up Poker
Room was busy, spreading a variety of cash games (including a $3-$6
H.O.R.S.E. game that ran every day) and tournaments.
The five-day cruise culminated with a $200 main event, which
saw a nun finish second. OK, she wasn’t a nun, she was Ann Parisen,
who wore a nun costume for her on-board act (she sings in a quartet).
Parisen was one of the chipleaders for most of the day but in the end

World Series bracelet-winner
Don Baruch peeks at his cards.

succumbed to Wayne Lengyel, who pocketed about $4K for first. We
hope Wayne has a lot of light clothing because we think he’s going to
hell for beating a nun. Ann’s husband, Ray, also made the final table,
finishing sixth.
Ante Up would like to thank all of its cruisers, sponsors (SuperCityPoker.com, Atlantis Resort, Palm Gaming International) and staff
(including Amenity Pro) for making this a fantastic trip. We will have
three cruises with different ports and different ports of call in 2011.

“Sister” Ann Parisen
reprimands main
event winner Wayne
Lengyel after he
defeated her headsup for the title.

Allison Sieloff from Amenity Pro
gives Eddie Kouyoumdjian of
SuperCityPoker.com a massage
during the main event.
$200 NLHE Main Event
Entries: 72 • Prize pool: $12,600
1. Wayne Lengyel, $3,832
2. Ann Parisen, $2,520
3. Eric Bush, $1,512
4. Marco Barkley, $1,260
5. Ronald Schenberg, $1,008
6. Ray Parisen, $756
7. Chris Ziajka, $630
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Ante Up’s Scott Long is put to a
decision during a tournament.
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8. Yuval Dor, $504

The main event final table.

9. Hali Sarto, $378
10. Glenn Fullone, $200

FLORIDA
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2011 Ante Up Poker Cruise schedule

MARCH 7-12
Navigator of the Seas
Sailing from Ft. Lauderdale, Fla.
Stopping in Falmouth, Jamaica, and
Labadee, Haiti, a Royal Caribbean island.

AUG. 29-SEPT. 2
Monarch of the Seas
Sailing from Port Canveral, Fla.
Stopping in Nassau and CocoCay,
Bahamas, a Royal Caribbean island.

DEC. 10-17
Voyager of the Seas
Sailing from New Orleans, La.
Stopping in Cozumel, Mexico; George
Town, Grand Cayman; Falmouth, Jamaica.

THREE ANTE UP CRUISES SAILING IN 2011

Ante Up Poker Cruises has three great sailings booked for 2011,
featuring new departure ports, new ports of call, more free poker
classes and everything that has made the past cruises so much fun.
“We get great feedback from our past cruisers, and we’ve delivered
on all the big things they asked for in our 2011 schedule,” said Scott
Long, one of Ante Up’s two publishers. “There’s something for everyone next year.”
The first cruise of the year delivers on requests to sail from South
Florida, the most popular departure port for cruises. The five-night
voyage leaving from Ft. Lauderdale also calls on two new ports while
still allowing for 60 great hours of poker action. Falmouth, Jamaica,
is a new port close to hot spots Montego Bay and Ocho Rios, and
Labadee, Haiti, is a Royal Caribbean private island that provides a
tranquil place to relax in paradise.
“This cruise leaves smack-dab in the middle of the largest poker
community in Florida, so we’re expecting many of our South Florida
poker rooms to join others who give away cruise packages in their
room,” Long said.
The summer cruise will be a repeat of the most recently concluded
Ante Up Poker Cruise. Sailing from Port Canaveral, Fla., an easy
drive for all of Florida and close to the large Orlando International
Airport, the four-night cruise aboard the Monarch of the Seas will call
on Nassau, Bahamas, and CocoCay, another Royal Caribbean private
island, and offer 44 hours of poker fun.
“Our least expensive cruise of the year should appeal to players on
a budget, or those looking for a short trip,” Long said.
And the year will end with a seven-night trip aboard the Voyager of
the Seas, leaving from New Orleans and stopping in Cozumel, Mexico;
George Town, Grand Cayman; and Falmouth, Jamaica with an astounding 84 hours of poker action.
“We’re really excited about this itinerary, as departing from New
Orleans will make it easier on our readers in Louisiana and Mississippi, and we can offer extensive poker time while still appealing to
cruisers who like to make a lot of port calls,” Long said.
Of course, all cruises will feature the same great poker that past
cruises have offered. Run by Jody Russell and Cassie Greene, veteran
poker executives, the Ante Up Poker Room is a professionally staffed
and equipped room offering games, limits and tournaments for players of all levels. The popular welcome-aboard open-bar cocktail party
is also part of every cruise.
New this year will be the addition of three poker classes on every
ship – Poker 101, Basics of Omaha and Basics of Stud. They will
complement a free advanced no-limit hold’em course taught by a professional player, and all four courses are free for all players to attend.
“We try very hard to build as much value into every one of our
cruises as possible,” Long said. “The free poker courses are all part of
that, and we’ll continue to work with potential sponsors to add more

Q&A
How is a poker cruise different from a regular cruise? This is the best
part: Ante Up is just a small group aboard the normal cruise
ship. So everything you’ve come to expect from a regular cruise
— all-you-can-eat food, fun activities, exciting shows and great
kids’ programs — is available, but you also get to play poker
almost around the clock.
What kinds of games are offered in the poker room? Whatever demand demands. Every cruise is different, but we always have
plenty of $1-$3 and $2-$5 no-limit hold’em games going, as well
as limit games and mixed games. We have a group of high rollers on every cruise that will play for higher stakes, and we offer
single-table tournaments whenever the room is open. In addition, we schedule a few multitable tournaments on every cruise,
including a $350 buy-in Main Event.
Do I need a passport? No, a courthouse-issued birth certificate
and a government-issued photo ID is sufficient. However, passports are strongly encouraged as you’ll need one to fly home
from a port in case of an emergency.
If I book with someone else, can I still play poker? Unfortunately,
Royal Caribbean is very strict on only allowing players who have
booked through Ante Up and have Ante Up ID badges to play
in the poker room. Aside from a small poker participation fee
that we charge on all bookings to help defray the immense cost
of hosting a poker cruise, our prices should be competitive with
most other websites.
I’d love to come, but I can’t find anyone to watch the kids. Bring them
with you! Royal Caribbean plans great, free activities every day
for kids of all ages, and at night offers affordable group and individual babysitting.
How can I win my way on board? Each cruise, several of the poker
rooms and poker leagues in Ante Up’s coverage area buy packages
to give to their players in tournaments or other promotions. A
list of poker rooms and their events will be posted on our site at
anteupmagazine.com/cruise and in each issue of Ante Up Magazine. If you don’t see your room or league listed, ask them to call
Scott Long at (727) 331-4335 to plan an event.
goodies to all three cruises.”
For more information on the cruises, or to book using our secure
website, visit www.anteupmagazine.com/cruise. If you have any questions, Long can be reached at (727) 331-4335. Per Royal Caribbean
policy, only players who book through Ante Up are permitted in the
Ante Up Poker Room.
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Now 2000 miles closer
Featuring a smoke-free room
Table-side dining and cocktails
Complimentary beverage service
Safe deposit boxes
Full-service cashier cage
State-of-the-art music system
Plasma screen TV’s
New 2 Table high Limit room
$1 a minute table side massage
expanded Kitchen hours

$599 High Hand Payouts!
Every Friday & Saturday

See website for details
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11225 Racetrack Rd. Tampa, FL 33626 Phone: (813) 298-1798
Just 10 minutes West of Tampa International Airport

WWW.TAMPABAYDOWNS.COM
813-298-1798

POK

WWW.ANTEUPMAGAZINE.COM/CRUISE
WE HAVE THREE GREAT CRUISES WITH ALL-NEW
PORTS OF CALL IN 2011, AND ALL OF THEM INCLUDE:

L STAFF! !
A
N
O
I
S
S
PROFE AL EQUIPMENT
SION
PROFES

OPEN-BAR COCKTAIL PARTY!

FOUR FREE POKER COURSES!

TABLESI
D
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GES!

PLUS: All-you-can-eat meals, shows and activities!

KER CRUISES

MARCH 7-12

Royal Caribbean’s Navigator of the Seas
Sailing from Ft. Lauderdale, Fla., and
stopping in Falmouth, Jamaica, and Royal
Caribbean’s private island: Labadee, Haiti!

RATES STARTING AT $629*

BOOK TODAY!

USE OUR SECURE BOOKING FORM AT WWW.ANTEUPMAGAZINE.COM/CRUISE
ALL BOOKINGS MUST BE MADE THROUGH ANTE UP TO PLAY
IN THE POKER ROOM, PER ROYAL CARIBBEAN POLICY.

QUESTIONS? CALL SCOTT LONG @ (727) 331-4335

ALSO BOOK OUR OTHER 2011 CRUISES TODAY!
AUG. 29 - SEPT. 2

Monarch of the Seas
Sailing from Port Canaveral, Fla.
Stopping at Royal Caribbean’s private island
in CocoCay and Nassau, Bahamas!
Rates starting at $349 per person*

DEC. 10-17

Voyager of the Seas
Sailing from New Orleans
Stopping in Cozumel, Mexico, George Town,
Grand Cayman, and Falmouth, Jamaica!
Rates starting at $699 per person*

*All prices are per person, based on double occupancy, and include taxes,
government fees and port charges. Limited number of staterooms available
at these introductory rates. Ships Registry Bahamas
Royal Caribbean International reserves the right to impose a fuel supplement on all guests if the price of West Texas Intermediate fuel exceeds $65 per barrel. The fuel supplement for 1st and 2nd guests would be no
more than $10 per guest per day, to a maximum of $140 per cruise; and for additional guests would be no more than $5 per person per day, to a maximum of $70 per cruise.

FLORIDA

Seminole Casinos
Only five days after hitting at Seminole Hard Rock
Tampa, the Mega Bad Beat hit again at Hard Rock Hollywood for $161,423 on Nov. 7.
Michael H. won $80,710 when his nine-high straight
flush lost to Jose C.’s jack-high straight flush. Jose took
home $48,427 as the other six players won $5,381 each.
• On Nov. 2 it hit for $298,909 at Tampa Hard Rock as
Neil Brundage won $149,453 with four 10s, losing to the
spade straight flush of Daniel Mosey ($89,672). The other
eight players took home about $7,475 each. The next
Mega to hit will put the total past $5 million awarded.

Players Choice Poker Tour
Jan Anderson won the
latest monthly at Howard
Johnson’s in Lakeland, beating more than 100 players,
including a heads-up match
with Terence Bolling that
lasted more than 40 minutes. Anderson won $500 as
$200 went to Bolling.
They were followed by
George Rae ($75), Ernie
Lancto ($50), Jeremy Yawn
($50), Dwayne Guy ($25),
Gray Greenhow ($25), Mike Kelahan ($25), Rich Saunders
($25) and Brenda Cummins ($25).

Miami Poker Society

Matt Waldron and Bill Brough each recently won an MPS event.
Treasure Chest Poker

Here are the winners from the past month:
• Rick Moore won twice in one month, at the Battle of the Bars for JJ’s
($50 gift card) and the Murphy’s monthly ($100 gift card).
• Will Lyon won the JJ’s costume party event ($50 gift card).
• Tiffany Calab joins the two-time Ocala monthly champions club.
• Frank Murphy won the monthly held at Meadows Village Pub in
Sarasota, earning a $1K World Series of Poker buy-in with flight and hotel accommodations.

2 Great Games.

1 Great Tournament.
We’re introducing a new type of poker tournament.
The weekly HA Tournament. It’s half Hold’em,
half Omaha Hi, and all No Limit!
Register in the poker room.

Buy-In $60
8,000 Starting Chips • 20 Minute Levels
Fridays at 7pm

506 South First Street, Immokalee, FL 34142
800-218-0007
seminoleimmokaleecasino.com
Must be at least 21 years old and a Seminole Player’s Club member to participate. Management reserves the right to change or cancel this promotion at any time based on operational and/or business concern.
Persons who have been trespassed or banned by the Seminole Tribe of Florida or those who have opted into the self-exclusion program are not eligible. If you or someone you know has a gambling problem, please call 1-888-ADMIT-IT.

FLORIDA

FLORIDA FELT
Insight and analysis on poker in the Sunshine State

The Florida Gaming Summit’s first-ever poker panel was, from left: former Jacksonville
Greyhound Racing director of poker operations Josh Zuckerman, Seminole Immokalee
poker room manager Rick O’Connell, moderator Alan Koslow, Palm Beach Kennel Club
director of poker operations Noah Carbone and Ante Up’s Scott Long.

GAMING SUMMIT PACKS LIGHTER PUNCH
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funny thing happened on the way to this
year’s Florida Gaming Summit.
The raucous debates of the past few years
didn’t attend.
When state lawmakers agreed to a longsought gaming compact with the Seminole
Tribe and offered some
sweeteners to the state’s
parimutuel industry, a
lot changed. The tribe
could count on some
exclusivity for at
least five years,
parimutuel poker
rooms could deal
most any game
they wanted and
SC
O T T LO N G
for longer hours and
everyone involved could
take a breath as, for better or for worse, the
contentious process had reached an end. And
the tone — and attendance — of the gaming
summit changed dramatically.
Some at this year’s gathering of movers
and shakers of the gaming industry at the
Seminole Hard Rock Hollywood in late October sounded similar to years past. Parimutuel owners were still disappointed, as even
though the slot machine tax had dropped
from 50 percent to 35 percent, the effective
change wasn’t enough to fully embrace capital and marketing expenditure increases.
Pat Fowler, executive director of the Florida Council on Compulsive Gambling, still
reminded us that as gaming options expand
in the state, so do calls for help to her hotline.
And Wall Street watchers remained dismal
on the outlook for marked improvement in

profits from the Florida market, but comforted us by saying, yes, Las Vegas continues to
do much worse.
And some of the faces had a different tone.
Jim Allen, CEO of gaming operations for the
Seminole Tribe, opened this session as he always does, but this year instead of reminding attendees about the virtues and fairness
of the 20-year fight the tribe was embroiled
in with the state, he seemed at peace that he
could now focus more on expanding the Hard
Rock’s brand around the world. (Though he
did offer the somewhat surprising announcement that the past few months have been soft
for the Hollywood property).
Yet, there was some freshness to be found.
State Rep. Bill Galvano, the Republican who
did the unthinkable in the past session and
cajoled his fellow party members to see that
they needed to pay attention to the Seminole
discussions — and throw a bone or two to the
parimutuel industry — recalled that perilous journey and gave us a brief look into the
future. While the Seminoles have five years
of exclusivity on table games in the state,
the state shouldn’t wait to discuss what kind
of gaming state it wants to be in the future,
Galvano said during his luncheon keynote
address. In five years, will the state want to renew the pact and limit gaming? Or open it up
to outside interests? These are questions that
should be asked now, not in four years.
And for the first time, poker got its proper
due at an event of this stature. An entire session was devoted to the game, which by and
large remains king in this state because of the
limited options for other forms of gaming in
most of the state. For 50 minutes, a panel that

consisted of Palm Beach Kennel Club director of poker operations Noah Carbone, Seminole Immokalee poker room manager Rick
O’Connell, former Jacksonville Greyhound
Racing director of poker operations Josh
Zuckerman and yours truly discussed what
the new freedoms have meant in the state,
and what they could mean in the future.
Without a doubt, the $100 max buy-in that
rooms were forced to offer for three years set
the state’s poker industry back. It’ll take time,
and nationwide television exposure, for tourists to realize that handcuff is no longer present here.
But there’s enough excitement here to get
that nationwide exposure. The Hard Rock
Hollywood will host the state’s first World
Poker Tour event in April. Orange Park Kennel Club has again hired Ante Up to produce
television coverage of its January Chad Brown
No-Limit Hold’em Championship and Harrah’s will bring a World Series of Poker circuit event to the Palm Beach Kennel Club on
Feb. 17-March 1. (See Page 14 for more on
this late-breaking news story.)
Of course, the feasibility of those big
events largely rests on whether the state’s Division of Pari-Mutuel Wagering adjusts rules
that constrict the use of temporary tournament tables. Director Milt Champion told me
he’d take another look at the idea.
In the end, this year’s Florida Gaming
Summit packed a lighter punch than in year’s
past. But I prefer to look at it as the calm after
the storm. And whether the state is ready for
it or not, more clouds will be moving in over
the course of the next few years.
— Email Scott at scott@anteupmagazine.com

A look at the Mississippi-area poker scene • By Jennifer Gay

IP HAS REMARKABLE TURNOUT FOR WSOPC
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Travis Lutes from
Indiana captured the
championship event
and $95,000.

Aaron Brant
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Timothy Burt

Nick Jivkov

Photos courtesy of WSOPC

— Jennifer Gay is a poker journalist, poker room supervisor and poker player local to the MidSouth region. Her column will focus on the Mississippi-area poker scene. She can be contacted at
facebook.com/aceofjewels.
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he end of the year always means a flurry of poker activity in Mississippi.
There are so many noteworthy events to attend and just barely enough time
to sandwich in a few holidays as well. November kicked off with the World Sereis
of Poker circuit event at the IP in Biloxi. Not to be confused with the Imperial
Palace in Las Vegas, the IP is an independently owned casino.
Having recently had extensive renovations, this resort location
is a world-class destination for tourists and poker players alike.
The poker staff is top-notch, leaving no detail overlooked.
It’s no wonder the playing fields at the IP are deep and
varied, full of familiar faces and hopeful newcomers to
the game.
For the 2010 WSOPC, poker room manager Jim Sterling and WSOPC tournament director Jimmy SommerJE
AY
NN
field worked together to accommodate a record turnout.
IF E R G
The numbers from the same event in 2009 show the daily
noon events struggled to reach 125 registrants, with the average
number hovering around 80. This year the field average was around 250 for the ring
events. Please turn the page for full results from the WSOPC ring events.
Said Sommerfield: “This was an unexpected turnout. It was a very fun tournament. We had almost 5,000 players this week. The championship event had 270
alone.” That number is up from 2009’s 43 participants. He added: “The prize pool
was almost $1.5 million (for the entire series).”
Travis Lutes from Crawfordsville, Ind., captured the championship event, winning $95,000 and a seat in the May 2011 $1 million National Championship. The
final table also featured Tunica local Bob Talbot, who took home a cool $42,500
with his third-place finish. Talbot is a Mississippi favorite and a long-time regular in
the state’s best cardrooms. On his right hand he wears a ring given to him by Benny
Binion, and on his left, of course, is a WSOP ring.
Though the “Miss Poker” column is a fairly new addition to Ante Up, familiar
faces from the September and October issues found success at the IP. Scott Williams
of Memphis earned a seventh-place finish in the $345 NLHE ring event and Will
“Monkey” Souther scored his first WSOP ring and a first-place finish in the $345
Omaha/8 event. Another “local” player, Tim Burt of Grenada, Miss., earned a ring
in the $345 H.O.R.S.E. event, keeping up with the tradition of having a “homefield
advantage.”
Sommerfield was on point in declaring this a “fun” tournament. Poker Hall of
Famer and six-time bracelet-winner T.J. Cloutier played a handful of events, even
notching an 18th-place finish in the main. The ladies event took on an unexpected
charity theme when local pros Kai Landry and Will Souther showed up in full drag
with intent to donate any winnings to breast cancer research. Though they arrived
too late to register, donations were still made to the charity in honor of the women
who played.
After the action at the WSOPC at the IP, Ante Up was off to Horseshoe Tunica
for its Magnolia Fall Classic. Event coverage to follow in next month’s issue. Last,
but certainly not least, before we’ve had time to fully recover from Thanksgiving,
Gold Strike Tunica will be turning up the heat in December with the Winter Poker
Classic (Dec. 2-12). The Classic offers a $1K main event and nightly $125 survivor
tournaments at 7. This event includes daily noon tournaments that have an average
buy-in of $230 and daily super satellites to the main event ($100 and $30 rebuys).
The Gold Strike Winter Classic will be the last opportunity in 2010 for poker players
in Mississippi to put their skills to the test and earn bragging rights.
Don’t worry, though, the break is only long enough for a couple more holidays
and then, of course, it’s back to Biloxi on Jan. 7 for the first event in the Southern
Poker Championship series, including a WPT $10K championship event. A flurry
of activity indeed! There is no rest for the weary in Mississippi poker.
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MISS POKER

Six EvEntS • FivE GuarantEES
January 14 - January 24
Register at ptseats.com

South oF atlantic Blvd. and PowErlinE rd.
777 Isle of Capri Circle • Pompano Beach, FL 33069
954-633-6680 • 954-633-6681
Follow us on

at twitter.com/IsleCasinoPP.

© 2010 Isle of Capri Casinos, Inc. Must be 18. Tournament subject to change or cancellation without notice.
Gambling problem? Call 1-888-ADMIT-IT. www.theislepompanopark.com

MISSISSIPPI

WSOP CIRCUIT EVENT
OCT. 28-NOV. 10, 2010 • IP CASINO • BILOXI

Here are the results from the ring events. Congratulations to all of the winners.
Event #1 • $345 NLHE
Entries: 288 • Prize Pool: $83,808
1. Aaron Brant, Mobile, AL, $19,585
2. Justin Gates, Prarieville, LA, $12,102
3. Jeff Bell, San Antonio, TX, $12,102
4. Willey Lee, Perkinston, MS, $6,479
5. Adam West, Locust , NC, $4,859
6. Byron Higueros, Kenner, LA, $3,703
7. Robert Mayfield, Lafitte, LA, $2,866
8. Teddy Conner, New Orleans, $2,252
9. John Durio, Metairie, LA, $1,797
10. Shannon Hancock, Warrior, AL, $1,455
11. Daniel Brown, Biloxi, MS, $1,455
12. Michael Clary, Marietta, GA, $1,455
13. Craig Gullung, Marrero, LA, $1,195
14. Gary Holcomb, Mandeville, LA, $1,195
15. Herbie Crook, Pascagoula, MS, $1,195
16. Thomas Ballow, Denham Springs, LA, $996
17. Enrique Melguizo, Austin, TX, $996
18. Scott Alexantos, Gulfport, MS, $996
19. John Riola, Biloxi, MS, $842
20. Peter Shashy, Montgomery, AL, $842
21. Mark Caldwell, Fort Walton Beach, FL, $842
22. Cameron Ainsworth, Baton Rouge, LA, $722
23. Cale Weeks, Panama City, FL, $722
24. Kristen Deardorff, Gulfport, MS, $722
25. Matthew Chang, Rockville, MD, $627
26. Rick Wasson, Houston, $627
27. Joe Gowder, Alto, GA, $627
28. Joseph Morris, Mont Belvieu, TX, $553
29. Robert Ramsak, Hendersonville, NC, $553
30. Anthony Vidmer, Franklin, TN, $553

Event #2 $345 NLHE
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Entries: 270 • Prize Pool: $76,410
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1. Rob Quin, Metairie, LA, $18,722
2. Daniel Seiver, Carthage, TN, $11,567
3. David Nicholson, Prairieville, LA, $8,357
4. Greg Harkinson, Houston, $6,150
5. Rob Lewis, Brandon, FL, $4,608
6. Bobbie Talbot, Hernando, MS, $3,511
7. John Olsen, Moss Point, MS, $2,720
8. John Cornelius, Newnan, GA, $2,142
9. Richard Hughes, Mobile, AL, $1,713
10. Mark Jarema, Birmingham, AL, $1,391
11. Christopher Conry, Frisco, TX, $1,391
12. Matthew Colvin, Dallas, $1,391
13. Thomas Franklin, Gulfport, MS, $1,148
14. Richard Gibson, Sidon, MS, $1,148
15. Jarrod Stewart, Winter Haven, FL, $1,148
16. Benny Peebles, Newnan, GA, $961
17. Richard Radford, Franklin, TX, $961
18. Hayes Cristie, Dothan, AL, $961
19. Bertel Ladner, Biloxi, MS, $818
20. Anthony Denicola, Baton Rouge, LA, $818
21. James Blackmon, Wiggins, MS, $818
22. Mofeed Atalla, Panama City, FL, $705
23. Dyer Raiford, Tuscaloosa, AL, $705
24. Dana Murse, Millbrook, AL, $705
25. Rob Gunter, Salem, AL, $617
26. John Rogers, Gadsden, AL, $617
27. Dennis Baker, Haughton, LA, $617

Counting non-ring events,
the IP’s WSOPC had more
than 5,000 entrants.

Event #4 • $345 H.O.R.S.E.
Entries: 78 • Prize Pool: $22,698
1. Timothy Burt, Diberville, MS, $7,178
2. Charles Edwards, Decherd, TN, $4,442
3. Scott Clark, O’Fallon, IL, $2,924
4. Steven Weigel, Newell, AL, $2,047
5. Viers Raymond, Lilburn, GA, $1,517
6. Bentley Roberts, Gadsden, AL, $1,186
7. Kirk Flom, Gulfport, MS, $976
8. Barry Washington, Beavteron, OR, $844

Event #5 • $345 NLHE
Entries: 278 • Prize Pool: $80,898
1. Craig Flood, Spring, TX, $18,894
2. Chad Tucker, Winfield, AL, $11,675
3. William Rogers, Birmingham, AL, $8,471
4. Ross Bybee, McKinney, TX, $6,250
5. Michael Shafer, Covington, LA, $4,687
6. Zhen Cai, Melbourne, FL, $3,572
7. Thomas Williams, Millington, TN, $2,764
8. Daylon Zimmerman, Temple, GA, $2,173
9. William Hinson, Byhalia, MS, $1,733
10. Jason Burdis, Atlanta, $1,403
11. Danny Dorcey, Chalmette, LA, $1,403
12. Joshua Palmer, Daphne, AL, $1,403
13. Jeffrey Seims, Gulfport, MS, $1,153
14. Roston Stukes, Manning, SC, $1,153
15. Joseph Freck, Gainesville, FL, $1,153
16. Aaron Andrews, Elberta, AL, $961
17. Douglas Gambel, Ponchatoula, LA, $961
18. Damjan Radanov, Memphis, $961
19. Anasavanh Sitthivong, Glendale Heights, IL, $812
20. Russell Bistle, Biloxi, MS, $812
21. Stephen Buttieri, Spring,TX, $812
22. Daniel Salter, St. Charles, MO, $697
23. John Pearson, Moss Point, MS, $697
24. Toby Tatum, Gulfport, MS, $697
25. Justin Jones, Texas, $605
26. John Olsen, Moss Point, MS, $605
27. Ricky Romero, New Iberia, LA, $605
28. Douglas Carli, Alliance, OH, $534
29. Thomas Franklin, Gulfport, MS, $534
30. Matthew Wetzel, Steamboat Spg., CO, $534
31. John Riola, Biloxi, MS, $534

Event #6 • $555 6-handed NLHE

Event #3 • $345 Omaha/8

Entries: 159 • Prize Pool: $77,115

Entries: 70 • Prize Pool: $20,370

1. Thomas Drivas, Las Vegas, $20,241
2. Tom Franklin, Gulfport, MS, $12,509
3. Matthew Lischke, Norcross, GA, $9,005
4. Michael Wissler, $6,600
5. David Nicholson, Perkiniston, MS, $4,923
6. Aaron Brant, Mobile, AL, $3,736
7. Daniel Doucet, Opelousas, LA, $2,883
8. Michael Armiger, Auburn, AL, $2,262
9. Peter Mavro, Douglaston, NY, $1,804
10. Michael Schneider, $1,461

1. William Souther, Biloxi, MS, $6,583
2. Brett Alello, Baton Rouge, LA, $4,068
3. Rob West, Abbeville, AL, $2,698
4. Wendell Salley, Mobile, AL, $1,910
5. Yong Chen, Ocean Springs, MS, $1,438
6. John Demarco, Ocean Springs, MS, $1,147
7. Barry Levy, Brooklyn, NY, $966

11. Jonathan Walls, Plato, MO, $1,461
12. Rodney Shows, Hattiesburg, MS, $1,461
13. Randal Dubois, $1,203
14. Kai Landry, Biloxi, MS, $1,203
15. James Eubank, Houston, $1,203
16. James Helms, Fairhope, AL, $1,005
17. Casey Hayes, Demotte, IN, $1,005
18. Richard Woodward, Baton Rouge, $1,005

Event #7 • $555 NLHE
Entries: 211 • Prize Pool: $102,335
1. Corrie Wunstel, Baton Rouge, $24,984
2. Jonathan Sorcher, Lynbrook, NY, $15,441
3. Jeffrey Fielder, Des Moines, $11,238
4. Melvin Dukes, Marietta, GA, $8,311
5. Smith Collins, Gainesville, FL, $6,243
6. Daniel Yun, Marietta, GA, $4,762
7. William Tyre, Dublin, GA, $3,687
8. Pawel Andrzejewski, Des Plaines, IL, $2,898
9. Michael Dalton, Ashland, MO, $2,311
10. Robbie Matthews, Baton Rouge, $1,871
11. Douglas Bruce, Lawrenceville, GA, $1,871
12. John Land, Frisco, TX, $1,871
13. Mark Smith, Georgetown, KY $1,536
14. John Nguyen, Harvey, LA, $1,536
15. Walter Chambers, Baton Rouge, $1,536
16. Ivan Poroslay, Tampa, FL, $1,278
17. Frederick Berger, Slidell, LA, $1,278
18. Jennifer Gladden, Ocean Springs, MS, $1,278
19. Edward Corrado, Naples, FL, $1,078
20. Matthew Lawrence, Tulsa, $1,078
21. Ricky Taylor Jr. Columbia, TN, $1,078
22. Christopher Gray, Atlanta, $922
23. Melih Birdal, Knoxville, $922
24. Cecil White, Columbia, MO, $922

Event. #8 • $345 NLHE
Entries: 374 • Prize Pool: $106,112
1. Nick Jivkov, Des Plaines, IL, $23,344
2. Trevor Deeter, Philadelphia, $14,426
3. Mike Phan, Garland, TX, $10,541
4. Jonathan Thomas, Germantown, TN, $7,827
5. Shannon Hancock, Warrior, AL, $5,902
6. George Merchant, Pasadena, TX, $4,517
7. Mark Smith, Georgetown, KY, $3,508
8. Anthony Ruffolo, Alpharetta, GA, $2,763
9. Christopher Dillon, Bellefontaine, OH, $2,207
10. Larry Lackey, Hoover, AL, $1,787
11. Jennifer Denton, Pearl, MS, $1,787
12. Marc Kergosien, Gulfport, MS, $1,787
13. Philip Walsh, Gulfport, MS, $1,466
14. Brian Franklin, Gulfport, MS, $1,466
15. Gregory Faro, Griffin, GA, $1,466
16. Davy Murrah, Lucedale, MS, $1,220
17. Juan Navarro, Caldwell, TX, $1,220
18. Brian Sienkiowski, Cumming, GA, $1,220
19. Kathryn Lunn, Toccoa, GA, $1,028
20. James Eckert, Flovilla, GA, $1,028

21. Matthew Lischke, Norcross, GA, $1,028
22. Keith Sims, Navarre, FL, $878
23. Thomas Cowan, Jacksonville, FL, $878
24. Nicholas Desenberg, Kennesaw, GA, $878
25. Russell Bistle, Biloxi, MS, $759
26. Jason Boone, Hattiesburg, MS, $759
27. George Hosek, Mandeville, LA, $759
28. Robert Quin, Metaire, LA, $664
29. Bobby McCarty WilliamsonGA$664
30. Ian Knapp, Glen Ellyn, IL, $664
31. George McDonald, Ocean Springs, MS, $589
32. John Olsen, Moss Point, MS, $589
33. Thomas Walsh, Maplewood, MN, $589
34. Chris Gray, Atlanta, $528
35. Denise Kelley, Dothan, GA, $528
36. Stephen Phillips, Atlanta, $528
37. Edward Leahy, Sugar Hill, GA, $480
38. John Sutton, Destin, FL, $480
39. Larry Williamson, Brookhaven, MS, $480
40. David Rylander, Collierville, TN, $480
41. Richard Griffis, Ebro, FL, $480
42. Thomas Elliott, Keller, TX, $480
43. Donald Mathews, Oxford, FL, $480
44. Rodney Shows, Hattiesburg, MS, $480
45. Todd Davis, Jacksonville, FL, $480

Event #9 • $335 NLHE
Entries: 138 • Prize Pool: $40,158
1. John Durio, Metairie, LA, $11,128
2. Robert Beck, Metairie, LA, $6,878
3. Jeffrey West, Locust, NC, $4,965
4. Ricky Kestner, Ocean Springs, MS, $3,648
5. William MaQuire, Robstown, TX, $2,727
6. James Dicarlo, White Lake, NY, $2,073
7. Daniel Pyszynski, Norridge, IL, $1,603
8. Clifford Mathews, Odenville, AL, $1,259
9. Shellie Mitchell, Oxford, MS, $1,005
10. Barron Whipple, Houma, LA, $815
11. Paula Halata, Houston, $815
12. John Gaudio, Titusville, FL, $815
13. John Tison, McKinney, TX, $671
14. Donald Mathews, Oxford, FL, $671
15. Paul Martinez, Seguin, TX, $350
16. Alex Berger, New York, $350

Main Event • $1,600 NLHE
Entries: 270 • Prize Pool: $392,850
1. Travis Lutes, Crawfordsville, IN, $95,253
2. Farid Nasserazad, Atlanta, $58,857
3. Bobbie Talbot, Hernando, MS, $42,523
4. Jason Cluxton, Kennesaw, GA, $31,295
5. Yair Alon, Panama City, FL, $23,445
6. Robert Gunter, Salem, AL, $17,865
7. Jerry Monroe, Columbus, OH, $13,841
8. Steven Marshall, Cumming, GA, $10,898
9. John Holley, Destin, FL, $8,717
10. Michael Hill, Austin, TX, $7,080
11. Jeremy Drewery, Arlington, TN, $7,080
12. William Souther, Biloxi, MS, $7,080
13. Shane Sigsbee, Chicago, $5,840
14. Dale Hinson, Byhalia, MS, $5,840
15. Robert Harris, Gulf Shores, AL, $5,840
16. David Barrow, Guntersville, AL, $4,891
17. Cary Purcell, Tucker, GA, $4,891
18. T.J. Cloutier, Richardson, TX, $4,891
19. Garrett Jones, Nederland, TX, $4,160
20. Christopher Sullivan, Conway, AR, $4,160
21. James Namken, Houston, $4,160
22. Brian Walsingham, Winston, GA, $3,589
23. Mike Flowers, Baton Rouge, $3,589
24. John Land, Frisco, TX, $3,589
25. Kevin Calenzo, New Hartford, NY, $3,142
26. James Jabaley, Lagrange, GA, $3,142
27. Kenneth Ware, Georgetown, KY, $3,142

OCT. 11-NOV. 2, 2010 • FOXWOODS CASINO • MASHANTUCKET, CT.

The main event of the World Poker Tour’s annual autumn stop in Connecticut saw a star-studded field, including some heavyweights still remaining during the final two days. But in the end it
was a young gun from Orlando, Fla., Jeff Forrest, who captured his first WPT title and $548K.

P

oker’s youth brigade was on the march at the World Poker Tour
Foxwoods World Poker Finals as five of the six final-table players
were 26 or younger. In the end, Jeff Forrest, 22, or Orlando, Fla., captured the title when his pocket queens held up against veteran David
Inselberg’s 9-6. Forrest took home $548,752 for the victory.
Though the oldest of the group, Inselberg, proved the comeback
kid of the night. He was perpetually short-stacked from Day 1, never
cracking the top half of the end-of-day chip counts and entering the final table with only 344,000. Inselberg ground out pot after pot against
Thomas Marchese, who lost a dominating lead. Marchese entered the
final table with more than a million-chip lead, having amassed more
chips than third through sixth combined. Amazingly, Inselberg came
from behind to take control of the table and maintain chipleader status through much of final-table action only to lose ground in the end
to an aggressive Forrest.
“My plan coming in was to play a really aggressive style, try to play
a lot of small pots and take down as many as I could,” Forrest said.
On his win he remarked, “It doesn’t even feel real yet. I don’t know
when it will hit me that I’m a WPT champion. Definitely a dream
Event #1 • $600 NLHE
Entries: 448 • Prize Pool: $230,316
1. Spiro Mitrokostas, West Yarmouth, MA, $45,281
2. Kamran “Raja” Gulfraz, Flushing, NY, $34,970
3. Stephen Chuck, South Windsor, CT, $24,809
4. David Manney, Johnston, RI, $19,426
5. Ehsan Ghods, Worcester, MA, $13,704
6. Eric Rando, East Providence, RI, $11,401
7. Brian Morgan, Wilton, NY, $9,097
8. David Salgado, Victor, NY, $6,795
9. Mustapha Moutaouakil, Norwich, CT, $4,507
10. Daniel Becker, Norton, MA, $2,994

Event #2 • $300 NLHE
Entries: 647 • Prize Pool: $163,173
1. David Stefanski, Waterford, CT, $36,682
2. Robert Lavash, Johnstown, PA, $21,669
3. Quan Ho, Dorchester, MA, $13,348
4. Chris McCloy, Greenlawn, NY, $10,492
5. Thomas Renault, Arlington, MA, $8,305
6. Gary Wong, Woodhaven, NY, $6,674
7. Dennis Maguire, Peabody, MA, $5,140
8. Peter Foss, Stonington, CT, $4,079
9. Jonathan Berger, Acushnet, MA, $3,212
10. James Boynton, West Lynn, MA, $1,876
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Event #3 • $400 Stud
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Entries: 125 • Prize Pool: $42,437
1. Oxana Cummings, Weston, MA, $12,732
2. Ronald Benedetti, Wyoming, RI, $7,214
3. Vincent Papasodero, Massapequa, NY, $4,244
4. John Arturi, New Milford, CT, $3,501
5. Charles Balistreri, Island Park, NY $2,991
6. Andrew Erdos, Stratford, CT, $2,462
7. Wayne Landry, Brooklyn, NY, $1,952
8. Hank Negron, Bronx, NY, $1,485
9. Deborah Fletcher, Westford, MA, $1,023
10. Peter Mamos, Concord, NH, $869

Event #4 • $400 NLHE
Entries: 956 • Prize Pool: $324,560
1. John Agelakis, Canada, $12,011
2. Armen Hejinian, Chelmsford, MA, $12,000
3. Kent Bowley, Portland, ME $12,000

4. Fabrizio Sarra, Whitestone, NY, $12,000
5. Alex Ortizgomez, Hartford, $10,091
6. Nicole Defrancesco, Meriden, CT, $10,091
7. Robert Koerber, Waterbury, CT, $10,091
8. Hal Parker, Revere, MA, $10,091
9. Alex Loyer, Chelmsford, MA, $10,091
10. Brian Hartley, Philadelphia, $10,091

Event #5 • $300 NLHE Shootout
Entries: 581 • Prize Pool: $146,528
1. Matt Iles, Atco, NJ, $28,209
2. Larry Martone, Pelham, NH, $19,509
3. Bryan Piccioli, Allegany, NY, $18,000
4. Korte Yeo, Shrewsbury, MA, $9,876
5. Vincent Ellison, Wallkill, NY, $7,664
6. Douglas North, Monson, MA, $6,125
7. Michael Clark, Brighton, MA, $4,952
8. James Bussey, Stonington, CT, $3,971
9. Daniel Corley, Providence, RI, $3,276
10. Tom Dobrilovic, West Nyack, NY, $1,875

Event #6 • $400 LHE
Entries: 139 • Prize Pool: 47,190
1. Rohan Long, Windsor, CT, $14,157
2. J.L. Carrafa, Burlington, CT, $8,023
3. Robert Albrecht, Bethlehem, PA, $4,719
4. Paul Kunelius, South Dennis, MA, $3,893
5. Roman Opielowski, Worcester, MA, $3,327
6. Bobby “The Bus” Ferdinand, Revere, MA, $2,737
7. Stephen Robbins, Kittery, ME, $2,171
8. Travel Thomas, Buffalo, NY, $1,651
9. Michael Gamerman, Foxboro, MA, $1,136
10. Richard Hendricks, Wakefield, RI, $967

Event #7 • $500 NLHE
Entries: 340 Prize Pool: $145,112
1. Kristopher Riskin, Jeffersonville, VT, $34,610
2. Lloyd Dutcher, Noonan, NB, $20,025
3. Ronald Brassard, Nashua, NH, $12,770
4. Anthony Hill, Columbia, CT, $10,230
5. Bradley Manter, Quincy, MA, $7,982
6. Arthur Pirint, Westwood, MA, $6,457
7. Russell Green, Syosset, NY, $5,369
8. Steven Fiorentini, Winchester, MA, $4,354
9. John Chipman, Stratford, CT, $3,570

Jeff Forrest is all
smiles after winning
more than a halfmillion dollars and
his first WPT title.

come true.”
Forrest’s victory is even more impressive considering it was among
the toughest fields on the tour this year. Forrest weaved his way
through a challenging Day 5, with a final 12 that included prior WPT
Foxwoods Finals champion Hoyt Corkins of Alabama, as well as Florida’s Jason Mercier and Sorel Mizzi.
10. Charles Yaghoobian, Johnston, RI, $2,466

Event #8 • $600 NLHE
Entries: 357 • Prize Pool: $183,534
1. Quan Quach, Hartford, $28,595
2. John Malagisi, Norwalk, CT, $27,908
3. Joseph Weinstock, Brookfield, CT, $23,023
4. Nicholas Palma, New Rochelle, NY, $18,298
5. George Chen, West Nyack, NY, $10,003
6. Jonathan Sorscher, Lynbrook, NY, $8,075
7. Edward Bratz, Mattapan, MA, $6,699
8. Alexander Rocha, S. Setauket, NY, $5,414
9. David Staiti, Watertown, MA, $4,418
10. David Manney, Johnston, RI, $3,028

Event #9 • $400 Omaha/8
Entries: 167 • Prize Pool: $57,036
1. Claud Beaudouin, S. Ozone, NY $13,323
2. Sergio Vargas, Amherst, MA, $10,265
3. Jason Staalesen, Saratoga Springs, NY, $5,356
4. Daniel Yanofski, West Orange, NJ, $4,479
5. Bobby Ferdinand, Revere, MA, $3,260
6. Peter Terry, East Hartland, CT, $2,665
7. David Scherer, Manchester, CT, $2,296
8. Andrew Weaver, Mt. Pleasant Mills, PA, $2,012
9. Lawrence Zito, Flushing, NY, $1,682
10. Kevin Biernacki, Worcester, MA, $1,133

Event #10 • $500 Seniors
Entries: 331 • Prize Pool: $141,270
1. Kevin Mason, Newington, CT, $33,693
2. David Brown, Guilford, CT, $19,496
3. Les Bowler, South Hadley, MA, $12,431
4. Charles Cohen, Somers, NY, $9,960
5. Bradley Manter, Quincy, MA, $7,770
6. Antonio Monteleone, Milford, CT, $6,286
7. Ronnie Duke, Stratford, CT, $5,227
8. Hank Frkanec, Monroe, CT, $4,238
9. Richard Stanley, Revere, MA, $3,470
10. Noel Shankey, Yonkers, NY, $2,401

Event #11 • $400 NLHE
Entries: 312 • Prize Pool: 105,924
1. James Tatarzycki, Danbury, CT, $20,996
2. David Labriola, Oxford, CT, $11,500

3. Christopher Nethersole, New York, $10,000
4. Anthony Snyder, Leonia, NJ, $10,000
5. Joseph Azzi, Salem, NH, $10,000
6. David Rovinetti, Bristol, CT, $4,713
7. John Pito, Middletown, CT, $3,919
8. Clayton Chandanais, Fall River, MA, $3,178
9. Michael Giurleo, Burlington, MA, $2,611
10. Tim Lahey, Waterbury, CT, $1,800

Event #12 • $400 PLO
Entries: 67 • Prize Pool: 22,746
1. Brian Lee, Groton, CT, $4,892
2. Andrew Hippert, Manchester, NH, $4,890
3. Daniel Horan, Huntington, NY, $4,890
4. Jose Alicea, Bradenton, FL, $1,933
5. John Perry, Stamford, CT, $1,649
6. Brian Burr, Hyde Park, MA, $1,399
7. Alan McLaughlin, Saunderstown, RI, $1,217
8. Matthew Cooper, New Britain, CT, $1,024
9. Jonathan Fontaine, Springfield, MA, $852

Event #13 • $300 NLHE Re-entry
Entries: 309 • Prize Pool: $87,930
1. Tsung Min Lu, Flushing, NY, $20,664
2. John Cernuto, Las Vegas, $12,090
3. Jonathan Fontaine, Springfield, MA, $7,694
4. Jason Johnson, Bohemia, NY, $6,155
5. Willie Jenkins, Bronx, NY, $4,793
6. Cameron Shonka, Lincoln, NE, $3,868
7. Daniel Demeo, Ballston Lake, NY, $3,210
8. Scott Hastings, Hampton Bays, NY, $2,594
9. Kinnon Smallbone, Key West, FL, $2,120
10. Carol Souza, New Bedford, MA, $1,450

Event #14 • $400 Stud/8
Entries: 100 • Prize Pool: $33,950
1. Hong Lei, Old Lyme, CT, $4,450
2. Thomas Hunt, Las Vegas, NV, $4,450
3. Andrew Hippert, Manchester, NH, $4,450
4. Dana Gourley, Canterbury, NH, $4,450
5. Rodney LaPointe, Auburn, ME, $4,450
6. Larry St. Jean, Salisbury Beach, MA, $4,450
7. Ben Holland, Nashua, NH, $4,450
8. Philip Siuta, Unionville, CT, $1,527
9. Stephanie Muller, Schenectady, NY, $1,273
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Event #15 • $500 NLHE
Entries: 759 • Prize Pool: $323,941
1. Mazen Nesheiwat, Poughkeepsie, NY, $42,760
2. William Goldbach, Waterbury, CT, $27,918
3. Nicole DeFrancesco, New Haven, $27,438
4. Chris Ganias, Worcester, MA, $24,183
5. Suzanne Dines, Quincy, MA, $19,789
6. Adam Conway, Esperance, NY, $18,216
7. Jorge Miranda, Mastic, NY, $17,674
8. William Pappaconstantinou, Salem, NH, $15,341
9. Joseph Scianna, Oakdale, NY, $12,683
10. Carlos Posso, Chicago, $9,000

Event #16 • $1,500 NLHE
Entries: 212 • Prize Pool: $282,755
1. Micha Neugut, Brookline, MA, $49,875
2. John Dolan, Bonita Springs, FL, $45,000
3. Adrian Healey, West Hartford, CT, $40,000
4. Raymond Hicks, Salem, NH, $21,206
5. Richard Cozza, Hyde Park, NY, $15,976
6. Sal Attina, Hartsdale, NY, $13,007
7. Justin Pechie, Thompson, CT, $11,027
8. John Doucet, Potsdam, NY, $9,048
9. Brian Lesser, Weston, MA, $7,645

Event #17 • $400 HOSE
Entries: 113 • Prize Pool: $38,363
1. Carlo Sciannameo, Worcester, MA, $10,509
2. Donald Yucius, Duxbury, MA, $5,679
3. Shawn Boostrom, Rockland, MA, $5,679
4. Eric Kasman, Wappingers Falls, NY, $3,165
5. Ross Garlington, Marlborough, MA, $2,705
6. Michael Woods, Cana, VA, $2,225
7. James Martin, Fall River, MA, $1,765

8. “Detroit” Al Green, Weston, FL, $1,342
9. Ronnie Dulka, Stratford, CT, $923
10. Michael Depascale, Vienna, OH, $786

Event #18 • $300 Ladies
Entries: 310 • Prize Pool: $78,182
1. Mary Cronin, Brockton, MA, $15,436
2. Megan Milburn, Middlebury, CT, $14,000
3. Regina Brown, Cromwell, CT, $6,880
4. Kim Findura, Butler, NJ, $5,512
5. Patricia Schiavo, Randolph, MA, $4,300
6. Amanda Laverriere, Goffstown, NH, $3,479
7. Jacqueline Roy, Taunton, MA, $2,893
8. Lynda Jariabko, Framingham, MA, $2,345
9. Anna Dunn, Bronx, NY, $1,930
10. Sarah Olechnowski, Smithtown, NY, $1,329

Event #19 • $2,500 NLHE
Entries: 122 • Prize Pool: $275,140
1. Steven Tabb, Newton, MA, $67,316
2. Edward Galonek, Sturbridge, MA, $62,000
3. Avdo Djokovic, Staten Island, NY, $27,514
4. James French, Chevy Chase, MD, $22,699
5. Jacob Bazeley, Cincinnati, $19,398
6. Benjamin Little, Marion, OH, $15,958
7. Christopher Hunichen, Clayton, NC, $12,656
8. Brandon Novena, Pickerington, OH, $9,630
9. Kenneth Adams, Washington, $6,607
10. Jeffrey Vanchiro, Brooklyn, $5,640

Event #20 • $1K NLHE
Entries: 254 • Prize Pool: $224,205
1. Nathan Smith, Millbury, MA, $32,192
2. Feming Chan, West Windsor, NJ, $32,000
3. Jim Janczy, No. Dartmouth, MA, $29,000

4. Robert Skinner, Billerica, MA, $29,000
5. Alexander Rocha, S. Setauket, NY, $12,556
6. Souvanh Vilayvanh, Richland, NJ, $10,201
7. Toby Kasser, New City, NY, $8,520
8. David Dibiasio, Cranston, RI, $6,950
9. Menan Saydam, Potomac, MD, $5,844
10. Gordon Wilcox, Boston, $4,259

Event #21 • $400 Pairs

1. C.J. Mucciaccio, Middle Village, NY, $1,888
Daniel Mucciaccio, Middle Village, NY, $1,888
2. William Hymon, Brockton, MA, $1,888
Brian Jalbert, Dartmouth, MA, $1,888
3. Colin Maneval, Newton, MA, $1,500
Michael Mann, Westerly, RI, $1,500
4. John Segovia, Flushing, NY, $628
Noah Daiell, Roslyn, NY, $628
5. Arthur Wexler, So. Glens Falls, NY, $377
Patrick Perkins, Ft. Edward, NY, $376

Event #22 • $5K NLHE
Entries: 49 • Prize Pool: $228,144
1. Lawrence Lipman, Ft. Myers, FL, $66,381
2. Steve Barshak, Buffalo Grove, IL, $61,380
3. James Campbell, Marlborough, MA, $31,940
4. Jacob Bazeley, Cincinnati, $27,378
5. Michael Wang, Livingston, NJ, $22,814
6. Andrew Delisle, Quebec, $18,251

Event #23 • $500 NLHE Bounty
Entries: 309 • Prize Pool: $104,905
1. Louis Ciccotto, Seaford, NY, $13,456
2. Susan Mariano, Worcester, MA, $10,000
3. Anthony Silbert, Wakefield, RI, $10,000
4. Paul Dipietro, Melville, NY, $10,000

5. Stephen Sangermano, Lincoln, RI, $10,000
6. Erik Binienda, Worcester, MA, $4,900
7. Andrew Forslind, Center Harbor, NH, $4,900
8. Paul Darden, Hamden, CT, $4,900
9. Carmelo Cambareri, Mt. Kisco, NY, $4,900
10. Tony Sabbagh, Blue Point, NY, $4,900

Main Event • $10K NLHE
Entries: 242 • Prize Pool: $2,276,978
1. Jeff Forrest, Orlando, FL, $548,752
2. David Inselberg, Long Beach, NY, $325,608
3. Thomas Marchese, Boonton, NJ, $211,759
4. Nikolai Yakovenko, College Park, MD, $170,773
5. Keven Stammen, Coldwater, OH, $128,650
6. Mohsin Charania, Des Plaines, IL, $104,741
7. Sorel Mizzi, Las Vegas, $88,802
8. Besnik Ziba, New York, $72,863
9. Christopher Bonita, Winthrop, MA, $61,480
10. Benjamin Klier, Versailles, KY, $46,678
11. Jason Mercier, Davie, FL, $46,678
12. Hoyt Corkins, Las Vegas, $46,678
13. Mike Meskin, Belmont, MA, $39,847
14. Andrew Batkin, New York, $39,847
15. Bryon Springer, Kingston, Ontario, $39,847
16. Chris Hunichen, Clayton, NC, $33,016
17. Ronnie Bardah, Brockton, MA, $33,016
18. Ardavan Yazdi, Los Angeles, $33,016
19. Bryan Piccioli, Allegany, NY, $33,016
20. Robert Courtney, Millbury, MA, $33,016
21. Joshua Arieh, Alpharetta, GA, $27,779
22. Mike Beasley, Hollywood, FL, $27,779
23. Gerard Kane, Sea Cliff, NY, $27,779
24. Kyle Bowker, Walton, NY, $27,779
25. Gavin Smith, Las Vegas, $27,779
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OCT. 20, 2010 • CASINO AT DELAWARE PARK

Danny Bonaduce of Partridge Family and reality-TV fame hosted a celebrity bounty tournament
for charity. For just $85, players got to rub elbows with Bonaduce and former All-Pro Eagles
Hugh Douglas and Jeremiah Trotter. Scott Bradley won the event and nearly $4,500.

Danny Bonaduce
laughs it up with
the players.
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PLAYERS: 386 • POOL: $18,528 • BOUNTIES: $7,720
1. Scott Bradley, Stanton, DE, $4,448
2. Zach Gilbert, Wakefield, RI, $2,698
3. Austin Schufreider, Swedesboro, NJ, $1,806
4. Alan Wagenschnur, Middletown, DE, $1,260
5. John Kurz, Philadelphia, $945
6. Lan Le, Glen Mills, PA, $741
7. Patrick Basquil, Philadelphia, $626
8. Greg Disler, Kennett Sqaure, PA, $519
9. Paul Mikalaski, Silver Spring, MD, $445
10. Barry Isaacs, Middletown, DE, $352
11. Bill Keenan, Waldorf, MD, $352
12. Chris Harrison, Ocean City, MD, $352
13. Sidney Zeigbaum, Ocean City, MD, $265
14. Mike Acedo-Malaney, Philadelphia, $265
15. Mike Daprile, West Chester, PA, $265
16. Sergiy Konev, Cherry Hill, PA, $202
17. Bill Buckley, Middletown, DE, $202
18. Marc Gendleman, Annapolis, MD, $202
19. Tom Worley, Ridley, MD, $157
20. Jared Schaffstall, Aston, PA, $157
21. Robert Vega, Glenmoor, PA, $157
22. Ronald Smith, Malbern, PA, $157
23. Matt Knight, Middletown, DE, $157
24. Ed Palmer, Elliott City, MD, $157
25. Joe Ort, Annapolis, MD, $157
26. John Jenson, Newark, DE, $157
27. Mario Glover, Bear, DE, $157
28. Chris Sklowdowski, Wilmington, DE, $130
29. Michael Forehand, Avondale, PA, $130
30. Kevin Lee, Bear, DE, $130
31. Tom Hover, Newark, DE, $130
32. Tim Whitmoyer, Harrisburgh, PA, $130
33. Dirk Convery, Swedesboro, NJ, $130
34. Tom Hillen, Lancaster, PA, $130
35. James Dalton, Marlton, NJ, $130
36. Joe Gallagher, Haddon Township, NJ, $130

Joe del Tufo, Mobius New Media
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PLAYER PROFILE: KELLI MIX
An occasional interview with a local player • By Craig Fleck

BE GLAD SHE’S IN THE MIX

Kelli Mix wears many hats: wife, mother, author and poker player.
Mix, 38, also works hand in hand with the Poker Players Alliance to
help make strides for poker legalization in Georgia. Ante Up’s Craig
Fleck recently had an opportunity to talk with Mix about her life, her
book, her position with the PPA and, of course, poker.
Where are you from originally? Homer, Mich.
What is your official title with the PPA? I am the Georgia state director.
How long have you been in poker and could you tell me about the path to this
job? My dad taught me and my siblings how to play when we were
little. On Christmas one time the family played a poker game to determine the order of opening gifts. Every time you won a hand you got
to open a present.
One evening while I was traveling for work I was laying in my hotel
fed up with my job and turned on the TV and saw the WPT. I thought.
“There’s that game we used to play at our house when I was little!” I
called my husband and said, “I’m going to quit my job and become a
poker player.” About a week later my husband brought home a stack
of poker books and said, “Read every one of these and then I will take
you to a casino.” Sure enough, I read them and we went to Atlantic
City where I promptly won a $1,000 seat into a limit tournament at
the Borgata. I played all the way to the end until there were 16 of us in
the room. I remember looking around at the players left, Ted Forrest,
Men the Master, Chip Jett and thinking, I cannot believe my beginner’s luck. They knocked me out in 16th on the bubble and while I did
feel like a big loser for not even getting to open a Christmas present, I
was officially hooked on the game.
What have you been doing to get legal live poker in Georgia? I have met
with several congressmen and written letters on behalf of our cause. I
host a charity event once a year that pulls in new PPA members. I also
filmed a short commercial for the PPA about being a mom that plays
poker. I really want people to understand that poker has come a long way
and it’s not shameful to say I just fixed
dinner and put the kids to bed, now I’m
going to a poker game.
How did you come up with the idea of
writing your book, Official Rules of Poker? I
was writing some articles for a newspaper and mentioned poker in one of
them. David Rozansky at Flying Penn
Press found me through the article and
asked if I had any interest in writing the
book.
What was the reception of the book and
do you have any other plans for writing? The
book has been very well-received and I
have had several people ask when I’m going to write an updated version of the book. The rules of poker are always changing and new
rules are being added, so I really do need to get busy with an update.
I went to the last Tournament Directors Association meeting where I
really got a lot of good suggestions, so I have some chapters started. I
still do some freelance writing for magazines and websites. I was just
published in the Christmas release of Chicken Soup for the Soul. Maybe
I can talk them into doing a Chicken Soup for the Poker Players Soul. On

Kelli Mix is the
PPA state director
for Georgia.

second thought, a book full of bad beats would probably not sell.
What’s your game of choice? Predominately no-limit Texas Hold’em. I
mostly play cash games, but I do play in a tournament every once in
a while.
What did you do before your current position? I worked in software development back when I was traveling. Now I actually own a toy store and
an antique store in Newnan, Ga. I play poker a few nights a week.
What is the strangest thing you have come across since entering the poker
world? At the casino I was playing in a game with the same guy for
several hours. We kept getting tangled up in hands together where
I would have one hand higher than him every time. He would have
a queen-high flush and I would have a king-high flush for example.
Well, he was getting frustrated when we got into a final hand where the
board came 6-7-8-10-K and we got it all-in. We flipped over our cards
and he said, “We both have a straight,” which we did, but I had the J-9
and he just had the nine so my straight was higher. It was the last straw
for him. He jumped from his chair and started grabbing the chips. He
was sticking them into his pockets and his bag then he ran. Yes, just
like a child, he ran from the table with chips flying everywhere. We
were all completely shocked and suddenly four guards tackled him to
the floor and dragged him back and made him empty all of his chips
on the table. It was the first time I realized how well the security monitors tables. It was pretty strange, but very funny.

WIN A truck AND cASH
This December
Win a 2011 Ford® F150 on Thursday, December 30 at 7:00pm.
Enter weekly drawings for $500 cash on Thursdays, from December 2 to 23, starting at 7:00pm.
Rack up drawing tickets while playing during the following times: Mondays through Fridays,
from 1:00am to noon, Saturdays & Sundays from 3:00am to noon.

I-10, Exit 27 Lake Charles, LA • 1-800-THE-ISLE (843-4753) • www.isleofcapricasinos.com
© 2010 Isle of Capri Casinos, Inc. Must be 21 or older. Must be present to win cash and vehicle. Ford is a registered trademark of the Ford Motor Company. Actual vehicle may differ from picture
shown. Once a ticket is drawn, the winner will have 10 minutes to claim prize at the poker room podium or the next ticket will be drawn until a winner is chosen. Valid only at Isle of Capri
Casino Hotel Lake Charles. Disregard if prohibited from visiting Louisiana casinos.
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Pennsylvania

Chester gets WSOPC event
The final addition to the 2001 WSOP circuit
tour schedule will be April 28-May 9 at Harrah’s
in Chester, Pa., the highest-grossing poker room
in Pennsylvania.
The property is just south of the Philadelphia
airport on the Delaware River waterfront.
The 25-table WSOP-branded poker room
is new and ready to host its first WSOP circuit
event, which is sure to become a regular stop on
the tour.
The property’s convention space will be
turned into a tournament facility to offer more
than 50 tables for WSOPC action. This stop will
also award points toward the cumulative total,
along with two automatic seats into the seasonending 100-seat televised tournament for a
WSOP gold bracelet.
Two Keystoners captured
WSOPC titles at the Horseshoe Casino in Hammond,
Ind., near Chicago.
Brent Keller, from
Horsham, Pa., won his second career circuit ring and
$13K, this time in the $350
Omaha/8 event that attracted 176 players. His
first WSOPC win came in New Orleans in 2009
in PLO and earned him $49K.
• Jeremy Schwartz of Philly “officially” collected $42,758 and the gold ring during a fourway deal that gave him the title in the $560
NLHE event that had 405 players.
Joseph Domyslowski of
Pittsburgh defeated David
Costain of St. Clairsville,
Ohio, for the $330 Score
Big Tournament on Oct.
10 at the Meadows Casino
poker room. Domyslowski’s two pair held up against
Costain’s straight flush draw at the showdown
of the final hand. Domyslowski has played poker for about four years and this was his first big
tournament win, defeating more than 90 players. Costain, a tournament veteran for more
than 20 years, has five World Series of Poker
cashes under his belt. Here are the results:
1. Joseph Domyslowski, Pittsburgh, $9,936
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2. David Costain, St. Clairsville, OH, $5,106
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Kentucky

3. Frederick Ferdiani, Dormont, PA, $3,174
4. Lowell Cowell, Morgantown, WV, $2,346
5. Evan Lyle, Ford City, PA, $1,518
6. Brenda Dallapiazza, Oakdale, PA, $1,380
7. Sean Rogan, Bethel Park, PA, $1,212
8. Robert Hollick, Washington, PA, $1,104
9. Anthony Lutch, Somerset, PA, $966
10. James Weaver, Coraopolis, PA, $828

Kurt Jewell earned
nearly $250 million
for his victory.

JEWELL WINS WSOPC HAMMOND

It took three consecutive 12-plus hour
days of playing, but Kurt Jewell of Frankfort, Ky., is the WSOPC main event champ
at the Horseshoe Casino in Hammond,
Ind. He officially collected $242,909 in
prize money and received his first circuit
gold ring.
Also, he won two prepaid seats: the $10K
regional championship and the $1 million
freeroll national championship, which will
take place in Las Vegas in May.
Jewell is a 25-year-old graduate of Eastern Kentucky University. He holds a degree
in sports management and hopes to
work in sports at some point when
the “right opportunity comes
along,” he said.
But until then, Jewell is content with grinding out a living by
playing poker professionally.
He has six WSOPC cashes, in-

cluding a runner-up finish at Horseshoe
Council Bluffs in July and a third-place finish in October at Southern Indiana.
Focused and determined from start
to finish, Jewell was chipleader from the
middle of Day 2 until the late stages of the
tournament. He lost the lead temporarily when a few of the shorter stacks managed to double through him, but he was
able to regain his advantage and win his
first major title. The runner-up was Jared
Kenworthy of Independence, Mo., collecting $150,104. The $1,600 championship
attracted the largest tournament field
in WSOPC history (872 players).
KENTUCKY BLUE POKER CREW: Josh
“Bieber” took down 105 players at the latest monthly event
and will compete for a $10,000
WSOP Main Event seat at the
end of the season.

New Jersey
Borgata $250K Double Play
$1,090 NLHE • Oct. 17-19
411 Entries • Prize pool: $411,000
1. LEONID LERNER (BROOKLYN, NY): $101,860
2. PAUL GORAY (GLEN BURNIE, MD): $58,803
3. DEAN MARTIN (CHAMBERSBURG, PA): $35,880
4. JASON HENRICI (OLD TAPPAN, NJ): $28,904
5. PAUL DROHAN (NEW YORK, NY): $22,724
6. EUGENE JUERGENS (BRIGHTON, MI): $18,937
7. DAVID WILLIAMS (SYKESVILLE, MD): $15,149
8. JAYAKRISHNAN NAIR (REDMOND, WA): $11,561
9. MICHAEL LAVIN (BEVERLY, NJ): $7,973
10. CHRISTOPHER KLODNICKI (PHILADELPHIA, PA): $5,183
11. DINESH RAMNAUTH (BRONX, NY): $5,183
12. ROBERT SANTILLI (JACKSON, NJ): $5,183
13. JACK BARNES (BRICK, NJ): $3,987

14. JESSE ALEXIS COHEN (ARDMORE, PA): $3,987
15. DAVID VIGIL (VIRGINIA BEACH, VA): $3,987
16. HARRY PIACITELLI (PLYMOUTH MEETING, PA): $3,149
17. CHENGXUAN SHI (KNG OF PRUSSA, PA): $3,149
18. WOO SHIN (PISCATAWAY, NJ): $3,149
19. SACHIN RAMRAKHANI (FORT LEE, NJ): $2,472
20. AMIN AKHLAGHI (RICHMOND HILL, CAN): $2,472
21. MICHAEL FISH (LAKEWOOD, NJ): $2,472
22. PATRICIA BARSANTI-CHOU (METUCHEN, NJ): $2,472
23. JOSEPH CRAMER (GARDNERS, PA): $2,472
24. IBRAIM IBRAIMOVIC (BROOKLYN, NY): $2,472
25. FOTIOS NICOLES (CLIFTON, NJ): $2,472
26. LEONARDO PALERMO (ORTLEY BEACH, NJ): $2,472
27. TODD TERRY (HOBOKEN, NJ): $2,472
28. ARTYEM PERLOV (FORT LEE, NJ): $2,193
29. BRYAN BINDERT (WENONAH, NJ): $2,193
30. KEVIN ZULAUF (LINCOLN PARK, NJ): $2,193

PRO POKER EYEWEAR
www.BlueSharkOptics.com
Use code Holidays2010 for a 10% discount

JOHN LANIER • A look at online poker

MERCIER: BEST IN BOTH WORLDS?
Mercier’s career tournaments
LIVE EARNINGS: $4 million-plus • ONLINE: $1,071,521
LIVE CASHES: 42 • LIVE WINS: 9 • WSOP BRACELETS: 1

J

ason Mercier from Davie, Fla., seems to know how to play poker. There
are few legitimate challengers to best player in the world as most give that
crown to Phil Ivey. His ability to play all forms of poker well, along with his
success online in high-stakes cash games, make this hard to contest.
But I would argue there exists a second layer of greatness: the ability to
win online tournaments as well as brick and mortar, and here is where Mercier fits best. Most young Internet pros struggle with their first year of tackling live poker. The online game just doesn’t play the same for most young
guns taking their shots. But that was never a problem for Mercier.
He certainly is an exception as he achieved early fame not from his online
game, but rather from his live wins in Europe. He won an EPT event for
about $1 million in 2008. Mercier seems to avoid the nose-bleed levels of
online cash games, which is probably wise, just ask Gus Hansen, who was
down about $4 million in online cash games this year as of press time.
Mercier followed up his first victory with another in 2008 at the EPT
London. He started 2009 proving he was no fluke, cashing five times in the
L.A. Poker Classic, including a win in a pot-limit Omaha event. Jason got his
first WSOP bracelet that same year, winning the PLO Event 5 for $237,000.
He then finished fourth in the WSOP Europe Main Event and won another
EPT London event. Mixed games also seem to be profitable for Mercier,
winning the Five Diamond H.O.R.S.E. event for $100K. Other victories
this year include a Southern Poker Championship undercard event and the
High Roller Bounty Shootout at the NAPT Mohegan Sun in Connecticut.
And he made the final table of the NAPT in L.A. last month.
But this is an online column, so we can’t forget in September he took
down the PokerStars WCOOP’s $1,050 NLHE $3 million guarantee event,
defeating 3,122 players for $435,862. This victory is added to his FTOPS
win in May 2009 and his WCOOP Omaha victory in September 2009.
With all of his success in the biggest online and live tournaments in the
world, it isn’t hard to imagine Mercier being mentioned as the best player
on the planet someday.
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A chat with Greg Raymer
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Greg Raymer is the 2004 World Series of Poker Main Event
champion. Though that may be a live event, Raymer’s involvement
with PokerStars and his passion for getting the Unlawful Internet
Gambling Enforcement Act repealed makes him one of the greatest online advocates in the world. Ante Up’s Chris Cosenza ran into
Raymer at this year’s WSOP November Nine and asked him about
the recent elections and online poker regulation.
How disappointed were you with these past elections? I just wish the
Libertarians would win more. I don’t think the answer is switching
to Democrat or Republican. As one commentator put it ... “OK,
great, we’ve thrown out the Democrats and we’ve brought in a
bunch of Republicans. But what are we going to do if they don’t
fix things?” Then what, we’re going to throw them out and put in
who? And that’s the problem. I think in this point in history both
parties are slight variations of the same thing. I don’t think here’s a
massive difference between the two. You need to toss them out and
vote Libertarian.
What do you think the future of online poker is now as far as regulation in
the United States? I think we actually have a quite good shot at getting
something through the lame-duck session. I don’t think it’s a lock or
anything close. I’m not going to give a number or play oddsmaker,

Raymer had some fun words for the November Nine.

but I think we have a good legitimate shot at getting some significant litigation through the lame-duck Congress and no reason to
think the kind of Legislation we’re talking about won’t be signed by
Obama. If people want to help and they’re not already a member
they need to join the PPA at www.joinppa.org and become a member, pay your dues, let us use that money to lobby the congressmen
and try to get this thing done. — Christopher Cosenza

Photos by Jonathan Dennis
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Family and friends sandwich
Jonathan Duhamel with his
nearly $9 million.

O CANADA!

With the support of his Canadian contingent, Jonathan Duhamel fights through a tough final table
to become the first from the Great White North to win the World Sereis of Poker Main Event.
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n July, during his run at the World Series of Poker main event, Jonathan Duhamel could be seen shadow boxing in the Rio poker room
as a way of keeping himself pumped. The self-proclaimed adrenaline
junkie added to this image a black hoodie, which may have given the
impression he was a prize fighter. And fight for a prize he did.
The Canadian from Boucherville, Quebec, entered the final table
as the overwhelming chipleader, but he got knocked down to the short
stack halfway through Round 1 of this nine-player bout for the world
title. And just like a true champion he got up off the mat and landed
a knockout blow to capture the 2010 WSOP Main Event bracelet and
the $8.9 million that goes along with it.
Duhamel would square off against John Racener, the 24-year-old
pro from Tampa, Fla., on Day 2 of the final table with what turned
out to be an insurmountable 6-to-1 chip advantage. Racener, to his
credit, built his stack from 30 million to 40 million at one point, and
it looked as though his now legendary patience might actually pay
off against Duhamel. But the escalating blinds and Duhamel’s relent-

less pressure proved too much to overcome in the youngest heads-up
match in main-event history. On the final hand, with blinds at a staggering 800K-1.6M, Duhamel shoved with AS-JH. Like he always does,
Racener thought it over carefully and called with KD-8D. The final
board, 4C-4D-9S-6C-5C, sent the Duhamel fans scurrying toward the
table to lift their champion on their shoulders.
“It was a very tough table,” said Duhamel, who is the first Canadian to win the title. “I knew if I made any kind of mistakes I’m going
to pay the price. ... I played the best I could and I have to give credit
to all the other guys, especially to John Racener, who played very well
to get to heads-up play. It was an amazing run.”
Racener’s family and friends embraced him as he took it in stride,
pocketing nearly $5.6 million for second, ending the final table’s last
of three chances to crown the first Floridian world champ.
When asked what he would take away from this experience Racener said, “The money!” showing his great sense of humor. “It
was just a great experience. I’ve always dreamed of being in this

a
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“Jonathan is a really aggressive player,” Cheong
spot, and even though I got second I’m still just so
thrilled.”
said. “He had been three-betting me a lot. I’d been
Interestingly, a hand that gave Racener hope
four-betting a lot, so the whole dynamic set up for
about an hour earlier would prove to be the demise
it to be a good place for me to ship, especially when
of his shot at the title. On the 11th hand of headshe had 60 million behind, he could easily five-bet
up play Duhamel shoved with KH-4C and Racener
fold to me. And there’s also the fact that Racener
instacalled with QS-QD.
had about 20 million on the side, so I thought he
“I peeled the queens and I was just so happy,” said
might fold a lot of better aces.”
Racener, who had begun the final table in fourth
Cheong earned $4.1 million for third, but the
with 19 million chips. “That’s what made me call
Californian will forever be haunted by what could
with the king-eight because it was about the same
have been. And he’ll be reminded of it every time
number of chips. I had like 17 million, and when I
he enters the World Series and sees the massive
had the queens it was like 15 (million), so once I saw
banner of Duhamel hanging from the rafters or
Racener’s patience paid
the king-eight and it was suited I just had to go with
standing in the halls.
off, quite literally.
that type of hand. He played real solid. I thought he
“It means so much to me,” said Duhamel, who
was going to be more aggressive and it kind of threw
is the first French-speaking champ, though his Engme off a little bit, and I was like, ‘This is going to be
lish is pretty good, too. “All my life I dreamed of
harder than I thought.’ I did think he was going to try to play real fast this and to be called a champion is just so amazing. I don’t realize
and one in five hands I’d eventually trap him, you know? But it didn’t right now what’s happening. It’s just crazy and I’m the happiest guy
work out that way.”
on Earth.”
That means Duhamel’s plan worked to perfection.
HOW THE REST WENT HOME
“I knew he would think I was going to be aggressive because I was
FILIPPO CANDIO: The Italian was very inactive at the final table, seemso aggressive at the final table,” Duhamel said, “but I wanted to mix
it up and not be so obvious with my game. I didn’t fold at all, but I ingly just waiting for others to get eliminated so he could move up,
limped a little bit and tried to confuse him. I tried to balance my game and that’s exactly what he did, finishing fourth for $3.09M. After not
as best I could. … He had just 12 big blinds so I think with the king- entering a pot for about an hour, he went all-in short-stacked with
four it’s a good play to just shove and try to win the blinds. With the KD-QD and Cheong called with AC-3C. An ace flopped and it was
king-eight it was a good call from him, it was just unfortunate for him over by the turn.
MICHAEL MIZRACHI: The Grinder let this one slip away. He came
I had ace-jack.”
When the final hand ended the chants of “Doo-Ha-Mel! Doo-Ha- into the final table in seventh place with only 14.45M chips, but he
outplayed the field and grabbed the chip lead. If the Grinder is anyMel!” from the Canadian fans
thing he’s a risk-taker and he
wearing Montreal Canadiens
doubled-up other players when
jerseys were deafening. But
he didn’t have to, most notably
what might have been even
Grinder ponders what
Duhamel and Racener.
more deafening was the loud
might
have
been
“Unfortunately I didn’t
thud you may have heard two
win, but I’m happy with myafter losing a coinflip
nights earlier when Joseph
self,” said the Miramar, Fla.,
with Duhamel.
Cheong’s ego got the best of
resident. “It could have been
him.
worse. Fifth is OK; I’m happy
It’s customary when tourwith fifth.”
nament play reaches threeThe play that people will
handed for the big stacks to
question for years to come
generally avoid each other uncame in a battle of the blinds
til the short stack is eliminated.
with Duhamel. Mizrachi was
It’s not collusion; it’s just comchipleader with about 55M
mon sense. But Cheong wantand in the big blind with 3-3.
ed nothing to do with that. In
Duhamel, in the small blind
what would be the largest pot
with about 25M, raised the
in WSOP history at 176.4 milstandard 3x.
lion chips, Cheong was leading
Unbelievably, Grinder shoved and Duhamel called fairly quickly
with a little more than 90 million chips. Duhamel had almost 90M
and Racener was around 25M. Cheong raised to 2.9M on the but- with AS-9D. The flop came with a nine and Duhamel turned another
ton, Duhamel three-bet to 6.75M and Racener got out of the way. nine for good measure to double through Grinder.
“I was really surprised he called,” Mizrachi said. “I don’t know,
Cheong then four-bet to 14.25M, Duhamel five-bet to 22.75M and
Cheong six-bet shoved. Duhamel called immediately with Q-Q. What maybe he felt like gambling, maybe he thought he was short, gave up,
did Cheong have? AS-7H. The crowd moaned and Duhamel’s fans I don’t know. If I win that pot I have like (80 million) chips. I’m glad I
erupted. The board was 3D-9H-2C-6S-8S, essentially handing Racen- had pocket threes there instead of aces because that would have really
been a bad beat. ... I wanted to be in that situation where I had a big,
er a free $1.5 million.
“I wasn’t folding those queens” Duhamel said, “but I was very un- big stack. ... He only had like 12 big blinds and I had enough chips
happy he decided to play. For me, my goal out there, because John to take that risk. I’ve said when I have enough chips I’m going to take
Racener was so short, I wanted to wait until he doubled-up or busted. those risks. Sometimes you have to gamble.”
Grinder ultimately was short and eliminated when Duhamel slowBut then I saw Joseph Cheong wanted to play a lot of poker. So I decided, ‘OK, I’m gonna dance with him a little bit, but not too much.’ played A-A in the small blind. He let Mizrachi see a flop from the big
And when I picked up those queens it was just an automatic call for blind and hit top pair (queens). They got it all-in and Grinder
didn’t improve, taking home $2.3 million and ending an incredme.”
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FOUR MONTHS LATER, KASSELA GETS HIS DUE
By Garrett Roth

away and call yourself the “razz champion” for the year since it’s the
Winning a World Series of Poker bracelet is considered to be one only razz tournament they run each year.”
The $25K event was a whole new territory for Kassela, who had
of the greatest accomplishments in a poker player’s career. Capturing
two bracelets cements them as an elite champion of the game. Become no intentions of playing the tournament unless he started the WSOP
WSOP Player of the Year and you’re in the same stratosphere as Dan- with a run of success.
“I’m not a very good hold’em player,” said Kassela, who said he has
iel Negreanu, Allen Cunningham and Jeffrey Lisandro.
Frank Kassela accomplished all of three of these amazing feats at been focusing on PLO and NLHE cash games of late. “To throw that
the 2010 WSOP, which is incredible when you consider how his poker kind of money out for the $25K was tough for me. It was probably one
of the most stressful tournaments I’ve ever played and I have played
career began in Memphis.
“I moved to Memphis in 1993, just around the time they opened the $50K (Players Championship) every year, except this year. The
the first casinos in Tunica, Miss.,” he said. “Back then, groups of us biggest difference, though, was that the $50K has a broad range of
would drive an hour down there and basically just goof around. Most games, which I’m more comfortable with. I’m not as comfortable of a
no-limit player, especially six-handed. It turns
of them would play slots or blackjack, but I
into a hyper-aggressive form of hold’em and
would usually just play poker. We had some
it’s really stressful. It turned out to be a great
seven-card stud games back then, but the big
tournament and I think if Shawn (Buchanan)
games were $20-$40 limit hold’em, PLO and
doesn’t suck out on me, I have a really good
triple-draw lowball.
chance, heads-up, against Dan (Kelly) to win
“Back then, you had to play the game that
my third bracelet.”
people wanted to play, whatever the action
Buchanan had made an all-in move with
was that night. We usually had the $20-$40
an
open-ended straight draw and just one
LHE game going, but Wednesdays and SatKassela gets his next three WSOP
card to come. Kassela called with two pair
urdays we would play $5-$10-$25 PLO and a
Main Events paid for as POY.
and Buchanan got there as Kassela missed a
couple nights a week we would get the triplegolden opportunity for his WSOP hat trick.
draw game going as high as $300-$600.”
Kassela also had to fade an incredible run
But he didn’t play his first tournament until the 2000 WSOP Main Event, and he’s come a long way since. From by 2010 Ante Up WSOP Player of the Year Michael “Grinder” Miz2003-09, he had tournament earnings of more than $1 million. Those rachi, who could have tied Kassela for the POY title if he had won the
years of grinding tournaments prepared him for one of the most im- main event. Given his prowess in various forms of poker and Grinder’s
fifth-place finish at the November Nine, Kassela, who now lives in Las
pressive breakout years of any player in history.
He started his remarkable journey by winning Event 27, the $10K Vegas, is a well-deserved recipient of the WSOP Player of the Year
stud/8 world championship for $447,000. He followed that victory title.
“It was a great performance by me, but I think Frank Kassela detwo weeks later by winning Event 40, the $2,500 razz title for another
$215K. But in case you thought he was only a stud player, Kassela serves it,” Grinder said right after he was eliminated from the main
then placed third in the largest buy-in no-limit hold’em tournament event. “He won two bracelets and I’m proud of him. And I’m happy
in WSOP history, the $25K six-max, Event 52. He cashed for a cool that he won it. He’s a great guy. It would have been cool if both of
our posters were up, but that’s not the case. But I wish Frank Kassela
$556K.
“The first bracelet was worth half a million dollars and winning well and hopefully next year I’ll have as good a performance as I did
your first bracelet is a big thing,” he said, “but I love razz, so to win the this year.”
razz bracelet was really cool to me. Me and Mike Sexton were talking — You can email Garrett at roth@anteupmagazine.com and follow him on
and he said that if you win the razz, it’s the only event you can walk Twitter @GarrettRoth.
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son County Kennel Club dealer was out with
almost $1.8M.
ible World Series.
JASON SENTI: “Fear the Stash!” was the rally“I can’t complain. To win the Players
ing cry of this bearded Minnesota man, who
Championship and make two other final
seemed to have more lives than Bill Murray in
tables and finish fifth in the main event, you
Groundhog Day. But eventually he had to put it
know I can’t complain. It was an unbelievable
all-in with A-K vs. Cheong’s pocket 10s. It was
run and I wish every year could be like this. It
a heartbreaker as he flopped three kings, but
would have been great if I had won it. ... but
runner-runner gave Cheong a straight. Senti
I’m happy with my performance.”
got $1.35M for finishing seventh.
JOHN DOLAN: The first of the Florida Three
Dolan said he just couldn’t
MATTHEW JARVIS: This elimination is too good
to be eliminated, Dolan just couldn’t get anyget anything going.
to wrap up in a graph or two. Please see our
thing going all night. He came into the match
story on the next page. Jarvis received $1.045M
second in chips (46M).
for eighth place.
“It was very frustrating,” said the 24-yearCUONG “SOI” NGUYEN: At almost the 90-minute mark Nguyen shoved
old from Bonita Springs, Fla. “I don’t think I ever got above what I
his 7.6M chips in the middle with AD-KC and Senti reshoved with
started with today. But it’s all right.”
Dolan, an online pro who admitted to being bored because of two queens. Senti flopped a set, Nguyen picked up a straight draw
the incredibly slow pace of the final table, shoved all-in with 13 big on the turn but he paired his king on the river to go home with
blinds and just Q-5. Duhamel’s 4-4 held up and the former Jeffer- nothing more than the original $811,823 he got paid in July.
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Grinder celebrates the ace on the river.

Twice the historic hand
By Christopher Cosenza

Photo by Jonathan Dennis

After a player wins the World Series main event the two cards he
held on the final hand is sort of reserved for him. Then if he manages to win another title while holding those same cards the hand is
named after him, a la Doyle Brunson and his 10-2.
But what about when exact hand matchups and virtually identical community cards return from poker’s past to again inflict historical implications? Such was the case about three and a half hours
into this year’s final table.
Michael “Grinder” Mizrachi called Matthew Jarvis’ all-in with
Grinder holding AD-QD vs. Jarvis’ 9-9. What ensued was one of the
most exciting final-table moments in history. The flop came Q-Q-8,
giving Grinder the lead for the moment. After the vocal Grinder
clan settled down, the dealer turned a two-outer for Jarvis, giving
him his full house and sending the Penn & Teller Theater into a
frenzy. But the roller-coaster ride had one more inverted 3-G moment left as the AS fell on the river to eliminate Jarvis and send the
Grinders into hysteria.
“When the nine comes it’s like a burst of energy, but I knew he
had seven outs,” Jarvis said. “It’s all good. He has to call there. He
played it right and I played it right. It’s a hard game and we can only
do as much as we can.”
“When I flat and he moves in behind me, I thought my ace-queen
was in a coin-flip,” Grinder said. “I was getting the right price and
I had some gambling chips. The flop came Q-Q-8. Everyone got
excited, but you can’t celebrate yet because two outs is two outs. He
hit the two-outer and then I found a way to hit a seven-outer.”
Indeed, it was a remarkable hand, and would go down as one of
a kind in WSOP history if it hadn’t happened before. You see, with
10 players remaining in the 2003 main event and Phil Ivey having
an incredible WSOP, he held two nines and ran into destiny. Chris
Moneymaker, still just the lucky Tennessee accountant at the time,
held A-Q and got all-in with Ivey. The same flop (just substitute a
six for the eight), turn and river (it was even the AS) sent Ivey to the
rail and kicked off the “Moneymaker Effect.”
If that hadn’t happened the way it did, you wouldn’t be in a
poker room today and you certainly wouldn’t be reading this article.
So, with all due respect to Grinder-Jarvis, this matchup belongs in
history to Moneymaker-Ivey.
But what about a name? Shouldn’t the matchup that ultimately
allowed this poker craze to begin have some sort of moniker? We
think so, and would like to nominate “The Boom!” After all, it twice
was the shot heard ’round the World (Series), and, obviously, kicked
off the poker boom.
Of course we don’t expect the name to catch on. There’s likely
a better chance of poker being played on Mars than this moment
arising again on poker’s biggest stage.
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WESTERN PA. WEST VIRGINIA
It’s a very interesting time in poker for this area of the country. One state is enjoying a boom
with new rooms opening this past summer, while the other state is struggling with its new
competition. The good news is players have a lot to choose from when it comes to poker.
PENNSYLVANIA

Meadows Casino
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It’s safe to say if you’ve been in the poker industry
for more than a quarter century you know a thing
or two about regulations. Peter Lau is no exception, and he used this experience to his advantage. While the rest of the Pennsylvania poker
rooms were busily trying to get their bad-beat
and other jackpot-related promotions approved,
Lau opted for having all of his tournament paperwork and requests in order. “I put that as my first priority,” the Meadows’ poker room manager said. “Tournaments are the main thing.”
Indeed, and his room was the only Pennsylvania room approved for
tournaments almost from the get-go, which gave him a huge advantage. Other rooms have since been approved to run tournaments, but
the Meadows has an established schedule with regulars filling the seats.
Here’s a little more information about Lau and his poker room:
TABLES: 26
GAMES-LIMITS: $2-$4 limit; $1-$2, ($50-$200 buy-in) and $2-$5
NLHE, with a $5-$10 game on weekends. An Omaha game might
spread once or twice a month.
SPECIALS: There is a bad beat, but other promotions are more interesting. You can spin the wheel for prizes if you make quads or a
straight flush, plus there’s Full House Frenzy on Fridays. Make a full
house and you’ll get a ticket for a drawing. There’s also a money machine that looks like a phone booth. Money is blown all around you
and you have to grab as much as you can (think Price is Right kitschy).
“It’s kinda fun but we’re too loose,” Lau said with a laugh. “They
grab everything. They’re not supposed to pin (the money) against the
glass.” Also, Player Appreciation Day is Sunday with tickets given for
drawings.
TOURNAMENTS: There’s a full schedule, but the Midnight Madness event is popular on Friday and Saturday (12K chips, 20-minute
blinds). “It’s done by 3:30 a.m.,” Lau said.
AMENITIES: Yes, you can eat at the tables and a waitress will take your
order and bring you the food. There’s also a Bravo tracking system
that rewards you with a dollar an hour on your comp card. Snacks are
spread out at the room’s entrance (doughnuts and fruit in the morning, sandwiches for major tournaments) and there’s a bar dedicated to

Parx Casino
215-639-9000 | www.parxcasino.com
THE SKINNY: Yes, this poker room is in Philadelphia and belongs
in our November issue with the rest of the Eastern Pennsylvania
reviews, but the Parx Poker Room hadn’t opened by the time we
went to press. The soft opening for the 24-table room came on
Nov. 3, with a grand opening on Nov. 5.
The room in the Parx East Building hopes to expand to 61 tables once tournaments are approved, and is run by Ari Mizrachi,
a well-known and well-respected manager. Parx, which has the
Bravo system and roughly 70 TVs in the room, is spreading a
variety of games and limits, including $4-$8, $8-$16, $15-$30
and $30-$60 limit hold’em, $1-$2, $2-$5 and $5-$10 NLHE,
$4-$8 and $8-$16 stud/8 and Omaha/8 (the O/8 game is with
a half-kill). You can’t eat at the table, but you’re welcome to eat
at the full-service bar that’s in the poker room.
the room. If you’re a high-limit player you can get a security box in
the cage, though most of them are taken.
HOW LONG HAVE YOU BEEN IN POKER? “About 25-26 years,” Lau said. “I
started at the Bicycle Club as a dealer and dual-rate floor. I came to
the East Coast to be assistant manager at Foxwoods (in Connecticut).
I helped start Foxwoods and I started Mohegan Sun (in Connecticut).
And I started Wheeling (Island’s poker room). I’ve been around.”
WHAT CAN A PLAYER EXPECT FROM YOUR ROOM? “First-class service and
proficient dealers,” he said. “Bravo counts hands per hour, and I post
it every week. The winner gets something special. We make sure they
get at least 30 hands per hour. If you’re playing a high-limit game
you’re charged time. So you won’t get a slow dealer. The national
average is 30 hands per hour. By pushing it, they improve week after
week. So the customer will know they’ll have minimal break-in dealers. Tournaments will be run efficiently, run by the rules of the TDA
and as professional as they can get. The dealers are more proficient
because we monitor it. A lot of the good dealers followed us from
Wheeling. We offer a product differentiation. If (the competition has)
$4-$8, we have $2-$4, and that’s perfect. I don’t get into theirs and
they don’t get into mine.”

ROAD TRIP

Rivers Casino
412-231-7777 | theriverscasino.com
When you’re poker room is quite literally a
9-iron from Heinz Field, you just know you’re
going to be busy on game day. Throw into
the mix the downtown Pittsburgh business
crowd and you have the recipe
for some great poker play.
And that’s what day-shift
manager Sam Rudman
will tell you if you ask
him what the room is
like.
“We have great action,” he said. “But our
room is quiet with soft lighting as well.”
Rudman is already legendary in his new
room, not standing for any abuse or angleshooting from his players.
“We make you welcome,” he said. “We
have fair and equitable rulings.”
Indeed, and if you see Sam, ask him about
the time he resembled a big-league umpire as
he was throwing out a belligerent player.
The room was recently approved for tournaments, which are run twice a day (noon
and 7:30 p.m.) and there are special events
on weekends. Here’s the skinny on the River
Casino’s spacious poker room:
TABLES: 24

GAMES/LIMITS: $4-$8 limit, $1-3, $2-5, $5$10, $10-$20 NLHE, $1-3 PLO every night,
$4-$8 Omaha with a full kill.
SPECIALS: The bad beat is aces full of jacks,
but they also have high hands that are paid
twice a day.
AMENITIES: There is a players card, the Bravo system, which is great for tracking players,

and you can eat at the tables with 24-hour
tableside food service.
WHAT CAN A PLAYER EXPECT FROM YOUR ROOM:
“We have a young, eager staff (80 dealers)
and you can expect a warm atmosphere,”
Rudman said. “We want our players to know
we will be looking our for them when they are
here. And did I say we have a lot of action?”

GOOD THING YOUR NEST EGG
WON’T CRACK LIKE THESE ACES!
Call Jason White • Financial Planner
866.77WEALTH

200 9th Avenue North, Suite 150,
Safety Harbor, FL 34695

Let me design a plan to help
protect your retirement bankroll.

It’ll be the best call you ever make!
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WEST VIRGINIA
Mountaineer River
304-387-8458 | www.mountaineerpoker.com
With Pennsylvania now cutting into the West Virginia poker market, it’s only natural to wonder what poker rooms such
as Mountaineer River will do to survive. Manager
Richard Byrne welcomes the challenge.
“With the competition it’s kind of interesting
and everyone is going to have to make adjustments,” he said. “That
challenge for me, I really
enjoy. But, we’re not going
anywhere. I’m determined that
the room is going to stay alive.”
Byrne, who has been with Mountaineer
from the beginning, recently took over the
poker room and helped move it from the
trackside stadium over into the main casino.
“It’s more exciting over here,” Byrne said.
TABLES: 24
GAMES-LIMITS: $1-$2, $2-$5, $2-$4, $3-$6,
sometimes $3-$6 Omaha and O/8 with a
full kill on weekends.
SPECIALS: “Our bad beat (aces full of kings)
is a little different than usual,” Byrne said.
“We try to share the money. If it hits we
chop it in half; 50 percent goes to the table
that hit (50 percent of that goes to the “winner,” 25 to the “loser” and the rest to the table) while the rest will be
split among the players in the room, up to $500 per person. The surplus goes back to the main table.

Hollywood at Charles Town
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Charles Town still is new to the poker scene, opening in July.
Tournaments aren’t available yet, but should be spread by the
start of the new year. The
temporary 27-table poker
room located on the second
floor recently expanded to 24
hours. The permanent room
is still under construction but
should be completed by the
end of January and likely will add three more tables. Also, promotions, including comps and a bad beat, should be offered by the end
of this year or by January. Here’s what manager Randy Kiefer had
to say about his still-evolving poker room.
GAMES-LIMITS: “Far and away $1-$2 NLHE is our most popular,”
Kiefer said. “We have 27 games when we’re full-spread, which is
often, and about half are $1-$2 no-limit. ... $2-$5 is probably next.
We also offer a $3-$6 and $6-$12 limit, which we usually have daily,
it just depends on who shows up. We spread PLO and O/8 usually
every other day.”
SPECIALS: The room is still settling in and is so busy with cash
games that promotions are still being finalized. You can count on
bad beats and the like to be part of the mix soon, but for now the
room is packed with cash games.
AMENITIES: You can eat at the table, but it’s hot dogs and whatever
you bring up from the food court. They also have the Bravo system
for player tracking. “It’s a great system,” Kiefer said. “Dealers don’t

“I thought it would be interesting to give everyone who puts a dollar into the pot a chance.” The room also has run a Beat the Boss
promotion in the past, and freerolls and high hands are always on the
docket.
TOURNAMENTS: Twice daily (12:15 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.) with varying
buy-ins and starting stacks, plus there’s a 2 p.m. $65 event on Sundays
(5K chips, 15-minute blinds).
SIGNATURE EVENT: The Autumn Classic just finished in November, but
Byrne says he is looking to do a seasonal series (four events) that culminates in an ultimate championship at the end of the year. Stay tuned.
AMENITIES: Tableside dining is available, but you have to get the
food. “Big Al’s Deli is right up the poker
room stairs and around the corner,” Byrne
said. There is a Bravo system and the players
card has varying comp levels.
HOW LONG HAVE YOU BEEN IN POKER? “I started
in Atlantic City and worked for five and a
half years at the Tropicana, so that’s about
nine complete years.”
WHAT CAN A PLAYER EXPECT FROM YOUR ROOM?
“I think they’ll experience a friendly staff
and a nice comfortable social environment
to play. I think poker is your best value recreationally in a casino and I try to promote
that. I want the experience to be comfortable and enjoyable. I think that’s what we
provide really.
“We have a warm, friendly staff, and the
players themselves, it’s not like Atlantic City.
The people here are of a different temperament. I think it’s more enjoyable when people come here and they can
find other people are like themselves when they play.”

have to shout that a seat is open. It shows our supervisors on the
screen when a seat is available. We don’t have that noise going on
in our room.”
HOW LONG HAVE YOU BEEN IN POKER? “I started out dealing in St.
Louis as a poker dealer back in ’98. I worked in Vegas for a few
years; I worked Southern California for a few years. I went back
and helped open up a room in St. Louis in ’04. Then I opened up
and ran the poker room at the Showboat in ’05. So I have about 13
years in, all over the country, in all different kinds of markets.”
WHAT CAN A PLAYER EXPECT FROM YOUR ROOM? “I think one of the
biggest differences is the consistency between shifts, as well as the
support we lend our team, from supervisors to dealers. I set it up so
that when people come to play poker they can have a good time.
(Some rooms) allow stuff that’s totally unacceptable and it just creates a negative environment and a bad place to play. ... Well, we
don’t have that. ... Whether your a new player or an experienced
player, you’re not going to have people calling you out, criticizing
your play or giving the dealers a hard time. I never allowed that,
and I never will. I don’t care if my room is slammed or just two
tables going, I won’t allow it. I’ve worked all over the country and
played all over the country, and from a player’s standpoint, there’s
nothing that gets me fired up more than a player being a jerk to the
dealer or to another player and the floor comes over and defends
the player.”

The Greenbrier
304-536-7806 | www.greenbrier.com
THE SKINNY: The Greenbrier just recently added poker tables,
though these games are limited to guests of the Greenbrier only.

304-232-5050 | www.wheelingisland.com
When poker players hear “Wheeling Island” they
usually think of 2009 World Series of Poker Main
Event runner-up Darvin Moon, and that’s just
fine with Doug Price, the acting manager for the
Jim Beam Poker Room.
“He is an awesome guy,” said Price, who has
been running the room since February when Peter Lau left to open the Meadows in Pennsylvania.
“(Darvin) never asks for anything. He is more than willing to come and help us. We’re pretty tight. He’s so down to earth. He
doesn’t want the notoriety. He’d rather be the Joe Sixpack guy and
come here and play with his buddies. Great guy.” And a great draw,
which is something Wheeling needs these days given the Pennsylvania
squeeze. The room has removed eight tables, but Price says things are
starting to return to normal.
“The players are coming back,” he said. “They just wanted to
check out something new, but they are coming back. Also, a lot of our
dealers went to the Meadows, so for 90 days those dealers couldn’t
play here. But that period is over and they’re coming back.” Here’s the
skinny on the 12-table poker room:
GAMES-LIMITS: $1-$2 NLHE ($2-$5 on weekends) and $2-$4 limit.
SPECIALS: There’s a bad beat and they recently had a $50K freeroll.
You can spin the wheel daily if you get quads or a straight flush.
There’s also something called 70 for 50, which means if you buy in
for $50 and play for three hours you’ll an extra $20. And some of the
past promotions give you an indication of how creative Price and his
staff can get. Pick of the Litter involved a random cash player picking
a starting hand and how many opponents he wanted to face, and if
he beat them he won what was posted. If he lost he still won 10 percent. They also ran Beat the Boss, which pitted nine players against
a supervisor who played with real cash chips. You kept what you won
from him.

Mardi Gras Casino at Tri-State
800-224-9683 | www.tristateracetrack.com

most hours for seats into their big end-of-the-month Borgata satellite tournament.
The tournament costs $150 to buy in directly (you can call to
reserve your seat), but you can earn your seat through play and
other tournament promotions. The winner of the Dec. 26 event
gets a seat and travel money ($4K package) for the Borgata’s Winter Open Main Event in January.
AMENITIES: “We have a massage therapist come in on the weekends, most of the time it’s in the evening,” Clerc said. “Plus $1 hot
dogs and $1 drafts. We do allow our customers to get a
full menu from our restaurants in the house. ... Our
beverage servers will be more than happy to go over
and get them their meal for them.”
HOW LONG HAVE YOU BEEN IN POKER AND HOW LONG
HAVE YOU BEEN MANAGER? “I started in Niagara Falls,
N.Y. with Seneca New York, and that was in 2002.
... Wheeling (Island) called and I went and started
in the poker room there as a supervisor, but for only
about nine months. And then when they opened
(here in) Charleston I came down and started as a pit
manager. So I’ve been here for about two years.”
WHAT MAKES YOUR POKER ROOM DIFFERENT FROM THE OTHERS? “Mostly
it’s the people. We have a very good rapport with our players here.
We know our players. Most of the people who have started out
here are still here. ... which makes it very nice. The players come
in, they know the dealers, they feel very comfortable in here. ...
Plus, the next nearest poker room is very far away, so we get a lot
of local business.”
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The Big Easy Poker Room is well-established, with a full schedule of sit-and-go and multitable tournaments and promotions, including bad beats in hold’em ($45K), Omaha ($9,400) and stud
($2,600). Norman Clerc, who is the poker room manager, also
helped get Wheeling Island’s poker room running before moving
to Mardi Gras.
There are no tournaments Friday or Saturday, but Sundays
host the bigger events, including the Big Easy Big Stack
Bounty ($290) and the $10K Mardi Gras event on Dec.
26 (noon, $150)
TABLES: 24
GAMES-LIMITS: “In West Virginia, at least down
here, $1-$2 no-limit hold’em is the most popular
game,” Clerc said. “On the weekends we’ll add other games. We’ll get a $2-$5 NLHE game and they’ve
been playing $5-$10 NL Omaha. In fact they’ve been
calling in early to make sure they can get a seat.”
Also, $2-$4 limit is spread.
HOURS: The room opens at 11 a.m. and closes at 3 a.m. during
the week, but is always open on the weekends.
SPECIALS: “Generally right now we’re working on giving bad-beat
money back to the players. Last month if you played 50 hours or
more you were in a drawing for $500, and we gave away $3K (six
drawings).”
SIGNATURE EVENT: They’ve given away tickets to players with the

SIGNATURE EVENT: Price says the WSOP qualifiers, which begin this
month, are big in his room, and usually run every other Sunday. They
also attract Mr. Moon, so if you’re looking to meet the big logger
here’s your chance.
AMENITIES: Danishes and muffins are spread in the morning with
chips and pretzels put out in the evening, but there is tableside dining
with waitresses taking your order. Price recommends the chili and the
chicken-bacon-ranch sandwich from the Breezeway.
The poker tables have automatic shufflers and the Bravo system,
which gives players 25 cents an hour. “They recently just started status
level for poker players,” Price said. “If you meet a certain level you
get $50 a month, and it’s good for six months.” Comps can be used
anywhere on property, but can’t be exchanged for cash.
HOW LONG HAVE YOU BEEN IN POKER? Since October 2007 when poker
started at Wheeling.
WHAT CAN A PLAYER EXPECT FROM YOUR ROOM? “On a daily basis you’ll
have 75 percent regulars, so it’s real laid back,” he said. “A lot of
people know each other. Everybody jokes around a lot and it’s a real
laid-back room.”

ROAD TRIP
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ACUMEN POKER
LEE CHILDS • Learn to play the Acumen Poker way

YOU’RE NOT THE ONLY UNLUCKY ONE
M

isery loves company. I’m pretty sure whoever coined this phrase
just might have been a poker player. This is why most players
spend so much time sharing bad-beat stories and hardly ever discuss
their suckouts. The beats usually focus on all-in pots
where we had the best of it at some point in the
hand and our opponent makes a better hand to
felt us.
We also know players who just seem to “run
good.” We think they fare so much better than
we do and they don’t suffer the same agony
we do. Their hands hold when ours don’t. If
they’re behind in a hand, they always seem
to get there.
LE
I’ve caught myself feeling this way, wonderE C HIL DS
ing why I can’t run like them, if even just for one
day. I’ve even found myself watching closely when one of these players is in a big hand and even if I like the person, I get some kind of
enjoyment from watching them get the money in good and losing the
hand. It humanizes them and makes me realize they actually deal with
the same issues as me. I’m not happy they lose, but it provides some
relief that I’m not the only one going through this torture.
Here are some of my thoughts about what happens when I play
and how awesome it must be to be my opponents.
• If they have any kind of draw, they complete it.
• If we get all the chips in preflop, they’re always a favorite, whether
they’re ahead or not.
• If they bluff all-in with air on the flop, running cards will come
to beat me.
• If I have ace-king and they have ace-jack, I’m a 70-30 favorite, yet
a jack or straight comes 100 percent of the time.
• Every time I have kings, an ace flops.
• And most important, I’m the unluckiest poker player in the
world.
Ridiculous, right? Of course these statements were made in jest.
But be honest, have you uttered any of those statements or something
similar before? Do you do it all the time? If you do, you need a serious
mind-set check. I have to check and re-check my mind-set all the time.
The better you get at this game, the more beats you’ll take. It’s common sense because you’ll simply be getting your money in better than
your opponents the majority of the time. You’ll also be getting deeper
in tournaments, playing more hands and having more opportunities

It may seem like
you’re alone in your
poker misery, but
you’re not. The trick
is to take it in stride.

to end up on the losing end of a 70-30. You won’t get to celebrate
as many of the glorious suckouts like your opponents who just “run
good” against you. And you don’t want to have those suckouts to celebrate because that would mean you’d be getting your money in with
the worst of it.
Be honest with yourself about the game. If you’re going to play
poker you have to accept these hard facts. Stop yourself when you utter those aforementioned statements. They’re absurd. The more you
think like that, the more you’ll run like that. You’ll misplay hands and
make calls when you shouldn’t because subconsciously you just might
want to prove you always have the better hand and always get sucked
out on. You’ll prove your point and share your misery with those who
simply don’t want to hear it. We all deal with the same situations at
the tables.
I’ve played about 2,500 tournaments this year and can assure you
I’ve taken every beat possible. And guess what? So have the people I
feel “run good” and have better results. Those who consistently go
deep in tournaments and have better results are simply better players.
And you won’t find them whining about their beats. They take them
in stride and keep grinding because they know if they stay positive,
expect to win and do their best to just keep making the right decisions,
they’re going to keep on winning while they leave some of us just sitting there whining.
Decide to Win!
— Lee Childs is founder and lead instructor of Acumen Poker. He also is an
instructor with the WPT Boot Camp. Go to www.acumenpoker.net.

DON’T CRACK UNDER PRESSURE!
Stephen Bloomfield, a.k.a. the Doc, is one of
Florida’s leading psychologists. He wrote Head
Games in the late ’80s to help competitors of
every type use the skills he had learned about
the effects of the mind on performance.
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After five years of playing poker in Florida, Mississippi, Las Vegas,
Connecticut and occasionally online, Doc is sharing his skills with
Ante Up readers through periodic columns, titled Head Games.
Doc offers support to some of the region’s best professionals and amateur players with one-on-one advising sessions and group workshops.

Email your questions to editor@anteupmagazine.com

JAY HOUSTON • Finding edges

TURNING A MADE HAND INTO A BLUFF
I

came across the concept of turning a made hand into a bluff a
few years ago reading a blog post by David Benefield. At the time
I never really understood the value of doing such a thing, but in the
past year or so I have been playing a lot higher stakes where it’s tough
to find easy pots to pick up.
The idea basically stems from the thought process
of “If you are about to make a call, think about the
reasons why you should raise.” I’m glad I studied
this concept because it helped me win an interesting hand recently in a $25-$25 NLHE
cash game in New York City involving Jamie Gold.
The game was playing a bit crazy while
I had a relatively tight image. Everyone was
200-plus big blinds deep and there was a very
JA
N
loose
aggressive player named Wall Street Jon
Y H
O
O US T
who was opening every pot. Directly to Jon’s
left was Gold. He was playing pretty straight up
and rather conservative in comparison to how I’ve seen
him play on television.
In this particular hand, Wall Street Jon opened under the gun to
$200, Jamie called relatively quickly and the action folded to me in the
small blind. I made a loose call with AD-9D. The big blind called, too.
The flop came Q-8-2 rainbow and to my surprise the action checked
around. The turn came the 5H, bringing a flush draw, and the action

checked around AGAIN. The river brought the AH making a possible
flush. I planned on check-calling until the following action occurred:
After the big blind checked, Wall Street Jon bet $50 into $800. Jamie then raised to $300. Five years ago I would have called; two years
ago I would have folded, but this time I decided to turn my hand into
a bluff and I raised to $900. The action folded back to Jamie and he
took about two minutes and folded A-J face up.
My reasoning for making this play stemmed from preflop action. I
had Jamie on a small pair or a hand like A-10 or A-J because of how
quickly he called preflop and his preflop calling frequency over the
past four to five rotations.
His bet size indicated he was strong enough to bet for value but not
strong enough to withstand a reraise. I would’ve expected him to bet
a flush draw or a set in position on the turn a large percentage of the
time. I was 80 percent sure he had A-J or A-10 and I could get him off
his hand because of my image.
If he had two pair or decided to call me down then so be it, it will
most likely get me paid in future situations, not to mention an invite
back to the game.
So the next time you’re about to make a marginal call, ask yourself, “What are the reasons I should raise?” Who knows, turning your
made hand into a bluff might win you a decent-sized pot the next time
you’re in a similar situation.
— Jay Houston is an instructor with DeepStacks.com and is a sit-n-go specialist.
You can email him at editor@anteupmagazine.com
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MOre taBle gaMes haVe arriVed
Plan a visit today to check out the newest games
we have to offer. You may find a new favorite!

5 Blackjack

$

Available all day, every day.

10X Odds On craps

Just place a minimum $10 line bet, 24/7.

Mississippi stud

A twist on 5-card poker. A pair of Jacks
or better is a winning hand!

spanish 21

A unique take on blackjack.

tOp rank Blackjack

The newest way to win with 21!

Beginners special

The perfect time to try a new game with reduced table
limits of $2 - $3 on select games, 5AM to Noon daily.
And don’t forget, all the other action-packed
tables always have a seat for you!
Texas Hold’em • Crapless Craps • Bonus leT iT ride
pai Gow poker • 4-Card poker • 3-Card poker
And more!

1-888-887-5687 | www.harringtonraceway.com
Harrington Raceway & Casino reserves the right to not have all games open at all times during the gaming day and to cancel
or change any event without notice. All games are controlled by the Delaware State Lottery. You must be 21 to play. Play
responsibly. If you or someone you know has a gambling problem call the Delaware Gambling Help Line: 1-888-850-8888.

Follow Harrington Raceway & Casino on
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PLAY SITUATIONAL POKER FOR OPTIMAL RESULTS
H
• Learn the math, how and when to use it
• Practice the P’s of Poker (see Ante Up archives)
• Come to the table prepared
• Know your own bias
• Observe the patterns and tells
• Be aware of position, stack size, and betting moves
• Be prepared to get sucked out on
• Even the best players get bluffed
• If you want to bluff make sure they are paying attention
• A good bluff has to tell a good story
• Be flexible, be quick, get into the zone, and grok the table
• Be aware of the situation and make decisions accordingly

D

old the presses! I’ve finally figured it all out; poker is really an
easy game. Just follow this advice:
Only play the nuts, bet the hand for maximum profit and don’t get
sucked out on.
The problem with this is you only have some control over playing
the premium hands. If you only play the nuts, you
don’t play much and you limit your ability to bluff,
semi-bluff and outplay opponents; plus, the nuts
may not really be the nuts because of changes
on each street. Pocket aces are the nuts preflop
and your opponent makes a reasonable call
with K-K or an unreasonable call with 7-3off and the flop comes K-7-3; pocket aces
preflop get cracked. So how can you win consistently, enjoy the game and avoid tilt? Play
R
.B
E situational poker.
I
LOO MF
In every field there is a debate between the
technical side (the math players) and the psychological side (the feel
players) of how to make decisions. Investors follow technical and fundamental analysis and the psychology of the market. In mental and
physical health care there is the actuarial or statistical analysis vs. the
holistic diagnosis. In poker, too, there are the math guys and the feel
guys. And there are the situational guys, reading the situation, adjusting their play, being adaptable.
Each side of continuum does OK in all fields, but falling for this
illusion of alternatives can be catastrophic, because you limit yourself.
An illusion of alternatives occurs when one is convinced there are only
two possible solutions and one way has to be chosen.
There are never only two possible solutions, two dichotomous ways
of looking at situations, but if I can get someone to think there are
I win. In poker you can check, fold, call, bluff, semi-bluff and, most
important for the higher-level game, control the bet size.
The best solution for decision-making takes aspects of what works
best in the particular situation.
The solid answer of how to play is that poker is a competition in
which situational decisions are constantly made. We always and only
have access to limited information.
The number of decisions made in a session of poker exceeds what
the typical mortal experiences in a week; a decision is made on each
street of each hand.
The field of decision-making research is conclusive that all decisions are situational. Assess the situation and make the best decision
based upon all the information you have at the moment. Information
is always incomplete; knowledge is always incomplete. Action is constantly changing; action is required in poker… There’s no time for a
conference call or a life line.
Poker is a game of situational decision-making; the better you become at reading the situation and being flexible, the better you will do.
Speed of reading and of changing your game is essential. Reading the
situation isn’t just reading the table, it’s the ability to read the player,
the patterns and knowing the fundamentals of probability, odds, outs,
implied odds … in other words, the math.
If you’re a feel player and only play the player, you’re open to bias
and perceptions about other people. And, of course, the loose player
who calls every raise with J-2 offsuit sometimes hits, and if you’re at
a table with four of these guys, one of them will always seem to hit.
Reading tells and patterns are hard work and not always correct, since
they’re subject to the information you have. I tried an experiment at a
L
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HEAD GAMES

tournament recently. When I had a great hand (flopped trips) I would
get my chips ready and look like I was eager to get my money in. I even
made a mistake and bet out of turn. Actually, it was an honest mistake,
but the know-it-all next to me told me he saw my tell. So I capitalized
on the so-called tell and was able to execute a great bluff later on in
a higher blind. Then, of course, you think you have a great read on a
player and he spikes his two-outer on the river.
If you’re a math guy, you play the probabilities, the outs, the odds…
but what happens when you have pocket aces and get called by 3-4
offsuit because your opponent doesn’t believe you, doesn’t pay attention to your table image, doesn’t understand your big bet, doesn’t care
about position, stack size or bet size and winds up with a flush? Your
aces get cracked, again.
I recently reviewed a Power Point by the Federal Aviation Administration regarding training in Critical Thinking and Situational
Awareness and Decision Making. The advice offered first defined situational awareness as having an accurate and unbiased understanding of where we are, what is happening, what is changing and what
could happen. Developing good situation awareness requires unbiased
data-gathering by seeking cues in the environment, putting this data
together to give understanding and projecting ahead to what might
happen next.
To do this, one has to scan a range of sources, evaluate the information without bias, test for accuracy and reliability, understand it using what we know along with our previous experience and do mental
“what ifs” when considering possible actions and outcomes.
Adhering to a set way of playing won’t work. In a column a couple
of months ago I wrote about grokking the table. In that article I used
this definition: “To grok (pronounced GRAHK) something is to understand something so well that it is fully absorbed into oneself.” In
Robert Heinlein’s 1961science fiction novel, Stranger in a Strange Land,
the word is Martian and literally means “to drink.” But metaphorically it means “to take it all in,” to understand fully, or to “be at one
with.” Today, grok sometimes is used to include acceptance as well as
comprehension, to “dig” or appreciate as well as to know.
You can grok the table systematically by playing situation poker
and practicing situational decision-making. Only then can you grok
the table, get into the zone and play at your peak on a regular basis.
And, as always, the basic tenant of Head Games is to keep your
head in the game.
— Dr. Stephen Bloomfield is a licensed psychologist and avid poker player.
His column will give insight on how to achieve peak performance using poker
psychology. Email questions for him at editor@anteupmagazine.com.

MARC DUNBAR • What’s going on with our government

ELECTIONS DEAL BLOW TO GAMING

W

R

ith the river card turned and the betting concluded, it’s time to Chicksaw Nation and Sam Houston Park by Penn Gaming, finds itself
see the cards and call the winners for the 2010 election cycle. on life support without machine gaming to subsidize their operations.
Bottom line: Most states and the federal government will tack signifi- Similarly, the election victory by the Cordish Cos. in Maryland may
cantly to the right, which won’t bode well for most gaming interests.
be the last nail in the coffin of that state’s horse-racing industry as the
The biggest loser of the election cycle has to be In- struggling Maryland Jockey Club, which was shut out of slot machines
ternet poker players. With the loss of a majority in as a result of the elections, must attempt to compete without casino
the U.S. House of Representatives and an increase gambling in its back yard.
of conservatives in the U.S. Senate, the likelihood
Over the next couple of years, it’s unlikely that any southern state
of any federal legislation on Internet poker is will see any major expansions of gambling. With conservative Repubshelved indefinitely. Rep. Barney Frank is licans controlling Texas, Alabama, Georgia, Florida and South Carogone from leadership and
lina, poker players need to support their local rooms
will be at best a ranking
and plan for a long wait before new markets become
minority member. With no
available.
significant advocate in the
On the legal front, the Republicans also mainM
Senate,
Internet
poker
adtained
control of one important southern Supreme
AR
A
Court. The Alabama Supreme Court, which has
C D U N B vocates will need to shift their
focus to the state capitals if they
been at the epicenter of the gaming expansion in
have any hope of legalizing Internet poker in the
that state, saw all of its Republican justices re-electshort term.
ed. The result is the conservative majority that has
As the focus shifts to the states, the overwhelming
essentially shut down that state’s bingo slot-machine
tide of red that swept Republicans back in control
industry remains intact. Other legal cases continue
of the House also saw governors’ mansions overto wind their way through the state court systems,
whelmingly go Republican. Florida, Iowa, Kansas,
and over the next year or so, questions regarding the
Maine, Michigan, New Mexico, Ohio, Oklahoma,
legality of poker in the Carolinas, sweepstakes slot
Barney Frank no longer
Pennsylvania, Tennessee, Wisconsin and Wyoming
machines in Florida and Virginia, and slot machine
are back in Republican control, having previously
expansions in Miami should be answered.
leads the majority.
been occupied by independents or Democrats. This
Nov. 2 was not a good day if you wanted increased
will definitely affect gaming expansion efforts in
opportunities to play the game you love. As I wrote
these states.
in the summer, you have to engage in the election process to make a
Two states in particular that were being watch by the industry difference and from the looks of it, poker players sat out this hand.
were Texas and Alabama, where new Republican governors and in- Here’s looking to 2012 in the hopes that a better organized effort
creased Republican majorities in their Legislatures will likely imple- makes its presence felt at the ballot box.
ment the ardent anti-gambling positions they took in the elections. — Marc W. Dunbar is a shareholder with Tallahassee law firm Pennington,
The strengthening of the conservative majority in Texas will be par- Moore, Wilkinson, Bell & Dunbar, P.A. He represents several gaming clients
ticularly harmful to the flailing horse-racing industry in that state, before the Florida Legislature and teaches gambling and parimutuel law at the
which despite recent acquisitions of Lone Star Park by an arm of the Florida State University College of Law.

PERSPECTIVE

POKER POLITICS

RESOLVE TO ADVERTISE!
This is going to be a big year for Ante Up!

• We’re now covering 24 states ... but not increasing our prices!
• with our many products, finding the right approach
at the right price has never been easier!

Ante Up, Your Poker Magazine...................................................................starting at just $250
AnteUpMagazine.Com....................................................................................starting at just $100
Ante Up PokerCast...........................................................................................starting at just $100
Also, inquire about personalized opportunities with these great products

* Ante Up TV *
* Ante Up Poker Tour *

* Ante Up Poker Cruises *
* Ante Up Road Show *

CALL 727-331-4335 TODAY!

DR. FRANK TOSCANO • A look at how to stay healthy at the poker table

DIDN’T GET THE SHOT? HERE’S WHAT TO DO

T

A
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he mid-term elections are history. Last year’s incumbent, H1N1swine flu, was voted out of office and has gone into hibernation
for at least the next few decades. Newcomer, Perth-H3N2, succeeded
in winning the hearts, minds and nostrils of the voters and will be
making its presence known throughout the country during the next
few months.
Readers of this column last month learned this
year the Centers for Disease Control advised every poker player in America to get the flu shot.
Actually, they didn’t specifically mention poker
players, but they did say everyone but newborns should get it, so that includes all poker
players.
You can imagine if you’re sitting in a
room with 100 poker players and one sniffley-nosed kid is dripping flu viruses on the
chips, it won’t be long before everyone in the
N
room suffers a bad beat.
K
TOSCANO
So get the shot; it’s safe and effective. You
might get a few muscle aches or a mild fever from
the shot, but it beats the heck out of getting the flu. And for you weakpassive players who hate needles, there’s a nasal spray version that
won’t make you cry.
This month we’ll focus on how you can avoid getting exposed, what
you should do if you come into contact with someone who has the flu
and what you should do if you think you may actually have gotten it
yourself.
First, if you took my advice and got the shot, stop reading immediately. You don’t have the flu and you’re not going to get it. Skip to the
end of the column. See you next month.
But, if you haven’t rolled up your sleeve and want to avoid getting
exposed to the flu, just take some reasonable precautions. Eating at the
poker table, especially with your fingers, is an obvious blunder during
flu season. Once you start handling chips and cards, keep your hands
away from your nose and mouth as much as possible. Phil Hellmuth
take note: The Navarro Perch with hands covering mouth is not the
safest position for flu avoidance. Soap, hot water and hand sanitizer
are all good things.
What if you’ve just won a big pot from that kid with the runny
nose and you just know you’ve been exposed? Not much to say here.
There’s no flu-exposure morning-after pill. Nevertheless, you do NOT
have to visit your doctor or local ER just because you think you got exposed. We’re not going to do anything except give you the shot, which
you can get a lot cheaper at your local pharmacy.

FR
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So how do you know if you’ve really gotten the flu? Think of it as
a really, REALLY nasty cold. You’re likely to have a runny nose, sore
throat, dry cough, fever, fatigue, headache and diffuse muscle aches.
The main thing to do is to go home, get in bed, have some soup and
play poker online. Most flu sufferers don’t need anything more sophisticated than some Tylenol and a box of Kleenex.
“But there are flu tests! I want to know if I’ve really got it. I should
get a flu test, right?” Well, actually, probably not. You might feel miserable and you might be intensely curious, but knowing whether you
really have the flu rather than a bad cold will not change anything. If
you truly are deathly ill or you have some pretty serious chronic medical conditions like bad heart disease or lung disease or you have a weak
immune system, and you need to be admitted into the hospital, then a
flu test might make some sense. For most people, though, getting a flu
test is a waste of money.
Every winter, I see dozens of patients in the ER who demand I do
a flu test and yet almost every year, the flu experts recommend against
routine testing. My dilemma: Do the test, waste the money and spend
lots of extra health care dollars or don’t do the test, piss off the patients
and watch my satisfaction scores go to hell. Cut me a break. Be a smart
patient. Stay home. Have some soup. Soup is good.
“What about antibiotics? I could take those.” Again, no. Antibiotics
don’t kill viruses. End of story. Don’t ask again.
“OK,” you say, “I really meant anti-virals. I want some of those.”
Here’s the straight scoop: There’s no magic medicine. Relenza and
Tamiflu are expensive; they’ve got unpleasant side effects; they have to
be started within 48 hours of the onset of symptoms and they don’t
work very well. Heck, it usually takes me more than 48 hours to even
admit to myself that I’m sick.
Most docs reserve anti-virals for seriously ill, hospitalized or highrisk patients. Chances are most young guns or even most middle-aged
poker players like me don’t need them. If you’re really sick but only for
one or two days and you don’t mind spending $75 to get better one or
two days quicker, OK, maybe. Otherwise think Tylenol and soup.
So here are my final few pieces of advice. (1) Get the shot. Everyone should get it. So should you. Don’t be stubborn about this. (2) If
you get sick, you probably don’t need a flu test or anti-virals. Neither
one helps much unless you are deathly ill. Just stay home. If you are
like me, you can lose your bankroll online even quicker than in a live
casino. (3) Did I mention soup?
— An avid poker player, Frank Toscano, M.D. is a board-certified emergency
physician with more than 28 years of front-line experience. He’s medical
director for Red Bamboo Medi Spa in Clearwater, Fla. Email your poker-health
questions to ftoscano@redbamboomedispa.com

BRYAN OULTON • Learning poker etiquette

WHAT’S THE DEAL WITH TV POKER LATELY?
By Bryan Oulton

This month I’ve expanded my column beyond bar poker, but still
holding an eye to the casual and serious players who make up free bar
poker as a whole.
POKER ON TV: The World Series broadcasts, with three Florida players
at the final table, have been all the buzz around poker rooms.
I’m a huge fan of poker, love the game and I realize the advent of
the hole-card cam has made poker on TV the hit that it is, as well as
the popularization of its main characters. That said, televised poker
is occasionally poorly portrayed. I’ve noticed on several occasions the
sequence of a hand is out of order. On one occasion it seemed they
had spliced two hands together, as there was a person at the table who
they had shown previously getting knocked out. ESPN edits to create
drama, but they often take things too far. Editing can make a player
seem smart, dumb, lucky, aggressive, meager, loud or whatever they
wish. Of course the major issue is the logic and process of playing the
game is almost completely removed.
Lastly, the fact that they “join a hand in progress” like they’re cutting live is ridiculous. There’s no information about the hand, just
a straight cut to the action after the flop. All of this cheapens the
product. I do like the World Poker Tour broadcasts, as they focus on
things more from a player’s mind. Yes, televised poker has broadened
the game’s reach and brought tons of dead money into the game. So
remember, if you’re sitting across from a player you’ve seen on TV,
don’t judge him by what you saw on TV; base your judgment on live,

unedited play.
POKER & SOCIAL MEDIA: There are many great Internet poker resources, whether you want to find an event or find a player to track. Whatever you want, it’s out there. Here’s a list to get you started.
FACEBOOK: You can communicate with the players you know. More
often than not, they will “friend” you and then you can communicate. The bigger the name the more likely it’s a fake account, which in
turn usually means that person is shilling products, services or affiliate
codes. Beware that Facebook doesn’t offer “official” accounts. There
also are pages for groups that will deliver your information directly to
your Facebook page.
TWITTER: This often goes hand in hand with Facebook. What is different with Twitter is you can see who the “official” user is and who is
not. It’s a great way to find out information and to communicate with
top pros. But one of the best things is you can find out great information about poker and what’s going on near you, or around the world,
on Twitter.
Another interesting twist with Twitter and poker is the combinations and special online tournaments that are found there.
@pokerstars will offer freerolls for its followers, plus contests for
player points to quick respondents.
This is just scratching the surface of the mix of poker and social
media on the Internet/ Feel free to start looking around the Internet for
more ways to stay in touch with the poker community.
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— Bryan co-owns All In Free Poker, a league based in Pompano Beach, Fla.
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LAUREN FAILLA • Founder of High Heels Poker Tour

LOOKING AHEAD TO 2011

A

s 2010 comes to a close I can’t help but
wonder what’s in store for women in
2011. Women have made great strides this
year with Vanessa Selbst securing her future as a mainstay in poker,
Breeze Zuckerman as the
last lady standing during
the WSOP Main Event,
Annie Duke winning
the NBC National
Heads Up Championship and Liv Bouree becoming a force
to reckoned with in
AU
L A Europe and around the
RE
N FAI L
world.
I can’t forget to mention some of the ladies who aren’t as well known but who have
made great strides as well, such as Mary Lou
Morielli, the LAPC main event last woman
standing or Ebony Kenney, who was the Palm
Beach Poker Classic Player of the Year, and
the slew of other women in their local casinos
winning tournaments week after week.
Women who play poker are gaining moL
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mentum and insight into the market and many
sites such as PokerStars are taking notice and
emphasizing the importance of women with
the creation of PS Women. It is the first site
that has taken the lead in actively promoting
women with the creation of a PS women’s
league, forum, blog and much more. Don’t
be surprised if you see others following suit.
There also were many new female-owned
businesses in the poker industry that launched.
Eat, Play Love (eatplaylove.us.com) offers empowering seminars teaching the skills, support
and spirituality to make your poker game
successful. And don’t forget Poker Jet Setter
(pokerjetsetter.com), Pink Ladies Poker Tour
(pinkladiespokertour.com) and Peace, Love
& Poker Parties (designed for new players
with no prior poker knowledge of the game;
peacelovepokerparties.com) to name a few.
These new businesses could use your support so play, shop, learn and grow and check
out their sites. Here are some year-end words
for all the women reading this: Don’t limit
yourself, continue to learn and be a student
of the game, continue to promote women in

Vanessa Selbst won tournaments
here and abroad in 2010.

poker, play as much as you can and bring your
friends. In the words of Beth “Betyamama”
Gains, “Love what you do so you can do what
you love.” Happy holidays and a healthy and
prosperous new year!

IF DEALER FOLLOWS HOUSE PROCEDURE THEN IT’S RIGHT
In a Delaware poker room, the dealer overturned the first card dealt to the
button. The card was shown to everyone, and the dealer continued to pitch cards
in order. When the dealer reached the button again, he gave the button two consecutive cards (the one he was destined to receive and the original burn card).
Three or so players at the table objected. Was the dealer correct? — glance 302,
via anteupmagazine.com/forum
JODY: Sure. There’s nothing wrong with what the dealer did there.
I tend to believe as long as a player receives two random cards everything is good. The way the dealer handled the situation is the standard
procedure for tournaments per the TDA. Some rooms do have a different procedure for this situation in cash games. I recently worked in
a room where the dealer had to cut down into the deck and retrieve
a second card for the player then muck the exposed card, but if the
second card to the button was exposed the player received the next
card off the deck (the burn) and the exposed card became the burn.
The important thing to bear in mind here is did the dealer follow the
house procedure?
Table 12 is always the Omaha/8 table. I signed up and put my players card in
front of the seat I wanted and waited for the game to open. Everyone who plays
does this. Another player moved my card before the game opened, and the floor
ruled that he was higher on the list so he got the seat, even though a floor saw me
put my card down. — betseythebets, via anteupmagazine.com/forum
JODY: That’s one way to rule. The floorman’s decision is final. Go
back tomorrow to the same room, same situation, different floor person and you may get a different decision. It’s a trivial situation at best
in which the floor person should do what he/she feels is best for the

TDA Rules
Each month Jody Russell will interpret one rule from the TDA.
COMMUNICATION: Players may not talk on the phone while at the
poker table. House rules apply to all other forms of electronic
devices.
JODY SAYS: If you’re at the table, you’re not on the phone. Simple
enough for most people. When I play in tournaments I turn
off my phone. When there’s a lot of money at stake there
shouldn’t be any reason for someone to wonder if a person
is colluding with someone else via cell phone. Additionally,
people on phones slow down the game, which isn’t good in a
timed situation.
MORE TDA RULES: Go to www.pokertda.com to see all 44 TDA
rules.
room and the players.
Dealer pitches a card, which flips up. The player was expecting a card to replace it, but the dealer said, “It hit your hand. It’s is not my fault it turned up.” Play
continued without replacing that card. — mcomikey, via forum
Any time you disagree with the dealer you can always ask for a floor
decision. Properly trained dealers know they must call the floor person
once it has been requested.
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CALL THE FLOOR

Expert advice from poker room manager Jody Russell

— Jody Russell is a veteran poker room manager in Nevada who also runs the
Ante Up Poker Room. Email him at editor@anteupmagazine.com.

“DECIDE TO WIN”
Let professional poker player
and WSOP circuit champ
Lee Childs help you elevate
your poker game.
• Group Training Sessions
• Individual Training Sessions
• Individual Coaching

www.acumenpoker.net
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FLORIDA
LOCATION

TOURNAMENTS

JACKPOTS

EVENTS/PROMOTIONS

CALDER CASINO
Phone: (305) 625-1311
www.calderracecourse.com/poker

Two guaranteed tournaments every day ($40$150, 11a & 7p).

Flopped progressive straight
flushes have five different payouts
per suit.

Up to $180,000 in high hand
payouts. See ad on Page 9.

DANIA JAI-ALAI
Phone: (954) 927-2841
www.dania-jai-alai.com

Daily (12:30p & 6:30p), including a $15K guarantee every Friday ($105, 6:30p). See ad Page 31
regarding Le Batard/Borgata event.

Hold’em tournaments are included
in the bad-beat jackpot.

Win it or Spin it (win up to $500,
call for details).

DAYTONA BEACH KENNEL CLUB
Phone: (386) 252-6484
www.daytonagreyhound.com/pokerroom

Daily, including Friday Night Lights ($120, 7p);
Saturday DeepStack ($225, 4p); Sunday Super
DeepStack ($275, 2p).

Bad beats in limit, no-limit ($101K
at press time) and Omaha. Daily
high hands paid every two hours.

Cracked Aces pays $25 (limit) &
$50 (no limit); WSOP Qualifiers
(call for dates).

DERBY LANE
Phone: (727) 812-3339 ext. 7
www.derbylanepoker.com

Daily ($50-$330) on Sun.-Thurs. (1p, 4p, & 7p) &
Fri.-Sat. (1p, 6p, & 8p). Second Sunday SuperStack
($330, 1p, 15K chips, 30 min levels).

Daily cash and prize promotions
(please see website for times and
details).

Monte Carlo pays $50 up to $500
(Mon.-Thurs.).

EBRO GREYHOUND PARK
Phone: (850) 234-3943
www.ebrogreyhoundpark.com

Daily, except Friday ($20-$330), including a Mega
Stack on the last Sunday of month ($330, 2p, 10K
chips, 30 min levels).

Ultimate Big Easy Bad Beat (quad
Jacks, $20K at press time); Mini bad
beat is $2K. Royal flushes pay $250.

See ad on Page 17 for promotions
and schedule. Ask about the Mustang Tournament in January.

FT. PIERCE JAI-ALAI & POKER
Phone: (772) 464-7500
www.jaialai.net/poker.php

Mon. ($75, 7p); Wed. ($100, 6:30p); Sat. ($100,
1:30p); Sun. ($55, 4p). $150 DeepStack (Dec. 18).
SNGs: Thurs.-Sat., $65-$110.

All new bad beats in hold’em, stud
and Omaha. Call for details.

Deepstack event is the third Saturday every month ($150, 3p).

GULFSTREAM PARK
Phone: (954) 457-6336
www.gulfstreampark.com

Daily, ($40-$60, 6:30p), including bounties on
Mon & Wed, plus Sat. rebuy, ($40); Tue. PLO ($1K
freeroll). SNGs: $60 hold’em or $45 PLO.

Bad beat: quad deuces; hourly high
hands (11a-1a), $100 ($300 at 11a,
noon, 1p, 2p, 4p, 7p and 12a).

Royals pay $500. Free drinks and
free breakfast. See ad on Page 15.

HAMILTON JAI-ALAI & POKER
Phone: (800) 941-4841
www.hamiltondownsjaialai.com

Almost Freerollî Sundays ($5, 3p, 2K units; $20
add-on good for 1,500 more, plus a $10 add-on
after first break worth 1,500 units).

Clubs royal pays $1K (mini royal is
10% of main, and in any suit).

Aces/kings cracked (Wed.), Win
with Quads (Fri.), Splash the Pot
(Mon.). See website for more.

ISLE CASINO AT POMPANO PARK
Phone: (954) 972-2000 x5123
www.theislepompanopark.com

Daily ($40-$350), including $15K Guar. on Tuesdays ($230, 2p, 13K chips, 30 min levels).
SNGs: $40-$225.

Bad beat is quad 10s and was
$206K at press time. Call for details
on high hands.

$500K Isle Poker Classic coming
in January (See ad on Page 27 for
details)

JEFFERSON COUNTY KENNEL CLUB
Phone: (850) 997-2561
www.jckcpokerroom.com

Fridays, 7:30 p.m., $50 (2K chips and 15-minute
blinds)

Royal flushes win jackpot.

Call for promotions.

MAGIC CITY CASINO
Phone: (305) 649-3000
www.flaglerdogs.com

Sundays, low-rake bounty event ($40, 1p), bounties are $5.
SNGs: $65-$800.

High hands ($150); royals pay $1K;
Big Slick royal pays progressive
($123K at press time).

$500 progressive hot table paid
(2p & 2a); $1K/hr High Hand
Sunday (Dec. 28).

MARDI GRAS CASINO
Phone: (877) 557-5687 x3167
www.playmardigras.com

$15K guar. deepstack ($250, Sundays, 2p); Super 7
Shootout ($177, Mondays, 7p), 7 tables, 7-handed,
win your table and advance to the final table.

Royals and bad beats (call for
details).

Fat Tuesday $1K High Hands, (call
for times). Free drinks (See ad on
Pages 4-5).

MELBOURNE GREYHOUND PARK
Phone: (321) 259-9800
www.mgpark.com

Daily (Sun., Mon., Thurs., Sat.) ranging from $65$120, including Sat. SuperStack ($120, 2p, 10K
chips); Sunday ($65, 1p, 3K chips).

Bad beat ($12K) is in hold’em (aces
full of jacks beaten by quads or
better). Spin to Win Saturdays.

Straight flush wins $100, royals
$500. See ad on Page 39 for details on January $15K Shootout.

MIAMI JAI-ALAI
Phone: (305) 633-6400
www.fla-gaming.com

Daily ($20-$165).

Progressive royals and rolling
quads of the day progressive; see
website for more information.

Hourly $100 high hands plus
tickets for Sunday raffle.

MICCOSUKEE RESORT
Phone: (877) 242-6464
www.miccosukee.com

Fridays ($60, 8p). Super Saturday no-limit hold’em
tournament ($60, 8p) gets you 3K chips. Free buffet for all tournament players.

Spade royal flush pays jackpot.

Call for information.

NAPLES-FT. MYERS GREYHOUND TRACK
Phone: (239) 992-2411
www.naplesfortmyersdogs.com

Sun. bounty ($125, 2p); Mon. ($40, noon); Tue.
($50, 7p); Wed., ($65, 7p); Thurs. ($65, noon & $50,
7p); Fri. ($115, 6p).

Big Slick Royal Progressive was
$107K at press time; all other royals
pay $1K.

High hands pay $100 every two
hours. Full Moon Madness $15K
Giveaway (Dec. 21).

OCALA POKER AND JAI-ALAI
Phone: (352) 591-2345
www.ocalapoker.com

Daily ($30-$500).
SNGs: ($45-$500).

See website for numerous
jackpots and other cash giveaway
promotions. Bad beat is $57K.

Super Saturday High Hands pay
$300 (NLHE) and $150 (limit)
hourly from 8p-1a.

ORANGE PARK KENNEL CLUB
Phone: (904) 646-0002
www.jaxpokerroom.com

Daily ($30-$550). $5K buy-in Chad Brown NLHE
Championship satellites starting Dec. 19 (See ad
Page 33).

Bad beats in hold’em ($212K at
press time), stud & PLO; royals and
steel wheels $250 (spades $500).

High hand (Mon. & Wed.); $150
PCA Satellites (Dec. 4 & 11, 1p).

PALM BEACH KENNEL CLUB
Phone: (561) 683-2222
www.pbkennelclub.com

Daily ($30-$120), noon & 6:30p. Will host WSOPC
event April 28-May 9. Check anteupmagazine.com
for the full story.

Visit website or call for information
on daily high hands and bad-beat
payouts and qualifications.

Final day of Florida Million Dec. 11.
See ad on Page 23 for details to
12 Days of Christmas giveaway.

PENSACOLA GREYHOUND TRACK
Phone: (850) 455-8595
www.pensacolagreyhoundtrack.com

Daily ($50-$600), including Mon. & Fri. ($50, 7p);
Wed. & Sat. DeepStack ($100, 7p).; $20K guar.
($350, 1p) on the last Saturday of the month.

Hold’em and stud bad beats (any
quads) and in Omaha (quad jacks).

Super Bowl Playoff Party (call for
details); Full House or better (daily
at 11a & Tues. at 7p).

SARASOTA KENNEL CLUB
Phone: (941) 355-7744 ext. 1054
www.skcpoker.com

Daily, plus Fri. ($100, 1p, 25K chips, 25 min levels);
Sat. $12K Guar. ($230, 2:30p) with minimum of 10
spots paid. SNGs: $35-$300.

Progressive jackpots in all games.
Bad beat is quad threes ($10K).

High hands Mon.-Sat. (until Jan. 1)
pays $599. See ad on Page 29 for
more details.

JACKPOTS

EVENTS/PROMOTIONS

Mon. & Wed., ($20, 6:30p); Sat. ($40, 6:30p).
SNGs: $25, $50, $110.

Manager Special (Fri.) quads pay
$50 (Sun.); 4 aces ($50), straight
flushes ($100), royal ($1K).

Progressive quads (Tues.); Aces
cracked (Thurs.); High Hand pays
$1K on Christmas Day.

SEMINOLE CASINO COCONUT CREEK
Phone: (866) 222-7466
www.seminolecoconutcreekcasino.com

SNGs: $55, $85, $135.

Mega-Bad Beat (quad 10s, $169K at
press time).

$115 Hold’em tournament on
Dec. 18 (11a).

SEMINOLE HARD ROCK HOLLYWOOD
Phone: (866) 502-7529
www.seminolehardrockhollywood.com

Mon. $20K Guar. ($300, 6:30p); Tue. $12K Guar.
($150, 6:30p); Fri. $10K Guar. ($150, noon); Sat.
($100, noon).

Mega-Bad Beat (quad 10s, $169K
at press time). See ad Page 11 for
more.

High hands (limit and no-limit) of
the hour every day. See ad Page
11 for more.

SEMINOLE HARD ROCK TAMPA
Phone: (866) 502-7529
www.seminolehardrocktampa.com

Daily ($40-$550), including Night Owl every
Wednesday ($40, with $40 add-on,12:30a). SNGs:
$50-$1,075. See ad on back page.

Mega-Bad Beat (quad 10s, $169K at
press time). Royals pay $500.

Dec. 24, $100K freeroll (See ad on
back page or call for more info).

SEMINOLE HOLLYWOOD CLASSIC
Phone: (866) 222-7466
www.seminolehollywoodcasino.com

SNGs: $50-$100 and are now jackpot eligible.

Mega-Bad Beat (quad 10s, $169K at
press time).

In-house bad beat is aces full of
jacks beaten by quads. Starts at
$2,500, capped at $10K.

SEMINOLE CASINO IMMOKALEE
Phone: (866) 222-7466
www.theseminolecasino.com

Wed. ($35, 7p); Thurs. NL O/8 ($50, 7p); Fri. HA ($60,
7p, ad Page 22); Sat. KO event ($50, 1p) & DeepStack
($115, 7p, 25K chips); Sun. Winner Take All ($30, 7p).

Mega-Bad Beat (quads 10s), plus
players get $100 if Mega hits at any
Seminole room. $10K mini bad beats.

WPT Tuesdays: Qualify for the $10K
WPT tournament at Hollywood
Hard Rock in April.

ST. JOHNS GREYHOUND PARK
Phone: (904) 646-0002
www.jaxpokerroom.com

Daily ($30-$550), $225 $10K Mega Stack every
Saturday night. Limit H.O.S.E. event every Wed.
(7p).

Royals, steel wheels $250 (spades
$500); Super High Hand (Mon.Thurs.); Tourn. Ticket Giveaways.

Chad Brown NLHE Championship
satellites starting in December,
call for details and see ad Page 39.

TAMPA BAY DOWNS
Phone: (813) 298-1798
www.tampabaydowns.com

Daily ($20-$850). SNGs: available at any buy-in at
any time. See ad on Page 19. Ask about the new
monthly H.O.S.E. event.

New higher payouts for quads or
better; $599 high hand payouts
(Fri. & Sat.)

Promotions every day of the week
(see website for details).

TAMPA GREYHOUND TRACK
Phone: (813) 932-4313
www.luckyscards.com

Daily 2p & 6:30p ($30-$60) but 7:30p Fri. & Sat. Ask
about Sunday Challenge last Sun. of month ($115,
1p, 14K chips). SNGs: $65-$410.

Quads ($50), straight flushes ($150)
and royals ($300). Tournament
spade royal progressive.

Aces cracked ($100, 4p-6p); High
hands ($150, 11:30a-2:30p daily &
11p-2a on Fri. & Sat.).

FOXWOODS CASINO
Phone: (800) 369-9663
www.foxwoods.com

Daily, five events (9a & 8p). All 6p tournaments
Mon.-Fri. ($180-$340) are DeepStack events.
SNGs: $60-$550. Check website for details.

Hold’em bad beat is quad eights
and was $260K at press time. Stud
bad beat is quad deuces ($4K).

December XVIII Mega Stack Challenge (Dec. 4- 2). (See website for
full schedule).

MOHEGAN SUN CASINO
Phone: (860) 862-8000
www.mohegansun.com

Daily ($50-$200), including $15K guarantee on
Fridays (2p, $200. 20K chips) & $10K guarantee on
Wednesdays (7:30p, $120, 12K chips).

High hands paid every three hours
daily.

Quarterly $10K freeroll on Jan. 18
(call for details).

ATLANTIC CITY HILTON
Phone: (609) 347-7111
www.hiltonac.com

No tournaments. Poker only spread Friday-Sunday
if there’s enough interest, and generally only a
$1-$2 NLHE cash game gets going.

None at this time.

None at this time.

BALLY’S ATLANTIC CITY
Phone: (609) 340-2000
www.ballysac.com

KO events Mon.-Thurs. (1p and 7p) & Fri. (1p); Fri.
(8p) and Sun. (6p). Buy-ins range from $50 to $75.

Harrah’s AC multiroom bad beat
starts at quad queens and decreases every Wed. until hit ($255K).

2X Comps (Wed. & Thurs.); High
hand (Mon. & Tue.); Quads spins
Winner’s Wheel for prizes.

BORGATA HOTEL CASINO
Phone: (609) 317-1000
www.theborgata.com

Daily (11a and 7p, buy-ins vary), including $15K
guarantee for Wed. events (11a and 7p, $120).
$20K guarantee on Fridays ($200, 12p & 6p).

Bad beat is quad 10s ($95K at press
time) and quad 2s-9s (24K at press
time).

$1,650 DeepStack (Dec.17-18);
Play for a seat in the WPOC (Jan.
30- Feb.4). See website for details.

CAESARS ATLANTIC CITY
Phone: (609) 348-4411
www.caesarsac.com

Mon.-Fri. ($50, 3p & $80 turbo, 9p); Sat. ($60, 1p &
$80, 9p) and Sun. ($50, 1p & $80 turbo, 9p).

Harrah’s AC multiroom bad beat
starts at quad queens and decreases every Wed. until hit ($255K).

Call for promotions.

HARRAH’S ATLANTIC CITY
Phone: (609) 441-5000
www.harrahsresort.com

Daily ($70, 10:15a & midnight); Sun.-Fri. ($80,
1:15p), Sun.-Thurs. ($80, 8:15p), Fri. ($125, 8:15p)
and Sat. ($125, 1:15p).

Harrah’s AC multiroom bad beat
starts at quad queens and decreases every Wed. until hit ($255K).

WSOP circuit event in December,
call for details.

SHOWBOAT ATLANTIC CITY
Phone: (609) 343-4000
www.showboatcasino.com

Mon.-Thurs. & Sun. ($65, 11a, 2p, 7p & 10p), Fri.
($65, 11a, 2p & 10p), Fri. ($100, 7p); Sat. ($100, 11a,
2p, 7p & 10p).

Harrah’s AC multiroom bad beat
starts at quad queens and decreases every Wed. until hit ($255K).

Total Rewards multiplier comps,
plus straight flush earns $20
comp.

TROPICANA ATLANTIC CITY
Phone: (609) 340-4000
www.tropicana.net

Daily (11:15a, $62, 10K chips and 7:15p, $62, 15K
chips).

Bad beat is quads and was $211K
at press time. Tournament bad beat
is $54K.

Call for promotions.

TRUMP TAJ MAHAL CASINO RESORT
Phone: (609) 449-1000
www.playtajpoker.com

Daily ($50-$230 at 12:15p, 4:15p, 7:15p, & midnight), including two DeepStacks on Saturdays
($230, 7:15p) & ($120, 4:15p & midnight).

Bad beat is quads and was $128K
at press time. High Hands entered
into drawings.

Ask about the 50-50 Club and the
Taj Football Challenge.

CONNECTICUT

NEW JERSEY

* SNG = single-table tournaments; all tournaments are no-limit hold’em unless noted. Poker room managers email roth@anteupmagazine.com
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AMELIA BELLE CASINO
Phone: (985) 631-1745
www.ameliabellecasino.com

No tournaments until further notice.

Bad beat is quads over aces full of
10s ($2,500 at press time).

Call for information.

BELLE OF BATON ROUGE
Phone: (800) 266-2692
www.belleofbatonrouge.com

Wed. & Sun., (10a, $50, 1K chips, 15-minute
blinds).

Bad beat is any quads ($92K at
press time). $300 guaranteed cash
prizes on Tuesdays.

Aces cracked wins $100 (Mon., 9a3p); High hand of the hour wins
$50 (Tues, 9a-3p).

BOOMTOWN NEW ORLEANS
Phone: (800) 366-7711
www.boomtownneworleans.com

Tuesday Freeroll (11a) for players w/ 10 hrs. of play
or be a 4 or 5 Star Player, otherwise it costs $10;
Wed. ($35 w/ $10 add on, 7p).

Bad beat (quads beaten by quads
or better) in hold’em ($30K) and
Omaha ($10K).

High hands (Mon., Wed., Sat.,
& Sun.); Splash the Pot (Tue. &
Thurs.).

COUSHATTA CASINO
Phone: (800) 584-7263
www.coushattacasinoresort.com

Daily ($15-$230), including Tue. ($15, 6:30p) with
rebuys & add-ons; Thurs. ($75, 7p); Fri. ($20, 7:30p)
with rebuys; Sat. ($220, 2p, 7K chips).

Bad beat was $83K at press time.

Big Bonus Hands are progressive.

CYPRESS BAYOU/SHORTY’S CASINO
Phone: (800) 284-4386
www.cypressbayou.com

All tournaments are rake-free. Wed. ($40 with two
$20 rebuys and add ons, 6:30p); Sat. Super KO
($60 with two $20 rebuys and add ons, 3p)

Progressive bad beat: quads ($96K at
press time).

Aces cracked, 1st & 3rd Thursday,
2nd & 4th Monday.

ELDORADO CASINO SHREVEPORT
Phone: (318) 220-5274
www.eldoradoshreveport.com

Sun. ($150, 11a); Mon. $2K Guar. ($130, 11a); Tues.
($75 with $25 or $50 rebuy/add-ons, 6:30p); Sat.
($125, 1 rebuy/1 add-on, 11a).

Bad beat: quads ($39K); mini bad
beat is aces full of 10s beaten by
quads. Royals pay $250.

Aces cracked wins $100 (Fri.,
4a-4p). Flush Frenzy and Money
Night Football (call for details).

HARRAH’S NEW ORLEANS
Phone: (504) 533-6000
www.harrahsneworleans.com

Wednesdays ($120, 11a).

Bad beat: quads.

Aces cracked almost every day.

HORSESHOE CASINO BOSSIER CITY
Phone: (800) 895-0711
www.horseshoebossiercity.com

Daily ($100-$400), including last Sunday of the
month ($400, 2p, 10K chips, 30 min levels).

N/A

High Hand; Aces Cracked; Splash
Cash; Football Squares. Call for
details and times.

ISLE OF CAPRI LAKE CHARLES
Phone: (337) 430-2407
www.lake-charles.isleofcapricasinos.com

Weekdays ($60-$90, 6:30p), including Fri. ($60,
noon) & Sat. ($115, noon) plus a Sunday KO event
($60, 2p).

Minor Jackpots (paid 24/7); Get
paid with quads ($25), straight
flush ($50) and royal ($125).

Monday Night Blitz; Drawing for
F-150 truck (Dec. 30). See ad on
Page 35 for details.

PARAGON CASINO
Phone: (800) 946-1946 x1975
www.paragoncasinoresort.com

Mondays ($20, 7p, three rebuys); Tuesday (10:30a,
$18); Thursdays ($20, 7p, unlimited $15 rebuys
and a $50 add-on); Fridays ($60, 7p, $50 rebuys).

Bad beat is $40K; minor pays quads
($25), straight flush ($50) and royals ($125). Call for details.

High hand Wednesdays, $50
every 30 minutes (noon-2:30p
and 9-11:30p)

OAKLAWN RACING & GAMING
Phone: (501) 623-4411
www.oaklawn.com		

Daily, including SNGs ($30) and Sunday $500
guarantee ($5, 10a), all play on PokerPro tables.

Bad beat paid in all hold’em cash
games. Call for details. Daily $100
high hands.

$50 Splash the Pot Tue. and Fri.
(7p-midnight).

SOUTHLAND PARK GAMING & RACING
Phone: (870) 735-3670
www.southlandgreyhound.com

Mon., Tue., Wed. & Sat. ($20, 2p), 3K chips and
15-minute blinds (all play on PokerPro tables).

Bad beat is aces full of jacks beaten
by quads.

Player Rewards cards offer comps
based on play.

DELAWARE PARK
Phone: (302) 355-1050
www.delawarepark.com

Daily ($60-$150), including a $150 event on
Fridays and Saturdays (7p). Saturday’s event will
now be a $10K guar. (10K chips/20 min levels).

Bad beat with descending qualifier
(quad nines) was $55K. Mini is aces
full of kings ($1.5K at press time).

Aces Cracked (2a-10a daily), 30
free tournament entries (call for
details). See ad on Page 43.

DOVER DOWNS HOTEL & CASINO
Phone: (302) 674-4600
www.doverdowns.com

Twice daily (Sun.-Fri., 11a, $55, 6K chips and $80,
7p, 8K chips).

Bad beat (aces full of jacks) was
$102K at press time.

Royal flushes win a Crown Royal
shirt.

HARRINGTON RACEWAY
Phone: (888) 887-5687
www.harringtonraceway.com

Room offers $60 NLHE tournaments, but call for
details. See ad on Page 49.

Bad beat is aces full of kings. Call
for total.

Call about high hands, aces
cracked and football promotions.

ARKANSAS

DELAWARE
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DIAMOND CASINO SAVANNAH (GA.)
Phone: (912) 897-3005
www.diamondcasinosavannah.com

Call for information.

Call for information.

Call for any promotions.

EMERALD PRINCESS II (GA.)
Phone: (912) 265-3558
www.emeraldprincesscasino.com

$125 NLHE event every Saturday night. Please see
ad on Page 49.

Call for information.

Call for any promotions.

HARRAH’S CHEROKEE (N.C.)
Phone: (828) 497-7777
www.harrahscherokee.com

Tournaments and cash games on PokerPro tables.
SNGs: Tuesday and Sunday ($115).

Call for information.

Call for any promotions.

SUNCRUZ AQUASINO (S.C.)
Phone: (843) 280-2933
www.suncruzaquasino.com

Mon. cruise (7p, $110) and Fri. cruise (11a, $110).
SNGs: $60

Bad beat is aces full of jacks beaten
by quads.

Quads ($50), straight flush ($100)
royals ($200).

LOCATION

TOURNAMENTS

JACKPOTS

EVENTS/PROMOTIONS

AMERISTAR VICKSBURG
Phone: (601) 630-4996
www.ameristar.com/vicksburg

Thursdays, ($70, 7p) with one optional add-on.

Mini bad beat (quads over aces
full) pays 10% of full bad beat (any
quads).

Call for details.

BEAU RIVAGE RESORT AND CASINO
Phone: (228) 386-7092
www.beaurivage.com

Daily at noon & 6p ($120-$340), including $20K
guarantee first Saturday of the month ($335,
noon, 4K chips, but 2K more for $10 add-on).

Aces cracked ($200) from
Tues.-Thurs. (4a-noon); $5k cash
giveaways Sunday-Friday.

Single table satellites start Dec. 1
for Southern Championship (Jan.
6-27); Ask about football squares.

BOOMTOWN CASINO BILOXI
Phone: (228) 436-8999
www.boomtownbiloxi.com

No tournaments scheduled unless there is
enough interest.

Bad beat is aces full of kings (More
than $50K). Mini pays 10% (aces
full of jacks).

Aces cracked (24/7) wins up to
$100. Ask about Sunday Football
Squares (min. of $500).

GOLD STRIKE CASINO AND RESORT
Phone: (662) 357-1136
www.goldstrikemississippi.com

Daily ($35-$340). $5K guarantee on the first Sun.
of the month ($230, 1p). $15K guarantee on first
Sat. $15K ($340, 1p). Both have 30-minute levels.

Call for bad beat and royal flush
totals. Cash drawings ($100 hourly)
Tuesdays (1-10p).

Winter Poker Classic, Dec. 2-12. Ask
about MNF $1K cash drawings.

HARD ROCK BILOXI
Phone: (228) 374-7625
www.hardrockbiloxi.com

Daily at 3p ($25-$55). Chip stacks, bonus chip
offers and blinds vary. Website has all details.
SNGs: $75, $125, $235, $550.

Bad beat is aces full of queens
beaten by quads ($20K). Ask about
Hard Rock Jackpot hands.

Ask about Aces Cracked, Are you
Ready For Some Football and
Splash the Pot promotions.

HARLOW’S CASINO
Phone: (662) 335-9797 x144
www.harlowscasino.com

Tuesday & Saturday ($60, $5 add-on, 7:30p).
SNGs: Thursday & Friday ($40, 6p).

Bad beat is aces full of 10s beaten
by quads or better.

Hourly high hands on Wed.; Friday
Flat Screen Frenzy (Tickets to raffle
on 1st Friday of every month)

HARRAH’S TUNICA
Phone: (800) 946-4946, x33760
www.harrahstunica.com

Daily at 1p ($50-$110), including a Thurs. $1.1K
Guar. ($35 w/ rebuys, 1p) and a Thurs. ($50 w/ one
free rebuy, 6p).

Bad beats in hold’em, Omaha and
stud. Progressive Royal Flush pays
jackpot.

High hand promo (Dec. 6- Jan. 6,
Mon.-Fri., 6a-noon).

HOLLYWOOD CASINO BAY ST. LOUIS
Phone: (866) 758-2591 x4026
www.hollywoodcasinobsl.com

Monday and Wednesday ($30, 6:30p).

High hands win $50 Wed., plus
Thurs. lucky table progressive $50,
$100 or $150. (10a-10p).

Ask about the $20K Monday Night
Football Frenzy. Aces cracked is
$100, $200 and $500 on Tuesdays.

HOLLYWOOD CASINO TUNICA
Phone: (800) 871-0711 x5005
www.hollywoodtunica.com

Daily ($10-$70).

Hold’em bad beat (quads or better)
must be in $3-$6 or higher and
there’s a new Omaha jackpot.

Sunday $1K guar. ($10 gets 500
chips, $5 toke gets 1,500, $10
rebuys & $20 add-on for 10K, 2p).

HORSESHOE CASINO TUNICA
Phone: (662) 357-5608
www.horseshoetunica.com

Daily ($65-$160), including Sat. $10K guarantee
($150, 4p) with 10K chips (2K more for $10 addon); Sun ($100, 2p) Super Deep Stack (15K chips).

Bad beat (quads) in hold’em. Flush
Frenzy ($100) if you make a flush in
every suit during your session.

Call for more promotions.

IP CASINO RESORT & SPA
Phone: (888) 946-2847 x8554
www.ipbiloxi.com

Noon ($60, 4K chips). Play Your Way: Play at least 4
hours (9a-9p on Mon., Tue. or Sat. and the house
pays $50 of a $60 buy-in for the next day’s event.

High hands pay $75 hourly
Wednesday (8a-4p). Poker Squares
Sun & Mon. ($1K up for grabs daily)

Aces cracked pays $100 (Tuesdays).

ISLE CASINO BILOXI
Phone: (228) 436-7967
www.biloxi.isleofcapricasinos.com

Daily ($40-$60); Mon. ($45, 3p), Tues. ($60, 2p),
Wed. ($40, 7p), Thurs. ($45, 2p), Fri. ($60, 3p), Sat.
($60, 3p); Wed. & Sat. events are KO/re-buy.

Bad beat available in numerous
games, but hold’em is aces full of
queens ($83K at press time).

Aces full or better (Sun.-Fri., 10amid.). Toys for Tots (thru Dec. 11),
bring $10 toy for extra tourney chips.

SAM’S TOWN CASINO TUNICA		
Phone: (800) 456-0711
www.samstowntunica.com

Daily ($20-$80), including a $3K Guar. on Saturdays ($20, 7p). SNGs: $60-$120. $15K Guar. on
Dec. 4 ($150, 11a, 10K chips).

Bad beat is any quads. Ask about
the Live Action Bonus (Sat. & Sun.,
7a-11a).

Ask about Spin-N-Win (Tue.-Fri.)
and football squares on Sunday.

SILVER SLIPPER CASINO
Phone: (866) 775-4773 x3766
www.silverslipper-ms.com

Mon. ($45, 6p), Thurs. ($75 KO, 7p), Sat. ($45 turbo
KO, noon), Sun. ($65 Omaha, 6:30p).
SNGs: $45, $65 (2K chips, 10 players).

Bad beat is $75K in hold’em, $2,200
for Omaha. Mini is aces full of
deuces ($550 to loser).

Aces cracked wins up to $300
(Tues., Thurs. & Fri.). Splash the Pot
(Mon. & Wed., 11a-9p).

SILVER STAR CASINO (PEARL RIVER)
Phone: (601) 650-1234
www.pearlriverresort.com

Daily, ($35-$60), including a $2,500 guarantee
on Saturdays ($60, 2p). Start times for events are
Mon.-Thurs. (7p) & Fri.-Sun. (2p).

Bad beat in hold’em (quads),
Omaha (quad 7s) and stud (quads).
Diamond royals ($500).

$3,500 freeroll is last Sunday of
every month (5p). Call for details.
4 aces pay $50; high hands ($100).

HOLLYWOOD AT CHARLES TOWN
Phone: (800) 795-7001
www.ctowntables.com

Open 24 hours now, but no tournaments yet.
Please see our Road Trip story on Page 46.

None at this time.

None at this time.

MOUNTAINEER RIVER POKER ROOM
Phone: (304) 387-8458
www.mountaineerpoker.com

Daily ($50-$225, 12:15 & 7:30); Wed. (10:30a),
Sundays ($65, 2p). Please see our Road Trip story
on Page 46.

Bad beat (aces full of kings) was
$23K at press time, and ask about
new payouts.

$20K invitation-only freeroll
on Dec. 18 (Play 25 live hours
between Nov. 24-Dec. 11).

MARDI GRAS CASINO AT TRI-STATE
Phone: (800) 224-9683
www.tristateracetrack.com

Generally events are Sun. (2p), Mon. (1p), Tue. (7p)
& Wed. (7p) and buy-ins vary ($40-$125). Please
see our Road Trip story on Page 47.

Bad beat totals vary by game, but
hold’em (aces full of jacks) was
$30K at press time.

Call for promotions.

WHEELING ISLAND CASINO
Phone: (304) 232-5050
www.wheelingisland.com

Sun-Fri. ($40, 10a); Sat. ($150, 3p, 6K chips), plus
events every night ($40-$65, 7p). Heartland Poker
League (Sat., $60, 5K in chips 10:45a).

Bad beat was $93K at press time.
Please see our Road Trip story on
Page 47 for more information.

Quads or straight flush spins the
wheel; Early bird special on Mon.
Tue. and Thurs. (call for details).

THE GREENBRIER
Phone: (304) 536-7806
www.greenbrier.com

The poker room open only to guests; call for
information.

N/A.

N/A.

WHERE TO PLAY

MISSISSIPPI

WEST VIRGINIA
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PENNSYLVANIA
LOCATION

TOURNAMENTS

JACKPOTS

EVENTS/PROMOTIONS

HARRAH’S CHESTER
Phone: (800) 480-8020
www.harrahschester.com

Call for information. Will host a WSOP circuit event
April 28-May 9. Check anteupmagazine.com for
full story.

Bad beat (quad deuces) was $140K
at press time.

Earn a chance to play with Scotty
Nguyen on Dec 10. Earning period TBD (call for details).

HOLLYWOOD PENN NATIONAL
Phone: (717) 469-2211
www.hcpn.com

None at this time.

None at this time.

None at this time.

MEADOWS CASINO
Phone: (724) 503-1200
www.meadowsgaming.com

Twice daily ($40, 10:30a & $65, 7:30p), including a
DeepStack bounty event on Saturdays ($225, 3p).
Feature events are on Sundays.

Call for information. Please see our
Road Trip story on Page 44.

Big Poker Weekend (Dec. 3-5)
which includes a MegaStack on
Dec. 4 ($330, 1:30p).

MOHEGAN SUN/POCONO DOWNS
Phone: (570) 831-2100
www.mohegansunpocono.com

Daily, ($60-$100, 10a and 7p), including a $60
H.O.S.E. tournament on Thursdays (7p). SNGs are
running around the clock.

Bad beat or high hands coming
soon.

Players card can earn between
50 cents and $1 an hour toward
comps.

MOUNT AIRY CASINO
Phone: (570) 243-5184
www.mtairycasino.com

Pending state approval, planning MTTs and SNGs.

Bad beat is aces full of kings.

None at this time, though high
hands may be coming.

PARX CASINO
Phone: (215) 639-9000
www.parxcasino.com

Poker room opened Nov. 5. Please see our Road
Trip story on Page 44 for more details.

N/A

N/A

RIVERS CASINO
Phone: (412) 231-7777
www.theriverscasino.com

Twice daily (noon, 7:30p) and special events are
on weekends. Please see our Road Trip story on
Page 45 for more details.

Bad beat is aces full of jacks, and
high hands are paid twice daily.

Call for information.

SANDS CASINO BETHLEHEM
Phone: (877) SANDS-77
www.sandsbethworks.com

Likely coming between January and March 2011,
and the room recently received state approval to
add 11 tables.

Bad beat is quads and is a onetable winner.

None at this time.

You can receive Ante Up at home for just $30. Or maybe you want a back issue.
Do you want all of the back issues? Go to anteupmagazine.com/magazine

POKER PRODUCTS
From Ante Up Sponsors
Texas Hold’em Tactics
This fantastic MP3 set is a must have for
building your bank roll in the fastest amount
of time possible. This is essential info if
you want to play with the “big boys” for
the biggest pot. Texas Hold’em Tactics
comes in a set of four MP3 disks
containing in-depth interviews
with four of the planet’s greatest young Texas Hold’em pros.
In these interviews these pros
reveal the highly effective tactics, strategies and techniques
they use to achieve massive
wins. From this package, you
will acquire expert knowledge
of tackling the pressures of
Texas Hold’em and dramatically maximize your winnings.
This exciting MP3 set is exactly what you need to blast your game
to the next level!
Visit www.texasholdem-tactics.co.uk and
order your copy now! Take advantage of
a 20% discount on your order by emailing
info@texasholdem-tactics.co.uk and quote
promo code: ANTEUP20%, an offer to ANTE UP readers only.

Four POKER PRO’s reveal in an
exclusive interview the highly effective
tactics, strategies and techniques they
use to achieve massive wins!

Log onto

www.texasholdem-tactics.co.uk 
and find out how to achieve
massive wins!
Use promo code

‘20%’ and get 20% OFF!

iGambler
No more jumping
from website to website
or endless casino hopping to ﬁnd the perfect
poker tournament.
Make the most of your
weekend trip by planning
your tournament play
in advance. With iGambler’s unique features,
you can:
• Use the Tournament
Locator to ﬁnd Casino
and League events across
the U.S.
• Search by Location,
Satellites, Payouts, Buyins, Game Types and
Distance.
• Organize selected
events in the “My Scheduled Events” list.
• Track your game play by vertical (Casino, League, Online and
Home) to analyze your performance.
• Record your results in “My Game Play” to analyze your play history. Use our exclusive online portal to export your data to a spreadsheet for ofﬂine viewing.
• Record the level of detail you want to track, including dealer and
hostess tips.
With iGambler, it’s Your Game — Anytime, Anywhere!™ Available now on the Apple iTunes Store.
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What’s your favorite poker game and why? I just like to play mixed me when you’re around a poker table believe half of what you see and
games, with as many games in the mix as possible, because usually none of what you hear.
What does poker need? I think poker is doing really well. The only
people have weaknesses in some of the games and I’m pretty even in
thing holding it back are the arcane laws. We need the UIGEA overall of them.
turned and online poker regulated.
What’s the biggest pot you’ve ever won? Hmmm … I don’t reIf you weren’t a poker player you’d be a … Today there’s not
member. (laughs) I probably remember more of the bigger
TH E IN TERVIE
much else I could do because I’m over the hill. But if I
bets I’ve lost. I know on High Stakes Poker I lost that $900K
AR
hadn’t gone into poker I might have gone into medical
pot to Durrrr. That’s probably the biggest pot I ever lost.
school and done some research.
But I don’t remember the biggest pot I ever won.
Who’s is your hero? I admired people like Gandhi and
Who’s the best poker player in the world? Well, you know, I
Malcolm X.
usually don’t like to talk about the best because it changWhat’s your poker dream? I think the only thing you
es all the time. Not everyone is always playing their “A”
TE
E.
UPM
could consider a dream at this point for me is winning the
game. But we can all see the guy with the best results has
A G A ZI N
(WSOP) Main Event. And in lieu of that at least making the
been Phil Ivey, and what else do we have to go by than remain event final table.
sults?
How much money do you have on you right now? I have a few IOUs in my
Best poker advice you’ve received: I’ve been pretty self-made at poker
so I haven’t gotten much advice. But I remember when I was young, pocket so I think it’s negative right now because of all the prop bets
for some reason it always sticks out, a professional poker player told I’ve lost in the World Series. (laughs)
@A
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The Bear, as he’s known in the poker world, found a few moments during a
break at a recent tournament to chat with Ante Up’s Chris Cosenza about
some of the basic questions our readers wanted to know about him and his
life. Barry is always a fun interview and never is one to give you a boilerplate
answer. Here are his thoughts on poker advice, heroes and IOUs.
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EXCLUSIVE FREEROLLS!

THINKING OF PLAYING ONLINE POKER?
LET US HOOK YOU UP WITH THE BEST FIRST-DEPOSIT BONUSES AVAILABLE AT

ANTEUPMAGAZINE.COM
BONUS: $600
SIGNUP CODE: ANTEUPMAG
BONUS CODE: STARS600

BONUS
$600
CODE
ANTEUPMAG

BONUS
$650
CODE
PNEWS

BONUS: $1,000
CODE: PNEWS

BONUS: $500
GO TO ANTEUPMAGAZINE.COM
AND USE OUR BONUS LINK

BONUS: $600
CODE: ANTEUP67

BONUS: $1,000
GO TO ANTEUPMAGAZINE.COM
AND USE OUR BONUS LINK

BONUS: $1,000
CODE: PNEWS

BONUS: $1,600
GO TO ANTEUPMAGAZINE.COM
AND USE OUR BONUS LINK

Go to anteupmagazine.com/online-poker-rooms for the easiest way to start playing and earning your bonuses!

Full House. Florida-style.

ALL NEW

HIGH
ST KES
POKER

ALL IN. ALL THE TIME.

Central Florida’s only 24/7/365
High Stakes Poker Room

$100,000 Free Roll Poker Tournament
December 24 at 10AM
$250 Buy-in

Waiting around to open presents is boring so get your holiday
party started early. The top 80 Players win cold hard cash to
post-holiday shop.

WPT Satellite Free Roll Poker Tournament
January 9 at 10AM
Earn Free Entry

Accumulate 50 hours of NET live action play from December 1 December 31 and receive your entry into this World Poker Tour Event!
Limited to the first 400 players who qualify.

10 winners from the January 9 tournament will receive
$2,500 cash and an entry into the WPT Tournament held
in Biloxi, MS on January 23 - 27.

For Group Motor Coach Information Call 1-877-529-7653.

i-4 at north orient road • 813.627.rock • seminolehardrocktampa.com

© 2010 Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino. All rights reserved. Must be at least 18 years old to play Live Action Poker. See Brush Stand for complete details. Persons who have been trespassed or
banned by the Seminole Tribe of Florida or those who have opted into the self-exclusion program are not eligible. If you or someone you know has a gambling problem, please call 1-888-ADMIT-IT.

