anteupmagazine.com | @anteupmagazine | facebook.com/anteupmagazine | August 2012

YOUR POKER MAGAZINE

TM

YOUR 2012 WSOP CHAMPIONS
But who will win the most important bracelet of all?

CALIFORNIA

PROFILES AND DAILIES

FLORIDA

WPT AND CHARITIES

NEVADA

ATLANTIS THRIVES

MISSISSIPPI

WSOPC RETURNS TO IP

DELAWARE

IRONMAN CHALLENGE

OUR MISSION
Ante Up, YOUR Poker Magazine, is dedicated to America’s everyday poker players and their poker rooms.

PUBLISHING LLC

Scott
Long

AN OLYMPIC DREAM

Two years ago, we used this column for an ambitious idea. As the
Winter Olympics wrapped in Vancouver, we dared to dream poker, if
just as an exhibition, might be part of the London Games, which are
running now until Aug. 12.
As you may have guessed, that never happened. But couldn’t you
see Doyle Brunson, nearly 80 years old, propping himself up with his
black crutch on the podium, removing his trademark cowboy hat so an
Olympic official could slip the gold medal around his neck as the StarSpangled Banner echoed throughout the Empire Casino?
A lofty idea to say the least. After all, no matter how much we promote poker as a game of skill, the common man will think it’s purely
gambling. Comparisons to golf and tennis (sports with tours of individual players vying for large sums of cash and accepted as Olympic
endeavors) should quell the naysayers as poker players competing for
cash on their tour is no different.
With national pastimes, such as baseball and softball, being left off
the Olympic roster, it’s hard to imagine poker finding its way into the
Games. When we broached this subject, we said one of the major hurdles was getting the International Olympic Committee to recognize
poker as a legitimate sport. We have the required numbers and diversity, but perhaps an even bigger sticking point may be the players.
As the World Series of Poker gets put on hiatus until October, we
still can hear the cliché sound bytes: “It wasn’t about the money; it’s always been about the bracelet,” and “I’d give up the money if it meant
I’d win the bracelet.” Well, poker in the Olympics would give them
that chance to compete for the sake of competition. What’s more prestigious than representing your country against other countries trying to
prove their mettle, or maybe that’s medal? Can poker players see their
way to entering an event where there’s no money involved? If it truly is
about the bracelet, then wouldn’t a gold medal be just as sacred?
Perhaps we can convince Caesars Entertainment to agree to name
the Olympics an official bracelet event. CE always says it wants to promote poker on a global scale; what better way to do that than to have
poker in the Olympics? Yes, this idea has about the same chance as
hitting a one-outer on the river, but we can have an Olympic dream,
too, can’t we? We’ll see you at the tables.
— Christopher Cosenza and Scott Long

What’s this?
Download the free QR Reader app to your smartphone at gettag.mobi or in your app store. When you see
a QR code, scan it with the app and your phone will take
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MP3s, videos or even offers from our advertisers.
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WSOPC kicks off season at the IP
T

he World Series has just barely finished and already the buzz has
started about the first WSOP Circuit event of the new season.
Kicking off Aug. 9 at the IP Resort and Casino in Biloxi, Miss., circuit
grinders can look forward to 12
days of non-stop events. Whether
you’re looking to get a jump on
the 2012-13 points race for the
national championship or just get
your feet wet in circuit play, this is
one of the best events to attend.
JENNIFER GAY • MISSISSIPPI Historically, the fields are a bit
smaller than comparable events in
other cities, making the IP an excellent place to snag a WSOPC ring.
The IP resort, which the Boyd Gaming family
recently acquired, had a lengthy renovation. The
property is absolutely stunning, waterfront and offers poker players the chance to rack up cashes in
WSOP-sanctioned events while enjoying the amenities and liberal comps/discounts typical of Boyd
properties.
The events in Southern Mississippi always draw
some of the best players in the Gulf Coast region,
but also lure plenty of tourists for cash games. This
is one of many stops with the Poker Tournament
Consultants crew, and after Jimmy Sommerfeld’s retirement in January, Bill Bruce now serves as tournament director. Players can expect the same experienced tournament
staff they’ve come to expect for this event.
Though details are still emerging, the main event will feature
a $1,620 buy-in. Ring events range from $365 to $1,125. As usual,
nightly tournaments and a variety of satellites (single-table and mega)
will be available. Special room rates will be offered, with contact information and details available at ipbiloxi.com.
While you’re in Biloxi playing, be sure to congratulate local pros

Tim Burt and David Nicholson. Both met with significant success at this
year’s 43rd annual WSOP in Las Vegas. Burt cashed in eighth place
for $20K in Event 42 (O/8-stud/8). This was his third cash for the
series. Nicholson also had three cashes, with his best being sixth in
Event 33 (no-limit hold’em, $75K).
You might as well make your visit an extended stay. Just a few days
after the Aug. 20 close of the WSOPC event, the Beau Rivage follows
with its Gulf Coast Poker Championship. Beginning Aug. 23 and running through Sept. 3, this tournament is part of the Mississippi MGM
tour that begins and ends with the Million Dollar Heater in January at the Beau. Each of these events features impressive guarantees
this year. The GCPC offers $1 million in guaranteed prize pools. The
main event ($2,600) is guaranteed to pay $500K.
On Aug. 24-26, the $340 NLHE event guarantees
$250K and a $230 event on Aug. 28 guarantees
$75K. Anyone who attended the Million Dollar
Heater in January knows these events draw a crowd.
The standard nightly tournaments take on a higher
competitive edge this year with added value thrown
into the mix. Each 7 p.m. event is $100, and tallies
repeat victors on a tournament leaderboard. At the
end of the series, the winner of the 7 p.m. leaderboard receives a main-event seat. As always with the
Beau, special room rates are available. Find more
information at beaurivage.com.
With so much to look forward to in Mississippi,
there’s hardly time to waste. Hopefully, as the weather nears cooling
off a bit and the children are back to school, I can look forward to seeing you at the poker tables. It looks like most of the fall will be spent
at the Southern end of the state, with back-to-back excellent tournaments. If last year was any indication, rooms and restaurant reservations will fill up quickly, so start making your plans now.
— Jennifer Gay is Ante Up’s Mississippi Ambassador. She can be contacted at
facebook.com/aceofjewels or at jennifergay80@hotmail.com.
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Raymer’s Fossilman training coming to town
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had a chance to speak with Greg Raymer during the recent Heartland
Poker Tour stop in St. Louis. Raymer, a 1982 graduate of Parkway
South High in St. Louis County, still has friends in the area.
Despite his highlight of winning the World Series of Poker
Main Event, Raymer holds a
long-term view on success.
“Poker is a game of 100 percent skill; it’s just you have to wait
for the long run to know who is
DON MATUSOFSKY • MISSOURI the most skillful,” he said. “I don’t
use words like luck in the sense of
an aura or entity that is luck. It’s a way of saying that today variance
was not in my favor.”
I asked what he thought of the live-hand analysis in WSOP streaming coverage.
“There was very good analysis. The hands they thought the players
might have, were the most sensible for them to be holding.”
And does that help the viewers better understand hand ranges?

“Good players hear that and get better, but bad players, unless they
are active in trying to get better, it’s just going to blow right over their
heads,” he said.
Raymer is bringing Fossilman Poker Training to Lumiere Place Casino on Sept. 26.
“We are excited to have Greg doing a seminar at Lumiere and
should bring a lot of new players into the St. Louis area,” Lumiere
poker room manager Anthony Chester said. Contact the poker room for
details at (314) 881-7569.
The training event will have a morning lecture and live-hand labs
in the afternoon. One problem Raymer sees is a player having too
narrow of a range for opponents’ hands.
“You don’t put someone on one hand. You have to think about all
the hands he might have and how he might play those,” he said.
In the hand-play section of the seminar, players will work through
hands and analyze play from each position.
“The point is not to play poker, but to learn poker,” he said.
— Don Matusofsky is Ante Up’s Missouri Ambassador. Email him at
anteupdonm@gmail.com.
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Daily tournaments are plentiful, too
A

s I’ve mentioned previously, there’s never
a shortage for a tournament series in Los
Angeles, with large guarantees and a variety
of games. But what if you’re just in town
for a few days and don’t have a week to play
one event? What if you have a free day or
afternoon on a business trip and just want to
play some poker without a huge time commitment?
Here’s a summary of weekday or evening
tournaments in Los Angeles you may want to
explore. In some cases, there’s an opportunity
for bonus chips for a dealer or staff tip. I’ve
included that in the entry fee since nearly everyone takes advantage of this.

Monday
11:30 a.m.: Hollywood Park, $40, $2,500
guarantee, knockout bounty, unlimited $10
rebuys/add-ons for first 90 minutes.
Noon: Bicycle Casino, $50, $3K guarantee.
Noon: Commerce Casino, $120, $3K guarantee, double-stack turbo.
1 p.m.: Hawaiian Gardens, $35, $8K guarantee, unlimited $10 rebuys/add-ons.
6 p.m.: Commerce Casino, $55, two $40
rebuys allowed in first two levels.
6 p.m.: Bicycle Casino, $50, $4K guarantee.
6:30 p.m.: Hollywood Park, $50, $1,500
guarantee, deepstack, one $50 rebuy.
7 p.m.: Hustler Casino, $100, $5K guarantee, $50 rebuys.

Tuesday
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11:30 a.m.: Hollywood Park, $40, $2500
guarantee, unlimited $10 rebuys/add-ons for
first 90 minutes.
Noon: Bicycle Casino, $50, $3K guarantee,
$10 bounties.
1 p.m.: Hawaiian Gardens, $60, $5K guarantee, re-entry and one $50 rebuy allowed.
6 p.m.: Commerce Casino, $55, $3K guarantee, $20 rebuys first hour.
6 p.m.: Bicycle Casino, $70, $4K guaran-
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tee, bounties are $10.
6:30 p.m.: Hollywood Park, $50, $1,500
guarantee, deepstack, one $50 rebuy.
7 p.m.: Hustler Casino, $140, $4K guarantee, deepstack turbo, one $100 rebuy.

Wednesday
11:30 a.m.: Hollywood Park, $40, $2,500
guarantee, straddle allowed, unlimited $10
rebuys/add-ons for first 90 minutes.
Noon: Bicycle Casino, $40, $3K guarantee.
Noon: Commerce Casino, $55, $3K guarantee, two $40 rebuys allowed in first four
levels.
1 p.m.: Hawaiian Gardens, $110, $5K
guarantee, $25 bounties, one $40 add-on in
first three levels.
5 p.m.: Bicycle Casino, $30, $7K guarantee, Quantum Reload Session A.
6 p.m. Commerce Casino, $65, $3K guarantee, deepstack turbo.
6:30 p.m.: Bicycle Casino, $45, $7K guarantee, Quantum Reload Session B.
6:30 p.m.: Hollywood Park, $50, $1,500
guarantee, deepstack, one $50 rebuy.
6:45 p.m.: Hawaiian Gardens, $100, $7K
guarantee, re-entry first two levels, two $40
rebuys first three levels.
7 p.m.: Normandie Casino, $100, $7K
guarantee, one $85 rebuy.
7 p.m.: Hustler Casino, $140, $4K guarantee, one $100 rebuy.

Thursday
11:30 a.m.: Hollywood Park, $40, $2,500
guarantee, unlimited $10 rebuys/add-ons for
first 90 minutes.

Noon: Bicycle Casino, $50, $3K guarantee,
$10 bounties.
Noon: Commerce Casino, $120, doublestack turbo.
1 p.m.: Hawaiian Gardens, $35, $5K guarantee, unlimited $10 rebuys/add-ons.
5 p.m.: Bicycle Casino, $30, $7K guarantee, Quantum Reload Session A.
6 p.m.: Commerce Casino, $120, $3K guarantee, Triple Chance.
6:30 p.m.: Bicycle Casino, $45, $7K guarantee, Quantum Reload Session B.
6:30 p.m.: Hollywood Park, $50, $1,500
guarantee, deepstack, one $50 rebuy.
6:45 p.m.: Hawaiian Gardens, $85, $6K
guarantee, one $40 add-on and re-entry allowed in first three levels.
7 p.m.: Hustler Casino, $180, $5K guarantee, $50 bounties.

Friday
11:30 a.m.: Hollywood Park, $40, $7K guarantee, unlimited $10 rebuys/add-ons for first
90 minutes.
Noon: Bicycle Casino, $40, $3K guarantee.
6 p.m.: Commerce Casino, $180, $15K
guarantee, $50 bounties.
6:30 p.m.: Hollywood Park, $40, $7K/$12K
guarantee, unlimited rebuys/add-ons, $12K
guarantee first and second Friday of the
month, $7K other Fridays.
6:45 p.m.: Hawaiian Gardens, $160, $15K
guarantee, re-entry allowed first three levels.
7 p.m.: Hustler Casino, $170, $5K guarantee, deepstack.
Many casinos suspend daily tournaments
if they’re running a tournament series. I always recommend checking the website or
call ahead if you’re considering playing one
of these, or if you want to know about the
structure. Casino information can be found
on our Where to Play pages in the back of
the magazine.
— Dave Palm is Ante Up’s Los Angeles Ambassador.
Email him at LA.AnteUp@gmail.com.

Legends of Poker runs until Aug. 29
The Bicycle Casino’s signature series, Legends of Poker, runs
through Aug. 29, culminating with its World Poker Tour Main
Event, which will be Aug. 24-29. The prize pool will be an estimated $3 million, and numerous satellites will run for the $3,700
buy-in.
One tournament that is certain to grab everyone’s attention
during the series is the $150 event that begins Aug. 3, has a
$1 million guarantee and 11 starting days. The final table will
be Aug. 16.
Other notable events in the series include H.O.R.S.E. tounaments, a LIPS Tour event, deuce-to-seven triple draw, pot-limit
Omaha and numerous large guarantees. For a look at the full
schedule, please see the ad on the facing page.

Ante Up’s LoriAnn
Persinger repels
out a window
(more than once)
during TNT’s The
Great Escape.
Ante Up Southern California Ambassador LoriAnn Persinger was a
contestant on TNT’s The Great Escape. She and her husband, Rick, won
the contest, earning $100K! Her poker column is on Page 14.
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Lessinger wanted more than banking

B

orn in the Bronx, the son of an investment firm executive and
pharmaceutical compliance auditor, Matt Lessinger has had an interesting ride on the poker bus with his final (for now) destination being
Northern California.
Though he spends less time as a
player at the tables these days, he’s
still engaged in the industry, working as an Asian games supervisor
at the Oaks Club in Emeryville.
With a degree in economics
from Haverford College (near
BRET MILLER • NORCAL
Philadelphia), Lessinger seemed
to be following in his father’s footsteps. He landed a job in the investment banking industry, where he
lasted six weeks. Realizing he wanted to work in the gaming industry,
he moved to Atlantic City, attended dealers school and picked up
a position at the Claridge. Within seven months, he showed
leadership abilities and was promoted. At 22, he was the
youngest floorman in all of AC. When Lessinger wasn’t
patrolling the pits, he could be found at the Sands playing
pot-limit and no-limit hold’em. One of his contemporaries
at the time was Phil Ivey, who was known as Jerome (the name
on his fake ID).
Experiencing steady, moderate wins, Lessinger moved to Vegas
to become a professional player in early ’99. Within a month of moving to Sin City, he placed second in the Sam Boyd Poker Classic, then
a month later took down the Carnivale of Poker pot-limit hold’em
championship, and final-tabled the NLHE championship the next
day.
Riding high on his success, Lessinger ventured to a tournament series in Tunica where he grinded the whole series barely breaking even.
It was on his way back to Vegas when he decided he wasn’t keen on

working hard for 10 days with nothing to show for his effort, so he was
going to be primarily a cash-game player. He still plays some tournaments and remains successful overall, with four cashes at the World
Series of Poker (including 144th in the ’08 main event), and first- and
fifth-place finishes on the Heartland Poker Tour to name a few.
In 2001, the allure of California poker brought Lessinger to the Bay
area, where he played as a proposition player for eight years. In 2009,
he took a brief leave of the brick-and-mortar industry to play online.
At first he held court in the $10-$20 stud/8 games and beyond, but
working from home and making a nice living came to a screeching halt
on Black Friday, when Lessinger and his wife, Mirna, were vacationing
in Europe.
Before he returned to the United States to determine what his options were, he got a call from his old stomping grounds, the Oaks. A
position had opened and he was the man for the job.
I’ve known Matt for about a decade and look at him as a true
industry professional. From his game strategy to dealing with
the ups and downs of it all, he has led by example. As with
most industries, the total dynamic of poker has changed
dramatically (and continues to change) and there are few
people who have altered their actions to fit the game as well
as he has.
Along with his steady performance and involvement in the
industry, he’s also a poker columnist and has received success with
The Book of Bluffs: How to Bluff and Win at Poker.
Given his experience, knowledge and track record in the industry, I
asked him to sum up his success.
“Poker is great as a second job. Playing without a salary is very
tough. Although it’s OK to go broke when you’re 21 years old, it’s not
OK when you’re in your 30s or 40s.”
— Bret Miller is the Ante Up Ambassador for Northern California. Email him at
anteupbret@gmail.com.

She can cross playing WSOP off bucket list
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atherine Leon, a native San Diegan who has been playing poker
since 1987, belongs to a local poker club, which is where she won
an all-expenses-paid trip to Vegas and a seat in the World Series of
Poker’s Event 38, a $1,500 buy-in tournament.
She earned the most points
over the past year at her
poker club, which she
has belonged to for three
years, and that earned
her the opportunity to
compete for a bracelet.
LORIANN PERSINGER • SOCAL Like so many poker players, it was a dream come
true for her.
“I know it will be an exciting and exhausting tournament, but this
is what we poker players dream of,” Katherine said before the event.
“When I sit down at my table I will be able to cross playing in a WSOP
bracelet event off my bucket list.”
Not only was it exciting, but she played at her first table with 2009
world champ Joe Cada, and she managed to outlast him and 2,094 entrants to place 439th. While she finished out of the money, it’s still an
impressive showing for a WSOP rookie.

“What a fantastic time I had,” she said. Plus her bucket list is now
a little shorter.
TOURNAMENT TIDBITS: The Oceans 11 annual July 4 tournament and
barbecue attracted 177 entrants for a $53,100 prize pool. Elias Alawi
claimed the title and $6,285. While the top 10 all took home at least
$3,495, those who placed 11-18 each won $640 from the $340
event. … On July 2, the Sycuan poker room started its mega
satellites for entry into the WPT Doyle Brunson Five Diamond
World Poker Classic.
These tournaments will be Monday, Tuesday and
Wednesday nights at 6:30 until Oct. 24. Top 10 qualify for
the super satellites Oct. 29-Nov. 7. Top players from each super (number to be determined at a later date) return Nov. 11 to
play for the grand prize, which includes the $10,300 buy-in and $1K
for travel expenses.
PERSONALITIES: On July 4 my husband, Rick, and I were playing in a
sociable $1-$2 no-limit hold’em game in the Barona poker room. At
11:30 p.m. it was announced our dealer, Younger Phelps, had just dealt
his last hand of poker. After five years he had been promoted to a floor
supervisor. Congratulations and good luck in your new position.
— LoriAnn Persinger is Ante Up’s Southern California Ambassador. Email her at
anteuploriann@gmail.com.

INTERESTED IN LOCAL TOURNAMENTS AND PROMOTIONS? TURN TO OUR WHERE TO PLAY PAGES IN THE BACK OF THE MAGAZINE.
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Cohen twins lead s. florida charity efforts
P
oker charity events always have been near and dear to my heart.
What better way to raise funds for needy causes than to have a fun
time on the felt, where a reasonable portion of the buy-ins are contributed to the benefiting organization while at the same time providing
substantial prizes to the winners to attract participants. And with those
players all in the same room for
several hours, you have the added
attraction of a great social time
mixed in and a captive audience to
spread the word about your cause.
It certainly beats a golf tournament, where the participants are
DAVE LEMMON • S. FLORIDA
spread out over 50,000 acres of
land for most of the afternoon.
Poker Gives, started by Linda Johnson, Jan Fisher, Mike Sexton and Lisa
Tenner, has been a visible organization on the charity scene at the
World Series of Poker for years, with its 1 percent program involving
many big-name players to raise money for its roster of five great charitable organizations. Coming up soon will be the group’s third annual
National Poker Month in September with live charity events spread
around the country. For more information and assistance to host your
own event, go to pokergives.org.
The most successful charity tournament of all-time was the Big
One for One Drop, which raised more than $5.3 million for the Guy
Laliberte initiative to bring fresh water to disadvantaged families all
over the globe. This high-profile $1-million buy-in event raised awareness for this global catastrophe and continues to bring in hundreds of
thousands of additional aid to the unfortunate suffering from disease
and dehydration because of the lack of clean water.
Here in South Florida, the deans of charity poker sponsorship
are identical twins Bernard and Irwin Cohen, who sponsored their
first poker event at Hollywood’s Seminole Hard Rock in 2005.
It was an immediate success, attracting more than 250 players. Now the attorney brothers are set to present their 18th
tournament on Aug. 9, the Summer Poker Charity Classic
at the Hard Rock. Though they hadn’t played poker since
they were children — “We used to play for baseball cards,”
Bernard said. — they immediately accepted the chance to become sponsors of an event that would help needy children.
“Whenever we have the opportunity to help children, we jump
right in and don’t wait for the flop,” Bernard said.
Their events usually benefit the David Posnack Jewish Community
Center in Davie (known as “The J”), focusing on the center’s programs
assisting families who have children with special needs. “These events
are like our Special Olympics,” he said.
When I asked if the recent proliferation of poker charity events
made it tougher to raise the needed funds, Bernard said, “We never
have goals on how much money we raise because we are looking at a
win-win situation … of course, we feel that we can never raise enough
money when it comes to children of special needs.”

After teaming with good friend Michael “Grinder” Mizrachi over the past
two years with his January event, the Hard Rock came calling again to
kick off its Summer Splash series with another charity tournament.
“They told us that our events have been the most successful charity
events they have ever hosted and enjoy working with both The J and
Cohen & Cohen, so again we didn’t hesitate,” he said.
With his focus firmly on making this August event another in a long
line of fun and successful events, I asked Bernard about his plans for
future tournaments. He laughed and said, “Our future is just like the
sun; it just keeps getting brighter and brighter.”
The Summer Poker Charity Classic to benefit the David Posnack
Jewish Community Center’s Preschool/Special Needs Scholarship
Fund is Aug. 9 at 7 p.m. Buy-in is $150 and one free rebuy is available
if the ticket is purchased by Aug. 2 (a $30 value). During play, there
will be an optional rebuy structure for the first 90 minutes with rebuys
of $30 and a $50 add-on. For more information, go to jccpoker.com.
WSOP RECAP: After Cory Zeidman’s win in the World Series of Poker’s
Event 4 (profiled in last month’s column), players with South Florida
ties made numerous final-table appearances, but had only a couple of
small-profile victories until late in the series. Until, that is, the Grinder
found himself in a familiar position. Mizrachi dominated the final table en route to his third WSOP bracelet by winning the $50,000 Poker
Players Championship for the second time in the last three years, collecting $1.4 million. He’s the only player to win that title twice.
Joey Weissman of Boca Raton held a huge lead throughout the latter
stages of Event 46, a $2,500 hold’em event, only to see France’s Jeremy
Quehen reel him in and take the lead. However, Weissman fought back
and captured the $694K first prize by turning things back in his favor,
finally capturing the title with a nut flush on the final hand.
Earlier in the series, Coral Springs native Randy Ohel, now a fulltime poker pro in Las Vegas, brought home the gold. He was
a 2004 graduate of the University School at Nova Southeastern University in Davie before attending the University
of Florida.
The 26-year-old outlasted Benjamin Lazar in a grueling six-hour head-to-head battle to win Event 22 ($2,500
deuce-to-seven lowball triple draw). At one point in the final
duel, Ohel had a 16-1 chip disadvantage and the lead changed
hands 14 times. Ohel earned $145K for the victory. He later reached
another final table in Event 58 ($3K PLO/8), eventually going out
fifth for $75K.
Fifteen other final-table appearances highlighted the South Florida
rake. Headed into the main event, Jason Mercier of Davie led all South
Florida players in number of cashes with six, while Hayden Fortini of
Vero Beach and Kyle Bowker of Hollywood each had five. Fred Goldberg
(Hollywood), Tristan Wade (Boynton Beach), Chris Bolek (Boca Raton),
Michael Aron (PB Gardens), Corey Burbick (Davie), Michael DeGilio (Port St.
Lucie) and Benjamin Palmer (Boca Raton) each cashed four times.
— Big Dave Lemmon is Ante Up’s South Florida Ambassador. Email him at
bigdave@pokeractionline.com.
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Poker turning ‘Wild’ at Isle Casino
W

ild Tallahassee Poker, a new game designed to bring new players into poker rooms for a social game where no one’s entire
stack is on the line during any hand, debuted at the Isle Casino in
Pompano Beach, Fla., on July 1.
The game, created by Antonio Pinzari and approved by Florida’s Department of Pari-Mutuel Wagering, features a low cap on buy-in, no
more than two raises per street and a wild card on the final street
to build action. At the Isle, it’s being played with $1-$2-$3 betting
rounds.
“I (created) it to create action; I did it to bring new players into the
game who can’t afford large buy-ins and are not well-versed in Texas
Hold’em and are afraid to go into brick-and-mortar rooms,” Pinzari
said. “After they’re not intimidated in brick-and-mortar games, hopefully they’ll gravitate to new games and all cardroom managers agree
that you need to attract new players.”
The game is played with a standard, 52-card deck. Players ante,
then are dealt two hole cards, which is followed by a round of betting.
Three two-card flops are put on the board, with a round of betting
after each. A final community card, the Wild Tallahassee card, is put
on the board, and that card rank is now wild. A final round of betting
occurs, and the winning hand is the best five-card hand, using the two
hole cards, one of the two-card flops and the Wild Tallahassee card.
The best hand is five aces. For a video demonstration of the game,
visit wildtallahasseepoker.com. Pinzari also offers live lessons on the
game at the Isle.

The Isle Casino has exclusive rights to the game through Oct. 1,
but Pinzari plans to offer it to other rooms in Florida, Mississippi,
California, Nevada and beyond after that date. A bad-beat jackpot
option may be added to the game later. S
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bestbet jax hosts Summer Series, WPT
T

he weather outside is frightful, but the
poker action inside of the new bestbet
Jacksonville poker room is delightful. Bestbet is proud to bring back the bestbet Summer Series that will feature 17 events and a
$300,000 guarantee World Poker Tour Regional Main Event.
The bestbet Summer Series runs Aug. 24Sept. 10 as the main event is Sept. 7-10. Some
of the featured tournaments on the schedule
are as follows:
EVENT 1: NLHE, Day 1A is Aug. 24, Day 1B
is Aug. 25 (both start at noon), $230, 40-minute rounds, 15K chips, $50K guarantee.
EVENT 3: Omaha/8, Aug. 27, noon, $230,
30-minute rounds, 10K chips.
EVENT 6: NLHE re-entry, Day 1A is Aug.
30, Day 1B is Aug. 31, Day 1C is Sept. 1 (all
start at noon), $340, 40-minute rounds, 15K
chips, $100K guarantee.

TROY LENNON • N. FLORIDA
EVENT 7: All-In-or-Fold, Sept. 1, 3 p.m.,
$150, 30-minute rounds, 10K chips.
EVENT 8: NLHE, Sept. 2, 3 p.m., $560,
40-minute rounds, 15K chips.
EVENT 9: PLO/8, Sept. 3, noon, $340,
30-minute rounds, 10K chips.
EVENT 10: NLHE bounty ($100), Sept. 3,
3 p.m., $340, 30-minute rounds, 10K chips.
EVENT 11: NLHE 6-Max, Sept. 4, noon,
$340, 30-minute rounds, 10K chips.
EVENT 13: NLHE, Sept. 5, noon, $560,
40-minute rounds, 15K chips.

EVENT 16: NLHE bounty ($100), Sept. 8,
3 p.m., $340, 30-minute rounds, 10K.
The $300K guarantee main event includes
two Day 1s (Sept. 7-8). The $1,500 buy-in
gets you 60-minute rounds and 20K chips.
With the extra Day 1, you’ll be able to re-enter the tournament if you’re knocked out of
Day 1A. Day 2 is Sept. 9 and the final table
will be Sept. 10. All action begins at noon for
this tournament.
There’s no better way to beat the brutal
August heat here in North Florida than stacking up chips, sipping a cold one and staking
your claim to the huge guarantees the bestbet
Summer Series has to offer. Spend your time
mixing it up with top local and national pros.
Don’t sweat it out on the beach, sweat it out
on the river.
— Troy Lennon is the Ante Up Ambassador for
North Florida. Email him at anteuptroy@gmail.com.

DeBoer wins WPT main event at Hard Rock Tampa, $128K

S

ix-digit tournament scores were once a
dream in Central Florida, but have now
become a regular occurrence in the bay area.
Seminole Hard Rock Tampa hosted its World
Poker Tour event in which a $100K-plus first
prize was possible. The 14-event Tampa Bay
Open ran from June 1-11 and had a total
prize pool of more than $1 million.
The $2,500 main event had $400K up
for grabs with David DeBoer of Winter Haven,
Fla., winning the title and $128K.
PRINCE’S CAMP: If you’re ready to do what
DeBoer did and win a major tournament
but need to brush up your skills, check out
the boot camp featuring none other than
the Prince of Poker, Scotty Nguyen, at Semi-

WPT Tampa Bay Open
Seminole Hard Rock Tampa • June 1-11

GARRETT ROTH • C. FLORIDA
nole Casino Immokalee on Aug. 18. This will
undoubtedly increase your poker knowledge
and will give you a chance at picking the
brain of one of the game’s greatest.
The camp is $600, which includes a lunch
buffet, a copy of Nguyen’s book, That’s Poker
Baby! and entry into a $2K freeroll event on
Aug. 19 at 2 p.m. Top three spots pay $800,
$400 and $200. During the event you’ll be
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$2,500 MAIN EVENT
Entries: 146 • Pool: $400K
4. Robert Lebeau, $33,000
1. David DeBoer, $128,000
2. Peter Walsworth, $74,000 5. Daniel Hicks, $25,400
6. Debra Dorcy, $19,800
3. Amelio Amato, $48,000

able to ask Nguyen for advice on any one
hand. The Seminoles do a fine job at bringing players new and interesting events with
large prize pools and a lot of excitement.
— Garrett Roth is the Ante Up Ambassador for
Central Florida and the Where to Play editor. Email
him at roth@anteupmagazine.com and follow him
on Twitter @GarrettRoth.

Isle Casino
Ian O’Hara of Boca Raton captured the
June $200K guarantee, good for $29,530,
which was the product of a chop. The $400
no-limit hold’em event attracted 509 players
to the Pompano Beach property. O’Hara was
followed by Vasile Schita ($25,067) and Dimitriy
Agrachov $21,379.

Calder Casino
The Silks Poker Room in Tampa hosted a private event for the
Nutz Poker League on July 7. The $50 event, which had 30K starting stacks, attracted 99 players and would have paid $1K to winner,
but Crystal Matina, Justin Ballard, Len Leighton and Nancy Patula chopped
the top four spots for $550 each.

The Studz Poker Club hosted the Miami Poker Society’s $10K
guarantee event in July. The $120 event drew 165 players for a
$13,200 prize pool.
Steve Rodriguez, Phil Barrett, Randy Matienzo and Richard Coppola
chopped for $1,500 each.

INTERESTED IN LOCAL TOURNAMENTS AND PROMOTIONS? TURN TO OUR WHERE TO PLAY PAGES IN THE BACK OF THE MAGAZINE.
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Goldstein primed to win ASPC again
W

ith the biggest tournament in Arizona, the eighth annual Arizona State Championship, this month (Aug. 10-14 at Talking
Stick Resort), I caught up with the 2010 champion Ted Goldstein.
Tell me a little bit about your poker career and experience? I learned poker weeks after graduating high
school. It came at a time when I
had no clue what I wanted to do
with my life, and I had intended to
take a year off from school
to get a full-time job and
try to figure out what I
wanted to do. I quickly
BRIAN FANZO • ARIZONA
learned and became
fascinated, and was making consistent results within about
six months. My first full year as a “pro” I was up 11 out of 12
months; this was in 2005. I play exclusively at Casino Arizona
because it’s the closest casino to me and has by far the highest game
selection. There is usually a decent game available 24 hours a day.
Thinking back to 2010 when you won the Arizona State Championship, do you
remember any key hands or keys to your success? A lot of the success in the
2010 state championship was capitalizing on misplayed hands, at least
it felt that way from the bubble to around the final 50. After that, I
won a bunch of uncontested pots, made a couple of hero calls and
won about four all-in coin-flips. This put me in the chip lead with
about three tables and I think I was the chipleader the rest of the way.

The two final-table hands I remember was hitting a seven-outer to
knock out a notable player in seventh place, and thus putting me at an
overwhelming chip lead, and obviously the last hand. I had Q-8 suited
and called an overbet all-in on a 7-8-10 flop. He had something like
K-4 I think (no pair, no draw).
You recently played some events at the World Series. How do the Arizona players compare? I think it’s hard to argue the players are softer in Arizona,
at least compared to Las Vegas. In the Arizona State Championship,
for example, the majority of the thousand entrants will be from
Arizona, where as a WSOP event, for example, attracts a
worldwide competition of players that often play tournaments higher than the $1K buy-in (Arizona) offers. There
are still quite a bit of great players that live here or learned
poker in Arizona cardrooms.
The ASPC structure this year has changed based on player feedback
with the payout and levels being adjusted. How would you compare this
event to others you’ve played? The event is pretty standard now as far
as structure and payouts. I remember the year I won, the top-two players received 50 percent or more of the prize pool, which is unheard of
for a $1K-entry tournament. The tournament structure and payouts
are now adjusted to be similar to other events at the entry fee. With
that being said, I feel I am more positive-EV in this tournament than
most tournaments of this size.
— Brian Fanzo is Ante Up’s Arizona Ambassador. Feel free to email him at
anteup.fanzo@gmail.com.
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RICHEST SERIES GUARANTEE IN HISTORY
W

inStar World Casino poker room manager Jay Wiles said things
are off to a great start for this year’s $4 million guarantee River
Poker Series. Satellites and super satellites are under way, leading up to
the series beginning Aug. 16 running through Sept. 3.
The annual event is known for attracting players and pros from
California to the East Coast, as
well as the best local players from
Texas and Oklahoma.
This year’s River promises to
be even bigger with the addition
of another $1 million to the guaranteed prize pool, and a new $5K
BONNIE DEMOS • OKLAHOMA no-juice event.
Non-stop cash games rule
around the series as well, providing players with all the action they can
handle in the packed 46-table poker room.
Lammers, a term used by tournament hosts Greg Raymer and Maria Ho, have added another interesting twist to the series. Nicknamed
melons and raspberries because of the orange and pink colored

chips, lammers are won by players in satellites, and can be used toward entries into any of the series events, giving players flexibility and
choice of what venues they wish to play during the series. Check out
the WinStar website for additional details, and player standings at
winstarworldcasino.com.
The River series traditionally hosts about 1,500 players for the
main event, and this year has the potential to break all records. It’s
anticipated that an interesting collection of pros and top-level players
will be drawn to the $5K no-juice event.
Raymer and Ho, official representatives for the WinStar River, are
on the premises and visible throughout the series, mixing it up with
players in cash games and tournaments.
If you have yet to experience this annual poker event you must
check it out as it’s easily accessible from the Dallas-Ft. Worth metroplex.
Please feel free to contact me via email if you have any questions,
comments or suggestions.
— Bonnie Demos is Ante Up’s Oklahoma Ambassador. Email her at bdemos1@
gmail.com.

LAS VEGAS

World Series of Poker isn’t
the only game in town
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“Build your bankroll where it all began.”
That was the tag line for the sixth annual Binion’s Poker Classic, which ran alongside the
biggest event in poker. And like the World Series of Poker, the brainchild of the late Benny
Binion, the BPC reached into three calendar
months, kicking off May 25 and concluding
July 8. There was no main event per se; however, there were two $1K events, the largest entry
in a series that, save for two $500 tournaments,
featured buy-ins between $100 and $200. Alan
Wasserberger (Chicago) and Miguel Borrero (Jersey
City, NJ) won the $1K events, earning $22,543
and $36,485 for their respective victories.
Meanwhile, across the pedestrian thoroughfare that is the Freemont Street Experience,
was the Grand Poker Series at the Golden
Nugget (June 2-July 4). Charlie Culp (Mebane,
N.C.) outlasted 176 runners to claim first prize
in the $1,080 Grand Finale. The $46,356 score
more than quadrupled his lifetime earnings.
As the Grand Finale was winding down,
the Golden Nugget Poker Queen LIPS Poker
Championship, a yearly staple at the Grand,
was just getting started — two days after the
WSOP’s ladies’ event — and featured many
of the same faces, including J.J. Liu and Karina
Jett, who took home $8K of the $75K prize
pool after agreeing to a six-way chop at the final table.
The 2010 champion, Stacey Nutini, who

Michael Hack
won the Wynn
main event.

won the LIPS event at Venetian’s Deep Stack
Extravaganza in February, cashed in all three
ladies’ events: Binion’s, the Nugget and the
WSOP, where she received $5,155 for finishing
23rd out of 936.
A little closer to the Rio on the famous Las
Vegas Strip, the Wynn was making its run at
the tournament game with the Summer Classic (June 4-July 2). The $2.5K main event
kicked off on July 4. Michael Hack bested a field
of nearly 250 players to take home top honors,
good for a $125,103.
The Wynn’s structures were some of the
best in town with 15K starting chips at the lowest buy-in ($340) and 30K for the main event.
Depending on the event, levels lasted 40-90
minutes and blessed runners with smoother
blind jumps at the higher levels.
These series are an affordable alternative to
World Series bracelet events. Results for these
series can be found on Page 32.

Mandalay Bay
Bill Krosky, a regular at
Mandalay Bay Resort
and Casino’s poker
room, recently won
its Luckiest Player
Contest that began in
May and concluded at
the end of June. The LPC
is modeled after the college hoops tournament with brackets, five qualifying rounds
with players who have the most points advancing to the next round.
Said poker room manager Kay White:
“The Luckiest Player Contest is a unique
promotion that consists of three separate
components: the luck factor of making full
houses up to royal flushes, daily high hands
and a freeroll. It is a great promotion for
our poker room because it is so much fun
for our players and employees.”
Krosky won the final round by just two
points with queens full of jacks.
“Having Bill win was a bonus for my
team,” White said. “He is a favorite not
only with my team but with our players.”
Said Krosky: “Kay White has an excellent staff. The floor people and the dealers
are courteous and friendly and the atmosphere is very comfortable. The promotions are excellent. I really enjoy playing at
Mandalay Bay.”
The third LPC contest begins this month
and it will have a new twist. Call the poker
room at 702-632-7790 for details.
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ever-changing world of Vegas Poker
W

hen it comes to Las Vegas, nothing seems to stay in place.
Whether it’s a restaurant you want to try or a casino you want
to visit, everything may be gone when you get there. This same everchanging mentality of Las Vegas is true not only in the casinos, but in
the poker rooms, especially when
it comes to personnel.
A recent flurry of management
changes have swept the Las Vegas
poker world, with some long-term
veterans leaving, giving opportunities to many others from the
MICHAEL HAMAI • LAS VEGAS industry. For many years, Donna
Harris ran the poker room at Mirage. Once she left the Mirage a few years back, she went on to run the
Wynn poker room, replacing the original opener of the Wynn, Deborah
Giardina. Recently, Joe Vigurs took over the helm at the Wynn.
The Palms poker room has gone through more changes than any
other room recently, having been taken over by Cantor Gaming and
moved to the race and sports book (also run by Cantor). Long-term
poker veteran Bobby Griffiths is running the new room and staff after
taking over the short-term opening manager Brad Thomte, who had just
left Binion’s to run the Palms.
Christina Sharkady, a wonderful former World Series of Poker dealer
and cardroom manager, decided to leave the Riviera and accept a
floor position at Hard Rock under the direction of James Klotsky.
A favorite small room of many, the Treasure Island poker room,
saw Troy Horning step down as manager and leave the industry to spend
time with his family. Former TI dealer and supervisor Kurt Browning
replaced Horning, earning the promotion after several years with TI.
One poker room that’s susceptible to constant change is at Tropicana. Just recently reopening last year with Wally Wormer at the helm,
the room has seen significant changes over time. Womer was replaced
by Nick Gullo, who was replaced by Eldon Brown. After opening the room,
Wormer decided to return to Aliante Station, where he had come
from before accepting the Tropicana’s position. Gullo is a Las Vegas
veteran, and at one time ran the poker room at the Aladdin (now
Planet Hollywood). He left Tropicana and continues to enjoy his semiretirement. He came back out of retirement to work the floor in the
satellite area of the World Series of Poker at the Rio this summer.
Along with the management changes all across town, some small
rooms are seeing changes, too. Three rooms have closed. The poker
room at Tuscany closed a few months ago after recently reopening.
Also, the Silverton decided to close its room, leaving M Resort and
South Point to capture the market on the south side of Las Vegas.
O’Sheas poker room said its tearful goodbye recently, with the
staff relocated to other Caesars Entertainment properties. The entire
O’Sheas casino was shut down and has since been gutted so Caesars
can move forward with Project Linx, a new retail and entertainment

LAS VEGAS
POKER ROOM
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Raymond, Liu chosen for Women’s HOF
Kathy Raymond, director of poker at Venetian Las Vegas, and
pro Joanne “J.J.” Liu will be inducted into the Women in Poker Hall
of Fame at the Golden Nugget on Aug. 31.
Liu has more than $2.5 million in winnings and ranks seventh
in live tournament earnings among female players.
Raymond has held every position in a poker room over the
years. Before coming to Las Vegas, she was director of poker
operations at Foxwoods.
For more information or to buy tickets, go to wiphof.com.
complex at the center of the Strip. The Imperial Palace has been
strongly affected by this remodeling, and the poker room has moved
upstairs, in the former karaoke lounge area, near Burger Palace. The
IP poker room continues to offer a popular mixed game every Sunday
night at 7 (started in 2008 by me).
Though some rooms have closed, a new room has opened. On July
1, Ellis Island, a popular and tiny locals casino on Koval Lane (east of
the Strip), opened a two-table poker room within the area of its sports
book. This casino is perhaps best known for its steak special and operating an in-house microbrewery.
Probably the most exciting change to the Las Vegas poker world,
however, has been the high increase in game variety. Not more than
one year ago, a player would be hard-pressed to find more than the
$3-$6 mix at Imperial Palace and the $40-$80 mixed at Bellagio if
they desired something other than continuous NLHE. In the past year,
mixed games and other non-hold’em games are being seen consistently spread at many places throughout Las Vegas.
Pot-limit Omaha is a daily offering on the Strip, which was unheard
of not more than a few years ago. It’s most often found at Aria and
Venetian, with daily games running nearly 24-7. Of course, we all
know Orleans is the most consistent $4-$8 Omaha/8 game in town,
but now the Venetian gets it every day, all day, and has been for quite
some time.
Limit Omaha used to be the exclusive game of Boulder Station, but
now South Point and the M Resort are getting the game daily, often
with a good-sized waiting list. Low-limit mixed games are seemingly
becoming all the rage, as Aria, MGM Grand and even Bellagio have
been seen spreading mixed games in the $4-$8 and $6-$12 variety.
With the constant changes that the city of Las Vegas provides to everyone, it’s certainly no surprise the poker scene changes along with it.
Next time you’re in Las Vegas enjoying a poker room or dining in a favorite restaurant, make sure you take a picture, as it may last longer.
— Michael Hamai (a.k.a LasVegasMichael) resides in Las Vegas and is editor of
AllVegasPoker.com. You can follow him on Twitter @LasVegasMichael or email
him at Michael@AllVegasPoker.com.
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Here’s a recap of Events 25-61 from this year’s WSOP, which concludes with its main
event in October. If you’d like a look at the full results, scan the QR Code on the right with
your smartphone. And be sure to go to anteupmagazine.com for all of the latest news.

Event 25 • $1,500 LHE

Event 26 • $3K PLO

Event 27 • $1.5K H.O.R.S.E.

Event 28 • $2,500 4-Max

Event 29 • $1K Seniors

Event 30 • $1,500 2-7 NL

Event 31 • $1,500 NLHE

Event 32 • $10K H.O.R.S.E.

Event 33 • $1K NLHE

Event 34 • $5K 6-Max PLO

Event 35 • $2.5K Mixed HE

Event 36 • $3K NLHE

Event 37 • $2.5K 8-game

Event 38 • $1,500 NLHE

Event 39 • $10K PLO

Event 40 • $2.5K LHE

Event 41 • $3K NLHE

Event 42 • $2.5K O/8-S/8

Event 43 • $1,500 NLHE

Event 44 • $1K NLHE

Event 45 • $50K PPC

Event 46 • $2,500 NLHE

Event 47 • $1,500 PLO/8

Event 48 • $3K LHE

Entries: 366 • Pool: $494,100
Brian Meinders, the central
New Jersey-based player, earned
$116,118 in this shootout event,
which gives him a little more than
$300K in three WSOP cashes.

| AUGUST 2012 | anteupmagazine.com | @anteupmagazine

Entries: 2,811 • Pool: $3.7 million
Carter Phillips, 23, earned his
second bracelet by besting world
champ Joe Cada for the title and
$664K. Cada would’ve been second
youngest with two bracelets.
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Entries: 477 • Pool: $1.08 million
David Baker of Texas won
$271,312 and made a remarkable
comeback against two-time
bracelet-winner Greg Mueller,
who finished second.

Entries: 2,770 • Pool: $3.7 million
New York’s Henry Lu, 22, captured
his first bracelet and $654,380.
Runner-up was Neil Channing,
who missed another chance at his
long-awaited first WSOP victory.

Entries: 589 • Pool: $1.6 million
Gabe Scott, 23, won $361,797
and the title. He overcame a large
chip disadvantage and had a tough
final table that included two-time
bracelet-winner Dutch Boyd.

Entries: 178 • Pool: $1,673,200
David “Bakes” Baker earned
his second bracelet at a stacked
final table that included Phil Ivey
and Phil Hellmuth. Baker won
$451,779.

Entries: 2,534 • Pool: $3.4 million
Dung “Gomer” Nguyen, a
37-year-old Vietnamese-born
part-time player who lives in
Wichita, Kan., earned $607,200
and his first bracelet.

Entries: 2,949 • Pool: $2.6 million
Rocco Palumbo, a 23-year-old
pro from Genoa, became just the
sixth Italian to win a bracelet,
earning $464,464 after beating
nearly 3K entrants.

Entries: 889 • Pool: $1.2 million
Ylon Schwartz, the former
November Niner and NYC chess
master, earned his first bracelet,
beating three-time braceletwinner David Chiu heads-up.

Entries: 2,795 • Pool: $2.5 million
Max Steinberg, 23, a heads-up
specialist and Oakland resident,
earned his first bracelet, pocketing
$440,238, which more than
doubled his career WSOP earnings.

Entries: 293 • Pool: $2.7 million
Jan-Peter Jachtmann, 44, a
pro and poker publisher from
Hamburg, earned $661K and his
first bracelet. He was the first
German to win this year.

Entries: 108 • Pool: $5.1 million
Michael Mizrachi became the
first to win the Chip Reese trophy
twice, earning $1.4 million. It’s the
third bracelet for Mizrachi, who
beat Chris Klodnicki for the title.

Entries: 750 • Pool: $1.7 million
Timothy Adams, a 26-year-old
pro from Ontario, picked up
$392,476 for his victory and his
first bracelet. He was the third
Canadian to win this year.

Entries: 419 • Pool: $1.9 million
Naoya Kihara became the first
bracelet-winner from Japan. He
defeated a field of 419 players
from more than 25 countries,
collecting $512,029.

Entries: 302 • Pool: $687,050
Ronnie Bardah, 29, a circuit
grinder who was 24th in the 2010
main event, won his first bracelet,
and it came in a six-max limit
hold’em event.

Entries: 1,607 • Pool: $3.6 million
Joey Weissman, the 24-year-old
pro from Boca Raton, Fla., by way
of Syosset, N.Y. earned $694,609,
the biggest score of his career, and
his first bracelet.

Entries: 4,128 • Pool: $3.7 million
Allyn Jaffrey-Shulman broke the
female non-winning streak at 249
events to capture the seniors title.
The 4,128 entries set a record for a
seniors event.

Entries: 393 • Pool: $894,075
Chris Tryba, the Las Vegas pro
and WSOPC grinder, won his first
bracelet and $210,107. His final
hand, which beat bracelet-winner
Erik Cajelais, was a straight flush.

Entries: 1,394 • Pool: $3.8 million
Ex-New York cop Greg Ostrander
may have earned his first bracelet
in this event, but it was the
1,000th bracelet awarded in
history. He won $742,072.

Entries: 978 • Pool: $1.3 million
Steven Loube, often found on
Ante Up Poker Cruises, cruised to
victory in his first WSOP event. Said
the Atlanta attorney, who won
$267K: “This is too much work.”

Entries: 285 • Pool: $384,750
Larry Wright beat a final table
that included Michael Mizrachi,
Brandon Cantu and Erick
Lindgren, then donated most of
the winnings to charity.

Entries: 587 • Pool: $1.6 million
Craig McCorkell won the shootout title and $368,593. When
play was three-handed, Antonio
Esfandiari had 80 percent of the
chips, but only finished third.

Entries: 393 • Pool: $894,075
Oleksii Kovalchuk became
the first Ukrainian to win two
bracelets, pocketing $228K. The
runner-up was George Danzer,
from Munich.

Entries: 247 • Pool: $674,310
Kenny Hsiung, a 29-year-old
pro and college student who lives
in Henderson, Nev., by way of his
hometown Cincinnati, won his first
bracelet and $165,205.
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‘Octo-Nine’ set as Americans dominate
T

he 43rd annual World Series of Poker’s
$10K main event reached its final nine,
a.k.a. the Octo-Nine, on July 17. Those players, from a field of 6,598, will return to the
Rio in Las Vegas on Oct. 29 to vie for the
first-place prize of more than $8.5 million.
In a microcosm of how the WSOP played
out all summer, the final nine is dominated by
Americans (eight from USA, one from Hungary). Whether it’s coincidence or the struggling euro, Americans dominated the WSOP
this year as players from across the pond and
beyond came away with far less hardware
than just a year ago.
Here’s a look at the Octo-Nine, with names
and chip counts:
Jesse Sylvia, 43,875,000: Sylvia, 26, is a pro
from Las Vegas who was born in Malden,
Mass. He had just one WSOP cash before
this ($7,244) and is the chipleader.
Andras Koroknai, 29,375,000: Koroknai, 30, is
a pro from Debrecen, Hungary. The graduate of the University of Debrecen won the
L.A. Poker Classic in 2010, taking home
more than $1.7 million.
Greg Merson, 28,725,000: Merson, 25, is from
Laurel, Md. The young pro won more than
$1 million and a bracelet this year for taking
down Event 57, the $10K Six-Max.
Russell Thomas, 24,800,000: Thomas, 24, is an
actuary from Hartford with nearly $127K in
WSOP earnings.

The Octo-Nine will return Oct. 29 to compete for the main-event title.

Steven Gee, 16,860,000: Born in China, Gee,
57, is a pro from Sacramento who has a degree in accounting.
Michael Esposito, 16,260,000: Esposito, 44, is
a commodity broker in downtown Manhattan with five WSOP Circuit cashes worth
$22,341.
Robert Salaburu, 15,155,000: Salaburu, 27, is
from San Antonio and has tournament cashes totalling more than $20K.
Jake Balsiger, 13,115,000: Balsiger, 21, is a
senior at Arizona State and was born in Portland, Ore.. He has a chance to become the
youngest WSOP main event champion.
Jeremy Ausmus, 9,805,000: Ausmus, 32, is a
pro who was born in Lamar, Colo., and has a

bachelor’s degree from Colorado State.
Gaelle Baumann, 29, of Sliema, Malta, by
way of France, finished 10th, coming within
one place of being only the second woman
to make a WSOP main event final table.
Also, for the first time in main-event history,
women finished in 10th and 11th place, with
waitress Elisabeth Hille of Bergen, Norway, taking 11th.
BIG ONE: The Big One for One Drop million-dollar charity event saw 48 poker pros
and businessmen compete for the $18.3-million first-place prize, and in the end it was
Antonio Esfandiari who captured the largest
payday in poker history. Sam Trickett was runner-up, good for $10.1 million.
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Event 49 • $1,500 Antes

Event 50 • $5K NLHE

Event 51 • $1K Ladies

Event 52 • $2.5K 10-game

Event 53 • $1,500 NLHE

Event 54 • $1K NLHE

Event 55 • $1M Big One

Event 56 • $1,500 NLHE

Event 57 • $10K 6-Max

Event 58 • $3K PLO/8

Event 59 • $1K NLHE

Event 60 • $10K 2-7 NL

Entries: 939 • Pool: $1.2 million
The first ante-only no-limit
hold’em champion is Greg
Hobson, from Anchorage. The
33-year-old pro player pocketed
$256,691 and his first bracelet.

Entries: 48 • Pool: $42.6 million
Antonio Esfandiari won the
richest prize in poker history
($18,346,673) after edging Sam
Trickett for the title and platinum
bracelet. Trickett earned $10.1M.

Entries: 1,001 • Pool: $4.7 million
Peter Vilandos, the Greek-born
retiree, earned his third WSOP
bracelet and won $952,694, the
biggest prize in the 72-year-old’s
career.

Entries: 2,798 • Pool: $3.7 million
Tomas Junek became the first
Czech to win a bracelet, capturing
$661,022. The 23-year-old poker
player is from a town called
Vysoke Myto.

Entries: 936 • Pool: $842,400
Yen Dang from Denver is a
29-year-old Vietnamese-born pro
player who went to Vegas just for
this event and captured the title,
$170K and her first bracelet.

Entries: 474 • Pool: $4.4 million
Gregory Merson, a 24-year-old
pro from Laurel, Md., earned more
than a million dollars and his first
bracelet, but he has eyes on the
big prize as an Octo-Nine member.

Entries: 421 • Pool: $957,775
Vanessa Selbst, the Yale Law
grad from NYC won her second
bracelet (in a six-max format), and
$244,259. Her first victory came in
2008 in the PLO championship.

Entries: 526 • Pool: $1.4 million
Viacheslav Zhukov of Russia
grabbed his second bracelet in
two years, winning $330K. Scotty
Nguyen finished eighth, his
second final table this year.

Entries: 3,166 • Pool: $4.2 million
Jim Willerson, a 36-year-old
attorney from San Antonio, earned
$737,248 and his first bracelet.
Willerson also was the 1994 Texas
singles champion in tennis.

Entries: 4,620 • Pool: $1.5 million
Dominik Nitsche, 21, a pro from
Germany, beat the largest field
of the year for his first bracelet
and $654,797. Runner-up was
Jonathan Hilton of Chattanooga.

Entries: 3,221 • Pool: $2.9 million
Will Jaffe, a 25-year-old pro from
Long Island, tackled a huge field
to collect $500K and his first WSOP
title. He has been playing full time
for about four years.

Entries: 101 • Pool: $949,400
New York pro Nick Schulman,
getting the best of runner-up
Mike Wattel in a brief heads-up
duel, earned $294,321 and his
second bracelet.

Photos courtesy of WSOP/IMPDI/Joe Giron
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Binion’s Poker Classic, Binion’s
Gambling Hall, May 25-July 8

$230 Omaha/8

$230 Omaha/8

$125 NLHE

$125 NLHE

$230 H.O.R.S.E.

$230 H.O.R.S.E.

$225 NLHE

$225 NLHE

$230 Stud games

$230 H.O.R.S.E.

$125 NLHE

$230 PLH/PLO

$125 NLHE

$225 NLHE

$230 PLO/8

$125 NLHE

$230 2-7 Triple Draw

$230 Stud-Omaha/8

$125 NLHE

$230 PLO/8

$225 NLHE

$125 NLHE

$230 PLH/PLO

$225 NLHE

$230 PLO/8

$230 PLO

$225 NLHE

$230 Stud-O/8

$225 NLHE

$125 NLHE

$230 Badugi

$125 NLHE

$230 8-game

$230 H.O.R.S.E.

$1,080 Main Event

$230 PLO

$230 Seniors

$125 NLHE

$125 NHLE

$125 NLHE

$125 NLHE

$230 Stud/8

$230 L.I.P.S.

$230 Badugi/2-7

$230 Stud

$125 NLHE

$125 NLHE

$125 NLHE

$125 NHE

$230 Team Event

Event 24 • $150 NLHE
Event 25 • $200 6-Max

Entries: 156 • Pool: $30,264
Kelli Gast, $7,872

Event 26 • $200 PLO/8

Entries: 133 • Pool: $12,901
Mike Dempsey, $3,839

Event 27 • $150 NLHE

Entries: 141 • Pool: $27,354
Mark Roland, $3,873

Event 28 • $200 H.O.R.S.E.

Entries: 35 • Pool: $6,790
Pat O’Reilly, $1,473

Event 29 • $200 NLHE

Entries: 200 • Pool: $8,342
Mark Cunningham, $1K

Event 30 • $150 NLHE

Entries: 135 • Pool: $13,095
Carl Lagrassa, $3,143

Event 31 • $150 NLHE

Entries: 95 • Pool: $18,430
John Guth, $4,028

Event 32 • $200 PLO/8

Entries: 28 • Pool: $5,432
Mike Leacock, $907

Event 33 • $200 Ladies

Entries: 125 • Pool: $24,250
Kevin Bradford, $7,277

Event 34 • $1K NLHE

Entries: 181 • Pool: $17,557
Dennis Soukup, $1,902

Event 35 • $150 NLHE

Entries: 43 • Pool: $8,342
Tim Vanwetswinkel, $1,500

Event 36 • $200 NLHE

Entries: 122 • Pool: $11,834
Richard Christian, $2,896

Event 37 • $200 NLHE

Entries: N/A • Pool: N/A
Dustin Birma, $3,554

Event 15 • $200 NLHE

Event 38 • $150 NLHE

Entries: 123 • Pool: $11,931
Chris McGrath, $2,699

Event 16 • $150 NLHE

Event 39 • $150 NLHE

Event 1 • $100 Casino

54 Entries • Pool: Pool: $4,714
John Hayward, $804

Event 2 • $150 NLHE

145 Entries • Pool: Pool: $18,988
Susan Kaufman, $4,175

Event 3 • $150 NLHE

Event 4 • $200 6-Max
60 Entries • Pool: $10,476
Paul Maslin, $2,260

Event 5 • $200 PLO/8
62 Entries • Pool: $10,825
Tom Dolan, $2,794

Event 6 • $150 NLHE
83 Entries • Pool: $10,869
Matt Pettit, $2,713

Event 7 • $200 Omaha/8
100 Entries • Pool: $17,460
Ron Fast, $3,270

Event 8 • $200 NLHE
61 Entries • Pool: $10,651
Brian Nemeth, $3,200

Event 9 • $150 NLHE
51 Entries • Pool: $6,678
Andrew Grieve, $2,540

Event 10 • $150 NLHE
54 Entries • Pool: $7,071
Tom Ackerman, $2,537

Event 11 • $200 6-Max
70 Entries • Pool: $12,222
Brian Woods, $4,035

Event 12 • $500 4-Max
45 Entries • Pool: $20,079
Carter Gill, $8,030

Event 13 • $150 NLHE
77 Entries • Pool: $10,083
Ralph Babb, $2,470

Event 14 • $200 Stud/8
61 Entries • Pool: $10,650
Han Hoai, $2,580
72 Entries • Pool: $12,571
Mitchell Smith, $3,098
64 Entries • Pool: $8,381
Aaron Lapointe, $1,736

Event 17 • $150 NLHE
46 Entries • Pool: $6,024
Paul Christ, $2,000

Event 18 • $200 6-Max
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$125 NLHE

Entries: 252 • Pool: $24,444
Steve Wilson, $2,684

100 Entries • Pool: $13,095
Lenny Johansson, $4,060
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Grand Series, Golden Nugget, June 2-July 4

64 Entries • Pool: $11,174
Lou Ladner, $3,012

Event 19 • $1K NLHE
95 Entries • Pool: $87,542
Alan Wasserberger, $22,543

Event 20 • $150 NLHE
63 Entries • Pool: $8,250
Ben Thursfield, $1,904

Event 21 • $200 PLO/8
43 Entries • Pool: $7,508
Matthew Gregoire, $1,252

Event 22 • $200 NLHE
68 Entries • Pool: $11,873
Charles Bailey, $3,068

Event 23 • $150 NLHE
112 Entries • Pool: $14,666
David Frey, $3,328

65 Entries • Pool: $8,512
Michael Moore, $2,359

85 Entries • Pool: $14,841
Mike Koja, $3,199
81 Entries • Pool: $14,143
Douglas Arcadi, $3,349
64 Entries • Pool: $8,381
Paul Maslin, $2,850
21 Entries • Pool: $9,370
Kami Chisholm, $4,685
54 Entries • Pool: $9,428
Joe Reid, $2,359
64 Entries • Pool: $8,381
Lowell Biddle, $762
51 Entries • Pool: $6,678
Steffen Schmid, $2,380
28 Entries • Pool: $4,889
Carl Carnevale, $1,901

100 Entries • Pool: $17,460
Laura Cantero, $3,123

281 Entries • Pool: $258,941
Miguel Borrero, $36,485
42 Entries • Pool: $5,500
George Karambinis, $1,440
19 Entries • Pool: $3,317
Kirk Heflin, $1,590
34 Entries • Pool: $5,936
Daniel Himmler, $1,581

105 Entries • Pool: $13,750
Matthew Sustrac, $3,233
49 Entries • Pool: $6,417
Tom Cleary, $1,657

Entries: 107 • Pool: $20,758
Bill Watchman, $5K
Entries: 114 • Pool: $22,116
Anthony Reategui, $6,635
Entries: 83 • Pool: $16,102
Rob Demand, $3,394
Entries: 77 • Pool: $14,938
Marc Magazu, $4,780
Entries: 367 • Pool: $71,198
Mark Hays, $8,106
Entries: 213 • Pool: $20,661
John Therrell, $2,874
Entries: 68 • Pool: $13,192
Deb Burkhead, $1,735
Entries: 229 • Pool: $22,213
Jeff Fullmer, $5,331

Entries: 121 • Pool: $23,474
Johnny Stafford, $3,173
Entries: 150 • Pool: $14,550
Andy Sessa, $2,204
Entries: 67 • Pool: $12,998
Tony Kendall, $2,980
Entries: 198 • Pool: $19,206
Christian Delacombaz, $1,630
Entries: 133 • Pool: $25,802
Brian Wessinger, $4,864
Entries: 143 • Pool: $13,871
Jayson Yuu, $2,133
Entries: 71 • Pool: $13,774
Dave Howard, $3,431
Entries: 117 • Pool: $11,349
Charles Moore, $2,117

Entries: 52 • Pool: $10,088
Jayson Yuu, $3,530
Entries: 104 • Pool: $10,088
Frank de Busscher, $1,665
Entries: 52 • Pool: $10,088
Daniel Hall, $3,026
Entries: 73 • Pool: $14,162
Jeff Fulmer, $3,294
Entries: 22 • Pool: $4,268
Joe Chiocoski, $1,484
Entries: 177 • Pool: $171,690
Charles Culp, $46,356
Entries: 146 • Pool: $14,162
Walter Milgroom, $2,230
Entries: 388 • Pool: $75,272
Tamara Cruz, $8,047
Entries: 108 • Pool: $10,476
Peter Lawson, $3,142

Entries: 102 • Pool: $19,788
C. & M. Shannon, $5,936

$340 PLO/8

$550 NLHE

$1,070 NLHE

$340 LHE

$340 NLHE

$1,070 NLHE

$550 NLHE

$550 NLHE

$340 NLHE

$340 NLHE

$340 NLHE

$1,070 NLHE

$550 NLHE

$340 NLHE

$340 NLHE

$340 NLHE

$340 NLHE

$340 NLHE

$340 NLHE

$340 NLHE

$340 NLHE

$550 NLHE

$550 NLHE

$550 NLHE

$340 NLHE PLO/8

Event 43 • $200 PLO/8

Pool: $37,345 • Entries: 77
Joshua Doody, $8,235

Event 44 • $200 NLHE

Pool: $97,970 • Entries: 101
Leandro Csome, $28413

Event 45 • $100 NLHE

Pool: $30,264 • Entries: 104
Kevin Zhang, $7,426

Event 46 • $100 NLHE

Pool: $26,772 • Entries: 92
Yuriy Gulin, $6,827

Entries: 94 • Pool: $7,990
Shaun Fugate, $1,139

Entries: 45 • Pool: $8,730
John Marlowe, $2,652

Entries: 117 • Pool: $22,698
Robert Swickard, $5,344

Entries: 145 • Pool: $14,065
Richard Janzen, $2,108

$340 NLHE

Event 42 • $150 NLHE

118 Entries • Pool: $10,300
Tommy Dyer, $1,707

Entries: 182 • Pool: $17,654
Mark Rosin, $3,800

Entries: 137 • Pool: $26,578
Casey Bullock, $6,500

$340 NLHE

Pool: $19,788 • Entries: 68
Matthew Schultz, $5,339

56 Entries • Pool: $9,778
John Robertson, $1,792

Entries: 119 • Pool: $23,086
Ian Feller, $6,925

LIPS at the Grand Series.

$340 Omaha/8

Event 41 • $200 H.O.R.S.E.

42 Entries • Pool: $7,333
E.J. Romano, $2,310

Entries: 74 • Pool: $14,356
Mansour Alipour, $2,200

$340 NLHE

Pool: $43,359 • Entries: 149
Zachery Schneider, $12,032

45 Entries • Pool: $5,890
Jim Barnes, $2,360

Entries: 176 • Pool: $34,144
James Wheatley, $7,342

$2,600 Main Event

Event 40 • $200 6-Max

56 Entries • Pool: $9,778
Donald Merutka, $2,080

Entries: 172 • Pool: $16,684
David Brown, $2,566

Wynn Summer Classic, June 4-July 6
Pool: $603,825 • Entries: 249
Michael Hack, $125,103

68 Entries • Pool: $11,873
Ramenantsoa Stephens, $2,645

Entries: 105 • Pool: $20,370
Rex Lloren, $4,890

Pool: $51,410 • Entries: 106
Andrew Rassi, $9,499

Pool: $41,322 • Entries: 142
Ryan Spittles, $11,464
Pool: $52,671 • Entries: N/A
John Flournoy, $10,000
Pool: $20,661 • Entries: 71
Felipe Balaban, $3,200
Pool: $29,973 • Entries: 103
Charles Salenius, $8,694
Pool: $34,435 • Entries: 71
Warren Wiggins, $7,123
Pool: $18,624 • Entries: 64
Steve Chadwick, $5,210
Pool: $22,698 • Entries: 78
Torrey Korsog, $7,036
Pool: $23,765 • Entries: 49
Cody Cluster, $9,031

Pool: $25,317 • Entries: 87
Mitchell Smith, $6,456
Pool: $31,040 • Entries: 64
Jarod Ludemann, $10,554
Pool: $37,830 • Entries: 39
Arjun Pasricha, $12,300
Pool: $28,809 • Entries: 99
Liam Hooks, $7,342
Pool: $23,280 • Entries: 80
Mathias Estrade, $5,424
Pool: $17,169 • Entries: 59
Juliet Yarina, $5,837
Pool: $20,370 • Entries: 42
Denis Vasilyevich, $6,800
Pool: $22,698 • Entries: 78
Jeffery Hwang, $7,036

Pool: $15,423 • Entries: 53
Jason Sagle, $4,400
Pool: $27,160 • Entries: 28
Sean Lionel, $13,136
Pool: $19,400 • Entries: 40
Ross McLeod, $7,372
Pool: $9,021 • Entries: 31
Zal Irani, $3,428
Pool: $16,587 • Entries: 57
Omer Zararsiz, $5,640
Pool: $22,116 • Entries: 76
Michael Zenetzis, $6,856

NEWS

RENO

Atlantis stepping up tournament game
By Christopher Cosenza

T

hings are about to heat up at Atlantis Casino Resort Spa, and
poker players will be reaping the benefits. With the only World
Poker Tour Regional stop in the Reno market, Atlantis is proud to
again give players a chance at a prestigious WPT title with its Western
Poker Challenge on Sept. 14-24.
“To be able to have a WPT event in Reno is not only good for
the Atlantis, but for the entire region,” Atlantis poker room manager
Daniel Chiu said. “It draws player interest from all over and allows us to
showcase Reno as a destination.”
This will be the second WPT event at Atlantis, and Chiu said there
are some significant changes this time around.
“We’re offering $200K in guarantees with a $30K guarantee event
($340 buy-in) the first weekend and a $150K guarantee for the $1,650
main event (on Sept. 22),” he said. “We also have lowered the buy-ins
for practically all the events to have them be more accessible.”
Preliminary events begin Sept. 14, offering a variety of deepstack
tournaments, including no-limit hold’em, Omaha and mixed-game
disciplines. Atlantis is offering a free hotel night stay for main-event
players who pre-register (by Sept. 9 online and Sept. 16 in person).
Please see the ads on Pages 49-53 or visit atlantiscasino.com/wpt.
“World Poker Tour is pleased to return to Reno for the Western
Poker Challenge,” WPT president Adam Pliska said. “With its great selection of tournaments and excellent customer services, the Atlantis
epitomizes what players can expect when they sign up for a WPT
experience.”
But the Atlantis poker tournament experience doesn’t end with the

Western Challenge. One of the most popular charity events in all of
poker is Jennifer Harman’s knockout tournament, landing at Atlantis on
Nov. 10.
“It was first held at the Grand Sierra Resort, and then later at the
Peppermill, with the idea that it would rotate around to different casinos every year,” said Chiu, who expects to sell out the 800 seats available in the Atlantis ballroom for this tournament. “We are ecstatic to
be the host this year to such a wonderful event.”
The event, a unique knockout tournament that can be played individually and as a team, used to benefit just the Nevada SPCA, but now
the winners can choose a qualified Nevada charity.
“The changes were made to ensure a more collaborative community-oriented approach,” Chiu said. “The goal is to involve as many different organizations in the region as possible to make a positive impact
on the Northern Nevada community by raising funds for worthwhile
charities, and highlighting the region.”
Buy-in is $250 per individual or $2,500 per 10-person team (though
if your team registers by Sept. 1 you get a $250 discount).
Harman said she is happy to be able to use her profession as a way
to help her furry friends.
“I love animals and all the joy and love they bring into our lives,”
said Harman, a World Series champ and Reno resident. “My teams
will be playing for the Nevada SPCA, which ensures these once-abandoned and abused animals are cared for, adopted, or live humanely in
Nevada SPCA’s no-kill shelter for the rest of their lives. I am looking
forward to raising much-needed funds for these special animals.”
For more information, visit charityknockout.com.

| AUGUST 2012 | anteupmagazine.com | @anteupmagazine

Meet Daniel Chiu, poker room manager for Atlantis Casino Resort Spa
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Ante Up’s Christopher Cosenza recently had a chance to chat
with Daniel Chiu to discuss his career and poker room at Atlantis.
How long have you been in poker and when were you named manager
at Atlantis? I have been working in poker operations for six years,
and was the assistant manager and tournament coordinator at the
Atlantis since August 2010. I’ve been the manager since October.
Before working in the industry, I spent some time in my early 20s as
an aspiring semipro poker player.
What can players expect from a poker room run by Daniel Chiu?
Having been somewhat of a serious player, I think I am
attuned to the type of experience poker players are seeking. We always strive to provide well-run games with a
friendly competent staff, offer the best possible value and
be player-friendly by always eliciting feedback on ways to
improve the players’ experience.
You mentioned you used to be the Atlantis tournament coordinator.
Will you still have your hands in that arena? I still plan on being hands-on
in overseeing our tournaments, but have tremendous confidence in
the team we bring on to work the events. The tournament staff that
has been working with us has many years of experience working
major events all over the world, including World Series and World
Poker Tour events.
With the Reno market recently shrinking, have your numbers increased?
While the Reno market may have retracted the past few years due
to increased options outside of our market, we have actually seen
our tournament events increase in numbers year over year. I be-

lieve this is due mainly to the fact that a lot of other poker rooms in
our market (Reno/NorCal) do not offer tournament series.
How difficult is it to have competition so close and what are some of the
things you’re doing to stand apart from those poker rooms? Our goal is to
have the best tournament offerings in terms of value and play. Our
tournaments offer deepstack structures that allow for a lot of play.
We also pride ourselves on providing the best possible guest service.
We highly value all of our players, and want to always make
them feel welcome and comfortable when playing with us.
All suggestions are considered and we’re willing to make
necessary changes.
Tell our readers more about your poker room: Our poker
room features nine tables offering games starting as
low as an introductory $.50-$1 NLHE game to our core
games of $1-$2 NLHE, $3-$6 limit and higher. We feature
daily small $40 buy-in tournaments with the deepest structures in the market. We offer amenities such as a self-serve beverage/soup station, tableside dining, massage services and programs
that allow for players to be notified of games and when their seats
are available. We also offer the best and most unique comp rate in
the Reno market, which allows for players to receive comps back
through cash for their hours played.
What else can we expect from the Atlantis poker room in the future? You
can expect for us to constantly seek ways to offer the best possible
poker experience by providing first-class service, innovation and
continually listening to our guests.
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Marji wins Borgata Summer Main Event
A

s the World Series of Poker was going full steam in Las Vegas,
the Borgata gave the East Coast its version of summertime poker
glory with its always successful Borgata Summer Open. And one of
the cool surprises of this series was an event that wasn’t in the main
preliminary schedule: the All-in
or Fold tournament. The rules
are simple: The only action is to
fold or go all-in. The tournament
created such a buzz and was so
much fun, the Borgata has added
an All-in or Fold Bounty tournaCRIS BELKEWITCH • N.J./PHILLY ment to its weekly schedule, slotted on Wednesdays at 11 p.m.
with a $115 buy-in.
The Summer Open main event drew 305 players for a $762,250
prize pool. Melad Marji won the title and $198,078.
Finishing seventh was seasoned veteran John Aglioloro, who longtime poker fans may remember
as the winner of the 2004 United States Poker
Championship in which he bested a final table
that included Hoyt Corkins, John D’Agostino, Joe Cassidy and Matt Glantz. Aglioloro has nearly $1 million
in lifetime earnings, including a seventh-place
finish at the 1994 World Series of Poker Main
Event. This was his first cash since 2007.
SHRONK CHARITY EVENT: The Revel in Atlantic
City, N.J., will host a charity tournament at noon
on Aug. 18 to benefit the Justin Shronk Memorial
Scholarship Fund.
Buy-in is $215, with $200 rebuys for the first
three levels. Half of the proceeds will benefit the scholarship fund.
Shronk, once a producer for PokerRoad, player and poker media
veteran, died in 2009. The scholarship in his name at Temple University is awarded to deserving communications students.

Eastern Pennsylvania

Speaking of Matt Glantz, the East Coast high-stakes pro recently
signed a multiyear partnership with Parx Casino, serving as the ambassador for Parx poker. Glantz has earned $4,134,880 in tournaments over his career, including a win at the 2009 London EPT High
Roller event, and is one of the most respected cash-game players in
the world. His record speaks for itself in terms of his poker abilities
and the rest of the poker world speaks for him in terms of his character.
“Matt Glantz is a highly respected and skilled player in the poker
world,” Parx CEO Tony Ricci said. “His professional profile lends integrity to our flourishing poker brand. In addition to being the face of
Parx poker, Matt will also be involved in the planning and design of
the poker room expansion plan, which is currently under way.”
“I am very proud to have reached this milestone
in my poker career and honored to be partnering
with Parx Casino,” Glantz said. “It will be my
mission to support Parx in becoming the premier
Melad
poker room on the East Coast.”
Marji
Fans looking to mingle with the new ambassador or for budding players hoping for the opportunity to take on Glantz won’t have to wait
long. The World Poker Tour’s Parx Open Poker
Classic kicks off Aug. 1 (schedule on Page 69) with
a no-limit hold’em re-entry event and commences
with a $3,500 buy-in main event, including Pennsylvania’s first televised final table. Included in
the series of events are bounty tournaments, an
Omaha/8 tournament, and plenty of mega satellites to make your way into the main. There’s no
better place to be come August than Parx Casino.
— Cris Belkewitch is the Ante Up Atlantic City Ambassador. A member of Team
Bustout, his insight can be found at thepokerjourney.net.
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No matter how far he goes, Koon finds way home
J

36

ason “Novasky” Koon is a pro from West Virginia who stormed onto
the scene in 2008. Since then, he has made five final tables, cashed
at the World Series of Poker 13 times and has more than $2 million
in career winnings. I caught up
with him at the WSOP.
How’s the poker life
treating you these days?
Life has been pretty
awesome. This year
I’ve traveled a lot more
MIKE OWENS • W. PA./W. VA. than I’ve done in the
past. I have really enjoyed
it. I obviously wish that I still had the freedom and convenience of
being able to play online in the U.S., but given the circumstances I am
extremely happy with where I am.
How have the live tournaments been going? I’ve had a pretty good year,
almost a great one. I can’t complain about the deep runs I made in the

PCA $25K, Aussie Millions main and the $3K heads-up WSOP, but
the competitor in me clearly isn’t satisfied without an outright win.
How did you mentally prepare for the WSOP? I’m in the gym four to five
days a week; that helps. I find it helps me clear my head and get out
a lot of the built-up stress grinding can cause. This is my fourth
WSOP and I just have more experience now. I understand
the variables that I have control of and that is where I center
my focus.
Have you made any non-poker trips to relax? I commonly make
trips back to West Virginia. That is home to me. I have a
great group of family and friends who I couldn’t go more
than three months without seeing. I have a 6-year-old nephew
who always cheers me up and reminds me what’s important. There is
no other trip I would rather take.
— Mike Owens is the Ante Up Ambassador for Western Pennsylvania and West
Virginia. You can follow him on Twitter @Holdemag and check out his blog at
CheckRaze.com. He can be reached at anteupowens@gmail.com.
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COLORADO

poker, Karaoke fit nicely for godoy
K

illing me softly with his song. … that’s from Carla Godoy’s favorite jam,
Killing Me Softly. She usually goes with the Fugees version, impressively emulating the dulcet tones of Lauren Hill, but she digs the
Roberta Flack original as well. Both tracks are readily available on most
karaoke lists, and Godoy, 27, enjoys karaoke as much as anyone
you’ll meet. Over the past few
months, though, she’s gained a
close second: poker.
Karaoke night at most bars
doesn’t tend to coincide with free
RICK GERSHMAN • COLORADO poker night, and Godoy spends a
few nights a week on the karaoke
stage at several Aurora-area bars, entertaining patrons with songs by
Adele, Florence + the Machine and Katy Perry.
Godoy, an art student who sells handcrafted jewelry and paintings,
didn’t have any interest or understanding of poker until one evening
in April. After one song, she got a big round of applause from a table
near the back. It turns out an impromptu poker game was running,

and Godoy decided to check it out. She was quickly hooked.
This is where you’d want Godoy to provide some insight on how
her artistic passions relate to her poker play, but you’d be disappointed:
“It’s so different. It’s scientific…. There’s nothing in common. Sorry,
dude.”
Yet with little experience or advice, Godoy has quickly become a
solid player in several local free hold’em games, commonly reaching
the top five in two-table tournaments and even finishing second a couple of times. (That’s typically worth a $10-15 bar tab, though Godoy
doesn’t drink.)
Godoy never has played online poker, even Zynga. She’s never
played a cash game anywhere, casino or home game. She’s played for
money, but only when it’s a buy-in for a no-limit hold’em tournament.
She’s never played anything but NLHE.
When it’s suggested this might not endear her to old-school poker
aficionados, Godoy responds with a shrug: “I don’t know anybody
who plays those games. … When you say ‘poker,’ that’s this.”
— Rick Gershman is Ante Up’s Colorado Ambassador. You can email him at
rickgershman@gmail.com.

NEW MEXICO

Wanna chop? Not if you’re playing Mr. Burner

I

t started with a $60 buy-in March 8 at Albuquerque Hard Rock poker room and ended June 21 with $12,500 in the pocket of Mitchell
Burner. One of just two Albuquerque players to win the Tournament of
Champions, which qualified them
to attend the World Series of
Poker, Burner elected to
take the money instead
of a chance at further
glory. Since $12,500 is
life-changing money
MARY BRADLEY • NEW MEXICO for most of us, he made
it known from the beginning he wouldn’t be interested in chopping the pot.
After a six-hour grind, two of the original 27 remained. In the pivotal hand, Q-10 earned him most of the chips, and Q-2 allowed him
to take the rest. His opponent went all-in after the flop, but Burner
had paired his deuce and had an outside flush draw. He was sitting on

roughly 350K chips, and the call was only 70K.
He has played poker regularly for only three years, and a year of
that was online. Working as a supervisor for the Groundskeeper, a
commercial landscape company, his job recently took him and his
crew to Holloman Air Force Base, about 50 miles from Inn of the
Mountain Gods. That poker room is where I met Mitch and
handed over all my chips during a Splash Tournament.
His wife happens to be popular Albuquerque KOB Ch. 4
morning news anchor, Heather Mills. They’ve been a couple
for more than 11 years, during which her career has taken them from San Diego to Wichita Falls to Albuquerque.
Burner didn’t say so, but it has to feel pretty good to share the
spotlight with his talented wife, at least within the poker world. But
if you ever have the pleasure of meeting this friendly guy in a hold’em
game, don’t expect him to chop.
— Mary Bradley is Ante Up’s New Mexico Ambassador. Email her at anteupmary@gmail.com.
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Father and son enjoy bonding at the World Series

F

ather-and-son bonding in the Pacific Northwest mostly features
hiking, fishing or camping under the shadows of beautiful Mt.
Rainer and Mt. Baker. However,
Dave Johnson and his son, Matt,
have discovered a new way to
bond. For the past three years,
they have traveled to Las Vegas to
play in the World Series of Poker.
They room together at the BellaBARTON GRATT • PACIFIC NW gio and drive to the Rio together.
Both are excellent poker players
from north of Seattle, and both tried their luck and skill against the
thousands of players from more than 100 countries, all competing for

more than $222 million.
This year, Dave, a major home builder and developer and, Matt,
a real estate agent, played Event 5 (pot-limit hold’em), and both were
out on Day 1. They commiserated with each other and shared their
bad-beat stories; undaunted they played in separate hold’em cash
games.
They usually stay in Las Vegas for about five days, having a great
time enjoying fine dining, great shows and exciting poker.
“Matt and I have a great time at the WSOP every year, win or
lose,” Dave said. “I enjoy the time together with my son.”
— Dr. Barton Gratt is the Ante Up Ambassador for the Pacific Northwest.
Email him at anteupbarton@gmail.com and you can read more from him at
pokerstoriesandmore.com.

NEWS

OHIO

Ohio casinos create new opportunities
W

ith casino poker rooms open in Cleveland and Toledo, for the
first time many avid players in Ohio have an opportunity to
be a regular; some may even take the shot at going pro and making
a living on the felt. So, I took the time to talk to some pros about
the life and what a semipro player
needs to thrive and some common themes arose.
GAME SELECTION: This is fairly
obvious; you want a poker room
that gives you a wide variety of
buy-in levels and games and taDAN HARKENRIDER • OHIO
bles within each buy-in level.
You’re looking for a good mix
of cash games and tournament action, which is a critical component
to building a bankroll and refining your game.
RAKE, COMPS AND OVERLAYS: One traveling pro put this simply: “I
would rather drive two hours to a casino that has hourly promotions
and overlays in the cash games and great food comps than play closer
to home and get eaten up by rake, food and incidental expenses.”

Quality matters. Promotions, such as pot splashes or hourly high
hands and freerolls, are benefits that make a tremendous difference at
the end of the year in your ROI.
Rake is obvious and should always be a primary factor in making
your decision. If your hourly rate is $20 (which is very good) in a $1$2 no-limit hold’em game, you’re likely winning three to six hands per
hour, perhaps more based on your style.
If there’s a $1 difference in rake at five hands per hour, you’re sacrificing $5 per hour or a whopping 25 percent of your hourly earnings.
It’s also important to understand how the game is raked and at what
intervals.
It’s common for active players to win uncontested pots preflop, how
that pot is raked is a local decision and you should understand the
implications to your win rate.
It’s an exciting time for poker players in Ohio. Take some time off
the felt to consider what your goals are and how your choices in where
you play affect that plan.
— Dan Harkenrider is Ante Up’s Ohio Ambassador. Email him at anteupdan@
gmail.com and follow him on Twitter @DivisionofPoker.

MINNESOTA

Powell captures nearly $24K as
Running Aces celebrates anniversary
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he poker room at Running Aces Harness
Park in Columbus celebrated its fourth
anniversary with a $1,100 tournament June
30. Reginald Powell took down the event, beating World Series of Poker bracelet-winner
“Minneapolis” Jim Meehan heads-up to earn
$23,900 and a special anniversary trophy. The
tournament had 64 entrants for a $60,980 prize
pool.
TOURNAMENT OF CHAMPIONS: Running Aces will host a $2,500 Tournament of Champions on Aug
11-12. It’s the largest buy-in for
any poker tournament in Minnesota and will have a $75K
guarantee for first place. Every
Monday night freeroll leading
up to the event will have one
$2,500 entry added to the prize
JOHN SOMSKY • MINNESOTA
pool and qualifiers will run every
Saturday. Also, there will be two qualifiers on Aug 10.
CANTERBURY PARK AND MDEWAKANTON SIOUX AGREEMENT: Canterbury
Park and the Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community announced a 10-year cooperative marketing agreement on June 4.
The agreement calls for the SMSC to provide about $75 million
over the life of the agreement to Canterbury’s racing purses. The
two groups also plan to perform some joint marketing to take advantage of their close proximity. As part of the agreement, Canterbury Park will oppose all racino legislation.
— John Somsky is the Ante Up Ambassador for Minnesota. You can email him
at john.somsky@gmail.com.

WISCONSIN

Auburndale’s Stone finishes runner-up
at WSOP Circuit National Championship

C

hances are you’ve never heard of Nikolas
Stone. The small-town guy from Auburndale, Wis., and regular at Ho-Chunk Gaming
Nekoosa, was a relative unknown until this
year when he broke out on the World Series
of Poker Circuit by qualifying for the second
annual $1 million National Championship.
Stone, who was born in Izmir, Turkey, qualified
for the National Championship by winning the “Casino Championship” at Harrah’s St. Louis in April. He did so by placing sixth
in Event 1 ($355 no-limit hold’em) for $5,629 and then winning
Event 7 ($355 six-max NLHE) for
$21,770.
“I like to think I’m one of the
top five players at Ho-Chunk
Gaming Nekoosa,” said Gordie
Jones, who was in Vegas to watch
Stone in the National ChampionCHAD HOLLOWAY • WISCONSIN
ship. “Nikolas is easily the best
player.”
As if qualifying wasn’t impressive enough, Stone navigated a
field of 157 players, where he eliminated pros Phil Hellmuth and Fabrice Soulier to make the final table of eight, which was filmed for
broadcast on ESPN and will air Aug. 7. Stone ultimately finished
second to Ryan Eriquezzo and earned for $257,119. He had eliminated four of the eight finalists; not too bad for a small-town guy
from Wisconsin.
— Chad Holloway is Ante Up’s Wisconsin Ambassador. He’s a senior writer for
PokerNews.com and a member of Team Blue Shark Optics. Email him at
anteupchad@yahoo.com or follow him on Twitter @ChadAHolloway.
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Last year’s Ironman champ Hieu Tran.

Ironman CHALLENGE
returns to the PARK
T

he weather and the tournaments are heating up in August at the
Delaware casinos.
The Casino at Delaware Park will host the Ironman Poker Challenge on Aug. 25. The $600 tournament will have 90-minute levels
and no breaks. This is expected to
set a world record for the longest
continuous poker tournament at
36-40 hours.
For those who don’t have that
much time, or would like to warm
up, there will be a mini-Ironman
MICHAEL YOUNG • MID-ATLANTIC Poker Challenge on Aug. 23.
The buy-in for the mini is $150
(25-minute levels and no breaks). Satellites for the Ironman Challenge
will run throughout the day Aug. 24.
DOVER DOWNS: Dover Downs Hotel & Casino has entered into a strategic cross-marketing alliance with Las Vegas-based MGM Resorts
International. The agreement will allow select members of each company’s loyalty program (Dover’s Capital Club and MGM Resorts’ M
life) to redeem rewards, enjoy privileges and experience the amenities
at the partners’ properties.
The Crown Royal Poker Room has several upcoming promotions
of note: Players can win a free Ante Up Poker Cruise package for two
aboard Royal Caribbean via free drawings on Aug. 26, Sept. 30 and
Oct. 14. Players will receive one entry for each hour of play on the
day of the drawing, from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. The drawing will be at 10
p.m. to win a winter cruise on the Enchantment of the Seas, which will sail
from Baltimore on Nov. 10-17. Players must be present in the poker
room at the time of the drawing to qualify.
The $50K guarantee Delaware Poker Championship II main event
is at noon on Sept. 8. The buy-in is $350 for 20K chips and 30-minutes levels (no add-ons or rebuys). Players can win a seat via singletable satellites beginning Aug. 26, plus on Aug. 31, a $10K guarantee
tournament will earn the winner a seat to the championship in addition to the prize pool. Single-table satellites ($50) will be available
from 9 a.m. until midnight on the day before the main event.
— Michael Young is the Ante Up Ambassador for the Mid-Atlantic area. Email
him at anteupmike@gmail.com.
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Catching up with the Midwest out West
W

ith so many recognizable names at the final tables, it was hard
not to get excited during this year’s World Series of Poker. Yet
more exciting is to see some of local players from the Midwest make
it deep in several of the events,
including one familiar face to Ante
Up readers.
Thomas Chambers, an Indiana University graduate from
Ft Wayne, Ind., finished fifth in
Event 52, the $2,500 10-game
R.C. THORNE • S. INDIANA
mix, outlasting 416 players to win
$43,099 after being eliminated by
eventual winner, Vanessa Selbst.
Benjamin Grise, a Ball State grad from Muncie, Ind., took home nearly
$49K after his straight-flush gutshot draw didn’t get there. He finished
eighth out of 3,321 entrants in Event 54 ($1K no-limit hold’em).
It doesn’t look like there’s any stopping John Nelson of Curtice, Ohio.

This 25-year-old Ohio University student was fifth in Event 43 ($1,500
NLHE), outlasting 2,765 players and taking home $151,338. Nelson
was featured in Ante Up’s April edition after winning the Tri-State Poker Championship at Hollywood Casino in Lawrenceburg, Ind.
HORSESHOE POKER CLASSIC: With nine events, more than 800 players
and $212K in prize pools, this year’s Horseshoe Poker Classic at the
Horseshoe Casino in Southern Indiana proved there was plenty of
tournament action for those who weren’t able to make the pilgrimage
to Las Vegas for the WSOP.
The $750 main event, which attracted 92 players for a $65,800
prize pool, ended with a five-way chop, awarding $9,187 each to John
Ford (Louisville), Scott Gullett (Prospect, Ky.), Frederick Liggin (Louisville),
Joseph Mattingly (Springfield, Ky.) and Craig Spalding (Evansville, Ind.).
The biggest win of the series went to Kevin Cook of Greenwood, Ind.,
who beat 210 entrants in the $200 kickoff event for more than $14K.
— R.C. Thorne is Ante Up’s Southern Indiana Ambassador. Email him at
anteuprc@gmail.com.

IOWA

Prairie Meadows, Meskwaki doing good things; new manager at ‘Shoe

I

nandez. He’s been with Meskwaki for several years and has some great
perks lined up for players, including $1-per-hour comps, cheap rooms,
food or gas discounts. While I was there on a Friday evening, there was
buffet-style food in the poker room. It was good and healthier than I
normally eat in a poker room. This is a regular Friday and Saturday
perk to the players.
It’s clear Fernandez is going to be a proactive manager. When I was
there, the room was ramping up for the return of the $300K guarantee Mid-States Poker Tour, which hadn’t concluded as of deadline.
The MSPT will return to Meskawaki at the end of October, and it
will visit Iowa’s newest casino (Grand Falls in extreme northwest Iowa)
on Aug. 11-19. This event will have a $100K guarantee.
NEW MANAGER AT HORSESHOE: Andrew Brock has taken over as poker
room manager at the Horseshoe Council Bluffs. He’ll be hosting the
Horseshoe Poker Classic this month (Aug. 21-27, see ad next page).
— Ken Warren is Ante Up’s Iowa Ambassador. Email anteupken@gmail.com.

visited Meskwaki and Prairie Meadows casinos in July as both have
made exciting changes in the recent months, so they were worth a
trip to catch up with the poker room managers.
At Prairie Meadows, I got a tour
of the new hotel that opened a few
months ago.
There’s some interesting décor
in this beautiful hotel, including a
horse made of driftwood. While I
didn’t have time to stay over, I will
consider it next time. I found the
KEN WARREN • IOWA
poker room buzzing with activity
on Saturday afternoon with several tables of no-limit hold’em and
one limit game going. The dealers and staff were friendly and I think
you’ll find this room worth the trip.
Meskwaki Bingo Casino has a new poker room manager, Joe Fer-
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CHICAGOLAND

Dave Backstrom, above, earned $4,500 in prizes in the $250
deepstack event, while Freddy Hamad won the Ante Up
Chicago Summer Championship and a $1,700 prize package.

Backstrom, Hamad
grab chitown titles

D

ave “Fishy Fish” Backstrom captured the $250 deepstack event July
6 in New Lenox, Ill., the state’s first televised poker tournament
hosted by a veterans organization.
Backstrom earned a package of cash and prizes worth $4,500 in an
event that featured 30K chips and
began at American Legion Post
615 in Tinley Park on June 22-24,
attracting 82 players.
Stephen Kidder, Harry Mohebbi,
Gary Carr, Mike Kleinstub and Ryan
Hickey joined Backstrom at the TV
JOE GIERTUGA • CHICAGOLAND final table.
Famed movie critic Richard Roeper also attended, along with Ante Up Magazine’s sponsored player Jayme
Becerra, whose brother Mike served two tours in the Middle East.
The final-table broadcast begins Aug. 12 on networks across the
nation, including Comcast SportsNet affiliates. Check local listings for
dates and times or catch the episode online along with a broadcast
schedule at windycitypokerchampionship.com.
Also, July 8 was the Ante Up Magazine Chicago Summer Championship. First place went to Fadi “Freddy” Hamad, who bested a tough field
that included four of the six players from the televised main event. David McDermott Jr., the reigning December 2012 champ, finished fourth.
Hamad earned a $1,700 prize package.
• The Horseshoe Hammond Casino’s $1K buy-in, $100K guarantee NLHE tournament is Aug. 25. Go to horseshoehammond.com for
more information.
— “Chicago” Joe Giertuga is Ante Up’s Chicagoland Ambassador. Email him at
chicago.joe@comcast.net. Jason Finn and Kirk Fallah contributed to this report.

ROAD TRIP

Upper
Midwest

UPPER MIDWEST

The Upper Midwest is an
outdoorsman’s paradise. But
after a peaceful day on the
lake catching walleyes and
bass, you’ll be pleasantly
surprised by the abundance
of great poker you’ll find in
Minnesota, Wisconsin
and Iowa.
By Scott Long

MINNESOTA
he state is known as the “Land of 10,000 Lakes,” but in the poker world, it could easily be described
as the “Land of 10,000 Limit Games.” Yes, while the rest of the world has seemingly given up on the
strategic nature of limit poker, Minnesota has fostered some of the best limit games in the country thanks to
a $60 bet limit imposed by state lawmakers. That limit is now $100, opening the door for a game closer to
no-limit, at least for low-limit grinders, but do yourself a favor and take a chance on limit. You might find
you like it. The new law also greatly expands capacity for poker tournaments, so expect to see increased
action in the future.

T

Canterbury Park | 952.445.6870
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canterburypark.com | @canterburypoker
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The largest poker room in the North Star State is just south of Minneapolis and home to the Fall Poker Classic, a two-week-long tournament series that concludes with a $1,100 buy-in main event, as well
as several other series throughout
the year. Up to three tournaments are run daily in the
room, including the unique
“Survival Tournaments,”
where players play up to
three hours depending on
the event and earn a percentage of the prize pool based
on the amount of chips they have at the end of play. Tableside dining
and massages are available, and private games can be accommodated.
Players can earn $1.50 per hour on their MVP card for live-game play
and a bad-beat jackpot is offered.

Grand Casinos | 800.472.6321 (Hinckley)
800.626.5825 (Mille Lacs)
grandcasinomn.com | @grandcasinomn
Grand Casinos operate two poker rooms north of Minneapolis.
The Royal Oaks Poker Room in Hinckley has a $50 Aces Cracked
promotion from 3-8 p.m. on Fridays and all day Sundays, as well as
a bad-beat jackpot. The River’s Edge Poker Room in Mille Lacs features daily tournaments, a $3 max rake on all cash games and cash
bonuses for quads and straight flushes.

Northern Lights | 218.547.2744
northernlightscasino.com | @norlightscasino
The Walker poker room features tournaments most days of the
week, starting at as little as $5. High-hand promotions run most days,
too, with quads or better always earning $25. Mondays, Wednesdays
and Thursdays feature gold-chip promotions, where players earn
money for winning the most hands during certain time periods.

a
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Running Aces poker room

runningacesharness.com | @runaces
This large room just north of Minneapolis features
daily $50 tournaments ($70 on Fridays and Saturdays)
and several series and bigger events throughout the
year. The top-five tournament players each week share
$1,500.
Cash-game players will want to be there during select
hours on Mondays and Wednesdays, when players earn
$10 an hour for live play and get discounts on food and
beer.
Players also earn $5 an hour around the clock Monday-Thursday in select games. Aces Cracked and other
promotions are scheduled throughout the week. Tableside massages and beginner lessons and tables are offered.

Shooting Star Casino | 218.935.2711
starcasino.com | @sscasino

Treasure Island | 800.222.7077
treasureislandcasino.com
The Welch casino touts the easiest bad-beat qualifying hand (aces full of eights) and a $4 max rake. On
Mondays, players earn $5 per hour from 9 p.m. until 1
a.m. Aces Cracked promotions run from 10 p.m. to close
on Sunday nights and 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. on Thursdays. A
50-plus drawing is held Wednesdays. Tournaments are
three days a week, and the first Friday of each month
features a Poker Gone Wild event with a joker added to
the deck. Private tournaments are offered.

T

Ho-Chunk Gaming Wisconsin Dells | 800.746.2486
ho-chunkgaming.com/wisconsindells
This Baraboo poker room is the largest of three in the Ho-Chunk family (Nekoosa has three tables and tournaments and Madison is an all-PokerPro table facility — with an impressive player lounge — in the middle of a dispute with the state
that may force its closure). Wisconsin Dells runs $55 events Tuesdays, Thursdays
and Sundays, with cash-game promotions all days. If you’re looking for a specific
game, they schedule those so you know what day to come looking for it, such as
Omaha/8 on Fridays and round-by-round games on Thursdays and Saturdays.

Menominee | 800.343.7778
menomineecasinoresort.com
The Keshena poker room offers tournaments every Friday, Saturday and Sunday with buy-ins ranging from $35-$50 with tournament series throughout the
year. Cash players earn $25-$150 for cracked aces depending on the suits, and
rake is 10 percent to $3 on Sundays until the fall.

Potawatomi Bingo Casino | 800.729.7244
paysbig.com
Wisconsin’s largest room (20 tables) is found in the heart of Milwaukee, and
offers $110 tournaments on Sundays and Mondays and hosts bigger series, including a World Poker Tour Regional that began July 29 and featured a bounty
on WPT host Vince Van Patten. New poker room manager Jeff Gemini is working
on promotions and events for the room. Don’t miss the extra large Omaha table,
custom-built to give those players a little extra room.

St. Croix Casino Turtle Lake | 800.846.8946
turtlelake.stcroixcasino.com | @stcroixcasinos
The 12-table room in Turtle Lake has separate bad-beat jackpots for cash and
tournaments. High hands during select hours earn $100, and any pair of pocket
jacks or better that lose at showdown earn $25-$100. Tournaments are at
6 p.m. Thursday, 6 p.m. Friday and noon Saturday. The tribe also runs a
smaller poker room in Danbury (danbury.stcroixcasino.com).

a
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The Mahnomen casino offers tournaments on Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays with $35-$60 buy-ins, plus
a Tuesday night event where women get a discount and
one man and one woman are chosen to win a free entry
in a future tournament. A monthly freeroll is held for
players who log at least 45 hours of live play. For cash
players, high-hand promotions are twice a day on Mondays and Wednesdays, and players who open the poker
room each of those days get $25. An escalating bonushand promotion is offered on Tuesdays and Thursdays.

WISCONSIN
he land of cheese and Packers also features some exciting poker with several tribal casinos scattered throughout the state, offering good cash games, tournaments and
promotions near almost anywhere you’re visiting Wisconsin.

UPPER MIDWEST

Running Aces | 651.925.4569
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Continued from previous page

IOWA
on’t be fooled by the tired cliche of corn, corn and more corn. Iowa is proud of its maize, no doubt,
but there’s plenty more to do in the state than shuck ears. Poker is big business in the state, which has
been among the pioneers in trying to regulate intrastate poker. The countryside is dotted with a dozen poker
rooms with a variety of action.

D

Diamond Jo Casino | 641.323.7777

Meskwaki Bingo Casino | 800.728.4263

diamondjoworth.com

meskwaki.com

The Northwood poker room, not far from the crash site of Buddy
Holly’s plane, has a bad-beat jackpot for cash games, but is big on
tournaments. Multitable events are Tuesdays, Thursdays, Saturdays
and Sundays, with unique features such as bounties, beat the boss and
super stacks.

Joe Fernandez recently took over this bustling 15-table room in Tama
and is hard at work on new promotions and events. Tournaments get
great attention in this room, with $20-$45 buy-ins every day except
Monday and Friday. The room hosts regular Mid-States Poker Tour
events, and cash games feature a bad-beat jackpot.

Mystique Casino | 563.582.3647
dgpc.com | @MystiqueCasino
Tournaments are big in this four-table room in Dubuque, with
events every Tuesday, Thursday, Friday and Sunday. Buy-ins are $30$60, and the Thursday event is the Budweiser Wise Guy, where players earn points for the Budweiser Wise Guy Championship. For cash
players, a straight-flush progressive is offered with increasing payouts.

Prairie Meadows | 800.325.9015

Grand Falls poker room

prairiemeadows.com | @PrairieMeadows

Grand Falls Resort | 712.777.7777
grandfallscasinoresort.com | @Grand_Falls
The eight-table room in Larchwood, close to the Sioux Falls, S.D.,
metro area, is the newest resort in the state. The poker room puts a
premium on tournaments, with events every day of the week except
Wednesdays and Fridays. Buy-ins are $40-$100, and Tuesday’s tournament is Omaha/8.

Horseshoe Council Bluffs | 877.771.7463
horseshoecouncilbluffs.com | @HorseshoeIowa
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The 18-table room in Council Bluffs, part of the Omaha, Neb.,
metro area, is the largest in the state. It runs a successful World Series
of Poker Circuit event each year, as well as other tournament series,
such as this month’s Horseshoe Poker Classic. Andrew Brock is the new
manager, and he promises player-friendly rules, better promotions and
new buy-ins for no-limit hold’em games. Tournaments are daily, with
buy-ins of $45-$75, with a $235 buy-in “fat stack” once a month.
Cash games feature high-hand and super jackpots, as well as Aces
Cracked during certain hours. The room’s games will be listed on the
Bravo Live app, and players will soon be able to swipe in at the table.
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This Altoona room, near Des Moines, is about to be renovated
to match the look and the feel of the recently completed attached
hotel. The poker room is on the clubhouse level, away from the dinging of slot machines, and features tournaments Sunday, Tuesday and
Wednesday with buy-ins of $30-$60, and the Heartland Poker Tour is
scheduled to have an event this fall.
Free poker lessons are offered at 6 p.m. on Sundays, and cash players have a shot at a bad-beat jackpot. A $5-$10-$20 PLO game runs
Mondays and Thursdays, and a $6-$12 limit Omaha/8 half-kill game
goes Wednesdays and Fridays.

Riverside Casino & Resort | 877.677.3456
riversidecasinoandresort.com
The Riverside room, just south of Iowa City, will host the Riverside
Poker Classic on Sept. 1-2 (qualifying events begin this month). To
hone your skills before the event, play in the several daily tournaments
where starting stacks recently were increased. An Omaha event is on
Mondays, a bounty event Wednesdays, a freezout on Thursdays and
a deepstack on Saturdays. The regular Sunday tournament is on hold
through the Poker Classic, but qualifying events for the championship
take its place on the schedule. S

Other Upper Midwest poker rooms
Argosy Casino (Sioux City, IA)
argosysiouxcity.com

Isle Casino Waterloo (Waterloo, IA)
waterloo.isleofcapricasinos.com

Prairie’s Edge (Granite Falls, MN)
prairiesedgecasino.com

Bad River Lodge Casino (Odanah, WI)
badriver.com

Jackpot Junction (Morton, MN)
jackpotjunction.com

Seven Clans Thief River Falls (MN)
sevenclanscasino.com

Black Bear Casino (Carlton, MN)
blackbearcasinoresort.com

Lac Courte Oreilles Casino (Hayward, WI)
lcocasino.com

Seven Clans Warroad (Warroad, MN)
sevenclanscasino.com

Catfish Bend Casino (Burlington, IA)
catfishbendcasino.com

North Star Mohican Casino (Bowler, WI)
northstarcasinoresort.com

WinnaVegas (Sloan, IA)
winnavegas.biz

Isle Casino Bettendorf (Bettendorf, IA)
bettendorf.isleofcapricasinos.com

Oneida Mason Street Casino (Green Bay)
oneidabingoandcasino.net

Go to anteupmagazine.com and click
the Where to Play tab for more info.

ONLINE REPORT

NOTHIN’ BUT ’NET
JOEL GATLIN • A look at online poker

Things ARE heating up . . .
T

he summer weather isn’t the only thing heating up these days.
There are some major announcements for the advancement of
regulated online poker in the United States. Here’s a recap of the
online poker news from the past month.
NEVADA: As reported last issue in Ante Up, Bally Technologies became
the first company to be approved for an online gaming
license by the Nevada Gaming Commission.
Now the NGC has granted the second license
to International Game Technology. Expect to
see many more approvals by the NGC in the
coming months, as there are almost two dozen companies waiting to get through all of
the hearings and reviews for their chance to
be included in the state’s virtual realm.
JO
IN
EL
DELAWARE: This state wasted no time in comG AT L
ing up with an online gaming proposal, getting it
in the form of a bill (HB 333), passing the bill in the
Senate (by narrowly getting enough votes for passage 14-6-1) and then
gaining signature by Gov. Jack Markell on June 28, making online gaming, including poker, legal in that state. Delaware was looking to partner with some of its neighboring states on this, but the law that got
passed was only for Delaware.

. . . But don’t get too excited just yet

A

t the end of June, Delaware became the second state to authorize
online poker, which has left many Ante Up readers wondering if
the dominoes are finally beginning to fall to create a national online
gambling network. In short, the answer is no, but with the November
election looming large for those interested in online
gambling; hope springs eternal.
By way of background, the first passage of an
online gaming measure came last year when
Washington, D.C., passed an online gaming ordinance for its residents. The gesture
was symbolic as D.C. could never offer the
liquidity and game handle to justify investment into an online gaming infrastructure.
After that, Nevada became the first state to
M
authorize online gambling for its residents. In
AR
A
late June, mega gaming technology companies
C DUNB
IGT and Bally became the first to receive licenses as
online casinos from the Nevada Gaming Commission. More licenses
are expected to be issued over the summer and fall, but much like the
Delaware passage, I view these licenses as really more symbolic allowing for the beta testing of online technologies than truly opening the
door in the United States to full-blown online gambling.
Unfortunately, these jurisdictions have small populations and even
smaller online play. Since the authorizations are merely intrastate, the
play will be geo-fenced to prevent those outside of state’s borders from
playing. Strict federal laws restrict any access by players outside of
these states and prohibit any funds from being transferred interstate
related to any of these online gambling offerings.
So what needs to happen to make the online poker and online casinos a reality? Time and a lot of change in Washington. In June,
American Gaming Association power broker Frank Fahrenkopf summed
it up in a simple statement, calling Congress “dysfunctional.” Citing
R
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There’s still some speculation, however, that as other states come
online, Delaware will be willing to discuss some form of joint interstate commerce. Backers of this legislation predict the annual tax revenues from online gaming will be almost $8 million.
ONLINE SOLUTION PARTNERSHIPS: Recently, 888 and WMS Gaming
partnered to provide land-based casinos with a solid online poker
solution. Their solution is being touted as a well-honed and secure
network that will provide their players the best possible experience.
888 and Caesars Entertainment have been in business together in the
UK, where 888 has provided the software and infrastructure for the
UK’s World Series of Poker for the past three years. In line with this
partnership, 888, WMS and Caesars have applied with the Nevada
Gaming Commission for an online gaming license.
POKERSTARS-FULL TILT UPDATE: On July 2, Ray Bitar (Full Tilt Poker
CEO) surrendered to U.S. authorities, then pleaded not guilty to all
charges. He was released on $2.5 million bail a week later. The indictment alleges, among other charges, the company perpetrated a Ponzi
scheme on its players. On July 3, Bitar released a statement indicating
he was committed to repaying all player accounts and that a deal with
PokerStars was still in the works, hinting toward a July close date. We’ll
keep you updated as details are released.
— Email Joel Gatlin at editor@anteupmagazine.com.

the need for federal legislation to implement an interstate compact
governing online gambling, Fahrenkopf expressed the likelihood that
it will take some time to clear the gridlock in Washington.
Unfortunately, in the meantime, this 30-year veteran of Washington politics predicted an unfortunate patchwork quilt of state regulations, none in states that can provide sufficient game play and liquidity
needed to justify investment in a true online gambling infrastructure
by the private sector.
All eyes of the gambling heavyweights are focused on the November elections. Most polls predict the U.S. House of Representatives
being retained by the Republicans. The U.S. Senate needs three seats
to change hands for the Republicans to regain control of the upper
chamber. It’s unlikely should Republicans control both chambers that
a radical expansion of gambling at the national level will pass.
For readers looking to get politically active, the most hotly contested
U.S. Senate races are as follows: Sen. Scott Brown (R) v. Elizabeth Warren (D) in Massachusetts; George Allen (R) v. Tim Kane (D) in Virginia;
Denny Rehberg (R) v. Sen. Jon Tester (D) in Montana; Sen. Dean Heller
(R) v. Shelley Berkley (D) in Nevada; yet-to-be-determined Republican
v. Sen. Claire McCaskill in Missouri; Rick Berg (R) v. Heidi Heitkamp (D) in
North Dakota; Tommy Thompson (R) v. yet-to-be-determined Democrat
in Wisconsin; Josh Mandel (R) v. Sen. Sherrod Brown (D) in Ohio; Connie
Mack IV (R) v. Sen. Bill Nelson (D) in Florida; and yet-to-be-determined
Republican v. Martin Heinrich (D) in New Mexico.
For those truly interested in online poker in the U.S., my advice
is don’t be distracted by the mirage in Nevada and Delaware. Get
involved in the elections and elect some candidates who will break the
gridlock in Washington and pass legislation authorizing a responsible
multistate online gaming compact.
— Marc W. Dunbar represents several gaming clients before the Florida Legislature and teaches gambling and parimutuel law at the Florida State’s College of
Law. Follow him on Twitter: @FLGamingWatch.

STRATEGY: LIVING THE DREAM

MOMENT OF TRUTH

I

’m writing this article in my hotel at Vdara in City Center the night
before Day 1A of the World Series of Poker Main Event at the Rio.
This will be short and sweet. My fate is sealed. I already won. I put
myself in a position to have it all. I’m playing the main event this summer and I have the chance to live the life people can
only imagine.
You see it’s all related; I didn’t play in the pit;
I didn’t do drugs; I didn’t go on tilt during the
journey and in reward I am given an opportunity. It’s the product of the countless hours
grinding the small stakes and moving up, the
countless hours wandering the forums learning, the countless hours spent reading and
sharpening my game. It’s a chance to have it
M
F
IK E
all: money, fame, power.
WOL
That’s all you need to do in poker and in life. No
matter the outcome, you still win if you get it in good. I started playing
poker professionally as a brash young kid who was talented but broke
wandering Atlantic City. Through meeting hundreds of people in the
poker world, I came out the other side a man. I’ve seen it all, success,
failure, degeneracy. I’ve seen the good side of poker and the bad side.
I’ve seen bad people win tournaments and good people run bad. I’ve
seen money, time and opportunities squandered.
Having seen millions won and lost, I have some advice for the readers. Put yourself in a position to win. If you have a dream, go for it.
That’s all you have to do. Everyone knows aces get cracked and you
get unlucky from time to time, but if you put yourself in the position
to have it all then you have succeeded. Thousands of players won’t
even have a shot. Hundreds will be hung over. Hundreds will be tilted.
Hundreds will be hungry or full. Hundreds will be distracted. I will be
ready. And so should you.
— Mike Wolf is a team pro at surebetpoker.net. Email him at MichaelJWolf33@
gmail.com and follow his adventures on Twitter @mikewolf7.

Wolf, Childs to headline
upcoming Ante Up cruises
Mike Wolf will be the on-board professional for the summer
Ante Up Poker Cruise, which sails Aug. 27-31 from Port Canaveral, Fla., making two stops in the Bahamas with more than 225
passengers booked so far. Last month we reported Lou Krieger was
to be the pro for the summer cruise, but he needed to cancel for
personal reasons.
Wolf is one of the hottest young poker professionals on the
poker circuit, equally adept at tournament poker and cash
games. He has several major tournament cashes, including being
runner-up for a World Series of Poker Circuit ring in Atlantic
City. He’s a strategy columnist for Ante Up, often writing about
bankroll management, game selection and table image. Wolf,
who has sailed on several Ante Up Poker Cruises, also has been
a Team Sure Bet pro.
Lee Childs will return as the on-board pro for the winter Ante
Up Poker Cruise, which sails Nov. 10-17 from Baltimore, making
two stops in the Bahamas and one stop in Florida.
Visit anteupmagazine.com/cruise for more information on
each cruise, and to book, call Scott Long at (727) 331-4335.

LEARNING TO LISTEN TO THEIR STORIES
T

JO

his hand came up in a $1K World Series of Poker event I recently played. I raised to 400 at 100-200-25 from middle position
with 9S-8S and an old, unknown, fairly loose guy called in the small
blind. We both had around 9K chips to start the hand. The flop came
9H-8D-5D. He checked, I bet 500 and he called. The
turn was the KD. He checked, I bet 700, he raised to
1,400 and I called. The river was the 2C. He bet
2,100 and I called.
While this may look like a fairly standard
call down to most tournament players, I
think I made a large error simply because
an older guy that probably values the $1K
event highly is not going to run an insane
bluff that is giving me excellent odds to call.
N
AT
TL
Since I know the player probably isn’t goHAN LI T
ing to run a bluff too often, are there any hands
he could play for value in this manner that I beat?
I don’t think so.
Though I have two pair, I only beat a bluff, as he is squarely representing a flush. It’s important to realize most weak players often have
what they’re representing whereas good players tend to play strong
and weak parts of their range the same way, which is what makes
them good.
On the turn, facing a min-raise, I think calling is still acceptable
because if I make a full house on the river, I will almost certainly get
paid off. Also, if my opponent was raising some random hand like an
oddly played K-Q , he may check the river, allowing me to win the
pot. When he bets the river, I think I have a fairly easy fold because he
E
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SPONSORED BY BLUE SHARK OPTICS
Scan this QR code for more columns by Jonathan Little

basically always has a flush, which I can’t beat.
Notice if I had something such as 5-5 in this spot, it would still
probably be a fold because our opponent is probably never running a
bluff, especially with the given line.
As played, I called and was shown the AD-9D, which makes a lot of
sense, as I thought my opponent was fairly loose preflop and would
play his hands overly straightforward.
On the flop he didn’t want to raise because he “only” had a flush
draw, on the turn, he min-raised because he had the nuts and wanted
me to call, and on the river, he bet fairly small because he was scared
I would fold.
If you look at his line, you will notice he played the hand as straightforward as possible. While a world-class player would never take this
line, when playing with weaker opponents, you have to think like they
think. Because of this, when someone who’s clearly an amateur takes
an overly strong line like this, pretty much no matter your hand or the
odds being laid, unless you have an overly premium hand, you should
find a fold.
Rarely will you be shown a bluff in this spot. If for some reason
your opponent shows you a bluff, file that away for the future and
make sure not to fall for it again. To sum this up, when bad players show a huge amount of strength by raising the turn or river, you
should get away from your hand. Don’t be stubborn and donate your
chips.
— Jonathan Little is the Season 6 WPT Player of the Year and is a representative for Blue Shark Optics. If you want to learn to play a loose-aggressive style,
which will constantly propel you to the top of the leaderboards, check out his
poker training website at FloatTheTurn.com.

WHAT EVERY “BODY” IS SAYING
Scan this QR code for more columns by Joe Navarro

MAYBE GET A NOSE-hair TRIMMER?
| AUGUST 2012 | anteupmagazine.com | @anteupmagazine
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n my home game, someone told me I often sniffed when I had a big
hand. I don’t know if they were fooling with me, but what can be
done about subconscious tells like this? — Danny Yang, via email
You aren’t the only one that does that. A lot of people when they
are nervous or excited find themselves touching their
nose or sniffing.
Excitement causes the hairs inside the nose
to move and that tickling sensation causes us to
touch or sniff. Keep in mind other people do this
when they’re nervous or stressed so make sure
you get a good baseline on them.
* * *
During a recent tournament, I suddenly
realized I was shaking my leg. The Navarro
J
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Perch
helps cover upper body tells when you’re
AV A R
engaged in a hand, but what can you recommend
for minimizing tells of the lower body? Is there an exercise, and can
you explain what shaking legs may mean at the table? — Peter Weiss,
via email
Peter, invariably our bodies reveal what we think or feel, even when

we have a poker face. Our brains react to the world around us in real
time. Many times we’re forced to hide what we know, what we think
we know or what we’re feeling, and this is especially true in poker.
Realizing you have the best hand at the table compels you to remain
facially solemn; what you may not realize is your leg is bouncing up
and down, like a sewing machine in excitement at having the nuts.
This up-and-down movement, what I’ve called “happy feet” over the
years, leaks out what we’re feeling and thinking.
Most people don’t even realize they’re doing this unless someone
tells them. I tell players to look at other players who all of a sudden
find themselves bouncing that leg up and down.
Usually you see it in the shirt or the shoulder as it too vibrates. If
it suddenly occurs and the person has been slow-playing, chances are
they’re sitting on a monster hand and they’re calming themselves.
As I noted in 200 Poker Tells, all repetitive behaviors soothe or pacify, so if they’re doing it, you have to wonder if it’s because they’re up
against the ropes or because they have a monster hand. Chances are
it’s the latter.
— Joe Navarro is a former FBI agent and author of What Every Body is Saying
and 200 Poker Tells. Follow him on Twitter at @navarrotells.

BETTING ERRORS

Looking at TOp-Top
T

I

R

A

here’s such a profound difference in cash games vs. tournament
play with top pair-top kicker. In tournaments, after the flop, betting top-top on a mixed board (three suits and few draws) is a relatively
easy play. Cash-game play is much more difficult. Don’t get me wrong;
top-top is still a betting hand, but this hand
has a different effect on play in cash games.
Let’s play a hand and examine why.
You’re at a nine-handed $2-$5 no-limit
hold’em table where the buy-in is $200-$500.
You buy in for $500, or 100 times the big
blind. The table is a mix of loose-aggressive
and tight-aggressive players. You’ve been
N
TO
A
playing for 30 minutes and have a decent
Z
NIO PIN
read on the players. The stacks vary from
about $200 to $650. This is an important factor that most players seldom appreciate or understand. We’ll get to that a little later.
You’re in the cutoff seat and you’re dealt AH-KH. The under-thegun player limps for $5 and the next two players fold. Then a player
raises to $15, the next player folds and you call the $15 while the button and small blind fold. The big blind calls, as does the first limper.
There are four players to the flop and the pot is $62.
You’re last to act for the rest of the hand. The first to act after the
flop will be the big blind with $210, followed by the limper ($275), the
preflop raiser ($650) and you, with $485. Again, stack size is important
in every hand of a cash game.
The flop: AD-10S-9H. This is a great flop for you. … or is it? You
have top pair and top kicker. The big blind bets $25 into a $62 pot.
The preflop limper calls and the preflop raiser folds. The pot is $112
and it’s your turn to act. You decide to try to win the pot now with a
large bet since you don’t like the fact that the big blind bet and he was
called by the first limper. You also don’t like the 10-9 on board as one
of the players may be drawing to a straight. You raise to $150. The big
blind calls and the limper folds.
What a curious call. If the big blind were on a draw he would only
be getting a little more than 2-to-1 pot odds, plus his stack has just
$60 left; why not shove? Most draws require at least 3.5-1 to make a
call. Why would a player take less, and not shove the remainder of his
stack? The pot is $387.
The turn is the 4C. The big blind goes all-in and the pot is $447.
You make the call for a $507 pot. The river is the 3H.
Let’s look at the blind’s possible holdings after the flop: a set of aces,
10s or nines, A-10, A-9 or 10-9 for two pair. Six holdings that could
beat your top-top, plus drawing hands are so prevalent after the flop.
The real crux of the problem for the A-K suited was his calling of
the raise preflop and not showing any strength, which allowed the big
blind (after the small blind folded) to enter a pot of then $42 for an
additional call of $10 or 4.2-1 pot odds.
The next big problem for top-top is after the flop when the big blind
bet $25 and the next to act called. At this point the top-top player
should’ve realized both players really liked their respective hands.
What I would’ve found most disturbing if I were playing the hand
is that with only $210 in the big blind’s stack he was willing to play a
big pot by his lead-out bet, which would make him most assuredly potcommitted if there were a raise. The old motto of big hand, big pot,
big commitment still holds true in all poker games.
The big blind won the pot with three nines. Top pair after a flop
when no one improves will only win you small pots. When opponents
hit the flop your whole stack is in danger.
— Antonio Pinzari has been playing poker professionally since the ’70s.

Cast out demons in your head
A

D

D

psychology colleague of mine, when asked the question, “How
are you?” would often answer: “Great, today my defenses woke
up before my demons … today.” I always thought that was a profound
response.
There are demons in every aspect of our lives, including poker.
What are your demons of poker? Ego, pride, hubris,
anxiety, stress, tilt, fear, monsters under the bed,
distraction, depression, exhaustion? Shall I continue or do you want to list your own?
These demons negatively affect your game.
The defenses against these demons safeguard
you, your game and your money.
Get a handle on your demons and work
on your defenses. To do this requires some
self-analysis, correction and application.
R
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Recently, I have been having a bad run of it.
F
LOO M
I tried to figure out my leaks.
I talked over hands with my poker group; I tried to figure out if
I was having a math problem, a read problem, a run of bad luck,
“second-best-hand syndrome” or what. None of that seemed to be the
case. I couldn’t figure it out.
But, of course, when all else fails, you have to look to yourself. When
I did, I finally realized most of the time I was playing right, but there
were times where I was getting bored, then distracted, then reckless.
Aggressive play wins and reckless play wrecks you. I could attribute it
to a bad run, bad luck or variance but I knew I couldn’t control those
things, while I could control myself.
Displacing blame won’t help; identifying the problem and finding
a solution will.
I was losing my patience and made dreadful mistakes. I was preocL

STRATEGY

POKER PSYCHOLOGY: HEAD GAMES

cupied by life events and these thoughts would filter into my thought
process during games. I typically play somewhat tight, which gives me
a lot of time to think and my mind was wandering; I was letting life
stressors get into my head.
Some examples of this type of play: falling in love with a big pair;
when the board dictates a fold not a raise; bluffing when it is a nonbluffing table (you can only bluff good players who are paying attention); chasing without the correct pot odds; thinking you can will the
next card.
The fixes: Spend more time watching hands you’re not in; try to
put people on a range of hands; concentrate on the play of others. In
other words, I realized you need to be in every hand, whether you’re
playing the cards or just gathering information about the table. I also
realized if you can’t do that then you should be taking a break.
For me, this is an example of a mental mistake. Mental mistakes,
luck, variance and chance are all part of the game. My job is to figure
out the mental mistakes part of the game. Tame the demons and keep
your head in the game.
FEEDBACK: A reader recently wrote in to comment on a past column
so I thought I’d share his letter.
I find your articles about health preparation very useful, especially the one about
playing poker for long periods of time and wearing of compression socks; they work!
Make sure, though, people have their leg calves measured before purchasing the
compression socks in order to get the right size/compression. My local pharmacy did
just that. The socks were paid for by my insurance company, once I got the doctor’s
permission/request sent over to the pharmacy.
Thanks for the letter and the suggestion.
— Dr. Stephen Bloomfield is a licensed psychologist and avid poker player.
His column will give insight on how to achieve peak performance using poker
psychology. Email questions for him at editor@anteupmagazine.com.

INTROSPECTIVE POKER
Can you look at
yourself and
honestly assess
your playing
ability?

KNOW THYSELF

B

A

O
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en Franklin once said, “(T)here are three things extremely hard:
steel, a diamond and to know one’s self. Of those three, I think
the last one is the most difficult, especially when it comes to poker.
Before we examine yourself, let’s try a different angle first to illustrate
the problem.
Since it’s often easier to recognize the faults in others rather than ourselves, take a minute now to
reflect on the game and attitudes of players you
know. How often are they truly honest about
their play? Do they often attribute losses to
external factors, such as the bad play of
others, lack of cards, the dealer, bad beats,
etc.?
Poker has a million excuses for those
VI
LI
D A
looking
for one. It’s extremely easy to place
O
T
POS
blame on everything but your own play.
So many times after a tournament, I hear a player
lament the bad luck on the hand that caused his elimination. In many
instances, the player may have lost a hand in which he was ahead, but
he’s missing the larger point.
How did he get to that point? If he was eliminated, then obviously
his opponent had him outchipped. How did he get so low in chips in
the first place? I recently was eliminated when I moved all-in with
pocket nines and was reluctantly called by the big blind who was holding pocket threes. He spiked the three and I hit the rail. Sure, that
stung a bit.
However, the lesson in the tournament for me was a couple of mistakes I had made in the previous hour that took me from well above
average to short-stacked. That is what I focused on afterward and
made sure to learn from my mistakes. I would love to hear a player tell
me about all the mistakes he made along the way that contributed to
his downfall rather than focus all of his energy on the one hand that
caused his elimination when he was short.
Now, let’s do some self-examination. Be completely honest: How
often do you attribute your losses to factors outside of your control?
How often do you attribute your losses to your mistakes? Certainly,
there will be times when you play well and lose. That’s poker.
Being able to honestly reflect and discern when you’ve made mistakes and how you can learn from them marks the difference between
a player who can learn, grow and win from a player who will continue
to mire in mediocrity with little arc. Human nature hasn’t changed
since Ben Franklin’s time, but our access to information and resources
has improved tremendously. If you can be honest in your self-reflection, your game will improve immeasurably.
— David Apostolico is the author of several poker strategy books, including
Tournament Poker and the Art of War. You can contact him at thepokerwriter@
aol.com.
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A look at featured tournaments around the country. The
following pages also highlight daily events and promotions.

The World Series of Poker and the surrounding Las Vegas tournament series came to a close in July, but the rest of the country begins to
pick up again with quite a few series to choose from in August.

East

The East Coast has some nice action in the first two weeks of the
month, with three series happening simultaneously with a good selection of buy-in levels.
The Mohegan Sun Summer Showdown runs Aug. 1-15, featuring
big guarantees, reasonable buy-ins, and step tournaments running every night to help you satellite into the $1,100 main event.
The World Poker Tour Regional series returns to Parx Casino in
the Philadelphia market, with the Parx Open (Aug. 1-15). The series
starts with a number of small events and satellites that run daily to
offer players a chance to win their way into the $3,300 main event.
For more on this see Cris Belkewitch’s column on Page 36 and the ad
on Page 69.
The Heartland Poker Tour will be at the Turning Stone Resort
and Casino in New York, with satellites starting Aug. 3. The HPT has
been getting large fields for its $1,650 main events, and we expect a
big turnout for this one.
Don’t forget the Mega Stack Challenge at Foxwoods in Connecticut, which runs Aug. 11-19 and always has big numbers.

South
The South has four series this month, two in Florida (a pair of
WPTs) and two in Biloxi, Miss. including a WSOPC event at the IP
in Biloxi.
The Gulf Coast Poker Classic at the beautiful Beau Rivage in
Biloxi, Miss. starts Aug. 24 and runs through Sept. 2. The schedule
includes a number of smaller events, including the popular seniors
event, leading up to the $2,600 main event.
But before the GCPC, the WSOPC kicks off its ninth season with
its annual stop at the IP in Biloxi. This series runs Aug. 9-20 and features 12 ring events. For more on this series. see our Miss Poker column on Page 10 and the ad on the back inside cover.
Hard Rock Hollywood in Florida gets another visit from the WPT
with its Summer Splash (Aug. 10-27). The $2,200 main event runs
Aug. 24-27 and has a $500K guarantee. See the ad on Page 21.

The Jacksonville Summer Series, in conjunction with the WPT
Regional series, looks good, especially for those recovering from the
WSOP and trying to rebuild a bankroll. The bestbet poker room hosts
Aug. 24-Sept. 10, featuring smaller buy-ins. The WPT main event is
$1,500 and has two Day 1s (Sept. 7-8) at noon.

Midwest

Big tournaments dot the heart of the country this month, including
two in Minnesota.
The River Series at WinStar in Oklahoma kicks off and has a $4
million guarantee for its overall prize pools. See our Oklahoma column on Page 24 for more details.
Running Aces Harness Park in Minnesota is hosting the largest
buy-in in Minnesota history, the $2,500 Tournament of Champions,
on Aug. 11. We expect every major player in the Midwest to show up
for the 20K starting stacks, hour-long levels and $75K guarantee for
first place. For more on this, see our column on Page 40.
The Mid-States Poker Tour will be in Sioux Falls, S.D., at the Grand
Falls Casino (Aug. 11-19) with a $100K guarantee for the main event.
The Horseshoe Poker Classic at Horseshoe Council Bluffs, Iowa,
runs Aug. 21-27, the first series under new manager Andrew Brock. See
the ad on Page 42 for schedule and details.
Canterbury Park, in Shakopee, Minn., hosts the Twin Cities Poker
Open on Aug. 26. This $1,100 event usually attracts a large field for
the Midwest, and it’s only 20 miles from the Twin Cities.

West
The Western U.S. has three notable events this month, a fairly light
month in terms of quantity, but they make up for it in quality.
The eighth annual Arizona State Poker Championship at Talking
Stick Resort and Casino will be a $1,070 buy-in event starting Aug. 10
and scheduled for five days. Should be a large field, with a lot of big
names, as most events at this venue draw a serious crowd.
In NorCal, Thunder Valley’s Players Championship continues this
month as its championship begins Aug. 10. Manager Ben Erwin is doing
some fine things with his series and structures. See the ad on Page 15.
The Bay101 Open will run Aug. 20-27, with the main event featuring a nice smooth structure and a $1,040 buy-in. Smaller events
include a seniors event and an all-in-or-fold tournament. S

Vote today for your chance to win fabulous prizes!
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ARIZONA
LOCATION

TOURNAMENTS/SPECIAL EVENTS

JACKPOTS/PROMOTIONS

CASINO ARIZONA AT TALKING STICK
(480) 850-7777 • casinoaz.com
CASINO DEL SOL
(800) 344-9435 • casinodelsol.com
DESERT DIAMOND
(520) 342-1810 • ddcaz.com
FT. McDOWELL CASINO
(480) 837-1424 • fortmcdowellcasino
HARRAH’S PHOENIX AK-CHIN
(480) 802-5000 • harrahsakchin.com
VEE QUIVA CASINO
(520) 796-7777 • wingilariver.com/vee-quiva
WILD HORSE PASS HOTEL AND CASINO
(800) 946-4452 • wingilariver.com/wild-horse-pass

Mon.-Fri. ($60, 11:15a); Tue.-Wed. ($130, 7:15p); Aug. 11 ($330, 11:15a); Aug. 18
($225, 11:15a); Arizona State Championship, Aug. 10 ($1,070). See ad Page 23.
Mon.-Fri. ($15, 10a) Mon. ($35, 7p); Wed. Omaha/8 ($45, 7p); Thurs. ($85, 7p); Sat.
Omaha/8 ($15 w/rebuys, 9a) & ($35, noon); Sun. ($20 w/rebuys, 11a & $15, 7p).
Tue. ($75 w/$60 rebuy, 7p).

Aces Cracked (daily, 2a-10a).

CALIFORNIA
101 CASINO
(707) 795-6121 • the101casino.com/casino
AGUA CALIENTE CASINO
(888) 999-1995 • hotwatercasino.com
ARTICHOKE JOE’S
(650) 589-3145 • artichokejoes.com
AVIATOR CASINO
(661) 721-7770 • theaviatorcasino.com
BANKERS CASINO
(831) 422-6666 • bankerscasino.net
BARONA RESORT
(619) 443-2300 • barona.com
BAY 101
LOCATION
(408) 451-8888 • bay101.com
BICYCLE CASINO
(562) 806-4646 • thebike.com
CACHE CREEK CASINO
(530) 796-3118 • cachecreek.com
CALIFORNIA GRAND CASINO
(925) 685-8397 • calgrandcasino.com
CAPITOL CASINO
(916) 446-0700 • capitol-casino.com
CASINO 580
(925) 455-6144 • thecasino580.com
CHUKCHANSI GOLD RESORT & CASINO
(866) 794-6946 • chukchansigold.com
CHUMASH CASINO RESORT
(805) 686-1968 • chumashcasino.com
CLUB ONE CASINO
(559) 497-3000 • clubonecasino.com
COMMERCE CASINO
(323) 721-2100 • commercecasino.com
CORDOVA CASINO
(916) 293-7477 • cordovacasino.com
CRYSTAL CASINO
(310) 631-3838 • thecrystalcasino.com
DIAMOND JIM’S CASINO
(661) 256-1400 • diamondjimscasino.net
FOLSOM LAKE BOWL
(916) 983-4411 • folsomlakebowl.com
GARDEN CITY CASINO
(408) 244-3333 • gardencitycasino.com
GOLDEN WEST CASINO
(661) 324-6936 • goldenwestcasino.net
HARRAH’S RINCON
(760) 751-3100 • harrahsrincon.com
HAWAIIAN GARDENS CASINO
(562) 860-5887 • thegardenscasino.com
HOLLYWOOD PARK
(310) 330-2800 • playhpc.com
HUSTLER CASINO
(310) 719-9800 • hustlercasinola.com
JACKSON RANCHERIA CASINO
(209) 223-1677 • jacksoncasino.com
LAKE ELSINORE CASINO
(951) 674-3101 • lercasino.com
LIMELIGHT CARD ROOM
(916) 446-2208 • limelightcardroom.com
LIVERMORE CASINO
(925) 447-1702 • livermorecasino.net
LOTUS CASINO
(916) 399-4929 • mylotuscasino.com
LUCKY CHANCES CASINO
(650) 758-2237 • luckychances.com
LUCKY DERBY CASINO
(916) 726-8946 • luckyderbycasino.com

Mon.-Fri. ($30, noon); Mon. ($50, 7p); Tue.-Thurs. ($5 w/$5 rebuys, 7p); Fri. KO
($120, 7p); Sat. ($5, noon), ($10, 4p) and ($20, 9p); Sun. ($50, noon) & ($10, 7p).
Tue. Omaha ($25, 7:30p); Thurs. ($10 w/rebuys, 7:30p); Fri. ($40, 7:30); Sat. ($60,
3:30p); Sun. ($25, 12:30p) & ($60, 5:30p).
Sun.-Thurs. ($30 w/$20 rebuy, 11a); Wed. ($10 w/rebuys, 7:30p).
Mon. & Thurs. ($30, noon); Tue. & Wed. ($50, 7:30p).

Splash pots (Mon.-Fri. & Sun.); high-hand giveaways (Mon.-Fri.).
Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is aces full of jacks beaten by quads and Omaha; player
comps for live play; Splash Pots pay $50; Aces Cracked.
Progressive bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is quads over aces full of deuces and Omaha
is quad fours; mini jackpot is hold’em is aces full; high hand (daily); Aces Cracked.
Progressive bad-beat jackpot starts at $3.5K; Aces Cracked Wins a Spin (open-11a);
Deuces Cracked (daily, 10p-3a).
Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; royals pay $500; Aces Cracked.
Aces Cracked pays up to $200 ; high hands; splash pots (daily); royals pay $200
(daily).

Tue. & Thurs. ($50, 7p); monthly events on Aug. 11 & 25 ($115, 1p); monthly event,
Aug. 4 ($295, 1p); $5-$100 spread limit Omaha (Mon., 6p).
Sun. $4K guarantee ($60, 10a); $7.5K guarantee monthly freeroll, Aug. 4 (10:30a).

Double Hold’em Super Bad Beat Jackpot (Sun., 2a-Mon, 11:59p); Aces Cracked
(Sun.-Tue. & Thur., 9a-6p; Wed. (24hrs); Kings Cracked (Mon.-Fri., 1a-9a).
High hands; Rack Attack (call for details).

No tournaments.

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em pays $100K; bad-beat jackpot in Omaha; royals pay
$500; Aces Cracked; Splash the Pot; high hands.
Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; mini bad-beat jackpot in hold’em, Mexican poker and
Omaha; Lucky Seat; high hand; call for more promotions.
The Players Challenge (call for details).

Mon. $2.5K guar. ($30, 6p); Wed. ($50, 6p); Thurs. & Sun. Mexican poker ($30, 6p);
Sat. $1.5K guar. ($25, 2p).
Mon. ($65, 6p); Tue. ($45, 6p); Thurs. ($65, 6p); Sun. ($45, noon); monthly
deepstack KO event, Aug. 26 ($260, noon).
Mon.-Thurs. ($40, 6:30); Sat. & Sun. ($40, 10:30a).
Mon.-Fri. ($120, 9:30a); Sat. ($200, 9a); Sun. varies (call for details); monthly event,
TOURNAMENTS/SPECIAL
Aug.
11 ($530, 9:30a); Bay 101 Open, Aug.EVENTS
20-27 ($110-$1,040).
Legends of Poker runs through Aug. 30 ($235-$3,700) w/main event, Aug. 24
($3,700, noon). See ad Page 13.
Wed. ($55 w/$50 rebuy, 6p); Sat.-Sun. ($55 w/$50 rebuy, noon).
Call for schedule.
Mon.-Thurs. ($30, 10a); Fri. ($30 w/$30 add-on, 10a); Sat.-Sun. ($60, 11a).
Daily ($25 w/$20 rebuys, 9:30a).
Closed Mon.-Tue. $1K guarantee Wed. & Thurs. ($40, 6p) and Fri. ($60,6p)
Mon.-Fri. ($35, 10:15a); Tue. ($60, 7p); Wed. ($35, 7p); Thurs. ($40, 7p); Sat. ($10 w/
rebuys and add-on, 10:15a); Sun. ($70, 10:15a).
Mon.-Fri. ($14 w/rebuys, 10a); Mon. & Thurs. $2K guar. ($50, 7p); Wed. ($25 w/
rebuy and add-on, 7p); Sat. Omaha/8 ($14, 10a).
Call for schedule.

Aces Cracked (Mon.-Fri.); Morning Rack Attacks (Mon.-Fri.).
Earn double points and WPT vouchers for future events (call for details).

JACKPOTS/PROMOTIONS

WPT mega seat freeroll (call for details).

Aces Cracked pays $100 (Mon.-Fri., 10a-10p); quads pay $250 (Mon.-Fri., 6a-6p);
high hands; cash drawings (call for details); Splash the Pot (Mon.-Fri., 2a-9a).
Call for information.
Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em pays $50K minimum; high hands pay $200 (daily);
royal-flush bonus (all suits); Aces Cracked spins wheel.
Progressive straight flush for all suits; bad beat in hold’em (aces full of jacks) and
Omaha (quad nines); royals pay $200; high hands pay $100; raffles (daily).
Royals pay $325-$400 depending on suit; straight flushes pay $200 and be sure to
ask about the High Hand Extravaganza.
High-hands pay $500 (Mon., Fri. & Sat.); Splash the Pot (daily).
Monster progressive jackpot starts at $10K; Easy Way Jackpot pays $5K; Omaha/8
bad-beat jackpot pays $5K.
Call for promotions.

Mon.-Sat. ($35, 10a); Mon. ($45, 7p); Tue. ($85, 7p); monthly $10K guar., Aug. 4
($120, 10a).
Fri. $5K guar. ($80); call for details.

Super bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Mon. KO ($72, 6p); Tue. ($62 w/$20 rebuy, 6p); Wed. $2K guar. ($65, 6p); Sat. ($30
w/$10 rebuys, 1:30p); Sun. ($62, 1:30p).
Sat. $1K guar. ($30, 8p).

Bad-beat jackpots in hold’em and Omaha.

Daily ($125-$330) at 10a; nightly Sun.-Wed. ($150-$180) at 8p; Thurs. ($180, 10p).

Call for promotions.

Mon. ($40, 6:15p); Wed. ($60, 6:15p); Fri. ($30, 9a & $40, 6:15p); Sat. ($30, 2:15p);
Sun. ($40, 2:15p).
Mon.-Thurs. ($30, noon & 7p); $1K guar., Fri. ($36, noon); Sat. KO ($60, 7p); Sat. &
Sun. ($31, noon).
Daily ($30-$150); Mon.-Fri. (1p & 6:45p); Sat. (10a & 1p); Sun. (2:15a & 1p).

Bad-beat jackpots in hold’em and Omaha; high hands; cash giveaways; Aces
Cracked.
Aces Cracked (24/7); high hand (Mon.-Thurs.); Mystery Splash Pot (Fri.-Sun.).

Daily ($50-$90); Mon.-Fri. (11:30a & 6:30p); Sat. & Sun. (11:30a & 5p).

Progressive tournament jackpot; earn points for tournaments.

Mon. ($140, 7p); Tue. ($125 w/$100 rebuy, 7p); Wed. ($125 w/$100 rebuy, 7p);
Thurs. KO ($120 w/$100 rebuy, 7p); Sun. ($125 w/$100 rebuy, 3p).
Mon. ($80, 7p); Fri. ($50, 11a); Sat. ($120, 11a).

Progressive bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Daily ($20, 10a); Mon. & Thurs. ($60, 7p); Tue. Omaha ($20, 10a); Wed. KO ($60, 7p);
Fri. $3K guar. ($37 w/$10 rebuys, 10a); Sat. ($20, 10a); Sun. $5K guar. ($60, 2p).
Thurs. ($40, 6p).

Bad-beat jackpots in hold’em, Omaha and stud.

Mon.-Sat. ($40 w/$20 rebuys and add-on, 11a & 7p); Sun. KO ($80, 11a & 7p).

Call for schedule.

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; royal-flush bonus; first-time players receive bonus
chips (see website for details).
Super bad-beat jackpot; Aces Cracked; splash pots; royals pay up to $250; high
hands.
Call for promotions.

Tue. KO ($75, 6:30p); Sat. & Sun. ($40, 10a).

Player points accumulated through live play (call for promotions).

Call for schedule.

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Cash giveaways (call for details).

$100K bonus jackpots (daily); win up to $10K in cash drawings (call for details).

Call for information.

Bad-beat progressive jackpot in hold’em.

* SNG = single-table tournaments; all tournaments are no-limit hold’em unless noted. Poker room managers email roth@anteupmagazine.com
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CALIFORNIA (Continued)
LOCATION

TOURNAMENTS/SPECIAL EVENTS

JACKPOTS/PROMOTIONS

LUCKY LADY CASINO
(619) 287-6690 • luckyladycardroom.com
MORONGO CASINO
(888) 667-6646 • morongocasinoresort.com
NORMANDIE CASINO
(310) 352-3400 • normandiecasino.com
OAKS CARD CLUB
(510) 653-4456 • oakscardclub.com
OCEAN’S 11 CASINO
(760) 439-6988 • oceans11.com
PALA CASINO
(760) 510-5100 • palacasino.com
PECHANGA RESORT
(951) 693-1819 • pechanga.com
PHOENIX CASINO
(916) 331-2345 • playphoenixcasino.com
PLAYERS CASINO VENTURA
(805) 643-1392 • pcventura.com
RANCHO’S CLUB
(916) 361-9186 • ranchosclub.com
RED HAWK CASINO
(530) 677-2580 • redhawkcasino.com
SAN MANUEL CASINO
(800) 359-2464 • sanmanuel.com
SOBOBA CASINO
(951) 665-1000 • soboba.net
SPOTLIGHT 29 CASINO
(760) 775-5566 • spotlight29.com
SYCUAN CASINO
(619) 445-6002 • sycuan.com
TACHI PALACE CASINO
(559) 924-7751 • tachipalace.com
THUNDER VALLEY CASINO
(916) 408-7777 • thundervalleyresort.com
VIEJAS CASINO
(619) 445-5400 • viejas.com

Call for schedule.

Call for promotions.

Daily ($30-$97); Mon.-Fri. (10a & 7p); Sat (11a); Sun. (11a & 6p) including Fri. KO
($97, 7p).
Wed. $2K ($50, 7p); Thurs. $2K ($50, 7p); Fri. $3K ($60, 7p); Sat. KO ($60, 6p); Sun.
$2K (freeroll w/$10 rebuys, 1p); Normandie Classic, Aug. 9-12 ($150, 7p).
Mon. KO ($140, 6:15p); Tue. ($120 w/re-entry, 6:15p); Wed. ($100 w/$80 rebuy,
6:15p); Sat. ($120 w/re-entry, 11a); Sun. ($125 w/$100 rebuy, 1p).
Mon. & Wed. ($60, 10a); Mon.-Thurs. ($65, 7p); Tue., Thurs. Fri. ($40, 10a); Sat. &
Sun. $10K guar. ($135, 10a); Dog Days of Summer, Aug. 4 ($330, 10a).
Daily ($35, 10a); $2.5K guar. Thurs. ($65, 7p); $2K guar., Sat.-Sun. ($45, 10a); LIPS
event, Aug. 18 ($130, 4p).
Mon. ($30, 10a); Tue. KO ($35, 10a & 7p); Wed. KO ($25, 10a); Thurs. Survivor ($35,
10a); Fri. ($25, noon); Sat. ($25, 10a); Sun. ($35, 10a).
Mon.-Thurs. ($40, 1:30p); Fri. & Sat. ($35, 4p).

Bad-beat jackpots in hold’em and Omaha; Aces Cracked; get paid for royals; high
hands.
$8-$16 seeded at $40K; Aces Cracked (Sun.-Thurs.); $28K Winter Cash Giveaway (call
for details); $24K Poker Cash Giveaway (call for details).
Call for promotions.

COLORADO

AMERISTAR BLACK HAWK
(720) 946-4108 • ameristar.com/Black_Hawk.aspx
GOLDEN GATES CASINO
(303) 582-5600 • goldencasinogroup.com
ISLE CASINO BLACK HAWK
(303) 998-7777 • black-hawk.isleofcapricasinos.com
LADY LUCK CASINO
(303) 582-2141 • isleofcapricasinos.com
LODGE CASINO AT BLACK HAWK
(303) 582-1771 • thelodgecasino.com
RESERVE CASINO HOTEL
(303) 582-0800 • reservecasinohotel.com

CONNECTICUT
FOXWOODS CASINO
(800) 369-9663 • foxwoods.com
MOHEGAN SUN CASINO
(860) 862-8000 • mohegansun.com
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DELAWARE PARK
(302) 355-1050 • delawarepark.com
DOVER DOWNS HOTEL & CASINO
(302) 674-4600 • doverdowns.com
HARRINGTON RACEWAY
(888) 887-5687 • harringtonraceway.com

Mon. & Sun. ($35 w/rebuys, 10a); Mon. ($65, 7p); Tue. & Fri. ($15 w/rebuys, 11:30a)
Tue. & Thurs. ($35 w/rebuys, 7p); Wed. ($65, 11:30a); Sat. ($65, 10a).
No tournaments.
Daily ($35, 10a); Tue. ($65, 6:30p); Mon., Wed., Thurs. & Sun. ($35, 6:30p); $20K
Falling into Cash freeroll (call for details).
$33K and $100K Cash is King freeroll tournaments held regularly; qualify by collecting high-hand stamps in live action (see website for details).
Daily guarantee ($7-$20, 10a); Mon. KO $1.5K guar. ($30, 7p); Fri. $3K guar. ($30,
7p); Sun. $1.5K guar. ($20, 10a).
Mon. & Thurs. ($35, 11a); Tue.-Thurs. KO ($50, 11a); Fri. ($35, 11) & ($80, 7p); Sat.
& Sun. ($35, 11a).
Mon.-Sat. ($21 w/rebuys, 10a); Mon.-Wed. qualifiers ($45, 6:30p); Fri. ($46 w/$10
bounties, 6:30p); Sat. & Sun. ($46 w/$10 bounties, 6p); Sun. ($44, 10a).
Tue. ($50, 7:15p); Wed. KO ($60, 7:15p); Fri. ($50, 11:15a); Sat. ($70, 11:15a); Sun.
($100, 11:15a).
Mon.-Thurs. ($40, 1p); Fri.-Sun. ($60, 11a); Sun. KO ($100, 7p); Players
Championship runs through Aug. 12 ($75-$425); call for schedule. See ad Page 15.
Mon. ($40, 10a & $15, 6:15p); Tue. ($40, 10a & $30, 6:15p); Wed. ($40, 10a & $30,
6:15p); Thurs. Omaha ($15, 10a) & ($25)

Progressive jackpots in hold’em ($20K minimum) and Omaha ($5K minimum);
hold’em jackpots increase to $40K minimum (7:30a-9:30a); cash drawings.
Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em (aces full of 10s); high hand.
Graveyard Easy Money (call for details); Splash Pots; high hands.
Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; high hand.
Call for promotions.
$100 gets you $150 twice a day (9a-11a and 6p-8p); high hands; spin the wheel
every two hours.
Cash giveaways (call for details).
$100K super bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; double jackpots (Mon. & Wed.); hourly
high hand (Tue. & Thurs.); Money Wheel (Fri.).
Spin to Win (Mon. & Wed., 1p-11p); High Hand Derby (Tue., 1p-11p); high hand
(Thurs., 1p-11p).
Aces Cracked; high hand (Wed.-Fri.); Sat. high hand (2p-midnight).
Progressive jackpots in hold’em (aces full of jacks beaten by quads) and Omaha
jackpot (quad eights); Cash Splash; high hands; Poker Yahtzee; call for details.
High hands pay $50 (daily); Kings Can’t Lose (Mon.); Aces Cracked (Thurs.); call for
other promotions.
Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em and Omaha; high hands (call for details).
Poker squares; $7 military nights (Sat.); 2X drawing tickets (call for details).

No tournaments.

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em (quads).

Daily ($40-$300) at 10a, noon, 3p and 7p w/an event on Sunday ($100 w/$100
rebuys, noon).
Tue. Pineapple/8 ($45, 10a); Thurs. Omaha/8 ($45, 10a); Fri. ($45, 10a); Sat. ($150,
noon). See ad on facing page.
Mon.-Fri. ($60, 7p); Sat. ($60, 2p); Sun. ($100, 2p).

Early bird specials; players can earn $5 per hour in cash back (call for details).

Daily ($60) at 10a, noon, 3p & 7p (call for details).
No tournaments scheduled, but will run them upon request.

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em (aces full of kings); qualify for Poker Bingo (call for
details).
Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em (quads); ask about the Quads of the Day jackpots.

Daily ($60-$300, 9a-8p); Mega Stack Challenge, Aug. 11-19 (call for schedule).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em (quad eights) and stud (quad deuces).

Daily ($60-$200); Tue. & Thurs. ($80, 10a); Wed. ($120, 7:30p) & Fri. ($200, 2p); Sat.
($150, 11a); Summer Showdown, Aug. 1-5 (call for schedule).

High hands paid every four hours daily, seven days a week; “Add-On” tournaments,
Mon., Tue. & Thurs.

Mon.-Thurs. ($65, noon, 4p, & 7p); Fri.-Sun. ($65-$340, noon, 4p, 7p & 10p); Sat.
($30-$60, 9a). See story about Ironman Challenge on Page 41.
Wed. ($75, 7p); Fri. ($75, noon & $100, 7p); Sat. ($75, noon & 7p); Sun. ($65, 1p).
See ad Page 41.
Tue. & Thurs. ($60, 11a); Sat. ($60 w/rebuy & add-on, 11a).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em with descending qualifier; mini bad beat; high hand
pays up to $250.
Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is aces full of jacks; high hand (Mon.-Fri.); royals receive
free jacket and the rest of the table gets $50 each (see website for details).
Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is aces full of kings beaten by quads.

Daily ($100-$150); Wed. Big Stack ($150, 7p); Fri. Big Stack ($150, noon); Sun. Big
Stack ($150, noon) & Omaha/8 ($70, noon); Summer Series, Aug. 24-Sept. 9.
Daily ($50-$100) at noon & 7p.

Bad-beat jackpots in hold’em, Omaha and stud; royals and steel wheel pay $250
(spades pay $500); hourly high hands (Sun.-Thurs.). See ad Page 31.
Bad-beat jackpots in hold’em, Omaha and stud; royals and steel wheels pay $250
(spades pay $500); hourly high hands (Sun.-Thurs.).
Bad-beat jackpots in hold’em, Omaha and stud; royals and steel wheels pay $250
(spades pay $500); hourly high hands (Sun.-Thurs.).
Hourly high hands (daily); flopped progressive royal flush jackpots.

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; high hand (Mon., Wed., Fri., 10a-noon); cash drawings
(Fri., 3p-11p & Sat., 1p-11p).
Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em has a 50 percent room share (call for details).

FLORIDA
BESTBET JACKSONVILLE
(904) 646-0002 • bestbetjax.com
BESTBET ORANGE PARK KENNEL CLUB
(904) 646-0002 • bestbetjax.com
BESTBET ST. JOHNS
(904) 646-0002 • bestbetjax.com
CALDER CASINO
(305) 625-1311 • studzpoker.com
CASINO MIAMI JAI-ALAI
(305) 633-6400 • crystalcardroom.com
CREEK ENTERTAINMENT GRETNA
(866) 946-3360 • creekentertainmentgretna.com
DANIA JAI-ALAI
(954) 927-2841 • dania-jai-alai.com
DAYTONA BEACH KENNEL CLUB
(386) 252-6484 • daytonagreyhound.com/pokerroom

Thurs.-Sat. (2p, $50 w/$20 RBs); Sat. Big Stack (7p, $150); 1st, 2nd & 4th Sunday
BIG O, 2-7 triple draw, razz (2p, $75); Aug. 19 (2p, $340)
Daily at 11a & 7p ($40-$150) w/a $10K guarantee on Saturdays ($100, 11a); weekly
freerolls (call for details). See ad Page 7.
Daily ($20-$165); Sunday $10K guar. (call for details) See ads on Page 64.
Thurs. & Sun. satellite ($50, 1p & 7p); Thurs. & Fri. ($50, 7p); Sat. KO ($100, 7p);
monthly $10K guar., Aug. 4 ($250, 1p). See ad on previous page.
Mon.-Fri. ($30, 1p); Mon. ($65, 6:30p); Tue. freeroll (6:30p); Wed. KO ($50, 6:30p); Thurs.
freeroll (6:30p); Fri. ($105, 6:30p); Sat. freeroll (1p & 6:30p); Sun. ($65, 1p & 6:30p).
21 weekly events noon, 3p & 7p; Mon. ($120 deepstack, 7p); Tue. ($120 One Grand
Chop, 7p); Wed. ($80 KO, 7p); Fri. ($120, 7); Sat. ($140 DS,7p); Sun (1p $175 Super DS).

Progressive royals and rolling quads of the day are progressive; hourly high hands
(daily); call for details.
Bad beat in hold’em (quads), Omaha (quad jacks) and stud (quads); play daily and
receive $2/hr; mini bad beat (Tue., 10a); high hands pays $100/hr (Fri.-Mon.).
Big Slick Progressive Spades Royal Flush starts at $5K; all other royals pay $1K; Triple
Double & Dania Double (call for details). See ad Page 22.
Bad beat in limit, no-limit, Omaha and stud; early bird (Mon.-Fri., 10a-11a); Prime
Time (Mon.-Thurs., 5p-9p) & (Fri., 5p-1a); Super Sat. (noon-11:30p); Sun. (1p-5p).

WHERE TO PLAY

FLORIDA (Continued)
LOCATION

TOURNAMENTS/SPECIAL EVENTS

JACKPOTS/PROMOTIONS

DERBY LANE
(727) 812-3339 x7 • derbylanepoker.com
EBRO GREYHOUND PARK
(850) 234-3943 • ebrogreyhoundpark.com
FT. PIERCE JAI-ALAI & POKER
(772) 464-7500 • jaialai.net/poker.php
GULFSTREAM PARK
(954) 457-6336 • gulfstreampark.com
ISLE CASINO AT POMPANO PARK
(954) 972-2000 x5123 • theislepompanopark.com
MAGIC CITY CASINO
(305) 649-3000 • flaglerdogs.com
MARDI GRAS CASINO
(877) 557-5687 x3167 • playmardigras.com
MELBOURNE GREYHOUND PARK
(321) 259-9800 • mgpark.com
NAPLES-FT. MYERS GREYHOUND TRACK
(239) 992-2411 • naplesfortmyersdogs.com
OCALA POKER AND JAI-ALAI
(352) 591-2345 • ocalapoker.com
PALM BEACH KENNEL CLUB
(561) 683-2222 • pbkennelclub.com
PENSACOLA GREYHOUND TRACK
(850) 455-8595 • pensacolagreyhoundtrack.com
SARASOTA KENNEL CLUB
(941) 355-7744 x1054 • skcpoker.com
SEMINOLE CASINO BRIGHTON
(866) 222-7466 x121 • seminolecasinobrighton.com
SEMINOLE CASINO COCONUT CREEK
(866) 222-7466 • seminolecoconutcreekcasino.com
SEMINOLE HARD ROCK HOLLYWOOD
(866) 502-7529 • seminolehardrockhollywood.com
SEMINOLE HARD ROCK TAMPA
(866) 502-7529 • seminolehardrocktampa.com
SEMINOLE HOLLYWOOD CLASSIC
(866) 222-7466 • seminolehollywoodcasino.com
SEMINOLE CASINO IMMOKALEE
(866) 222-7466 • theseminolecasino.com
TAMPA BAY DOWNS
(813) 298-1798 • tampabaydowns.com
TAMPA GREYHOUND TRACK
(813) 932-4313 • luckyscards.com

Daily ($50-$330) on Sun.-Thurs. (1p, 4p, & 7p) & Fri.-Sat. (1p, 6p, & 8p). See ad
Page 35.
Daily ($20-$220) on Sun.-Fri. (8p), Sat. (2p, 8p, midnight). See ad on Pages 4-5.

Daily cash and prize promotions; high hands; tournament high hands; see website
for more promotions.
High hands pay $100 (Mon. & Fri., 9a-midnight) and $500 (Sun.-Thurs., 2a-3a &
Fri.-Sat, midnight-9a); $4,999 royal flush of spades (Tue.-Thurs., 9a-noon).
Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em, Omaha and stud (see website for rules and payouts);
quads pays $100-$220 (daily).
High hand daily pays $300/hr; royals pay $500; PLO steel wheel progressive; $100
added to pot daily until steel wheel hand is made. See ad Page 19.
Bad-beat and high-hand jackpots in hold’em and Omaha; $10K cash drawings
every Sunday.
Big Slick Royal Progressive; high hands pay $150; progressive Hot Table pays
minimum of $500 (daily); Hot Table 100 spins wheel (Sat., 2p, 6p, 10p & 2a).
$40 frenzy vouchers (Sun.-Thurs., 9a-11a); high-hand jackpots; $500 high hand
every half-hour (Fri. & Sat.).
Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; royals pay $500; Aces Cracked TV entry (Tue. & Thurs.);
progressive high hand (Sun.); Carry the Quad (Mon.-Fri.); Lucky Duck Challenge.
Diamond Big Slick Royal Progressive pays minimum of $25K; all other royals pay
$1K; high hand (daily); $1K hourly high hands, Aug. 1, 15 & 29.
High hand (daily); royals pay $500 (daily).

Mon. ($75, 7p); Wed. ($55, 7p); Sat. ($100, 1:30p); Sun. ($55, 4p). See ad Page 55.
Daily (6:30p); Mon., Fri., Sun. ($60); Tue. ($80); Wed. ($100); Thurs. PLO ($20 w/$10
rebuys); Mon.-Wed. are KO and Sat. is a rebuy; Sun. $1K PLO freeroll (2p).
Daily ($100-$350); Mon.-Wed. & Fri.-Sat. (noon, 7:30p); Thurs. (7:30p); Sat. & Sun.
(noon). See ad Page 39.
SNGs daily ($65-$800); call for details.
Tue. Omaha/8 ($100, 7p); Thurs. $1.5K guar. freeroll (7p); Sun. $1.5K guar. shootout
freeroll (7p).
Mon. ($65, 1p & 7p); Tue. ($35, 1p & 7p); Thurs. ($35, 1p & $90 KO, 7p); Fri. $5K
guar. ($45, 7p); Sat. ($120, 1p); Sun. ($65, 1p). See ad below.
Mon. & Tue. ($50, noon & 7p); Wed. ($65, 7p); Thurs. ($65, noon & $50, 7p); Fri.
($115, 6p); Sat. ($115, 2p); Sun. KO ($125, 2p); Aug. 4 ($275, noon).
Mon. ($30, 7p); Tue. ($35, 7p); Wed. ($50, 7p); Thurs. ($30, 7p); Fri. ($115, 7p); Sun.
($30, 4p). See ad Page 52.
Daily ($30-$550) at noon & 6:30p; Sat. $5K freeroll (6:30p). See ad Page 17.
Daily ($50-$100); Mon., Fri. & Sun. ($50, 7p); Tue. & Fri. ($50, 1p); Wed. & Sat.
($100, 7p); monthly $10K guar., Aug. 11 ($250, 1p); monthly $20K guar., Aug. 25
Daily ($40-$440) including Fri. ($110, 1p, 25K chips); Sat. ($160, 1p, 15K chips,
30-minute levels); deepstack on first Sat. of month ($440, 1p). See ad Page 33.
Mon. ($30, 7p); Wed. ($20, 7p); Sat. ($50, 7p); Sun. ($40, 2p); free tournaments on
Thursdays (call for details).
Daily tournaments.

Bad-beat and mini bad-beat jackpots in hold’em, Omaha, and stud; high-hand and
Ante Up Poker Cruise giveaways, see ad Page 17.
Bad beat in hold’em (quads), Omaha (quad jacks) and stud (quads); full house or
better (daily); mini bad beat (daily, mid.-4a); play Sun.-Wed. for an extra $2/hr.
Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em (quad deuces); progressive jackpots in all games;
$599/$299 high hands (Fri.-Sat.).
Progressive bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; progressive spade royal flush; Aces Cracked
(Tue. & Thurs.); quads pays up to $100 (Sun.-Tue.); Hi/Lo games (Mon.).
Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Daily ($40-$300); guaranteed prize pools (call for details); WPT Summer Splash,
Aug. 10-27 w/$500K guar. main event, Aug. 24-27 ($2,200). See ad Page 21.
Daily ($40-$550), including Wed. ($225, alternates between 12:30p/7:30p). See
ad Page 2-3.
Thurs. freeroll ($500 winner-take-all, 6p); Sun. ($40 w/rebuys, 2p).

Hourly high hands in limit and no-limit (daily); gift card promotion for hours played
(call for details).
Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em, Omaha and stud.

Wed. ($35, 7:30p); Thurs. Omaha/8 ($50, 7:30p); Fri. HA ($60, 7:30p); Sat. KO event
($50, 1p) & deepstack ($115, 6:30p); Sun. mini deepstack ($70, 6:30p). Ad Page 18.
Daily ($20-$200) at 1p and 7p; monthly $10K guar., Aug. 22 ($350, 1p). See ad
Page 29.
Daily ($20-$80); Sun.-Thurs. (2p & 6:30p); Fri.-Sat. (2p, 7:30p). Sunday Challenge, last
Sun. of every month ($115, 1p, 15K chips).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; $199 high hand (daily, 11a-2p, 2p-4p; 11p-2a & Fri. &
Sat., 2a-4a); Scotty Nguyen Poker Boot Camp, Aug. 18 (call for details).
$300 high hands (Mon. & Thurs.); $599/$299 high hands (Tue. & Fri., 1p-midnight);
$500 high hands (Wed. & Sun.); quads-royals pay (Sat.); mini bad beat (daily).
Rise & Shine starts at $500 (daily, 11:30a-4p); quads ($50-$75), straight flushes ($150)
and royals ($300) from Sun.-Thurs. (4p-11p); high hands pay 2Xs (Fri.-Sat., 4p-11p).

High hands (daily).

WHERE TO PLAY

ILLINOIS
LOCATION

TOURNAMENTS/SPECIAL EVENTS

JACKPOTS/PROMOTIONS

HARRAH’S JOLIET
(815) 740-7480 • harrahsjoliet.com
HOLLYWOOD CASINO AURORA
(630) 801-7471 • hollywoodcasinoaurora.com
HOLLYWOOD CASINO JOLIET
(815) 927-2175 • hollywoodcasinojoliet.com
ROCKFORD CHARITABLE GAMES
(800) 965-7852 • rcgpoker.com

Thurs. ($125, 7p, 4K chips, 20-minute levels); Sun. ($125, 4p, 4K chips, 20-minute
levels); Sat. KO or deepstack every other week (call for details).
Wednesday ($160, 1p).

Mega bad-beat jackpot (quad eights); mini bad-beat jackpot (aces full of kings); get
paid for straight and royal flushes.
Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is quad fives.

No tournaments.

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

SNGs: $25, $50 and $115. MTTs: ($60, $120). See ad below.

Call about monthly freerolls.

Tue. ($20 w/rebuys, 6p); Wed. ($60, 6p); Sat. ($80, noon); Sun. ($80, noon).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; high hand of the hour (Mon.-Thurs, 10a-2p) pays $50
per hour; Real Deal Lucky Wheel pays up to $200 (Fri.-Sat., 4p-midnight).
Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; WPT satellite freeroll for top tournament point-earners
(call for details).
Bad-beat jackpot in select games.

INDIANA

BLUE CHIP
(219) 861-4820 • bluechipcasino.com
HOLLYWOOD CASINO LAWRENCEBURG
(812) 539-8000 • www.hollywoodindiana.com
HORSESHOE HAMMOND
(219) 473-6065 • horseshoehammond.com
HORSESHOE SOUTHERN INDIANA
(812) 969-6000 • horseshoe-indiana.com
MAJESTIC STAR II
(219) 977-7444 • majesticstarcasino.com

IOWA

DIAMOND JO CASINO NORTHWOOD
(641) 323-7777 • diamondjo.com
GRAND FALLS CASINO
(712) 777-7777 • grandfallscasinoresort.com
HORSESHOE COUNCIL BLUFFS
(877) 771-7463 • horseshoecouncilbluffs.com
MESKWAKI CASINO
(641) 484-2108 • meskwaki.com
MYSTIQUE GREYHOUND PARK
(563) 585-2964 • mystiquedbq.com
PRAIRIE MEADOWS CASINO
(515) 967-8543 • prairiemeadows.com
RIVERSIDE CASINO
(319) 648-1234 • riversidecasinoandresort.com

Daily ($80-$150) at 11:15a & 7:15p.
Mon. & Thurs. ($200, 7p); Tue. & Thurs. ($100, noon); Fri. & Sun. ($200, noon);
$100K guar., Aug. 25 ($1K, noon).
Daily ($50-$81); Mon. (noon); Tue. (noon, 7p); Wed. (7p); Thurs. (noon); Fri.
(midnight); Sat. (noon); Sun. (3p).
Wed. ($55, 7p); Thurs. ($60, 7p); Fri. ($130, 7p); Sat. ($60, 1p & $105, 7p); Sun.
($55, 11a & $60, 7p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.
Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is aces full of kings; tournament bad-beat jackpot; high
hand of the day pays $200 (call for details).

Tue. & Thurs. ($50, 7:30p); Sat. ($100, 2p); Sun. ($60, 2p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Mon. Omaha/8 ($40, 1p); Tue. ($40, 1p); Thurs. ($40, 6p); Sat. ($60, noon); Sun.
($100, 1p); MSPT, Aug. 11-19 w/$100K guar. main event (call for details).
Mon., Wed., Sat. ($65, 10a); Tue. ($65 w/re-entry, 7p); Thurs. KO ($75, 7p); Fri. &
Sat. satellite ($110, 7p); Sun. ($45, 10a & $60 satellite, 2p).
Tue. ($20 w/rebuys, 7p); Wed. KO ($45, 7p); Thurs. ($30, 7p); Sat. & Sun. ($30, 1p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is quads; get paid for straight flush ($50) and royals
($200).
High-hand; progressive straight and royal flushes; Aces Cracked (6a-6p); Horseshoe
Poker Classic, Aug. 21-27 (see ad on Page 43 for schedule and details).
Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; royal-flush jackpot.

Thursday ($40, 6p); Friday ($60, 1p); Sunday ($50, 1p).

Straight flush progressive jackpot in hold’em, Omaha and stud pays 10 jackpots
(call for details).
Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is aces full of jacks losing to quads; straight flush pays
$200.
Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em (aces full of kings) and Omaha (quad 10s); player
comps (call for details).

Tue. ($30, noon); Wed. ($30, 7p); Sun. ($60, noon).
Mon. limit Omaha ($30, 11a); Wed. KO ($50, 7p); Thurs. ($30, 6p); Sat. ($30, 1p);
Sun. qualifier ($30, 2p); all events have bigger starting stacks and more action.
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LOCATION

HOLLYWOOD CASINO
(913) 288-9300 • hollywoodcasinokansas.com
KANSAS STAR CASINO
(316) 719-5000 • kansasstarcasino.com

LOUISIANA

BOOMTOWN NEW ORLEANS
(800) 366-7711 • boomtownneworleans.com
COUSHATTA CASINO
(800) 584-7263 • coushattacasinoresort.com
ELDORADO CASINO SHREVEPORT
(318) 220-5274 • eldoradoshreveport.com
HARRAH’S NEW ORLEANS
(504) 533-6000 • harrahsneworleans.com
HORSESHOE CASINO BOSSIER CITY
(800) 895-0711 • horseshoebossiercity.com
ISLE OF CAPRI LAKE CHARLES
(337) 430-2407 • lake-charles.isleofcapricasinos.com
L’AUBERGE DU LAC CASINO
(337) 395-7777 • ldlcasino.com

MICHIGAN

FIREKEEPERS CASINO
(269) 962-0000 • firekeeperscasino.com
SOARING EAGLE CASINO
(989) 775-7777 • soaringeaglecasino.com

MINNESOTA
CANTERBURY PARK
(952) 445-7223 • canterburypark.com
RUNNING ACES HARNESS PARK
(651) 925-4600 • runningacesharness.com
TREASURE ISLAND RESORT & CASINO
(651) 388-6300 • treasureislandcasino.com

TOURNAMENTS/SPECIAL EVENTS

JACKPOTS/PROMOTIONS

Call for tournaments.

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Call for tournaments.

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Tuesday Freeroll (11a) for 4 or 5 Star Players; Wed. ($35 w/$10 add-on, 7p); Thurs.
$1K guarantee.
Daily, including Tue. ($20 w/rebuys, 6:30p); Thurs. ($75, 7p); Fri. ($130, 7:30p); Sat.
($220, 2p). See ad below.
Tue. ($65 w/$25 or $50 rebuy and add-on, 6:30p); Wed. ($100, 6:30p); Thurs. ($200,
6:30p); Sat. ($115 w/add-on, 11a); Sun. ($190, 11a).
Call for schedule.

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em (quad sixes) and Omaha; Aces Cracked (Tue. & Thurs.);
mini bad-beat jackpot is aces full of jacks beaten by quads; Splash the Pot (daily).
Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Mon., Wed., Sat., Sun. ($100-$200 w/rebuys & add-ons) including Thurs. ($200, 6p).
No tournaments.

High hands (Sun. & Wed.); Aces Cracked (Mon., Tue., Fri.); Splash Cash (Thurs.). Call
for details and times.
Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; minor jackpots daily; cash giveaways Mon.-Thurs.

No tournaments.

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; player comps earned on a tier basis (call for details).

Wed. ($70, noon); Sun. ($70, noon); Winter Freezout (call for details).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is aces full of jacks beaten by quads.

Mon. ($60, 6:30p); Tue. ($13 w/rebuys, 6:30p); Wed. KO ($45, 6:30p); Sun. ($60,
12:30p); monthly event, Aug. 24 ($175, 1p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em, Omaha and stud; Soaring Hand jackpots increase daily
(call for details).

Mon., Wed., Fri., Sun. ($45, 10:30a); Mon. & Sun. ($100, 6:30p); Tue. ($45, 6:30p);
Wed. ($235, 6:30p); Sat. ($180, 10:30a); Twin Cities Open, Aug. 26 ($1,100).
Mon. freeroll (7p); Tue. ($45, 2p & $125, 6p); Wed. ($45, 10:30a & $65, 6p); Thurs. &
Sun. ($45, 2p & $125, 6p); Fri. ($65, 10:30a); Sat. ($65, 9:30a & $235, 2p).
Wed. ($60, 6p); Thurs. ($50, 7p); Island Cup deepstack events on Mondays ($70, 6p);
tournament bad-beat jackpot starts at $100.

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em, Omaha and stud; high hand/hr (Mon., 9a-mid.); Quads
Board (Thurs., 10a until all quads have been hit); Aces Cracked (Tue., 10a-6p).
Aces Cracked (Tue.); Aces Cracked Double the Pot (Thurs.); Aces Cracked progressive
(Fri.-Sat.); $75K guar. Tournament of Champions event, Aug. 11 ($2,500).
Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; Aces Cracked (Thurs., 10a-6p); get paid for quads
($44), straight flush ($75); royals are progressive and starts at $100.

Mon.-Thurs. (6p); Tue. & Thurs.-Sat. (noon); Sun. (1p); Gulf Coast Poker Classic, Aug.
24-Sept. 2 (see ad Page 11).
No tournaments scheduled unless there is enough interest.

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; Aces Cracked.

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is quads; Aces Cracked wins $100 (Mon.-Fri.); Splash
the Pot pays $100 (Mon.); high hand (Thurs.).
Call for promotions.

MISSISSIPPI
BEAU RIVAGE RESORT AND CASINO
(228) 386-7092 • beaurivage.com
BOOMTOWN CASINO BILOXI
(228) 436-8999 • boomtownbiloxi.com

Bad-beat jackpot (aces full of kings); mini pays 10% (aces full of jacks); Aces Cracked
pays $100 (24/7) and $100/$200 (Mon.-Thurs., 4p-7p).

WHERE TO PLAY

KANSAS
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LOCATION

TOURNAMENTS/SPECIAL EVENTS

JACKPOTS/PROMOTIONS

GOLD STRIKE CASINO AND RESORT
(662) 357-1136 • goldstrikemississippi.com
HARD ROCK BILOXI
(228) 374-7625 • hardrockbiloxi.com
HARRAH’S TUNICA
(800) 946-4946 x33760 • harrahstunica.com
HOLLYWOOD CASINO TUNICA
(800) 871-0711 x5005 • hollywoodtunica.com
HORSESHOE CASINO TUNICA
(662) 357-5608 • horseshoetunica.com
IP CASINO RESORT & SPA
(888) 946-2847 x8554 • ipbiloxi.com
ISLE CASINO HOTEL BILOXI
(228) 436-7967 • biloxi.isleofcapricasinos.com
SAM’S TOWN CASINO TUNICA
(800) 456-0711 • samstowntunica.com

Daily ($35-$340); World Poker Open runs through Aug. 6 ($120-$3,150) w/main
event, Aug. 3 ($3,150, noon).
Mon. ($35, 3p); Thurs. ($25, 3p); Fri. ($45, 3p); Sat. ($50 w/add-on, 3p);
Sun. ($55, 3p).
Daily at 1p ($50-$70); Wed. & Thurs. $1.1K guar. ($55, 1p).

Bad-beat jackpots (call for details); win $100 every other hour (Mon.-Fri., 3a-10a);
get paid to play (25 hours minimum).
Bad-beat jackpot (aces full of queens beaten by quads); Hard Rock Jackpot Hands;
Four of a Kind Blows My Mind.
Bad-beat jackpots in hold’em, Omaha, and stud; Hot Seat for limit players.

Daily ($10-$40). Mon., Wed., Thurs. (6p); Fri. & Sat. (7p); Sat. & Sun. (2p); Sunday
$1K guarantee ($10 w/rebuys & $20 add-on, 2p).
Mon.-Wed. ($50, 7p); Thurs. KO ($50, 7p); Fri. ($90, 6p); Sat. $15K guar. ($150, 3p);
Sun. ($90, 2p).
Daily ($60, noon). WSOPC is Aug. 9-20, see ad on back inside cover for full schedule.

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em (quads, must be in $3-$6 or higher) and Omaha.

MISSOURI

AMERISTAR ST. CHARLES
(636) 949-7777 • ameristar.com
AMERISTAR KANSAS CITY
(816) 414-7000 • ameristar.com
HARRAH'S NORTH KANSAS CITY
(816) 472-7777 • harrahsnkc.com
HARRAH'S ST. LOUIS
(314) 770-8100 • harrahsstlouis.com
LUMIERE PLACE
(314) 881-7777 • lumiereplace.com
RIVER CITY CASINO
(888) 578-7289 • rivercity.com

NEVADA

ALIANTE STATION
(702) 692-7484 • aliantecasinohotel.com
ARIA
(866) 359-7111 • arialasvegas.com
ATLANTIS CASINO RESORT SPA RENO
(800) 723-6500 • atlantiscasino.com
BALLY’S LAS VEGAS
(702) 967-4111 • ballyslasvegas.com

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em, Omaha and stud; call for more daily promotions.
Poker Squares pay up to $1K (Sun. & Mon.).

Mon. & Wed. KO ($40 w/rebuy, 2p); Tue., Thurs. & Fri. ($30 w/optional add-on, 2p);
Sat. KO ($40 w/rebuy, 2p); Sun. ($20 w/rebuy, 7p).
Daily ($20-$60) including a $3K guar. on Sat. ($20, 7p); $25K guar., Aug. 4; $15K
guar., Aug. 25.

Progressive straight and royal flush (daily); Omaha’s Wheel Them Out (Sun.-Thurs.,
10a-10p); high hand (Sun.-Thurs.).
Mini bad-beat jackpot; ticket drawings.

Mon. & Tue. ($45 w/rebuys & add-on, 7p); Wed. & Thurs. ($55, 7p); Fri. ($75, 7p);
Sat. ($75, 2p); Sun. ($55, noon).
Mon. Ladies Only ($50, 7p) 1st & 3rd Mondays of month; Tue.-Thurs. ($85, 7p); Wed.
KO ($75, 7p); Fri.-Sat. ($65, 11a); Sun. Summer League through Sept. ($80, noon).
Sun.-Thurs. ($50, 1p & 7p); Fri. ($50, 10a); Sat. ($120, 9a); Sat. pineapple ($50, 7p).

Progressive high-hand jackpot pays quads, straight flushes and royals.

Mon.-Wed. ($60, 1p & 7p); Thurs. ($60, 1p & $160, 7p); Fri. ($60, 1p & $125, 7p);
every other Sun. ($60, noon & 5p).
Daily ($60, noon). See ad on facing page.

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em and Omaha.

Daily ($35, 3p). See ad on facing page.

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; Aces Cracked (daily).

Daily ($30, noon); Mon., Tue., Sun. ($50, 7p); Wed.-Sat. KO ($65, 7p).

Multiroom Jumbo progressive bad-beat jackpot in hold’em starts at quad sixes and
pays $100K guaranteed.
No jackpots.

Twice daily at 1p & 7p ($125, 10K chips, 30-minute levels).
Mon.-Fri. ($40, 11a & 7p); Sat.-Sun. KO ($75, 11a). See ads on Pages 49-53 for WPT
Western Poker Challenge event in September.
Daily $2.5K guar. ($100, 11a); daily ($65, 4p & 8p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.
26 progressive high hands (call for details).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; high hands (twice daily).

Rakeback for weekly hours; daily bonus hands for Aces Cracked; quads or better;
poker-room comp points (call for details).
High hand $100-$500 to table when a progressive royal hits; quads pay $100;
straight flush pays $200.

WHERE TO PLAY
CARDROOMS
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NEVADA (Continued)
LOCATION
BELLAGIO
(702) 693-7111 • bellagio.com
BINION’S GAMBLING HALL
(702) 382-1600 • binions.com
BOOMTOWN RENO
(775) 345-6000 • boomtownreno.com
BOULDER STATION HOTEL & CASINO
(702) 432-7777 • boulderstation.com
CAESARS PALACE
(702) 731-7110 • caesarspalace.com
CIRCUS CIRCUS LAS VEGAS
(702) 734-0410 • circuscircus.com
ELDORADO HOTEL CASINO
(775) 786-5700 • eldoradoreno.com
EXCALIBUR HOTEL AND CASINO
(702) 597-7777 • excalibur.com
FLAMINGO LAS VEGAS
(702) 733-3111 • flamingolasvegas.com
GOLDEN NUGGET LAS VEGAS
(702) 385-7111 • goldennugget.com
GRAND SIERRA RESORT
(775) 789-2000 • grandsierraresort.com
GREEN VALLEY RANCH
(702) 617-7777 • greenvalleyranchresort.com
HARRAH’S LAS VEGAS
(702) 369-5000 • harrahslasvegas.com
HARVEYS LAKE TAHOE
(775) 588-6611 • harveystahoe.com
IMPERIAL PALACE
(800) 634-6441 • imperialpalace.com
LUXOR HOTEL & CASINO
(702) 262-4000 • luxor.com
M RESORT
(702) 797-1000 • themresort.com
MANDALAY BAY
702-632-7777 • mandalaybay.com
MGM GRAND LAS VEGAS
(702) 891-1111 • mgmgrand.com
MIRAGE
(702) 791-7111 • mirage.com
MONTE CARLO RESORT & CASINO
(702) 730-7777 • montecarlo.com
THE ORLEANS
(702) 365-7111 • orleanscasino.com
PALACE STATION
(702) 367-2453 • palacestation.com
PALMS CASINO
(702) 942-7777 • palms.com
PEPPERMILL RESORT CASINO
(775) 826-2121 • peppermillreno.com
PLANET HOLLYWOOD
(702) 785-5555 • planethollywoodresort.com
RED ROCK CASINO
(702) 797-7777 • redrocklasvegas.com
RIO CASINO
(702) 777-7777 • riolasvegas.com
RIVIERA HOTEL AND CASINO
(800) 634-3420 • rivierahotel.com
SAM’S TOWN LAS VEGAS
(702) 456-7777 • samstownlv.com
SANTA FE STATION CASINO
(702) 658-4900 • santafestationlasvegas.com
SOUTH POINT HOTEL CASINO
(702) 796-7111 • southpointcasino.com
STRATOSPHERE
(702) 944-4915 • stratospherehotel.com
SUNCOAST HOTEL & CASINO
(702) 636-7111 • suncoastcasino.com
SUNSET STATION
(702) 547-7982 • sunsetstation.com
TEXAS STATION
(702) 631-1000 • texasstation.com
TREASURE ISLAND
(702) 894-7111 • treasureisland.com
TROPICANA
(702) 739.2222 • troplv.com
VENETIAN RESORT
(702) 414-1000 • venetian.com
WYNN LAS VEGAS
(702) 770-7000 • wynnlasvegas.com

TOURNAMENTS/SPECIAL EVENTS

JACKPOTS/PROMOTIONS

Daily ($60-$100) at 10a, 2p, 7p and 10p.

High hands; quads pays ($50); straight flush pays ($100); royals pay ($250); Monday
Night Football promotion (call for details).
Cash drawings; get paid for quads ($25), straight flush ($50), and royals ($100).

Mon.-Thurs. ($125, 2p); Fri. & Sat. ($545, 2p); Sun. ($335, 2p).

Call for schedule.
No tournaments.
($70, 9a); Mega Stack events (noon); ($110, 7p); ($85, 10p).
Mon.-Sat. ($45 w/$20 add-on, 2p); Sunday freeroll, 2p (play 15 hours to qualify).

No jackpots.

Multiroom progressive bad-beat jackpot in hold’em starts at quad sixes and pays
$100K guaranteed; high hand (Wed.); Aces Cracked (Thurs.); $500 high hand (Sun.).
Progressive bad-beat jackpot in hold’em pays $10K (24/7); high hands (24/7);
payouts for quads ($100), straight flushes ($200) and royals ($500).
High hands; Aces Cracked pays $50; get paid for quads ($50), straight flush ($100)
and royals ($200); football parlay card with quads or better (call for details).
Progressive bad-beat jackpots in hold’em and stud; quads or better is paid daily.

Tue.-Thurs. ($60, 6p, 6K chips, 20-minute levels); play in any live hold’em game after
tournament and get a $20 bonus.
Daily ($35, 9a; $50, 1p & 5p; $50, 8p) w/one rebuy; $500 first prize guaranteed on
Sat. ($50, 9p).
Daily ($70, 10a, 6p and 9p); daily ($60, 12:30a); daily KO ($80, 2p); Mon. & Fri.
freeroll $2K guar. (9a); monthly KO freeroll $10K guar. (call for details).
Daily ($65) at 1a, 4a, 11a, 3p, 7p, 10p; Sun. $5K guar. ($100, 9a).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em (aces full beaten by quads); spin the wheel pays $20$300 for quads or Aces Cracked.
High hand pays quads ($50), straight flush ($100) and royal ($500); bad-beat bonus
pays $10K for quads beaten; high hand of hour pays $100 (9a-noon & 7p-10p).
High hand between 2a-2p wins twice the jackpot.

Daily ($45, 10a); Sun.-Thurs. ($60, 6:30p); Fri.-Sat. ($80 w/$20 bounties, 6:30p).

Aces Cracked pays $50 (Sun.-Thurs.).

Daily ($40, 10a); Mon. Omaha/8 ($40, 7p); Tue. & Thurs.-Sun. ($40 w/rebuys, 6p);
Wed. H.O.R.S.E. ($40, 7p).
Five tournaments daily: ($25, 8a); ($60, 10a & 3p); ($25, 1a); ($80 w/$20 bounties,
8p); monthly $10K guar. freeroll (30 hours min. to qualify; call for details).
Daily ($40, 10a); Mon. & Wed. ($50, 6p); Tue. & Thurs. ($75, 6p); Fri. ($95, 6p); Sun.
($60, 2p).
Mon.-Fri. at noon, 3p and 8p ($40); Sat. & Sun. ($25 w/rebuys, 9a).

Multiroom progressive bad beat in hold’em starts at quad sixes and pays $100K
guar.; progressive high hands (daily); royals are worth $5K-$10K (all suits).
Mini bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is aces full and pays ($500/$200/$50); high hands;
Aces Cracked pays $100 (9a-2p).
Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is quads; progressive rewards jackpot is paid on quad
nines or better and straight and royal flushes.
Aces Cracked; get paid for quads ($50), straight flushes ($100) and royals ($250).

Daily ($35, 10:30a); ($60, 12:30p); ($60, 8:30p); ($40, 11:30p); $55 single-table
tournaments (daily).
Mon., Thurs., & Sun. ($55, 10a & 6p); Wed. ($55, 10a & $100, 6p); Fri.-Sat. ($75,
10a & 6p).
Mon.-Sun. ($50, 10a), ($50, 3p), ($80, 8p).

High Hand Hysteria pays a tiered amount daily (call for details); weekly $5K freeroll
(call for details).
Progressive high hand; bad-beat jackpot in Omaha.

Daily ($80, 11a); Sun.-Thurs. ($80, 7p); Tue. H.O.R.S.E. ($120, 7:15p); Fri. & Sat.
($125, 7p).
Daily ($60, 11a & 7p) & ($50, 2p & 10p); Sat. ($110, 11a).
Daily ($50, 9a), ($40, 2p) & ($60, 6p & 11p); monthly $16K freeroll (call for details).
Daily ($75, noon & 7p) except Fri. ($125, 7p), Sat. ($100, 7p) & Sun. ($100, 7p).
No tournaments.
Sun.-Fri. ($65, 10a); Wed. KO ($75, 7p).
Mon.-Fri. ($35-$115) at 2p & 6:30p; Sat. ($115, 1p); Sun. ($35 w/rebuys, 1p &
6:30p).
Daily ($70) at 10a, 2p and 7p.
Daily ($100, 10a); Mon.-Wed. ($60, 6:30p); Thurs. & Sun. KO ($70, 6:30p); Fri.
Omaha/8 ($60, 5:30p).
Daily ($55, noon); ($55, 3p); ($65, 6p); ($75, 9p); ($55, midnight).
Daily ($60) at 7a, 11a, 7p and 11p; monthly freerolls.
Daily ($23, 10a) & daily ($30 w/rebuy, 1:30p); Fri.-Sat. deepstack ($45 w/rebuy, 7p
& 11p); deepstack events on 2nd and 4th Sat. of the month ($100).
Sun.-Thurs. ($45, 7p); Mon.-Sat. ($45, noon); Fri.-Sat. ($45, 6p).
Daily KO ($60) at 10a, 2p and 7p (unlimited re-entries during first hour). See ad
on Page 33.
Daily at 11a, 7p and 11p ($45 w/$20 add-on).
Daily at 10a & 7p; Mon. & Tue. ($45 w/$20 add-on, 7p); Wed. & Sun. KO ($65 w/$20
bounties, 7p); all 10a tournaments are $45 w/$20 add-on.
No tournaments.
Thurs. & Sun. ($25 w/$20 rebuy, 10a).
Daily ($50) at 11a, 2p, 7p and 10p.
Daily at 10a, 2p, 8p and midnight (call for schedule).
Mon.-Thurs. ($150, noon); nightly ($120, 7p); Tue. KO ($150, 7p); Fri. ($200, noon) &
($150, 7p); Sat. ($300, noon); Sun. ($200, noon).
Daily ($125, noon & 7p).

Progressive high hands (daily); tiered high-hand bonus (Mon., Thurs. & Sat.) pays to
flop it ($300), turn it ($150) and river it ($75); Splash Pot Fun (Tue., Wed., Fri. & Sun.).
Nightly mixed games and H.O.R.S.E. (call for details).
Bad-beat jackpot; high hands; Aces Cracked; high hand of the hour; Déjà Vu
Progressive Jackpot (call for details).
Uncapped progressive high-hand jackpot is quads or better with a new progressive
table share (call for details).
$50K progressive bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; tournament player of the month
includes top point earners who will receive their share of a progressive prize pool.
Multiroom progressive bad-beat jackpot in hold’em starts at quad sixes and pays
$100K guar.; multiroom jumbo royals start at $5K; progressive Omaha high hands.
Early bird promo pays $25 every hour between 8a-1p; earn up to $200 per day by
playing live cash games.
High hands; get paid for straight flushes and royals.
High-hand jackpots; quads pay $100; straight and royals are progressive starting
at $250.
Multiroom Jumbo progressive bad-beat jackpot in hold’em starts at quad sixes and
pays $100K guaranteed.
Progressive royals start at $1K; cash drawings pay $100 (5a, 7a, 9a and 11a); Graveyard Trip Comps (daily, 3a-noon) pays $3 per hour instead of $1 per hour.
High hands (call for details).
Uncapped progressive high hands; Aces Cracked pays $50 (midnight-noon & 4p-9p).
Multiroom Jumbo progressive bad-beat jackpot in hold’em starts at quad sixes and
pays $100K guaranteed.
Progressive bad-beat jackpot pays $25K minimum; players earn comps while
playing (call for details).
Royal and straight flush jackpots; high-hand jackpot; get paid for quads, straight
flushes and royals.
High-hand bonus for quads or better; earn comp dollars for playing live games.
Multiroom progressive bad-beat jackpot; Splash the Pot (Tue.); Make 4 Flushes pays
$400 (Mon. & Thurs.); Aces Cracked double the pot (Wed., Sat. & Sun.).
Jumbo Jackpot is quad fours beaten.
High hands pay up to $500; quads spins wheel; straight flush spins w/2X multiplier;
royal spins w/5X multiplier; cash back promotion pays up to $599 (call for details).
Player comps; cash giveaways (call for more promos).
No promotions at this time.
No jackpots.

* SNG = single-table tournaments; all tournaments are no-limit hold’em unless noted. Poker room managers email roth@anteupmagazine.com

LOCATION

BALLY’S ATLANTIC CITY
(609) 340-2000 • ballysac.com
BORGATA HOTEL CASINO
(609) 317-1000 • theborgata.com
CAESARS ATLANTIC CITY
(609) 348-4411 • caesarsac.com
GOLDEN NUGGET ATLANTIC CITY
(800) 777-8477 • goldennugget.com/atlanticcity
HARRAH’S ATLANTIC CITY
(609) 441-5000 • harrahsresort.com
REVEL
(609) 572-6040 • revelresorts.com
SHOWBOAT ATLANTIC CITY
(609) 343-4000 • showboatcasino.com
TROPICANA ATLANTIC CITY
(609) 340-4000 • tropicana.net
TRUMP TAJ MAHAL CASINO RESORT
(609) 449-1000 • playtajpoker.com

NEW MEXICO
BUFFALO THUNDER CASINO
(505) 455-5555 • buffalothunderresort.com
HARD ROCK ALBUQUERQUE
(505) 724-3800 • hardrockcasinoabq.com
INN OF THE MOUNTAIN GODS
(575) 464-7777 • innofthemountaingods.com
ROUTE 66 CASINO
(505) 352-7866 • rt66casino.com
SANDIA RESORT
(505) 796-7500 • sandiacasino.com
SANTA ANA STAR CASINO
505-867-0000 • santaanastar.com

NEW YORK

Daily ($55); Mon.-Thurs. & Sat. (1p & 7p); Fri. (1p & 9p); Sun. (1p & 7p); winners of
tournaments will be invited to the $10K TOC Freeroll.
Daily ($40-$340); Mon. $10K guar. ($140, 11a), Wed. $15K guar. ($120, 11a & 7p),
Fri. $30K guar. ($300, noon).
Daily ($100, 1:15p & 6:15p).

Daily ($80, 4a, 10a, 4p & 10p); Sat. $10K guar. ($120, noon); Sun. $2,012 guar.
($50, noon).
Daily at 10:15a, 1:15p, 8:15p and midnight ($70-$125).
Daily (12:15p & 7:15p); Sat. ($220, 7p); Sun., Tue. & Thurs. tournaments are KO
events.
Daily $65 (11a, 2a & 7p); nightly $60 (11p); winners of each tournament will be
invited to the $10K TOC freeroll.
Daily ($62, 11:15a & 7:15p), including a Fri. ($122, 7:15p) and Sat. ($122, 11:15a &
7:15p); midnight tournaments run Sun.-Thurs. ($42) & Fri.-Sat. ($62).
Daily ($50-$230) at 12:15p, 4:15p, 7:15p, & midnight, including two deepstacks on
Saturdays ($230, 7:15p) & ($120, 4:15p & midnight).

Tue. ($40, 6:30p); Fri. & Sat. ($60, 6:30p).
Daily ($20-$50) at 2p & 7p, including Fri. & Sat. ($50, 7p); many tournaments have
rebuys and add-ons.
Mon.-Fri. ($20, noon); Mon. ($35, 7p); Tue. ($35, 6p); Wed. KO ($55, 6p); Thurs. ($25
w/rebuys, 6p); Sun. ($55, 2p).
Daily ($25-$55); Mon.-Fri. (10a); Tue. & Thurs. (7p); Sat. (1p); Sun. (7p).
Tue. ($40, 7p); Thurs. ($50, 7p); Sun. ($40, noon); monthly Omaha event, Aug. 8
(call for details).
Mon.-Fri. ($30, 11a); Tue. ($30, 7p); Wed. PLO & Thurs. KO ($40, 7p); Fri. ($100, 7p);
Sat. ($40, 11a) & H.O.R.S.E. ($40, 7p); Sun. Omaha/8 ($40, 11a) & ($40, 7p).

Daily ($35-$190); Mon.-Thurs. (10a & 7p); Fri. (10a); Sat. (11a); Sun. (10a, 7p).
Mon.-Wed. ($60, 11a & 7p); Thurs. ($90, 6p); Sat. & Sun. ($60, noon)
.
Mon.-Thurs. ($60-$100) at noon & 7p; Fri. ($70, 2p & $90, 7p); Sat. ($100, 11a &
$125, 7p); Sun. ($125, 11a & $70, 7p); Heartland Poker Tour, Aug. 3 (call for details).

NORTH AND SOUTH CAROLINA
HARRAH’S CHEROKEE (N.C.)
(828) 497-7777 • harrahscherokee.com
SUNCRUZ (S.C.)
(843) 280-2933 • suncruzaquasino.com

OHIO

HOLLYWOOD TOLEDO
(419) 661-5200 • hollywoodcasinotoledo.com
HORSESHOE CLEVELAND
(216) 297-4777 • caesars.com/horseshoecleveland

OKLAHOMA

Harrah’s AC multiroom bad-beat jackpot starts at quad queens and decreases Wed.
if not hit; high hand (Mon. & Tue.); bonus comps (Wed. & Thurs.); Aces Cracked (Fri.).
Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is quad 10s; mini bad beat in hold’em is quad deucesnines; see website for more promotions.
Harrah’s AC multiroom bad-beat jackpot starts at quad queens and decreases every
Wednesday if it doesn’t get hit; double comp dollars (call for details).
Progressive high-hand jackpot.
Harrah’s AC multiroom bad beat starts at quad queens and decreases every Wed. if
it doesn’t get hit.
Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; high hand; get paid for royals.
Harrah’s AC multiroom bad-beat jackpot starts at quad Queens and decreases every
Wednesday if it doesn’t get hit; Sun. & Mon. night football promos (call for details).
Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is quads; “3-8” special promotion jackpot (call for
details); tournament bad-beat jackpot is quads over aces full of kings.
Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em (quads); high hands are entered into drawings to win
$1K; 50-50 club (call for details).

Easy Aces pays $599/$300/$75; Flop Four pays $300; House Full of Money
progressive starts at $50 and increases $50 when not hit.
Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; tournament bad-beat jackpot; Deuces Never Loses
(call for details).
Aces Kicked & Kings Kracked wins a T-shirt (daily); bonus chips (call for details).
Action Aces (Mon.-Thurs.); Splash the Pot.
Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em and Omaha.
Splash the Pot (Mon. & Tue., 8p-midnight); get paid for quads ($50), straight flush
($100) and royal flush ($250).

Progressive bad beat jackpot in hold’em (quad deuces), Omaha (quad nines) and
stud (quad sevens); Preferred Player Rewards (call for details).
Progressive bad beat jackpot in hold’em (quad deuces), Omaha (quad nines) and
stud (quad sevens); Preferred Player Rewards (call for details).
Bad-beat jackpot is in hold’em (quad deuces); royals pay $100.

Monday ($120, 7p); Tuesday ($60, 7p); Wednesday ($30, 2a) & PLO ($60, 7p);
Thursday ($60, 7p); Saturday ($120, 10a).
Tuesday ($220, 7p); daily freerolls (call for schedule).

Call for information.

Call for details.

Call for promotions.

Call for details.

Call for promotions.

Mon.-Fri. ($60- $115) at 2p & 7p; Sat. ($225, noon); $500K guarantee, Aug. 3
($1,080, 2p).
Mon.-Thurs. ($30, noon); Mon. ($40, 7p); Tue. PLO ($60, 7p); Wed. KO ($60, 7p);
Thurs. ($40, 7p); Fri. ($100, 2p); Sat. ($150, 2p); Sun. PLO ($60, 2p).
Mon. ($30, 11a & $30 w/rebuys, 7p); Tue.-Wed. ($15, 11a & $50, 7p); Thurs. ($50,
7p); Fri. ($30, 11a & $70, 6p); Sat. ($120, 2p).
Daily; ask about future satellites to major events.

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is quads.

Mon.-Fri. ($40, noon); including Mon. PLO (7:30p); Sat. KO ($60, noon).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Sun.-Fri. ($50, 9:30a); Mon. ($40 w/rebuys and add-on, 7p); Tue. ($50, 6p); Wed.
($60, 7p); Thurs. & Sun. KO ($70, 7p); Sat. KO ($70, 9:30a).
Daily ($40-$100) at 11a; Sun.-Thurs. (7p).

Progressive bad-beat jackpot in hold’em (quads); progressive tournament bad-beat
jackpot and royal flush; high hands.
Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Mon. ($60, 1p & $115, 7p); Tue. ($100, 7p); Wed. ($60, 1p & $60 w/re-entries, 7p);
Thurs. KO ($115, 1p); Fri. ($220, 11a). See ad Page 25.

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is quads or better and pays $20K minimum.

Bad-beat (aces full of jacks beaten by quads); get paid for quads ($50), straight
flush ($100) royals ($200).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; tournament bad-beat jackpot.
Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.
Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em pays $10K.

OREGON
CHINOOK WINDS CASINO
(541) 996-5825 • chinookwindscasino.com
ENCORE CLUB
(503) 206-8856 • encoreclub.com
SEVEN FEATHERS CASINO
(541) 839-1111 • sevenfeathers.com

Mon. ($45, 12:30p); Mon. ($55, 6p); Tue. ($45, 12:30p); Wed. ($45, 12:30p); Thurs.
KO ($55, 12:30p); Fri. ($45, 12:30p); Sat. $500 added ($95, 2p); Sun. ($60, 6p).
Mon.-Fri ($25 w/rebuy, noon, 2p & 4p, 10p), ($30 w/rebuy, 6p), ($50-$100, 8p); Sat.
freeroll (noon); $10K guar. ($90 w/rebuy, 7p); Sun. freeroll (noon).
Monthly events on Aug. 4 & 18 (1:30p); freerolls are held Wed. & Fri. at 6p.

Tournament royal flush bonus pays $200; Boss Bounties pays up to $200; live game
bonus (call for details).
All weekday tournaments have guaranteed prize pools (see website for details).
Monte Carlo Board (aces full or better) paid out daily; $50 high hand every half-hour
(Thurs., noon-mid.; $100 hourly high hands (Sat., noon-mid.).
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CHOCTAW RESORT CASINO
(580) 920-0160 • choctawcasinos.com
DOWNSTREAM CASINO RESORT
(918) 919-6000 • downstreamcasino.com
FIRELAKE GRAND CASINO
(405) 964-7263 • firelakegrand.com
HARD ROCK TULSA
(918) 384-7800 • hardrockcasinotulsa.com
OSAGE MILLION DOLLAR TULSA
(877) 246-8777 • milliondollarelm.com
RIVER SPIRIT CASINO
(918) 299-8518 • creeknationcasino.com
RIVERWIND CASINO
(405) 322-6000 • riverwindcasino.com
WINSTAR WORLD CASINO
(580) 276-4229 • winstarcasinos.com

JACKPOTS/PROMOTIONS

CARDROOMS

SENECA NIAGARA
(877) 873-6322 • senecaniagaracasino.com
SENECA SALAMANCA
(877) 860-5130 • senecagames.com
TURNING STONE RESORT
(800) 386-5366 • turningstone.com

TOURNAMENTS/SPECIAL EVENTS

WHERE TO PLAY

NEW JERSEY
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WHERE TO PLAY
CARDROOMS

OREGON (Continued)
LOCATION

TOURNAMENTS/SPECIAL EVENTS

JACKPOTS/PROMOTIONS

SPIRIT MOUNTAIN CASINO
(503) 879-2350 • spiritmountain.com
WILDHORSE RESORT
(541) 278-2274 • wildhorseresort.com

Mon. ($30, noon); Tue. stud/8 ($30, noon); Wed. Omaha/8 ($30, noon) & ($25 w/
rebuys, 7p); Thurs. KO ($90, 7p); Fri. ($70, noon) & ($60, 7p); Sat. ($120, noon).
Tue. ($30 w/$25 rebuy & add-on, 6:30p); Thurs. & Sat. ($55, 6:30p); Sun. ($35, 1p).

Spin the Wheel (Fri. & Sat.); Sunday Super High Hands; Monte Carlo Payouts
(Mon.-Thurs.).
Call for promotions.

Daily ($50-$225); Sun.-Tue. & Thurs. (11:30a, 6:30p & 11:30p); Wed. (noon &
11:30p); Fri. (2p); Sat. (11:30a); deepstack series, Aug. 16-19 (call for schedule).
Mon.-Fri. ($60, 11:15a); Sat. & Sun. ($100, 11:15a); Mon. PLO ($60, 7:15p); Tue.Thurs. ($60, 7:15p); Sun. KO ($120, 7:15p); SNGs available on demand.
Daily & nightly ($45, 11a & 7:15p); Fri.-Sat. ($30, 3:15p) & ($45, 11:15p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; WSOP satellite seats awarded (call for details).

Call for tournament schedule.

High-hand promotion (call for details).

Fridays ($100, 10a).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is aces full of kings.

Tue. ($120, 7p); Wed. ($120, noon); Thurs. ($120, 7p); Sat. ($230, noon); WPT Parx
Open series, Aug. 1-15 w/main event, Aug.10-15 ($3,500). Ad on facing page.
Mon. ($75, 7:30p); Tue. ($50, 12:30p); Wed. KO ($75, 7:30p); Thurs. ($50, 12:30p.

Call for details.

Daily ($65-$555); Sun.-Fri. (noon & 7p); Sat. (noon).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em (aces full of jacks).

Mon. ($100, 11a); Tue. ($100, 11a); deepstack event, Aug. 31 ($500, 11a).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is quads.

Mon.-Fri. ($12 w/$5 rebuys, 1p); Mon.-Thurs. & Sun. ($22-$46, 7p); Sat. ($22 w/$10
rebuys, 11a).
Call for schedule.

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; full house or better earn stamps on Pink Card.

Mon.-Fri. ($33-$55, 6:30p); Sat. ($22 w/$10 rebuys, 2p) & ($55, 8p); Sun. ($11 w/$5
rebuys, 3p); last Sun. of month ($220 w/$100 add-on, 3p).
Thurs.-Sun. ($6 w/$10 rebuy & $3 add-on, 10:30a) & ($23 w/$2 add-on, 2p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; half rake on $2-$10 or lower games; High Society
Challenge (call for details).
Bad-beat jackpot; win $1K for quad 10s; win 25% of bad-beat jackpot for aces and
eights.
Call for promotions.

PENNSYLVANIA
HARRAH’S PHILADELPHIA
(800) 480-8020 • harrahschester.com
HOLLYWOOD PENN NATIONAL
(717) 469-2211 • hcpn.com
MEADOWS CASINO
(724) 503-1200 • meadowsgaming.com
MOHEGAN SUN/POCONO DOWNS
(570) 831-2100 • mohegansunpocono.com
MOUNT AIRY CASINO
(570) 243-5184 • mtairycasino.com
PARX CASINO
(215) 639-9000 • parxcasino.com
PRESQUE ISLE DOWNS & CASINO
(866) 374-3386 • eriecasino.com
RIVERS CASINO
(412) 231-7777 • theriverscasino.com
SANDS CASINO BETHLEHEM
(877) SANDS-77 • sandsbethworks.com

SOUTH DAKOTA
CADILLAC JACK’S
(605) 578-1500 • cadillacjacksresort.com
GOLD DUST
(605) 578-2100 • golddustgaming.com
LODGE AT DEADWOOD
(605) 578-4800 • deadwoodlodge.com
SALOON #10
(605) 578-3346 • saloon10.com
SILVERADO FRANKLIN
(605) 578-3670 • silveradocasino.com

WASHINGTON
7 CEDARS CASINO
(360) 683-7777 • 7cedarsresort.com
ANGEL OF THE WINDS CASINO
(360) 474-9740 • angelofthewinds.com
CLEARWATER CASINO
(360) 598-8700 • clearwatercasino.com
LITTLE CREEK CASINO
(360) 427-7711 • little-creek.com
MUCKLESHOOT CASINO
(253) 804-4444 • muckleshootcasino.com
NORTHERN QUEST CASINO
(509) 242-7000 • northernquest.com
SNOQUALMIE CASINO
(425) 888-1234 • snocasino.com
SWINOMISH NORTHERN LIGHTS
(360) 293-2691 • swinomishcasino.com
TULALIP RESORT CASINO
(360) 716-6000 • tulalipresort.com.com
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HOLLYWOOD AT CHARLES TOWN
(800) 795-7001 • ctowntables.com
MOUNTAINEER RIVER POKER ROOM
(304) 387-8458 • mountaineerpoker.com

WISCONSIN

HO-CHUNK GAMING AT NEKOOSA
ho-chunkgaming.com • (800) 782-4560
HO-CHUNK GAMING AT WISCONSIN DELLS
ho-chunkgaming.com • (608) 356-6210
MENOMINEE CASINO
menomineecasinoresort.com • (715) 799-3600
ONEIDA MASON STREET
oneidabingoandcasino.net • (920) 494-4500
POTAWATOMI BINGO CASINO
(414) 645-6888 • paysbig.com

Tue. & Thurs. ($88, 6:30p); Sat. ($22, 3p); Sun. ($44 w/$20 add-on, 3p).

Progressive bad-beat jackpot; progressive straight flush and royal flush jackpots
(call for details).
Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; earn $5/hour rake back (call for details).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Call for promotions.

Wed. ($75, 6p); Thurs. Omaha/8 ($65, 6p); Sat. ($80, 1p); Sun. ($65, 6p); $777
added monthly event, Aug. 24 ($77, 6p).
Daily ($40, 10a) including Fri. ($75, 6:30p); Sat. KO ($60, 6:30p); many tournaments
vary between hold’em, Omaha/8 and crazy pineapple (call for schedule).
Daily ($25 w/$5 rebuys, 11:30a); Tue. Beat the Boss KO ($50, 6p); Wed. ($50 w/$20
add-on, 6p).
Mon. ($25 w/$20 rebuy, 7p); Tue. KO ($35, 7p); Wed. ($45, 6p); Thurs. ($55, 7p); Fri.
KO ($35, 6p); Sat. KO ($35, 5p); Sun. Omaha/8 ($35, 5p).
Mon.-Fri. ($35, 10:30a); Mon. ($110, 7p); Tue. KO ($105, 7p); Wed. & Thurs. ($65,
7p); Sat. ($40 w/rebuys, noon); monthly event, Aug. 12 ($215, noon).
Mon.-Fri. KO ($40, 10:30a); Wed. ($20 w/$20 rebuy, 7p); Mon. & Thurs. ladies night
($20, 7p); Sat. KO ($75, 10:30a).
Mon.-Fri. ($30, 10:30a); Mon. ($20, 7p); Wed. KO ($58, 7p); Thurs. ($20, 7p); Sat.
($68, 11a); Sun. KO ($68, 11a) & ($30, 3p).
Daily at 12:15p & 7p; Mon.-Tue. & Sun. ($22); Wed. ($11 w/rebuys & $33); Thurs.
Omaha/8 ($22) & $33; Fri. ($22 & $55); Sat. ($27 & $33).
Mon.-Fri. ($20, 10:30a); Mon. ($40, 7p); Tue. ($75, 7p); Wed. ($50, 7p); Thurs. ($130,
7p); Sat. ($100, 11a); Sun. ($65, noon) & PLO ($75, 4p).

Double Hours (Thurs. & Sun.); call for details.

Tue. ($150, noon); Wed. ($250, 7p); Thurs. ($150, noon & $150 PLO, 7p); Fri. ($150,
noon & $250, 7p); Sat. ($150, 11a & $400, 1p).
Daily ($25-$100); Mon., Fri. & Sat. (12:15p); Wed. (10:30a); Sun. (2p); monthly
event, Aug. 25 (7:30p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; royal flush pays $100; Hot Seat (Mon., 10a-10p).

Wed. ($35, 6:45p); Sun. ($60, 3:15p); monthly event, Aug. 5 ($215, 3:15p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em (daily).

Tue. ($55, 1p); Thurs. ($55, 6p); Sun. ($55, 3p); satellite events every Sat. in August
(except Aug. 19) to the Mid-States Poker Tour ($240, 10a).
Mon. ($50, 7p); Wed. ($40 w/$20 rebuy, 7p); Sat. ($60, noon); Sun. ($35 w/$10
rebuys, 2p).
Mon. ($35 w/rebuys, 7p); Wed. ($65 w/rebuy, 7p); Thurs. ($55, noon).

Call for promotions.
Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is aces full of tens and Omaha is quads; Aces Cracked
pays up to $150.
Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; Aces Cracked pays $100; royals pay $200.

Monday ($100 w/$10 add-on, 8p); Sunday ($100 w/$10 add-on, 8p).

None.

High hands and bonus high hands (call for details).
Daily Double jackpot; get paid for quads, straight flush and royals; Lightning Strikes
& Thunder Rumbles jackpots (call for details).
Extra tournament chips (two hours of live play required); call for details.
$10K bad-beat jackpot; high hands pay $100 every half-hour (24/7); royals pay
$500 plus a jacket.
Call for promotions.
Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is aces full of jacks beaten by quads; hourly high hands
pay $100-$200.
Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; mini bad-beat jackpot; royal flush bonus.
Aces Cracked; quads or better pays.

Bad beat is aces full of kings; high hands pay $100 (call for details).

* SNG = single-table tournaments; all tournaments are no-limit hold’em unless noted. Poker room managers email roth@anteupmagazine.com
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WITH JUSTIN YOUNG
Justin Young is a former mechanical engineer for the military turned poker pro from
Moorhead City, N.C. In 2008, he made the televised final table of the $15K WPT Doyle
Brunson Five Diamond World Poker Classic, finishing runner-up for $936,760. Today,
he has almost $3 million in live career earnings. Our Mike Owens caught up with Justin
recently to discuss life before becoming a poker pro and his success at the tables.

W

Where is home for you these days? I am living just outside of Las Vegas,
in Henderson. My wife and I bought a house out here about threeand-a-half years ago.
Was poker around while you were growing up? My brother and I grew up
playing all kinds of games. My parents taught us chess at a very early
age and that opened the door to being highly competitive. So growing
up, any game they knew we would want to learn. By the time I was
10 I was playing gin, cribbage, hearts, spades, and backgammon with
anyone that would play with me. Poker was kind of an afterthought.
We would play every once in a while, but I think because we played
with our own money (pennies) it got way too emotional. I didn’t start
playing on a regular basis until college. Our fraternity would play every couple of weeks and it was always a good spot to pick up some
beer money.
What made you decide to switch from cash games to tournaments? I started
getting heavy into tournaments in 2008 for a couple of reasons. The
first was the competition aspect of it. I loved the fact that there was
one winner. There is no better feeling in poker than being the last one
standing. It’s a high that I could never reach playing cash. The second
reason was a bad stretch playing cash. I needed something to break
the monotony. I still play quite a bit of cash these days, and I love the
fact I can go back and forth between the two any time one of them
has me bummed out.
Can you take us back to when you didn’t play poker for a living? Before I
played poker for a living I was a mechanical engineer at Cherry Point
Marine Core Air Station. The station is like a big repair shop for military planes and helicopters. I was the hydraulics and landing gear guy
for the harriers. I actually liked my job and loved the people I worked
with, but I saw an opportunity in poker to make my own hours and
play a game for a living. I was working 40-50 hours a week then coming home and playing another 20 hours of poker. I was doing well,
but I knew I couldn’t keep that up. I made a list of about 30 things I
wanted to accomplish in poker, engineering and my personal life. As
soon as the last item was checked off, I put in for my resignation.
What types of games are you playing now and are you still focused on tournaments? Right now I am focused on tournaments with the WSOP in
town. It is a very exciting time of year, but most of the time I play
cash. I have been playing a little bit of the $400-$800 mix games, but

I mainly stick to my bread and butter, no-limit. Living in Vegas allows
me the opportunity to play both genres without having to live out of a
suitcase for much of the year.
As someone who used to be an online player also, do you prefer online or live
poker? I prefer live play to online, mainly because a large reason I love
this game so much is the personal interaction with others. I have met
so many interesting people from all walks of life over the last seven
years. I am certainly not discounting online poker, but there is something to be said about looking at your opponent during a critical moment.
Did you ever think you’d be where you are now? Well, growing up I always
wanted to be a tight end for the Denver Broncos, kind of like most
kids wanted to be a ninja or a space cowboy. Since that didn’t work
out, I found a career in engineering that I loved. I didn’t even know
one could become a professional game player until I was in college
and saw Rounders. Even then it seemed so farfetched. I started with the
attitude of just wanting some extra money in college and it turned into
“Let’s see how good I can get.” I started at $0.25-$0.50 limit on Party
Poker and just kept pressing the envelope until I was playing the biggest games online. It was then that I thought I could do it for a living.
If I was competing and winning at the biggest stakes offered online
then what could stop me?
What advice would you give to cash-game players making the transition into
tournaments? The first thing I would tell them is it’s a completely different game. You have to leave your ego at the door. Cash-game players
have plenty of attributes that not only translate but exceed even the
best tournament players. Despite such qualities, the middle and late
stages of tournaments where the average stack in 30-40 big blinds
deep were the toughest for me to tackle. I still have some discipline
problem in this respect, but through experience and having one of the
better groups of friends to analyze hands have allowed me to improve
by leaps and bounds. As far as a specific tool goes I would say to be
aware of everyone’s chip count in relation to big blinds. This allows
you to create a plan for opening and three-betting opponents. Also
to understand that hand values change against different stack sizes.
There was a time it was impossible for me to ever fold J-10 suited in
any circumstance, but now I can see the true value of that hand based
on the situation. S
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POKER CRUISE

NOV. 10-17, 2012
PLAY POKER ABOARD THE
ENCHANTMENT OF THE SEAS!

RATES STARTING AT $599 WITH PORT STOPS IN
PORT CANAVERAL, FLA., COCOCAY & NASSAU, BAHAMAS!

BALTIMORE!
SAILS FROM

BOOK BY AUG. 23 FOR BEST PRICE AND AVAILABILITY
ALL BOOKINGS MUST BE MADE THROUGH ANTE UP TO PLAY
IN THE POKER ROOM, PER ROYAL CARIBBEAN POLICY.
QUESTIONS? CALL SCOTT LONG @ 727-331-4335

ANTEUPMAGAZINE.COM/CRUISE
Royal Caribbean International reserves the right to impose a fuel supplement on all guests if the price of West Texas Intermediate fuel
exceeds $65 per barrel. The fuel supplement for 1st and 2nd guests would be no more than $10 per guest per day, to a maximum of $140
per cruise; and for additional guests would be no more than $5 per person per day, to a maximum of $70 per cruise.
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*All prices are per person, based on double occupancy, and include taxes,
government fees and port charges. Limited number of staterooms available
at these introductory rates. Ships Registry Bahamas

