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As most of  you likely know, this month marks one year since the 
infamous Black Friday threw chaos into the lives of  millions of  poker 
players. The ensuing fallout continues inexplicably to this day, but we’re 
proud to say poker is still here … and we’re not going anywhere.

How did Ante Up choose to deal with the crisis? Not by shrinking, but 
rather expanding into the leading national poker publication you have 
come to trust and rely on for local news and information. These days 
we distribute magazines to more poker rooms across the country than 
ever, and we are vigilant in our pursuit of  bringing relevant stories to 
the everyday poker player.

But we’d be remiss if  we didn’t look back at the year that was, and 
what we might expect in the days ahead. Who better to do this than 
Ante Up political poker columnist Marc Dunbar? You can read his take on 
the online poker scene, past, present and future, on Page 54.

Also, this month we wrap up 
our four-part California road-
trip series with a look at the pok-
er rooms of  CenCal. It’s quite 
remarkable how many great 
establishments are on the Left 
Coast. You can find this feature 
on Page 44.

On a quick side note, we’d 
like to thank the pranksters at 
Beau Rivage for putting two 9S 
in front of John Dolan in the Mil-
lion Dollar Heater victory pose 
we ran on our March cover. 

We were seeking a quick way 
to find out how many people 
actually look at our cover, and 
judging by our full inboxes and 

bloated voicemail from readers wondering how Mr. Dolan won an 
event with two of  the same card, we happily have our answer. 

We’ll see you at the tables.
— Christopher Cosenza and Scott Long
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CALIFORNIA

In 1916, Joseph Sammut opened “Joe’s Pool Parlor and Telephone 
Exchange” in San Bruno, Calif. Along with poker, a person could 

wager almost any amount of  money on almost any type of  sporting 
event, including horse racing. When someone asked Joe how he would 
manage to pay off  a big bet if  he lost, he said, “in artichoke leaves.”  

So, in the mid ’40s, when the fo-
cus of  the club shifted to poker, it 
seemed only natural to change the 
name to Artichoke Joe’s.

I spoke to Josh Cerone, lead 
hold’em floor for the club, and 
he was eager to discuss some new 
promotions that are among the 
most aggressive in the industry.

“We understand that people have choices, and we want to do some-
thing that sets us apart,” he said. 

So, along with the existing $100K bad-beat jackpot, AJ’s is offer-
ing a “mini” $5K bad beat for aces full of  jacks beaten by any hand 
(provided both hole cards play for each hand) from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. and 
7-10 p.m. There are also daily bonuses for any quads ($100) or straight 
flush ($200) from 5-7 p.m. and midnight-8 a.m. If  you’re fortunate 
enough to find yourself  with a royal flush, you’ll not only win the pot, 
but an extra $599. This bonus is in play 24-7. 

A tour of  Artichoke Joe’s reveals two distinct themes. The bar area 
still hosts a “Wild West” feel, while the cardroom area is contempo-

rary. You may also witness a table full of  dealers working to improve 
their skills. 

“People tend to lose sight that this is an entertainment industry,” 
Cerone said. “We are pushing to get back to basics, especially striving 
toward outstanding customer service.” 

To facilitate this, there are weekly training sessions. His perception 
may stem from being relatively new to the industry, gaining most of  his 
perceptions from a player’s point of  view. After two shoulder surgeries 
ended his hopes of  working in law enforcement, he decided to pursue 
a career in gaming. When I asked about his vision for AJ’s, he said, 
“We want to show our existing customers that we appreciate them, but 
we want to continue to grow.” 

This is easy to see as the staff  acknowledges the regulars by name 
and go out of  their way to make the newcomers feel welcome. With 
daily tournaments beginning at 11 a.m. Mon.-Tue.-Thurs., and eve-
ning tournaments at 6:45 Sun. and Wed., everyone should be able to 
find something to fit their schedules. 

The formats vary for each day, so check out artichokejoes.com for 
the particulars. They offer a menu inclusive of  American and Asian 
foods, including a darned good hot dog with all the fixings. Make sure 
to stop at the fish tanks right next to the cashier windows and check 
out the enormous eel. I have it from a reliable source that they feed it 
dealers who burn and turn before the action is complete.
— Bret Miller is the Ante Up Ambassador for Northern California. Email him at 
anteupbret@gmail.com.

ARTICHOKE JOE’S VALUES PLAYERS

Sycuan Casino embracing technology, promos
Feel like playing in a live game but not sure what games your favor-

ite poker room has going at the moment? If  you have an iPhone or 
Android you’re in luck. Bravo Poker Live, an application that’s linked 
to the Bravo systems used nationwide, is now being used by some 

of  the San Diego-area 
poker rooms, including 
Sycuan Casino. 

I recently chat-
ted with poker room 
manager Tim Briggs in 
his beautiful non-smoking 
poker room and he told me how 
the system works. 

You simply open the app, select the poker room of  choice and the 
current games list is instantly displayed. If  you want to be sure the 
information is accurate or would like to put your name on the waiting 
list, simply scroll down to the phone number, touch and be connected. 
Don’t you love technology?

Sycuan, which has $2 comps per hour for live play, is the only room 
in the San Diego area running World Series of  Poker super satellites 
(Tuesday and Wednesday evenings at 6:30 until May 1). 

The buy-in is $54 with no rebuys or add-ons; the top 10 percent of  
the field gets paid and the top 15 finishers advance to the June satel-
lite where the winner will be awarded the WSOP main event seat and 
spending money.

NEW MORONGO MANAGER: Morongo Casino Resort and Spa recently 
welcomed an addition to its poker room staff. John Momaney has taken 
over as poker room manager. While new to this particular position, 

he’s certainly not new to Morongo. 
This retired U.S. Air Force veteran, who served 26 years, 

joined Morongo as a poker dealer in 1993. He worked his 
way up the ranks to assistant general manager/marketing 
director before retiring in 2010. He was asked to return in 
2011 as a consultant, which he turned down, instead opting 

to return to full-time employment, which led to this position. 
His long-range goal is to play golf  seven days a week.  

PALA WINTER OPEN: Lisa Fortman of  Encinitas, Calif., 
captured the Pala Winter Poker Open on Feb. 26, 
besting Frank Cortese of  San Diego for $8,575 and the 
River Card trophy. Cortese took home $4,862 for 
second place as the main event attracted 286 entries 
for a $28,600 prize pool. For full series results, scan 
the QR Code at the right.

TOURNAMENT UPDATE: Because of  popular demand, 
Viejas Casino’s Friday $65 deepstack tournament changes to the $120 
deepstack the first Friday of  every month. The starting stacks, blinds 
and levels all remain the same. However, the prize pool is twice as 
juicy.
— LoriAnn Persinger is Ante Up’s Southern Calinfornia Ambassador. Email her at 
anteuploriann@gmail.com.

INTERESTED IN CALIFORNIA TOURNAMENTS AND PROMOTIONS? TURN TO OUR WHERE TO PLAY PAGES IN THE BACK OF THE MAGAZINE.

BRET MILLER • NORCAL

LORIANN PERSINGER • SOCAL

Scan the QR Codes below for more California poker news 
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CALIFORNIA

The L.A. Poker Classic, held annually at the Commerce Casino 
from mid January until the end of  February, is the biggest tourna-

ment series outside of  the World Series of  Poker. This year’s version 
was made up of  51 events that ran the gamut of  disciplines (every-

thing from hold’em and Omaha to 
Chinese and triple-draw) and buy-
ins ($65 to $25K).

This series isn’t just for pros, 
though. Excluding the $25,000 
high-roller and the $10,000 World 
Poker Tournament Main Event, 
the average tournament entry was 
less than $800. Many events had 

guarantees and the total prize pool for the series was more than $11.5 
million.

Quite a few popular pros attended the series. Notable pros who 
won events were Fabrice Soulier, Men “Master” Nguyen, Phil Hellmuth, Adam 
“Roothlus” Levy and Vanessa Selbst. Matt Schultz impressively won Event 8 
(shootout) and Event 17 (H.O.R.S.E.). Oz actor Kirk Acevedo won Event 
41, the NLHE “eternament.” This event had every conceivable level 
and each lasted two hours.

WPT Boot Camp alumnus Sean Jazayeri defeated David “Doc” Sands 
heads-up to capture his first WPT title and $1,370,240 in the $10K 
main event.

 “You dream about it, you fantasize about it, but in my heart I never 
thought this could happen,” Jazayeri said after the win. “It’s a real 
dream come true.”

FALLEN HEROES: Though not on most pros’ calendars, on Feb. 19 the 
Bicycle Casino hosted a celebrity charity tournament to benefit Fallen 

Heroes USA. Buy-in was $100, with half  the prize pool going to the 
charity, plus there were unlimited $20 rebuys for the first three levels.

Tournament director Mo Fathipour and his team took great care of  
the players. Their work was cut out for them, too. For 166 players, 
there were more than $15,000 
in rebuys. Among the players 
were celebrities Adrian Paul, 
Shannon Elizabeth, Mimi Rogers, 
David Arquette and Carl Weath-
ers. Poker pros Antonio Esfandi-
ari, Men Nguyen and John Phan 
also showed their support. 
One-time November Niner 
Kelly Kim was there and is on 
the board of  the charity. 

The atmosphere was fun 
and there was no shortage of  
action. The winner was Bruce 
Cramer as more than $11,000 
was raised for Fallen Heroes.

“We started this because I 
had several friends die in the line of  duty that were close to me,” Fallen 
Heroes USA founder Scott Diamond said. “We don’t give money to a 
fund. We try to make it more personal. We have the money. We give it 
to the family directly.” The next tournament for Fallen Heroes won’t 
be until next year, but keep an eye on its website for a golf  tournament 
in August.
— Dave Palm is Ante Up’s Los Angeles Ambassador. You can email him at 
LA.AnteUp@gmail.com.

JAZAYERI CAPTURES LAPC MAIN EVENT

DAVE PALM • LOS ANGELES

Fallen Heroes USA founder 
Scott Diamond poses with 

Shannon Elizabeth.

Event 1 • $65 NLHE
Entries: 3,333 • Prize Pool: $166,650
Winner: Van Manlambus, $14,365*

Event 2 • $340 NLHE
Entries: 3,234 • Prize Pool: $1M
Winner: Seyed Edalat, $113,560*

Event 3 $340 Limit
Entries: 227 • Prize Pool $64,695
Winner: Tra Do, $11,295*

Event 4 • $340 Bounty
Entries: 537 • Prize Pool $99,345
Winner: Bobby Duc Pham, $17,320*

Event 5 • $340 H.O.R.S.E.
Entries: 175 • Prize Pool $49,875
Winner: Jay Hong, $11,215*

Event 6 • $550 NLHE
Entries: 165 • Prize Pool $79,200
Winner: Evgeny Shnayder, $17,155*

Event 7 • $550 Stud
Entries: 87 • Prize Pool $50,000
Winner: Salim Hanna, $10,920*

Event 8 • $340 Shootout
Entries: 160 • Prize Pool $45,600
Winner: Matt Schultz, $12,825*

Event 9 • $340 Omaha/8
Entries: 232 • Prize Pool $66,120
Winner: Michael Moed, $15,390*

Event 10 • $340 NLHE
Entries: 237 • Prize Pool $67,545
Winner: Keith Baker, $15,008*

Event 11 • $340 Stud/8
Entries: 131 • Prize Pool $37,335
Winner: Noah Carlson, $8,000*

Event 12 • $340 NLHE
Entries: 151 • Prize Pool $50,000
Winner: Juda Azulay, $11,220*

Event 14 • $340 6-Max
Entries: 159 • Prize Pool $45,315
Winner: Jamie Shaevel, $13,565*

Event 15 • $120 AIOF
Entries: 296 • Prize Pool $29,600
Winner: Brian Brubaker, $10,000

Event 16 • $340 Bounty
Entries: 459 • Prize Pool $84,915
Winner: Joseph Choueiri, $20,225*

Event 17 • $550 H.O.R.S.E.
Entries: 104 • Prize Pool $50,000
Winner: Matt Schultz, $13,990*

Event 18 • $340 NLHE
Entries: 169 • Prize Pool $50,000
Winner: Andrew Gerl, $10,350*

Event 19 • $150 NLHE
Entries: 247 • Prize Pool $30,875
Winner: Eric Prince, $4,685*

Event 20 • $560 Heads-Up
Entries: 113 • Prize Pool $53,110
Winner: Casey Stewart, $13,425

Event 21 • $125 PLO w/rbs
Entries: 144 • Prize Pool $46,740
Winner: Alan Hong, $13,620*

Event 22 • $125 NLHE
Entries: 4,860 • Prize Pool: $607,500
Winner: Adam Springer, $81,550*

Event 23 • $340 NLHE
Entries: 422 • Prize Pool $120,270
Winner: Brian Gorman, $21,570*

Event 24 • $550 Omaha/8
Entries: 105 • Prize Pool $50,400
Winner: Men Nguyen, $16,640

Event 25 • $340 NLHE
Entries: 207 • Prize Pool $58,995
Winner: Adam Levy, $12,735*

Event 26 • $340 2-7 TD
Entries: 74 • Prize Pool $21,090
Winner: Tyson Marks, $5,895*

Event 27 • $225 NLHE
Entries: 189 • Prize Pool $50,000
Winner: Gourgen Mirimanian, $13,450*

Event 28 • $550 Mix Max
Entries: 98 • Prize Pool $47,040
Winner: Roland Israelashvili, $14,950

Event 29 • $125 PLO/8 w/rbs
Entries: 180 • Prize Pool $61,845
Winner: Ben Tang, $15,153*

Event 30 • $1,070 NLHE
Entries: 178 • Prize Pool $172,660
Winner: Jordan Young, $42,275

Event 31 • $1,580 Chinese
Entries: 31 • Prize Pool $45,105
Winner: Jordan Siegel, $18,485

Event 32 • $340 Bounty
Entries: 531 • Prize Pool $98,235
Winner: David Forster, $21,750*

Event 33 • $550 6-Max PLO
Entries: 78 • Prize Pool $129,600
Winner: Chris Swan, $50,540

Event 34 • $125 NLHE w/rbs
Entries: 570 • Prize Pool $191,805
Winner: Ryan Tepen, $50,025

Event 35 • $1,070 H.O.R.S.E.
Entries: 91 • Prize Pool $88,270
Winner: Michael Chow, $31,330

Event 36 • $550 NLHE
Entries: 238 • Prize Pool $114,240
Winner: Michael Gold, $25,810*

Event 37 • $550 NLHE w/rbs
Entries: 98 • Prize Pool $148,320
Winner: Vince Salvatore, $42,580*

Event 38 • $1,070 NLHE
Entries: 170 • Prize Pool $164,900
Winner: Matt Salsberg, $38,675*

Event 39 • $2,080 PLO
Entries: 52 • Prize Pool $100,880
Winner: Weikai Chang, $37,550*

Event 40 • $1,600 Bounty
Entries: 97 • Prize Pool $97,000
Winner: Nicolas Walters, $28,330*

Event 41 • $340 Eternament
Entries: 153 • Prize Pool $50,000
Winner: Kirk Acevedo, $15,970

Event 42 • $1,100 Ironman
Entries: 99 • Prize Pool $96,030
Winner: Eric Chhor, $43,020

Event 43 • $550 Seniors
Entries: 194 • Prize Pool $93,120
Winner: Roger Choueiri, $28,880

Event 44 • $340 NLHE
Entries: 481 • Prize Pool $137,085
Winner: David Pazurik, $36,145

Event 45 • $5,100 NLHE
Entries: 98 • Prize Pool $475,300
Winner: Vanessa Selbst, $140,295*

$10K Main Event
Entries: 549 • Prize Pool: $5.27m
Winner: Sean Jazayeri, $1,370,240

Event 47 • $2,080 6-Max
Entries: 94 • Prize Pool $182,360
Winner: Fabrice Soulier, $63,830

Event 48 • $5,100 Heads-Up
Entries: 16 • Prize Pool $77,600
Winner: Nicklas Heinecker, $46,560

Event 49 • $2,080 8-Game
Entries: 49 • Prize Pool: $95,060
Winner: Phil Hellmuth, $22,630*

Event 50 • $1,100 Bounty
Entries: 195 • Prize Pool: $97,500
Winner: Danny Noam, $24,990*

Event 51 • $25K High Roller
Entries: 23 • Prize Pool $568,100
Winner: Eui Woong Kim, $242,970*

L.A. Poker Classic, Commere Casino, Los Angeles, Jan. 18-Feb. 29

* Denotes chop or deal. Also, any missing events weren’t reported.
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INTERESTED IN FLORIDA TOURNAMENTS AND PROMOTIONS? TURN TO OUR WHERE TO PLAY PAGES IN THE BACK OF THE MAGAZINE.

FLORIDA

The greatest show on felt returns April 19 to Jacksonville, Fla., 
when the World Poker Tour hits the First Coast for the Jackson-

ville Spring Series hosted by BestBet Jacksonville. 
The Spring Series features 13 events leading up to the $5K televised 

main event, which is a re-entry 
tournament that sports a $1 mil-
lion guarantee and begins April 
27. The series kicks off  April 19 
with a two-day $340 event that 
has a $150,000 guarantee. 

The beautiful new BestBet fa-
cility will be running satellites for 
the Spring Series right up until 

the WPT BestBet Open main event. Starting April 1, single-table sat-
ellites will run daily, and multitable satellites will run nightly at 7. For 
the series full schedule, please see the ad on Pages 2-3

Jacksonville is excited for the return of  the WPT and the open-
ing of  the newest and biggest poker room in Florida. After breaking 
records with the Jax Fall Series in November, BestBet Jacksonville is 
ready to step to the front of  the pack as the premier location in Florida 
to host poker’s biggest events. The new BestBet facility is one of  the 
finest venues for poker, with a Vegas cardroom atmosphere and a huge 
70-table floor (the most tables in Florida).

RAYMER IN TOWN: Greg Raymer, Poker Player Alliance spokesman and 
2004 World Series of  Poker Main Event champion, will host training 
seminars at Pensacola Greyhound Track and Creek Entertainment 
Gretna. The Fossilman will hold no-limit hold’em tournament strat-
egy seminars April 21 at PGT and April 28 at Gretna. Call the poker 

room for details or see the ad on Page 63, which has more informa-
tion.

Also, on April 7 at 1 p.m., Gretna hosts a $50K guarantee ($750 
buy-in). Players begin with 10K chips (5K more for a $20 staff  toke). 

• If  you live in North Florida and want more coverage of  your 
poker room or poker league contact me. You could be featured in Ante 
Up or on my website (PokerLifeJax.com).
— Troy Lennon is the Ante Up Ambassador for North Florida. Email him at 
anteuptroy@gmail.com.

Gagne appreciates her success on the felt
Gigi Gagne of  Clearwater, Fla., has had quite an exciting run re-

cently, getting married and nearly becoming the first female 
World Poker Tour open-event winner, placing second in the Lucky 
Hearts Open at the Hard Rock in Hollywood, Fla. Gagne entered 

the final table with the chip lead, 
but lost to Matt Juttelstad heads-up, 
taking home $158K. 

Gagne was kind enough to 
share some of  her background 
and highlights of  her poker ca-
reer.

How long have you been playing 
and what influences have you had 

to help you succeed? Four years ago, I was at Tampa Bay Downs 
with a friend when I noticed the cardroom behind the stands. 
Card games had been my favorite past time as a kid. I love 
to win. 

I decided to invest time and money in the real world of  
Texas Hold’em and learn by playing, not reading. My edu-
cation was hard, fast and expensive. In time, I developed from 
being a donkey to a winner. All I needed to do was wait.

Tournaments or cash games? I enjoy tournament play over cash games. 
Tournament play involves competition among a number of  players. 
I like knocking out players and getting deep into the tournament. It 
reminds me of  how good I can be or how bad I can be.

Greatest moment? The most exciting moment in my poker career was 
at the WPT Lucky Hearts when I reached 2.8 million chips going into 

the final table. A lucky lady came on the river to knock out one player 
and take a million chips from the chipleader. I was so happy. 

Goals? My future poker goals are to continue to play in the WPT 
events and strive to go deep in every tournament I enter. Need to be 
in it to win it. I especially like the televised WPT events. My life goals 
are to continue to be positive, happy and live each day as if  it were 
my last.

TAMPA DEALER SCHOOL OPENS: Elite Casino Dealer Academy has 
opened in Tampa, featuring former World Series of  Poker dealers as 
instructors. Day and night classes are offered, as well as blackjack deal-
ing classes. The school also assists graduates with job placement. For 
more information, visit elitecda.com. Mention Ante Up when calling 

to save $200.
BASEBALL CHARITY: The Silks Poker Room at Tampa Bay 

Downs will host a tournament April 7 at 4 p.m. to benefit 
West Coast Diablos 9-under baseball team. The buy-in is 
$60 for 4K units with unlimited $20 rebuys (another 4K 
chips) for the first two hours.  

SAD NEWS: Ante Up online columnist and friend John Lanier 
died recently of  prostate cancer at the age of  49. Lucky’s 

Poker Room at Tampa Greyhound Track will host a memorial 
charity tournament in his honor on April 20 at 2 p.m. Proceeds will 
benefit the Prostate Cancer Foundation. Buy-in is $80 for 10K chips, 
20-minute blinds and a $5 add-on gets you 1K more chips.  
— Garrett Roth is the Ante Up Ambassador for Central Florida and the Where to 
Play editor. Email him at roth@anteupmagazine.com and follow him on Twitter 
@GarrettRoth.

TROY LENNON • N. FLORIDA

GARRETT ROTH • C. FLORIDA

Scan the QR Codes below for more Florida poker news 
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The Deep Stack Charity Classic, which last year attracted 
more than 600 players to Daytona Beach Kennel Club for its 
annual tournament, has announced this year’s event will be at 
1 p.m. on May 20.

Celebrity guests include Annie Duke, Chris Moneymaker and Nor-
man Chad, and as usual, organizers are giving away more than 
$15,000 in raffle prizes and providing catered breakfast and din-
ner for all entrants. The top 10 finishers will each win a trip for 
two to Venetian Las Vegas, including an entry in a Deep Stack 
Extravaganza event at the resort. 

Buy-in is $175 in advance and $195 at the door, though the 
past two years the event sold out in advance of  tournament day. 
Look for more information in next month’s issue of  Ante Up or 
call David Kane at (386) 872-8787.

Deep Stack Charity Classic is May 20
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The return of  the World Series of  Poker Circuit to South Florida 
in February was an overwhelming success in the eyes of  most of  

Palm Beach Kennel Club staff, players and onlookers throughout the 
poker world. I say “most” because there were no truer words than the 
famous adage, “You can’t please all of  the people all of  the time.”

The opening event, with its 
million-dollar guaranteed prize 
pool, was expected to be a mon-
ster and it was. 

It exceeded expectations and 
as a result, drew most of  the com-
plaints, which came mainly from 
procrastinating players who ended 
up getting shut out of  the event. 

Poker players are famous for showing up late, that’s not the surprise. 
Despite announced starting dates and times, they often come saunter-
ing in just about any time they feel like it. 

What’s surprising is in spite of  numerous warnings to enter early 
this time or face a spot on the rail, hundreds waited until late Saturday 
morning (Day 1C) to show up to play. With people lining up for those 
last spots as early as 4 a.m., the morning outside the kennel club took 
on the feel of  a game-day sporting event.

However, as start time drew nigh and the last-minute arrivals found 
themselves at the back of  a long line, civil behavior quickly evaporat-
ed. Pushing and shoving, attempts at cutting in line, near-fistfights and 
the threat of  arrests were reported. Eventually, order was restored, 
but a large portion of  the Day 1C field was in a foul mood as action 
began.

PBKC director of  poker Noah Carbone, trumpeter of  the cautionary 
warnings and later the bearer of  bad news, was a class act throughout 
the ordeal. While undoubtedly biting his lip, he issued an apology to 
the angry complainers on poker forums, vowing to make improve-
ments in the near future while knowing in his heart the blame for the 
morning’s manic scene could not be entirely placed on his shoulders. 

“We heard the criticism loud and clear,” he said. “We are not pride-
ful and we didn’t ignore it, but at some point, players need to take 
responsibility and listen to our warnings to enter as early as possible.”

With 2,000 players required to reach the $1 million guarantee, Car-
bone was prepared to comfortably surpass that number, expecting 75 
full tables (up from 64 tables in 2011) and about 50 alternates each day 
to cap the field at around 2,400 players. The final number was 2,607, 
nearly three times greater than the previous year’s opener, thanks to 
an added 4 p.m. flight on Day 1A, which fit in 220 early attendees.

“We hoped to add two more flights, but ran into logistical problems 
with available tables, chips and dealers,” he said.

The final nine days ran smooth as silk, with exciting and competi-
tive play yielding 12 ring winners (five from Florida). Cash games sur-
rounding the ring events were plentiful and on par from the previous 
year, while tournament numbers were up across the board.  

“The biggest improvements from last year were in the nightly and 

second-chance tourneys, which were way up,” Carbone said. “We saw 
many more players this year from out of  state and we had a big turn-
out of  international players, especially from Germany and Canada. 
The H.O.R.S.E. event (247 players vs. 178 in 2011) was a record for a 
WSOP Circuit series, and it shows that interest in mixed games is on 
the rise, but seems to attract an older player.”

Speaking of  older players, major accolades should go to the series’ 
biggest winners, two 50-somethings who rose above a sea of  those 
younger than 30. Canadian contractor Jim Harnden, 58, captured the 
main event and more than $226K, while Anh Lu, a 50-year-old nail 
technician from Bradenton, Fla., took home nearly $183K for his vic-
tory in Event 1.

Great stories abounded from the 12 days of  play: Joseph Patalano 
overcame a 16-to-1 chip disadvantage entering heads-up play in the 
$1,080 NLHE event to battle back for the win. Ladies finished 1-2-3 in 
the open Event 2 (Loni Harcourt, Anne Amato and Amanda Musameci), while 
Abbey Daniels nearly followed up last year’s WPT final table at the Hard 
Rock with her first major title, only to finish second to Jake Schindler in 
the six-handed event. (For a complete list of  winners, see Page 20.)

As the final events came to a close, Carbone congratulated his staff  
and looked forward to next year, after welcoming an opportunity to 
catch his breath.  

“After 12 intense days, we all need a little rest and relaxation; it 
will be nice to settle back into a normal pattern, but I’ll bet that two 
weeks from now we’ll miss all the players and the excitement they 
brought to this place. That’s our goal for next year, to allow everyone 
that wants to play the opportunity to get a spot; we certainly will be 
able to handle well over 3,000 players, but who knows what the de-
mand will be by then.”
— Big Dave Lemmon is Ante Up’s South Florida Ambassador. Email him at 
bigdave@pokeractionline.com.

ANOTHER WSOPC RECORD-SETTER AT PBKC

DAVE LEMMON • S. FLORIDA

Seminole Casino Immokalee

The Feb. 11 WPT Point Challenge drew 72 players for a 
$14,400 prize pool. When it got to the final table, the top five 
players each took $2,500. The final table pictured is Tony Harvey, 
Robbie Spencer, Tony Migliore, Grady Yeager, Robbie Spencer, Joe Henke, 
Jerry Vermillion Gloria Anez, Gary Viebahn, Wayne Phillips and Antonio 
Belliard. 
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WSOP Circuit, Palm Beach Kennel Club, West Palm Beach, Feb. 16-27

Event 1 • $555 NLHE
Entries: 2,607 • Pool: $1.25M
Winner: Anh H. Lu, $182,750

Event 2 • $345 NLHE
Entries: 500 • Pool: $144,150
Winner: Loni Harwood, $30,994

Event 3 • $345 H.O.R.S.E.
Entries: 247 • Pool: $70,527
Winner: Jason Reep, $17,279

Event 4 • $345 NLHE
Entries: 413 • Pool: $118,833
Winner: Adam Cook, $26,142

Event 5 • $345 6-Max
Entries: 391 • Pool: $112,431
Winner: Jacob Schindler, $24,736

Event 6 • $345 NLHE
Entries: 353 • Pool: $101,373
Winner: Joseph Casella, $23,315

Event 7 • $555 NLHE
Entries: 290 • Pool: $139,300
Winner: James Henson, $33,749

Event 8 • $345 NLHE
Entries: 279 • Pool: $81,189
Winner: Brian O’Donoghue, $19,487

Event 9 • $1,080 NLHE
Entries: 149 • Pool: $144,530
Winner: Joseph Patalano, $40,467

$1,600 Main Event
Entries: 778 • Pool: $1,131,990
Winner: Jim Harnden, $226,395

Event 11 • $345 NLHE
Entries: 219 • Pool: $63,729
Winner: Andrew Phillips, $15,931

Event 12 • $345 NLHE
Entries: 183 • Pool: $53,253
Winner: Mark Kroon, $13,847

Dania Jai-Alai
David Robson of  Hollywood, Fla., was chipleader when 

players decided to chop the Dan Le Batard celebrity event on 
Feb. 29. The final eight each won $763 as there were 189 
entries into the $50 event.
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NUTZ POKER LEAGUE: Pat Crawford won a monthly championship, beating 
130-plus players for the $500 gift card and bracelet. Also, Paul Rossi won 
a seat to a WSOP Circuit event in West Palm Beach, and Juan Sastre took 
down the Courtside Extravaganza and a $100 gift card.

LOOSENUTZ: Bruce Franklin won the March monthly and a $10K seat.
PLEASURE ISLAND POKER: Teena Fendley beat 75 players for the monthly title 

and a tournament entry chip to Pensacola Greyhound’s $20K guarantee.
MIAMI POKER SOCIETY: Jim Cookfair won the Hogzilla’s debut tournament 

and Luis Aleman captured the grand event, earning a WSOP seat in June. 
Also, Roy Potter won the Betting for Justice charity event and $10K.

TREASURE CHEST POKER: Moon (Yes, that’s what he goes by) recently won 
a WSOP seat but took a $700 gift card instead. Other recent winners in-
clude Keith Davis, edging 135 players for a WSOP seat and trip to Vegas, 
Chris Cartier, who won the Battle of  the Bars and a new laptop, and Jeremy 
Conway, who took down a monthly event and a $100 gift card.

CHIP ANA CHAIR: Shirley Scoville won a gold ring and a buy-in to a WPT 
event at Derby Lane in March.

Free Leagues

Crawford Aleman Conway Franklin Fendley

Cookfair Moon Davis Cartier Scoville

Face Up Gaming

Online site can help free leagues
Face Up Gaming is launching its subscription online poker 

site in April with innovations that allow players to use audio 
and video to see and chat 
with opponents (if  they 
want), plus a league-platform 
that will appeal to home-
game players and provide an 

additional revenue stream for owners of  free poker leagues.
Players who have gold or platinum memberships can par-

ticipate in the league function, where they play five tourna-
ments over the course of  the week. Top players advance to 
the Inter League Tournament Division Championship, held 
every eight weeks, and the best players will play in the Face Up 
League Champions Tournament with a minimum prize pool 
of  $50,000.

More than 300 college teams are signed up for leagues and 
Face Up Gaming said the league option is designed to help free 
poker league owners build their business by being able to track 
members’ progress and offer them additional promotional 
items and the possibility of  a pro player attending the league’s 
live events.

All players on Face Up Gaming can compete for prizes, in-
cluding cash, poker cruises, live tournament entries and World 
Series of  Poker seats. For more information or to join, visit 
faceupgaming.com or see the ad on Page 11.





The World Series of  Poker Circuit at Harrah’s Tunica was a re-
sounding success. Thousands turned out for the largest annual 

event in regional tournament play, with 647 in the $1,600 main event. 
Kurt Jewell of  Frankfort, Ky., who already had a WSOPC main event 
title under his belt, won this title as well, taking home $192,984 and 

another championship ring.
This particular Tunica event 

was a little bittersweet. Jimmy Som-
merfeld, a Memphis native, has 
been a part of  the Mississippi 
poker since the first card was dealt 
and the Harrah’s Tunica stop al-
ways has been his “hometown” 
event, and plenty of  locals come 

every year just to play in a tournament run by one of  the most recog-
nized tournament directors in WSOP history. 

Sommerfeld had announced he would retire after the Palm Beach 
Kennel Club stop, making this his last time running the show in Tu-
nica. I’m sure it won’t be the last we see of  him, though. Only now 
we’ll all have to compete against him for the prize pools while 
he enjoys retirement.

KAEGIN’S BACK: Other big news in Tunica includes 
changes at the Gold Strike. After Ken Lambert’s departure 
at the end of  last year, new poker room manager Karen 
Kaegin has settled in and has started making changes. If  
you’re on the email list for poker room updates through 
the players club, you’ll notice lots of  new tournaments and 
fun events like the “Beat the Boss” event where players get to 
compete against the manager and floor for a chance at a bounty. 

The bad-beat qualifier has been dropped from quads to aces full of  
kings or better. Kaegin has been in the industry more than 14 years, 

and aside from a natural love of  poker, enjoys playing as well. She 
was the poker room manager at Island View Casino in Gulfport when 
it closed its poker room a couple of  years ago after just two years of  
being open.

If  you’re planning on playing the Delta Gold event, which will be 
under way when this article hits the stands (March 23-April 2) stop by 
and check out the newest promotions and give her a warm welcome.  
She’ll be on hand throughout the tournament, and welcomes player 
input and suggestions.

GOLDEN NUGGET EMERGES: A little further south, really exciting news is 
brewing in Biloxi. On March 5, it was announced Golden Nugget will 
buy the Isle Casino site. The Golden Nugget will honor all Isle Biloxi 
customer points and rewards, not only in Biloxi, but at the Golden 
Nugget properties in Las Vegas, Atlantic City and Laughlin. Plans for 
the Biloxi location include enhancing the look of  the 720-room prop-
erty, to create a premiere resort destination in the South. Renovations 
and upgrades are expected to be completed by 2013.

If  you’ve played at the Golden Nugget in Vegas, you can be sure 
they take poker seriously. It’s one of  my favorite places to play 

downtown, with a great feel to the room and professional 
staff. The poker room in Biloxi will give players visiting the 
area more options and variety, improving the overall mar-
ket and draw more action to the gulf  coast.

With the race for final WSOP points well under way 
as we get closer to the World Series, I look forward to see-

ing just how many Gulf  Coast and Tunica players end up 
qualifying for the WSOP National Championship $1 mil-

lion freeroll. I’m hoping to see many of  you at the upcoming 
events, and then in Vegas this summer.

— Jennifer Gay is Ante Up’s Mississippi Ambassador. She can be contacted at
 facebook.com/aceofjewels or at jennifergay80@hotmail.com.

JEWELL WINS 2ND WSOPC MAIN EVENT
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JENNIFER GAY • MISSISSIPPI

WSOP Circuit, Harrah’s Tunica, Feb. 2-14 

Event 1 • $345 NLHE
Entries: 1,128 • Pool: $328,248
Winner: Chip Ervin, $59,660

Event 2 • $345 NLHE
Entries: 701 • Pool: $203,991
Winner: Paul Sokoloff, $41,544

Event 3 • $555 NLHE
Entries: 230 • Pool: $110,200
Winner: Andy McIlvain, $27,552

Event 4 • $345 NLHE
Entries: 359 • Pool: $104,469
Winner: Matthew Weber, $23,719 

Event 5 • $345 NLHE
Entries: 394 • Pool: $113,304
Winner: Kasey Stanford, $24,929

Event 6 • $345 6-Max
Entries: 344 • Pool: $98,754
Winner: Mike Urbaniak, $24,929

Event 7 • $345 NLHE
Entries: 433 • Pool: $124,653
Winner: Andrew Smith, $27,426

Event 8 • $555 Heads-Up
Entries: 132 • Pool: $64,020
Winner: Dalton Mills, $17,927

Event 9 • $345 PLO/8
Entries: 197 • Pool: $57,327
Winner: Rocky Boustani, $14,908

Event 10 • $345 NLHE
Entries: 337 • Pool: $98,067
Winner: Seth Foster, $22,557

$1,600 Main Event
Entries: 647 • Pool: $941,385
Winner: Kurt Jewell, $192,984

Event 12 • $345 NLHE
Entries:  251 • Pool: $73,041
Winner: Rodney Shows, $17,896

Scan the QR Code below for more Mississippi/Arkansas poker news 
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Pennsylvania’s 2011 gambling revenues came in at a massive  
$3 billion, a 22 percent increase over its 2010 numbers, making 

it the largest gaining state in the country. The play of  table games 
during January 2012 generated 
tax revenue of  more than $8.6 
million, which means by the end 
of  year Pennsylvania likely will 
surpass Atlantic City as the sec-
ond-largest gaming market in the 
United States.

Gambling revenue in Atlantic 
City in 2011 slipped 7 percent to 

$3.3 billion, continuing a five-year slide for its casinos. 
Las Vegas still is the king of  gambling, with the state of  Nevada 

reporting gross gaming revenue in 2011 of  $10.7 billion, an increase 

of  2.8 percent over 2010.
It took Pennsylvania casinos a long time to roll out new games, but 

once it did the revenue for table games almost doubled year over year. 
The Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board has the authorization to 
license two more casinos and could be adding soon to its 10 opera-
tional casinos.

MORE AT PRESQUE: Presque Isle Downs in Erie recently added $2-$4 
limit hold’em to its poker room and is featuring daily tournaments, 
including $50 on Tuesdays and Thursdays at 12:30 p.m. 

VVD STILL WAITING: Valley View Downs in Central Pennsylvania still 
is awaiting its gaming license, but it has recently been issued a racing 
license. Cards could soon be in the air in Harrisburg.
—Mike Owens is the Ante Up Ambassador for Western Pennsylvania and West 
Virginia. You can follow him on Twitter @Holdemag and check out his blog at 
CheckRaze.com. He can be reached at anteupowens@gmail.com.

Will Pennsylvania pass Atlantic City in 2012?

WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA/WEST VIRGINIA

Scan the QR Code below for more local poker news 

MIKE OWENS • W. PA./W. VA.

ATLANTIC CITY/PHILADELPHIA

The Golden Nugget held the official grand opening of  its poker 
room on Feb. 17, scheduling a big tournament to christen the 

room. They put together a $10,000 guarantee with a $120 buy-in and 
knocked the guarantee out of  the park. 

When I walked in to check 
out the event, the room was jam-
packed as 189 players bought in 
for the event. With first place sit-
ting at more than $8,000, it was 
an investment worth making. 

The same tournament is con-
tinuing for a few more weeks and 
Keith Richman and his staff  have 

been doing a great job handling the flow of  traffic that the tourna-
ment has created. The staff  has been doing a great job and the room 
is shaping up to be one of  the hottest in Atlantic City.

In other new poker room news, Revel is opening April 2 as for-
mer Dover Downs poker room manager Frank Foti was named execu-
tive poker director. A lot of  players are looking forward to this one as 
speculation to the size and scope of  the poker room has been all over 
the map.

BORGATA WINNER: Carl Tirella of  Ardslley, N.Y., won $53,962 and the 
Borgata $100K Guarantee Saturday Series on Feb. 11. The $400 
NLHE event attracted 662 entries for a $231,700 prize pool. 

EAST PA.: The Mount Airy Casino in the Poconos recently opened its 
newly located poker room with World Series of  Poker bracelet-holder 
Cyndy Violette on hand for the festivities. Winners from Mount Airy’s 
Friday tournaments in January and February had the chance to go up 
against Violette in a championship round as part of  the grand open-
ing’s day of  special events. 

The new 11-table poker room is on the second floor of  the resort. 
With a bar and cash cage on site, there’s no place else you need to be 
when you’re in the Poconos. If  you think the Poconos is a great place 

to vacation, just wait until you see the poker room.
• Deepstacks Live will be making another stop at Parx Casino on 

April 28 for a “1-Day 1K” power poker course. Deepstacks Live, 
known for having some of  the biggest names in the business when 
it comes to training, has upped the ante for this one by announcing 
high-stakes pro Matt Glantz will be joining the fold. 

Alongside Tristan Wade, Randal Flowers and Ante Up strategy columnist 
Jay Houston, the team will be holding an eight-hour course that will be 
half  no-limit hold’em and half  pot-limit Omaha. Camp attendees will 
receive official Deepstacks gear, exclusive coursewear and a special 
freeroll at the conclusion of  the session. 

For more information, go to deepstacks.com.
— Cris Belkewitch is the Ante Up Atlantic City Ambassador. A member of Team 
Bustout, his insight can be found at thepokerjourney.net.

GOLDEN NUGGET ROOM Off TO GREAT START

CRIS BELKEWITCH • N.J./PHILLY

Scan the QR Code below for more New Jersey poker news 

Cyndy Violette 
was on hand 
for the open-

ing of the new 
Mount Airy 

room.
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For tourney-promo info see our Where to Play pages in back 

CHARITY DRAWS STARS
Rolled Up Poker will host a star-studded tournament at the Holi-

day Inn in Richmond, Va., on April 7 to benefit the Lupus Foun-
dation of  America. The goal is to raise money for the organization to 
make the world aware on what Lupus is and to help with research to 

find a cure. Poker pros attending: 
Jerry Yang, Greg Raymer and Andy 
Bloch. The buy-in is a $65 dona-
tion ($55 if  preregistered), and 
includes an autographed copy of  
Yang’s book, All In.

Unlimited rebuys are available 
for $40 through the first break, 
with $10 add-ons available before 

the first hand is dealt and at the first break. Players start with 6,000 
units, with 2,000 more for the first add-on and 3,000 more for the 
second add-on. Levels last 20 minutes. 

Players knocking out a pro earn a $50 bounty. For more informa-
tion and registration, visit rolleduppokerclub.com.

BACK-TO-BACK: Having a bad-beat jackpot hit is supposed to be a rare 
occurrence, but at Dover Downs Hotel and Casino, the jackpot hit on 
consecutive days. On Feb. 10, the jackpot netted $129,572 and was 
divided incrementally among six players at the table. This is one of  
four of  the largest bad beats to hit in Delaware, all at Dover Downs. 

On Feb. 11, the jackpot hit again, this time for $77,404. John Wil-
liams of  Solomons, Md., received a check for $38,702, representing 50 
percent of  the jackpot for his aces full of  queens. A Chester, Va., man 
received a consolation payout of  $19,351 for his quad jacks. The rest 
was split among the other players at the table.

DPPC: The Delaware Park Poker Classic was wrapping up as Ante 
Up went to press, so be sure to pick up our next issue for a full report 
and results.
— Michael Young is the Ante Up Ambassador for the Mid-Atlantic area. Email 
him at anteupmike@gmail.com.

MICHAEL YOUNG • MID-ATLANTIC
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Event 1 • $600 NLHE
Entries: 313 • Pool: $160,913
Winners: Joe Smith, 
Mike Zagorites, $28,792*

Event 2 • $180 NLHE
Entries: 288 • Pool: $43,301
Winner: Steven Gilman, $4,500*

Event 3 • $230 NLHE
Entries: 175 • Pool: $16,450
Winner: James Morris, $3,800

Event 4 • $120 NLHE
Entries: 78 • Pool: $9,700
Winner: Charles Bunker, $970*

Event 5 • $300 NLHE
Entries: 855 • Pool: $215,630
Winner: Je Wook Oh, $46,253

Event 6 • $120 NLHE
Entries: 393• Pool: $38,121
Winner: Juno Kim, $5K

Event 7 • $230 NLHE
Entries: 264 • Pool: $51,215
Winner: Chris Papa, $8,111

Event 8 • $120 NLHE
Entries: 245 • Pool: $23,765
Winner: William McAnirlin, $4K

Event 9 • $230 Bounty
Entries: 285 • Pool: $26,790
Winner: Peter Shapiro, $6,430

Event 10 • $120 NLHE
Entries: 205 • Pool: $19,885
Winner: Dan Yanofski, $2,826*

Event 11 • $400 NLHE
Entries: 391 • Pool: $132,744
Winner: Mike Correnti, $31,594

Event 12 • $120 NLHE
Entries: 256 • Pool: $24,832
Winner: Rob Courtney, $4,900

Event 13 • $230 Bounty
Entries: 318 • Pool: $29,891
Winner: Daniel Bunker, $4,900

$1,200 Main Event
Entries: 362 • Pool: $382,742
Winner: Andy St. Hilaire, $91,859

Event 15 • $180 NLHE
Entries: 262 • Pool: $39,391 
Winner: Piseth Khun, $9,454

Event 16 • $180 NLHE
Entries: 241 • Pool: $36,234
Winner: Joshua Good, $4,500
* Denotes chop

Mega Stack Challenge, Foxwoods, Feb. 4-12
Connecticut

Wook Oh

Correnti

St. Hilaire



COLORADO

It’s fair to say Heartland Poker Tour loves coming to Black Hawk, 
and the affection is mutual. Last fall’s event, the 10th at the Golden 

Gates, set a Heartland record with a prize pool that topped $1 mil-
lion. Jen Mastrud, general manager and public-relations director for 

the HPT, said she expects this 
month’s event, running April 
9-22, to do even better.

“That tournament kind of  be-
came legendary for us, that’s the 
one that everyone wants to go 
to,” Mastrud said. “We expect to 
meet (the $1 million pool) or ex-
ceed it this 

time around. We’ve been there so many times; 
they really have it down. And who doesn’t love 
Black Hawk? It’s scenic; it’s fun; it’s a great vibe 
there.”

Last fall’s event was influential in several 
ways. It attracted 668 players and its payout 
saw a 35 percent increase over the previous 
Golden Gates HPT. It was won by the appro-
priately named Craig Casino (his real name), who 
cashed $293,270. 

That was the first time in the tournament’s 
history where players were allowed to re-enter 
the main event if  they’d been knocked out in 
any of  the first few levels, an adjustment that 
helped build the seven-figure prize pool and 
prompted HPT to retain that structure change 
(with a few adjustments) in its 2012 events. Ca-
sino busted out twice before coming back to win 
the 2011 event.

Mastrud is careful to be clear there’s a big difference between re-
entry and rebuy, as the latter can prompt concerns about overly loose 

and unpredictable play: “It’s not a rebuy. (Players) are not buying more 
chips; they’re buying into a completely new flight if  they’re knocked 
out. They back come in as if  they’re a new player, just one more body 
in the field. (You’ll hear) a player say, ‘I just knocked this guy out, now 
he’s sitting across the room,’ but he’s just like a fresh player investing 
into the pool.”

She estimated that feedback on the change has been “conserva-
tively, 90 percent positive. It’s been hugely successful… For players to 
commit the time and the travel to come from out of  market, they want 
to know that they have a couple of  bullets; if  they take a bad beat on 
the first hand, their (tournament) isn’t over.”

That’s a fair concern, given that Black Hawk is somewhat remote, 
even for Denver players; you don’t want to 
make that steep drive up the mountain and 
turn right back around. Skip Levin, who lives 
a few hours away in the Ft. Collins area and 
plans to play the Golden Gates HPT main 
event, considers it an ultimately necessary 
tweak.

“It probably does more good than harm, 
and it’s putting more money in, so you know 
that’s the way things are going to go,” Levin 
said. “You just have to adjust your play up 
front and know what you’re getting into. … 
The villain might not be playing for his life, or 
he might, so you’re in the driver’s seat if  you 
can read that.”

Mastrud also said HPT is popular in the 
Centennial state because its national TV show 
runs “almost around the clock” in the Colo-

rado markets. The episodes featuring the April 
event’s TV table will run the weeks of  June 26-July 4 and July 5-11. 
— Rick Gershman is Ante Up’s Colorado Ambassador. You can email him at 
rickgershman@gmail.com.

HPT HAPPILY RETURNS TO BLACK HAWK

INTERESTED IN COLORADO OR PNW TOURNAMENTS AND PROMOTIONS? TURN TO OUR WHERE TO PLAY PAGES IN THE BACK OF THE MAGAZINE.

RICK GERSHMAN • COLORADO

PACIFIC NORTHWEST

The Northern Quest Casino hosted the largest tournament in 
Spokane, Wash.-area history as players vied for a prize pool of  

$210,000, which included $50,000 added. Dale Gilliam of  Spokane, on 
the first hand of  heads-up play, spiked a queen on the river to beat the 

small pocket pair of  Taylor Henry of  
Spokane. It put 11 million chips 
in front of  Gilliam and left Henry 
with 400K. The next hand was 
an all-in push and Gilliam’s hand 
held up for the $50K first-place 
prize and the championship.

ANGEL GALA: Good news from 
the Angel of  the Winds Casino 
poker room. Its three-year anni-

versary gala is planned with prizes and TV giveaways for March 31. 
Yes this is the April issue of  Ante Up, but we think we got it out in time 

for you to go. Get a full house and win a ticket for the anniversary 
drawing. Also, try the new Saturday night 6:30 NLHE tournament, a 
$90 buy-in with a $10 entry fee.

TWO BAD BEATS IN ONE: The Snoqualmie Casino near Seattle had its 
bad-beat jackpot hit recently, and while the amount won was modest, 
it was how it happened that is most interesting as it came in a $2-$5 
NLHE game. 

One player’s quad aces beat another’s quad queens. Not too spe-
cial, right? There’s a twist. They got it all-in preflop and the flop was 
Q-Q-A, which was good enough to qualify for the bad beat, but an-
other ace on the river reversed their fates, giving the aces the winning 
hand, but now the smaller portion of  the jackpot. Talk about a bad 
beat on a bad beat!
— Dr. Barton Gratt is the Ante Up Ambassador for the Pacific Northwest. Email 
him at anteupbarton@gmail.com and you can read more from him at pokersto-
riesandmore.com.

Gilliam earns $50K in historic Northern Quest victory

BARTON GRATT • PACIFIC NW

Will Craig Casino defend his 
HPT Golden Gates title?
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Poker in Las Vegas has many unique aspects, some more controver-
sial than others. One of  the most talked-about policies in Nevada 

poker rooms by visitors from outside of  the state is the allowance of  
poker room employees to play in their cardrooms. 

The Nevada Gaming Control Board is unique in that it allows 
poker dealers to play in their 
rooms’ games whether on or off  
the clock, upon management ap-
proval. It’s then up to the room 
management to decide the spe-
cifics in that allowance. Standard 
regulations include they not be in 
uniform and they are not permit-
ted to drink alcohol while clocked 

in. Many rooms add restrictions such as employees aren’t eligible for 
jackpot promotions (though they pay the same jackpot as every play-
er), or they’re not allowed to drink alcoholic beverages even if  they’re 
playing when off  the clock. 

Despite the rather liberal allowance by the NGCB, casino opera-
tors use their discretion at how to handle dealers wanting to play. It’s 
really a double-edged sword in the minds of  many in management. 

On one hand, allowing employees to play helps build games and 
contribute to the house drop. Employees are customers, too, and forc-
ing them to play elsewhere (when they’re going to play anyway) is the 
equivalent of  sending you’re most dedicated and loyal customers out 
the door. 

On the other hand, the bread and butter of  every poker room 
is the players, which greatly outnumber the employees, and if  
the players are uncomfortable playing alongside someone who 
may have just dealt to them, they may opt to not return to 
that poker room in the future. This creates a delicate line that 
management must walk alongside when deciding the house 
rules when it comes to employees who want to play.

Reading Internet message boards and listening to 
tourists at the table complain about dealers be-
ing allowed to play in the game, I begin to 
wonder if  the person has any idea how pok-
er is different from the pit. 

Chances are if  you’re reading Ante Up 
Magazine, you’re a poker player. Though 
you may never have played poker in Las 
Vegas, we as poker players have one basic 
understanding of  the game: It’s players vs. 
players. 

Unlike blackjack, roulette, keno or slot 
machines, there’s no house edge in poker. 
We, as players, are basically renting the 

table and the dealer from the casino to play poker. The profit margin 
on poker is low for a casino because of  this, and at one time, the poker 
rooms in Las Vegas were leased out from the casinos and run by inde-
pendent individuals. 

Times have changed, of  course. Casinos have come to realize that 
not only the individual house rake comes into play when it comes to 
profitability, but so does the marketing aspects, player loyalty and an-
cillary profits from the players by way of  restaurant, retail and ex-
tracurricular gambling that the poker players and significant others 
participate in while on the property to play poker. But one thing has 
not changed: It’s still players vs. players, and many dealers are players, 
too.

Being a poker dealer is no easy job. Dealing cards to players 40 
hours a week and depending on their voluntary per-hand tips can be 
a tough living, especially if  your room is slow or the game is full of  
stiffs (those who don’t tip). Plus, the most poker dealers in Las Vegas 
are “Extra Board” meaning they’re not full-time employees and aren’t 
guaranteed hours each week. 

Just because one is assigned to an eight-hour shift does NOT mean 
they’ll be dealing for eight hours (the equivalent of  16 downs or rota-
tions into a game). 

There are breaks, tournament rotations, chip running and a host of  
other activities that prevent a consistent number of  hands from being 
dealt all day. Adding this to the fact they must deal with poker play-
ers every day (who often are not the most pleasant people), at the end 

of  a shift, they often want to sit down and play. Nevada casinos are 
unique in that they are welcome to do just that.

Players who constantly complain that a room allows em-
ployees to play are often just looking for a scapegoat for 
their losses. 

The reality is the more players a room has, even if  
they’re employed by the cardroom, the more games will be 

offered. With so many poker rooms desperate for players, 
banning employees from playing is not only bad customer 

service, it’s bad for business. Thankfully, the Nevada Gaming 
Control Board understands this and allows employees to 

play where they work. 
— Michael Hamai (a.k.a LasVegasMichael) resides in Las 
Vegas and is content manager and editor of AllVegasPoker.
com. You can follow him on Twitter @LasVegasMichael or 
email him at Michael@AllVegasPoker.com.

LAS VEGAS DEALERS ARE PLAYERS, TOO

ALL NEW!LAS VEGAS 
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MICHAEL HAMAI • LAS VEGAS

Would you deny this dealer his chance 
to play poker in his room?
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HUGE UPGRADES fOR GRAND CHALLENGE SERIES 
MGM brings in Matt Savage to run tournament series (April 19-May 6) that has incredible game variety.
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RECENT EPISODES
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Listen ON FRIDAYS to the award-winning, 
longest running poker show on the planet!
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Co-hosts  
Chris Cosenza 
and Scott Long 

of Ante Up 
Magazine

Subscribe for 
free on iTunes 
or listen each 
week on our 

website.

FEB. 17
Mark Hoke of SSR 

FEB. 24
SoFla. Expansion 

MARCH 2
Chip Dumping 

MARCH 9
5-Card Draw 

MARCH 16
Dream Team

By Christopher Cosenza

The slogan for the MGM Grand Challenge Series 
(April 19-May 6) is “Go Big or Go Home.” And it looks 
like MGM is taking its own advice. This year’s series, which 
has one of  the most diverse schedules ever found, will have 
famed tournament director Matt Savage at the helm.

“It brings instant credibility to the series and instant 
name recognition,” director of  poker Robert Moore said. 
“Because this was only our second tournament series we 
felt bringing in a players’ tournament director like Matt 
Savage would really put us on the map.”

And Savage had his hands all over this series, something 
that will no doubt please (and attract) players. Schedule 
(30 events) and details are on the ad on the next page.

“Matt is known for his great structures in the poker 
community and I pretty much let him put together what 
he wanted to,” Moore said. “I think we have a great series 
and variety of  events, everything from NLHE to PLO to 
H.O.R.S.E. to Omaha/8 to Chinese poker, so there’s go-
ing to be something for every player, and buy-ins will be 
from $150 all the way up to $1,600 (main event, May 1), 
so something for every budget also.”

The main event, which begins at noon, also counts to-
ward the Ante Up Player of  the Year race.

There will be a $1,090 event (capped at 40 players) that’s 

half  Chinese poker and half  deuce-to-seven on April 29. 
“That’s a way for us to create some exposure for some 

of  the professional players who may not have ever played 
here,” Moore said. “Chinese is a game that’s rarely spread 
in tournaments, so what better way to get them over here 
to see how great our room is?”

Another great way to attract pros is to enlist an active 
poker ambassador, something MGM did in early March 
by hiring popular poker pro Karina Jett.

“We’re looking to do a lot of  things here,” Moore said. 
“We already have one of  the best rooms in Las Vegas that 
no one knows about. Everyone knows about Aria, Bella-
gio, Venetian, and we want to get in that game, so we’re 
bringing in Matt Savage for our tournaments; we’re bring-
ing in Karina Jett as an ambassador to draw more atten-
tion to our room. 

“She’s going to help with our marketing efforts, our so-
cial media efforts. She’s already brought her H.O.R.S.E. 
tournament over from the M. … We see big things for our 
poker room moving forward.”

Jett, who said she’ll be playing the series’ H.O.R.S.E. 
and ladies events, is excited about her new relationship 
with MGM.

“Just working with Rob and seeing what he wants to do 
in poker is great,” she said. “I’m very excited to have this 
opportunity.” S 

Matt Savage and 
Karina Jett  have 

much respect 
within the poker 

community, 
something MGM 
is banking on for 
its Grand series 

and beyond. 
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Competitive market closes two more rooms
Reno recently lost two poker rooms that were unable to survive in 

the highly competitive market. Circus Circus and Harrah’s were 
forced to close their rooms as the 
recent expansion of  poker rooms, 
such as the Peppermill and Atlan-
tis, has made it difficult for com-
peting rooms to hold their share 
of  the market.

The Reno poker economy first 
took a hit when California legal-
ized poker a few decades ago, and 

then again when tribal casinos were introduced. Thunder Valley, a 
tribal casino between Sacramento and Reno, has become a major 

contender with the Reno poker scene.
With the increase in competition and the loss of  players, Reno 

found itself  with too many poker rooms and not enough business 
to accommodate them all. It was only a matter of  time before these 
smaller rooms would become obsolete. With these recent changes, 
players will be consolidated to the remaining rooms, hopefully mak-
ing for better quality games.

Circus Circus had been open since 1978 and Harrah’s long before 
that. Both rooms hosted the best games in town back in their day. 
While both properties have been a staple in Reno for many years, they 
have dealt their last hands of  poker. … for now.
— Cordell Howard is Ante Up’s Ambassador for Reno. Email him at antupcory@
gmail.com.

CORDELL HOWARD • RENO

By Todd Lamansky
Sin City local Keith Ferrera topped a pro-

heavy field of  254 and a final table that in-
cluded Will “The Thrill” Failla and Paul Lieu to 
win the Venetian Deep Stack Extravaganza’s 
$2,500 main event in February. 

He pocketed $139,720 for the victory, the 
second largest payday of  his career, to bring 
his lifetime earnings to $834,273. Ferrara 
also has six World Series cashes, including 
one in the 2008 main event.

The Venetian’s 2012 DSE kicked off  Jan. 
26 on the casino floor of  the Palazzo. Con-
fused? The hotels are sister properties owned 
by Las Vegas Sands Corp. The series ran 
through Feb. 21 and featured 30 events, a 
variety of  games with buy-ins ranging from 
$340-$2,500 and several $150 NLHE big-
bounty tournaments that weren’t part of  the 
official schedule.

Cary Katz, another local pro, finished first 
in two tournaments: Event 6 ($450 NLHE 

big bounty) and Event 12 ($550 NLHE). He 
took home $35,614 for the victories, giving 
him $570,604 lifetime earnings. He, too, has 
six WSOP cashes, including the 2009 main 
event.

WSOP bracelet-winner Eric Baldwin, who 
lives in Henderson, had the most cashes in 
the series (five) totaling almost $20K, more 
than half  coming from his first-place finish in 
Event 24 ($450 NLHE).

Other local pros with strong finishes in 
the series included Bryan Devonshire (second, 
$1,070 NLHE), Chip Jett (third, $340 NLHE) 
and Justin Young, who cashed twice, including 
a first in Event 27 ($340 NLHE). 

Stacey Nutini, who appeared in the June 
2011 issue of  Ante Up after her win in the Or-
leans Open Main Event, won the $340 LIPS 
tournament at a final table that included 
Karina Jett (sixth).

The next installment of  the DSE will run 
alongside the WSOP from May 24-July 15.

Event 1 • $340 NLHE 
Entries: 569 • Prize Pool: $164,725
Winner: Jeff Manza, $37,891

Event 2 • $340 NLHE 
Entries: 231 • Prize Pool: $66,875
Winner: Tom Leto, $16,047

Event 3 • $550 NLHE 
Entries: 101 • Prize Pool: $48,733
Winner: David Singontiko, $14,619

Event 4 • $340 Omaha/8 
Entries: 117 • Prize Pool: $10,162
Winner: Andrew Yeh, $10,162

Event 5 • $340 NLHE
Entries: 194 • Prize Pool: $56,163
Winner: Carl Horton, $15,163

Event 6 • $450 Bounty 
Entries: 166 • Prize Pool: $64,076
Winner: Cary Katz, $12,818

Event 7 • $340 H.O.R.S.E. 
Entries: 94 • Prize Pool: $27,213
Winner: Dan Sindelar, $7,619

Event 8 • $340 NLHE 
Entries: 205 • Prize Pool: $59,348
Winner: Ben Alcober, $14,239

Event 9 • $340 NLHE 
Entries: 255 • Prize Pool: $73,822
Winner: Ben Ashen, $17,720

Event 10 • $340 PLO 
Entries: 85 • Prize Pool: $24,608
Winner: David Marmor, $7,874

Event 11 • $340 NLHE 
Entries: 286 • Prize Pool: $82,797
Winner: Bruce Greenberg, $19,868

Event 12 • $550 NLHE 
Entries: 175 • Prize Pool: $84,438
Winner: Cary Katz, $22,796

Event 13 • $340 Ladies 
Entries: 80 • Prize Pool: $23,280
Winner: Stacey Nutini, $7,449

Event 14 • $340 NLHE 
Entries: 256 • Prize Pool: $74,112
Winner: Paul Kroh, $17,790

Event 15 • $450 Bounty 
Entries: 180 • Prize Pool: $51,480
Winner: Vance Essak, $13,897

Event 16 • $340 O/8-Stud/8 
Entries: 102 • Prize Pool: $29,529
Winner: William Carroll, $8,268

Event 17 • $340 NLHE 
Entries: 609 • Prize Pool: $176,306
Winner: William Habush, $39,658

Event 18 • $340 PLO 
Entries: 56 • Prize Pool: $16,212
Winner: Carter Gill, $5,674

Event 19 • $550 NLHE 
Entries: 138 • Prize Pool: $ 66,585
Winner: Donald Offord, $19,976

Event 20 • $340 NLHE 
Entries: 256 • Prize Pool: $74,112
Winner: Paul Spitzberg, $17,790

Event 21 • $340 NLHE 
Entries: 82 • Prize Pool: $79,130
Winner: Matthew Schulte, $25,322

Event 22 • $340 H.O.R.S.E. 
Entries: 82 • Prize Pool: $23,739
Winner: Daniel Plonsker, $8,072

Event 23 • $340 NLHE 
Entries: 164 • Prize Pool: $47,478
Winner: Sean Small, $12,820

Event 24 • $450 Bounty 
Entries: 117 • Prize Pool: $33,462
Winner: Eric Baldwin, $10,041

Event 25 • $340 PLO-PLO/8
Entries: 53 • Prize Pool: $15,344
Winner: Thomas William, $5,370

Event 26 • $340 NLHE 
Entries: 214 • Prize Pool: $61,953
Winner: Andreas Hoivold, $14,875

Event 27 • $340 NLHE 
Entries: 278 • Prize Pool: $80,481
Winner: Justin Young, $19,317

Event 28 • $340 PLO 
Entries: 66 • Prize Pool: $19,107
Winner: Joseph Felder, $6,115

Event 29 • $550 NLHE 
Entries: 222 • Prize Pool: $107,115
Winner: Larry Wight, $25,709

$2,500 Main Event
Entries: 254 • Prize Pool: $582,168
Winner: Keith Ferrera, $139,720

Deep Stack Extravaganza, Venetian, Las Vegas, Jan. 26-Feb. 21

fERRERA WINS VENETIAN DSE MAIN EVENT

Keith Ferrera also had a deep run 
in the recent WPT main event at 
the Hard Rock in Hollywood, Fla. 
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When the Department of  Justice seized the domains of  major 
poker sites last year, it dramatically changed the poker land-

scape. Minnesota poker professional Jason Senti, best known for 
his seventh-place finish in the 2010 World Series of  Poker 

Main Event, was af-
fected by Black Friday 
for sure.

Senti didn’t play 
much online between 
the time he made the 
main-event final table and 
March 2011. He planned to get 
back to grinding lots of  online 
poker from March until the begin-

ning of  the 2011 WSOP, where he planned to play about 30 tourna-
ments. In fact, he did play 5-10 hours a day five days a week for the 
month leading up to April 15.

“Then (Black Friday) hit and I didn’t know what to do,” he said. 
With so much uncertainty in the future of  a reliable poker income 
he decided to change his plans. He played only a handful of  WSOP 
tournaments and instead concentrated on playing the lucrative cash 
games. Senti has maintained his position as a pro for the online train-
ing site Blue Fire Poker, as well as taking on the role of  being a poker 
ambassador for the Canterbury Park cardroom, which hosts an HPT 
event this month (April 19-29, see ad below).  

However the desire to play online poker has prompted Senti to set 

up a second residence in Vancouver, where he can play online poker 
on the largest sites available. He’s optimistic poker will be regulated 

in the United States soon.
“If  poker was reasonably regulated within the U.S., I 

would probably have to plan on playing far more poker 
than I (ever have) in the first couple of  years following 
(regulation),” Senti said.

For now, he’ll continue to commute to Canada to play 
poker and hope for U.S. regulation. If  regulation doesn’t 

come, he’ll eventually need to decide to move somewhere 
else to play professionally or perhaps make a career change. But 

for now, he’s hopeful online poker regulation is on the horizon.
MPST: Rodger Johnson of  Grand Forks, N.D., won the 

record-setting Mid-States Poker Tour at Running 
Aces Harness Park in Columbus, Minn., on Feb 
4-19. 

Johnson took home $79,185 after beating a 
field of  311 in the second MSPT event he has 
played. MSPT events this season have a Day 
1A and 1B. This helped this event have more en-
trants than any tournament with a similar buy-in 
held by the MSPT or Running Aces.

JEOPARDY: Canterbury Park dealer Kirby Burnett was a Jeopardy champ 
for two days, winning $59,800.
— John Somsky is the Ante Up Ambassador for Minnesota. You can email him at 
john.somsky@gmail.com.

SENTI MAKING THE MOST Of SITUATION
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OKLAHOMA/KANSAS

Plumbing contractor Terry Presley of  Huntsville, Ark., won Down-
stream Casino’s Heartland Poker Tour event on Feb. 27, taking 

home $76,892. As a Downstream Casino regular, Presley was happy 
to outlast the 207-player field, including pro Gavin Smith, and showcase 
his poker playing talent on television.

“I didn’t come here for sixth-
place money,” Presley said during 
the final table to HPT’s Jen Mas-
trud. “If  I catch any cards today, 
these guys are in trouble.” The 
final hand came down between 
Presley and Robert Bratton of  Rog-
ers, Ark. Bratton’s chips were all-in 
preflop with J-2, which was 

no match to Presley’s A-Q.
Bratton, who barely made it to the event after his car died 

on the way to the event, was chipleader when he reached 
the final table. Bratton thanked “the best girlfriend ever” for 
encouraging him to play and his second-place winnings of  
$44,670 can afford him a more reliable vehicle.

But the action wasn’t all on the tournament felt. Cash games 
thrived, especially in the first several days of  the event. Waiting lists 
were long and some cash players offered $100 to players in exchange 
for their seat at the table. The most popular game was $1-$2 no-limit 
accompanied by $2-$5 no-limit and $5-$10 Omaha. 

Smith played in the $1-$2 NLHE and he kept moving all-in with his 

$200 max buy-in. Though it frustrated some players at his table, the 
rest were thrilled to have his chips there. It made for juicy cash games 
later in the night as stack sizes increased.

Downstream’s next event is the Four-States Poker Championship, 
which will run May 24- June 3. 

CHAD BROWN CHALLENGE: Choctaw Casino in Durant, Okla., will host 
the Chad Brown Poker Challenge on April 19-29 (See ad next page). 
Brown will be on hand, along with a special guest appearance from 
Men “Master” Nguyen, as this series features buy-ins starting at $200 and 
a $2,000 main event. 

There will be a live broadcast and nightly tournaments as cheap 
as $125. Book your room by calling 580-931-8340. Use offer code 
12122 and receive room rates in the Grand Tower from $79-$99 or 

visit choctawcasinos.com/durant. Visit us next issue for a look 
at the winner of  Choctaw’s Spring Break Poker Challenge, 

which ran March 15-18. 
• Also in our May issue will be a recap of  Cherokee Ca-

sino’s Ozark Poker Championship (March 13-18) in West 
Siloam Springs, Okla., and more about how Kansas poker 

action has been heating up this year with the opening of  two 
cardrooms. Hollywood Casino at Kansas Speedway has hit the 

scene with a bang and a popular $1-$3 NLHE game and Kansas 
Star Casino just outside of  Wichita in Mulvane has opened a tempo-
rary room with five tables.
— Crystalynn Harris is the Ante Up Ambassador for the Oklahoma-Kansas area. 
You can email her at crystalynn@anteupmagazine.com.

Presley takes down HPT event, nearly $77K

CRYSTALYNN HARRIS • OKLA.
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River City makes final HPT adjustments

The Heartland Poker Tour at River City Casino, which was still 
running as Ante Up went to press, dodged a huge bullet just a few 

weeks before the event came to town. 
The event was scheduled to be played in Judy’s Velvet Lounge in-

side the casino to accommodate 
the expected increase in players, 
but it was determined the video 
poker bar was on the barge and 
the lounge and stage were on the 
dock. This required a redesign 
with tables placed outside the 
poker room. Why?

“Missouri law limits all gam-
bling to the floating portion of  the licensed gaming facility,” Missouri 
Gaming Commission enforcement manager Les Hahn said.

While the MGC can be seen as inflexible, it has come quite far 
in accommodating large tournaments. Buy-in limits were removed 
in 2008 and tournament buy-in procedures and operations have im-
proved with each tournament series. 

The list of  approved games, which makes for good variety for a 
series, includes hold’em, stud (five- and seven-card), five-card draw, 
Omaha and pineapple.

The MGC was created when riverboat casinos were approved in 
1992. Riverboat casinos began cruising on two-hour excursions, but 
this evolved into floating barges in moats, which enabled casinos to be 
designed to look like buildings that merged the barges with the dock-
side buildings. Look for River City’s HPT results in our next issue.
— Don Matusofsky is Ante Up’s Missouri Ambassador. You can email him at 
anteupdonm@gmail.com.

DON MATUSOFSKY • MISSOURI

MISSOURI

More than 2,500 players are expected April 5-14 for the Horse-
shoe Casino in Southern Indiana during the nine scheduled 

events for the Midwest Regional Championship.
Poker manager Jimmy Allen attributes the increase of  attendance to 

an unprecedented guarantee in 
prize pools. 

“We are guaranteeing prize 
pools this year as well as adding a 
seat to the World Series of  Poker 
Main Event,” he said. “Eight of  
the nine scheduled events are of-
fering guarantees ranging from 
$5K to $25K.

It’s anticipated the largest fields will be Event 1 (April 5, no-limit 
hold’em, three days, $230) and Event 3 (April 8, $345 NLHE). These 
events guarantee $25K and $20K, respectively.

With daily single-table tournaments beginning April 5 and super 
and mega satellites on April 13, there will be plenty of  opportunity to 
win a seat into the $750 main event on April 14.

POKER FOR SIGHT: About 20 minutes north of  downtown Indianapo-
lis, the Westfield Lions Club will host its biannual Poker for Sight char-
ity tournament on April 20-21 in Noblesville. 

This $135 charity event is one of  the largest in Indiana, with nearly 
300 players expected to play. The top 15 percent of  each of  the three 
qualifying sessions will move on to the championship round April 21 
at 5:30 p.m. There will be one rebuy and one add-on, and $10K goes 
to first place. For more details, go to lionspoker.org
— R.C. Thorne is Ante Up’s Southern Indiana Ambassador. Email him at anteu-
prc@gmail.com. 

R.C. THORNE • S. INDIANA

Midwest regional returns to Horseshoe
SOUTHERN INDIANA





For the Horseshoe’s Chicago Poker Classic, it’s enjoyed incredible 
growth since its inaugural event in 2009. Back then, five tourna-

ments combined had 474 entries with a prize pool of  $672K. This 
year’s $240 buy-in opener saw an amazing 2,621 entrants creating a 

prize pool of  $545K. Winner Paul 
Gibbons took home $97,192. 

Chicago native Aaron Massey 
won the pot-limit Omaha event 
and David To from Hoffman Estates 
won the seven-game event.

Anthony Marsico, a 26-year-old 
pro from the Chicago area, bested 
a 360-player field for the title and 

$265,825.
“This feels good, I’m a little bit tired, but it feels good,” Marsico 

said after a four-day tournament in which he had the chip lead for 
Days 2 and 3 as well.

WCPC: The December 2011 Windy City Poker Championship events 
begin broadcasting on Comcast SportsNet Chicago every Sunday (for 
four weeks) at 7 p.m. (CT) starting April 8. Check local listings for ad-
ditional dates and times. Other networks include Bright House Sports 
Network, Cox-CST Cable and Comcast SportsNet Mid-Atlantic. The 
WCPC has its next event in the works, a four-day televised charity 
event at the American Legion in Tinley Park on June 21-24.

HPT: The Heartland Poker Tour will be at Majestic Star from May 
11-20.

MARISCO WINS CHICAGO POKER CLASSIC 
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Anthony Marisco celebrates his main-event win 
and the $265K he received for his victory.



In March, the Iowa state senate voted 29-20 to approve Senate File 
2275, legislation to create an online poker network. Before the 

vote, Senate Majority Leader Mike Gronstal, D-Council Bluffs, said he 
thought the bill would face stiffer opposition in the Republican-con-

trolled House, an opinion shared 
by House Speaker Kraig Paulsen, R-
Hiawatha. 

This makes it clear that action is 
needed from Iowa’s poker players. 
If  you’d like to see this bill passed, 
call your state senator and con-
gressmen (numbers can be found 
at theppa.org).

CASH GAMES INCREASE: The Mystique Casino in Dubuque has been 
drawing more cash players for bigger games recently. The active $2-$5 
no-limit hold’em game that runs on Wednesday nights is now going on 
Saturday evenings, too. 

This increased activity has led to the scheduling a $5-$10 NLHE 
game that was held March 24. A few days after the signup sheet was 
available, there were 20 names on it. I’d look for another big game 
soon. For tournament players, Mystique has added a new monthly 
tournament with a $115 buy-in that runs the day before the $220 
buy-in.
— Ken Warren is the Ante Up Ambassador for Iowa. You can email him at 
anteupken@gmail.com.

Greektown Casino showers you with cash 
We have all heard of  spring showers, but Showers of  Cash? That’s 

what Greektown Casino is calling its promotion that runs to April 
17. Greektown will have a $200 
drawing every two hours from 11 
a.m. until 11 p.m. every Tuesday 
until the promotion ends. Winners 
must be present to win and any un-
claimed prize rolls over to the next 
drawing.

Cash and tournament play-
ers receive tickets every time they 

make a straight or better.  They also can win 25 tickets if  they lose a 
hand with pocket aces. But aces or not, you have to be a Club Greek-
town member to participate. New Club Greektown members receive 

a ticket for that week’s drawing just for registering.
Said Greektown poker room manager Sandra Gates: “Tuesday is a 

great day to run the drawing because we are so busy on Tuesdays. It is 
not unusual for us to have 10 tables of  cash games running.”

Not only is Greektown running the usual $3-$6 limit hold’em and 
$1-$2 NLHE games, but on Tuesdays it also runs $5-$10 limit, $5-$10 
Omaha/8 and $5-$10 PLO.

All that action will be drenched with dollars as Greektown dumps 
$1,400 every Tuesday for eight weeks to a few lucky winners. Cer-
tainly makes it easier to trade that winter snow for April showers.
— Frank Panama and Gambit Gras are Ante Up’s Michigan Ambassadors. They 
host the Michigan Poker Monster weekly podcast at mipokermonster.com. Email 
them at anteupmichigan@gmail.com.

Buss wins Ho-Chunk Dells bounty event
Every three months, Ho-Chunk Gaming Wisconsin Dells hosts a 

$220 bounty tournament that has proved to be one of  the most popu-
lar events in south central Wiscon-
sin. The latest tournament, which 
took place Feb. 19, drew 104 en-
trants and created a prize pool of  
$20,800.

Among the entrants were two 
“celebrity” bounties, local radio 
personality Johnny Danger and 
yours truly. We each had a $400 

bounty on our head, which complemented the 10 mystery bounties 
spread throughout the field and made going going all-in a risky propo-
sition. Danger’s pocket fives ran into a bigger pair and he was elimi-
nated with around 40 players remaining. I managed to do a little bet-
ter, but ultimately fell in 15th place, three spots shy of  the money. In 
the end, it was Thomas Buss who would capture the title and $7,072.

Here are the rest of  the results: Gregory LaVery, $3,744; Blake Richards, 
$2,080; Edward Brock, $1,664; Randy Reeves, $1,456; Jason Christy, $1,248; 
Thomas Martin; $1,040; James Gagnon, $832; Oscar Jackson, $624; Anthony 
Panagopoulos, $416;  Joshua Peterson, $322 and Gene Mahlum, $301
To learn more on Ho-Chunk Gaming Wisconsin Dells, call 800-746-
2486 ext. 2190.
— Chad Holloway is Ante Up’s Wisconsin Ambassador. He’s a senior writer for
PokerNews.com and a member of Team Blue Shark Optics. Email him at
anteupchad@yahoo.com or follow him on Twitter @ChadAHolloway.       

CHAD HOLLOWAY • WISCONSIN

KEN WARREN • IOWA

FRANK PANAMA • MICHIGAN

IOWA ONLINE POKER BILL PASSES SENATE
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MIDWEST ROUNDUP

STATE NEWS: State Rep. Lou Lang, D-Skokie, has introduced 
some changes with the Illinois Charitable Games Act that 
passed the House. ICGA regulations were created in 1984, 
the same year the WSOP main event had 132 entries. With 
the state capital having little understanding of  the poker 
industry, regulations were created making it difficult for 
charities to operate. Some of  the new regulations that will 
go to the Senate include having Illinois Gaming Board take 
control over previous held Illinois Department of  Revenue. 
Other changes include increasing the maximum cash win-
nings to $500 (increase from $250), charities will be allowed 
to operate 12 charitable games events yearly (vs. only four 
per year now).
— “Chicago” Joe Giertuga is Ante Up’s Chicagoland Ambassador. 
Email him at chicago.joe@comcast.net.

Continued from previous page

Event 1 • $240 NLHE
Entrants: 2,621 • Pool: $525,349
Winner: William Gibbons, $97,192

Event 2 • $350 NLHE
Entrants: 868 • Pool: $264,463
Winner: Paul Han, $56,861

Event 3 $240 NLHE w/rbs
Entrants: 196 • Pool: $115,321
Winner: Musa Taher, $30,559

Event 4 • $560 7-Game
Entrants: 159 • Pool: $93,990
Winner: David To, $26,317

Event 5 • $240 NLHE
Entrants: 530 • Pool: $109,695
Winner: Michael Schneider, $25,230

Event 6 • $1,100 Heads-Up
Entrants: 220 • Pool: $250,275
Winner: Kevin McColgan, $70,082

Event 7 • $350 PLO w/rbs
Entrants: 126 • Pool: $141,176
Winner: Aaron Massey, $40,940

$3,125 Main Event
Entrants: 360 • Pool: $1.1M
Winner: Anthony Marsico, $265,825

Event 9 • $350 6-Max
Entrants: 402 • Pool: $131,982
Winner: Eli Loewenthal, $34,316

Chicago Poker Classic, Horseshoe, Feb. 26-March 5

MasseyMcColganGibbons

Scan the QR Codes below for more local poker news 
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Josh Mancuso, the Borgata Winter Poker Open Main Event champ, 
started out as many poker players, in small home games with high 

school friends, and all around the time when Rounders hit the big screen. 
He then discovered online poker in 2001, playing small stakes SNGs 

on Paradise Poker. 
From there his game progressed 

to more live poker at Harrah’s 
New Orleans and Biloxi when he 
was on break from school. 

Soon after, he hit a 
bad-beat jackpot for 
$16,000, which allowed 
him to comfortably play 
$1-$2 NLHE online. It 

was then when he discovered his love for tournaments and 
started playing $55-$100 freezeouts during his first few years 
of  law school. 

In his third year of  law school, he had a breakthrough $37K tour-
nament win online. He eventually graduated in May 2008, but a few 
more really big scores persuaded him to play professionally and give 
up his legal career. 

After Black Friday, Mancuso considered following friends abroad to 
play online, but instead he decided to live in New Orleans and grind 
the cash games, usually playing $2-$5 and $5-$10 NLHE and the oc-
casional PLO game. Then a couple of  recent final tables at the Beau 
Rivage gave him the confidence to fly to New Jersey for the Borgata 

series. The tournament was a re-entry event and he busted on Day 1A, 
which left him with the decision to fly home or re-enter on Day 1B. Af-
ter talking with friends he decided to give it another shot, and he’s glad 
he did as he turned things around and navigated the field of  730-plus 
players to win more than a half-million dollars and the title. 

Mancuso said the win felt “pretty surreal” as he got many texts and 
tweets from family and friends supporting him from afar. The win felt 
amazing, he said, and the validation was just as nice as the money he 

received for the victory. Getting this big win will propel Mancuso 
to the top ranks of  the poker world.

FOSTER WINS RING: Seth Foster of  Shreveport captured his 
first World Series of  Poker Circuit ring at Harrah’s Tunica’s 
Event 10, a NLHE turbo that netted him $22,557.

KING OF THE RED: The Horseshoe in Bossier City will host 
an 18-event series this month (April 27-May 7) called the 

King of  the Red Poker Series. The tournament series will be 
highlighted by a re-entry main event on May 4 at 11 a.m. that 

sports a buy-in of  $1K. There also will be a Day 1B on May 5.
BOOMTOWN NEWS: The hold’em bad-beat jackpot at Boomtown New 

Orleans now requires four sixes beaten. The room also started a mini 
bad beat where aces full of  jacks beaten by quads or better will win 
you 10 percent of  the main bad beat (up to $5,000). And finally, the 
room has moved away from a timed rake and instituted a $3-max rake 
on all NLHE games.
— Matt Terral is the Ante Up Louisiana Ambassador. Email him at  
anteupmatt@gmail.com.

LOUISIANA

MATT TERRAL • LOUISIANA

MANCUSO CHERISHES BORGATA VICTORY
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ARIZONA

BRIAN FANZO •  ARIZONA

Arizona poker continues to grow each year, just as it has nationally, 
and area casinos are taking notice by adding new annual, and in 

some cases seasonal, deepstack no-limit hold’em tournaments to attract 
players from all over the country.

Casino Arizona’s Talking Stick 
Resort recently launched its inau-
gural $370 Winter Poker Classic, 
which had a capped field of  400 
entries and saw Chris Cronin take 
down first place, winning more 
than $50K. 

Early spring is the best time to 
visit Arizona, with perfect 80-de-

gree weather, spring-training baseball and many other major events, 
including Wild Horse Resort’s annual Poker Roundup on April 12-22, 
with $50,000 added to the prize pool. 

Looking ahead, don’t forget the eighth annual Arizona State Poker 
Championship (Aug. 10-14, $1,070) is right around the corner at Talk-
ing Stick’s poker room, a.k.a. the Arena.

LOCAL BUZZ: The idea of  TVs in poker rooms isn’t anything new, but 
Talking Stick has taken it to another level with a giant scoreboard TV 
that practically assures everyone has a great viewing seat. 

With all players able to see what’s on TV, the sports promotions seem 
to have doubled in size and has been a great addition to the Arizona 
poker scene.
— Brian Fanzo is Ante Up’s Arizona Ambassador. Email him at anteup.fanzo@
gmail.com.

Arizona tournament season is here
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CenCal PokerCenCal Poker
By Scott LongBy Scott Long

Featuring all of the natural splendor the Golden State has to offer, you can climb a mountain or swim 
in the Pacific Ocean in Central California. And when you’re ready to take your adventure inside, you’re 

sure to discover you don’t have to visit the biggest cities in the state to play some great poker.  

Aviator Casino | 661.721.7770
theaviatorcasino.com | @aviatorcasino

If  you like Mexican poker (a 5-card stud game where 
you have the option to expose your cards), this Delano 
cardroom features it prominently. At 6:30 p.m. every 
Thursday, a $30 tournament features the game, and 
occasional bigger buy-in tournaments with guarantees 
are offered as well. At noon on the last Saturday of  the 
month, the room guarantees $7,500 in its $125 buy-in 
deepstack no-limit hold’em tournament. High-hand 
and frequent player promotions are offered, too. And 
the room’s name is appropriate; it has to get Federal 
Aviation Administration approval to make any changes 
to its building.

Chukchansi Gold | 559.692.5200
chukchansigold.com | @chukchansigold   

On the doorstep to Yosemite National Park with commanding views of  the Sierras, the aptly named 3 Peaks Poker Room at this tribal 
casino in Coarsegold works to make players feel at home. Free lessons are offered, as well as private tables for groups, so you can hold your 
home game in a picturesque setting. Tournaments are every day, and play 20 hours a month and you’ll be invited to a $1,500 freeroll. Get 
a royal flush at any time and you’ll win at least $325, separate from any high-hand promotions.

Yosemite National Park is one of Central California’s treasures.

v   v   vv   v   v
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Chumash Casino | 805.686.0855
chumashcasino.com | @chumashcasino

The 14-table poker room at this elegant 
tribal casino in Santa Ynez features tourna-
ments at 10:15 every morning and at 7 p.m. on 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays. And on 
Mondays, you can play an All-In or Fold rebuy 
tournament for just $15. In addition to no-limit 
hold’em, you’ll find five-card Omaha/8 and 
high-hand promotions on Mondays. The casino 
has a free online poker site on its website where 
you can practice your game before hitting the 
casino, and after a long day at the tables, you 
can get a good night’s sleep in the resort’s AAA 
Four Diamond hotel. 

Club One Casino | 559.497.3000
clubonecasino.com | @ClubOneCasino

This cardroom, just off  all of  the major free-
ways in Fresno, takes its holidays seriously. Don’t 
believe it? It even had a tournament on Presi-
dents Day! That event followed similar ones on 
New Year’s Day and in advance of  Christmas 
and Thanksgiving. 

The room is also where you want to be for 
the next big fight. Seated players in the past 
have been invited to watch UFC for free. 

And if  you want to become the next Chris Mon-
eymaker but your tournament game isn’t sharp, simply play cash on the last Sunday of  
every month when one player will get a World Series of  Poker Main Event seat in the 
8 p.m. drawing.

Golden West Casino | 661.324.6936
goldenwestcasino.net | @GWCBakersfield

More than a mere cardroom, this Bakersfield gaming 
establishment features a 40-table dedicated poker room 
with a high-limit area and separate tournament section. 
It’s recently made tournament structures more gener-
ous, calling all of  them deepstack events. Tournaments 
run every day but Thursday and include bounty events. 
The first and last Saturday of  every month feature a 
$150 buy-in tournament with a $10,000 guaranteed 
prize pool. High-hand and aces-cracked promotions are 
offered, and Golden West will host your private poker 
party, throwing in complimentary appetizers, and your 
group is eligible for jackpots.

Tachi Palace | 559.924.7751
tachipalace.com | @tachipalace

Nearly every poker room offers promotions, but this tribal casino in Leemore sets 
itself  apart with creative twists on giveaways normally found elsewhere. Aces cracked? 
Yeah, they do it, but also “Kings Kracked” several days a week and bonuses for any 
paired paint cards that get cracked on Tuesdays. 

It keeps players on their toes on Sundays and Wednesdays with a variety of  promo-
tions in its “2-Hour Random Promos.” 

Tournaments are held most days, with the biggest events on Sundays ($85 buy-in) 
and the first Saturday of  every month ($225 buy-in with World Series of  Poker Main 
Event seats and travel money guaranteed).

More CenCal Rooms
Central Coast (Grover Beach)
slopoker.com
Diamond Jim’s (Rosamond)
diamondjimscasino.net
Eagle Mountain (Porterville)
eaglemtncasino.com
Oceana (Oceana)
oceanacardroom.com
Paiute Palace (Bishop)
paiutepalace.com
Pasa Robles (Pasa Robles)
slopoker.com
Sundowner (Visalia)
sundownercardroom.com
Table Mountain (Friant)
tmcasino.com
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When you’re playing poker, or doing anything else in life, it’s ex-
tremely beneficial to think ahead. For example, when you’re 

walking across the street, you should know what you’re going to do if  
you see a car heading right for you. 

Better yet, you could take a look in either direction 
before stepping into the street in the first place. In 

poker, before making any bet, it’s important to 
think about what that bet will make happen on 

the current street as well as the future streets 
and determine if  the possible results are in 
your best interest.

Suppose someone raised under the gun 
to three big blinds out of  their 100 big-blind 

stack and you’re in second position with AS-
JC. While A-J is normally a decent hand to 

play, in this situation it’s an easy fold because of  
what could happen on future streets. 

While A-J could be the best hand preflop, think about what will 
most likely happen postflop. 

• If  you flop an ace and your opponent has a better ace, which is 
most likely the case, as they raised from first position, you’ll lose a lot 
of  money. 

• If  an ace flops and they don’t have an ace, you will win a small 
pot. If  a jack comes and they have an overpair, you’ll lose a lot of  
money. 

• If  a jack comes and they have worse than a jack, you will win a 
small pot. 

• If  you miss, you’ll probably lose the pot because they’ll bet and 
you’ll fold. 

As you can see, you’re likely to lose a large pot or win a small 
pot, making all the results fairly bad, making a simple fold the clear 
choice. 

Suppose instead of  A-J, you had 8S-7S. Now, you will not lose your 
whole stack if  you make one pair but if  you make a good draw and 
end up with a strong made hand by the river, like a straight or flush, 
you will often win a large pot. 

You will find numerous semibluffing situations, which will allow 

you to win some pots when your opponent misses. This is a situation 
where you will lose a small pot or win a large one, which is a good 
thing.

Thinking ahead doesn’t apply to only preflop situations. Suppose 
you raised preflop with 7H-7S to three big blinds out of  your 60 big-
blind stack and the big blind calls. The flop comes AS-7C-4D. If  your 
opponent checks, which will often be the case, this is a spot where you 
have to bet because if  you check, it will be tough for your opponent 
to make a hand they will be happy losing a lot of  money with. In this 
situation, you’re banking on your opponent having an ace, and that 
he’ll probably pay off  three streets of  value. And if  he has nothing, 
he’ll rarely pay anything. 

So, now you need to determine how much to bet. If  our opponent 
has nothing, he’ll fold to any bet size. If  he has an ace, he’ll prob-
ably call any reasonably sized bet. I would tend to bet around five 
big blinds into the 6.5-big-blind pot. If  your opponent calls, you now 
need to determine how much to bet on the turn. 

Seeing how the pot will now be 16.5 BBs, you should probably bet 
around 13 BBs. If  they call again, the pot will be 42.5 BBs. Since you 
now have 39 BBs, you can easily go all-in on the river. 

Notice if  you instead decided to bet three BBs on the flop, seven 
BBs on the turn, and 16 BBs on the river, you would miss out on a ton 
of  value. This is a situation I constantly see amateurs mess up simply 
because they don’t think about their opponent’s flop-calling range 
and then fail to adjust their bet sizes to get maximum value.

Poker, like all games, is really about trying to figure out the optimal 
decision for each situation. Each decision in poker is not made in a 
vacuum. Because of  this, you always need to be constantly thinking 
about how each decision will affect the next. 

As long as you think ahead and always have a plan, you should find 
it tough to get too lost in any hand. To learn about numerous other 
ways where thinking ahead can greatly improve your win rate, check 
out my book, Secrets of  Professional Tournament Poker.
— Jonathan Little is the Season 6 WPT Player of the Year and is a representa-
tive for Blue Shark Optics. If you want to learn to play a loose-aggressive style, 
which will constantly propel you to the top of the leaderboards, check out his 
poker training website at FloatTheTurn.com.

  JO

NATHAN LITTLE

    

ALWAYS THINK AHEAD AT THE TABLE
Scan this QR code for more columns by Jonathan Little

Poker, like all games, is really about trying to figure out the optimal decision for each situation. 
Each decision in poker is not made in a vacuum. Because of this, you always need to be constantly 

thinking about how each decision will affect the next. 
— JONATHAN LITTLE





SPONSORED BY ACUMEN POKER

Jim Valvano always will be remembered for his quote “Don’t give up; 
don’t ever give up.” This quote is the motto of  the Jimmy V Foun-

dation for Cancer Research, but it’s also meant to inspire us in our 
actions and mind-set in whatever we do. To be great at tournament 

poker, you must instill this into your way of  thinking.
We’ve all heard some of  the “miracle” stories, 

beginning with Jack Strauss and his “chip and a 
chair” story, rebounding from one chip to win the 
World Series of  Poker Main Event in 1982. 

And there’s Bill Edler in the WPT Gulf  Coast 
Poker Championship, who was down to 2,000 
chips in the small blind in the 4K-8K-1K lev-
el and 17 players left. He came back to win 

the tournament. 
These are awesome stories we usually just 

hear about and never have happen to us. Well, I 
know a little bit about how they feel. A couple of  years ago, I played a 
$150 online tournament lost a huge pot that left me with 75 chips at 
the 50-100 blind level. 

I waited until my big blind, which put me all-in for less than the 
blind, picked up A-K and more than tripled-up on that hand. A couple 
of  hands later, I doubled-up and eventually was the last player stand-
ing, taking down a nice $16,000 payday.

While these stories are inspirational and prove you only need a chip 
and a chair, there are many more common scenarios that will arise 
where you just need to stay focused and assess the situation. Let’s say 
you’re sitting comfortably with 90 big blinds deep in a tournament 
until you run into a cooler that knocks you down to 30 BBs. Regroup 
and do a reality check. You still have 30 BBs, which is probably the 
most common stack size you’ve play in a tournament. Get over the 
disappointment, and get your mind focused on what you need to do to 
effectively play that stack. Keep yourself  in contention.

On the circuit, I hear lots of  stories about rollercoaster runs in tour-
naments and really awesome comeback stories. My good friend, and 
proud owner of  one of  the sharpest poker minds I know, Dave Fox, told 
me about a WSOPC event where he just finished second. 

Several players at the final table, including him, had been down to 
about seven big blinds late in Day 1, but stayed patient, picked their 
spots wisely and climbed back into contention. “Dr. Fox” recommend-
ed this column topic because of  that tournament. So, if  you have a 
column idea be sure to tweet me @leechilds with any ideas, being sure 
to mention @anteupmagazine as well and you may be featured here.

Don’t give up; don’t ever give up.
— Lee Childs is a professional poker player and coach. He’s the founder and lead 
instructor of Acumen Poker and Inside The Minds. Check out his sites at acumen-
poker.net and facebook.com/insidetheminds.
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THE KEY IS TO READ OTHERS THOROUGHLY
Being a poker author and teacher has been amazing. In my wildest 

dreams, I never imagined my books becoming as popular as they 
have, nor finding amateurs as well as professionals so interested in 
my material, and an interesting phenomenon has been taking place. 

Though I’ll be honest and say I suspected this would 
happen, I just didn’t have a way to validate it until 
now.

When my book was first released, one of  the 
first readers left a comment on Amazon that the 

book would make it more difficult for players 
because bluffers would have an advantage. 
Here I was, trying to improve the games of  
players around the world by sharing with 
them knowledge about human behavior, but 

as usual, someone found an alternative use for 
this information. The reader had a point; those 

who really take my teachings,from my book or seminars to heart will 
become better players who not only will be able to read tells more ac-
curately, but they’ll also be able to bluff  better. 

So what happens when a player knows how the human body reacts 
to situations and can transmit that information to others? Well, I sus-
pected and hypothesized that players who become adept at reading 
nonverbals (tells) will be able to reverse engineer that information and 
use it to bluff  effectively. We knew this because of  my work in the 
FBI and knowing the key to undercover work is to 
know the nonverbals of  criminals. If  you can act 
it, they will believe it and that’s what undercover 
agents do.

Think about this for a second in terms of  a 
criminal interrogation. It’s the same as poker. If  
I know their nonverbals and they know their non-
verbals just as well, wouldn’t they do everything 
possible to throw me off  in the opposite direction? 
They’d throw nonverbals my way that portrayed 
innocence rather than guilt and confidence rath-
er than weakness. Thankfully I didn’t run into a 
ton of  suspects who did extensive research on this 
type of  information, but it really evens out the 
ballgame in an unexpected direction.

The question then becomes, how do we know 
if  someone is bluffing if  they are really good at 
their nonverbals? They know what they’re doing to a greater extent 
than what you think they’re doing. Oh, that steeple, sure, that was 
intentional. Or how about a lip purse, that might work here. Pretty 
sick, huh? 

This goes beyond false tells; it’s the mastery of  an unexpected skill 
that can persuade another, unexpectedly of  course, to go into the 

complete opposite direction. The weak project strength and the strong 
project weakness with a subtlety that’s difficult to decipher.

How can we stay a step ahead? Let’s start with the simple route 
to decipher our opponents: information. One of  my favorite tactics 
is to ask opponents what are some good books on tells. If  they men-
tion Mike Caro, well then you know what he teaches and what to look 
for. If  they mention me, then you know that pacifying behaviors and 
steepling are big factors. This may seem too obvious, but I find play-
ers never hesitate to give an opinion about the books they have read 
or favor. 

Even better, that type of  question makes you look like you don’t 
know that much and it gives you insight into what your opponent 
knows. Gen. George Patton read the books that Erwin Rommel had writ-
ten and knew the tactics that the “Desert Fox” would use. Patton could 
foresee Rommel’s strategies and counter them. You can utilize the 
same offensive if  you know what your opponent at the table knows.

Intelligence about your opponent in poker is part of  the game. By 
knowing what literature your opponent favors may tell you much. 
This is no different than getting into the head of  a suspect by investi-
gating his past. Background information will always help.

However, let’s assume you don’t know what opponents know. What 
should you do then? One way to determine this is to go with some-
thing Annie Duke once told me: See if  they are “overacting.” They’re 
trying to send you in the wrong direction and you need to see through 

it. Most people who bluff  tend to overact their po-
sition; they show weakness when strong, but they 
do so excessively. As we used to say in the FBI 
with liars, they’re “trying to convince rather than 
convey.” When they go “Hollywood,” as Duke 
likes to call it, they’re trying to convince you. 
Honest behaviors tend to convey, in other words, 
they aren’t over the top.

I’ve noticed repeatedly that postflop, play-
ers will steeple (fingertips together arched like 
a church steeple) quickly (confidence) and then 
recover with some sort of  show of  concern with 
the face (you know, the face of  oh man, that was 
a terrible flop for me). That quick steeple is more 
accurate and should take precedence. Trust the 
first response.

The bottom line is this: know your opponent 
and what they know. Look for the most immediate behaviors that 
convey information and don’t get caught up with planned or delayed 
reactions. With this in mind, you’re ready to hit the tables and have 
the advantage again.
— Joe Navarro is a former FBI agent and author of What Every Body is Saying 
and 200 Poker Tells. Follow him on Twitter at @navarrotells. 

WHAT EVERY “BODY” IS SAYING
Scan this QR code for more columns by Joe Navarro

TWO GREAT BOOKS, 
ONE GREAT MIND

Pick up Joe Navarro’s books on Amazon.com and visit www.jnforensics.com

— POKER TELLS EXPERT JOE NAVARRO —

Patton knew his opponents 
well. Shouldn’t you?
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Talking strategy is a great tool to improve your game, and I’d argue 
it’s damn near integral. Just be conscious of  where and when you 

discuss strategy.
I recently played the World Series of  Poker Circuit in West Palm 

Beach, Fla. On Day 2 of  the $1,600 main event, I 
overheard two players at my table discussing strat-
egy. This is bad for multiple reasons.

• By discussing strategy at the poker table, 
you help weaker players learn various con-
cepts. By making weaker players stronger, 
they become tougher and we lose money 
in the process. So by talking strategy you’re 
costing yourself  money. That’s a pretty vi-

cious cycle.
• You teach players there’s something to 

learn. The vast majority of  players out there are so 
stubborn and egotistical they think they know everything there is to 
know about poker. I like it that way. If  they overhear you throw around 
“hand ranges” and “bet-sizing” you might drive them to learn. Again, 

this is something we don’t welcome.
• You take the fun out of  the game. The fish will grow intimidated 

and make fewer mistakes. He might feel threatened and stop open-
limping or stop playing every hand. We wouldn’t want to encourage 
the fish to play better.

• You clue your savvy opponents in on how to exploit you. Even if  
you make a big fold, keep your mouth shut. Or lie. Lie like a damn rug. 
If  you show your cards, tell the truth about what you had or discuss 
the hand you just played, you’re giving your foe vital information that 
will be your downfall. 

In summary, information is power when it comes to poker. We want 
power. We need power to win and to make money so I would advise 
you to skip the discussion on strategy while at the tables. 

Trust me, because if  I overhear you talking about a hand, you can 
bet (your last dollar, after I take the rest) I’m listening to every word 
you say and I’m going to use it against you. You have the right to 
remain silent.
— Mike Wolf is a team pro at surebetpoker.net. Email him at MichaelJWolf33@
gmail.com and follow his adventures on Twitter @mikewolf7.

LET’S TALK STRATEGY, OR NOT
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WINNING 
WOMEN 

OF POKER 
IS A HIT!

“Knowledgeable and, at times, fascinating 
essays from 14 of the game’s best women 

players into a handsome, first-of-its-kind book.”  
— LUCKYDOG POKER

“Winning Women of Poker is a collection 
of strategies and advice from countless  

women who have stepped up to the table and 
dared to throw down winning hands.”  

— MIDWEST BOOK REVIEW

To order call 1-888-352-2665 or go to nolimitpokerbooks.com.

Information is power when it comes to poker. We want power. We need power to win and to make 
money so I would advise you to skip the discussion on strategy while at the tables.
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I’m always surprised by how many tournament players are willing to 
risk their tournaments by going all-in preflop with little knowledge 

of  their chances to win.
When you’re all-in preflop, you’ve created a seven-card game. You 

have no ability to create a hand or use a bet-
ting strategy. I believe it’s simply their lack of  
knowledge and how they perceive the cards 
they hold. Let’s examine starting hands pre-
flop.

PAIR VS. PAIR: A bigger pair is about an 82 
percent favorite over a smaller pair (4.5-to-1). 
Also with the hands sharing a common suit, 
the bigger pair gains a little more.

PAIR VS. TWO OVERCARDS: The pair is about 
a 55 percent favorite, thus creating the race 
situation we often hear on television. I had 

racing for my tournament life.
PAIR VS. TWO UNDERS: The pair is a 5-1 favorite. Undercards such as 

7-8 increase in value for making two pair and straight possibilities, but 
5-1 usually rules the day.

PAIR VS. ONE OVER AND ONE UNDER: About 28-32 percent of  the time 
the overcard will hit the board and win the hand. The pair is about a 
5-2 favorite.

TWO OVERS VS. TWO UNDERS: Most players think the overs have a huge 
advantage in this situation. The overs are only a 5-3 favorite. The 
player who pairs usually wins the hand. 

Overcard protection, while nice to have, doesn’t ensure a significant 

advantage. Placing a high value on big cards preflop is often a danger-
ous undertaking.

Now that we’ve discussed the numbers, let’s talk about the com-
mon-sense factor during play. There are only a few times you should 
ever think of  an all-in move preflop.

Depending on where you are in relationship to the blind level and 
your M is a major factor in determining a preflop all-in move. The 
common thought is to be comfortable during tournament play you 
should have 20 or more big blinds; therefore you need not worry about 
playing preflop poker.

I’ve seen players with 15 big blinds make preflop all-in moves only 
to be headed to the rail when they didn’t know their A-K was only a 
5-3 favorite to win, in essence creating only a small advantage pre-
flop.

Next, when you’re on a final table or close to the final table, all-ins 
against smaller stacks are prudent and mandatory to eliminate these 
players, provided you’re heads-up and losing the hand won’t injure 
you significantly.

I rarely make preflop moves without knowing my opponent or hav-
ing a huge chip advantage. I love seeing the flop and then creating a 
hand or taking advantage of  my position in the hand. Making pre-
flop moves eliminates everything I love to do, that is to say, “Play the 
hand.”

After the flop, your hand is 71 percent complete and playable any-
way you like. With few exceptions, “Postflop is king.”
— Antonio Pinzari is the former host of Poker Wars and has been playing poker 
professionally since the ’70s. 

I’d like to give you a little challenge: Go to Google and try to find in-
formation on hourly rates for live tournament poker professionals. 
You’ll find links to cash-game hourly rates, online sit-n-go return on 

investment and all kinds of  things for poker win-rates. You won’t find 
much, if  anything at all, for live tournament grinders. I 

know I didn’t. I asked friends who frequently play 
$1K-$10K buy-in tournaments at casinos and they 
had no idea what their hourly rate was. 

Let’s look at live pro Joe Shmoe’s 10-year tour-
nament career. He’s among poker’s elite, has an 

ROI of  100 percent and plays 100 tourna-
ments every year (about two per week). On 
average, Joe plays $3K buy-in tournaments 
that are two or three days long. According to 
10 well-known pros with $3 million or more 

in winnings, the average time spent per tour-
nament for someone such as Joe is roughly 12 

hours. That means his hourly rate is $250 per hour, 
that’s pretty good right? Wrong.

I didn’t mention rake. I didn’t mention taxes. I didn’t mention the 
time and money spent traveling and commuting. I didn’t mention the 
years of  playing poker it takes to achieve a sustainable ROI of  100 
percent. More important, I didn’t mention Joe is backed like the vast 
majority of  tournament grinders. (His current backing deal lets him 

keep 50 percent of  his winnings). So let’s be extremely generous and 
say Joe makes about $100 an hour, still pretty good right? Maybe.

Joe’s supposed to be among poker’s elite and only makes $120K a 
year. He’s the guy on television you see with a online poker-room patch 
and a caption below his picture that reads, “$5 million in tournament 
winnings.” He was in the club spending $2,000 on bottles in the VIP 
section during the World Series. He’s supposed to be a millionaire. But, 
in fact, Joe’s broke. 

Why is Joe broke? Because he doesn’t calculate his hourly rate and 
doesn’t know how much he’s actually making every year. Sure Joe won 
some tournaments in 2009 and was voted player of  the year, but in 
2010 he barely cashed in anything, bringing his average way down. 
And because Joe spent too much money in 2009 thinking he was a high 
roller, he’s now asking for stakes and loans, which he’ll get because he 
is a good investment.

I’m aware my quick and dirty math is terrible. This article isn’t 
about the math; it’s about the concept. Let me leave you with a ques-
tion: If  money is how we are supposed to be keeping score, and online 
mid-stakes cash-game winners have higher hourly rates than live tour-
nament winners, why are the tournament players showered with the 
prestige? Please don’t say television. Hit me up on Twitter with your 
thoughts: @JayHouston. 
— Jay Houston is a Team Pro with DeepStacks and a PLO specialist who crushes 
the mid-stakes online cash games.

HOURLY RATE IS THE ONLY THING THAT MATTERS

HERE ARE ALL-IN PREFLOP BASICS

      JAY HOUSTON
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It was shortly after 4 a.m., and players were starting to line up. As 
the evening night gave way to the morning sun, the scene was de-

scribed by Nolan Dalla of  the World Series of  Poker as more like a col-
lege football game tailgate party, with Frisbees flying and lawn chairs 

everywhere.
And then … bedlam. 

By the time the Palm Beach Kennel Club swung 
open its doors, the friendly crowd had started 

pushing and shoving, jockeying to get as close 
to the front of  the line as possible. Places in 
line were selling for $1,000 each before se-
curity to put an end to it.

In the end, dozens of  players went home 
with nothing more than a valuable lesson to 
preregister for a tournament if  they want to 

play in it. … especially if  the tournament is a 
$555 WSOP Circuit event … with a guaranteed 

prize pool of  $1 million.
As more tournament directors start to back up their events with 

guaranteed money, it’s likely we’ll again see a scene like the one that 
played out in West Palm Beach, Fla., on the final of  three Day 1s 
in what resulted in the largest prize pool for a non-championship 
WSOPC event.

“The number of  guaranteed tournaments are surely on the rise,” 
PBKC director of  poker operations Noah Carbone said. “There has 
shown to be a great deal of  interest in guarantees. Players want large 
fields and big prize pools. They do not want to travel any distance for 
a short field.”

A month earlier, Beau Rivage poker room manager Johnny Grooms 
exceeded the $1 million guarantee he put on his $5,175 main event for 
the Million Dollar Heater and reported that attendance increased 100 
percent over the opening weekend of  the event because of  it.

“Competitive market pressures are causing individual properties to 
be more aggressive in their marketing,” Grooms said. “Eventually, the 
properties that do not offer guarantees will suffer. In addition, the ones 
that do offer guarantees and fail will eventually have to stop.”

While we appear to be on the edge of  new standard in major 
tournament guarantees, the practice is just as popular with daily and 
weekly events in rooms across the country. Dale Carden said his property, 
Horseshoe Tunica, was the first in the city to guarantee its weekly 
Saturday event, prompting others in the market to follow suit. Guar-
anteed events in these situations are vital for cash-game business. 

“On slow live-action days, we will put on a guarantee money tour-
nament to attract live play before and after tournament,” said Carden,  
Shoe’s tournament guru. “Live players watch to see how many signed 
up to take advantage of  low fields and guaranteed money.”

Without a doubt, players love guaranteed events. Before making 
a three-hour drive or booking plane tickets, they know there will be 
something to play for, and if  an event misses a guarantee the players 
enjoy an overlay. As Horseshoe Southern Indiana poker room man-
ager Jimmy Allen told Ante Up Ambassador R.C. Thorne elsewhere in 
this issue, preregistration for the room’s upcoming Midwest Regional 
Poker Championship was up considerably because prize pools are be-
ing guaranteed this year. Lucky Chances in Colma, Calif., guarantees 
all of  its tournaments.

“I think for the best turnout, every tourney should have at least 
some guaranteed prize pool,” Ante Up reader Matthew Stroud said. 

If  only it was that easy. Without question, there are perils in set-
ting guarantees, not the least of  which is the pressure to make sure 
the number of  entrants cover the guarantee. While many managers 

say missing an event by a little bit from time to time actually is good 
marketing in of  itself, no manager wants to make that lonely walk to 
the general manager’s office with the news that the poker room has to 
kick in a few thousand bucks or more to cover the guarantee.

Having top brass who trust you is invaluable. Carbone said that’s 
what helped him make the bold move of  guaranteeing seven figures 
for a $555 tournament.

“We attribute our success to an ownership that has the full trust in 
the management team as well as the foresight to take a chance in a 
highly competitive market,” he said.

But having that vote of  confidence is just the first step in pulling 
off  a successful guarantee event. Doing the calculations on how much 
the guarantee should be can be wrought with peril. Shoot too high 
and you risk having that dreadful GM chat; shoot too low and players 
won’t respond.

“First, we utilize historical data to see what the event drew in the 
past, whether it had a guarantee before, how much we exceeded or 
missed the guarantee and most importantly, how were the cash games 
affected when spreading the event,” said Sam Quinto, tournament coor-
dinator for the Commerce Casino near Los Angeles, which has been 
putting a $1 million guarantee on its $340 opening event of  the Los 
Angeles Poker Classic for the past three years. “Did we see an increase 
in the cash games as the tournament players busted out?” 

Then there’s the matter of  scheduling. A guaranteed event can be 
the tiebreaker a player needs in deciding between tournaments. But 
a manager needs to be careful before going to war with competing 
properties, said Ken Lambert, director of  poker operations for Choctaw 
Resort in Durant, Okla.

“Never guarantee a tournament when going on top of  another 
major tournament in your market … unless you are the big dog,” 
Lambert said.

And finally, the overall quality of  the event needs to be assured. 
While a big guarantee might bring in the masses, smart players know 
to look beyond that big number before truly evaluating whether it’s 
worth their time and effort to travel to the event. Structures are impor-
tant, said Ben Erwin, director of  poker operations for Thunder Valley 
Resort near Sacramento, Calif.

“Success of  the guarantee is a direct reflection of  the tournament 
structure,” he said. “The tournament player of  today does not seem 
to be captivated by the big guarantee without a structure that rewards 
better play.” And it goes beyond that. 

“All things being equal, it boils down to the quality of  the product 
and the service that you offer,” Grooms said. “If  you don’t offer a 
quality product, no guarantee can make up for it.”
— Scott Long is co-publisher of Ante Up. Email scott@anteupmagazine.com.

GUARANTEED TO ATTRACT ATTENTION 
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WSOPC’s Event 1.
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How many times after you’ve been eliminated from a tournament 
have you complained you were card dead? I find card-dead sto-

ries more repellent than bad-beat stories. At least with a bad-beat 
story, the narrator presumably made the right move and suffered 
some bad luck. 

When I hear a card-dead story, though, my imme-
diate reaction is the narrator doesn’t understand 

the game and was not proactive enough to com-
pete.

The whole point of  tournament poker is 
to force the action by increasing the blinds 
and antes. You don’t have the luxury of  
waiting for optimal cards. Neither do op-

ponents. In any tournament, some players 
will get a rush of  cards at the beginning and 

others will be card dead. Deal with it. 
However, every player will have an opportunity to make a move 

and accumulate chips. If  you’re staying focused and studying oppo-
nents, I guarantee you’ll find some spots to pick up chips even when 
you don’t have anything. You may not be a chipleader, but you can 
pick up enough to survive and avoid being short-stacked until bigger 
opportunities arrive. Of  course, there will be times you get caught 
stealing. That’s part of  poker. However, if  you’re card dead would you 

rather get blinded out or get caught making a move? Give yourself  a 
chance to win. Make some moves before you get so short-stacked that 
you’re guaranteed to get called down. Take advantage of  your chips 
to give yourself  some fold equity.

It’s not easy trying to win chips when you don’t have cards. Mak-
ing such moves is a huge psychological hurdle to get over. If  you have 
trouble getting over that hurdle, I’m going to give you a confidence 
builder You know how to make moves without cards. You just don’t 
know it. 

Next time you play, count how many hands you win without a 
showdown. Count the number of  hands won without a showdown 
and the percentage of  your winning hands that come without a show-
down. I think you’ll be surprised at how high the number is. What 
does this tell you? It tells you that your cards were irrelevant in those 
hands that you won without a showdown. 

Actually, they weren’t irrelevant because they gave you the confi-
dence to bet them. However, assuming opponents’ cards stayed the 
same, you could have bet any two cards the same way and won the 
pot. Think about that before you get sucked into telling your next 
card-dead story.  
— David Apostolico is the author of several poker strategy books, including 
Tournament Poker and the Art of War. You can contact him at thepokerwriter@
aol.com.
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Next time you play, count how many hands you win without a showdown. Count the number of hands 
won without a showdown and the percentage of your winning hands that come without a showdown.
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As we approach the one-year anniversary of  Black Friday, I thought it 
would be worth looking back on where the poker industry has been 

and look ahead a little on where the industry may be going. 
Without question, Internet poker has been on a rollercoaster of  monu-

mental proportions since the passage of  the Unlawful Inter-
net Gambling Enforcement Act in the dark of  the night 

by congressional leaders pandering to an ultra-right 
constituency in advance of  the 2006 midterm elec-

tions. With its passage, the demise of  the industry 
appeared all but certain. However, after the dust 
settled, the industry adapted and returned to its 
double-digit annual growth. 

It took the government almost four years 
for the implementing regulations to go into ef-

fect and on April 15, 2011, the largest players in 
the poker industry were dealt their toughest hands 

with the indictments and seizures of  Full Tilt, Poker-
Stars and Absolute Poker. Additional indictments followed 

and the major players in the industry that dominated online poker market 
share saw their websites confiscated by the federal government and their 
leadership facing years in prison for alleged money laundering and other 
assorted alleged crimes related to their operations.

Player accounts were frozen and months later it was revealed that suf-
ficient funds didn’t exist to cover frozen player balances. In short, the 
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industry was reeling.
Much like the days after the passage of  the UIGEA, doomsayers 

were quick to pronounce the demise of  the industry.  Late in 2011, 
a little light began to shine. The possible purchase of  Full Tilt by 
the Bernard Tapie Groupe provided some solace to U.S. players in 
search of  lost funds held in frozen accounts. 

In addition, the Obama Administration allowed the public re-
lease of  a new DOJ opinion essentially vanquishing longstanding 
iGaming enemies within the DOJ who historically argued the fed-
eral Wire Act was an impediment to state legalization of  Internet 
poker within their borders.  

Nevada placed the finishing touches on the nation’s first Internet 
poker regulations, and the American Gaming Association and the 
major gaming forces in Washington, D.C., began a truly coordi-
nated effort to seek a federal carve-out for Internet poker from the 
reaches of  UIGEA. I’ve been working with lobbyists on Capitol 
Hill recently who are actively lining up support in the hopes of  
having an Internet poker proposal that would be acceptable to Re-
publican and Democrat leaders in the event the planets align for 
inclusion in a bill this summer. Cautious optimism is the current 
view of  the hired guns in Washington.

In an effort to throw a little cold water on any lobbying momen-
tum, the DOJ unsealed the grand jury indictment of  Bodog.com 
founder Calvin Ayre in late February. Along with James Philip, David 
Ferguson and Derrick Maloney, Ayre is charged with conducting an 
illegal sports gambling business and conspiring to commit money 
laundering, according to the DOJ news release. This is a strong 
indication that while the DOJ has retreated from its Wire Act views; 
those in the industry need to realize the tiger has not been defanged 
or declawed and will continue to aggressively go after U.S.-facing 
gambling websites until Congress forces their retreat.

So as you read, I’m sure the question recurs, “What does this 
mean to me as a player?” Moving forward, I will reiterate my past 
guidance that I have provided in prior columns… Play at your own 
risk on the Internet. It is still the Wild, Wild West. I tell clients 
and friends regularly that the gambling on the Internet and the fi-
nancial transactions underlying the activity is likely illegal wherever 
you play in the United States. If  you still choose to play, keep your 
accounts lean and cash out regularly. You never know when your 
favorite site will become the target of  federal prosecutors.

With a glance into my crystal ball, here’s what I see for the future. 
Florida is done with Internet poker legislation for a while. While 
the sponsors will still be around and are talented members of  the 
Legislature, the industry’s eyes are on brick-and-mortar casinos at 
least until 2015. I’m keeping an eye on California as it has the best 
shot in the near term to legalize statewide Internet poker.  

Other than Nevada, no other state has the population base or 
momentum to move an intrastate poker before 2015. At the fed-
eral level, I honestly believe we’re years away from any meaning-
ful federal legislation legitimizing Internet poker. But hope springs 
eternal; so stay active and let your lawmakers know you’re a poker 
player and a voter who’s paying attention to their views. While you 
wait, take good care of  your local poker rooms because right now 
they’re the only truly legal game in town.
— Marc W. Dunbar represents several gaming clients before the Florida 
Legislature and teaches gambling and parimutuel law at the Florida State’s 
College of Law. Follow him on Twitter: @FLGamingWatch.
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POKER PSYCHOLOGY: HEAD GAMES

  D

R. B L O O M FIEL
D

There’s no golden rule and no single path to achieving peak per-
formance. There’s a process and it’s work. First you need to place 

yourself  on the continuum that poker has to offer, from the once-
in-a-while recreational player to the avid and regular recreational 
player; from a grinder who supplements real-life income to a full-time 

grinding pro; a circuit rider; or whatever. We all fol-
low the same stages of  development. Get on and 
off  the train wherever you want the ride to take 
you.

The first stage of  development in any com-
petitive endeavor is skill acquisition. In poker 
this includes learning how to play, learning 
how to play well, applying game theory, ap-
plying math analysis and getting a read and 

using it. This is just the first step. 
If  you’re not willing to learn these skills, then 

accept that you’ll be relying more on luck than on 
skill. Initial skill development only takes us part way though. Skill de-
velopment can be frustrating. 

We play against less-skilled players that suck out and we get frus-
trated that ‘”they don’t know how to play,” but they do play and have 
the right and privilege to play, so develop the skill in playing against 
all kinds of  players.  

Once a person develops skills, they sometimes think they deserve 
to win, but as I said, skill acquisition is only the first step to peak per-

formance. This may be enough for some players. Recreational poker 
players, like recreational golfers, are often satisfied with an afternoon 
of  enjoyable play that doesn’t cost too much and has some social as-
pect. This social aspect can be deceiving, though, and often at the 
poker table we sometimes mistake single-serving friends (see Fight 
Club) for enduring friendships.

There are plenty of  skill acquisition venues: magazines (Ante Up); 
books; practice; tutoring. Decide how far you want to go with this and 
it should define your game. 

The next step is learning to use this skill-set effectively and to per-
form well. Once you have developed the skills necessary to play the 
game, you have to execute. Good decisions based on your reads, the 
math and your comfort are the keys here. The skills are continued 
learning and fixing leaks. 

Now you can learn to apply your skill set under pressure and in ad-
verse conditions. Pressure is continual. How do you take this skill-set 
and apply it in adverse conditions? When it is late, when you’re tired 
and fatigued, hungry, moody, feeling stressed, tilt; when you’re doing 
everything correctly and you lose. This becomes the mental game, the 
head game, a program for developing this part of  your game in future 
columns. These basic skills will keep your head in the game for peak 
performance. 
— Dr. Stephen Bloomfield is a licensed psychologist and avid poker player. 
His column will give insight on how to achieve peak performance using poker 
psychology. Email questions for him at editor@anteupmagazine.com.

Determine your level of interest, then adjust
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CALL THE FLOOR

We were in a $60 no-limit hold’em tournament and there was a 
boyfriend and girlfriend at my table. They were speaking in a 

language other than English. They both got involved in a hand where 
the board was A-K-J-9-A. 

The boyfriend moved all-in and she called. He showed A-3 and she 
looked at her hand, flashing me 
the ace and put them on the table 
as if  to muck and said, “You win.” 
One of  the players at the table 
asked to see her hand. The dealer 
turned her hand over to show A-6. 
He split the pot and they each got 
half. 

Players started grumbling about 
how she was playing well and would know this is clearly a chop. The 
dealer called the floor, who said he needed to check with his boss since 
we were saying this was collusion and a clear chip dump. 

The floor never came back, but I overheard them telling the dealer 
he was wrong to ship her half  of  the pot and they never did anything 
about the collusion except make our table the next one to be broken. 

This is clearly collusion as she was dumping chips to him. Is split-
ting them up enough of  a penalty? Were they wrong reprimanding the 
dealer for giving her half  the pot? Is her hand live if  it did not hit the 
muck pile? — Ken Allard, via email

JODY’S RESPONSE: Yes, the hand is still live. Yes, the dealer was correct 
to split the pot. Yes, it was collusion. The couple should have been 
removed from the tournament and asked to leave.

More collusion pitfalls
A player pushes all-in on the flop. There’s one player after me and I 

see he’s short on chips, so I just call the all-in, which I think covers the 
player behind me, who calls after my call. I instantly flip my cards and 
see he still has chips. They made me not be able to bet for the rest of  
the hand. Is this correct? — John Ross, via email

JODY’S RESPONSE: I would say it’s up to the other player with chips left 
as to whether betting continues, leaving the player who wasn’t paying 
attention at a disadvantage, but that’s just me. 

Flipping up cards in a tournament before the action being com-
pleted can be viewed as collusion. Do you know the guy who you 
“thought” was covered? Perhaps you live next door to him, work with 
him or are related to him and were trying to let him know you had a 
big hand so he could save the remainder of  his stack. 

I’m sure you’re a fair and honest person, but rules were made to 
protect the 99.9 percent honest poker community from the 0.01 per-
cent not-so-honest players. For all of  these possible reasons you should 
have been given a penalty away from the table after the hand as well.
— Jody Russell is a veteran poker room manager who runs the Ante Up Cruise 
Poker Room. Email questions to editor@anteupmagazine.com.

COLLUSION IS UNACCEPTABLE EVERY TIME
TDA Rules
Always remember if you have a question about a poker rule you 
can find a complete description of the Tournament Directors 
Association rules at pokertda.com.

JODY RUSSELL • CALL THE FLOOR
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Variance. Getting owned. Running bad. Call it what you will. Los-
ing is still losing, and long losing stretches can wear us down phys-

ically, mentally, emotionally and, perhaps most important, financially. 
Maybe I’m just naturally optimistic, but I think long losing stretch-

es aren’t so bad. For one thing, they give us an opportunity to think 
about the good things poker provides us, things that 

we can, and should, be applying to our everyday 
lives.

I’m not talking about the means to take a 
lavish trip, to buy an expensive car or to waste 
money on some vice. I’m talking about the in-
tangibles, the skills we’ve developed as poker 
players that are applicable to everything we 

do. 
Over the past few months, and while running 

really badly, I’ve been mindful about these things. Here 
are a few for you to consider and, if  you aren’t already doing so, apply 
to your endeavors. 

MAKE +EV DECISIONS: Whether it’s buying a car, choosing a partner, 
investing in a start-up company or making a check-raise bluff-shove on 
the river with the worst hand because the math and your read tell you 
it’s a profitable play over the long run, every decision we make demands 
we examine its expected value. Poker has taught me the importance of  
this. It’s instilled in me an ability to be more analytical, calculated and 
rational when making decisions at and away from the table. 

MAINTAIN FINANCIAL STABILITY: The most important aspect of  maintain-
ing financial stability as a poker player is a combination of  two things: 
separating the money you play with from the cash you use to pay bills, 

invest and buy things, and playing and living within your means. 
BE BALANCED AND HEALTHY: I often see players devote themselves so 

much to the game that they neglect other areas of  their life, espe-
cially their mental and physical health, relationships and finances. No 
amount of  financial or personal success in any field is worth becoming 
unstable, out of  shape and friendless. 

But maintaining a well-balanced life is different for everyone. For 
me, it means scheduling time to read, write, work out, watch a film, 
cook, hang out with friends and family, attend a lecture, travel and visit 
icanhascheezburger.com. 

SET GOALS, THINK LONG TERM: We all know setting goals in life is essen-
tial. The same is true for climbing up the levels in poker. All successful 
high-stakes cash and tournament players got to where they are because 
they set goals while considering the long term. 

Considering your long-term wants and needs in poker and other 
endeavors dictates the type of  goals you set and how you attempt to 
reach them. So, if  you haven’t thought about this lately, consider the 
following: What are your goals as a player, in your career, in your rela-
tionships and in your finances?

LET GO OF YOUR EGO: When it comes to ego, the great Austrian poet 
Rainer Maria Rilke said it best: “Make your ego porous. Will is of  little 
importance. Complaining is nothing. Fame is nothing. Openness, pa-
tience, receptivity, (and) solitude (are) everything.”

THERE’S MORE TO LIFE THAN BEING A POKER PLAYER: If  there weren’t, what 
would we do with all the money we make? 
— Brent White is a journalist, writer, editor and poker player who lives in 
Chicago. He can be reached at brentwhitechicago@gmail.com. Follow him on 
Twitter @brentwhite.
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LOCATION TOURNAMENTS/SPECIAL EVENTS JACKPOTS/PROMOTIONS 

ARIZONA

ARKANSAS
5th Season Poker Open (Mon. & Wed., 7p); single-table shootouts (Tue. & Sun., 
10a); $600 Ladies Night freeroll (Thurs., 7p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is aces full of kings; Weekend Warrior (earn up to $85 in 
free play each week); straight-flush progressive jackpot; call for details.

Mon.-Tue. ($20, 2p); Wed. ($35, 2p); Thurs. KO ($30, 7p); Sat. KO ($35, 5p).  
2K freeroll (call for details and dates).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em (aces full of jacks beaten by quads); player-reward 
cards offer comps based on play.

OAKLAWN RACING & GAMING
(501) 623-4411 • oaklawn.com  
SOUTHLAND PARK GAMING & RACING
(870) 735-3670 • southlandgreyhound.com

BUCKY’S CASINO
(928) 771-6779 • buckyscasino.com
CASINO ARIZONA AT TALKING STICK
(480) 850-7777 • casinoaz.com
CASINO DEL SOL
(800) 344-9435 • casinodelsol.com
CLIFF CASTLE CASINO
(928) 567-7952 • cliffcastlecasinohotel.com
DESERT DIAMOND
(520) 342-1810 • ddcaz.com
FT. McDOWELL CASINO
(480) 837-1424 • fortmcdowellcasino
HARRAH’S PHOENIX AK-CHIN
(480) 802-5000 • harrahsakchin.com
VEE QUIVA CASINO
(520) 796-7777 • wingilariver.com/vee-quiva
WILD HORSE PASS HOTEL AND CASINO
(800) 946-4452 • wingilariver.com/wild-horse-pass

Mon. (10a & 6p); Tue. Ladies Night (6p); Wed. & Thurs. (6p); Sat. KO (10a); call for 
details.

Progressive high hand (Mon.-Fri.); progressive Aces Cracked (Sat., 11a-11p); Splash 
Pots every half-hour (Sun., 11a-11p).

Mon.-Fri. ($60, 11:15a); Tue.-Wed. ($130, 7:15p); monthly event, April 7 ($330, 
11:15a); monthly Super Bounty Big Stack event, April 14 ($225, 11:15a).

Aces Cracked (daily, 2a-10a). 

Mon.-Fri. ($15, 10a) Mon. ($35, 7p); Wed. Omaha/8 ($45, 7p); Thurs. ($85, 7p); Sat. 
Omaha/8 ($15 w/rebuys, 9a) & ($35, noon); Sun. ($20 w/rebuys, 11a & $15, 7p).

Splash pots (Mon.-Fri. & Sun.); high-hand giveaways (Mon.-Fri.).

Mon., Tue., Thurs., Fri. & Sun. ($25, 10a); Wed. ($60 w/$20 rebuy, 7p); Sat. ($120, 
noon).

Aces Cracked pays $100; high-hand bonus; royals pay $100.

Tue. ($75 w/$60 rebuy, 7p). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is aces full of jacks beaten by quads and Omaha; player 
comps for live play; Splash Pots pay $50; Aces Cracked.

Mon.-Fri. ($30, noon); Mon. ($50, 7p); Tue. & Thurs. ($5, 7p); Wed. ($30, 7p); Fri. KO 
($120, 7p); Sat. ($5, noon), ($10, 4p) and ($20, 9p); Sun. ($50, noon) & ($10, 7p).

Progressive bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is quads over aces full of deuces and Omaha 
is quad fours; mini jackpot is hold’em is aces full; high hand (daily); Aces Cracked.

Tue. Omaha ($25, 7:30p); Thurs. ($10 w/rebuys, 7:30p); Fri. ($40, 7:30); Sat. ($40, 
12:30p & 5:30p); Sun. ($25, 12:30p); WSOP satellites (Wed., 7:30p & Sun., 5:30p).

Progressive bad-beat jackpot starts at $3.5K; Splash Pots pay $25 every half-hour 
starting 7:15a (weekends) and 9:15a (weekdays); $5K freeroll (40 hours min)

Sun.-Thurs. ($30 w/$20 rebuy, 11a); Wed. ($10 w/rebuys, 7:30p). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; royals pay $500; Aces Cracked.

Mon. & Thurs. ($30, noon); Tue. & Wed. ($50, 7:30p). Aces Cracked pays up to $200 ; high hands; splash pots (daily); royals pay $200 
(daily).

LOCATION TOURNAMENTS/SPECIAL EVENTS JACKPOTS/PROMOTIONS 
Wed. ($55 w/$50 rebuy, 6p); Sat.-Sun. ($55 w/$50 rebuy, noon). Aces Cracked pays $50 (Mon.-Fri., 10a-10p); quads pay $250 (Mon.-Fri., 6a-6p); 

high hands; cash drawings (call for details); Splash the Pot (Mon.-Fri., 2a-9a).
Sunday ($50, 10:30a). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em and Omaha; high hands; receive bonus chips in cash 

games (call for details).
Mon.-Thurs. ($30, 10a); Fri. ($30 w/$30 add-on, 10a); Sat.-Sun. ($60, 11a). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em pays $50K minimum; high hands pay $200 (daily); 

royal-flush bonus (all suits); Aces Cracked spins wheel.

Mon.-Fri. ($35, 10:15a); Tue. ($60, 7p); Wed. ($35, 7p); Thurs. ($40, 7p); Sat. ($10 w/
rebuys and add-on, 10:15a); Sun. ($70, 10:15a).

High-hands pay $500 (Mon., Fri. & Sat.); Splash the Pot (daily).

Mon.-Fri. ($14 w/rebuys, 10a); Mon., Wed.-Fri. ($50, 7p); Sat. Omaha/8 ($14, 10a); 
Sun. player appreciation freeroll with $1K added (2:15p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; bad-beat jackpot in Omaha and Omaha/8 is quad 10s 
and pays $5K.

Daily ($55-$220) at noon and 6p (Mon.-Fri.) and 1p (Sat.-Sun.). Bad-beat jackpots in hold’em and Omaha.

Daily at 10:15a; Mon. ($35, 6p); Tue.-Wed. ($65, 6p); Sat. ($30, 1:30p); Sun. ($65, 
1:30p).

Bad-beat jackpots in hold’em and Omaha.

Daily ($125-$330) at 10a; nightly Sun.-Wed. ($150-$180) at 8p; Thurs. ($180, 10p). Call for promotions.

Mon.-Sat. ($40 w/$20 rebuys and add-on, 11a & 7p); Sun. KO ($80, 11a & 7p). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; royal-flush bonus; first-time players receive bonus 
chips (see website for details).

Mon.-Thurs. (6:15p); Mon. ($40); Tue. ($35); Wed. ($60); Thurs. ($60); Fri. ($30, 9a & 
$40, 6:15p); Sat. ($30, 2:15p); Sun. ($40, 2:15p). 

Bad-beat jackpots in hold’em and Omaha; high hands; cash giveaways; Aces 
Cracked.

Daily ($30-$125) at noon & 7p. Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; Aces Cracked (daily); high hands (Mon.-Thurs.); Splash 
the Pot.

Daily ($30-$150); Mon.-Fri. (1p & 6:45p); Sat. (10a & 1p); Sun. (2:15a & 1p). $100K bonus jackpots (daily); win up to $10K in cash drawings (call for details).

Daily ($50-$90); Mon.-Fri. (11:30a & 6:30p); Sat. & Sun. (11:30a & 5p); National 
Championship of Poker series, April 4-May 1 ($60-$335).

Progressive tournament jackpot; earn points for tournaments. 

Mon. ($140, 7p); Tue. ($125 w/$100 rebuy, 7p); Wed. ($125 w/$100 rebuy, 7p); 
Thurs. KO ($120 w/$100 rebuy, 7p); Sun. ($125 w/$100 rebuy, 3p).

Progressive bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; Liz Flynt Spring Poker Classic, April 5-26 
(call for details).

Please call for tournament information. Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; Aces Cracked (daily); high-hand tournaments.

Daily ($20, 10a); Mon. & Thurs. ($60, 7p); Tue. Omaha ($20, 10a); Wed. KO ($60, 7p); 
Fri. $3K guar. ($37 w/$10 rebuys, 10a); Sat. ($20, 10a); Sun. $5K guar. ($60, 2p).

Bad-beat jackpots in hold’em, Omaha and stud.

Daily ($25 w/$20 rebuys, 9:30a). Progressive straight flush for all suits; badbeat in hold’em (aces full of jacks) and 
Omaha (quad nines); royals pay $200; high hands pay $100; raffles (daily).

Mon. ($65, 9:30a); Tue. ($175, 9:30a); Wed. ($65, 9:30a); Thurs. ($120, 9:30a); Sun. 
($225, 9:30a).

Bad-beat jackpots in hold’em, Omaha and stud (payoffs doubled Sun., Mon., Wed. 
(6-8p); Aces Cracked pays up to $300; Rack Attack pays up to $500.

Tue. KO ($75, 6:30p); Sat. & Sun. ($40, 10a). Player points accumulated through live play (call for promotions).

Daily ($30-$97); Mon.-Fri. (10a & 7p); Sat (11a); Sun. (11a & 6p) including Fri. KO 
($97, 7p).

Bad-beat jackpots in hold’em and Omaha; Aces Cracked; get paid for royals; high 
hands.

CACHE CREEK CASINO
(530) 796-3118 • cachecreek.com
CALIFORNIA GRAND CASINO
(925) 685-8397 • calgrandcasino.com
CAPITOL CASINO
(916) 446-0700 • capitol-casino.com
CASINO 580
(925) 455-6144 • thecasino580.com 
CHUMASH CASINO RESORT
(805) 686-1968 • chumashcasino.com
CLUB ONE CASINO
(559) 497-3000 • clubonecasino.com
COMMERCE CASINO
(323) 721-2100 • commercecasino.com
DIAMOND JIM’S CASINO
(661) 256-1400 • diamondjimscasino.net
GARDEN CITY CASINO
(408) 244-3333 • gardencitycasino.com
GOLDEN WEST CASINO
(661) 324-6936 • goldenwestcasino.net
HARRAH’S RINCON
(760) 751-3100 • harrahsrincon.com
HAWAIIAN GARDENS CASINO
(562) 860-5887 • thegardenscasino.com
HOLLYWOOD PARK
(310) 330-2800 • playhpc.com
HUSTLER CASINO
(310) 719-9800 • hustlercasinola.com
JACKSON RANCHERIA CASINO
(209) 223-1677 • jacksoncasino.com
LAKE ELSINORE CASINO
(951) 674-3101 • lercasino.com
LIVERMORE CASINO
(925) 447-1702 • livermorecasino.net
LUCKY CHANCES CASINO
(650) 758-2237 • luckychances.com
LUCKY DERBY CASINO
(916) 726-8946 • luckyderbycasino.com
MORONGO CASINO
(888) 667-6646 • morongocasinoresort.com

CALIFORNIA

Sun. $4K guarantee ($60, 10a); $7.5K guarantee monthly freeroll, April 7 (10:30a). High hands; Rack Attack (call for details).

Mon. ($28 w/$20 rebuy & add-on, 11a); Tue. ($25, 11a); Wed. & Sun. ($49 w/$20 
rebuys & $40 add-on, 6:45p); Thurs. ($48, 11a).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em pays $100K; bad-beat jackpot in Omaha; royals pay 
$500; Aces Cracked; Splash the Pot; high hands.

Tue. heads-up ($40 w/$20 rebuys, 6:30); Wed. ($25 w/$20 rebuys, 6:30p); Thurs. & 
Sun. Mexican Poker; Sat. ($25 w/$20 rebuys, 2p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em and Mexican poker.

Mon.-Thurs. $1.5K guarantee ($40, 6:30); Sat. & Sun. $2K guarantee ($40, 10:30a). Aces Cracked (Mon.-Fri.); Morning Rack Attacks (Mon.-Fri.).

Mon.-Fri. ($120, 9:30a); Sat. ($200, 9a); Sun. varies (call for details); monthly event, 
April 14 ($530, 9:30a).

Earn double points and WPT vouchers for future events (call for details).

101 CASINO
(707) 795-6121 • the101casino.com/casino
AGUA CALIENTE CASINO
(888) 999-1995 • hotwatercasino.com
ARTICHOKE JOE’S
(650) 589-3145 • artichokejoes.com
AVIATOR CASINO
(661) 721-7770 • theaviatorcasino.com
BARONA RESORT
(619) 443-2300 • barona.com
BAY 101
(408) 451-8888 • bay101.com
BICYCLE CASINO
(562) 806-4646 • thebike.com

Tue. & Thurs. ($50, 7p); monthly events on April 14 & 28 ($115, 1p); monthly event, 
April 7 ($295, 1p); ask about WSOP main event qualifiers.

Double Super Bad-Beat Jackpot in hold’em (Sun., 9a-midnight); Aces, Kings and 
Queens Cracked (daily); Squeeze Baccarat and Mexican Stud now playing.

Daily ($40-$75); Winnin’ o’ the Green main event, April 5 ($535, 6p). Jackpots in hold’em, Omaha, stud and Mexican poker.

* SNG = single-table tournaments; all tournaments are no-limit hold’em unless noted. Poker room managers email roth@anteupmagazine.com
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61

LOCATION TOURNAMENTS/SPECIAL EVENTS JACKPOTS/PROMOTIONS 

CONNECTICUT

COLORADO
AMERISTAR BLACK HAWK
(720) 946-4108 • ameristar.com/Black_Hawk.aspx
GOLDEN GATES CASINO
(303) 582-5600 • goldencasinogroup.com
ISLE CASINO BLACK HAWK
(303) 998-7777 • black-hawk.isleofcapricasinos.com
LADY LUCK CASINO
(303) 582-2141 • isleofcapricasinos.com
LODGE CASINO AT BLACK HAWK
(303) 582-1771 • thelodgecasino.com
MIDNIGHT ROSE CASINO
(719) 286-6060 • triplecrowncasinos.com

No tournaments. Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em (quads).

Daily ($40-$300) at 10a, noon, 3p and 7p w/an event on Sunday ($100 w/$100 
rebuys, noon).

Early bird specials; players can earn $5 per hour in cash back (call for details).

Tue. Pineapple H/L ($45, 10a); Thurs. Omaha/8 ($45, 10a); Fri. ($45, 10a); Sat. 
($150, noon). See ad Page 43.

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; High Hand (Mon., Wed., Fri., 10a-noon); cash drawings 
(Sat., 1p-11p).

Mon.-Fri. ($60, 7p); Sat. ($60, 2p); Sun. ($100, 2p). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is a decreasing qualifier.

Daily ($60) at 10a, noon, 3p & 7p (call for details). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em (aces full of kings); qualify for Poker Bingo (call for 
details).

Mon. ($40, 7:30p); Tue. ($20 w/rebuys, 7:30p); Wed. ($60, 7:30p); Thurs. ($60 w/
rebuys, 7:30p); Fri. ($120, 7:30p); Sat. & Sun. ($60, noon & $120, 3p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; high-hand jackpot (get entered into grand-prize 
drawing for winning $500 or more, call for details).

FLORIDA

Daily ($60-$300, 9a-8p). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em (quad eights) and stud (quad deuces).

Daily ($60-$200); Tue. & Thurs. $4K guar. ($80, 10a); Wed. $10K guar. ($120, 7:30p) 
& Fri. ($200, 2p); Sat. $10K guar. ($150, 11a); monthly $30K guar., April 22 ($330, 10a).

High hands paid every four hours daily, seven days a week;  “Add-On” tournaments, 
Mon., Tue. & Thurs.

FOXWOODS CASINO
(800) 369-9663 • foxwoods.com
MOHEGAN SUN CASINO
(860) 862-8000 • mohegansun.com 

Wed. $2K ($50, 7p); Thurs. $2K ($50, 7p); Fri. $3K ($60, 7p); Sat. KO $2.5K ($60, 6p); 
Sun. $2K (freeroll w/$10 rebuys, 1p); monthly $10K guar., April 22 ($100, 2p).

$8-$16 seeded at $40K; Aces Cracked (Sun.-Thurs.); $28K Winter Cash Giveaway (call 
for details); $24K Poker Cash Giveaway (call for details).

Mon. KO ($140, 6:15p); Tue. ($120 w/re-entry, 6:15p); Wed. ($100 w/$80 rebuy, 
6:15p); Sat. & Sun. ($125 w/$100 rebuy, 1p).

 Call for promotions.

Mon. & Wed. ($60, 10a); Mon.-Thurs. ($65, 7p); Tue., Thurs. Fri. ($40, 10a); Sat. & 
Sun. $10K guar. ($135, 10a).

Progressive jackpots in hold’em ($20K minimum) and Omaha ($5K minimum); 
hold’em jackpots increase to $40K minimum (7:30a-9:30a); cash drawings.

Mon. & Fri. ($40, 10a); Tue. & Wed. ($20, 7p); Thurs. ($70, 7p); Fri. ($40, 7p); Sat. & 
Sun. ($45, 10a); Sat. ($90, 4p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em (aces full of 10s beaten); high hand; $3K cash giveaway 
(Sun.); Chase for the Dough (play 80 hours and receive $499).

Mon. ($30, 10a); Tue. KO ($35, 10a & 7p); Wed. KO ($25, 10a); Thurs. Survivor ($35, 
10a); Fri. ($25, noon); Sat. ($25, 10a); Sun. ($35, 10a).

Graveyard Easy Money (call for details); Splash Pots; high hands. 

Sat. & Sun. ($35, 1p); $1K weekly freeroll on Thursdays (6p). Aces Cracked (Wed.); Splash the Pot (Mon., Tue., Thurs.); Faces Cracked (Mon.).

$33K and $100K Cash is King freeroll tournaments held regularly; qualify by 
collecting high-hand stamps in live action (see website for details).

$100K super bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; double jackpots (Mon. & Wed.); hourly 
high hand (Tue. & Thurs.); Money Wheel (Fri.).

Daily guarantee ($7-$20, 10a); Mon. KO $1.5K guar. ($30, 7p); Fri. $3K guar. ($30, 
7p); Sun. $1.5K guar. ($20, 10a).

Spin to Win (Mon. & Wed., 1p-12a); High Hand Derby (Tue., noon-mid); high hand 
(Thurs., noon-6p); Double Jackpot (Thurs., 10p-2a); Get Paid to Play (call for details).

Mon.-Sat. ($21 w/rebuys, 10a); Mon. & Thurs. ($36, 6:30p); Tue. & Wed. qualifiers 
($45, 6:30p); Fri. ($54, 6:30p); Sat. & Sun. ($54, 6p).

Progressive jackpots in hold’em (aces full of jacks beaten by quads) and Omaha 
jackpot (quad eights); Cash Splash; high hands; Poker Yahtzee; call for details.

Tue. $1K guarantee ($35 w/$40 rebuy, 7p); Thurs. $2K guarantee ($55 w/$60 rebuy, 
7p); tournaments have optional dealer add-on.

Progressive royals; high hands.

Tue. ($50, 7:15p); Wed. ($60, 7:15p); Fri. & Sat. ($35 w/$10 add-ons, 11:15a); Sun. 
($100, 11:15a).

High hands pay $50 (daily); Kings Can’t Lose (Mon.); Aces Cracked (Thurs.).

Mon.-Thurs. ($40, 1p); Fri.-Sun. ($60, 11a); Sun. KO ($100, 7p); monthly $20K guar., 
April 7 ($250, 11a); monthly event, April 15 ($125, 11a). See ad Page 13.

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; high hands (call for details). 

NORMANDIE CASINO
(310) 352-3400 • normandiecasino.com
OAKS CARD CLUB
(510) 653-4456 • oakscardclub.com
OCEAN’S 11 CASINO
(760) 439-6988 • oceans11.com
PALA CASINO
(760) 510-5100 • palacasino.com
PECHANGA RESORT
(951) 693-1819 • pechanga.com
QUECHAN CASINO
(877) 783-2426 • playqcr.net
SAN MANUEL CASINO
(800) 359-2464 • sanmanuel.com 
SOBOBA CASINO
(951) 665-1000 • soboba.net
SYCUAN CASINO
(619) 445-6002 • sycuan.com
TABLE MOUNTAIN CASINO
(559) 822-7777 • tmcasino.com
TACHI PALACE CASINO
(559) 924-7751 • tachipalace.com
THUNDER VALLEY CASINO
(916) 408-7777 • thundervalleyresort.com
VIEJAS CASINO
(619) 445-5400 • viejas.com

CALIFORNIA (Continued)

* SNG = single-table tournaments; all tournaments are no-limit hold’em unless noted. Poker room managers email roth@anteupmagazine.com

BESTBET JACKSONVILLE
(904) 646-0002 • bestbetjax.com
BESTBET ORANGE PARK KENNEL CLUB
(904) 646-0002 • bestbetjax.com
BESTBET ST. JOHNS 
(904) 646-0002 • bestbetjax.com 
CALDER CASINO
 (305) 625-1311 • calderracecourse.com/poker
CREEK ENTERTAINMENT GRETNA
 (866) 946-3360 • creekentertainmentgretna.com 
DANIA JAI-ALAI
(954) 927-2841 • dania-jai-alai.com
DAYTONA BEACH KENNEL CLUB
(386) 252-6484 • daytonagreyhound.com/pokerroom
DERBY LANE
(727) 812-3339 x7 • derbylanepoker.com
EBRO GREYHOUND PARK
(850) 234-3943 • ebrogreyhoundpark.com
FT. PIERCE JAI-ALAI & POKER
(772) 464-7500 • jaialai.net/poker.php
GULFSTREAM PARK
(954) 457-6336 • gulfstreampark.com
HAMILTON JAI-ALAI & POKER
(800) 941-4841 • hamiltondownsjaialai.com

Mon.-Sat. ($15 w/rebuys, 10a); Mon.-Wed. ($27, 6:30p); Thurs. ($40 w/rebuys, 
6:15p); Fri. & Sat. ($47, 6:15); Sun. varies (call for details).

Poker squares; $7 military nights (Sat.); 2X drawing tickets (call for details).

DELAWARE
Mon.-Thurs. ($65, noon, 4p, & 7p); Fri.-Sun. ($65-$340, noon, 4p, 7p & 10p); Sat. 
($30-$60, 9a).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em with descending qualifier; mini bad beat; high hand 
pays up to $250.

Mon. & Wed. (noon); Fri.-Sun. (noon & 7p); monthly $3K freeroll, April 22. See ad 
on Page 28.

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is aces full of jacks; Crushed Quads pays $500; royals 
win poker room jacket and the rest of the table gets $50 (see website for details).

Tue. & Thurs. ($60, 11a); Sat. ($60 w/rebuy & add-on, 11a); monthly $5K guarantee, 
April 20 ($115, noon).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is aces full of kings beaten by quads.

DELAWARE PARK
(302) 355-1050 • delawarepark.com
DOVER DOWNS HOTEL & CASINO
(302) 674-4600 • doverdowns.com
HARRINGTON RACEWAY
(888) 887-5687 • harringtonraceway.com 

Daily guarantees 11a & 7p ($40-$100) w/a $10K guarantee on Saturdays ($100, 
11a). See ad Page 9.

Flopped progressive straight flushes have five payouts per suit; high hands pay $500 
hourly (Mon.-Thurs., noon-2a) and $100 hourly on all other days and hours.

Mon.-Fri. ($30, 1p); Mon.-Tue. & Sun. ($65, 6:30p); Wed. & Sat. ($85 w/$25 bounty, 
6:30p); Thurs. $1K freeroll; Fri. ($105, 6:30p); Sat. & Sun. ($65, 1p). See ad Page 20.

Progressive flopped quads; royals pay $500; high hands pay $200 (Fri., 
8p-midnight); hourly Splash Pots (daily, 2p-6p & 8p-midnight); call for more.

Mon.-Thurs. turbo ($35, noon); Mon. ($120, 7p); Tue. ($65, 7p); Wed. ($80, 7p); Fri. 
($120, 7p); Sat. $2.5K ($140, 7p); Sun. $7K guar. ($275, 1p) & turbo KO ($65, 7p).

Bad beat in limit, no-limit, Omaha and stud; early bird (Mon.-Fri., 10a-11a); Prime 
Time (Mon.-Thurs., 5p-9p) & (Fri., 5p-1a); Super Sat. (noon-11:30p); Sun. (1p-5p).

Daily ($50-$330) on Sun.-Thurs. (1p, 4p, & 7p) & Fri.-Sat. (1p, 6p, & 8p). See ad on 
Page 23.

Daily cash and prize promotions; high hands; tournament high hands; see website 
for more promotions.

Daily ($20-$220) on Sun.-Fri. (8p), Sat. (2p, 8p, midnight). See ad on back page for 
Emerald Coast Spring Classic in May.

High hands pay $100 (Mon. & Fri., 9a-midnight) and $500 (Sun.-Thurs., 2a-3a & 
Fri.-Sat, midnight-9a); $4,999 royal flush of spades (Tue.-Thurs., 9a-noon).

Mon. ($75, 7p); Wed. ($55, 7p); Sat. ($100, 1:30p); Sun. ($55, 4p). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em, Omaha and stud (see website for rules and payouts); 
quads pays $100-$220 (daily).

Daily (6:30p); Mon., Fri., Sun. ($60); Tue. & Thurs. ($80); Wed. ($100). Mon.-Wed. 
tournaments have bounties and Sat. is a rebuy. See ad on Page 15.

High Hand Daily Double; Flop Your Hand & It Pays Double; $400/hr (noon-midnight) 
and $250/hr (daily, 11a & 1a-3a); royals pay $500; Special High Hand of the Hour.

Single-table tournaments available upon interest (call for details). 
 

Royal flush jackpot (daily); progressive high hand (Wed. & Thurs.); progressive 
quads (Mon. & Sun.); high hands pay $500 (Fri. & Sat., 1p-2a); Aces Cracked 

Thurs. & Sun. ($100, 7p); Fri. & Sat. ($50, 7p); Sun. & select Sat. ($100, 1p); monthly 
$20K guar., April 7 ($500, 1p); monthly $6K guar., April 21 ($250, 1p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em (quads), Omaha (quad jacks) and stud (quads); full 
house or better (daily, 10a & 7p); mini bad beat (Tue., 10a). See ad Page 63.

Daily ($50-$150) at noon & 7p; Wed. Big Stack ($150, 7p); Fri. Big Stack ($150, 
noon) & Sun. PLO/8 ($70, noon); WPT BestBet Open, April 28-May 2 ($340-$5K).

Bad-beat jackpots in hold’em, Omaha and stud; royals and steel wheels pay $250 
(spades pay $500); hourly high hands (Sun.-Thurs.). See ad Pages 2-3.

Daily ($50-$150) at noon & 7p; Fri. Bounty ($120, 7p); Sat. Mega Stack ($150, 7p). 
WPT BestBet Open, April 28-May 2 ($340-$5K); see ad Pages 2-3.

Bad-beat jackpots in hold’em, Omaha and stud; royals and steel wheels pay $250 
(spades pay $500); hourly high hands (Sun.-Thurs.).

Daily ($70-$100). WPT BestBet Open, April 28-May 2 ($340-$5K); see ad Pages 2-3. Bad-beat jackpots in hold’em, Omaha and stud.
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(Continued)

ISLE CASINO AT POMPANO PARK
(954) 972-2000 x5123 • theislepompanopark.com
JEFFERSON COUNTY KENNEL CLUB
(850) 997-2561 • jckcpokerroom.com
MAGIC CITY CASINO
(305) 649-3000 • flaglerdogs.com 
MARDI GRAS CASINO
(877) 557-5687 x3167 • playmardigras.com 
MELBOURNE GREYHOUND PARK
(321) 259-9800 • mgpark.com 
CASINO MIAMI JAI-ALAI
(305) 633-6400 • casinomiamijaialai.com
MICCOSUKEE RESORT
(877) 242-6464 • miccosukee.com
NAPLES-FT. MYERS GREYHOUND TRACK
 (239) 992-2411 • naplesfortmyersdogs.com
OCALA POKER AND JAI-ALAI
(352) 591-2345 • ocalapoker.com
PALM BEACH KENNEL CLUB
(561) 683-2222 • pbkennelclub.com
PENSACOLA GREYHOUND TRACK
(850) 455-8595 • pensacolagreyhoundtrack.com
SARASOTA KENNEL CLUB
(941) 355-7744 x1054 • skcpoker.com
SEMINOLE CASINO BRIGHTON
(866) 222-7466 x121 • seminolecasinobrighton.com
SEMINOLE CASINO COCONUT CREEK
(866) 222-7466 • seminolecoconutcreekcasino.com
SEMINOLE HARD ROCK HOLLYWOOD
(866) 502-7529 • seminolehardrockhollywood.com
SEMINOLE HARD ROCK TAMPA
(866) 502-7529 • seminolehardrocktampa.com
SEMINOLE HOLLYWOOD CLASSIC
(866) 222-7466 • seminolehollywoodcasino.com
SEMINOLE CASINO IMMOKALEE
(866) 222-7466 • theseminolecasino.com
TAMPA BAY DOWNS
(813) 298-1798 • tampabaydowns.com
TAMPA GREYHOUND TRACK
(813) 932-4313 • luckyscards.com

Daily ($20-$165). Progressive royals and rolling quads of the day are progressive; hourly $100 high 
hands plus tickets for Sunday raffle.

Friday and Saturday ($110, 8p). Free buffet for all tournament players. Spade royal flush pays jackpot; high hands pay $200 (Sun.-Thurs.) and $300 
(Fri.-Sat.). 

Mon. ($30, 7p); Tue. ($35, 7p); Wed. ($50, 7p); Thurs. ($30, 7p); Fri. ($115, 7p); Sun. 
($30, 4p). See ad Page 40.

High hand (daily); royals pay $500 (daily).

Daily ($30-$550) at noon & 6:30p; Sat. $5K freeroll (6:30p); $500K Deepstack 
Challenge series, May 12-21. See ad Page 19 for schedule.

Bad-beat and mini bad-beat jackpots in hold’em, Omaha, and stud; high-hand 
giveaways for Deepstack Challenge.

Daily ($50-$100); Mon., Fri. and Sun. ($50, 7p); Tue. & Fri. ($50, 1p); Wed. & Sat. 
($100, 7p); monthly $20K guar., April 28 ($350, 1p). See ad Page 63.

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em (quads), Omaha (quad jacks) and stud (quads); full 
house or better (daily, various times); mini bad beat (daily, midnight-4a).

Daily ($40-$440) including Fri. ($110, 1p, 25K chips); Sat. ($160, 1p, 15K chips, 
30-minute levels); deepstack on first Sat. of month ($440, 1p). See ad Page 17.

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em (quad deuces); progressive jackpots in all games; 
$599/$299 high hands (Fri.-Sat.).

Mon. ($30, 7p); Wed. ($20, 7p); Sat. ($50, 7p); Sun. ($40, 2p); free tournaments on 
Thursdays (call for details).

Progressive bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; progressive spade royal flush; Aces Cracked 
pays $100 (Thurs.); quads pays up to $100 (Sun.-Tue.); Rolling Cash Fever (Wed.).

Call for information on scheduled single-table tournaments. Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Daily ($35-$300); WPT Seminole Hard Rock Poker Showdown, April 18-23 
($10,000); see ad Page 27.

Hourly high hands in limit and no-limit (daily); gift card promotion for hours played 
(call for details).

Daily ($40-$550), including Wed. ($240, 7:30p). See ad Pages 4-5. Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em, Omaha and stud. 

Thurs. freeroll ($500 winner-take-all, 6p); Sun. ($40 w/rebuys, 2p). Four of a Kind Frenzy (Thurs.); high hands (Sun.-Fri.); Four of a Kind Wheel Spin 
(Sat.).

Wed. ($35, 7:30p); Thurs. Omaha/8 ($50, 7:30p); Fri. HA ($60, 7:30p); Sat. KO event 
($50, 1p) & deepstack ($115, 6:30p); Sun. Tahoe re-entry ($30, 4p).

$199 high hand (daily, 11a-2p, 4p-7p & Sun.-Thurs., 11p-2a); $2K progressive 
royals; $1K high hand/$199 runner-up (Fri.-Sat., midnight-4a). See ad Page 22.

Daily ($20-$200); Mon.-Sat. (1p & 7p); Sun. (1p & 4p); monthly $10K guar., April 22 
($350, 1p). See ad Page 21.

Progressive payouts (quads and higher); Mon. & Wed. wins up to 5X the players 
buy-in; $599/$299 high hands (Fri.); get paid for quads, straight flush and royals. 

Daily ($20-$80); Sun.-Thurs. (2p & 6:30p); Fri.-Sat. (2p, 7:30p). Sunday Challenge, last 
Sun. of every month ($115, 1p, 15K chips). Charity event, April 20 (2p, $80, 10K chips.)

Rise & Shine starts at $500 (daily, 11:30a-4p); quads ($50-$75), straight flushes ($150) 
and royals ($300) from Sun.-Thurs. (4p-11p); high hands pay 2Xs (Fri.-Sat., 4p-11p).

Mon. ($50, noon & $50, 7p); Tue. ($50, 7p); Wed. ($65, 7p); Thurs. ($65, noon & $50, 
7p); Fri. ($115, 6p); Sat. ($115, 2p); Sun. KO ($125, 2p); April 7 ($275, noon).

Diamond Big Slick Royal Progressive pays minimum of $25K; all other royals pay 
$1K; high hand (daily); WSOP satellite, April 22 ($550, noon).

Mon. ($65, 1p & 7p); Tue. ($35, 1p & 7p); Thurs. KO ($90, 7p); Fri. $7.5K guarantee 
($45, 7p); Sat. ($120, 1p, 10K chips); Sun. ($65, 1p). See ad Page 41.

Bad beat in hold’em; straight flush pays $100; royals pay $500; Aces Cracked (Wed.); 
Spin to Win (Sat., 1p & 3p); prog. high hand (Sun., 1p-3p-5p-7p-9p-11p). See ad below.

Tue. Omaha/8 ($100, 7p); Thurs. $1.5K guarantee freeroll (7p); Sun. $1K guarantee 
shootout freeroll (7p).

Buy a rack, get a $20 stack (daily, 10a); high hand jackpots; 26 progressive jackpots; 
$250K given away in monthly promos (call for details).

Daily ($100-$350); Mon.-Wed. & Fri.-Sat. (noon, 7:30p); Thurs. (7:30p); Sat. & Sun. 
(noon). See ad Page 43.

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em and Omaha; high-hand jackpots in hold’em and 
Omaha.

SNGs daily ($65-$800); call for details. Big Slick Royal Progressive; high hands pay $150; progressive Hot Table pays 
minimum of $500 (daily); Hot Table 100 spins wheel (Sat., 2p, 6p, 10p & 2a).

Fridays ($50, 7:30p, 2K chips, 15-minute levels). Royal flushes win jackpot.
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Tue. ($80, 6p); Wed. ($60, 6p); Fri. ($80, noon); Sun. ($80, noon). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; high hand of the hour (Mon.-Thurs, 10a-2p) pays $50 
per hour; Real Deal Lucky Wheel pays up to $200 (Fri.-Sat., 4p-midnight).

Monthly event, April 15 ($100, 1p). Aces Cracked (Sat. & Sun.); Hot Seat (Wed.).

INDIANA
BLUE CHIP 
(219) 861-4820 • bluechipcasino.com 
CASINO AZTAR 
(812) 433-4000 • casinoaztar.com
HOLLYWOOD CASINO LAWRENCEBURG
(812) 539-8000 • www.hollywoodindiana.com
HORSESHOE HAMMOND
(219) 473-6065 • horseshoehammond.com
HORSESHOE SOUTHERN INDIANA
(812) 969-6000 • horseshoe-indiana.com
MAJESTIC STAR II
(219) 977-7444 • majesticstarcasino.com

Daily ($80-$150) at 11:15a & 7:15p. Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; WPT satellite freeroll for top tournament point-earners 
(call for details).

Mon. & Thurs. ($200, 7p); Tue. & Thurs. ($100, noon); Fri. & Sun. ($200, noon); 
monthly event, April 28 ($500, noon).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em pays out $100K guaranteed. 

Daily ($50-$81); Mon. (noon); Tue. (noon, 7p); Wed. (7p); Thurs. (noon); Fri. 
(midnight); Sat. (noon); Sun. (3p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Wed. ($55, 7p); Thurs. ($60, 7p); Fri. ($130, 7p); Sat. ($60, 1p & $105, 7p); Sun. 
($55, 11a & $60, 7p); Heartland Poker Tour, May 4-21 (call for details).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is aces full of kings; tournament bad-beat jackpot; high 
hand of the day pays $200 (call for details).

LOCATION TOURNAMENTS/SPECIAL EVENTS JACKPOTS/PROMOTIONS 

Wednesday ($160, 1p). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is quad fives.

No tournaments. Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

ILLINOIS

HARRAH’S JOLIET   
(815) 740-7480 • harrahsjoliet.com 
HOLLYWOOD CASINO AURORA   
(630) 801-7471 • hollywoodcasinoaurora.com
HOLLYWOOD CASINO JOLIET  
(815) 927-2175 • hollywoodcasinojoliet.com 
PAR-A-DICE CASINO
(309) 698-6693 • paradicecasino.com

 Thursday ($125, 7p, 4K chips, 20-minute levels); Sunday ($125, 4p, 4K chips, 
20-minute levels); single-table tournaments available (daily, 9a-midnight).

Mega bad-beat jackpot (quad eights); mini bad-beat jackpot (aces full of kings); get 
paid for straight and royal flushes.

Mon. ($115, 7p); Sun. ($115, 11a & $50, 7p). No jackpots or promotions.

IOWA
Tue. & Thurs. ($50, 7:30p); Sat. ($100, 2p); Sun. ($60, 2p). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Mon. Omaha/8 ($40, 1p); Tue. ($40, 1p); Thurs. ($40, 6p); Sat. ($60, noon); Sun. 
($100, 1p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is quads; get paid for straight flush ($50) and royals 
($200).

Mon., Wed., Sat. ($60, 10a); Tue. ($60 w/$60 re-entry, 7p); Thurs. KO ($70, 7p); Sun. 
($40, 10a & 2p); WSOP Circuit runs until April 10 w/main event, April 7 ($1,600).

High-hand jackpot (quads or better).

Mon. KO ($60, 6:45p); Tue. & Thurs. ($40, 6:45p). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em (aces full of 10s) and Omaha (quad 10s); call for special 
poker player hotel rates on high volume weekends.

Monday ($45 w/rebuy and add-on, 6:30p); Sunday Poker League ($50, 6:30p). High-hand jackpots in hold’em for straight and royal flushes (call for details).

DIAMOND JO CASINO NORTHWOOD
(641) 323-7777 • diamondjo.com
GRAND FALLS CASINO
(712) 777-7777 • grandfallscasinoresort.com
HORSESHOE COUNCIL BLUFFS
(877) 771-7463 • horseshoecouncilbluffs.com
ISLE CASINO BETTENDORF
(563) 359-7280 • bettendorf.isleofcapricasinos.com
ISLE CASINO WATERLOO
(319) 833-2183 • waterloo.isleofcapricasinos.com
MESKWAKI CASINO
(641) 484-2108 • meskwaki.com
MYSTIQUE GREYHOUND PARK
(563) 585-2964 • mystiquedbq.com

Tue. ($20 w/rebuys, 7p); Wed. KO ($45, 7p); Thurs. ($30, 7p); Sat. & Sun. ($30, 1p). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; royal-flush jackpot.

Thursday ($40, 6p); Friday ($60, 1p); Sunday ($50, 1p). Straight flush progressive jackpot in hold’em, Omaha and stud pays 10 jackpots 
(call for details).

CRACKING 
UNDER 

PRESSURE?
Stephen Bloomfield, a.k.a. the Doc, is one of Florida’s 
leading psychologists. He wrote Head Games in the 

late ’80s to help competitors of every type use the 
skills he had learned about the effects of the mind 

on performance.After five years of playing poker in 
Florida, Mississippi, Las Vegas, Connecticut and  
occasionally online, Doc is sharing his skills with  
Ante Up readers through periodic columns, titled 
Head Games. Doc offers support to some of the  

region’s best professionals and amateur players with 
one-on-one advising sessions and group workshops.

Email your questions to 
editor@anteupmagazine.com

BUTCH SMITH 
POKER CLASSIC

4th annual

APRIL 22 • NOON
Palm Beach Kennel Club

JUST $50!
allinforfirefighters.com

Play with world champ Jerry Yang!
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Mon., Wed., Fri., Sun. ($45, 10:30a); Mon. & Sun. ($100, 6:30p); Tue. ($45, 6:30p); 
Wed. ($235, 6:30p); Sat. ($180, 10:30a). See ad Page 35 for HPT event details.

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em, Omaha and stud; high hand/hr (Mon., 9a-mid.); Quads 
Board (Thurs., 10a until all quads have been hit); Aces Cracked (Tue., 10a-6p).

Daily ($30-$160) including a Fri. deepstack ($160, 6:15p) and Sun. ($110 w/re-
entries, 2:15p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; royals pay $1K; Aces Cracked (Mon.-Fri., 10a-6p).

Mon. KO ($30, 6:30p); Tue. ($30, 6:30p); Thurs. ($50, 6:30p); Sat. ($60, noon); Sun. 
($40, 2p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em, Omaha and stud; Aces Cracked (Tue.); high hand 
(Mon. & Sun.). 

Mon. freeroll (7p); Tue. ($45, 2p & $125, 6p); Wed. ($45, 10:30a & $65, 6p); Thurs. & 
Sun. ($45, 2p & $125, 6p); Fri. ($65, 10:30a); Sat. ($65, 9:30a & $235, 2p).

Aces Cracked (Tue.); Aces Cracked Double the Pot (Thurs.); Aces Cracked progressive 
(Fri.-Sat.). 

Tue. ($30 for ladies & $40 for men, 7p); Fri. & Sat. ($45, 7p); Sun. KO ($60, 2p). High hands (Mon. & Wed.); bonus hand promo (Tue. & Thurs.); hot seats (Tue. & 
Thurs.); weekly flush bonus (Mon.-Thurs.).

MINNESOTA
CANTERBURY PARK
(952) 445-7223 • canterburypark.com
GRAND CASINO MILLE LACS
(800) 626-5825 • grandcasinomn.com
NORTHERN LIGHTS CASINO
(218) 547-2744 • northernlightscasino.com
RUNNING ACES HARNESS PARK
(651) 925-4600 • runningacesharness.com
SHOOTING STAR CASINO
(218) 935-2711 • starcasino.com
TREASURE ISLAND RESORT & CASINO
(651) 388-6300 • treasureislandcasino.com

Wed. ($60, 6p); Thurs. ($50, 7p); Island Cup Deep Stack events on Mondays ($70, 
6p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; Aces Cracked (Thurs., 10a-6p); get paid for quads 
($44), straight flush ($75) and royals ($100).

HOLLYWOOD CASINO
(913) 288-9300 • hollywoodcasinokansas.com 
KANSAS STAR CASINO
(316) 719-5000 • kansasstarcasino.com  
PRAIRIE BAND CASINO
(785) 966-7777 • pbpgaming.com

KANSAS

Call for tournaments. Call for promotions.

IOWA

Mon. limit Omaha ($30, 11a); Wed. KO ($50, 7p); Thurs. ($30, 6p); Sat. ($30, 1p); 
Sun. ($50, 2p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em (aces full of kings) and Omaha (quad 10s); player 
comps (call for details).

Tue. ($30, noon); Wed. ($30, 7p); Sun. ($60, noon). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is aces full of jacks losing to quads; straight flush pays 
$200.

PRAIRIE MEADOWS CASINO
(515) 967-8543 • prairiemeadows.com
RIVERSIDE CASINO
(319) 648-1234 • riversidecasinoandresort.com

(Continued)

LOCATION TOURNAMENTS/SPECIAL EVENTS JACKPOTS/PROMOTIONS 

LOUISIANA
AMELIA BELLE
(985) 631-1745 • ameliabellecasino.com 
BELLE OF BATON ROUGE
(800) 266-2692 • belleofbatonrouge.com
BOOMTOWN NEW ORLEANS
(800) 366-7711 • boomtownneworleans.com 
COUSHATTA CASINO
(800) 584-7263 • coushattacasinoresort.com 
CYPRESS BAYOU/SHORTY’S CASINO
(800) 284-4386 • cypressbayou.com
ELDORADO CASINO SHREVEPORT
(318) 220-5274 • eldoradoshreveport.com
HARRAH’S NEW ORLEANS
(504) 533-6000 • harrahsneworleans.com
HOLLYWOOD BATON ROUGE
(225) 709-7777 • hollywoodbr.com
HORSESHOE CASINO BOSSIER CITY
(800) 895-0711 • horseshoebossiercity.com
ISLE OF CAPRI LAKE CHARLES
(337) 430-2407 • lake-charles.isleofcapricasinos.com
L’AUBERGE DU LAC CASINO
(337) 395-7777  • ldlcasino.com
PARAGON CASINO
(800) 946-1946 x1975 • paragoncasinoresort.com

Tue. ($65 w/$25 or $50 rebuy and add-on, 6:30p); Wed. ($100, 6:30p); Thurs. ($200, 
6:30p); Sat. ($115 w/add-on, 11a); Sun. ($190, 11a).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is quads; Aces Cracked wins $100 (Mon.-Fri.); Splash 
the Pot pays $100 (Mon.); high hand (Thurs.).

Sunday ($50, 10a). Bad-beat jackpot is any quads; Aces Cracked (Mon. & Wed., 9a-3p); Aces Cracked 
happy hour (Mon.-Thurs., 6p-7p); hourly high hand (Tue. & Thurs., 9a-3p).

Tuesday freeroll (11a) for 4- and 5-star players; Wed. ($35 w/$10 add-on, 7p); Sat. 
($110 w/$10 add-on, noon).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em (quad sixes) and Omaha; high hands (Mon. & Wed.); 
Aces Cracked (Tue. & Thurs.); mini bad-beat is aces full of jacks beaten by quads.

Daily, including Tue. ($20 w/rebuys, 6:30p); Thurs. ($75, 7p); Fri. ($130, 7:30p); Sat. 
($220, 2p). Seven Clans Poker Cup begins March 28.

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Wed. ($40 w/two $20 rebuys & add-ons, 6:30p); Sun. ($40 w/$20 rebuys & $50 
add-on, 1p).

Progressive bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is quads; Aces Cracked pays $100 (Thurs.); 
cash games run on non-tournament days.

Wednesdays ($120, 11a). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em (quads); Aces Cracked.

No tournaments. Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is aces full of 10s beaten by quads.

Mon., Wed., Sat., Sun. ($100-$200 w/rebuys & add-ons) including Thurs. ($200, 6p); 
King of the Red series, April 27-May 7 ($120-$1,080); call for details.

High hands (Sun. & Wed.); Aces Cracked (Mon., Tue., Fri.); Splash Cash (Thurs.). Call 
for details and times.

No tournaments. Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; player comps earned on a tier basis (call for details).

Mon. KO ($20 w/$15 rebuys, 7p); Tue. ($18, 10:30a); Fridays ($60 w/one $50 rebuy, 
7p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; get paid (24/7) for quads ($25), straight flush ($50) 
and royals ($125); high hands pay $50 (Wed.).

No tournaments. Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; minor jackpots daily; cash giveaways Mon.-Thurs.

Sunday Poker Challenge ($50, 1p). Bad-beat jackpot is quads over aces full of 10s.

Mon.-Thurs. (6p); Tue. & Thurs.-Sat. (noon); Sun. (1p). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; Aces Cracked.

Thursdays ($70, 7p) with one optional add-on. Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.
MISSISSIPPI

No tournaments scheduled unless there is enough interest. Bad-beat jackpot (aces full of kings); mini pays 10% (aces full of jacks); Aces Cracked 
pays $100 (24/7) and $100/$200 (Mon.-Thurs., 4p-7p).

Daily ($35-$340). Bad-beat jackpots (call for details); win $100 every other hour (Mon.-Fri., 3a-10a); 
get paid to play (25 hours minimum).

Mon. ($35, 3p); Thurs. ($25, 3p); Fri. ($45, 3p); Sat. ($50 w/add-on, 3p);  
Sun. ($55, 3p).

Bad-beat jackpot (aces full of queens beaten by quads); Hard Rock Jackpot Hands; 
Four of a Kind Blows My Mind.

Tue. ($65, 7:30p, 10K chips; 25-minute levels); Fri. ($35 w/rebuys). Bad-beat jackpot is aces full of 10s beaten by quads or better; bad-beat bonus 
($10K); mini bad-beat jackpot pays $2K; Cash for Quads (Wed.); Aces Cracked.

AMERISTAR VICKSBURG
(601) 630-4996 • ameristar.com/vicksburg 
BEAU RIVAGE RESORT AND CASINO 
(228) 386-7092 • beaurivage.com
BOOMTOWN CASINO BILOXI 
(228) 436-8999 • boomtownbiloxi.com
GOLD STRIKE CASINO AND RESORT
(662) 357-1136 • goldstrikemississippi.com
HARD ROCK BILOXI
(228) 374-7625 • hardrockbiloxi.com
HARLOW’S CASINO
(662) 335-9797 x144 • harlowscasino.com 

MICHIGAN
Wed. ($70, noon); Sun. ($70, noon); Winter Freezout (call for details). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is aces full of jacks beaten by quads.

Mon. ($35, 1p & 7p); Wed. ($75, 11a & $225, 7p); Thurs. ($45, 11a & 7p); Fri. & Sat. 
($75, 11a); Sun. ($75, 11a & $100, 7p); monthly event, April 28 ($340, 11a).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; hourly cash drawings (Tue.).

Tue.-Thurs. ($65, 11a). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em and Omaha.

Tue. KO ($60, 7p); Wed. ($40 w/$20 rebuy, 7p); Thurs. ($10 w/$10 rebuys and 
add-on, 7p); Sun. ($120, 2p).

Progressive bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is quads.

Mon.-Fri. ($25, noon); Mon. ($30, 7p); Tue. & Thurs. ($10, 7p); Wed. ($50, 7p); Fri. 
($30, 7p); Sat. ($30, noon & $50, 7p); Sun. ($30, noon & 4p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

FIREKEEPERS CASINO
(269) 962-0000 • firekeeperscasino.com 
FOUR WINDS NEW BUFFALO
(866) 494-6371 • fourwindscasino.com
GREEKTOWN CASINO
(313) 223-2999 • greektowncasino.com
MGM GRAND DETROIT
(313) 465-1777 • mgmgranddetroit.com
MOTORCITY CASINO
(313) 237-7711 • motorcitycasino.com
SOARING EAGLE CASINO
(989) 775-7777 • soaringeaglecasino.com
TURTLE CREEK CASINO
(231) 534-8888 • turtlecreekcasino.com

Monthly freerolls (call for details). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Mon. ($60, 6:30p); Tue. ($13 w/rebuys, 6:30p); Wed. KO ($45, 6:30p); Sun. ($60, 
12:30p); monthly event, April 28 ($175, 1p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em, Omaha and stud; Soaring Hand jackpots increase daily 
(call for details).

65

Call for tournaments. Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Mon. & Thurs. ($65 w/rebuy, 7p); Thurs. ($45, noon); Sun. ($45, 2:15p). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

C
A

R
D

R
O

O
M

S
@

anteupm
agazine   |   anteupm

agazine.com
   |   APRIL 2012   |   



W
H

E
R

E
 T

O
 P

L
A

Y
C

A
R

D
R

O
O

M
S

* SNG = single-table tournaments; all tournaments are no-limit hold’em unless noted. Poker room managers email roth@anteupmagazine.com66
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MISSOURI
AMERISTAR ST. CHARLES
(636) 949-7777 • ameristar.com
AMERISTAR KANSAS CITY
(816) 414-7000 • ameristar.com
BORDERTOWN CASINO
(800) 957-2435 • bordertownbingo.com 
HARRAH'S NORTH KANSAS CITY
(816) 472-7777 • harrahsnkc.com
HARRAH'S ST. LOUIS
(314) 770-8100 • harrahsstlouis.com
LUMIERE PLACE
(314) 881-7777 • lumiereplace.com
RIVER CITY CASINO
(888) 578-7289 • rivercity.com

Mon. & Tue. ($45 w/rebuys & add-on, 7p); Wed. & Thurs. ($55, 7p); Fri. ($75, 7p); 
Sat. ($75, 2p); Sun. ($55, noon).

Progressive high-hand jackpot pays quads, straight flushes and royals.

Mon. Ladies Only ($50, 7p); Tue.-Thurs. ($85, 7p); Wed. KO ($75, 7p); Fri.-Sun. ($65, 
11a); $20K freeroll (150 hours minimum to qualify; call for details).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em. 

Sun.-Thurs. ($50, 1p & 7p); Fri. & Sat. ($50, 10a). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em (quads); Aces Cracked pays $100.

Mon.-Wed. ($60, 1p & 7p); Thurs. ($60, 1p & $160, 7p); Fri. ($60, 1p & $125, 7p); 
every other Sun. ($60, noon & 5p); WSOP Circuit, April 12-23 (call for schedule).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em and Omaha.

Daily ($60, noon). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; high hands (twice daily).

Daily ($35, 3p). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; Aces Cracked (daily).

Daily at 2p and 7p; Mon. ($20); Tue., Wed., Fri., Sat., Sun. ($30); Thurs. ($30/$45); 
monthly deepstack event, April 14 ($100 w/$50 add-on, 7p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; tournament bad-beat jackpot.

NEVADA

Daily at 11a, 4p and 8p ($75, 5K chips, 20-minute levels); WSOP $1K guar. seat 
added on Wed. (8p) runs until June.

High hands pay quads ($50), straight flush ($250) and progressive royals (starting at 
$1K); Round Table Royals pays $100-$500 to entire table when royal hits.

Twice daily at 1p & 7p ($125, 10K chips, 30-minute levels). No jackpots.

Mon.-Thurs. ($125, 2p); Fri. & Sat. ($545, 2p); Sun. ($335, 2p); Five Star World Poker 
Classic, May 4-26 ($330-$25,500) w/championship event, May 19 ($25,500, noon).

No jackpots.

Daily ($60-$100) at 10a, 2p, 7p and 10p. High hands; quads pays ($50); straight flush pays ($100); royals pay ($250); Monday 
Night Football promotion (call for details).

No tournaments. Multiroom progressive bad-beat jackpot in hold’em starts at quad sixes and pays 
$100K guaranteed; high hand (Wed.); Aces Cracked (Thurs.); $500 high hand (Sun.).

Mon.-Fri. ($70, 9a; $110, noon; $70, 3p; $110, 7p; $85, 10p); Wed. PLO ($110, 6p); 
Sat. & Sun. ($235, 2p).

Progressive bad-beat jackpot in hold’em pays $10K (24/7); high hands (24/7); 
payouts for quads ($100), straight flushes ($200) and royals ($500).

Mon.-Sat. ($45 w/$20 add-on, 2p); Sunday freeroll, 2p (play 15 hours to qualify). High hands; Aces Cracked pays $50; get paid for quads ($50), straight flush ($100) 
and royals ($200); football parlay card with quads or better (call for details).

Daily ($30, 10a); Mon.-Fri. & Sun. ($50, 7p); Sat. KO ($100, 7p). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em, Omaha/8 and stud; Aces Cracked pays $25-$100 
(24/7); Super Beat pays $10K guaranteed; quads of the day pays $100-$400.

Tue.-Thurs. ($60, 6p, 6K chips, 20-minute levels); play in any live hold’em game after 
tournament and get a $20 bonus.

Progressive bad-beat jackpots in hold’em and stud; quads or better is paid daily. 

Daily ($35, 9a; $50, 1p & 5p; $40, 8p) w/one rebuy and add-on; $500 first prize 
guaranteed on Sat. ($50, 9p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em (aces full beaten by quads); spin the wheel pays $20-
$300 for quads or Aces Cracked.

Daily ($70, 10a, 6p and 9p); daily ($60, 12:30a); daily KO ($80, 2p); Friday freeroll 
$1.5K guarantee (9a); monthly freeroll $5K guarantee.

High hand pays quads ($50), straight flush ($100) and royal (progressive by suit); 
Aces Cracked pays $100 (8a-2p); bad-beat bonus: $2,500 for quads or better beaten.

Daily ($30-$45, 8K chips) at 10a, noon, 3p, 7p, and 10p; Mon. & Wed. Omaha; Sun. 
$2,012 guarantee ($60 w/$20 rebuy, noon, 8K chips, 20-minute blinds).

Double high-hand progressive (9a-2p); Aces Cracked pays $50; early bird (daily 
except Wed.) and Omaha tournament and cash game specials (Wed.).

Daily ($40, 10a); Mon. Omaha/8 ($40, 7p); Tue. & Thurs.-Sun. ($40 w/rebuys, 6p); 
Wed. H.O.R.S.E. ($40, 7p).

Multiroom progressive bad beat in hold’em starts at quad sixes and pays $100K 
guar.; progressive high hands (daily); royals are worth $5K-$10K (all suits).

Daily ($55, noon & 8p). Progressive high hands are quads and straight flushes that start at $50; royals start 
at $150; Aces Cracked and hourly high hands pay $100 (Mon.-Thurs., 10a-4p).

Daily ($45, 10a); Sun.-Thurs. ($60, 6:30p); Fri.-Sat. ($80 w/$20 bounties, 6:30p). Aces Cracked pays $50 (Sun.-Thurs.).

Daily ($65) at 1a, 4a, 11a, 3p, 7p, 10p; Sun. $5K guar. ($100, 9a). High hand between 2a-2p wins twice the jackpot.

Nightly ($25, 7p); $10K monthly freeroll (play 40 hours to qualify). Progressive high-hand jackpot; Aces Cracked (daily).

Five tournaments daily: ($25, 8a); ($60, 10a & 3p); ($25, 1a); ($80 w/$20 bounties, 
8p); monthly $10K guar. freeroll (30 hours min. to qualify; call for details).

Mini bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is aces full and pays ($500/$200/$50); high hands; 
Aces Cracked pays $100 (9a-2p).

ALIANTE STATION
(702) 692-7484 • aliantecasinohotel.com 
ARIA
(866) 359-7111 • arialasvegas.com 
ATLANTIS CASINO RENO
(800) 723-6500 • atlantiscasino.com
BALLY’S LAS VEGAS
(702) 967-4111 • ballyslasvegas.com 
BELLAGIO
(702) 693-7111 • bellagio.com
BINION’S GAMBLING HALL
(702) 382-1600 • binions.com 
BOULDER STATION HOTEL & CASINO
(702) 432-7777 • boulderstation.com
CAESARS PALACE
(702) 731-7110 • caesarspalace.com 
CANNERY CASINO
(866) 999-4899 • cannerycasinos.com
CIRCUS CIRCUS LAS VEGAS
(702) 734-0410 • circuscircus.com
COLORADO BELLE HOTEL CASINO
(702) 298-4000 • coloradobelle.com 
ELDORADO HOTEL CASINO
(775) 786-5700 • eldoradoreno.com 
EXCALIBUR HOTEL AND CASINO
(702) 597-7777 • excalibur.com 
FLAMINGO LAS VEGAS
(702) 733-3111 • flamingolasvegas.com 
GOLDEN NUGGET LAUGHLIN
(702) 298-7111 • goldennugget.com 
GOLDEN NUGGET LAS VEGAS
(702) 385-7111 • goldennugget.com 
GRAND SIERRA RESORT
(775) 789-2000 • grandsierraresort.com 
GREEN VALLEY RANCH
(702) 617-7777 • greenvalleyranchresort.com 
HARD ROCK LAS VEGAS
(702) 693-5000 • hardrockhotel.com 
HARRAH’S LAS VEGAS
(702) 369-5000 • harrahslasvegas.com 
HARRAH’S LAUGHLIN
(702) 298-4600 • harrahslaughlin.com
HARVEYS LAKE TAHOE
(775) 588-6611 • harveystahoe.com

Daily ($30, noon); Mon., Tue., Sun. ($50, 7p); Wed.-Sat. KO ($65, 7p). Multiroom Jumbo progressive bad-beat jackpot in hold’em starts at quad sixes and 
pays $100K guaranteed. 

Mon.-Fri. ($40, 11a & 7p); Sat.-Sun. KO ($75, 11a). Rakeback for weekly hours; daily bonus hands for quads or better; poker room comp 
points (call for details).

Daily ($40, 10a); Mon. & Wed. ($50, 6p); Tue. & Thurs. ($75, 6p); Fri. ($95, 6p); Sun. 
($60, 2p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is quads; progressive rewards jackpot is paid on quad 
nines or better and straight and royal flushes.

Monthly cash-added tournaments (up to $3K added to prize pools). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is aces full of jacks beaten by quads.

MISSISSIPPI
LOCATION TOURNAMENTS/SPECIAL EVENTS JACKPOTS/PROMOTIONS 

(Continued)

Daily at 1p ($50-$110); Thurs. $1.1K guar. ($35 w/rebuys, 1p) Thurs. ($50 w/one 
free rebuy, 6p).

Bad-beat jackpots in hold’em, Omaha, and stud; progressive royal single-table 
promotion (call for payouts).

No tournaments. Aces Cracked (24/7) w/double prize hours (10a-2p & 10p-2a) pays up to $200 (call 
for details).

Daily ($10-$40). Mon., Wed., Thurs. (6p); Fri. & Sat. (7p); Sat. & Sun. (2p); Sunday 
$1K guarantee ($10 w/rebuys & $20 add-on, 2p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em (quads, must be in $3-$6 or higher) and Omaha.

Mon. & Tue. ($50, 7p); Wed. ($100, 7p); Thurs. KO ($50, 7p); Fri. ($50, 6p); Sat. $10K 
guar. ($150, 4p); Sun. ($100, 2p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em, Omaha and stud; call for more daily promotions.

Daily ($60, noon). Poker Squares pay up to $1K (Sun. & Mon.).

Mon. ($30, 2p); Tue. ($30 w/add-on, 2p); Wed. KO ($40 w/rebuy, 7p); Thurs. ($30, 
2p); Fri. ($30 w/add-on, 2p); Sat. KO ($40 w/rebuy, 2p); Sun. ($20 w/rebuy, 7p).

Progressive straight and royal flush (daily); Omaha’s Wheel Them Out (Sun.-Thurs., 
10a-10p); high hand (Sun.-Thurs.).

Daily ($20-$70), including a $3K guarantee on Saturday ($20, 7p). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is quads; high hands; ticket drawings.

Mon. Turbo KO ($45, 6p); Thurs. KO ($75, 7p); Sat. Turbo KO ($45, noon); Sun. PLO 
($65, 6:30p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em and Omaha; Aces Cracked wins up to $300 (Tue., Thurs., 
Fri., Sat.). Splash the Pot (Mon. & Wed.).

Daily ($35-$60), including a $2.5K guarantee on Sat. ($60, 2p). Start times for 
events are Mon.-Thurs. (7p) & Fri.-Sun. (2p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em (quads), Omaha (quad sevens) and stud (quads); 
diamond royals pay $500.

HARRAH’S TUNICA
(800) 946-4946 x33760 • harrahstunica.com
HOLLYWOOD CASINO BAY ST. LOUIS
(866) 758-2591 x4026 • hollywoodcasinobsl.com
HOLLYWOOD CASINO TUNICA
(800) 871-0711 x5005 • hollywoodtunica.com
HORSESHOE CASINO TUNICA
(662) 357-5608 • horseshoetunica.com 
IP CASINO RESORT & SPA
(888) 946-2847 x8554 • ipbiloxi.com
ISLE CASINO HOTEL BILOXI
(228) 436-7967 • biloxi.isleofcapricasinos.com
SAM’S TOWN CASINO TUNICA
(800) 456-0711 • samstowntunica.com
SILVER SLIPPER CASINO 
(866) 775-4773 x3766 • silverslipper-ms.com
SILVER STAR CASINO (PEARL RIVER)
(601) 650-1234 • pearlriverresort.com



Fri. ($60, 6:30p); Sat. ($60, 2p). High hands pay quads, straight flushes and royals; Aces Cracked.

LOCATION TOURNAMENTS/SPECIAL EVENTS JACKPOTS/PROMOTIONS 

No tournaments. Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; Quadzillas pay $500; Aces Cracked pays $100; Splash 
Pots pays $50.

Daily ($100, 10a); Mon.-Wed. ($60, 6:30p); Thurs. & Sun. KO ($70, 6:30p); Fri. 
Omaha/8 ($60, 5:30p). 

Multiroom Jumbo progressive bad-beat jackpot in hold’em starts at quad sixes and 
pays $100K guaranteed. 

Daily ($55, noon); ($55, 3p); ($65, 6p); ($75, 9p); ($55, midnight). Progressive royals start at $1K; cash drawings pay $100 (5a, 7a, 9a and 11a); 
Graveyard Trip Comps (daily, 3a-noon) pays $3 per hour instead of $1 per hour.

Mon.-Fri. ($35-$115) at 2p & 6:30p; Sat. ($115, 1p & 6:30p); Sun. ($35 w/rebuys, 
1p & 6:30p). 

High hands; get paid for straight flushes and royals.

Daily ($50, 9a) & ($60, 6p & 11p); Thurs.-Sun. ($40, 2p); $16K freeroll (call for 
details).

Uncapped progressive high-hand jackpot is quads or better with a new progressive 
table share (call for details).

Mon. ($30, 8:30p); Thurs. ($40, 8:30p); Fri.-Sat. ($30, noon); Sun. ($40, 8:30p); all 
tournaments have rebuys.

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; royal-flush jackpot; quads get paid.

Sun.-Fri. ($65, 10a); Wed. KO ($75, 7p). Early bird promo pays $25 every hour between 8a-1p; earn up to $200 per day by 
playing live cash games.

No tournaments. Multiroom Jumbo progressive bad-beat jackpot in hold’em starts at quad sixes and 
pays $100K guaranteed. High hand of the hour (Mon.-Fri., 3a-11a).

Daily ($75, noon & 7p) except Fri. ($125, 7p), Sat. ($100, 7p) & Sun. ($100, 7p). $50K progressive bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; tournament player of the month 
includes top point earners who will receive their share of a progressive prize pool.

Daily ($70) at 10a, 2p and 7p. High-hand jackpots; quads pay $100; straight and royals are progressive starting 
at $250.

Daily ($60, 11a & 7p). Static bad-beat jackpot in hold’em includes a table-share payout; Aces Cracked pays 
up to $150 (daily, 8a-2p); high hands; flopped royals pays table; football promos.

Tue. ($10 w/$10 rebuys, 7p); Thurs. ($20 w/$10 rebuys, 8p); Fri. ($50, 8p); Sat. ($50, 
8p); Sun. ($40 w/$10 bounty, 3p).

$30K bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is quads (call for info on more jackpots).
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Mon.-Thurs. ($40, 10a; $50, 3p & 7p); Fri.-Sat. ($40, 10a; $50, 1p; $100, 5p); Sun. 
($50, 11a & 2p; $100, 5p).

Prog. high hands (daily); tiered high-hand bonus (Mon., Thurs. & Sat.) pays to flop it 
($500), turn it ($250) and river it ($125); Splash Pot Fun (Tue., Wed., Fri. & Sun.).

Daily ($80) at 11:05a & 7:05p; Grand Challenge, April 19-May 6 ($150-$1,600) w/
main event, May 1 ($1,600, noon); See ad & story Pages 34-35.

No jackpots.

Daily ($35, 10:30a); ($60, 12:30p); ($60, 8:30p); $55 single-table tournaments. High Hand Hysteria pays a tiered amount daily (call for details).

Mon.-Fri. at noon, 3p and 8p ($40); Sat. & Sun. ($25 w/rebuys, 9a). Aces Cracked; get paid for quads ($50), straight flushes ($100) and royals ($250).

Mon., Thurs., & Sun. ($55, 10a & 6p); Tue. H.O.R.S.E. ($100, 7p); Wed. ($55, 10a & 
$100, 6p); Fri.-Sat. ($75, 10a & 6p).

Progressive high hand; bad-beat jackpot in Omaha.

IMPERIAL PALACE
(800) 634-6441 • imperialpalace.com
LUXOR HOTEL & CASINO
(702) 262-4000 • luxor.com 
M RESORT
(702) 797-1000 • themresort.com 
MANDALAY BAY
702-632-7777 • mandalaybay.com 
MGM GRAND LAS VEGAS
(702) 891-1111 • mgmgrand.com 
MIRAGE
(702) 791-7111 • mirage.com 
MONTE CARLO RESORT & CASINO
(702) 730-7777 • montecarlo.com 
MONTEGO BAY HOTEL & CASINO 
(775) 664-4000 • wendoverfun.com 
THE ORLEANS
(702) 365-7111 • orleanscasino.com 
PALACE STATION
(702) 367-2453 • palacestation.com
PALMS CASINO 
(702) 942-7777 • palms.com 
PEPPERMILL RESORT CASINO
(775) 826-2121 • peppermillreno.com
PLANET HOLLYWOOD
(702) 785-5555 • planethollywoodresort.com 
RAINBOW HOTEL & CASINO
(775) 664-4000 • wendoverfun.com 
RED ROCK CASINO
(702) 797-7777 • redrocklasvegas.com 
RIO CASINO
(702) 777-7777 • riolasvegas.com 
RIVER PALMS CASINO
(702) 298-2242 • river-palms.com 
RIVERSIDE RESORT
(702) 298-2535 • riversideresort.com 
RIVIERA HOTEL AND CASINO
(800) 634-3420 • rivierahotel.com
SAM’S TOWN LAS VEGAS
(702) 456-7777 • samstownlv.com 
SANTA FE STATION CASINO
(702) 658-4900 • santafestationlasvegas.com 
SOUTH POINT HOTEL CASINO
(702) 796-7111 • southpointcasino.com 
STRATOSPHERE
(702) 944-4915 • stratospherehotel.com
SUNCOAST HOTEL & CASINO
(702) 636-7111 • suncoastcasino.com 
SUNSET STATION
(702) 547-7982 • sunsetstation.com
TEXAS STATION
(702) 631-1000 • texasstation.com
TREASURE ISLAND
(702) 894-7111 • treasureisland.com
TROPICANA
(702) 739.2222 • troplv.com
VENETIAN RESORT
(702) 414-1000 • venetian.com
WENDOVER NUGGET HOTEL & CASINO
(702) 770-7000 • wendovernugget.com
WYNN LAS VEGAS
(702) 770-7000 • wynnlasvegas.com

NEVADA (Continued)

LAKE REGION CASINO 
(877) 872-2501 • lakeregioncasino.com
MANCHVEGAS POKER 
(603) 668-6591 
POKER ROOM AT HAMPTON FALLS 
 (603) 601-2486 • thepokerroomnh.com
RIVER CARD ROOM 
(603) 249-5548 • riverpokerroom.com
ROCKINGHAM PARK
(603) 898-2311 • rockinghampark.com
SEABROOK GREYHOUND PARK
(603) 474-3065 • seabrookgreyhoundpark.com

NEW HAMPSHIRE

Daily ($5 w/rebuys-$60); Mon.-Fri. (5:30p & 8p); Sat. & Sun. (noon, 4p & 8p). No jackpots.

Daily ($5-$50). Times vary by day (1p, 4p, 4:30p, 5p, 7p). Big-stack events on 
Saturdays ($50, 7p, 15K chips).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em (call for details).

Daily ($80-$150) at 11a (Sat.), 1p (Fri.-Sun.), 3:30p, 4p (Sat.-Sun.), 5:30p, 7:30p 
and 9p).

High hands pay $50 (Fri.-Sun.); royals pay $100 (Mon.-Thurs.); Aces Cracked pays 
$25 (Mon.-Thurs.); call for details.

Daily ($5-$60). Times vary by day. Many of the tournaments have optional rebuys 
and add-ons. See website for complete schedule.

Mini-Monster (Wed. & Fri.); River 4,000 (call for details).

Daily ($50-$250). Start times vary from 2p-9p (see website for schedule). Tournament bad-beat jackpot; call for other jackpots and promotions. 

Daily ($30-$200); tournaments times vary (see website for schedule); Sat. 
deepstack ($100, 1:30p); Sun. ($80, 1:30p).

Tournament bad-beat jackpot; call for other jackpots and promotions. 

Daily ($55-$80); Mon.-Thurs. & Sat. (1p & 7p); Fri. (1p & 8p); Sun. (1p & 6p); Wed. & 
Sun. are turbos; winners of tournaments will be invited to the $10K TOC Freeroll.

Harrah’s AC multiroom bad-beat jackpot starts at quad queens and decreases Wed. 
if not hit; high hand (Mon. & Tue.); bonus comps (Wed. & Thurs.); Aces Cracked (Fri.).

Daily ($100-$340); $10K guar. (Mon.), $30K guar. (Wed. & Fri.). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is quad 10s; mini bad beat in hold’em is quad deuces-
nines.

NEW JERSEY
BALLY’S ATLANTIC CITY
(609) 340-2000 • ballysac.com
BORGATA HOTEL CASINO
(609) 317-1000 • theborgata.com

* SNG = single-table tournaments; all tournaments are no-limit hold’em unless noted. Poker room managers email roth@anteupmagazine.com

Sun.-Fri. ($150, noon); nightly ($120, 7p); Tue. KO ($150, 7p); Sat. ($340, noon); 
monthly event, April 7 ($550, noon). 

No jackpots.

Daily ($120, 7p); Sun.-Fri. ($150, noon); Sat. ($340, noon). No jackpots.

Daily at 10a & 7p; Mon. & Tue. ($45 w/$20 add-on, 7p); Wed. & Sun. KO ($65 w/$20 
bounties, 7p); all 10a tournaments are $45 w/$20 add-on.

High-hand bonus for quads or better; earn comp dollars for playing live games.

Daily at 11a, 7p and 11p ($45 w/$20 add-on). Royal- and straight-flush progressive jackpots; high-hand jackpot; get paid for 
quads, straight flushes and royals.

Daily ($50) at 11a, 2p, 7p and 10p. High hands pay up to $500; quads spins wheel; straight flush spins w/2X multiplier; 
royal spins w/5X multiplier; cash back promotion pays up to $599 (call for details).

Daily at 10a, 2p, 8p and midnight (call for schedule). Player comps; cash giveaways (call for more promos).

Daily ($60) at 7a, 11a, 7p and 11p; monthly freerolls. High hands (call for details).

Daily turbo at 10a, 5p and 11:30p ($15); Mon., Wed., Fri. and Sat. ($50, 6:30p). Bad-beat jackpots in hold’em and Omaha; Aces Cracked in hold’em and Omaha; high 
hands pay quads ($25-$50), straight flush ($100), royal ($300).

Sun.-Thurs. ($45, 7p); Mon.-Sat. ($45, noon); Fri.-Sat. ($45, 6p). Multiroom Jumbo progressive bad-beat jackpot in hold’em starts at quad sixes and 
pays $100K guaranteed.

Daily ($23, 10a) & daily ($30 w/rebuy, 1:30p); Fri.-Sat. deepstack ($45 w/rebuy, 7p 
& 11p); deepstack events on 2nd and 4th Sat. of the month ($100).

Uncapped progressive high hands; Aces Cracked pays $50 (midnight-noon & 4p-9p).

Daily KO ($60) at 10a, 2p and 7p (unlimited re-entries during first hour). See ad 
on Page 25.

Progressive bad-beat jackpot pays $25K minimum; players earn comps while 
playing (call for details). 

No tournaments. Multiroom progressive bad-beat jackpot; Splash the Pot (Tue.); Make 4 Flushes pays 
$400 (Mon. & Thurs.); Aces Cracked double the pot (Wed., Sat. & Sun.).

Thurs. & Sun. ($25 w/$20 rebuy, 10a). 
 

Jumbo Jackpot is quad fours beaten.
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Mon.-Fri. ($30 w/$10 rebuys and add-on, 2p); Sat.-Sun. KO ($30, 1p); $5K quarterly 
freeroll tournament (call for details).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Mon.-Fri. ($40, noon); including Mon. PLO (7:30p); Sat. KO ($60, noon). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em. 

Sun.-Fri. ($50, 9:30a); Mon. ($40 w/rebuys and add-on, 7p); Tue. ($50, 6p); Wed. 
($60, 7p); Thurs. & Sun. KO ($70, 7p); Sat. KO ($70, 9:30a).

Progressive bad-beat in hold’em (quads); Omaha bad-beat jackpot pays $5K; 
progressive tournament bad-beat jackpot and royal flush; Aces Cracked; high hands.

Daily ($40-$100) at 11a; Sun.-Thurs. (7p). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

OKLAHOMA

Daily ($30-$80, 7p); Mon., Wed., Fri. ($30, 10a); Tue., Thurs., Sat. ($50, 10a). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em pays $10K. 

Mon.-Fri. ($60- $115) at 2p & 7p; Sat. ($225, noon); Chad Brown Challenge, April 
19-29 ($200-$2,000) w/main event, April 27-28 ($2,000, 2p); See ad Page 37.

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is quads.  

Mon.-Thurs. ($30, noon); Mon. ($40, 7p); Tue. PLO ($60, 7p); Wed. KO ($60, 7p); 
Thurs. ($40, 7p); Fri. ($100, 2p); Sat. ($150, 2p); Sun. PLO ($60, 2p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; tournament bad-beat jackpot.

Mon. ($30, 11a & $30 w/rebuys, 7p); Tue.-Wed. ($15, 11a & $50, 7p); Thurs. ($50, 
7p); Fri. ($30, 11a & $70, 6p); Sat. ($120, 2p). 

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Tue. $1K guar. ($25 w/$20 rebuys, 7p); Wed. $1K guar. ($40, 7p); Thurs. $1.5K guar. 
($65, 7p); Sat. $1.2K guar. ($55, 3p); Sun. ($70, 3p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; splash pots pay $100; high-hand bonuses.

Daily; ask about future satellites to major events. Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em pays $10K.

Mon. ($50, 7p); Wed.-Sun. ($30 w/rebuys, 1p); Wed. $2K guarantee ($60, 7p); Thurs. 
($60, 7p); Fri. ($60, 7p); Sat. ($60 w/rebuys, 5p); Sun. ($60, 5p).

High hands; get paid for quads ($50), straight flushes ($100) and royals ($250).CHEROKEE CASINO ROLAND
(800) 256-2338 • cherokeecasino.com 
CHEROKEE WEST SILOAM SPRINGS
(918) 422-5100 • cherokeecasino.com
CHOCTAW RESORT CASINO
(580) 920-0160 • choctawcasinos.com
DOWNSTREAM CASINO RESORT
(918) 919-6000 • downstreamcasino.com
FIRELAKE GRAND CASINO
(405) 964-7263 • firelakegrand.com
FIRST COUNCIL CASINO
(580) 448-3015 • myfirstwin.com
HARD ROCK TULSA
(918) 384-7800 • hardrockcasinotulsa.com 
OSAGE MILLION DOLLAR BARTLESVILLE
(877) 246-8777 • milliondollarelm.com 
OSAGE MILLION DOLLAR TULSA
(877) 246-8777 • milliondollarelm.com
RIVER SPIRIT CASINO
(918) 299-8518 • creeknationcasino.com
RIVERWIND CASINO
(405) 322-6000 • riverwindcasino.com
WINSTAR WORLD CASINO
(580) 276-4229 • winstarcasinos.com

Mon. ($60, 1p & $115, 7p); Tue. ($100, 7p); Wed. ($60, 1p & $60 w/re-entries, 7p); 
Thurs. KO ($115, 1p); Fri. ($220, 11a).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is quads or better and pays $20K minimum.

Tuesday ($60, 6p); Saturday ($120, 10a); Sunday ($120, 2p). Call for information.

Tuesday ($220, 7p); daily freerolls (call for schedule). Bad-beat (aces full of jacks beaten by quads); get paid for quads ($50), straight 
flush ($100) royals ($200).

NORTH AND SOUTH CAROLINA
HARRAH’S CHEROKEE (N.C.)
(828) 497-7777 • harrahscherokee.com
SUNCRUZ (S.C.)
(843) 280-2933 • suncruzaquasino.com

NEW YORK
SENECA NIAGARA 
(877) 873-6322 • senecaniagaracasino.com 
SENECA SALAMANCA 
(877) 860-5130 • senecagames.com 
TURNING STONE RESORT 
(800) 386-5366 • turningstone.com

Daily ($35-$190); Mon.-Thurs. (10a & 7p); Fri. (10a); Sat. (11a); Sun. (10a, 7p). Progressive bad beat jackpot in hold’em (quad deuces), Omaha (quad nines) and 
stud (quad sevens); Preferred Player Rewards (call for details).

Mon.-Wed. ($60, 11a & 7p); Thurs. ($90, 6p); Sat. & Sun. ($60, noon)
.

Progressive bad beat jackpot in hold’em (quad deuces), Omaha (quad nines) and 
stud (quad sevens); Preferred Player Rewards (call for details).

Mon.-Thurs. ($60-$100) at noon & 7p; Fri. ($70, 2p & $90, 7p); Sat. ($100, 11a & 
$125, 7p); Sun. ($125, 11a & $70, 7p).

Bad-beat jackpot is in hold’em (quad deuces); royals pay $100.
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Sun.-Thurs. ($120, 1:15p & 9:15p); Fri. ($120, 1:15p & $200, 9:15p); Sat. ($200, 
1:15p & 9:15p).

Harrah’s AC multiroom bad beat starts at quad queens and decreases every Wed. if 
it doesn’t get hit.

Daily at 10:15a, 1:15p, 8:15p and midnight ($70-$125). Harrah’s AC multiroom bad beat starts at quad queens and decreases every Wed. if 
it doesn’t get hit.

Daily $65 (11a, 2a & 7p); nightly $60 (11p); winners of each tournament will be 
invited to the $10K TOC freeroll.

Harrah’s AC multiroom bad-beat jackpot starts at quad Queens and decreases every 
Wednesday if it doesn’t get hit; Sun. & Mon. night football promos (call for details).

Daily ($62, 11:15a & 7:15p), including a Fri. ($122, 7:15p) and Sat. ($122, 11:15a & 
7:15p); midnight tournaments run Sun.-Thurs. ($42) & Fri.-Sat. ($62).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is quads; “3-8” special promotion jackpot (call for 
details); tournament bad-beat jackpot is quads over aces full of kings.

NEW JERSEY (Continued)

LOCATION TOURNAMENTS/SPECIAL EVENTS JACKPOTS/PROMOTIONS 

NEW MEXICO
BUFFALO THUNDER CASINO
(505) 455-5555 • buffalothunderresort.com
HARD ROCK ALBUQUERQUE
(505) 724-3800 • hardrockcasinoabq.com
INN OF THE MOUNTAIN GODS
(575) 464-7777 • innofthemountaingods.com
ROUTE 66 CASINO
(505) 352-7866 • rt66casino.com
SANDIA RESORT
(505) 796-7500 • sandiacasino.com
SANTA ANA STAR CASINO
505-867-0000 • santaanastar.com

Daily ($20-$50) at 2p & 7p, including Fri. & Sat. ($50, 7p); many tournaments have 
rebuys and add-ons.

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; tournament bad-beat jackpot; Deuces Never Loses 
(call for details).

Tue. & Fri. (6:30p). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em and Omaha; mini bad-beat jackpot; early-bird special.

Mon.-Fri. ($20, noon); Mon. ($35, 7p); Tue. ($35, 6p); Wed. KO ($55, 6p); Thurs. ($25 
w/rebuys, 6p); Sun. ($55, 2p).

Aces Kicked & Kings Kracked wins a T-shirt (daily); bonus chips (call for details).

Daily ($25-$55); Mon.-Fri. (10a); Tue. & Thurs. (7p); Sat. (1p); Sun. (7p). Action Aces (Mon.-Thurs.); Splash the Pot.

Tue. ($40, 7p); Thurs. ($50, 7p); Sun. ($40, noon); monthly Omaha event, April 11 
(call for details); Big Dog event, April 21 ($150, 2p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em and Omaha.

Mon.-Fri. ($30, 11a); Tue. ($30, 7p); Wed. PLO & Thurs. KO ($40, 7p); Fri. ($100, 7p); 
Sat. ($40, 11a) & H.O.R.S.E. ($40, 7p); Sun. Omaha/8 ($40, 11a) & ($40, 7p).

Splash the Pot (Mon. & Tue., 8p-midnight); get paid for quads ($50), straight flush 
($100) and royal flush ($250).

Monthly events on April 8 & 22 (1:30p); freerolls are held Wed. & Fri. at 6p. Monte Carlo Board (aces full or better) paid out daily; $100 hourly high hands (Sat., 
noon-midnight).

Mon. KO ($55, 6p); Tue. Omaha/8 ($45, 6p); Wed. ($45, 12:30p); Thurs. KO ($55, 
12:30p); Sat. ($95, 2p); Sun. ($60, 6p).

Tournament royal flush bonus pays $200; Boss Bounties pays up to $200; live game 
bonus (call for details).

OREGON

Tue. ($50, 7p); Wed. ($25 w/$10 rebuys, 7p); Thurs. KO ($90, 7p); Fri. ($70, noon); 
Sat. ($120, noon).

Spin the Wheel (Fri. & Sat.); Sunday Super High Hands; Monte Carlo Payouts (Mon.-
Thurs.).

Tue. ($30 w/$25 rebuy & add-on, 6:30p); Thurs. & Sat. ($55, 6:30p); Sun. ($35, 1p); 
Spring Poker Round-Up, April 13-22 ($110-$520) w/main event, April 21 ($520). 

Call for promotions.

CHINOOK WINDS CASINO
(541) 996-5825 • chinookwindscasino.com
ENCORE CLUB
(503) 206-8856 • encoreclub.com 
SEVEN FEATHERS CASINO
(541) 839-1111 • sevenfeathers.com
SPIRIT MOUNTAIN CASINO
(503) 879-2350 • spiritmountain.com
WILDHORSE RESORT
(541) 278-2274 • wildhorseresort.com

 CALL 316-619-3188 TO ADVERTISE!

Daily ($80, 4a, 10a, 4p & 10p); Sat. $10K guar. ($120, noon); Sun. $2,012 guar. 
($50, noon).

Progressive high-hand jackpot.

Mon.-Fri ($25 w/rebuy, noon, 2p & 4p, 10p), ($30 w/rebuy, 6p), ($50-$100, 8p); Sat. 
freeroll (noon); ($10K guar., $120 w/rebuy, 7p); Sun. freeroll (noon).

All weekday tournaments have guaranteed prize pools.

Daily ($50-$230) at 12:15p, 4:15p, 7:15p, & midnight, including two deepstacks on 
Saturdays ($230, 7:15p) & ($120, 4:15p & midnight).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em (quads); high hands are entered into drawings to win 
$1K; 50-50 club (call for details).

CAESARS ATLANTIC CITY
(609) 348-4411 • caesarsac.com
GOLDEN NUGGET ATLANTIC CITY
(800) 777-8477 • goldennugget.com/atlanticcity
HARRAH’S ATLANTIC CITY
(609) 441-5000 • harrahsresort.com
REVEL
(609) 572-6040 • revelresorts.com
SHOWBOAT ATLANTIC CITY
(609) 343-4000 • showboatcasino.com
TROPICANA ATLANTIC CITY
(609) 340-4000 • tropicana.net
TRUMP TAJ MAHAL CASINO RESORT
(609) 449-1000 • playtajpoker.com

Schedule coming soon. Bad-beat jackpot will be available, call for details.



Daily ($45-$150); Mon. (1p); Tue. (7p); Wed. (7p); Thurs. (1p & 7p); Sun. (2p). Bad-beat jackpots in Omaha and stud.

Tue. ($150, noon); Wed. ($250, 7p); Thurs. ($150, noon); Sat. ($400, 11a). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; royal flush pays $100; Hot Seat (Mon., 10a-10p).
WEST VIRGINIA

Daily ($25-$100); Mon., Fri. & Sat. (12:15p); Wed. (10:30a); Sun. (2p); monthly 
event, April 28 (7:30p).

Bad beat is aces full of kings; high hands pay $100 (call for details).

Mon.-Thurs. ($40, 7p); Fri. Turbo ($50, 7p); Sat. KO ($75, 7p); Sun. KO ($50, 7p). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; quads or straight flush lets you spin the wheel; early 
bird special (Mon., Tue., Thurs.). 

HOLLYWOOD AT CHARLES TOWN
(800) 795-7001 • ctowntables.com
MARDI GRAS CASINO AT TRI-STATE
(800) 224-9683 • tristateracetrack.com 
MOUNTAINEER RIVER POKER ROOM
(304) 387-8458 • mountaineerpoker.com
WHEELING ISLAND CASINO
(304) 232-5050 • wheelingisland.com
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Daily ($60-$195). Starting times are Mon.-Fri. (10:30a & 6:30p) and Sat.-Sun. 
(11:30a & 6:30p); WSOP Circuit, April 26-May 7 ($345-$1,600); call for schedule.

Bad beat in hold’em (call for details).

Mon. ($60, 12:15p); Tue.-Fri. ($80, 12:15p); Tue.-Thurs. ($60, 7:15p); Sat. & Sun. 
deepstack ($100, 11:15a); Sun. KO ($125, 7:15p); SNGs available on demand.

Progressive bad-beat jackpot; progressive straight flush and royal flush jackpots 
(call for details).

Daily & nightly ($45, 11a & 7:15p); Fri.-Sat. ($30, 3:15p) & ($45, 11:15p). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; earn $5/hour rake back (call for details).

Mon.-Fri (noon & 7p) & Sat.-Sun (10a & 7p); Mon. ($35); Tue. ($60 & $75); Wed. 
($35 & $50); Thurs. ($60); Fri. ($75 & $120); Sat. ($60 & 120); Sun. ($60).

High-hand promotion (call for details).

Fridays ($100, 10a). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is aces full of kings.

Tue. ($120, 7p); Wed. ($120, noon); Thurs. ($120, 7p); Sat. ($230, noon). Call for details.

PENNSYLVANIA

Mon. ($100, 11a); Tue. ($100, 11a); DeepStack event, April 27 ($300, 11a). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em (quads).

Daily ($65-$555); Sun.-Fri. (noon & 7p); Sat. (noon). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em (aces full of jacks).

HARRAH’S CHESTER 
(800) 480-8020 • harrahschester.com
HOLLYWOOD PENN NATIONAL
(717) 469-2211 • hcpn.com
MEADOWS CASINO
(724) 503-1200 • meadowsgaming.com
MOHEGAN SUN/POCONO DOWNS
(570) 831-2100 • mohegansunpocono.com
MOUNT AIRY CASINO
(570) 243-5184 • mtairycasino.com
PRESQUE ISLE DOWNS & CASINO
(866) 374-3386 • eriecasino.com 
PARX CASINO
(215) 639-9000 • parxcasino.com
RIVERS CASINO 
(412) 231-7777 • theriverscasino.com
SANDS CASINO BETHLEHEM
(877) SANDS-77 • sandsbethworks.com

Mon. ($75, 7:30p); Tue. ($50, 12:30p); Wed. KO ($75, 7:30p); Thurs. ($50, 12:30p; 
Feb. 25 ($125, 11:30a).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

WISCONSIN

Mon. ($50, 7p); Wed. ($40 w/$20 rebuy, 7p); Sat. ($60, noon); Sun. ($35 w/$10 
rebuys, 2p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is aces full of tens and Omaha is quads; Aces Cracked 
pays up to $150.

Tue. ($55, 1p); Thurs. ($90, 6p); Sun. ($55, 3p); monthly event, April 8 ($100, 3p). Call for promotions.

Wed. ($35, 6:45p); Sat. ($60, 4:15p); monthly event, April 7 ($200, 4:15p). Call for future promotions.

Mon. ($33, 1p); Tue. ($22, 7:30p); Wed. ($55, 7:30p); Thurs. ($55, 7p); Sat. ($88, 
noon); Madison Poker Championship running every Fri. & Sat. (call for details).

Hot Seats; rakeback (call for details).

Wed. ($75, 6p); Thurs. Omaha/8 ($65, 6p); Sat. ($80, 1p); Sun. ($65, 6p); $777 
added monthly event, April 27 ($77, 6p).

Double Hours (Thurs. & Sun.); call for details.

Daily ($40, 10a) including Fri. ($75, 6:30p); Sat. ($100, 6:30p); many tournaments 
vary between hold’em, Omaha/8 and crazy pineapple (call for schedule).

High hands and bonus high hands (call for details).

Daily ($25 w/$5 rebuys, 11:30a); Tue. Beat the Boss KO ($50, 6p); Wed. ($50 w/$20 
add-on, 6p).

Daily Double jackpot; get paid for quads, straight flush and royals; Lightning Strikes 
& Thunder Rumbles jackpots (call for details).

Mon. ($25 w/$20 rebuy, 7p); Tue. KO ($35, 7p); Wed. ($45, 6p); Thurs. ($55, 7p); Fri. 
KO ($35, 6p); Sat. KO ($35, 5p); Sun. Omaha/8 ($35, 5p).

Extra tournament chips (two hours of live play required); call for details.

$500K Super Bad Beat Jackpot; $20K Baby Bad Beat Jackpot; high hands pay $100 
every half hour (daily); Players Points Promotion starts March 15 (call for details).

$500K Super Bad Beat Jackpot; $20K Baby Bad Beat Jackpot; high hands pay $100 
every half hour (daily); new Player Point promotio

Mon.-Fri. ($30, 10:30a); Sat. ($60, 11a); Sun. KO ($60, 11a). 
 

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is aces full of jacks beaten by quads; hourly high hands 
pay $100-$300; Monte Carlo board (call for details).

WASHINGTON

Mon.-Fri. ($20, 10:30a); Mon. ($40, 7p); Tue. ($75, 7p); Wed. ($50, 7p); Thurs. ($130, 
7p); Sat. ($100, 11a); Sun. ($65, noon) & PLO ($75, 4p).

Aces Cracked; quads or better pays.

Daily at 12:15p & 7p; Mon.-Tue. & Sun. ($22); Wed. ($11 w/rebuys & $33); Thurs. 
Omaha/8 ($22) & $33; Fri. ($22 & $55); Sat. ($27 & $33).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; mini bad-beat jackpot; royal flush bonus.

7 CEDARS CASINO
(360) 683-7777 • 7cedarsresort.com
ANGEL OF THE WINDS CASINO 
(360) 474-9740 • angelofthewinds.com
CLEARWATER CASINO
(360) 598-8700 • clearwatercasino.com
LITTLE CREEK CASINO
(360) 427-7711 • little-creek.com
MUCKLESHOOT CASINO
(253) 804-4444 • muckleshootcasino.com
NORTHERN QUEST CASINO
(509) 242-7000 • northernquest.com
SNOQUALMIE CASINO
(425) 888-1234 • snocasino.com
SWINOMISH NORTHERN LIGHTS
(360) 293-2691 • swinomishcasino.com
TULALIP RESORT CASINO
(360) 716-6000 • tulalipresort.com.com

Mon.-Fri. KO ($40, 10:30a); Wed. ($20 w/$20 rebuy, 7p); Mon. & Thurs. ladies night 
($20, 7p); Sat. KO ($75, 10:30a); WSOP Spring Fling, April 3-7 (call for details).

Call for promotions.

LOCATION TOURNAMENTS/SPECIAL EVENTS JACKPOTS/PROMOTIONS 

MORE BANG, LESS BUCK!

 CALL 316-619-3188 TO ADVERTISE!
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FLORIDA EMERALD COAST AT EBRO  
LOUISIANA SEVEN CLANS CUP MISSISSIPPI MAGNOLIA PREVIEW ANNIE DUKE FOR PRESIDENT? 

POWER TRIOJohn Racener, Michael Mizrachi and John Dolan form an unprecendented 

triumvirate that could give the Sunshine State its first world title triumph. 

AUGUST 2010
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Ante Up’s WSOP Player of the Year 
Michael Mizrachi wins his first bracelet, 

and he’s not done yet . . .

FLORIDA NEW LIMITS, NEW STAFFS TENNESSEE WELCH WINS A BRACELET VIRGINIA SO LONG, PAPA SMURF ROAD TRIP ATLANTIC COAST

+

. . . Grinder joins fellow Floridians John Dolan  & John Racener at November Nine final table.

Ante Up is a national publication 
with a local publication’s 

advertising prices!
Ads start at just $250!

HO-CHUNK GAMING AT MADISON
ho-chunkgaming.com • (608) 223-9576
HO-CHUNK GAMING AT NEKOOSA
ho-chunkgaming.com • (800) 782-4560  
HO-CHUNK GAMING AT WISCONSIN DELLS
ho-chunkgaming.com • (608) 356-6210
MENOMINEE CASINO
menomineecasinoresort.com • (715) 799-3600
ONEIDA MASON STREET
oneidabingoandcasino.net • (920) 494-4500
POTAWATOMI BINGO CASINO
(414) 645-6888 • paysbig.com

Monday KO ($165 w/$10 add-on, 6p); Wednesday Omaha ($110 w/$10 add-on, 
8p); Sunday ($110 w/$10 add-on, 3p).

None.

Mon. ($35 w/rebuys, 7p); Wed. ($65 w/rebuy, 7p); Thurs. ($55, noon). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; Aces Cracked pays $100; royals pay $200.
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WITH KEVIN MATHERS

Kevin Mathers, a.k.a. Kevmath, is a member of the poker media and a poker enthusiast. Mathers 
built a reputation as one of the go-to guys for poker information on Twitter (@Kevmath). Our own 

Mike Owens of CheckRaze.com chatted with Kevmath about a plethora of topics.
Where are you from? I was born in Ithaca, N.Y. on Sept. 11, 1970. 

The family moved to Syracuse, which is where I’ve lived ever since. 
It’s a nice enough place, but there’s times when you want to get out 
and see the world, which is something that poker has really done for 
me the past few months.

Before you found poker what did you want to do with your life? My previ-
ous employment was working in call centers, being one of  the cube 
monkeys attempting to assist people with a variety of  customer service 
issues. 

I certainly enjoyed my work with TurboTax, helping people resolve 
various issues with the program and answering questions. Working 
with AT&T and attempting to sell people cell phones, not so much. 
That was a soul-sucking job and since I’m not really good at 
closing the deal, my performance suffered and I was gone in 
just a few months. 

How much poker would you say you play? Before Black Fri-
day, my poker consisted of  playing a bunch of  small buy-in 
turbo tournaments online and some $1-$2 no-limit hold’em 
live. I haven’t played much since Black Friday with so much 
news out there and not too interested in the hassle of  depositing 
money on smaller sites.

Since all of the online shutdowns, what significant changes have you noticed 
in the 2+2 community? Besides the increase in traffic from people look-
ing for news, there’s plenty of  speculation and rumors running wild 
on 2+2. The numerous delays by Full Tilt Poker to provide timely 
information regarding the release of  funds to U.S. players has angered 
the community as a whole. 

What’s your opinion of some of the smaller poker sites still available to U.S. 
players? It’s nice that there are still some options available for players 
like the Merge Network. I think a lot of  players wonder what happens 
if  the DOJ decides to go after these sites, will they be able to get their 
funds back quickly like with PokerStars? Full Tilt Poker’s problems 

getting money back to U.S. players should set up warning signals to 
not put your entire bankroll onto sites for fear of  losing your money. 
If  you look at pokerscout.com, the smaller sites have risen since Black 
Friday; but there are thousands of  players who have disappeared from 
the online poker economy. That’s because their money is tied up, 
have trouble getting money onto these smaller sites as deposit options 
aren’t as prevalent with the major sites, and they’re worried about 
their funds.

Do you have a favorite casino or poker room? My favorite casino is the one 
closest to me, Turning Stone in Verona, N.Y.

About how many tweets would you say you send out a week? It sort of  de-
pends on how busy a news day it is, but I sometimes throw up some 

personal tweets as well. On a typical day, I’m averaging about 
35-40 tweets a day, but expect it to ramp up substantially in 
the coming weeks during the WSOP.

What does a typical day look like for you? I try to get my day 
started around 8 a.m., and check my emails and look at 
my Twitter feed to see if  anything interesting has happened 

overnight. Then it’s taking a look at 2+2 and going through 
threads, removing inappropriate posts, etc. Then it’s a lot of  

Internet browsing, writing articles, chatting with people on Twitter. 
Recently, I’ve tried to get in a walk every day to get myself  away from 
the computer for a while and get some needed exercise. One thing I 
really wish I could do better is manage my time, when I try to do too 
many things at once, plenty of  things I work on don’t go as well as 
expected.

If you could snap your fingers and make some changes to the world of poker, 
what would they be? Legalized and regulated online poker; it’s the one 
thing that has to happen in the United States to help grow the game 
and bring back the players who’ve left in the wake of  UIGEA and 
Black Friday. The glory days of  the “poker boom” are long gone as 
games continue to get tougher. S
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POKER CRUISE

Royal Caribbean International reserves the right to impose a fuel supplement on all guests if the price of West Texas Intermediate fuel 
exceeds $65 per barrel. The fuel supplement for 1st and 2nd guests would be no more than $10 per guest per day, to a maximum of $140 

per cruise; and for additional guests would be no more than $5 per person per day, to a maximum of $70 per cruise.

*All prices are per person, based on double occupancy, and include taxes, 
 government fees and port charges. Limited number of staterooms available 

 at these introductory rates.  Ships Registry Bahamas

ANTEUPMAGAZINE.COM/CRUISE 

AUG. 27-31, 2012

ALL BOOKINGS MUST BE MADE THROUGH ANTE UP TO PLAY 
IN THE POKER ROOM, PER ROYAL CARIBBEAN POLICY.  

QUESTIONS? CALL SCOTT LONG @ 727-331-4335

PORT 
CANAVERAL

RATES STARTING AT $369 WITH PORT STOPS 
IN COCOCAY AND NASSAU, BAHAMAS!

PLAY POKER ABOARD THE MONARCH OF THE SEAS!

y
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FREE 
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y
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y
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FOOD!




