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WCOOP 2009 Schedule

The above schedule is for information purposes only and is in no way binding on PokerStars. The official scheduled time, date, game, buy-in and guaranteed prize pool for each event is posted to the PokerStars client under the 
Events/WCOOP tab. Management reserve the right to modify or remove any or all events and related information, without notice, prior to the start of any event and prior to the start of any event and assumes no liability towards 
any player in connection with any such modification or removal. 

Please note all times listed are ET. 

Date time event Buy-in Guarantee
3-Sep 14:30 nL Hold'em [6-max] $215 $1,250,000

16:30 razz $215 $200,000
4-Sep 14:30 PL Omaha [6-max] $215 $500,000

16:30 nL Single Draw 2-7 w/rebuys $215 $200,000
20:00 8-Game [10-minute levels] $109 $50,000

5-Sep 12:45 nL Hold'em $109 $1,000,000
14:30 PL 5-Card Draw $215 $200,000
16:30 FL Hold'em $215 $400,000

6-Sep 12:45 nL Hold'em $215 $1,000,000
14:30 nL Hold'em [High roller] $10,300 $2,000,000
16:30 nL Hold'em [2-day] $530 $3,000,000

7-Sep 14:30 nL Hold'em [4-max] $215 $500,000
16:30 7-Card Stud $320 $150,000

8-Sep 14:30 mixed Hold'em [6-max] $320 $300,000
16:30 FL Badugi $320 $100,000
20:00 nL Hold'em $1,050 $500,000

9-Sep 14:30 nL Hold'em triple Shootout [10-max] $530 $500,000
16:30 8-Game $320 $300,000

10-Sep 14:30 PL Omaha [6-max, 1r1a] $320 $400,000
16:30 FL triple Draw 2-7 $320 $100,000

11-Sep 14:30 nL Hold'em w/rebuys $215 $1,250,000
16:30 FL Omaha Hi/Lo $530 $400,000
20:00 nL Hold'em [10-minute levels] $320 $300,000

Date time event Buy-in Guarantee
12-Sep 14:30 nL Hold'em [Heads-up match Play] $530 $1,000,000

16:30 H.O.r.S.e. $320 $400,000
13-Sep 12:45 nL Hold'em $215 $1,000,000

14:30 nL Hold'em [High roller match Play] $25,500 $800,000
16:30 nL Hold'em [2-day] $1,050 $3,000,000

14-Sep 14:30 mixed [PL Hold'em, PL Omaha] $320 $400,000
16:30 nL Hold'em [2X Chance] $320 $600,000

15-Sep 14:30 PL Omaha w/rebuys [6-max] $320 $700,000
16:30 7-Card Stud Hi/Lo $530 $200,000
20:00 nL Hold'em $1,050 $500,000

16-Sep 14:30 nL Hold'em [big antes] $215 $500,000
16:30 PL Omaha Hi/Lo $320 $500,000

17-Sep 14:30 nL Hold'em w/rebuys [6-max] $530 $1,000,000
16:30 PL Omaha [6-max] $2,100 $600,000

18-Sep 14:30 nL Hold'em [1r1a] $530 $1,000,000
16:30 FL Hold'em [6-max] $1,050 $400,000
20:00 nL Omaha Hi/Lo [10-minute levels] $215 $200,000

19-Sep 14:30 PL Omaha [Heads-up match Play] $530 $250,000
16:30 8-Game $2,100 $350,000

20-Sep 12:45 nL Hold'em $215 $1,000,000
14:30 H.O.r.S.e. [High roller] $10,300 $1,000,000
16:30 nL Hold'em main event [2-day] $5,200 $10,000,000
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USE CODE “PSANTE50”* 

you can still become a 

2009 WOrLD CHamPiOn 
the World Championship of Online Poker  

• 45 events  
• 3-20 September  
• $40 million guaranteed prize pool

Qualify from $3 exclusively at the world’s largest poker site. 
For the latest WCOOP news and features including tournament 
build-up, player interviews, video highlights and more, visit
www.wcoop.com

4095 WCOOP 09 Ad DPS - AnteUp US.indd   2 03/07/2009   15:38



Prove you’re South Florida’s Best Poker Player and drive home in 
a 2010 Mercedes C-Class. 

9 0 1  S .  F e d e r a l  H i g h w a y,  H a l l a n d a l e  B e a c h ,  F L  3 3 0 0 9
I - 9 5 ,  E x i t  H a l l a n d a l e  B e a c h  B l v d . ,  E a s t  t o  U S  1   |   g u l f s t r e a m p a r k . c o m

9 5 4 . 4 5 4 . 7 0 0 0   |      P r o u d  t o  b e  s m o k e  f r e e   |   O p e n  3 6 5  D a y s

Must be 18 or older. Gulfstream Park reserves the right to change, alter or cancel part of or  
in its entirety any promotion at its sole discretion. Concerned about a gambling problem? Call 1-888-ADMIT-IT.

Top 50 point earners will play in the Finals on September 6th.

First Place winner in the championship round on Sunday,  
September 6th will win a 2009 Harley–Davidson  
Fat Boy Cruiser.
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HERE’S TO ANOTHER GREAT YEAR

PUBLISHERS
Christopher Cosenza 

Scott Long

CONTRIBUTORS
Lee Childs

Chris Dombrowski 
Lauren Failla 
John Lanier 
Joe Navarro 

Dr. Frank Toscano 
Chaz Allen

LETTERS
Got a gripe? Bad beat 
story falling on deaf ears? 
Drop us a line at letters@
anteupmagazine.com 
and tell us about it. Leave 
your name and location.

FORUM
Crave some immediate 
feedback? Log on to 
anteupmagazine.com/
forum to talk Florida poker.

BACK ISSUES
If you missed a copy of 
Ante Up, you can go to 
anteupmagazine.com 
and download it for free.

ADVERTISING
Rates start at $250. Send 
an email to advertising@
anteupmagazine.com or 
call (727) 331-4335.

SUBSCRIBE
To get Ante Up magazine 
delivered at home log on 
to anteupmagazine.com/
subscribe.

SHOP
Would you like to wear 
Ante Up colors? Go to 
anteupmagazine.com/
store to shop 24/7.

POKERCAST
It’s the best poker show 
on the Internet. Tune in to 
anteupmagazine.com on 
Fridays or subscribe on 
iTunes for free.

BORING STUFF
• All material in Ante Up is 
copyrighted and all rights 
are reserved. 
• Any reproduction of 
material in this magazine 
without consent of the 
publishers is forbidden.
• We do not endorse 
services or products 
advertised, nor are we 
responsible for ad copy.

anteupmagazine.com
PUBLISHING LLC

2519 McMullen-Booth Road
Suite 510-300

Clearwater, FL 33761
(727) 331-4335

Has it been a year already? Yes, that’s cliché, but it 
really is quite remarkable how quickly 12 months fly by 
when you’re busting your hump trying to give Florida 
the best poker magazine possible. 

And we couldn’t have done it without you. Again, 
cliché, but that doesn’t make it any less true. So thanks 
to you, the poker player, for picking up our magazine 
while waiting for a seat, and the poker room manag-
er, for making sure our magazines are distributed for 
everyone to read, and the free-league owners, for re-
ligiously emailing us news and photos every month so 
we have something to put on these pages besides our 
ugly mugs. 

Over the past year we’ve visited every poker room in 
the state (more than once) and we’ve developed some 
cherished working relationships with staff, managers 
and directors. One thing’s for certain: Florida has some 
of  the best poker players and people in the country, and 
we’re proud to be a small part of  the family. 

It’s been a pretty eventful first year, from clip-and-
mail letters for your legislative representatives and the 

launch of  a statewide tour and poker cruise, to follow-
ing some of  you at the World Series of  Poker and in-
troducing the Ante Up Florida’s Choice Awards. We’re 
just grateful you’ve embraced us along the way. 

That’s not to say there weren’t some hiccups, too. In 
our very first issue there was a letter to the editor about 
Florida’s $5-$10 NLHE games that infuriated quite 
a few poker room managers and dealers, yet not one 
player ever complained. Interesting. 

But in the end it all worked out. Now we’d like you to 
come celebrate with us at One-Eyed Jacks in Sarasota 
on Sept. 19. (See ad on back cover). Free stuff !

Seriously, we see big things in the future for Florida 
poker, and for Ante Up. As the poker scene continues to 
grow here we’ll grow right along side it, providing you 
with the best in news, results and entertainment. 

Thanks for reading, writing and supporting us. 
Here’s to another year of  getting to know each other, 
and another year of  great poker.

We’ll see you at the tables.
Christopher Cosenza and Scott Long

6

   |
   S

EP
TE

M
BE

R 
20

09
   |

   a
nt

eu
pm

ag
az

in
e.

co
m

 



Prize money based on maximum participants. Must be at least 18 years old to play. See Brush Stand for complete details. Persons who have been trespassed or banned by the Seminole Tribe of Florida or those who have opted 
into the self-exclusion program are not eligible. If you or someone you know has a gambling problem, please call 1.888.ADMIT.IT.

OCTOBER  2 – OCTOBER  12

1	 OCTOBER  2 11:00 AM  	 $150 $25,000
2	 OCTOBER  3 11:00 AM 	 $350     $30,000 	
3	 OCTOBER  4 12:00 PM 	 $150 $15,000
4 	 OCTOBER  4 6:30 PM  	 $75 $8,000
5 	 OCTOBER  5 11:00 AM	 $75 $6,000
6	 OCTOBER  5 6:30 PM 	 $300 $25,000
7	 OCTOBER  6           6:30 PM	 $150 $15,000
8		 OCTOBER  7       6:30 PM																 $75 $8,000
	 OCTOBER  8       11 AM,  2 PM,  7:30 PM

9 OCTOBER  9 DAY 1A    11:00 AM $1,100 $150,000
 OCTOBER  10 DAY 1B  11:00 AM	 $1,100 $150,000
 OCTOBER  11 FINAL DAY   11:00 AM $1,100 $150,000
10	 OCTOBER  11           6:30 PM	 $75 $8,000
11		 OCTOBER  12       11:00 AM	 $350 $35,000

DATEEVENT # BUY-IN          TIME

Satellite 
Day

GUARANTEED PRIZE POOL

1  semi nole way, hollywood fl, 33314 •  954.327.RoCK •  semi nolehaRdRoCKhollywood.Com 
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ON THE BUTTONROAD TRIP

COVER STORY

STRATEGY

And the “Antes” 
go to . . . 
Our inaugural Ante Up 
Florida’s Choice Awards 
have been doled out, 
and there were a 
few sweeps, but that 
doesn’t mean there 
weren’t a few surprises, 
too. Plus, we polled 
poker room managers 
for their picks. 34
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The water’s warm 
You say it’s too hot to travel the 
state playing poker? We have the 
answer for you: water parks! 28

He may be Hall of Fame bound 
Ante Up’s Chris Cosenza got to hang out with 
1983 world champion Tom McEvoy and the 
crew of the Palm Beach Princess Casino’s poker 
room. McEvoy is one of the favorites to be 
named to the Poker Hall of Fame this year. 52

PERSPECTIVE

Tipping on top of tipping 
If you pay 
for the 
dealer add-on, 
should you 
tip if you cash, 
too? 46

FLORIDA’S 
CHOICE

Wanna run it twice? 
If you’ve ever watched cash games on TV you 
know what running it twice means. Currently, 
you aren’t allowed to do this in Florida poker 
rooms. With higher limits possibly on the  
way, the state might want to reconsider.  27

Kraken’s Conquest at Daytona Lagoon

Photo courtesy of Daytona Lagoon

Harmless cigar? 
There’s no such thing, 

according to our Healthy 
Bet columnist. 40

Play their game 
Or at least stop giving 
your opponents too 
much credit. 42

The Favorite 
That’s what they call  
Maurcice Hawkins, and 
with good reason. 42

Maybe Orlando is jinxed after all 
Penn National Gaming pulled poker expansion at its 
Sanford-Orlando Kennel Club off the county agenda, 
continuing the drought of Orlando-area poker. 16

It’s party time! 
One-Eyed Jacks Poker 
Room at Sarasota  
Kennel Club will host 
Ante Up’s one-year 
Birthday Bash on  
Sept. 19, and there 
will be cake! 20

Ladies Only 
The 
High 
Heels 
Poker 
Tour 
digs in at Vegas and the 
Silks. 14, 18



Another winning yeAr!

We are happy to announce the Isle® Casino Pompano Park  
has won top honors in the Readers’ Choice, Large Division 

category awards of Ante Up magazine!

Best Overall • Best Cash Game Variety • Best Multi-Table Tournaments

Best Sit-And-Go Tournaments • Best Promotions • Best Equipment  

Best Players • Best Management • Best Dealers 

Best Cocktail Waitresses/Bar Staff • Best Massage Therapists 

Best Amenities • Best Food/Restaurants • Best Web Site

Best Entertainment

Powerline Road, South of Atlantic Blvd.
777 Isle of Capri Circle • Pompano Beach, FL  33069

1-877-ISLE-2WIN • www.theislepompanopark.com
© 2009 Isle of Capri Casinos, Inc. Gambling problem? Call 1-888-ADMIT-IT. www.theislepompanopark.com

winner



Miami/Ft. Lauderdale 
Poker Scene

W
ith the media all abuzz over the World Series, it’s tough for play-
ers doing well elsewhere to get some ink. But, when you had 
the kind of  month Maurice Hawkins had, word is bound to get 
out. 

At the Venetian DeepStack series, Hawkins chopped a $550 event 
for more than $50K, and then a few days later he won another Deep-
Stack event for $67K. Those two wins made him the series points 
leader for more than a month. Ultimately he finished second in that 
race and won $15K for that accolade. During the month-long trip he 
also won a $10K seat to the WSOP Main Event (though he was one 
of  the shutout players on Day 1D so he had to settle for the cash) and 
he won a couple of  Caesars tournaments, including the Sunday Main. 
All told he took home $165K.

It’s about time the Ante Up Nation got to know Maurice Hawkins, 
who also won a pair of  WSOP circuit events recently as well. 

Nicknames: “Hawks” and “The Favorite.”
Residence: I live in Ft. Lauderdale. I bought myself  a house from my 

poker winnings.
Has he always lived here? I came from St. Louis. I actually came here 

to go to college. (He had a full scholarship to Alabama A&M but was 
robbed his first semester. His mom told him it wasn’t safe there so 
he moved to Florida to play nickelback and outside linebacker for 
Bethune-Cookman).

Career plans before poker? I was going to be a heart surgeon (he even-
tually graduated from St. Thomas with a degree in biology), but I was 
a natural at poker. I’ve been playing for six or seven years profession-
ally. 

Game of choice? Hold’em. There is no other game for me. I’d rather 
be a master of  one game than a jack of  all 
trades. And it’s hard for me to say I’m 
a master because I believe that I be-
come better every time I take a trip 
somewhere. … But I’d like to try to 
become better at hold’em than trying to control a 
bankroll and learn all the games. … Hold’em is hard enough.

Favorite hold’em hand: I like pocket threes, six-deuce suited, 5-3 
and 6-7 (laughs). 

We said favorite hand. (Pause) Probably six-deuce suited. (laughs) 
Most of  the time you have a gutshot and a flush draw and people 
never put you on it. Poker’s all about the hand they think you 
have and not the hand you actually have.

Why was he so successful out West? It was all about adapt-
ing to the Vegas style of  play, which was a very aggressive and very 
calculated form of  play, as opposed to South Florida, where you can 
sit back and pick your spots because you have time. In Vegas it’s very 
hard to get chips from people and it’s very hard to know where they 

are in a hand because there are a lot of  great players in Vegas. The 
first two or three tournaments I had to re-evaluate the play and stra-
tegic moves I was doing. From then on I pretty much had to redefine 
myself  as a poker player and I had a lot of  success.

How often does he travel? I used to travel maybe three to four times a 
year, but lately I decided to try to start to build a name for myself  and 

become a successful tournament player. I’m probably going to be 
traveling all the time now. Two weeks out of  every month and then 
just relax when I’m home the other two weeks. … And then I’ll go 

out for the World Series for the whole 30 days.
Does he play online? Not at all. I believe that’s poker death. I 

believe online play teaches you to be mechanical. Although 
there’s a lot to be learned from online poker, I just don’t like 

how mechanical it is. … I have never played online. 
What’s the object of poker? When poker players are 
first getting started they think the object of  poker 
is to play every day. But it’s really just to keep a 
clear head and be smart about your bankroll.  
What will an increase in limits mean to Florida and him? 

I believe it would be great because tournament play-
ers in Florida are the best in the world. As far as the cash 

games I think it might be a really bad situation for a lot of  poker play-
ers because Florida players don’t really know how to play cash games. 
But I think it will be great for our economy, and for me.

PLAYER PROFILE: MAURICE HAWKINS
An occasional interview with a Florida player • By Christopher Cosenza

Meet

I’d rather be a master of one game than a jack of all trades. And it’s hard for me to say I’m a master because I 
believe that I become better every time I take a trip somewhere. — Maurice Hawkins on playing only hold’em.
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“Hawks” flashes his 
trademark smile 
after winning a WSOP 
circuit event recently.
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September 28 to october 5

2nd AnnuAl 
Isle Open deep stAck 
Poker ChamPionshiPs

play in thiS exciting championShip event for a chance to 
win your Share of $230,000 in guaranteed caSh prizeS!

event date time buy-in Guarantee
$100 

bounty
Sept. 28 1:30pm $330 $30,000

preliminary Sept. 30 1:30pm $550 $50,000

championShip        
day 1

oct. 3 2:00pm $900 $150,000

day 1b oct. 4 1:00pm $900

oct. 5 1:00pm

oct. 6 1:00pm

remaining playerS 
from 1a and 1b play

if neceSSary

Powerline Road, South of Atlantic Blvd.
777 Isle of Capri Circle • Pompano Beach, FL  33069

1-877-ISLE-2WIN • www.theislepompanopark.com
© 2009 Isle of Capri Casinos, Inc. Must be 21. Gambling problem? Call 1-888-ADMIT-IT. 
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Seminole Hard Rock Hollywood

William Beasley of  Hollywood shows off  
his trophy for winning the $1,100 Heavy-
weight Division in July’s Main Event tourna-
ment series at the Paradise Poker Room. We 
know those aces weren’t his final cards because 
they’re both spades. Beasley bested nearly 120 
players to pocket $38,940.

The $575 Cruiserweight Division attracted 
74 starters and Leonard St. Germain Jr. of  
SW Ranches won the title and $12,950.

The $350 Middleweight Division had 92 
entries and Cooper City’s Steven Wolansky 
grabbed first place and $9,385.

Flagler Greyhound Track

The news coming out of  the Magic City Poker Room had been fairly quiet over the 
past few months, but that’s all changed now! Orlando Fernandez, left, has every reason 
to smile after hitting the heart royal flush jackpot for $113K. Manager Ileana Zamora, 
center, says it’s the largest jackpot in Florida history for royal flushes. “It created quite a 
stir in the room,” she said.

Elie Elias, left, and Fernando A. Pages 
won World Series of  Poker Main Event 
seats at the Magic City Poker Room’s 
$550 56-player satellite.

Both players made it past their respec-
tive Day 1s in Vegas, but fell short of  cash-
ing in the nearly 6,500-player main event.

Phillip Wiser, left, won the JCC’s Mi-
ami Beach charity event at Flagler. The 
$200 event (with rebuys) had more than 
100 players.

James Clay, sitting with manager Ileana 
Zamora, won the Puppies and Poker Chal-
lenge on July 2, besting a field of  more 
than 120 players in a handicapping contest 
(on Flagler’s live races). After that he was 
automatically entered into the final table 
challenge in the poker room. Clay scooped 
the entire promotion by winning the poker 
tournament. He took home $1,500 for his 
efforts.

Leonardo Estevez and Manny Rodri-
guez chopped the $100 event on June 28. 
Each player received $1,920.

12

   |
   S

EP
TE

M
BE

R 
20

09
   |

   a
nt

eu
pm

ag
az

in
e.

co
m

 



Get your
Player 

Rewards 
Card 

NOW!PLAYER REWARDS

Start earning points 
towards comps!

The Silks Poker Room at Tampa Bay Downs
11225 Racetrack Rd. Tampa, FL 33626  Phone: (813) 298-1798 

Just 10 minutes West of  Tampa International Airport
Check out our multi-table tournament calendar & promotions at

GREAT FOOD & FUN!
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 12:30PM-12:30AM

- FUll RESTAURANT - FUll BAR - TABlE-SiDE cOcKTAil SERvicE 
- ROAMiNG TEllERS  - 50 PlASMA ScREEN Tv’S 

Buy your tournament seats on-line at

WWW.TAMPABAYDOWNS.cOM

  Table-Side Massage

Progressive Bad 
Beat Jackpots, 
Bonus Hand 

Payouts, Cash 
Giveaways, 

Happy Hour, 
and Promotions 

EVERYDAY!

Brand new multi-table structures and times. 
check them out on the website!

50 men & 50 women

Battle of the Sexes 
to Battle Breast Cancer

$100 buy-in
$20 re-buy and an 

optional $50 add-on 

Oct 10th at 4:00pm
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Construction at Calder Race Course moved 
indoors the week of  July 20 as 
work began on the new Studz 
Poker Club on the first floor. 
Temporary construction walls 
will protect guests from the con-
struction site, but windows will 
be built-in, providing “sneak peeks” into the 

future of  this new gaming opportunity. Calder 
officials invite you to check in 
on the progress

Studz Poker Club is sched-
uled to open in late October, 
featuring 29 tables, with Chris-
topher Trabue at the helm as 

director of  poker. 

High Heels Poker Tour

It may have been the first time the 
HHPT visited the Hard Rock in Vegas, 
but it was the third time Lisa Teebagy 
won an HHPT event. Three Floridians 
cashed overall in the June 10 tourna-
ment, and Ante Up friend Karina Jett 
cashed again, grabbing sixth.

1. Lisa Teebagy Lighthouse Pt. $1,664
2. Malene Hebjoern, Las Vegas $950
3. Sonya Jurkovich, Las Vegas $588
4. Gwen Wolaver, Naples $392
5. Tammi Amberg, Naples $196
6. Karina Jett, Henderson, Nev. $130

Calder breaks ground on new poker room

Tamarac’s Brian Baris was declared the winner of  
the July 22 Dan Le Batard 790 The Ticket Celebrity 
poker tournament at Dania Jai-Alai.

The Wednesday night event drew more than 200 
players, one of  the largest crowds of  the year for the 
$50 monthly tournament. The final nine chopped the 
prize pool with each receiving $957. Baris  who was the 
chipleader at the time, took home the trophy.

BAD BEAT: Judie Kraiem thought she 
had a winner when she hit for four 

queens while playing in an Oma-
ha cash game. 

Then, Bernie Zisholtz flipped 
his cards to reveal four kings. The 

table erupted into applause and Kraiem realized she hit the bad-beat jackpot. 
The table would share in the $4,901 pool. Kraiem received 50 percent (nearly 

$2,500) while Zisholtz got $1,470 (plus what he won in the hand). The remaining 
players at the table each received $163.  

Dania Jai-Alai

Brian 
Baris

Dan 
Le Batard

506 South FirSt Street • immokalee, Fl 34142 • 800-218-0007 • SeminoleimmokaleecaSino.com
Must be 18 years or older to play Live Poker. If you or someone you know has a gambling problem, please call 1-888-ADMIT-IT.

It’s a poker 
thIng!
Poker Room Open 24 Hours

Daily Hi Hands and tournament winners will receive 
free entry into our weekly $2,000 Free Roll. 

High Hands Daily 10am - 2am Every Four Hours 

hi hand Free roll

Best overall small 
poker room in Florida



Belvedere Rd. 1/2 Mile West of I-95 | West Palm Beach, FL | 561.683.2222
pbkennelclub.com

P A L M B E A C H K E N N E L C L U B
MORE WAYS TOWIN | MORE WINNERS | MORE FUN

60 Hot Poker Tables
185 Exciting Simulcast Races
133 Thrilling Live Races
2 Fabulous Restaurants

ONLY 1 PLACE.

W H E R E WINNERS P L A Y !

FEATURING FRIENDLY SERVICE • FULL BAR • GREAT FOOD • RATED #1 IN TERMS OF STAFF AND DEALERS!

OPENEVERYDAY
SUNDAY–THURSDAY NOON TOMIDNIGHT

FRIDAY& SATURDAY 1PM–1AM

60TABLESOFPOKERACTION!
DAILY BIG $$$ TOURNAMENTS!
NO LIMIT HOLD'EM CASH GAMES,
7 CARD STUD, OMAHA 8 OR BETTER

BAD BEAT JACKPOTS -
OVER $1.5 MILLIONWON THIS PAST YEAR!

NEW 3-CARD POKER - ANYONE CAN PLAY!

SEPTEMBERHIGHHANDS!
High HandWinners Receive NFL Jerseys!

PBK-16559 AnteUp Mag Aug:Layout 1 8/10/09 2:15 PM  Page 1

STATE REPORT
Miami-Ft. Lauderdale Poker Scene
All In Free Poker

More than 230 players came out for All In Free Poker’s 19th 
finals at the Isle Casino at Pompano Park, but only one came 
away a winner.

It took two sessions, but Darrell Everson bested the field on 
Aug. 4, pocketing more than $2,000 in tournament entries at the 
Isle, including a $550 buy-in for the $50K guarantee event at the 
Isle DeepStacks Open. 

Everson also won a used poker table from a WPT Boot Camp, 
bringing his winnings to more than $4,000.

Bruce “The Wrath of ” Kahn, a Sunrise resident in his first 
season with AIFP, finished second. He won entry into a $440 buy-
in, $30K guaranteed Isle event, plus a $150 buy-in to the Thurs-
day night bounty event and the Aug. 30 AIFP cruise satellite.

Nick Schooley, another new player, finished third, also winning 
entry into the Isle $30K event. Fourth went to longtime player 
Bruce Gerstein ($100 AIFP poker cruise satellite entry) and Elena 
Dellutri finished fifth.

The top 10 received trophies. The new season has begun, with 
the finals Oct. 16-20 at the Isle. 

Top 20 finishers 

Scott Ramshaw of  Pembroke Pines won the season-ending 
event July 26 at Hillcrest Country Club in Hollywood.

There were about 300 players, the most in the league’s 
history. With nine left they agreed to chop as Ramshaw had a 
huge lead. He pocketed about $2,500. 

Places 2-10 were Jim Holland, Davie; Pete Hanti, Pom-
pano Beach; Ronette Yarbrough, Ft. Lauderdale; Momodou 
Knight Wadda, Miramar; Rod Messina, Miami Lakes; Al-
exandra Dumanowsky, Miami; Dave Dixon Ft. Lauderdale; 
Karen Kelley, Oakland Park and Bob Sullivan, Hollywood.

Bar Poker Pros

1. Darrell Everson
2. Bruce Kahn
3. Nick Schooley
4. Bruce Gerstein
5. Elena Dellutri
6. Randy Horne
7. Sharon Loewy
8. Amir Baron
9. Madeleine Volk
10. Robyn Glass

11. James Valdes
12. Steven Shepherd
13. Dave Aronson
14. Robert Blum
15. Robert Chornlesky
16. Dorothy Brockman
17. Ralph Romb
18. Sharon Danver
19. Mary Maguire
20. Sherry D’Agostino 
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PNG PUTS POKER ON BACKBURNER
Penn National Gaming, which owns Sanford-Orlando Kennel Club, wants Longwood’s city commissioners to decide its poker 
fate rather than having a county-wide vote. Meanwhile, the Orlando area still remains without a parimutuel poker room. 

Central Fla. 
Poker Scene

By Christopher Cosenza
The drought in Orlando continues, and we don’t mean water. 
Just when it seemed like all of  the planets were about to align and 

pave the way for poker to finally touch down in the Orlando area, the 
entire dream turned into a nightmare. 

The Sanford-Orlando Kennel Club 
has decided to postpone pursuit of  poker 
at its facility based on Longwood city com-
missioners’ desire to place this issue on the shoulders of  
a county-wide vote. 

“We continue to believe this is a city issue, not a 
county issue,” SOKC general manager Mark Loewe 
said. “As long as (the Longwood city commissioners) 
continue to go down this path then we are not interested. First of  
all, there’s a cost involved for a county-wide vote, and who’s going to 
pay for that? We still think legally it’s a city issue and not county. A 
county vote in a non-election year is generally not well-attended, so 
then you’d have a small group of  people dictating what happens.” 

Loewe poignantly mentioned that even if  the county vote passes it 
still would have to go back to the city for approval. 

So what happened? When, and why, was there a turnaround? 
“At the last city commission meeting (on July 6) they said they want-

ed it to be a county referendum because it was too controversial,” 
Loewe said of  the commissioners. “They feel it’s a gambling vs. gam-

ing issue. We feel it’s gaming. They’re afraid of  being sued, but if  that 
were the case we’d be the ones sitting at the defense table paying all 
the fees.” 

At the July 20 meeting, amidst church elders’ unsubstantiated claims 
that increased gaming would bring unsavory characters to their 
city, Penn National Gaming, which owns the track, officially 

asked for the petition to be removed from the agenda. Loewe 
said even the chief  of  police shook his head in disgust at 

the church’s statements. But this doesn’t mean poker will 
never be at SOKC; it’s just delaying it. 

“If  the city is willing to take it upon themselves then 
we would still be interested,” Loewe said. “We think 
it would be great for the community and the money 
we’d bring in for the city would be substantial. But 
if  they’re adamant about going through the county 
first then nothing is going to happen for a while. 
This is such a non-issue. Why it’s become such a 

grandiose problem is mind-boggling. Everyone else 
has (poker) so why not us? It’s not a formal withdrawal, but we believe 
it’s a local issue and if  they’re willing to keep it that way then we’d be 
willing to pursue it for the betterment of  our (area).” 

If  you’d like to contact the Longwood city commissioners, call the 
city hall at 407-260-3440 or go to www.longwoodfl.org for the list of  
commissioners and their email information.

Fravy Collazo gives the “thumb’s-up” after winning 
the monthly tournament at Backstage Billiards in Or-
lando on July 1. Fravy, who has been playing with All 
in! since March, won a $1,600 seat to the WPT Boot 
Camp (held in Orlando in August), by besting more 
than 60 players. For more information on this poker 
series visit www.AllinPokerSeries.com.

Dealer Al Blanco has six new best friends. That’s because on July 2 he dealt 
a $193,593.30 bad beat to his table. Christopher F. from Gainesville had pocket 
4s and Inverness’ Charles H. had pocket kings. Both players made quads and 
the celebration began. Chris won 50 percent of  the jackpot ($96,796.65) while 
Charles took home 25 percent ($48,398.33). The other players at the table split) 
the remaining 25 percent ($8,066.39 each).

Pictured in the back row are Andrew D. from Ocala, William W. from New-
berry, William H. from Gainesville and Thomas P. from Seminole. You can prob-
ably tell who the guys in the front row are.

All in! Poker Series
Ocala Poker & Jai-Alai
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ONE-EYED JACKS 

Home of the Pros vs. Joes Poke r S e r i e s

call (941) 355-7744 x1054 or go to skcpoker.com

POKER ROOM

S       H       C       D

LABOR DAY WEEKEND 
TOURNAMENT

Sept. 4-7, 1 p.m.
Players can play Day 1A (Sept. 4) or Day 1B (Sept. 5), but each 

day is capped at 200 players. The Finals will be Sept. 7. 
Buy-in: $330 • Starting Chips: 12K • Blinds: 30 minutes

There will be an optional $10 dealer add-on for 3K chips
First place will pay $30K, based on a soldout field.  

SARASOTA KENNEL CLUB’S

POKER TOUR

SEPT. 26 
7 p.m. 
$100

S       H       C       D

Jackpots 

Bad Beat is at $45K! 
Progressive high hands 

in Hold’Em & Omaha

y

ON 09-09-09 

 WE’LL GIVE AWAY 

$99 

EVERY 9 MINUTES
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Tampa Bay 
Poker Scene

Lisa Tamplin defeated 121 players at 
Park Place Billiards on a recent rainy 
Saturday afternoon to take down the 
monthly tournament. 

She left on her free trip to Las Vegas 
shortly thereafter. Here are the top 10 

results from the monthly event: Lisa Tam-
plin, Jia Huang, Ash Patel,  Doug Hunichen, 

Wesley B., Kevin Doherty,  Julie Yelton, Jeff  
Blanding, Richard Wilson and Brad Kis-
tler.

Battle of the Bars: Danny’s Curlew won 
its sixth straight title, a record. 

D.J. O’Connor took the trophy as he 
defeated 30 people from Buffalo Wild 
Wings in Oldsmar. 

Club Poker League
Club Poker League recently held 

its Season 2 finals at the Holiday 
House Club 455 in Venice, and 
Bobbie Alvis took home $500 and a 
trophy (which is nearly as tall as she 
is) for the victory. Nearly 160 play-
ers entered the event.
1. Bobbie Alvis  $500
2. Gini Connolly  $350
3. Jeff Lally  $250
4. Steve Albritton  $75
5. Clayton Smith  $75 
6. Nickie Gibson   $50
7. Destry Maynard  $50
8. David Bradford  $50
9. Sean Godin  $50

Treasure Chest Poker

HHPT INVADES SILKS AGAIN; THIGPEN WINS

A Silks dealer turns the camera 
on Debi Wohlers and Ante Up 

publisher Chris Cosenza.

Around 50 women played in the High Heels Poker Tour event at the Silks on Aug. 2.

For the second time in four months the High Heels 
Poker Tour made its way to the Silks Poker Room at 
Tampa Bay Downs, and for the second time a local 

woman took it won the event.
St. Petersburg’s Kim Thigpen won $1,466 and 

the coveted HHPT trophy. She was followed by 
Patti Becker of  Fultonham, N.Y. ($917), Marsha 

Wolak of  Sarasota ($550), Bonnie Sanvajian of  
Tampa ($403) and Karen Lee of  St. Peters-
burg $330

 The Silks will host a special “Battle of  
the Sexes to Battle Breast Cancer” event 
to benefit the Susan G. Komen Founda-
tion on Oct. 10. Please see their ads on 

Pages 13 and 48 for details.
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AAACES CRACKED
WINS A RACK

MONTE CARLO DAYS
 Every day between  4:30 p.m
 and 7:00 p.m.
       4 Deuces through 4 Fives 
          wins $50 cash
       4 Sixes through 4 Tens
                 win $75 cash
       4 Jacks through 4 Aces 
          wins $100 cash
       Any Straight Flush
          wins $200 cash
       Any Royal Flush
          wins $500 cash 

DIAMONDS ARE FOREVER
Sunday through Thursday
Any player that makes a diamond straight 
flush using both hole cards  wins their 
share of the $2500 pool. 

If you lose with pocket aces 
during the Aces Cracked hours, 
you win a rack of chips!
This promotion runs daily during the first 
hour of operation and again from
9:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.

3-64 promotions are  
promotions that you can
expect everyday in the
poker room.

Live Action Promotions

MONTHLY MEGA STACK

LADIES NIGHT
Wednesday and Saturday Nights
In our evening multi-table on Wednesday
and Saturday nights, our lady players get
a bonus $25 knockout for the first player
that they eliminate. 

$10,000 Guaranteed Prize Pool
We run a $200 + $20 buy-in
tournament on the last Saturday of 
every month, featuring 12,000 units and 
30 minute blinds.

SATURDAY AND 
SUNDAY DEEP STACKS

10,000 Units - 25 min. Blinds
While these are not technically featured
events, our Saturday and Sunday
Deep Stacks are quite popular. Buy-ins
are $65 + $15 on Saturdays and are
$85 + $15 on Sundays.

“THE FRIDAY” $500 + $35

Featured Tournaments
(727) 812-3339 ext. 216(727) 812-3339 ext. 214
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On July 9, Seminole Casino Immokalee poker dealer Alex Obregon dealt the ultimate bad beat, tossing four jacks to Mara M. to defeat 
the aces full of  jacks of  Richard C. Richard received $35K, Mara received $17.5K, the table share was $2,200 and two other tables of  
players each won $100. Pictured is (clockwise) Alex the dealer, Gloria A., Joe S., Barrington W., Richard C., Brian S., Suzie R., Ruben L., 
Tommie, Mara M. and Chris G.

Seminole Immokalee

ONE-EYED JACKS TO HOST ‘ANTE UP’ BASH SEPT. 19

On Aug. 5 the poker room gave away $1K hourly for its high 
hand. Everyone who bought in that day or was dealt a full house 
or better was given a ticket to win $500. There were 10 drawings 
and those players sat for one hand of  hold’em with 
the winner walking away with $10,000. Those 
players were Bill McCrone, Rubin Cher-
now, Marc Battistello, Walter Capoto, Ngoc 
Quactl, Martin Dombrowski, Roiann Bel-
mont, Carlos Martit,  Lee “Gator” Bucher 
and Fred Brown. Bucher, a long-time regular, 
won the $10K when his K-10 made a straight. 

Finally, Betting for Boobies, a charity tourna-
ment for the fight against breast cancer, will be Sept. 12. The 
event has an $80 buy-in with $15 from each entry going toward 
breast cancer research. Also, 75 percent of  those funds will stay in 
Southwest Florida. Call Kevin at 239-206-0481 for more info.

Naples-Ft. Myers Greyhound Track
It was a packed house on Aug. 5 for the big cash giveaway, 

and check out these awesome players reading Ante Up! 

Southwest 
Poker Scene

Call it a birthday, call it an anniversary, call 
it a milestone, call it a miracle. Whichever 
way you’d 
like to re-
fer to it, 
Ante Up, 
Florida’s Poker Maga-
zine has been around for a year now, 
and it’s time to celebrate.

On. Sept. 19, Sarasota Ken-
nel Club’s One-Eyed Jacks Poker 
Room will host a party, which will 
feature cake, refreshments, give-
aways and a tournament. Doors open 
at 12:15 p.m. with the tournament 
beginning at 1.

“Without readers, there would be no Ante 

Up, so this a great way for us to say thank you 
to all of  them, as well as a poker room that 
has been a strong supporter of  Ante Up 
from Day 1,” co-publisher Scott 

Long said.
The tournament will be 

$55 for 8K chips with 
an optional $5 dealer 
add-on for 2K chips 

more. The first 50 players 
to sign up will receive a 

gift from Ante Up.
Also, $60 boun-

ties will be placed on 
each of  the two publishers’ 

heads, courtesy of  One-Eyed Jacks. 
“Sarasota Kennel Club is honored to 

host the one-year anniversary party of  Ante 
Up Magazine,” One-Eyed Jacks poker room 

manager Sam Minutello said. “Florida 
poker has made great strides in the 

last few years and with the ad-
dition of  the Ante Up Magazine 
I think that the poker world 
now has the ability to see 
how serious Floridians feel 

about the game. 
“Scott and Chris (Cosenza) have 

done a great job giving each and every 
poker room the ability to let the poker 
world know that we are on the map. 

I look forward to another great year of  this 
publication and hope to see it grow and flour-
ish just as poker in our home state has.”
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6558 Dog Track Road, Ebro, Fl. 32437                                (850) 234-3943  www.goebro.com

No Limit Hold’em Championship
September 14 - 19, 2009

You may pre-register for main event by mail-in or in person. Cashiers check or money order will be accepted or cash in person.
Call to reserve your seat or visit www.goebro.com for more details.

Daily satellites for main event going on now through Sept. 18th. Buy-In is $50+$5

1               Sept 14,     Mon               6pm           Ladies Only NL Holdem                       $90+$10
 
2               Sept 15,     Mon               6pm           NL Holdem                                  $90+$10
 
3               Sept 16,    Tues                6pm           NL Holdem Bounty                        $100+$35+$15
4               Sept 17,    Wed               6pm           NL Holdem                                  $180+$20
5               Sept 18   5               Sept 18    Thurs               6pm           NL Holdem                                 $230+$20
  
6               Sept 19,     Fri                2pm           Emerald Coast Championship                  $450+$50

Event             Date                          Time            Tournament                              Buy-In/Fee

Ebro reserves the right to revise, cancel, suspend or modify tournament events at it’s sole discretion and without prior notice.  
All pre-registered players must present a valid photo ID at check-in.   If a tournament shall exceed 12 hours, tournament 
play may resume on the following day.A complete list of rules is available at the poker room.  All events are non-smoking.

MUST BE 18 YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER TO PLAY.
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Panhandle 
Poker Scene

Bill Fendley now has something in common with 
one of  the greatest players in poker history. Doyle 
Brusnon, the Godfather of  Poker, won two world 
titles while holding 10-2 on the final hand. Fendley 
did the same thing when he took down the monthly 
tournament July 12 at International Lounge in Fort 
Walton Beach.

 With 77 players qualifying in June, Fendley had 
a decent field to fade. His 10-2 edged Loria Wal-
ters’ 4-2 when it got to heads-up and now he has a 
sponsored seat to a tournament at the casino of  his 
choice in Biloxi, Miss.

Aaron Been Joins 
Team RPM Poker

RPMPoker.com has added 
Aaron Been to its team of  profes-
sional poker players.

The 23-year-old, who has 52 cashes 
and more than $750,000 in live tourna-

ment winnings, is a na-
tive of  Tallahassee.

He’s won four major on-
line tournaments and finished 
second in the 2007 Borgata 
DeepStack Championship for 

$150,000. Been also has earned 
more  than $1M in online tourna-

ments.
“I’m excited to join RPM and be a part of  such 

a talented team of  players,” Been said. “I’m really 
thrilled to work with people who have such a passion 
for poker.”

Pleasure Island Poker

BArBO JOINS 
JACKSONVILLE 
POKEr fAmILY

Jacksonville Poker Association

On June 20, the JPA held its final and 58 players competed for their share of  the 
prizes. David Adams, pictured at right, won the title over Calvin Tucker, left.

1. David Adams  $2,600
2. Calvin Tucker  $1,300
3.  Tom Difolco  $650
4. Theo Lichtenstein  $600
5. David Booker  $550
6. Amos Whitwam  $500
7. Joe Newcomer  $450
8. Jesus Colon  $400
9. Cristian Oliva  $350
10. Nathan Rothenberger  $300

11. Mark Marcellus  $250
12. Gary Neff  $200
13. Johnathan Kittinger  $150
14. Debbie Rich  $100
15. George Taylor  $100
16. Virgil Cleary  $100 
17. Ed Williams  $100
18. Roman Paje  $100
19. Ron Carney  $100
20. Calvin Tucker  $50
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Jacksonville 
Poker Scene

Jim Barbo, a veteran of  the gaming in-
dustry for more than 30 years, has joined 
the Jacksonville Greyhound Racing fam-
ily as associate chief  operations officer of  
poker. His 
p r i m a r y 
task will be 
to enhance 
customer ex-
perience and devel-
oping new markets 
at the Orange Park and 
St. Johns poker rooms.

A Pennsylvania native, Barbo began 
his career in Nevada at the Hyatt Lake 
Tahoe Resort. He handled many posi-
tions while at Commerce Casino, even-
tually rising to vice president of  casino 
operations and corporate officer. 

While at Commerce — the world’s 
largest poker room — Barbo spear-
headed many of  the country’s biggest 

tournaments, including the L.A. Poker 
Classic and the California State Poker 
Championship. He was instrumental in 

expanding the role of  wom-
en in poker by instituting 
such promotions as the 
Heavenly Hold’em La-
dies Tournament and La-

dies V.I.P Poker Parties. 
And now he’s taking 

that experience and 
putting it to use in 
Jacksonville.

“I believe in 
teamwork, re-
spect and posi-
tive communi-
cations.” Barbo 

said. “People will 
forget what you 

say, but they will always 
remember how you made them feel.”





There’s one name on every Florida poker 
player’s lips these days: Kevin Schaffel. The 
51-year-old Coral Springs resident is one of  the 
elite November Nine, the players who will re-
turn in November to the Rio in Las Vegas to de-
termine this year’s World Series of  Poker Main 
Event champion. Schaffel, sixth in chips, has 
been paid $1.263 million for a minimum ninth-
place finish, but he’s eyeing more than that.

“It’s great to get this far, but you want to make 
it all the way,” said Schaffel, who is flying more 
than 100 people to Vegas for the occasion.

Ante Up will dedicate its November cover story 
to Schaffel. His accomplishment caps another 
stellar year for Floridians at the WSOP, includ-
ing a bracelet by Davie’s Jason Mercier. Here 
are some fun facts regarding Florida players at 
the 2009 WSOP, and remember, since Schaffel 
still can win more cash the totals aren’t final.

Money won: $6,690,738
Cashes: 290
Players who cashed: 224
Final tables: 19
Bracelets: 1
Here’s how that compares to last year, and  

the totals are eerily similar:
Money won: $6,945,796
Cashes: 307
Players who cashed: 237
Final tables: 21
Bracelets: 1
Schaffel, regardless if  he moves up in money, 

will have won the most of  any Floridian at this 
year’s WSOP. James Calderaro of  Venice made 
it deep in the main event and his 13th-place 
finish was good enough for $633,022 and the 
No. 2 spot on this list. Steven Karp of  North 
Miami Beach had a tremendous WSOP, and 
his $420,170 came without a cash in the main 
event. He was followed by Noah Schwartz of   
Bay Harbor Island ($297,665) and Jason Mer-
cier of  Davie ($288,170).

As for total number of  cashes, that honor 
goes to Ante Up 2009 WSOP Player of  the Year 
Tony Cousineau of  Daytona Beach. He made 
the money seven times when no other Floridian 
even notched six cashes. Justin Smith of  Orlan-
do have five cashes and then Mercier, Matthew 
Waxman of  Parkland, Vanessa Rousso of  Hobe 
Sound, Robert Campbell of  North Miami and 
Tampa’s  John Racener each had four.
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NOVEMBER REIGN
These nine guys may be the best the World Series of Poker Main Event has to offer, but Florida 
players again showed why they are always a force to be reckoned with during the entire WSOP.

EVENT #57 (WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP)
Buy-in: $10K • Entries: 6,494 
Kevin Schaffel, Coral Springs, $1,263,602*
13. James Calderaro, Venice, $633,022
31. Ryan Fair, Ft. Lauderdale, $253,941
118. Roy Vazquez, Jacksonville, $40,288
134. Jim Hartley, St. Petersburg, $40,288
142. Jose Rosenkrantz, Miami, $40,288
144. Alex Prendes, Miami, $40,288
180. Dan Bilzerian, Tampa, $36,626
181. Paul Smith, Cape Coral, $36,626
226. Amir Levahot, Weston, $32,963
257. Maxim Semisoshenko, St. Petersburg, $32,963
276. Vincent Mack, Palm Bay, $32,963
279. Matthew Schwarmann, Orlando, $32, 963
296. Kirk Banks, Naples, $29,911
399. Matthew Waxman, Parkland, $27,469
458. Geoffrey Herzog, Jacksonville Beach, $25,027
472. Steven Feren, Sunrise, $25,027
477. Robert Campbell, Miami, $25,027
501. Anders Taylor, Gainesville, $25,027
507. Kenneth Weiner, Wellington, $23,196
552. Terry McKerchie, Davie, $23,196
571. Kyle Brown, Ft. Lauderdale, $23,196
583. Jason Sackler, Orlando, $21,365
610. Richard Kane, Brandon, $21,365
636. Jaroslaw Osinski, Naples, $21,365

* Schaffel was paid this amount as a member of the 
November Nine but will return for the final table 
and may win more depending on his finish.

Jacksonville’s Josh Zuckerman, center, 
poses with players Aaron Lucas, left, 

and Roy Vazquez during the main event. 
Vazquez cashed in 118th place.
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PokerStars’ World Championship of  Online Poker returns this month 
with $40 million in guaranteed tournament action over the course of  
45 events. 

The biggest event in online poker gets under way Sept. 3. 
One event of  note will be the main event, which will be Sept. 20-21. 

The no-limit hold’em tournament will have a $10 million guarantee. 
The schedule of  games and buy-ins are designed to satisfy everyone 

from casual players to high stakes rounders. Please see 
the PokerStars ad on Pages 2-3 for details.

BoostedJ gets a boost: Justin Smith, aka BoostedJ, 
had an impressive World Series, cashing five times 
for more than $100K, and now Full Tilt Poker 
is taking notice. The online site signed Smith as 
a member of  its Red Pro Team. The 21-year-old 

pro from Orlando also is an instructor for Daniel 
Negreanu’s PokerVT.com training site.

 English Cake: What goes better with fish and chips than cake? Team 
Cake Poker is headed to jolly ol’ England for a taste of  Europe’s newest 
and highly anticipated tournament addition, the English Poker Open. 
The event, which is Sept. 15-17, will have a $5,300 buy-in and boasts 
a $1,000,000 guaranteed prize pool with a 270-player cap. Cake Poker’s 
satellites will pay $7,000, including the $5,300 buy-in and $1,700 placed 
in your Cake account to help with travel expenses. You can win your 
package for as little as $4 until Aug. 30.

NOTHIN’ BUT ’NET  
 JOHN LANIER • A look at Florida’s online players and beyond

WCOOP KICKS OFF SEPT. 3 ON POKERSTARS
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AIPS primer

The Ante Up Intercontinental Poker Series (a.k.a. AIPS) is 
Ante Up’s monthly fan tournament series on PokerStars.com. 
Square off  against the Ante Up Nation for bragging rights, 
cash and, yes, the ultimate prize — the AIPS banana. And new 
this year: Every winner gets a PokerStars stuffed monkey! 

Email us a photograph of  you with your banana and mon-
key to editor@anteupmagazine.com and we’ll publish it.

For bragging rights, knock out one of  the Ante Up publishers 
— Scott “OffDeadline” Long and Chris “aun2112” Cosenza. 

Don’t have a PokerStars account? No problem. Go to  
anteupmagazine.com/aips and click on the PokerStars banner.

Use the code “psante50” to get a 100 percent matching 
deposit bonus up to $50!

The Ante Up PokerCast is 
the longest running poker 
show on the Internet. You 
can tune in on Fridays at 
anteupmagazine.com or 
subscribe on iTunes for free.

THE ANTE UP POKERCAST 
PRESENTED BY POKERSTARS

The Ante Up Intercontinental Poker Series Event #8 is an 
Omaha/8 tournament on Sept. 9 for $5.50 on PokerStars.com
Here are some excellent limit Omaha/8 Web sites:
• omahaplanet.com 
• omahahustler.com
• pokerlistings.com/limit-omaha-high-low 

ANTE UP INTERCONTINENTAL 
POKER SERIES (AIPS)

Event #8
Sept. 9
Omaha/8
$5.50

Event #9
Oct. 7
Razz
$5.50

Event #10
Nov. 11
NLHE Heads-Up
$5.50

Event #11
Dec. 9
Badugi
$5.50

AIPS schedule

The First Fully Automatic 
Card Shuffler for Home Games 

www.shuffletech.com 

♠  Convenient One-Touch Randomization 
♥  Play More Hands Per Hour 
♣  Can Be Flush Mounted (See Right) 
♦  1-Year Warranty 
♠  $499.95 + S&H 
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I
t’s a $1-$2 no-limit hold’em cash game at your favorite Florida poker 
room and Joey looks down at AHKH. He raises. Steve peeks at his 
cards and sees a pair of  ladies. He reraises all-in and Joey calls. The 

cards are turned up and, of  course, Joey hits his ace on the river. Steve 
goes broke and rebuys. 

This scene happens about a billion times a day 
in Florida. But, let’s tell the story again, only this 

time it’s in the future and there’s true no-limit 
poker. Joey looks past his numerous stacks of  
$100 and $500 chips and sees he has AHKH. 
The limits are $100-$200 and he’s in late 
position, so he raises to $800. Steve, in the 
big blind, finds a lovely pair of  ladies. He 
has only about $3K left in front of  him and 

thinks Joey is just stealing. Steve shoves and 
Joey, who has him covered, calls. They turn up 

their cards and see it’s a race. 
If  this were Nevada or California, one of  the players might be so 

inclined as to ask his opponent if  he wants to run it twice. What’s that? 
It means the pot is split and the dealer puts two boards on the felt with 
each board’s winner taking half  the pot. Someone could still win both 
pots, but this way each player has a decent shot at getting their money 
back. Anyone who has seen High Stakes Poker on GSN is familiar with 
this tactic. It cuts down on variance and allows players who have a lot 
of  money at risk to go broke a lot less often. You also see it often when 
someone has top pair on the flop and another player has the nut-flush or 
nut-straight draw. With two cards to come they sometimes deal the turn 
and river twice, again to lessen the blow of  variance. Sometimes they 
even run it three times to ensure someone comes out a winner. 

But this is Florida, and running it twice (or three times) is not an 
option. And with $100 buy-ins there really shouldn’t be an opportunity 
to do this, even if  you’re playing in a $5-$10 game. A player just can’t 
get too hurt buying in $100 at a time. In anticipation of  higher limits 
eventually making their way into our card rooms, however, it’s some-
thing to be considered. Plenty of  poker room managers and players are 
on record as saying they think higher limits might hurt Florida poker 
because players could go broke so much quicker. Running it more than 
once would help combat that. 

There’d have to be parameters set, such as a minimum pot size or 
high-stakes games only, which could be worked out at the state level. 
No one wants to watch two guys in a $.50-$1 NLHE game run two 
complete boards for a $36 pot. There are all kinds of  pros and cons to 

running it more than once, but here are just two examples for each. 

The pros 
• Players keep their bankrolls intact much longer, allowing them to 

remain at the table. This pleases the player and the house. A player with 
chips is a happy player, and a happy player tips dealers and gives the 
house rake. Try getting tips and rake from an empty seat. 

• The state also will benefit from a player generating revenue. Plus, 
as fewer players lose, the calls to 888-ADMIT IT will decrease, which 
should placate a state that’s conservative by nature. 

The cons 
• It slows the game. But not that much, and when you consider it’s 

just an extra board it shouldn’t take more than a minute. 
• Collusion may increase. Let’s say Player A raises, Player B calls and 

Player C shoves. Player A calls and Player B folds. Then Players A and 
C agree to run it twice. They are essentially chopping Player B’s money, 
which may tick off  Player B. 

But, let’s face it, there’s nothing to stop a variation of  this play from 
happening now with $100 buy-ins. Only in the $100 buy-ins the chop-
ping of  Player B’s money happens in the parking lot instead of  on the 
felt. It’s up to the poker-room staff  to recognize when players are con-
sistently sitting with each other day-in and day-out and if  they’re con-
stantly raising and reraising players out of  big pots.  

When it comes to the health of  a poker player’s bankroll and the 
stability of  the game, clearly the pros outweigh the cons. So how can a 
poker room get permission to “run it” more than once? 

“The cardrooms would notify us of  the intent to operate the game 
and provide new internal control procedures on how it would be 
played,” said Alexis Antonacci Lambert, press secretary for Florida’s 
Department of  Business and Professional Regulation. “We would re-
view those internal controls to see if  it would be allowed via our statutes 
or rules and sign-off  on it before they could operate this procedure.” 

Basically a poker-room manager would have to deem it important 
enough for his/her players and request the procedure be considered by 
the state. If  the state agrees then it would be allowed. And, after all, it is 
the players’ game, right? 

Poker purists might say running it twice goes against the code, that if  
you’re willing to put your entire stake in the middle you better be able to 
live with the consequences. But what’s more important, having a code 
or having players in your game? 
— Email Chris at chris@anteupmagazine.com

TWICE
LET’S RUN IT
NICE
CARDS SO

You see it all the time on High Stakes Poker, but would running it twice be good for Florida poker?

   CHRIS COSENZA
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ROAD TRIP FLORIDA POKER TRAVELS

About Road Trip
With 30 poker rooms and dozens of free poker leagues 
all across Florida, you don’t need a reason to make a 
road trip. But in case you do, each month we’ll give you 
a unique road map to Florida fun and poker.

For someone who didn’t learn to swim until he was 12 years old (hey, 
don’t judge!), Ante Up's Scott Long might seem to be an odd choice to 

take you on Road Trip of Florida’s water parks. But there have been terrific 
advances in water wings technology over the years, and guess what — 

there are real-life mermaids in this state! The kids are back in school, the 
tourists are back home, so September is the perfect month for a roaring 
Road Trip of enormous water slides, rushing rapids and racks of chips. 

PANAMA CITY 
BEACH

SPLASHING 
THE-POT

Adventure Island
Temple Terrace 
Rush: More than 34 acres of slides, slides 
and more slides, all in the shadow of Busch 
Gardens, if you want to add a little land-based 
amusement park to your trip. 
River: Just a couple of exits south on Interstate 
275 is Lucky’s Card Room at Tampa Greyhound 
Track. 

Sun Splash! Family Waterpark
Cape Coral 
Rush: More than 400 feet of twists and turns can be 
found on the 12 acres here. A low-key park is perfect 
for a ride on the lazy river. 
River: Head in-land to Seminole Casino Immokalee, a 
poker room whose “Cruisin’ in July” promotion shows 
that it has affection for the high seas. 

Shipwreck Island Water Park
Panama City Beach 
Rush: Grab a rope and swing off the replica 
of a 17th Century sailing ship into the 
huge lagoon. And free parking, too! 
River: Head north to Ebro Greyhound Park. 
Go early in the month so you catch the 
Ante Up Poker Tour event! 

Wild Waters Water Park
Silver Springs 
Rush: Dive into the 450,000-gallon wave pool or climb 
the three-story high Hurricane. But do it quickly: The 
park is only open three days in September! 
River: Ocala Poker & Jai-Alai — and its ever-changing 
creative promotions — is a short drive away. 

Take a slide down Kraken’s Conquest 
at Daytona Lagoon, then dry off and 
head to the Daytona Beach Kennel 
Club and swim with the sharks.

Photo courtesy of Daytona Lagoon

28   |   SEPTEMBER 2009   |   anteupmagazine.com



JACKSONVILLE 
BEACH

TEMPLE  
TERRACE

MIAMI

DAYTONA 
BEACH

About Road Trip
With 30 poker rooms and dozens of free poker leagues 
all across Florida, you don’t need a reason to make a 
road trip. But in case you do, each month we’ll give you 
a unique road map to Florida fun and poker.

Take us on your trip!
E-mail your unique poker road trip to editor@anteupmagazine.com, 
and if we use it, we’ll run your photo and give you some great Ante Up 
swag! Each trip must be themed (golf courses, biker bars, fishing holes, 
you name it!), and include as much of the state as possible.

OCALA

RIVIERA 
BEACH

Adventure Island
Temple Terrace 
Rush: More than 34 acres of slides, slides 
and more slides, all in the shadow of Busch 
Gardens, if you want to add a little land-based 
amusement park to your trip. 
River: Just a couple of exits south on Interstate 
275 is Lucky’s Card Room at Tampa Greyhound 
Track. 

Sun Splash! Family Waterpark
Cape Coral 
Rush: More than 400 feet of twists and turns can be 
found on the 12 acres here. A low-key park is perfect 
for a ride on the lazy river. 
River: Head in-land to Seminole Casino Immokalee, a 
poker room whose “Cruisin’ in July” promotion shows 
that it has affection for the high seas. 

Daytona Lagoon
Daytona Beach 
Rush: The water rides are exhilarating, but the real ace here 
is all the fun — laser tag, go-karts, arcade — for landlub-
bers. But that’s not to say a slide down Kraken’s Conquest 
(pictured) isn’t worth the trip either. 
River: Use your rewards card to swipe yourself on to the wait 
list at Daytona Beach Kennel Club. 

Rapids Water Park
Riviera Beach 
Rush: You’ll find 29 slides here, almost one for every one of 
the park’s 30 years of bringing wet and wild fun to the state‘s 
Atlantic coast. 
River: Keep the water theme alive by boarding the Palm Beach 
Princess Casino and say hello to poker room manager Lou 
Patierno, the ambassador of “Old Vegas.”

Wild Waters Water Park
Silver Springs 
Rush: Dive into the 450,000-gallon wave pool or climb 
the three-story high Hurricane. But do it quickly: The 
park is only open three days in September! 
River: Ocala Poker & Jai-Alai — and its ever-changing 
creative promotions — is a short drive away. 

Shipwreck Island Water Park
Jacksonville Beach 
Rush: The Hydro Half Pipe sends you straight down, through 
a pool of water, and then through yet another pipe. And you 
can do it with two other riders. 
River: You’re close to St. Johns Greyhound Park, where you 
can play cards while eating from the sea with fresh sushi 
made at the Aces Up sushi bar. 

Grapeland Water Park 
Miami
Rush: More to do here for kids than the young at heart, 
but Movie Nights appeal to splashers of all ages. Art-
ist Romero Britto’s designs brighten up the park. 
River: The Crystal Card Room at Miami Jai-Alai is exper-
imenting with some great new tournaments — and it 
has dominoes, too!

CAPE CORAL
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DANIA’S $40K LEADS WAY
It turned out to be the toughest ticket to 

get in all of  South Florida on July 11. Dania 
Jai-Alai staged its biggest poker tournament 
ever, a $40,000 guaranteed prize pool with 
a $250 buy-in. And yes, it was a designated 
Ante Up Poker Tour event!

All 250 entries were sold by 8 the night 
before. The Dania staff  said players kept 
coming, however, with some offering $350 to 
other players just to get a seat.

“We were taking a risk guaranteeing 
$40,000,” said Paula Lettiere, Dania’s senior 
staffer in the card room, “but I was confident 
the entire way that this would be the most 
successful tournament we ever had.”

When the tournament director gave the 
start signal at around 1 p.m., all 25 tables 
were full, and the unlucky players that waited 
until Saturday could only hang over the rail 
and watch.

Nearly 12 hours later, a tired, but exuber-
ant final table of  10 players agreed to “chop” 
more than $50,000 in prize money. The chip-
leader, Angelo Miele Jr. received the most 
(about $5,000) and the champion’s bracelet 
to signify he was the winner.

“This took a lot of  work, but it was so re-
warding to see everyone have a great time,”   
promotions and event coordinator Lou 
Berdellans said. “This showed Dania Jai-Alai 
is the tournament room in our area.”

That claim was given even more credence 
this month when Ante Up readers selected 
Dania Jai-Alai’s poker room in the Florida’s 
Choice Awards contest as the best small room 
in the state for poker tournaments. (See story, 
Page 34)

Dania Jai-Alai is making plans to offer the 
event again in a few months, maybe even 
making it a quarterly tournament.

POY RACE: After two months the race atop 
the leaderboard looks very similar to last 

month, but that doesn’t 
make it any less compel-

ling. Ken Basilio of  Ft. 
Lauderdale is hanging 
on to his lead by just 50 
points over West Palm 

Beach’s Walt Strakowski 
Jr. (not Walt Sr.).

Strakowski cut into Basilio’s 
300-point lead by cashing two spots higher 
than Basilio at the Palm Beach Princess Ca-
sino’s tournament on July 12, an event won 
by Lou Calabrese. Strakowski finished third 
and Basilio was fifth.

Peter Nadeau of  Gainesville moved into 
third place (he’s tied with Ante Up’s Scott Long, 
who isn’t eligible for any prizes) by virtue of  
his fifth-place finish July 17 at Orange Park 
Kennel Club in Jacksonville. OP was hosting 
its first AUPT event, which went to Raymond 
Witt of  Lake City. Another casher of  note 
from that tournament was Roy Vazquez of  
Jacksonville. He recently finished 118th at the 
World Series of  Poker’s Main Event (see story 
on Page 24, and look for a profile on Vazquez 
in October’s Ante Up). He placed sixth in the 
AUPT event at Orange Park.

CONGRATS SUE: The tour saw its first female 
winner ever as Sue Samies took down the Sat-
urday night event at One-Eyed Jacks in Sara-
sota on July 25.

ANOTHER DOUBLE UP: Mardi Gras’ Big Easy 
Poker Room more than doubled its AUPT 
entrants this month. OK, so they had just 
11 players last month and had 25 in July, but 
that’s still about a 125 percent improvement. 
Players looking for little resistance en route to 
POY points shouldn’t pass up Mardi Gras. 
Also, Ocala increased its AUPT event’s atten-
dance by nearly four-fold over its June total, 
going from 22 players to 83.   

LOOKING AHEAD:  Two of  September’s larger 
Ante Up Poker Tour events fall on the same 
day, and both offer $30K guarantees. Semi-
nole Hard Rock Hollywood’s Paradise Poker 

Room will host its event Sept. 7 at 11 a.m. 
with a $350 buy-in. Just 2½ hours later (1:30 
p.m.) the Isle Casino at Pompano Park will 
start its $440 rebuy AUPT event. If  you bust 
early watch for speed traps along I-95.   

IMPORTANT NOTE: A plea to tournament di-
rectors and poker room managers: When 
recording your AUPT results for submission, 
please be sure to include players’ hometowns. 
This will ensure they will get proper credit for 
their player of  the year points. Also, please be 
sure to write legibly, again so players will get 
proper credit. 

And finally, when assigning the place where 
players finish, please be sure that points are 
awarded to every player in the top 10, regard-
less of  a “chop.” Most rooms have been going 
by chip counts to award the proper position 
for point totals. No chopping of  points please.

Mardi’s photo may have been blurry, 
but its players were very focused. 

The final table at Dania’s $40K guarantee awaits a chip count from the 
dealer. See video from this event at anteupmagazine.com/video.

Salvador took 
down Ocala’s event, 
which attracted 83 
players, 61 more 
than in June.
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DANIA JAI-ALAI
JULY 11
1. Angelo Miele Jr., Davie
2. Jeff Justinak, Ft. Lauderdale
3. Nigel Murray, Miami
4. Glen Maiolini, Davie
5. Carl Delprete, Delray Beach
6. Mitchell Abrahams, Miami
7. Declined points
8. Declined points
9. Al Levine, Plantation
10. Robert Leff, Hallandale Beach

FT. PIERCE JAI-ALAI & POKER
JULY 18
1. Mark C. Adams
2. Jason McClanahan
3. Terry Wiggam
4. Vinnie Dandrea
5. Eugene Demayo
6. Tony Mosley
7. Rob Scarpati
8. Phil Heitner
9. Ryan Grazi
10. J.K. Cullen

GULFSTREAM PARK
JULY 18
1. Robert Beyra, Hollywood
2. Merom Doft, Aventura
3. Garth Nevers, Miramar
4. Marc Berlin, Aventura
5. Lewis Rutstein, Miami
6. Phil Saltzman, Miami
7. Declined points
8. Declined points
9. Charlemagne Benjamin, Miami
10. Joel Harwood, Miami Beach

ISLE CASINO
JULY 6
1. Harvey Freedman, Plantation
2. Brian Krinsky, Delray Beach
3. Declined points
4. Robert Blanchette, Ft. Lauderdale
5. Terrence Hanley, Deerfield Beach
6. Ian Bishop, Boca Raton
7. Michael Hanley, Deerfield Beach
8. Igor Burhanov, Ft. Lauderdale
9. James Hamburger, Delray Beach
10. Frank Wiliams, Boca Raton 

MARDI GRAS GAMING
JULY 30
1. Diego Tejado, Levittown
2. Tom Dosdourian, West Palm Beach
3. Robert Beyra, Hollywood
4. Barry Goldman, Hollywood
5. Alberto Rodriguez, Pembroke Pines
6. Cinda Goodale, Davie
7. Declined points
8. Luther Watson, Dania Beach
9. Milord Vital, Hollywood
10. Jerry Kielian, Ft. Lauderdale

OCALA POKER & JAI-ALAI
JULY 25
1. Salvador Ruviva, Ocala
2. Matt Wereinaki, Gainesville
3. Tom Witherington, Gainesville
4. Tony Boyette, Alachua
5. Claud Ellison, Newberry
6. Marcus Vera, Tampa
7. Adam Lawson, Gainesville
8. Boogie Johns, Lacrosse
9. Russ Hyden, Gainesville
10. Angelo Pinkham, Tampa

ORANGE PARK KENNEL CLUB
JULY 17
1. Raymond Witt, Lake City
2. William Evans, Orange Park
3. Rafael DeJesus, Hinesville, Ga.
4. Lynn Knowles, Jacksonville
5. Peter Nadeau, Gainesville
6. Roy Vazquez, Jacksonville
7. Dan Furnari, St. Augustine
8. Donald King, Jacksonville
9. Bobby Smith, Denver
10. Brian Nicholson, Green Love Springs
100-pt. bounty: Mike Martinez, Jax

PALM BEACH PRINCESS
JULY 12
1. Lou Calabrese
2. Larry Powell
3. Walt Strakowski Jr., West Palm Beach
4. Bill Garrett
5. Ken Basilio, Ft. Lauderdale
6. Jeff Struthers, Wesley Chapel
7. Jeff Ladd
8. Anier Cartaya
9. Francis Culotta
10. Ross Ramlal

PALM BEACH KENNEL CLUB
JULY 25
1. Frank “Big Kahuna” Scygolski, WPB
2. Bruce Goe, Lake Worth
3. David Kintz, Atlantis
4. Bill Dale, Jupiter
5. Spinner Catchem, West Palm Beach
6. Stuart Hymson, Royal Palm Beach
7. Len Nelson, Tequesta
8. Arnold Jones, Palm Beach Gardens
9. Ishmael Delgado, Acrage
10. Skip McDonough, Jupiter

SARASOTA KENNEL CLUB
JULY 25
1. Sue Samies
2. Seth Templeton
3. Mike Gallo
4. Charlie Mon
5. Richard Sinclair
6. Jason Nolan
7. Chuck Lum
8. Scott Dotson
9. Kyle Finney
10. Isabella Loircono

SEMINOLE IMMOKALEE
JULY 4
1. Chris Day, Naples
2. Michael Tufano, Ft. Myers
3. Owen Glantz, Ft. Myers
4. Grady Yeager, Cape Coral
5. Bradley Ervin, Cape Coral
6. Annette Dales, Naples
7. Ralph Ronk, Naples
8. Jr. Martin, Naples
9. Declined points
10. Declined points

ST. JOHNS GREYHOUND PARK
JULY 19
1. David Glisson, Savannah, Ga.
2. George Robson, Jacksonville
3. Michelle Murray, Jacksonville
4. Kerry Goldberg, Jacksonville
5. Pam Moore, Jacksonville
6. Jerry Alderman, Waycross, Ga.
7. Nolan Roberts, Jacksonville
8. Maurice Gottlieb, Summersville, S.C.
9. James Paladino, Gainesville
10. Debbie Shoemaker, Jacksonville

TAMPA BAY DOWNS
JULY 19
1. Richard LaMonaco
2. Brian Capobianco
3. Peter Zaremba
4. Bob Branda
5. Greg Hunt
6. John Kaufstein
7. Ken Grossman
8. Mike Phillips
9. Art Gisonni
10. Mark Rose

Ante Up Player of the Year bracelet 
provided by Madison Jewelers. 
Go to www.madison-jewelers.com.

Race for the Bracelet
Points are earned by finishing in the top 10 
and are distributed as follows: 1,000, 700, 500, 
300, 250, 200, 175, 150, 125 and 100. Players 
also receive a 100-point bounty for eliminating 
an Ante Up publisher from an event. Here are 
the Ante Up Player of the Year leaders as of 
Aug.1. For complete results be sure to log on to 
anteupmagazine.com/tour

Mistakes? Omissions? Please let your poker room manager or tournament director know. 
Or you can feel free to contact us at editor@anteupmagazine.com.

Schedule of events

FLORIDA’S POKER MAGAZINE

THIS COULD BE YOU!

The final table 
at Ft. Pierce  
Jai-Alai & Poker.

The Ante Up Poker 
Tour champion will 
win a cover story in 
Ante Up, an interview 
on the Ante Up  
PokerCast and a 
custom bracelet from 
Madison Jewelers.

anteupm
agazine.com
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Updated schedule at anteupmagazine.com/tour

Aug. 21: Orange Park Kennel Club, 7 p.m. $100
Aug. 23: St. Johns Greyhound Park, 4, $100 
Aug. 26: Palm Beach K.C., 1, $100 (HORSE) 
Aug. 27: Mardi Gras Gaming, 6:30, $100 
Aug. 29: Sarasota Kennel Club, 7, $100
Aug. 29: Ocala Poker and Jai-Alai, 2, $120
Sept. 4: Celebration Cruise Lines, 5, $650 
Sept. 5: Dania Jai-Alai, 12:30, $150 
Sept. 5: Seminole-Immokalee, 4, $225 
Sept. 6: Palm Beach Princess, 10 a.m. $100
Sept. 6: Ebro Greyhound Park, 2, $100 
Sept. 7: Hard Rock Hollywood, 11 a.m., $350 
Sept. 7: Isle Casino, 1:30, $440 w/1 rebuy
Sept. 18: Orange Park Kennel Club, 7, $100
Sept. 19: Ft. Pierce Jai-Alai & Poker, 3, $150
Sept. 19: Palm Beach K.C., 2, $100
Sept. 19: Gulfstream Park, 6:30, $150 
Sept. 20: St. Johns Greyhound Park, 4, $100
Sept. 20: Tampa Bay Downs, 1, $350
Sept. 26: Ocala Poker and Jai-Alai, 2, $120
Sept. 26: Sarasota Kennel Club, 7, $100
Sept. 27: Derby Lane, 1, $100

1. Ken Basilio, Ft. Lauderdale 1,850
2. Walt Strakowski Jr., West Palm Beach  1,800
3. Robert Beyra, Hollywood 1,500
4. Peter Nadeau, Gainesville 1,350
4. Scott “I can’t win” Long, Safety Harbor 1,350
6. Jerry Ciullo, Port St. Lucie 1,175
7. Randy Johnston, Boynton Beach 1,100
8. Trevor Samuels, Miami 1,000
8. David Glisson, Savannah, GA 1,000
8. Mark C. Adams 1,000
8. Chris Day, Naples 1,000
8. Joe Loiacono, Bonita Springs 1,000
8. John Hopkins, Clearwater 1,000
8. J.C. Harris, Miami Beach 1,000
8. Harrison Gimbel, Jupiter 1,000
8. Harvey Freedman, Plantation 1,000
8. Diego Tejado, Levittown 1,000
8. Fred Garcia, Naples 1,000
8. Richard LaMonaco 1,000
8. Sue Samies 1,000
8. Raymond Witt, Lake City 1,000
8. Salvador Ruviva, Ocala 1,000
8. Angelo Miele Jr., Davie 1,000
8. Dean Christopher, Tampa 1,000
8. Frank “Big Kahuna” Scygolski, WPB 1,000
8. Lou Calabrese 1,000
27. Mitchell Abrahams, Miami 900
23 players are tied with 700 points.



Dania Jai-Alai
Phone: (954) 927-2841
www.dania-jai-alai.com 
Tournaments: Daily $25 
with $5 bounty, 12:30, plus 
M&W, 6:30; $55 T&Th, 6:30 
and F, 8 (just $5 rake); $100, 
9K chips, Fri., 6:30; first Sat. of the 
month, 12:30 ($150, rake is just 
$10); $70 Omaha/8 Sun., 4 p.m.
SNGs: $30 or $50 between 2-5 p.m.
High hands: $50 hourly 1-8 p.m.; 
royal flush $500.
Special event: Sept. 5 (12:30 p.m.) 
Ante Up Poker Tour, $150 (rake $10). 
Promotions: Progressive bad-beat 
jackpots in stud, Omaha/8 and 
hold’em. Noon-12:30 p.m., $5 bonus 
with first buy-in of $20 or more; free 
drinks to cash game players all day, 
plus free sandwich from 1-3 p.m.; cof-
fee and sweets served at 3 p.m. to all 
players; Happy Hour 5-7 p.m.

Daytona Beach Kennel Club
Phone: (386) 252-6484
daytonagreyhound.com/pokerroom 
Tournaments: Daily, including Wed. 
Ladies Day ($25) at 1 p.m.; Sat. 
deep-stack ($225) at 2 and Pot-Limit 
Omaha/8 ($65) at 6:30. 
SNGs: $40-$220.
High hands: M-Su every two hours; 
high hands win $50-$100; royal 
flushes in cash games $250-$500, all 
payouts depend on game and limits. 
Any royal in tournaments pays $6,445.
Bad beat: Mini bad beat is aces full of 
eights ($1K table share). Full bad beat 
is quad fives in hold’em or stud.

Derby Lane
Phone: (727) 812-3339 ext. 7
www.derbylanepoker.com 
Tournaments: Daily, (1, 4 and 7 p.m. 
Su-Th and 2, 6 and 8 p.m. F-Sa), and 
pays the bubble over 60 players and 
two bubbles with more than 100; The 
Friday 535 is the third Friday of every 
month (Sept. 18, 6 p.m.) $535.
High hands: Royals (hold’em, stud).
Special event: Sept. 27 (1 p.m.) Ante 
Up Poker Tour event ($100).
Promotions: Diamonds are Forever 
— Players getting a diamond straight 
flush Su-Th win a share of $2,500; 
Aces Cracked — Every day in the 
first two hours get aces cracked and 
win a rack of chips. For more details 
see ad on Page 19.

Ebro Greyhound Park
Phone: (850) 234-3943
www.ebrogreyhoundpark.com 
Tournaments: Big Stack Sundays, 
($100, 2 p.m.).
Special event: Sept. 6 (2 p.m.), Ante 
Up Poker Tour, $100; Sept. 14-19 
Emerald Coast Poker Championship 
(See ad on Page 15 for details).
High hands: Royal flush jackpots and 
two high hands per day.
Promotions: Bonus Day, Sept. 7, 
$100 given away every 15 minutes. 
Bad beat: Quad deuces.

Flagler Greyhound Track
Phone: (305) 649-3000
www.flaglerdogs.com 
Tournaments: Sun. 2 p.m. Winner 
Take All ($25); Mon., 7 ($75). 
SNGs: $65-$800.
High hands: $200 all day; non-heart 
royals win $1K, heart progressive at 
$104K at press time.
Promotions: $500 progressive hot 
table; $10K giveaway Aug. 30 (visit 
Web site for details).

Ft. Pierce Jai-Alai 
and Poker Room
Phone: (772) 464-7500
www.jaialai.net/poker.php 
Tournaments: Mon. 7 p.m. ($75); 
Wed. bounty 6:30 ($100); Sat. 1:30 
($100); Sun., 4 ($55). Deep stack is 
third Sat. every month, 3 p.m. ($150).
SNGs: Thurs.-Sat. ($65-$110)
Special event: Sept. 19 (3 p.m.),  
Ante Up Poker Tour, $150.
High hands: Call for details. 
Bad beat: Aces full of queens 
(hold’em, $140K at press time), quads 
(stud) and quad jacks (Omaha). 
Other: Free coffee & doughnuts 
11:30-1 p.m. M-Th.

Gulfstream Park
Phone: (954) 457-6336
www.gulfstreampark.com 
Tournaments: Daily at 6:30 p.m. 
($60-$150), plus bounties M-W-F and 
Sat. Special, ($150, 8K units). 
SNGs: $60-$120 (10 players, pays 
three spots). 
Special event: Sept. 19 (6:30 p.m.), 
Ante Up Poker Tour, $150. 
Promotions: Mercedes-Benz Chal-
lenge, Oct. 1. See ad on Pages 3-4.

Hamilton Jai-Alai & Poker
Phone: (800) 941-4841
hamiltondownsjaialai.com 
Tournaments: Super Bounty Sunday 
2 p.m., $35 ($10 bounties and field 
limited to 100 players); Rake Break, 

no rake on 
$40 entry, 

5 p.m. (2K 
chips, $20 

add-on gets 2K 
more, plus $10 add-

on at first break gets 
another 1K chips)

High hands: Fri.-Sun. $500.
Bad beat: Aces full of kings 
($5K).

Promotions: “Splash the 
Pot Mondays” $50 added to 
a random pot every hour; 
“First to Hit” runs weekdays 

until 7 p.m., paying $100 
to the first player to make a 

straight flush each day, plus 
$50 to the first four players to 

make quads and $25 to the first 
six to make a flush. More promo-

tions on Web site.

Isle Casino 
at Pompano Park
Phone: (954) 972-2000 x5123, x5124
www.theislepompanopark.com 
Tournaments: $40-$440. 
SNGs: ($60-$225).
Special event: Sept. 7 (1:30 p.m.), 
Ante Up Poker Tour, $440, plus rebuy, 
$30K guaranteed prize pool; Isle 
Open DeepStacks, Sept. 28-Oct. 5 
(See ad on Page 11).
High hand and bad-beat jackpots: 
Call for details or visit Web site.

Jefferson County 
Kennel Club
Phone: (850) 997-2561
www.jckcpokerroom.com 
Tournaments: Fri.-Sat., 7:30, ($50). 
High hand: Royal flushes win jackpot.

Mardi Gras Gaming
Phone: (877) 557-5687 x3167
www.playmardigras.com
Tournaments: Mon.-Sat., $35, 11:30 
a.m.; Sun.-Thurs., $45, 7 p.m.; daily 
$35, 2 a.m.; Sundays, $145, 11:30 
a.m. (includes buffet).
SNGs: $55-$110. 
Special events: Aug. 27, Ante Up 
Poker Tour, 6:30, $100. 
High hands: Royals win $599; any 
steel wheel in Omaha/8 wins $200; 
straight flushes pay $100, quad aces 
pay $50 and any quads pay $25. 
Special $500 NLHE jackpot. 
Bad beat: Aces full of jacks (HE), 
quad jacks (O/8), aces full of kings 
(stud).
Promotions: All quads payouts are 
doubled in limit games only.

Melbourne Greyhound Park
Phone: (321) 259-9800
www.mgpark.com 
Tournaments: $65-$120, including a 
heads-up event on Friday nights at 7.
Promotions: Call for details.

Miami Jai-Alai
Phone: (305) 633-6400
www.miamijaialai.net
Tournaments: Sat., 3 p.m., $20 (extra 

1K chips for $5 dealer toke, unlimited 
$20 rebuys in first four levels for 2K 
chips, $20 add-on gets 3K chips); 
Sundays, 1:30, $45 ($10 bounties).
High hands: Progressive royals; $100 
every hour (win three a day and get 
an extra $500); Four aces or a straight 
flush (with two cards in the pocket) 
wins $100.

Miccosukee Resort
Phone: (877) 242-6464
www.miccosukee.com 
Tournaments: Saturday, 7 p.m.
Promotions: Call for current offers.

Naples-Fort Myers 
Greyhound Track
Phone: (239) 992-2411
www.naplesfortmyersdogs.com 
Tournaments: Sun. bounty 2 p.m. 
($125); Mon. 7 ($65); Tue. 7 ($45); 
Wed., 7 ($65); Thurs. noon and 7 
($65) and Fri. 7 ($65). Deep stack 
events third Sat. every month, noon.
SNGs: Six-player ($125-$550) 
High hands: $500 every three hours; 
all royals pay $5K.
Promotions: Nissan Altima giveaway 
Sept. 5 (see site for details)

Ocala Poker and Jai-Alai
Phone: (352) 591-2345
www.ocalapoker.com
Tournaments: Daily ($65-$240). 
SNGs: ($45-$80).
Special event: Sept. 26 (2 p.m.),  
Ante Up Poker Tour, $120.
Bad beat: Any quads.
Promotions: Call for details.    
Orange Park Kennel Club
Phone: (904) 646-0002
www.jaxpokerroom.com 
Tournaments: Daily ($30-$150). 
Special events: Sept. 18 (7 p.m.), 
Ante Up Poker Tour, $100.   
High hands: Royals $250 (but 
spades pay $500).
Promotions: Super High Hand, M-
W-Th, noon-3, hourly high hand wins 
$100 and other players at winning 
table get $25.
Bad beat: Call for details.

Palm Beach Kennel Club
Phone: (561) 683-2222
www.pbkennelclub.com 
Tournaments: $65-$200; bounty 
tourneys on Tuesdays at noon.
Special events: Sept. 19 (1 p.m.) 
Ante Up Poker Tour, $100.
SNGs, high hands and bad beats: 
Call for details.

Palm Beach Princess Casino
Phone: (561) 818-5771
www.palmbeachprincess.com 
Special events: Sept. 6 (10 a.m.), 
Ante Up Poker Tour, $100 (Top three 
in this event also win seats into the 
monthly $10K WPT satellite). Sched-
ule for WPT satellites: Sept. 20,  
Oct. 18 and Nov. 15 ($335).
Promotions: Call for offers.
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* Please call the poker room to confirm, and ask for hours of operation, games spread, details, rules and limitations.
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DON’T SEE YOUR EVENT?* 
Tell your poker room managers to email us at editor@anteupmagazine.com
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Sarasota Kennel Club
Phone: (941) 355-7744 ext. 1054
www.skcpoker.com 
Tournaments: $35-$100, including 
$40 Friday Night Madness, 8K chips; 
Titanic Turbo (20K chips, 10-minute 
blinds, $80 buy-in); Saturday $330, 
3:30 p.m., 9K chips, 40-minute blinds. 
SNGs: $35-$300. 
Special events: Sept. 4-7, (1 p.m.), 
Labor Day Tournament, $330, 12K 
chips, 30-minute blinds (see ad Page 
17); Sept. 19, Ante Up Birthday Bash, 
$55 (See ad on back page); Sept. 26, 
(7 p.m.), Ante Up Poker Tour, $100.
High hands: Progressive jackpots; 
quads (hold’em), quad 10s (stud) and 
straight flushes (Omaha) or better.
Bad beat: Quad sixes. Jackpot was 
at $45K at press time.
Promotions: On 09-09-09 the room 
will give away $99 every 9 minutes.

Seminole Casino Brighton
Phone: (866) 222-7466
www.seminolecasinobrighton.com
Tournaments: Mon. $65, 6:30; Wed. 
$20; Sat. $100, 6:30. 
SNGs: $42-$250.
High hands: Any four aces wins $50, 
straight flushes win $100 and progres-
sive royals win a minimum of $1K 
(spades win posted amount).
Promotions; Tuesday is “Rolling 
Cash Fever” — $500 drawings at 8 
p.m., 10 p.m. and midnight (drawings 
roll over if unclaimed). Full houses 
or better earn entries; Thurs., aces 
cracked between 4-7 wins $100; Fri., 
double-reward punches; Sun., Senior 
day, buy $40 and receive $15 in free 
slot play.

Seminole Casino  
Coconut Creek
Phone: (866) 222-7466
seminolecoconutcreekcasino.com
SNGs: $55, $85, $135.
Bad beat: Aces over jacks. 
Promotions: Call for current offers.

Seminole Hard Rock 
Hollywood
Phone: (866) 502-7529
seminolehardrockhollywood.com 
Tournaments: $75-$1,100.
SNGs: $60-$1,050.
Special event: Sept. 7 (11 a.m.), 
Ante Up Poker Tour, $350, $30K 
guaranteed prize pool; Sept. 12 (11 
a.m.), Main Event, $1,100; Sept. 26 
(11 a.m.), Big Slick, $1,100.
High hands: 10 a.m.-midnight gets 
$50, plus a free entry into a specified 
tourney ($100 value) and a gift.
Bad beat: Offered daily. 
Promotions: Poker Dollars reward 
program and card; Aces cracked 
begins daily at 8 a.m. with the first 
20 aces cracked receiving entry into 
a specified tournament ($75 value) 
plus a gift; beginning at 6 a.m., first 
20 hold’em hands to make quads 
get $50.  

Seminole Hard Rock 
Tampa
Phone: (866) 502-7529
www.seminolehardrocktampa.com 
Tournaments: $100-$550.
SNGs: $125-$1,075.
Bad beat: Quads or better.
Promotions: Full houses earn entries 
into cash giveaways. Call for details.

Seminole Casino 
Hollywood Classic
Phone: (866) 222-7466
seminolehollywoodcasino.com 
SNGs: $25-$50.
High hands: M&F, noon-midnight, 
quads pays $100, straight flushes pay 
$150 (hold’em only), also on Wed. if 
the playing makes the posted four-of-
a-kind they win $1K.
Special event: Aug. 30, Sunday 
tournament, $75 (10:30 a.m.) 
Promotions: Tue.-Thurs., starting at 
2 p.m. and then again at 6, first 10 
hold’em players to get aces cracked 
win $100; Sat-Sun, (11 a.m.- 11 p.m.) 
every half-hour a hold’em table will 
be picked at random and its next pot 
will be splashed with $100; M-Th. 
(midnight to noon), every half-hour 
a player will be picked to spin the 
Whacky Wheel and players can win 
up to $500 in free play.

Seminole Casino 
Immokalee
Phone: (866) 222-7466
theseminolecasino.com
Tournaments: Wed., 7 p.m. ($35); 
Thurs., 7, ($50); Fri., 7 ($50+$5+$5 
dealer toke); Sat., 1, 
Knockout ($50); Sun., 7, 
$115, 10K chips, 20-min-
ute levels.

Special event: Sept. 5 (4 p.m.), Ante 
Up Poker Tour, $225.
High hands: Quad aces win $100, 
straight flush wins $200; progressive 
royal flushes.
Bad beat: Aces full of jacks ($30K).
Promotions: Weekly $2K High Hand 
Freeroll. Call for details.

St. Johns Greyhound Park
Phone: (904) 646-0002 
www.jaxpokerroom.com 
Tournaments: $30-$150.
Special events: Sept. 20, (4 p.m.) 
Ante Up Poker Tour, $100.  
High hands: Royals $250 (but 
spades pay $500).
Promotions: Super High Hand, M-
W-Th, noon-3, hourly high hand wins 
$100 and other players at winning 
table get $25.
Bad beat: Call for details.

SunCruz — Port Canaveral
Phone: (321) 799-3511
www.suncruzcasino.com 
Tournaments: $115.  
SNGs: $40-$60. 
Promotions: Call for details.

Tampa Bay Downs
Phone: (813) 298-1798
www.tampabaydowns.com
Tournaments: $20-$540. 
SNGs: $60-$535.
Bad beat: Jackpots are available in 
live games and tournaments. See site 
for amounts and details.
High hands: Bonus payouts and 
drawing tickets for any quads or bet-
ter. Weekly drawings held Mondays at 
5 p.m. Winners need NOT be present  
to win. Winners will be posted online 
and in the poker room. Winners will 
have from the time of the drawing until 
the following week’s drawing to claim 
prizes. Monthly grand prize drawing 
held last Wednesday of the month.
Special events: Sept. 20, Ante Up 
Poker Tour, 1 p.m., $350.
Promotions: Rays dueling rack at-
tacks for all televised games. Players 
can rack up to $500 and win tickets 
to Rays games every inning the Rays 
score. The tickets for the games are 
given away in the room two days 
before the home game. Also, between 
8-9 p.m. and 9-10 p.m. the first player 
each hour to win a hand with aces 
full wins a pair of front-row press-
level seats. They’re not included with 
the rack attacks, which are done for 
every televised Rays game; Double 
or Nothing SNGs: Tournament is 
over when it reaches five players in 
a 10-handed game or three players 
in a 6-handed game. Each player 
starts with 2,000 units; Happy Hour 
giveaways 5-8 p.m. daily. (See ad on 
Page 13 for more promotions.)

Tampa Greyhound Track
Phone: (813) 932-4313
www.luckyscards.com 
Tournaments: $45-$200. 
SNGs: $65-$500. 
High hands: Quads ($75), straight 
flushes ($200) and royal flushes 
($599). Plus high hand wins $100 on 
Sundays from noon-3 and 8-11 p.m.; 
spade royal progressive jackpot.
Other: Aces cracked wins $100, noon 
to 2 p.m.

* Schedules and events are 
subject to change; 
SNG = single-table tournaments; 
all tournaments are no-limit 
hold’em unless noted.
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We knew Florida poker players had strong opinions, and you didn’t let us down. Players from Pensacola to 
Key West filled our virtual ballot box to recognize their favorite poker rooms and poker leagues in the first 
Ante Up Florida’s Choice Awards. Let’s be clear: This wasn’t a scientific analysis. It was a good ol’ fashioned 

popularity contest. Rooms and leagues that got out the vote, or were tied to those who did, are basking in 
victory. But you also had to have the goods to get the votes. Three showed unrivaled domination: The Isle 

Casino and St. Johns Greyhound Park swept all 15 categories in their respective poker room divisions while 
All In Free Poker was equally as impressive in all nine league categories. To spice it up a little, Ante Up also 

surveyed poker managers on which rooms impressed them the most. Palm Beach Kennel Club and Seminole 
Hard Rock Hollywood were the envy of their peers. Results and stories follow on the next four pages.
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BEST OVERALL 
Large 
Isle Casino  
Medium 
St. Johns Greyhound Park 
Small 
Seminole Casino Immokalee 
Honorable mention 
Orange Park Kennel Club 
Daytona Beach Kennel Club 
Seminole Hard Rock Tampa 
Ocala Poker 
Tampa Bay Downs 
Managers’ Choice 
Palm Beach Kennel Club  
 
BEST CASH GAME VARIETY 
Large 
Isle Casino 
Medium 
St. Johns Greyhound Park   
Small 
SunCruz Port Canaveral 
Honorable mention 
Orange Park Kennel Club 
Seminole Hard Rock Tampa 
Daytona Beach Kennel Club 
Seminole Hard Rock Hollywood 
Derby Lane 
Managers’ Choice 
Palm Beach Kennel Club  
 
BEST TOURNAMENTS 
Large 
Isle Casino 
Medium 
St. Johns Greyhound Park   
Small 
Dania Jai-Alai 
Honorable mention 
Orange Park Kennel Club 
Seminole Hard Rock Tampa 
Daytona Beach Kennel Club 
Seminole Hard Rock Hollywood 
Derby Lane 
Managers’ Choice 
Seminole Hard Rock Hollywood 
 
BEST SIT-N-GO TOURNEYS 
Large 
Isle Casino 
Medium 
St. Johns Greyhound Park 
Small 
SunCruz Port Canaveral 
Honorable mention 
Orange Park Kennel Club 
Seminole Hard Rock Tampa 
Daytona Beach Kennel Club 
Ocala Poker 
Tampa Bay Downs 
Managers’ Choice 
Sarasota Kennel Club 

BEST PROMOTIONS 
Large 
Isle Casino 
Medium 
St. Johns Greyhound Park 
Small 
Seminole Coconut Creek 
Honorable mention 
Orange Park Kennel Club 
Daytona Beach Kennel Club 
Seminole Hard Rock Tampa 
Ocala Poker 
Seminole Hard Rock Hollywood 
Managers’ Choice 
Derby Lane 
 
BEST EQUIPMENT 
Large 
Isle Casino 
Medium 
St. Johns Greyhound Park 
Small 
Gulfstream Park 
Honorable mention 
Orange Park Kennel Club 
Daytona Beach Kennel Club 
Seminole Hard Rock Tampa 
Seminole Hard Rock Hollywood 
Tampa Bay Downs 
Managers’ Choice 
Tampa Bay Downs 
 
BEST PLAYERS 
Large 
Isle Casino 
Medium 
St. Johns Greyhound Park 
Small 
SunCruz Port Canaveral 
Honorable mention 
Orange Park Kennel Club 
Daytona Beach Kennel Club 
Seminole Hard Rock Tampa 
Seminole Hard Rock Hollywood 
Ocala Poker 
Managers’ Choice 
Palm Beach Kennel Club 
 
BEST MANAGEMENT 
Large 
Isle Casino 
Medium 
St. Johns Greyhound Park 
Small 
SunCruz Port Canaveral 
Honorable mention 
Orange Park Kennel Club 
Daytona Beach Kennel Club 
Seminole Hard Rock Tampa 
Ocala Poker 
Tampa Bay Downs 
Managers’ Choice 
Palm Beach Kennel Club

BEST DEALERS 
Large 
Isle Casino 
Medium 
St. Johns Greyhound Park 
Small 
SunCruz Port Canaveral 
Honorable mention 
Orange Park Kennel Club 
Daytona Beach Kennel Club 
Seminole Hard Rock Tampa 
Ocala Poker 
Tampa Bay Downs 
Managers’ Choice 
Daytona Beach Kennel Club 
 
BEST WAITRESSES/BAR STAFF 
Large 
Isle Casino 
Medium 
St. Johns Greyhound Park 
Small 
SunCruz Port Canaveral 
Honorable mention 
Orange Park Kennel Club 
Seminole Hard Rock Tampa 
Daytona Beach Kennel Club 
Ocala Poker 
Derby Lane 
Managers’ Choice 
Seminole Hard Rock Hollywood 
 
BEST MASSAGE THERAPISTS 
Large 
Isle Casino 
Medium 
St. Johns Greyhound Park 
Small 
Flagler Dog Track 
Honorable mention 
Orange Park Kennel Club 
Ocala Poker 
Daytona Beach Kennel Club 
Seminole Hard Rock Tampa 
Tampa Bay Downs 
Managers’ Choice 
Palm Beach Kennel Club 
 
BEST AMENITIES 
Large 
Isle Casino 
Medium 
St. Johns Greyhound Park 
Small 
SunCruz Port Canaveral 
Honorable mention 
Seminole Hard Rock Tampa 
Orange Park Kennel Club 
Seminole Hard Rock Hollywood 
Daytona Beach Kennel Club 
Tampa Bay Downs 
Managers’ Choice 
Seminole Hard Rock Hollywood

BEST FOOD/RESTAURANTS 
Large 
Isle Casino 
Medium 
St. Johns Greyhound Park 
Small 
Gulfstream Park 
Honorable mention 
Orange Park Kennel Club 
Seminole Hard Rock Tampa 
Seminole Hard Rock Hollywood 
Daytona Beach Kennel Club 
Tampa Bay Downs 
Managers’ Choice 
Seminole Hard Rock Hollywood 
 
BEST WEB SITE 
Large 
Isle Casino 
Medium 
St. Johns Greyhound Park 
Small 
Dania Jai-Alai 
Honorable mention 
Orange Park Kennel Club 
Seminole Hard Rock Tampa 
Seminole Hard Rock Hollywood 
Daytona Beach Kennel Club 
Ocala Poker 
Managers’ Choice 
Derby Lane 
 
BEST ENTERTAINMENT 
Large 
Isle Casino 
Medium 
St. Johns Greyhound 
Small 
SunCruz Port Canaveral 
Honorable mention 
Seminole Hard Rock Hollywood 
Seminole Hard Rock Tampa 
Orange Park Kennel Club 
Daytona Beach Kennel Club 
Ocala Poker 
Managers’ Choice 
Seminole Hard Rock Hollywood 
 

POKER ROOM WINNERS

FLORIDA’S 
CHOICE

League winners, pg 38
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By Christopher Cosenza
You can never go wrong by being loyal. 

Mike Smith, the director of  poker operations 
at the Isle Casino, has been loyal to All In 

Free Poker players, and they 
in turn have been loyal to 

him and his room. That’s 
a big reason the Isle won 
all 15 categories in the 
Large Division of  the 

Ante Up Florida’s Choice 
Awards. 
“We were very surprised,” 

Smith said. “We’re very proud that my team 
was recognized for the work they put in. We 
do a lot of  stuff  with (All In Free Poker).” 

Smith has chosen to embrace free poker 
leagues, which isn’t always the case when it 
comes to other poker room managers. 

“The problem is if  you look at them as 
competition you aren’t going to embrace 
them. But we kinda look at it the other way, as 
they’re more partners with us. People learn to 
play poker in the bar leagues, and then when 
they are ready to come into a casino they’ve 
already been exposed to it because they’ve 
already played in our casino with our staff. 
We feel we have gained business from them. 
It’s a good relationship we have.” 

Ante Up separated Florida’s 30 poker rooms 
into three categories — Large, Medium 
and Small — based on the 
number of  tables.

St. Johns Greyhound Park 
swept all Medium Division 
categories the old-fashioned 
way, by campaigning. 

“We displayed a poster at 
both of  our rooms, posted a 
blurb on our Web site and 
our floor managers talked it 
up,” director of  poker opera-
tions Josh Zuckerman said. 
“Of  course, all of  our players 
read Ante Up and already knew 
all about it!” 

And its sister room, Orange Park Kennel 

Club, benefited from the campaign as 
well, winning honorable mention in every 
category.

“Winning the Florida’s Choice Award 
is a true honor,” said Zuckerman, who 
oversees both Jacksonville rooms. 
“It also validates what we’ve felt all 
along, that our facilities, our deal-
ers, our attention to detail and our 
commitment to the players’ needs 
are all exceptional. The fact that the 
players themselves had the interest and 
took the time to vote says it all. I would like 
to take this opportunity to thank all of  our 
players for their continued support and input 

as well.”
 Ante Up conducted a poll of  

poker room managers using 
the same ballot its readers 
were given. Palm Beach 
Kennel Club and Seminole 
Hard Rock Hollywood were 
the venues of  choice, as PBKC 
won five categories, including 
best overall, and HRH took 
five as well, including best 
tournaments. 

“We are thrilled and 
grateful to receive Ante Up Magazine’s 
recognition in the Florida’s Choice Awards,” 
Hard Rock public-relations manager Ryan 

Rogers said. “We believe we offer the best 
gaming action available and with everything 
we have to offer on our beautiful property, we 

truly are Florida’s ultimate entertainment 
destination.”

The Small Division saw the 
greatest distribution of  awards, but 
again, free poker leagues played a 
major role as BigSlick voters helped 

lead SunCruz Port Canaveral to 
victory in eight categories. Seminole 

Casino Immokalee was so happy to win 
Best Overall Poker Room that it got the entire 
staff  together for a group photo to say thank 
you to the readers. 

Dania Jai-Alai, which has become famous 
for its monthly Dan Le Batard Celebrity Poker 
Tournament, fittingly won Best Multitable 
Tournaments in the Small Division. 

“We’re thrilled with this award from Ante 
Up Magazine,” Dania’s acting GM Dave 
Winslow said. “It shows our efforts to offer a 
variety of  popular tournaments has paid off.  
This award is a testament to the hard work 
and dedication of  all our employees who 
have worked so hard to create this kind of  
atmosphere.” 

Dania’s poker room administrator, Paula 
Lettiere, echoed those sentiments: “We 
couldn’t be happier,” she said. “What a 
pleasant surprise! Ante Up Magazine rocks!” 

LOYALTY PAYS Off fOr ISLE, ST. JOHNS
The Isle Casino at Pompano Park won every catergory in the Large Division of the Florida’s Choice Awards.
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Slow Hand 
at Hard Rock 
Hollywood

The staff at Seminole Casino Immokalee are grateful to be No. 1.
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Suzie Isaacs
Poker Hall-of-Famers

Boot Camp & World Series Satellite Weekend
October 17 & 18, 2009

Tom McEvoy
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By Scott Long 
They swept the Ante Up Florida’s Choice 

Awards for poker leagues, and they did it with 
great homage to their name.

All In Free Poker, based in Pompano 
Beach, won all nine categories, including Best 
Overall League, with an “all in” strategy of  
“free” marketing. 

“We really drove it home, with our dealers 
and at the Isle Casino,” said Bryan Oulton, 
who with Sandy Swartzbaugh, owns All In 
Free Poker. “With Twitter and Facebook and 
everything else out there, we got the word out 
to everyone.” 

In many ways, the Ante Up Florida’s 
Choice Awards was a natural contest for the 
state’s dozens of  free poker leagues. Since 
the leagues lack the marketing budgets of  
parimutuel and Indian poker rooms, they’ve 
learned how to creatively, and cheaply, get 
the word out about themselves. Fifty-seven 
percent of  voters in the Florida’s Choice 
Awards say they play most of  their poker in 
free leagues. 

Oulton said All In Free was focused on a 
clean sweep from the beginning, but did tar-
get some of  the categories. 

“Best Overall, of  course, since that’s a 
complete award,” Oulton said. “But also Best 
Tournament Strucures, because we think we 
give our players a really good structure. And 
Best Players. We’d like them to be acknowl-
edged, too. We think we have a terrific player 
base.” 

That base is around 7,500 players who 
compete for points and prizes at more than 
50 events a week. 

“We try to provide as close to a casino ex-
perience as possible,” Oulton said. “We want 
people to have fun, because it’s a social outlet, 
but we also want them to be able to play good 
poker, too.” 

All In Free Poker is 
unique in the free poker 
world because it is licensed 
by Florida’s Division of  
Pari-Mutuel Wagering, 
which allows it to host its 
finals in a casino or card 
room. All In Free Poker 
enjoys a close working re-
lationship with the Isle Ca-
sino in Pompano Park and 
the Isle’s director of  poker 
operations, Mike Smith. 

“Mike’s really embraced 
us,” Oulton said, while 
at the Isle registering his 
players for an All In Free 
event. “And we love to fun-
nel our players into the Isle 
because they have such a 

robust offering of  tournaments.” 
“Bar leagues are such good business for 

the casinos,” Oulton said. “We’re the first 
entry for a player looking for the poker ex-
perience.” 

No doubt, poker leagues played a role in 
how well some poker rooms fared in the Flor-
ida’s Choice Awards’ poker room division. 

Virtually all communication from All In Free 
Poker to its player base included a plea to also 
vote for the Isle in the poker room division. 

Southeast Hold’em, which is expanding 
throughout the state but has a heavy concen-
tration in the Florida’s northeast corner, was 
a solid No. 2 in every category, and its play-
ers mostly voted for Daytona Beach Kennel 

Club, St. Johns Greyhound 
Park and Orange Park 
Kennel Club, as did play-
ers for Jacksonville Poker 
Association, which was an 
honorable mention in every 
category. Big Slick garnered 
honorable mentions in ev-
ery category, and its players 
provided votes that helped 
nearby SunCruz Port Ca-
naveral fare well.

The WPTAPL, which 
has three strong divisions 
throughout the state, earned 
nine honorable mentions, 
while Aces Full Poker 
Tour and Texas Hold’em 
Poker Tours combined for 
nine honorable mentions.  

BEST OVERALL 
Winner 
All In Free Poker 
Honorable mention 
Southeast Hold’em 
Big Slick 
Jax Poker Association 
WPTAPL 
Texas Hold’em Poker Tours 
 
BEST PRIZES 
Winner 
All In Free Poker 
Honorable mention 
Southeast Hold’em 
Big Slick 
Jax Poker Association 
WPTAPL 
Texas Hold’em Poker Tours 
 
BEST EQUIPMENT 
Winner 
All In Free Poker 
Honorable mention 
Southeast Hold’em 
Big Slick 
WPTAPL 
Jax Poker Association 
Aces Full Poker Tour 

BEST TOUR. STRUCTURES 
Winner 
All In Free Poker 
Honorable mention 
Southeast Hold’em 
Big Slick 
Jax Poker Association 
WPTAPL 
Aces Full Poker Tour 
 
BEST POINTS SYSTEM 
Winner 
All In Free Poker 
Honorable mention 
Southeast Hold’em 
Big Slick 
Jax Poker Association 
WPTAPL 
Aces Full Poker Tour

BEST LOCATIONS/VENUES 
Winner 
All In Free Poker 
Honorable mention 
Southeast Hold’em 
Big Slick 
Jax Poker Association 
WPTAPL 
Texas Hold’em Poker Tours 

BEST STAFF 
Winner 
All In Free Poker 
Honorable mention 
Southeast Hold’em 
Big Slick 
Jax Poker Association 
WPTAPL 
Texas Hold’em Poker Tours 
 
BEST PLAYERS 
Winner 
All In Free Poker 
Honorable mention 
Southeast Hold’em 
Big Slick 
WPTAPL 
Jax Poker Association 
Aces Full Poker Tour 
 
BEST WEB SITE 
Winner 
All In Free Poker 
Honorable mention 
Southeast Hold’em 
Big Slick 
Jax Poker Association 
WPTAPL 
Aces Full Poker Tour

POKER LEAGUE WINNERS

ALL IN frEE POKEr’S CAmPAIGN SWEEPS  

All In Free Poker held all the cards.
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A HEALTHY BET
DR. FRANK TOSCANO • A look at how to stay healthy at the poker table
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YOU’rE GOOD, KID, BUT YOU CAN’T DODGE CIGAr SmOKE
A smoke-filled room, dozens of  railbirds sweating their favorite, a 

circular table, a blond dealer, the Cincinnati Kid and the Man 
playing five-card stud heads-up. The Man flips up the JD for a straight 

flush. The Kid’s face visibly slackens as he shows the 
AH for his losing aces full. Edward G. Robinson’s 
character, Lancey Howard, straightens up a little 

in his chair, reaches into his breast pocket and 
pulls out a big fat cigar. He lights it with a 
wooden match, twirls it a little between his 
fingers and rewards himself  for beating the 
Kid by taking a deep satisfying pull. Eight 
years later Robinson died from cancer.

The chances of  aces full losing to a 
straight flush in five-card stud are about 1 

in 300 bazillion. The 
chance Robinson would die 

from smoking-related cancer was much better.
As the national ad campaigns relentlessly 

hammer away at the dangers of  cigarettes, it’s 
easy to lose sight that cigars are just as bad and, 
in some ways, worse. Sadly, many cigar smok-
ers believe if  they don’t inhale that cigars are 
relatively safe compared to cigarettes. Not true. 
Even if  you don’t inhale, the carcinogens, toxic 
chemicals and irritants of  cigar smoke come 
into contact with your lips, tongue, the mem-
branes of  your mouth and nose, and even the 
lungs.  Cigar smoking is associated with cancers 
of  the lips, tongue, mouth, throat, esophagus, 
larynx, lung, pancreas and bladder. It also can 
cause emphysema, bronchitis, heart disease and, get this, erectile dys-
function.

When it comes to addiction potential, one cigar can contain as 
much as 20 times the nicotine as a cigarette. Even for those who don’t 
inhale when they smoke, the mouth’s mucous membranes are quite 
efficient at absorbing this highly addicting chemical.

Sidestream (second-hand) cigar smoke is more dangerous to non-
smokers than cigarette smoke. The concentrations of  carcinogens, 

toxic chemicals and irritants, including carbon monoxide, are higher 
in a room full of  cigar smokers than cigarette smokers.

Last year I played in a 20-person private game at a swank country 
club. Many of  the participants, including quite a few physicians, lit up 
thick cigars. In spite of  how very juicy this game turned out to be, I 
won’t be back. This is not a moral issue for me, but a matter of  health. 
I’m grateful the home game I frequent forbids smoking. 

For some reason, Hollywood continues to glamorize cigars. James 
Bond, Batman, Wolverine and Ironman recently featured cigar smok-
ers. Movies featuring poker, from Maverick to the Odd Couple, rely on 
cigar-smoking characters to set the mood. In one scene from Rounders, 
Matt Damon’s character, Mike McDermott, schools a room full of  
poker-playing judges on hand-reading skills. Hardly a character in the 
room, save for Mike, is without a cigar. And can you even imagine a 

TV show or movie depicting Wild Bill Hickok 
at the poker table without a cigar between his 
teeth?

I tried several times to compose this column 
with some wise cracks and my usual smart al-
eck point of  view, but it just didn’t work. The 
subject matter is just too serious. The bottom 
line: No matter what Hollywood portrays, ci-
gars are not glamorous. They smell bad and are 
seriously dangerous for the smoker and those 
around him. 

There’s a reason smoking is banned from 
poker rooms, so consider making your home 
game smoke-free if  you haven’t done so.  

And if  you enjoy lighting up a cigar from 
time to time, think long and hard about the 

damage you can do to your body.
A lifelong cigar collector and smoker, Robinson was known for say-

ing, “No cigar anywhere is safe from me.” The truth is, no cigar any-
where was safe FOR him. 
— An avid poker player, Frank Toscano, M.D. is a board-certified emergency 
physician with more than 28 years of front-line experience. He’s medical 
director for Red Bamboo Medi Spa in Clearwater. Email your poker-health 
questions to ftoscano@redbamboomedispa.com 



RPM POKER
Travelin’ with poker pro Chris Dombrowski

After getting a taste of  the World Series of  Poker in 2008, I was 
eagerly awaiting another crack at it in 2009 so I arrived in Las Ve-

gas a few days before the Series began. My friends (RPM pros Aditya 
“intervention” Agarwal, Russell “rcrane082985” Crane, Jeff  “jpapola” 
Papola and Terry “Asiandude7” Eischens) and I rented a house for the 
summer. It was about 25 minutes from the strip in a quiet neighbor-
hood, with a pool, pool table and theatre to keep us entertained when 
we weren’t playing poker.  

My World Series began at the end of  May, with the $1K Stimulus 
Special tournament. We started with 3K chips and 25-25 blinds. By 
the first break, I was able to work my stack to more than 7K and ev-
erything was looking good. I cruised through Level 3 with about 8K, 
and shortly after Level 4 began I encountered this hand. A European 
player, who had been very active and somewhat wild, limped under 
the gun for 150, and I made it 575 from the button with 10-10. It 
folded back to the European player and he called. 

The flop was a beautiful 10-6-4 rainbow. After my opponent 
checked, I felt it would be best to bet because he’d been check-raising 
a lot on the flop, and I’d been playing pretty actively. I bet 725, and 
he quickly made it 1,550. He pretty much never has an overpair here, 
and since I have top set he’s rarely going to even have top pair, so his 
range should consist mostly of  bluffs and smaller sets with almost no 
possible draws on the board. Giving him that range, I know he’s not 
going to fold on the turn or river with a set, so I elected to just call, 
hoping he would hang himself  on the turn with a bluff. The turn was 
a 5, and it was followed by a booming all-in declaration from the Euro. 
I immediately called, and was shown a devastating 7-8, which held up 
when the river didn’t pair the board. We had roughly the same stacks, 
and that ended my first event.

The next few weeks were a blur. Every day I’d find myself  leaving 
the Rio with disappointment before dinner break. I just couldn’t get 
anything going, often suffering a bad beat early on. My tournament 
misfortune gave me the chance to rail Crane at a final table. He fin-
ished third in the $2,500 six-handed event for $220K, and I had a 
fantastic time watching him play. This motivated me even more.

I started to accumulate chips midway through the Series, getting to 
50K by the 200-400 level in back-to-back tourneys, but both times I 
came crashing down, unable to make it past Day 1.

 Then came a tournament I was really looking forward to: the 
$2,500 razz event. I’ve had a lot of  success playing razz and I like the 
change of  pace from hold’em. I ran pretty bad early on and found my-
self  short, but I stuck it out and grinded the short stack for a few hours. 
I finally went on a big rush after dinner and built a big stack as it was 
looking like I’d finally make a Day 2. Razz is a brutal game, though, 
and the wheels came off  in the last level. I kept having great hands on 
third and fourth streets that would brick out, losing big pot after big 
pot and finally busting with 15 minutes left in the day. 

The next day I played the $2K Venetian DeepStack event and made 
my first Day 2 of  the summer. There were about 60 people left at the 
end of  Day 1 (36 got paid, and close to $250k went to first). I went 
into Day 2 with a slightly below-average stack and was card dead at 
an aggressive table. I shoved 7-7 over a button raise and ran into aces. 
Sadly, that was the end of  that tourney, as I went out shortly before the 
money and added to the summer’s disappointment.

Next month I’ll tell you about my WSOP Main Event.
— Chris Dombrowski is a member of the RPM Poker team and lives in Wesley 
Chapel. Email him at editor@anteupmagazine.com.

SUmmEr Of DISAPPOINTmENT

 Calculating Texas Hold’em      
Poker Odds Made Easy will 
show you how to make quick 
decisions about complicated 
problems.  It illustrates in de-
tail the components of calcu-
lating Texas Hold’em poker 
odds.  Most books devote 
about ten pages on poker odds 
and expect you to memorize 
pages of meaningless tables.  
The illustrations in this book 
will bring life and meaning to 
those tables. You will have 
more time to concentrate on all 
of the other aspects of your 
game and you will have the 
confidence and skills that you 
need to compete  with the pros. 
Calculating Texas Hold’em Poker Odds Made Easy is available 
on my web site, Amazon, The Gambler’s Bookshop in Las Vegas 
and High Stakes Gambling Bookshop in London.  Copies have 
been sold on every continent, except Antarctica!  If you are not 
satisfied with this book for any reason just return it to me, postage 
paid, within 30 days of your purchase for a full refund.  This offer 
is available for purchases made only at ipokerbook.com and 
should be free of marked or torn pages.  Visit ipokerbook.com 
for  huge  savings on my poker books and, as always, Good Luck! 
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LEE CHILDS • Learn to play the Acumen Poker way.
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If  you are a true student of  the game and are always working hard 
to become a better player, you will soon find yourself  sitting as one 

of  the best players at most tables.
While this is something we all should strive for, I have to warn you 

about something that I have been faced with a lot over the last few 
months at the World Series of  Poker and in a deep-

stack tournament at Borgata. 
Once you develop the skills to effectively put 

your opponents on specific hands, this allows you 
to make more advanced plays on them through-

out a hand. 
If  you know what they are holding — or 

what they are not holding — this will allow 
you to make bets or raises to take pots away 

from them when you actually have an inferior 
hand. It also allows you to make calls on the river 

with modest holdings, because you just know that 
they cannot have a hand that is better than yours. 

Sounds great, right? Doesn’t sound like a warning at all. The warn-
ing is that you have to be very careful projecting your skill onto your 
opponents. While you want to treat them as competent, you have to 
remember they may not be as competent as you and they may not be 
thinking poker on such a high level. 

This means you may make an advanced play on a player who you 
feel is competent, but they may not understand what you’re trying to 
do because they are not quite at your level. 

Similarly, this imbalance in the level of  competence can result in 
you laying down the best hand because they simply don’t understand 
how weak their hand is by the river, yet they continue to bet it for 
value.

 So, while every good poker player must lay down the best hand 
from time to time to be successful, there are times you have to make 
some thin calls against a player who actually thinks they are making 
a value bet with the best hand. This is different from making calls 
against players who you think are bluffing, but that’s going to be a 
topic for an upcoming column.

The next time you find yourself  thinking, “How could he make 
that call?” take a step back, replay the hand in your head, and really 
try to figure out what went wrong. You just may find you played the 
hand phenomenally and Phil Ivey likely would have instantly folded to 
your well-crafted play, but you may have made a mistake in assessing 
your opponent’s competency. 

As you become more competent and begin to think about poker 
on a higher level, you must then take on the responsibility of  getting 
into the mind of  your opponents and assessing their true competence 
level. 

Balance playing at your level while also adapting your mind-set to 
think about hands on your opponents’ level to consistently make the 
right decisions. 

 Decide to Win!
— Lee Childs is founder and lead instructor of Acumen Poker. He also is an in-
structor with the WPT Boot Camp. Check out his site at www.acumenpoker.net.

DON’T OVErESTImATE OPPONENTS

WHAT EVERY “BODY” IS SAYING

JOE NAVARRO • Ex-FBI guy shares his nonverbal secrets.

     

   JOE N AVA R RO

Sometimes a passive action 
will extract an active result

If someone is trying really hard to hide their body language, is there a way to 
get them to loosen up without being obvious?

— JASON VIA ANTE UP FORUM
Jason, that’s the first time anyone has asked me 

that. In the FBI we use to call that elicitation tech-
niques. There are some things you can do. 

One of  them is nonverbal, and that is don’t 
stare too intently and look away more often 
than not so you can see the person sideways. 
That way they don’t perceive you as a threat.

The second option is to talk to them about 
things that matter little (not the game) and get 

them to open up. 
Maybe they are wearing a watch you like, compli-

ments always work. The brain can only handle one thing at a time, so 
try to distract them. 

Let me know your results here or on the Ante Up forum.
— Ex-FBI counterintelligence officer Joe Navarro of Tampa specialized in behav-
ioral analysis for 25 years. He’s a star lecturer with the WSOP Academy and has 
penned Read ’Em and Reap, which you can find on Amazon.com. Email Joe at  
editor@anteupmagazine.com and he’ll answer your questions.

SmartLipo • SkinCeuticals • SkinMedica

Juvederm/Restylane • Laser Hair Removal

Massage• Aesthetic Treatments

Visia Facial Analysis • Microdermabrasion

Obagi • Botox • Permanent Make-up

Northwood Plaza | 2516C McMullen Booth Rd. | Clearwater, FL 33761
727.726.6100 | www.RBMedispa.com

Cash in on a sure bet

Send her to the spa
while you play.
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Poker is all about the cards, the people and the math, but it also 
involves what is broadly called poker psychology. How does Phil 

Ivey make it through 6,400 people to the final table? Sure he’s a pro’s 
pro and has all the skills, but why him and not any of  the other pros? 
He knows every fundamental part of  the game, but what separated 

him from the rest of  the well-known pros at the 2009 
World Series of  Poker was his intense level of  con-

centration and mental control. 
 This is the kind of  mental control that leads to 
peak performance that every person can learn. 

He came to work. He and the other eight at 
the final table kept their heads in the game. 
Anyone can learn to do the same.

Poker psychology is the most advanced as-
pect of  learning for the poker player — pro 

or recreational. This is also the area over which 
a player has the most control. A player can know 

the odds but not control them; suckouts are not in a player’s control; a 
bad beat … well, every player has bad-beat stories. So, let’s cut to the 
chase: The only real control players have in a poker game is control 
of  themselves. They can’t control the variance; they can sometimes 
read or even influence others, but it’s hard to control them, and the 
math is the math.

It therefore seems obvious that one of  the best ways for a player to 
improve his game is to improve himself. He has to think, “What can I 
do to get into the zone?” Every athlete knows this. A basketball player 
can’t miss a free throw, a golfer can’t miss a putt, a poker player can’t 
miss an opportunity (knowing when to raise, bluff  or make a move) 
when he’s “in the zone.” This is all helped by mental control. It doesn’t 
come by accident. 

How many times have NBA players bounced the ball before shoot-
ing a free throw? It’s because many of  them are visualizing the shot. 
It’s the same when a golfer tries to read the green; it’s not only for shot 
accuracy, but to calm down. 

Borrowing from sports psychology, a poker player can learn to de-
termine his level of  performance to control the outcome. Using these 
techniques will allow you to play your best game. 

Sports psychology works with all performers and uses a variety of  
techniques and training methods to improve performance. Every pro 
team has a sports psychologist; most elite college teams use sports psy-
chology to enhance performance. It’s about reaching an optimal level 
of  stress vs. calm, about visualizing focus, flow and imagery.

Poker players can practice with a specific performance goal in mind 
and visualize how the situation will go. By focusing on themselves and 
what’s going on inside instead of  the extraneous “noise,” a player will 
able to perform consistently better than those who rely on luck. 

The catch is that it takes some work. 
The major areas on which to focus are relaxing, attuning, manag-

ing distraught periods, imaging, creating a winning internal headset, 
goal-setting and performing at a player’s peak.

This is about achieving peak performance. It’s about playing the 
best a player can. The other factors are what determine winning, so 
all a player can do is improve oneself.

Some techniques will only be discussed in general terms and will 
need consultation or variation specific to a player’s needs.

Peak performance means keeping in mental and physical shape. 
A player should only play when he’s feeling good. He shouldn’t play 
when experiencing anxiety or depression. He shouldn’t play to get 

GOING 
GLOBAL
SNAPS FROM THE ANTE UP NATION

This month’s winner is Tom Fenton 
of Stratford, Conn. He snapped 

this shot in front of the Pyramids 
in Egypt and will now receive an 
“Ante Up” shirt from High Roller 
Clothing, which takes a “modern 

approach to the high roller  
lifestyle.”

• • •
Email a photo of yourself with a 
copy of Ante Up somewhere cool 

and if we print it, you’ll win some 
swag, too! 

Get your High Roller shirt 
at highrollerclothing.com  

or call (877) 272-2983 

HEAD GAMES
DR. STEPHEN BLOOMFIELD • Poker psychology

IT’S ALL IN YOUr HEAD
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away from a fight at home or at work. He shouldn’t play after an emo-
tional trauma. Unless — and there is always an unless — it might be 
helpful to his game or the situation.

Recently a poker player came home from a family vacation to find 
his dog had deteriorated and needed to be euthanized. He needed the 
distraction and decided to play in a low buy-in tournament instead 
of  his usual cash game. He was able to control his investment, use a 
game he loves as a distraction, be around an environment he enjoys 
and was able to interact. He busted after two hours of  play, but felt 
much better — and it didn’t impact his poker stake, his game image 
or his sense of  self. 

Peak performance also means taking the time to give yourself  the 
best chance of  success. Some players never sit at a table until they 
“take a lap.” This is the process of  getting used to and surveying the 
room, putting oneself  in the right frame of  mind to play poker and, 
more important, to win at poker.

Players come to the poker room from work, from home, from other 
activities and they should get used the environment before playing. 
One of  the best ways to do this is to not sign up the minute you get 
there, but to walk around the room. Let your senses attune to this 
environment. As an added benefit you might find a particularly weak 
table to join.

Once a player gets his head into the game, he can sign up and sit 
down and play his best. Future columns will provide tips on peak per-
formance and examples from real play.
— Dr. Stephen Bloomfield is a licensed psychologist and avid poker player. 
His column will give insight on how to achieve peak performance using poker 
psychology.  Email him at editor@anteupmagazine.com

HEAD GAMES
DR. STEPHEN BLOOMFIELD • Poker psychology

Stephen Bloomfield, a.k.a. the Doc, is one of 
Florida’s leading psychologists. He wrote Head 
Games in the late ’80s to help competitors of 

every type use the skills he had learned about the 
effects of the mind on performance.

C     H     S     D

After five years of playing poker in Florida,  
Mississippi, Las Vegas, Connecticut and  

occasionally online, Doc has decided to share his 
skills with Ante Up readers through periodic  
columns, titled Head Games. In addition Doc 
will be offering support to some of the region’s 

best professionals and amateur players with one-
on-one advising sessions and group workshops.

DON’T CRACK 
UNDER PRESSURE!

THE DOCTOR IS IN!



P
E

R
S

P
E

C
T

IV
E

     

           SCOT T LONG

LET’S TALK ABOUT TOUrNAmENT TOKES

FLORIDA FELT
Insight and analysis on poker in the Sunshine State

Emily Post, the queen of  etiquette, suggests you tip your server 15-
20 percent of  your pretax bill. 

But I guess Emily Post doesn’t play cards. She offers no advice on 
how much to tip your dealer after your big score in the 

Ante Up Poker Tour event. 
You won’t see Nic Cage trying to solve the tour-

nament tipping riddle in National Treasure 3. He’s 
smart enough to know even a dozen sequels 

won’t get him any closer to cracking this con-
fusing code. 

But with no apologies to Emily or Nic, I 
think I just might have an idea. And I have 
an idea that it’ll never fly. 

Let’s be blunt. Dealers make their living 
from tips. And who can really blame someone 

who makes their living off  of  tips from wanting 
people to be as generous as they possibly can — especially in this 
economy? And since we’re being blunt, that’s why this issue will for-
ever remain a mystery akin to how VH1 is able to keep churning out 
new reality shows that really are just recycled ones. 

PERCENTAGE OF WIN 
Here’s the old school method. When your palm is filled with the 

winning cash, the poker room manager smiles and says, “Congratula-
tions! If  you’d like to leave anything for the dealers, they’d appreciate 
it.” And just like if  you’re at Outback Steakhouse, you fork over a pre-
determined percentage of  your win. A little more if  the dealers were 
efficient and friendly, a little less if  not. 

But let’s remember Emily Post. Tipping in restaurants has a wide-
ly agreed-upon customary percentage. Poker tournaments do not. 
Google “poker tournament tipping” and you’ll find various numbers, 
all calculated by people with different interests. Dealers, of  course, will 
suggest a higher amount. Pros grinding out a living say it should be 
much lower. Most of  us shoot in the middle and hope our generosity 
is met with a “Thanks, Boss!” 

It’s not a bad method, but just like the U.S. Constitution, no matter 
how good it is, we’re always looking to improve upon it. And because 
of  the best intentions of  folks trying to “fix” this, those percentages get 
more out of  whack than they already are. If  the room takes a piece 
of  the entry fee out for staff, or suggests an “optional dealer add-on,” 
does that mean we should deviate from the ballpark percentage? 

OPTIONAL DEALER ADD-ON 
Here’s the new kid on the block. Poker room managers offer a car-

rot to players. Tip $5 or so before the tournament and get extra 
chips. Sounds like a good deal, right? Who doesn’t want ex-
tra chips? And especially if  it goes to the hard-working 
dealers? 

Well …. 

A Florida dealer told me last week that tournament tipping is way 
down in his room after they switched to a dealer add-on. Players don’t 
feel as if  they should have to tip beyond what they already have when 
they win. I believe it also may have to do with how many extra chips 
the room gives you for the money. If  you’re starting with 8,000 and 
the extra $5 gets you 500, don’t be surprised if  players decline your 
generosity. But if  you’re giving them 2,000 for that same $5, you might 
see more participation. 

And a Florida poker room manager has told me he’s resisted mak-
ing this change despite players asking for it. His reason? He says deal-
ing is a “service,” so why would you reward service before it’s per-
formed? He has a point. 

But perhaps the biggest flaw in the dealer add-on is it shifts the 
financial burden from the winners to the losers. Imagine if  in a cash 
game the guy in Seat 5 wins a big pot and then says, “OK, everyone, 
toss in a buck for the dealer.” You’d be livid. But is the add-on really 
much different? 

WITHHELD FOR STAFF 
The World Series of  Poker does this. Every structure sheet for this 

year’s Series listed a percentage that Harrah’s took from the prize pool 
to give to the staff. 

Hey! Maybe we’re on to something here. The room says, “Hey, 
players, we’re taking care of  the dealers for you.” But wait, they’re 
NOT saying that. What they’re saying is they want to be sure the staff  
doesn’t get stiffed (and let’s hope nobody wants that), but they certainly 
don’t mind, and even expect, that winners will tip in addition. 

And that brings me to my brilliant, but dead on arrival, idea. 
I’d love it if  the poker room manager got on the loud speaker, and 

just before the tournament she says, “Shuffle up and deal,” then she 
says, “if  you cash, please show your generosity to our dealers. An X 
percent of  winnings is considered customary in this room.” 

THAT’S what I want. And I think that’s what most players want. 
We just want a guideline. Not a guideline we Google, but one the staff  
in the room understands and is comfortable with. One the manager 
tells his staff  to expect. And I have no problem with tipping more than 
that if  the staff  treats me well, just like I’d have no problem tipping less 
— and telling the staff  why — if  I believe they didn’t treat me well. 

But to have no idea what the staff  expects is the root of  this 
problem. 

So why is it dead on arrival? I just can’t imagine any poker room 
manager telling his dealers he’s going to suggest a 

specific tip amount. I just can’t. And to prove 
my point, I asked our poker room manager on 
August’s Ante Up Poker Cruise to do a dealer add-
on with generous chips for all tournaments. I want 

to make sure our dealers are taken care of, even though 
I personally don’t think the add-on is the way to do it. It’s 

different when you’re the boss and not the player. 
Anyone else want to take a crack at this riddle? Nic Cage, we need 

you! 
— Email Scott at scott@anteupmagazine.com 

  
  
   

If you tip a dealer beforehand, do you need to tip again later?
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Susie Isaacs has been a staple in the poker community for more 
than 25 years, and her many bracelets and major wins have made her 
a household name.

I’ve had the privilege of  spending time with Susie on and off  the 
felt, and she is a true Southern belle. She constantly gets stopped for 
a picture or autograph and graciously obliges. Susie has made herself  
into a one-woman poker powerhouse as a poker instructor (for High 
Heels Poker Tour Acadamy, too) with numerous published books, in-
cluding a novel called White Knight / Black Night, loosely based on life in 
the poker world. I expect her career will continue to grow as she keeps 
reinventing herself  since she’s in it for the long haul.

Susie recently agreed to answer some of  my questions so the Ante 
Up Nation could get to know her a little better.

How long have you been playing poker?
Playing and studying poker seriously since 1988.
What is your earliest memory of playing poker? 
When I was real little, my male cousins played poker on a Monop-

oly board as a camouflage to disapproving Southern Baptist parents. I 
was the lookout. As soon as I could count, they let me play. My daddy 
wouldn’t even allow a deck of  cards in the house and dice only on 
board games. 

WOMEN IN POKER
LAUREN FAILLA • Founder of High Heels Poker Tour

ISAACS: POKEr PrOWESS 
WITH SOUTHErN CLASS

Upcoming  HHPT Tournaments 

“Battle Of The Sexes to Battle Breast Cancer”
Texas Hold’em Poker Tournament

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 10, 2009
4:00pm  

THE SILKS POKER ROOM at
TAMPA BAY DOWNS • TAMPA, FL

Charity Event to Battle Breast Cancer

High Heels Poker Tour & 
Tampa Bay Downs Present:

 Women vs.  Men let the battle begin!!!

WHO WILL PREVAIL?

August 22nd at 5pm
    
    Turning Stone Resort Casino 
     Verona, NY
    $190 buy-in 
     

September 12th at 4pm
    
    Dania Jai-Alai
    Dania, FL 
    $125 buy-in
 

October 10th at 4pm
    
    Silks Poker Room at Tampa Bay Downs 
    Tampa, FL
     “Battle Of The Sexes” Charity Poker Tournament
    $100 buy-in  2,000 units
    $10 dealer add-on 1,000 units
    $20 rebuys    1,000 units
    $50 add-on   4,000 units

For further information on High Heels Poker Tour and upcoming events please visit us at 
www.highheelspokertour.com

Seats are limited Pre-Register at www.PTSeats.com

“Poker is in our sole”“Poker is in our sole”
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TWO GREAT BOOKS, 
ONE GREAT MIND

Pick up Joe Navarro’s books on Amazon.com, 
and visit his Web site at www.navarropoker.com

Let professional poker player 
Lee Childs help you elevate 

your poker game.
• Group Training Sessions 

• Individual Training Sessions 
• Individual Coaching

“DECIDE TO WIN”

www.acumenpoker.net

WOMEN IN POKER
LAUREN FAILLA • Founder of High Heels Poker Tour

What is your favorite game? 
Stud, stud high-low, limit hold’em and no-limit hold’em.
What is your favorite hand? 
Lately, pocket jacks. They have been holding up and I have been 

maximizing them. This would not have been the answer several weeks 
ago. 

Do you play online? 
Oh, yes.
How often? 
When I was writing my books (full-time job for a couple of  years) 

playing online “saved me.” Normally, I get my “poker fix” three to five 
times a week at Doyle’s Room or PokerStars.

Tell me a little about your personal life and how it interacts with poker, both 
in the early years and now.

Poker has been my life since 1988, writing articles, books, play-
ing poker, giving poker seminars, teaching private students and selling 
poker “stuff ” from my Web site at www.susieisaacs.com. 

How do you feel about up-and-coming female players? Do you find them too 
aggressive? Are they a good representation of the game and a good representa-
tion for women? 

Like anything or anywhere in life, even church, there are the good 
and the bad. I don’t think the young girls to-
day have any idea of  the groundwork we “sea-
soned” female players laid for them for the last 
several decades. They can read a lot of  this his-
tory in my book, Queens Can Beat Kings.

You’re in the Women’s Poker Hall of Fame. Do you 
think that sometimes gets overshadowed and you 
don’t get the recognition you deserve because of all 
the hype placed on sexiness? 

On the contrary. I’ve been made to feel like 
this is a great honor, which it is. Players used 
to talk about me winning two bracelets, now I 

hear the whispers about me being “on the wall at Binion’s.” I am often 
called Barbara (Enright) or Marsha (Waggoner) because I am one of  
the women in the Women’s Poker Hall of  Fame.   

If you had some advice for female players considering poker as a career, what 
would it be? 

Go for it! But always, always have a real job to pay the rent. Very 
few make it as a professional player and truly make their monthly nut. 
Many claim to, but they all have other income.

Did you ever have a poker mentor? 
Indeed, Tom McEvoy. I went to Tom’s first poker seminar in 1988 

and have one of  his first books. He was a turning point for me. It 
delights me to see his success of  late. (Read Chris Cosenza’s interview 
with Tom McEvoy on Page 52.) 

Do you still feel you’re learning all the time or do you feel you have mastered 
the game? 

I am, and will always be, a student of  the game. I usually learn 
something new every time I play, even if  it’s another donkey play. I 
sometimes teach seminars with other pros and I always learn some-
thing new. If  one thinks they have learned all there is to know about 
playing winning poker, that one is either arrogant, stupid or both!

What can we expect from you in the near future and where can we find out 
more information about you and where you will be next? 

I have a calendar on my Web site that will tell anyone who is inter-
ested where I will be and when. My books and other poker stuff  can 
also be found on my site.
— Lauren Failla writes a monthly column for Ante Up, tracking the progress of 
women in poker. Email her at lauren@highheelspokertour.com.
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DEAL WITH IT!
An occasional column from a Florida dealer

Never leave new dealers grasping at strings
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By Chaz Allen 
Usually a poker room is a one-string room or a two-string room. 

A one-string room makes no distinction between low-limit and high-
limit games. Dealers are put through all of  the games, which is better 
known as “snaking” the room. A two-string room has a low-limit side 
and a high-limit side. The dealers still “snake” their respective sides, 
but there are two sides. I prefer using a two-string room, and here’s 
why: When someone graduates dealer school he’s green and shouldn’t 
be exposed to higher games until he gains some experience. It’s not 
good for the game, the customers or the dealer. High-limit games need 
a more experienced dealer to handle the pressure and the repercus-
sions if  he makes a mistake.

The players at the higher limits expect a dealer who has demon-
strated he can deal with fewer mistakes, handle eruptions at the table 
and keep his table under control. There is a lot of  money exchanging 
hands on each pot, and they don’t need a dealer fresh out of  school or 
one who lacks experience running that game. 

By having a low side, an inexperienced dealer can hone his skills 
while still making a living. Some might say that’s unfair, not letting 
new dealers make the same money as experienced dealers. But this 
holds true in all sectors of  life. An inexperienced person doesn’t get 
hired as the CEO of  a company. You work your way up the ladder 
through experience and performance.

Some dealers like being on the low side, and they’re good at it. I’ve 
also taken a low-side dealer (who was dealing the proper number of  

hands per half-hour and making a decent living) and brought him over 
to the high side, only to watch him fall apart and make major mistakes 
under the pressure.

Again, some might say an experienced dealer should be able to deal 
all games, and yes, in a pinch. However, I’d rather have that experi-
enced dealer on a higher-limit game, knowing it were being run prop-
erly, by procedure, controlling the game and not having floor calls that 
may have resulted with an inexperienced dealer. Another argument 
for two strings is it gives new dealers something to shoot for.

A note to the high-side dealers: Don’t ever look down at a low-side 
dealer. You should encourage them, because helping them improve 
should be a team effort. I sometimes think managers and high-side 
dealers forget where they came from: dealing low-side games. 

With new laws possibly passing soon, longer hours and bigger buy-
ins are on the horizon, which will translate into high-limit and no-limit 
games. Poker rooms are going to have to have two-string rooms. The 
experienced dealer who uses the proper procedures should be given 
the respect and proper game limits to deal because they’ve earned it.

Poker is here to stay, so like always, my vision is for Florida to have 
the best dealers, yet give new dealers their chance to have a rewarding 
career in gaming.

— Chaz Allen is director of Professional Dealer And Player School, Inc. and 
recently served as poker room manager at Ocala Poker and Jai-Alai. If you’re a 
dealer and would like to respond to his comments or would like submit a column 
please send it to editor@anteupmagazine.com.

VERBAL IS BINDING

Got something to say? Email us at 
letters@anteupmagazine.com and 
be sure to give us your name and 
hometown and we’ll print it.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Correspondence from the Ante Up Nation

Dealers in Florida have recently been 
scrutinized for professionalism, and since I’m 
South Florida’s self-proclaimed best poker 
dealer, I thought I should address this is-
sue. Calling myself  the best poker dealer is 
a bold statement to make, I know, so I’m al-
ways ready to prove it while I’m in the box 
pitching cards and running games by being 
a customer service professional. Excellent 
customer service ensures players are satis-
fied, poker tables are filled,  many names are 
on the board, and plenty of  chips are in my 
tip-box. Here are three easy ways to provide 
excellent customer service:

1. Always smile and be in a good mood.  Leave 
all grief  at home. When I sit in the box I’m 
smiling, then I  usually introduce myself  with 
something  like, “Hello everybody and wel-
come to such-and-such casino. My name is 
Jason, and I’ll be your dealer.” Players often 
tell me their names at this point, so I know a 
lot of  names. My happy smile and positive 
attitude shows I’m glad players have chosen 
to come to my workplace, and I care that they 
enjoy their experience.  

2. Be an efficient and competent dealer. Re-

member that speed comes from running 
a good game, not from pitching cards fast 
enough to cut fingers! Look for ways to im-
prove the way you deal and strive for excel-
lence. There are many ways to increase hands 
dealt per hour without having to rush players 
to act. One way is to avoid conversations with 
players, another is to follow all poker room 
procedures perfectly, and another is to ignore 
distractions such as television, sounds from 
adjacent tables or the time until the next 
push. This will allow you to focus on your 
job.  Be efficient and competent so that you 
can run a good game; the players will show 
their appreciation.

3. Thank all players for every toke, no matter 
what. I try to look players in the eye when I 
express my gratitude, because I truly appreci-
ate they recognize the good work I’m doing.  
Never try to induce a player to tip. It’s ugly, 
unprofessional and offensive. I just move on 
to the next hand regardless of  the number of  
chips players throw in my direction because 
good poker dealers are customer service pro-
fessionals.

Providing excellent customer service by 

being happy, appreciative, efficient and com-
petent assures success as a poker dealer. Al-
ways look for ways to improve customer ser-
vice skills, and strive to be the best dealer you 
can be.  Soon you, too, will be proclaiming 
yourself  as the Best Dealer in Florida!

Jason Elbinger
Miami

I agree 100 percent with Scott Long’s ar-
ticle in the August issue (How about a bad beat 
on bad-beat jackpots?). I’ve been saying the same 
thing for 20 years. It was very well-written.  
It should make perfect sense to any thinking, 
serious player. Thanks for the excellent analy-
sis. I hope managers will understand it.

Jerry D. Pitts
via email

Three keys to being state’s best dealer
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POKER PRODUCTS
From Ante Up Sponsors

Desjgn Playing Cards is proud to be the official card of  
Ante Up Magazine! Scott Long, well-known co-publisher at 
Ante Up, recently offered this assessment of  Desjgns: “From 
the first time we saw Desjgn’s unique cards, we were en-
tranced by the creative designs.” At Desjgn, the passion is 
playing cards and designing them well. From easy-to-see and 
classy indices to the stunning back and face designs, this pas-
sion resonates which each shuffle and deal. 

Find out more on Desjgns at www.classicplayingcards.com 
which has recently gone through a nice re-design, featuring 
an easier catalogue menu and a concise informative PDF for 
casino representatives to download and peruse.

Desjgn

Shuffle Tech International 
Shuffle Tech’s new ST-1000 is a must-have for any seri-

ous poker game. No longer restricted to casinos, automatic 
shufflers speed games, ensure fairness and eliminate the te-
dium of  continual hand-shuffling. The cost is just $499.95, 
plus $99.95 for an optional flush mount kit, including a 30-
day money-back guarantee and a 1-year warranty. Click to 
www.shuffletech.com or any leading poker equipment sup-
plier for more information.
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HEAR THE INTERVIEW

@
 AN T E U P M A G A ZI N E.CO M

How did you arrive at the Palm Beach Princess Casino?
I found my way to the Palm Beach Princess because of  my friend-

ship with (poker room managers) Lou Patierno and Joe Rolle. When 
they opened up this card room a few months ago, one of  the first 
things Lou told me was “We gotta get you down here.” 

What’s the story behind you and Lou Patierno? 
Lou approached me a few years ago to do an online teaching site. 

… I take a little bit of  credit for whatever improvements there have 
been in Lou’s poker game. He was a losing player and I got him all the 
way up to break-even. (laughs) But that’s how our friendship started. 
He loved Vegas so much he ended up with a permanent room at my 
house. 

Is this your first time playing poker in Florida?
No, a few years ago I hosted a tournament in Jacksonville 

(He’ll be at the Jacksonville rooms in October. See ad on 
Page 37) … I also testified in a court case for the same casi-
no a few years ago. … They had me as an expert witness.

You have all kinds of poker milestones, including four WSOP 
bracelets and a world title. Where does winning the first-ever Binion 
Cup Champions Invitational rank?

Probably next to the main event, as far as the tournaments at the 
World Series, it’s probably the second most important. The reason I 
say that is I’m a candidate for the (Poker) Hall of  Fame this year, and 
winning this tournament put me right back on the poker map. Since 
I’ve been around a long time I certainly have established my creden-
tials for longevity, which is one of  the criteria. (I wanted to) show them 
I can still compete at the very highest level, and it gives me a realistic 
shot at making (the Hall).  

What did you do with the 1970 Corvette you won as a result?
My plan was very simple. I could sell it and finance the rest of  my 

tournament or I could keep it, deal with the tax issues, and probably 
get a lot of  speeding tickets and crash and kill myself. So I opted for 
the first option. (laughs) I never actually drove it.

You said ahead of time that you wanted to win that event more than anyone 

else. Why was it so important for you to come out on top?
It was mainly because I did want to re-establish myself  that I could 

play against the world’s best players. There’s 25 living World Series 
Main Event champions and 20 of  us showed up. Where are you gon-
na find a tougher lineup than that? If  I could conquer that lineup I 
think that kinda re-established my credentials as a top player. The old 
joke is, those who can’t play teach, and those who can’t teach write 
books. (laughs) I like to think I can do all of  the above.  

In terms of poker history, how significant was it to be the first WSOP Main 
Event champ to win entry via satellite?

I liked it. (laughs) My main concern back then was just getting into 
the tournament, and I didn’t care how I did it. That was my dream, 

to compete for the world championship. When I first moved to 
Las Vegas in 1979 I told some of  my colleagues, I said, “You 

wait and see. Within five years I’d be playing in the World 
Series Main Event.” They all laughed at me, and thought 
it was a big joke. I didn’t say I’d win it, but I made it a year 
early. Because that was the first year I got in it, the year I 

won it (1983).  
With about a dozen poker books to your credit and a regular column in 

CardPlayer, do you find writing keeps you sharp?
Well, yeah, because you want to make sure that any information 

you put out is accurate. … When I teach or write it makes me better 
because I want to make sure that I communicate effectively and ac-
curately. So yes it does. 

Do you ever tire of writing?
People might be surprised to hear this but I actually hate writing. I 

like the results, but to actually sit down and get motivated, once I start 
and get the first sentence out there I’m OK with it. But it’s just very 
hard for me to motivate myself. … Right now I’m probably not going 
to write any more poker books, but I’ll continue with my column.  

You used to be an accountant, right?
Wow, you really did your homework! I turned in my pencil in 1978. 

Next time you take a deep breath at your local 
poker room and realize you aren’t breathing in 

someone’s second-hand smoke, you should 
thank Tom McEvoy. He’s not only 
a world champion poker player, 
the inaugural Binion Cup winner 
and a celebrated poker author, 

he also was the leading 
advocate for smoke-free poker. 
Chris Cosenza recently caught up with Tom, 

who was in Florida in July to promote the 
Palm Beach Princess Casino and its WPT satellites.
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HEAR THE INTERVIEW

laS VegaS 3 MileS oFFSHore
For one low price, Palm Beach Princess Casino gives you a beautiful 5 1/2 hour cruise, a
friendly sail-away party, an exciting Las Vegas-style show and two Casinos with Blackjack,
Craps, Roulette, Sports Wagering, High Stakes Poker and more than 300 of your favorite
slots.  And would you mind if we threw in a lavish all-you-can-eat buffet? Friday evenings
we present our popular New England Clambake.

Palm Beach Princess Casino also offers a NEW State-of-the-art Sports Book.  Featuring 
race, Keno, high quality digital TV screens and co-mingle wagering with prominent tracks.
The Palm Beach Princess Casino Poker Room heats up by hosting the Ante Up Poker 
Tournament on the first Sunday day cruise of every month.  With a $3,000 estimated prize
pool, the final three players will also receive a pre-paid entry into the monthly $10,000 
WPT Satellite Tournament.

Make your reservation online and receive $5 in casino play!

SHIP’S REGISTRY: PANAMA. 18 to Sail, 21 to Drink. Valid photo ID required. If you or someone you know has a gambling problem, please call 1-888-ADMIT-IT.

Full CaSino
aCtion

Sailing twice daily from the 
Port of Palm Beach

800�841�7447
www.palmbeachprincess.com

561�818�5771
Poker Hotline

The World Poker 
Tour is the most
prestigious series of
poker tournaments 
in the world, and you can be a
part of the excitement aboard
Palm Beach Princess Casino, the
only official poker room satellite
venue for WPT in Florida!
$10,000 WPT Tournament Seats
We will hold “One Day” satellite tournaments
on the following 10:30am day cruises:

• Sunday, Sept. 20, 2009
• Sunday, Oct. 18, 2009
• Sunday, Nov. 15, 2009

Call the poker hotline at 561.818.5771 
or email joe@pokerroompb.com.

FREE CRUISE
Includes Boarding and Lavish Buffet

with the purchase of one regular fare. 
Special events and holidays excluded. Valid for New Members only.
Join the club. Not valid for group bookings. Reservations required.

MENTION PROMO CODE ANTEUP
Cannot be combined with any other offer. Expires 9/30/09

FPAd-AnteUp-AugSeptIssue_Layout 1  8/6/09  1:42 PM  Page 1



Ante Up, Florida’s Poker Magazine, is found in more than 200 locations statewide

Altamonte Springs
Atlantic Beach 
Auburndale 
Bartow
Belleview 
Boca Raton
Bonita Springs 
Boynton Beach
Bradenton
Brandon
Bunnell
Callahan
Cape Canaveral
Cape Coral
Casselberry
Clearwater
Clermont
Cocoa
Cocoa Beach
Coconut Creek

Cooper City
Coral Springs
Dania
Dania Beach
Davenport
Davie
Daytona Beach
DeBary
Deerfield Beach
Delray
Delray Beach

Deltona
Destin
Dunedin
Ebro
Englewood
Fellsmere
Flagler Beach
Fleming Island
Fort Lauderdale
Fort Myers
Fort Pierce

Fort Walton Beach
Gainesville
Grant
Green Cove Springs
Haines City
Hallandale
Hallandale Beach
Hialeah
Hobe Sound 
Hollywood
Hudson

Immokalee
Indialantic
Indian Rocks Beach
Jacksonville
Jacksonville Beach
Jasper
Juno Beach 
Jupiter 
Key West
Kissimmee
Lake Buena Vista
Lake City
Lakeland
Lake Mary
Lake Park 
Lake Wales
Lake Worth
Lantana 
Largo
Lehigh Acres

Lighthouse Point
Lithia
Longwood
Mary Esther
Macclenny
Margate
Melbourne
Melbourne Beach
Merritt Island
Miami
Miami Beach
Miami Lakes
Miramar Beach
Naples
Navarre
North Fort Myers
North Miami Beach
North Port
Oakland Park
Ocala

Ocoee
Okeechobee
Oldsmar
Orange City
Orange Park
Orlando
Ormond Beach
Osprey
Oviedo
Palmetto
Palm Bay
P. Beach Gardens 
Palm Coast
Palm Harbor
Pembroke Pines
Plantation
Pompano Beach
Ponte Vedra
Port Charlotte
Port Orange

Port St. Lucie 
Punta Gorda
Reddick
Rockledge
Royal Palm Beach
Riviera Beach
Sanford
Sarasota
Satellite Beach
Sebastian
Sebring
Seffner
Seminole
Shalimar
Siesta Key
Spring Hill
St. Augustine
St. Cloud
St. Petersburg
Stuart 

Sunrise
Suntree
Tamarac
Tampa 
Tarpon Springs
Thonotosassa
Titusville
Venice
Vero Beach
Wellington 
West Melbourne
West Palm Beach
Wilton Manors 
Windermere
Winter Garden
Winter Haven
Winter Park
Winter Springs
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Ace in the Hole 
All In Free Poker 
All In! Poker Series 
Bar Poker Pros
BigSlickHoldemPoker 
Club Poker League
Elite Poker Challenge 
Fantasy Poker 

First Coast Poker 
Free Poker 4 Real 
Funky Island Poker
Jax Poker Association
Miami Poker Society
No Limit Pub Poker 
Players Choice Poker
Pleasure Island Poker 

Showdown Poker Tour 
Southeast Hold’em
S. Florida Poker League 
Sports Bar Poker Tour
Texas Hold’em Tours
Treasure Chest Poker
World Poker Store 
WPT/APL

Dania Jai-Alai & Poker
Daytona Beach Kennel Club
Derby Lane 
Ebro Greyhound Park
Flagler Dog Track 
Ft. Pierce Jai-Alai & Poker
Gulfstream Park

Hamilton Jai-Alai & Poker 
Hard Rock Hollywood
Hard Rock Tampa
Isle Casino 
Mardi Gras Gaming
Melbourne Greyhound Park
Miami Jai-Alai & Poker

Miccosukee Resort & Casino
Naples-Ft. Myers Greyhound
Ocala Poker & Jai-Alai 
Orange Park Kennel Club 
Palm Beach Kennel Club 
Palm Beach Princess Casino 
Sarasota Kennel Club 

Seminole-Brighton 
Seminole-Coconut Creek 
Seminole-Hollywood
Seminole-Immokalee
St. Johns Greyhound Park
Tampa Bay Downs
Tampa Greyhound Track

Florida’s free leagues

Cities and towns where Ante Up is distributed in the Sunshine State

Poker Rooms and Casinos

I got fired from my last job on May 11, 1978. I always remember 
that because that’s like a milestone. The day I got fired my boss said, 
“Tom, I couldn’t have had a better accountant than you, but …” I 
was not what you would call politically correct. I’m a night person, 
and trying to fit me into a 9-to-5 role … and back then we’d also have 
home games on the weekends. Sometimes they’d start on a Friday 
night and wouldn’t end until Sunday night. So I wouldn’t be too fresh 
come Monday morning.

So how did you get started professionally in poker?
I’d been subsidizing my income for several years off  the poker. I 

also was very active in table tennis back then, and they had the Na-
tional Table Tennis Championships at Caesars Palace in Las Vegas. 
That started in 1976 and I didn’t go that year, but the very next year 
they had it right before Christmas, so decided I wanted to go out there 
and play. So I did. … I was there six days and I would spend most of  
my time losing most of  matches because I was up all night playing 
poker. (laughs) … I won about $1,000 in a week playing seven-card 
stud. At the time my salary was $18K a year and the president of  the 
company was making $50K a year, so as I like to say, “You do the 
math.” So that really interested me.

In the ’90s you were a leading advocate to make poker rooms smoke-free. How 
satisfying is it to walk into just about any poker room now and breath clean air?

Let me put it this way. A guy came up to me at this last World Se-
ries, a guy I didn’t even know, and he says, “Tom, I want to shake your 
hand and thank you for your greatest poker accomplishment, do you 
know what that is?” And I said “Yes I do. We’re playing in a smoke-
free environment at the World Series, which I helped get on.” Now 
I’m not saying I didn’t have any help and plenty of  support, but at 
the time I was very briefly involved with the World Series … I took a 
job there as card room manager just so I could have an impact on the 
World Series. I talked (Binion’s) into allowing the World Series to go 
non-smoking for the first time (in 2002). It wasn’t easy, but I did it.   

Tom McEvoy, left, 
examines the flop 
during a $2-$5 
cash game aboard 
the Palm Beach 
Princess Casino.O
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Happy Birthday To Us!

is turning a year old 
this month and 

you are invited to 
celebrate with us.

WHEN: Sept. 19, 1 p.m.
WHERE: Sarasota Kennel Club

ON TAP: There will be cake,  
refreshments, plus One-Eyed Jacks 

will host a $55, 8K-chip tournament 
in honor of this occasion. The first 50 

players to sign up for the tournament 
will receive a prize, plus $60 bounties 

will be placed on the heads of 
publishers Chris Cosenza and 

Scott Long.  
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