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NEWS AND  RESULTS

 FROM YOUR CARD ROOMS

MIAMI JAI-ALAI HIRES NEW 

POKER ROOM MANAGER

COLUMNS FROM PRO LEE CHILDS

AND EX-FBI AGENT JOE NAVARRO

DUAL LICENSES:  WHY SOME ROOMS

CAN STAY OPEN BEYOND 12 HOURS

PLUSPLUS

TM

ROAD TRIP
PALM BEACH

DAVID 
RHEEM
Florida’s Final Hope

EMERALD COAST
CHAMPIONSHIPS

PROS VS. JOES
H.O.R.S.E. EVENT

HE LEARNED POKER IN THE SUNSHINE STATE; 
NOW DAVID “CHINO” RHEEM HAS HIS EYES 
SET ON THE WSOP’S $9 MILLION PRIZE.
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Come battle me in the Bahamas!

Enter the daily BATTLE BORIS freerolls 
at PokerStars.com and you could win 
your way to play me heads-up, in the 
Bahamas. If you beat me, you’ll also win 
a free seat in the PokerStars Caribbean 
Adventure, worth $10,000. Let’s have 
some fun in the sun.

Find out more at PokerStars.com –  
the world’s largest poker site.
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Ante Up is not 
a partisan publi-
cation, but it is a 
patriotic one. And 
come Nov. 4, voters 
across the country 
will go to the polls 
to make important 
decisions. We en-
courage you to be 
among those cast-
ing your vote.

But for whom 
should you vote? 
That is, of  course, 
a personal decision, 
made after weigh-
ing a multitude of  issues. And for poker players, no 
doubt a candidate’s stance, or a party’s stance, on poker 
legislation will come into play in making that choice.
But here comes the tough part. The candidates aren’t 
helping us much.

The Poker Players Alliance is a grassroots organiza-
tion leading the fi ght for sensible poker legislation. Rich 
Muny, who writes the “TheEngineer” blog for the PPA, 
has graded the presidential candidates and the tickets 
on their commitment to gaming legislation.

Democrats Barack Obama and Joe Biden score a B-, 
while Republicans John McCain and Sarah Palin score 
a D-. We applaud Muny for tackling this no-win sub-
ject, but a more hon-
est grade for all might 
be “I” for incomplete. 
It’s just not politcally 
feasible for major 
party candidates to 
address gaming con-
cerns, so we’re really 
left to guess what any 
of  these four truly 
believe. (A side note, 
though. The Libertar-
ian Party ticket of  Bob 
Barr and Wayne Allyn 
Root scores an A+ for 
its public stance in favor of  poker freedom).

So just how confusing is this election for poker play-
ers?

While McCain has avoided taking a direct stance 
on online gambling, his party’s platform condemned it. 
Then, at the urging of  the PPA, the stance was removed 
from the document. And then, it was returned to the 
fi nal one. Ugh, ugh, ugh.

The legend Doyle Brunson, a lifelong Republican, 
previously told Ante Up that “Republicans cut their own 
throats” when they led the successful charge to pass the 
Unlawful Internet Gambling Enforcement Act and he’s 
voting Democrat. Who was one of  the key Republicans 
championing the UIGEA? Rep. Jim Leach, who later 
lost re-election. Who has Leach endorsed? That’s right. 

Obama. Ugh, ugh, 
ugh.

But Ante Up en-
courages its read-
ers to think locally, 
not just globally, this 
Nov. 4. It wasn’t too 
long ago that we 
were playing poker 
for quarters in Flori-
da. But slowly, poker 
laws have changed in 
the Sunshine State. 
We’re not Las Vegas, 
but at least the game 
we fi nd in our lo-
cal poker rooms is a 

playable one these days. It can get better. And it should 
get better. That starts with the men and women we send 
to Tallahassee.

Take the time you have left before the election to re-
view your legislative candidates’ views on poker. And 
after the election, take the time to remind them of  your 
views on poker.

We’ll see you at the polls.
Let’s move on to some less serious topics. The Novem-

ber Nine is only days away from determining our World 
Series of  Poker Main Event champion. Our cover story 
is on David “Chino” Rheem, who lived in the Miami 
area for years and cut his poker teeth in Florida poker 

rooms with his friends, 
the Mizrachi Broth-
ers (perhaps you’ve 
heard of  them). He’s 
the most experienced 
player remaining at 
the fi nal table, though 
he is short-stacked. We 
talked to him about 
his Florida ties, the 
Sunshine State poker 
scene, his relationship 
with PokerStars and 
the controversy sur-
rounding him and that 

outstanding warrant with Hollywood police. 
Also this month we introduce a new columnist to 

Ante Up. Dr. Frank Toscano will pen A Healthy Bet, which 
takes a look at how poker can affect your health and 
ways to combat problems such as “deep venous throm-
bosis.” Don’t know what that is? Better read his column 
on page 38. Also, be on the lookout for our thorough 
tournament coverage this month, including the Emer-
ald Coast Championship at Ebro Greyhound Park and 
the Pros vs. Joes H.O.R.S.E. tournament from One-
Eyed Jacks in Sarasota. Plus, our Road Trip took us to 
West Palm Beach.

We’ll see you at the tables. 
 — Christopher Cosenza and Scott Long
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Rheem’s dream

Learning to play poker in Florida prepared 
David “Chino” Rheem for a life on the felt. But 
nothing could have prepared him for this: a 
possible $9 million payday at the World Series 
of Poker Main Event fi nal table. 26 

• Let’s not forget the Floridian who 
made the biggest splash at the 
WSOP: Jacobo Fernandez. 29

• Florida’s Dewey Tomko, who 
will be inducted into the 
Poker Hall of Fame on Nov. 10, 
refl ects on his career. 32

• Gulfport’s Jena Phillips is 
honored as WSOP Dealer of 
the Year. 28
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NOVEMBER NINE CHIP COUNTS

Dennis Phillips ................26,295,000

Ivan Demidov..................24,400,000 

Scott Montgomery ........19,690,000 

Peter Eastgate .................18,375,000 

Ylon Schwartz .................12,525,000

Darus Suharto .................12,520,000

David “Chino” Rheem ...10,230,000

Craig Marquis ..................10,210,000

Kelly Kim ............................. 2,620,000

Palm Beach Poker

If you make your way to 
the Palm Beach area you 
will fi nd two very diff erent 
rooms. The Palm Beach 
Kennel Club is the largest 
facility in Florida, while the 
Palm Beach Princess is the 
state’s only offi  cial WPT 
satellite host. 18-20

Pros vs. Joes in Sarasota

One-Eyed Jacks mixes it up with its tournament series by 
hosting a H.O.R.S.E. event as Florida pros Dewey Tomko 
and John Racener were on hand. 11

Emerald Coast Poker Championship

Dennis Hune and his staff  put on a week-long series of 
no-limit hold’em tournaments at Ebro Greyhound Park,
culminating with an $850 buy-in main event. 12

Behind the scenes of the WSOP on ESPN

ESPN poker’s straightman Lon McEachern takes time out 
to tell us what goes into producing ESPN’s coverage of the 
World Series, including the upcoming November Nine. 42

A triumphant triumvirate

Three talented players, one no-frills approach: That’s the 
formula behind Winning Poker Tournaments, One Hand at a 
Time Vol. 1 ... And a sequel is planned soon. 44

Ever wish the worst hand wins?

The game is called razz, and if you’ve never 
played it you’re in for a painful treat. 34

Life on the “Lamb”

Poker author and player Michael Craig discusses 
his “payment processing” plan. 45
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Weston woman records poker song

Jacquelyne Leslie-Zand, an avid poker player 
and musician from Weston, has released a new tune 
called The Journey, which has country fl avor and is 
very contemporary. She’s been a singer/songwriter 

for the past 22 years, but 
fell in love with poker 
about four years ago.

Listen for the names 
of  some of  your favor-
ite poker players in the 
song, including Daniel 
Negreanu and Ante Up 
friend Kenna James, 
to whom she credits 
for her return to re-
cording music. James 

and Zand recorded a song together called Dream 
This Dream. 

To hear The Journey log on to anteupmagazine.
com and click on the Sept. 19 show of  the Ante Up 
Poker Podcast. She said her long-term goal is for 
The Journey to be picked up for a movie or some kind 
of  commercial poker production.

After two days and three sessions of  
play, Frankie Crespo of  

Coral Springs came 
out on top of  the 14th 
All In Free Poker fi -
nal at the Isle Casino 
at Pompano Park.

Crespo had all kinds 
of  choices for his fi rst-

place prize: $4,500 WPT Battle for the 
Season Pass, $2,000 WSOP seat with 
$500 travel or $2,000. He instead chose 
a $999 cruise pack for two, $1,000 and 
a fi ve-pack of  car washes.

Mitch Davie came in second and 
won the $799 cruise pack for one, as 
did former champion Mark Miller, who 
came in third. Ralph Romb, another 
former champion, fi nished fourth and 
Luis Torres, the points leader for the 
season, came in fi fth.

Janice Dippel, the top woman, came 
in sixth and won a seat to the Isle’s $350 
Columbus Day event Oct. 13.

Coral Springs’ Crespo battles past champs to win at Isle

1. Frankie Crespo
2. Mitch Davie
3. Mark Miller
4. Ralph Romb
5. Luis Torres
6. Janice Dippel 
7. Joe Mazza  
8. Ben Vassallo 
9. Steven Weiss
10. Gary Catronio 
11. Jim Bitonti  
12. Joe Hedleston  
13. Ted Mass
14. John Famularo
15. Daniel Saporta 
16. Taylor Brooks  
17. Denise Hoff man 
18. Amy DiGiorgio 
19. Brett Krupnick 
20. Kyle McPhail
21. Roger Bradford 
22. Bill Scott 
23. David Fuenmayor 
24. Mark Fullem  
25. Robert Blum

26. Gary Ramsaran
27. Dan Tinney 
28. Mark Murphy
29. Manny Rodriguez 
30. Sherry D’Agostino 
31. Don Hedleston  
32. Christy Smith
33. Kathy Tamas 
34. Rick Fyfe  
35. Jene’ Kapela  
36. Stacy Paulovich 
37. John Morrow  
38. Marc Hansen
39. Jay Shapp
40. Nate Cannon  
41. Deborah Hinson   
42. Lee Tassoff   
43. Steven Patterson 
44. Julian Alvarado
45. George Sciblo
46. Yvonne Oulton  
47. Lisa Woodburn 
48. Donna Henning
49. Rusty Woodburn
50. Keith O’Brien

All In Free Poker Sept. fi nal

Michael Pons, a 26-year-old Miami na-
tive, had a big advantage over the remain-
ing eight players at the fi nal table of  the 
Dan LeBatard 790 The Ticket Hold’em 
Tournament Sept. 17 at Dania Jai-Alai on 
Dania Beach. After all, he was chipleader 
with more than 200,000 units at close to 
midnight. There were 316 avid hold’em 
players enjoying the party atmosphere of  
this popular tournament, getting to mix 
with the station personalities, and the lure 
of  more than $12,000. 

But at the fi nal table, players started 

talking “chop” (splitting up the prize mon-
ey) and Pons, looking down at his huge 
stack said, “Let’s do it.” Pons could’ve col-
lected more than $4,500 had he played it 
out and won. But, because of  the decision 
to carve it up, he and the second-place 
fi nisher took a little larger share of  the 
winnings, $1,460 each, while the other six 
players collected $1,265.

“I had a great time; I don’t get to play 
in many tournaments, but this was really 
a lot of  fun,” said the champion, who also 
received a crystal trophy.

Miami/Ft. Lauderdale Miami/Ft. Lauderdale 

Poker ScenePoker Scene

Miami’s Pons wins 316-player LeBatard event at Dania

Michael Pons, right, poses with the trophy Michael Pons, right, poses with the trophy 
and Marc Hochman of the LeBatard Show.and Marc Hochman of the LeBatard Show.
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MIAMI JAI-ALAI NAMES NEW POKER MANAGER
It’s good to know a little hard work gets re-

warded in the poker industry. Take Nelson 
Costa, for example. He started out as a part-
time poker dealer at Miccosukee Resort 

and Gaming in Miami, but then moved 
on to dealing at Miami Jai-Alai. 
While there, he dealt at night 
and helped out by running 

charity events and 
World Series of  

Poker satellites. 
Now, at 34, he’s 
the Crystal Card 

Room’s poker manager.
“I had to accept (the po-

sition),” Costa said. “It’s always 
such a pleasure to work there. I have 

big ideas and expectations.”
Costa, born to Peruvian parents in Patterson, 

N.Y., has had a lot of  experience working with the 
public (he once was a general manager for Checkers 
and a district manager for SpinCycle). Now he com-
mands a staff  of  50 and oversees a total of  40 tables 
(20 for poker, 20 for dominoes). He’s most proud of  

the staff  and atmosphere in his room.
“A player can expect a friendly family-like 

environment where it’s always a fun expe-
rience,” he said. “The players can easily 
distinguish the supervisors in case they are 
needed and there are plenty of  perks for 

the players.”
One of  the fi rst “perks” Costa has launched 

as manager is a Turkey Trot tournament. It will be a 
$30K-guaranteed bracelet event on Sunday, Nov. 23 
at 1 p.m. The buy-in is $300+$30 with an optional 
$10 add-on. If  you take the add-on you’ll receive 
7,500 chips and blinds start at 25-50. For more infor-
mation call (305) 633-6400.
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Isle DeepStack event, Oct. 4-5

Entrants: 327 players Prize pool: $261,600
1. Farid Jattin....................................................$38,715
2. Arthur Peacock ...........................................$33,000
3. Scott Lindsey ...............................................$33,000
4. Michael Aron ...............................................$22,000
5. Robert Stead ...............................................$15,870
6. Larry Perkins ................................................$15,000
7. Anthony Touchette ...................................$15,000
8. Christy Pham ...............................................$15,000
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Hard Rock Hollywood’s Main Event winners for Sept.

The Paradise Poker Room at the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel and Casino in 
Hollywood completed another installment of  its successful Main Event tour-
nament series in September.

On Sept. 9, Thomas Farrell took down the $350 buy-in Middleweight Divi-
sion and pocketed $7,010.

The Middleweight contest was followed by the Cruiserweight Division’s 
$575 buy-in tournament, which was won by Matthew Fitzgerald on Sept. 11. 
He took home $9,930 for fi rst.

The Main Event’s $1,100 buy-in Heavyweight Division winner was Mark 
Shoichet. He won $39,650 and the really cool trophy you see pictured here.

Matt Fitzgerald

Thomas Farrell

Mark Shoichet
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TWO GREAT BOOKS, 
ONE GREAT MIND

Pick up Joe Navarroʼs books on Amazon.com, 
and visit his Web site at www.navarropoker.com

Let professional poker player 
Lee Childs help you elevate 

your poker game.
• Group Training Sessions

• Individual Training Sessions
• Individual Coaching

“DECIDE TO WIN”

www.acumenpoker.net

Central Fla.Central Fla.

 Poker Scene Poker Scene

Poker in DeBary inches closer as state approves permit for DeBary Downs

The state has approved a permit for the DeBary Downs developers to build its parimutuel opera-
tion. The plan is to build a quarterhorse track, which would house a poker room as well, at Dirksen 
Drive and U.S. Highway 17-92. The developers can’t apply for a poker-room permit until the track is 

built, so poker would still be a ways off. The remaining 
hurdles include alleviating public concerns over traffi c 
and the presence of  a gambling facility.

“It’s not a casino project,” developer Bernie Gold-
stein told the DeLand-Deltona Beacon. In 1991 the elder 

Goldstein launched riverboat-gaming operations 
on the Mississippi River and in 1993 opened the 
fi rst Isle of  Capri casino in Vicksburg, Miss.

The DeBary Downs project would bring 
100 jobs to DeBary, plus $400,000 in 

property taxes and 2.5 percent of  the 
gross revenue, according to the 

Goldsteins’ lawyer, Ty Harris.

Rendering
of proposed 
DeBary Downs

At left, David Bass, fl anked by Southeast Hold’em owners Robert Strine and Robert Brickman, won the semi-annual 
event and will head to the 2009 WSOP. Other winners included, from Orlando, Justin Criswell, Al Sumner, Robert 
Black, Mike McCleary, Mike Tillney, Scott Weichel, Brian Esparza, Sam Mazola, Paul Lewis, Tim Maldonado, and from 
Jacksonville, Andy Thornton, Earnest Maiden, Phil Brock, Scott Monroe and Ashley Montoleone.

Stars’ Mercier rocks Europe

Fort Lauderdale’s Jason Mercier loves 
life on the old continent. He took down 
the EPT’s Million Pound Challenge in 
London on Oct. 9, winning $903K. This 
came on the heels of  his sixth-place fi n-
ish at the EPT’s Barcelona event, good 
for  $321,198. You’ll remember Mercier 
lost his bid as the EPT’s Newcomer of  
the Year, so it looks like he wanted to 
make a statement. “I’m feeling pretty 
good right now,” he said. “It’s been a 
great 2008 for me so far and I look for-
ward to continuing my success. It’s funny 
to think that this all started by winning a 
satellite tournament on PokerStars.” 

Mercier also fi nished eighth at the 
WSOPE’s PLO event for about $47K.
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Francis Ward poses with his winning hand after
taking down the fi rst WPT Foxwoods satellite aboard 
the Palm Beach Princess in September. The ship’s 
remaining satellites are: Oct. 25, Nov. 29, Jan. 10, 
Feb. 7 and March 14. 

HALO, which stands for Helping Animals Live On, is 
holding this nonprofi t event to benefi t the rescuing 
of animals. Big Slick Holdem Poker is providing the 
supplies and hosting will be Sharkey’s Pub & Pool, 971 
Sebastian Blvd (a.k.a. State Road 512) in Sebastian.
Here are some details:

When: Nov. 8 (11 a.m. or 2 p.m.) or Nov. 9 (11 a.m.); the 
fi nal table follows the Nov. 9 seating. 
Phone : 772-589-5400
Cost: $40 per-seat donation
More info and reservations: Call Lisa at 772-480-6773 or 
email her at lprincko@yahoo.com.

HALO animal charity event Nov. 8-9
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Southeast Hold’em Semi-Annual Championship

Southeast Hold’em players enjoy their semi-annual 
tournament in a fi ne setting on a sweet table.

Southeast Hold’em players enjoy their semi-annual 
tournament in a fi ne setting on a sweet table.
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Sporting his Red Sox cap, Patrick Murphy, the Silks 
poker room manager at Tampa Bay Downs, looks at 
his cards during a hold’em portion of the H.O.R.S.E. 
tournament. He made it to Day 2 but didn’t cash.  

PROS VS. JOES H.O.R.S.E. EVENT
AT ONE-EYED JACKS IN SARASOTA

Tampa pro John Racener, right, made it to Day 2 with more 
than 15K chips, but he fell short of the fi nal table.

Florida resident and soon-to-be Poker Hall of Famer Dewey Tomko 
(light shirt) gets ready to bet. He built a nice stack and then had to 
leave the tournament prematurely on Day 1.

Players, including Ante Up columnist John 
Lanier (red shirt), wait for the action to get 
to them during Omaha/8. Lanier recently 
won a Battle of the Bay poker tournament, 
but he didn’t make Day 2 here. 

Who says Florida players can only play 
hold’em? With local pros Dewey Tom-
ko, John Racener and Bill Burdick on 

hand, One-Eyed Jacks in Sarasota took a bold 
step with its Pros vs. Joes tournament by playing 
H.O.R.S.E. in its latest installment of  the success-
ful series.

The fi eld of  105 players started with 6K chips 
(7,500 if  they paid $20 for the dealer add-on) and 
the tournament lasted two days. In the end Geoff  
Brite of  Bradenton outlasted James Peronti to 
take the title.

“It’s nice to know we can run a tournament 
like this,” poker room manager Sam Minutello 
said. “The players were very complimentary of  
our dealers. It makes me feel good to know we 
can do it.”

Racener, who made it to Day 2, was glad a lo-
cal venue put on a tournament like this.

“I like playing H.O.R.S.E.,” he said. “I’ve been 
doing well online so I thought I’d try a live one 
out.” Here are the fi nal results:

1. Geoff  Brite ................................................. $15,330
2. James Peronti .............................................$8,274 
3. Thangavelu Chokkalingam  ..................$5,628
4. Frank “Coach” Kovrick ..............................$3,990
5. Bill Byers .......................................................$3,066
6. Steve Jenkins ..............................................$2,436
7. Jim Weir ........................................................$1,890
8. Rory Malisoff  ...............................................$1,386

POY leaders as of 10/6/08

1. Mickey Mazzatta 1,355
2. Vincent Griff o 1,286
3. Steve Darr 1,053
4. Jim Larsen 889 
5. Henry Symulevich 855
6. Muriel Yantiss 745
7. Andre Papangelou 700
8. Gil Tai 694 
9. Andrea Bauer 680
10. Rich O’Hearn 670

Tampa Bay Tampa Bay 

Poker ScenePoker Scene

After four months of  qualifying and a mara-
thon fi nal, Phil Koenig of  Holiday is headed 

to the 2009 World Series of  Poker. Koenig 
bested 111 players from the Tampa Bay and 

Orlando areas at Stix Billiards in Palm 
Harbor to win the Elite Poker Chal-

lenge’s Tournament of  the Elite held 
Sept. 13. His victory earns him a seat 
in a WSOP event, airfare and hotel 

accommodations for fi ve days in 
Las Vegas.

“I’ve never been to Vegas,” 
Koenig said. “This is an ambition 

I’ve had for many years. I’m more nervous now 
that everything is over than I was all the way 
through the tournament.”

Koenig and second-place fi nisher Garrett 
Richardson of  Palm Harbor had command of  
the fi nal table, each holding the lead through-
out the match. In the end they were heads-up 
for the title with each player doubling-through 
the other at least once. Finally, with the blinds 
at 15K-30K, Richardson barely had enough to 
make the blinds and was forced to call off  his 
last 5K to Koenig’s shove. He was eliminated 
holding KC2D as Koenig’s AS10S held up. 

Holiday’s Koenig wins WSOP seat at Tournament of Elite 

The f inal tableThe f inal table Koenig Koenig 
takes it takes it 
down!down!

Former WPT Player of  the Year Gavin Smith will return to the 
Sarasota Kennel Club on Nov. 26-29 to play in One-Eyed Jacks’ 
Pros vs. Joes tournament series. 

The Gavin Smith Invitational will be four 
no-limit hold’em tournaments, including a 
main event at 1 p.m. on Nov. 28 that will 
have a $790 buy-in and $50K guaranteed 
for fi rst place.

Smaller events and satellites will lead up 
to the main event, plus there will be a $330 
second-chance tournament on Nov. 29.

Smith is no stranger to the series as he played in the fi rst Pros 
vs. Joes event in December 2007.  

“I’d like to say how great it is to have Gavin come out and spend 
time with us,” poker room manager Sam Minutello said. “He is 
defi nitely the ‘People’s Champion’ and really puts on a good show 
for all of  the customers. I have never met a poker player who is 
more personable and down to earth. He makes tournament poker 
a very enjoyable experience. I’m 100 percent positive each one of  
these events will be a sellout and a great success.”

In each of  the four events there will be a knockout bounty on 
Smith, which has yet to be determined. Only 150 seats will be sold 
for the 250-player max main event because the other 100 seats 
will be earned through satellites.

The two tournaments leading up to the main event will be a 
$250 buy-in on Nov. 26 at 6:30 p.m. ($25K prize pool guaranteed) 
and a $150 event ($20K prize pool guaranteed) on Thanksgiving 
at 5 p.m.   

Satellites and registration for the tournaments began Oct. 17. 
For more information please see One-Eyed Jacks’ ad on the back 
cover of  this issue.

Smith to play One-Eyed Jacks event Nov. 26-29
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TOE final results

Where: Stix Billiards, Palm Harbor

Entrants: 112

1. Phil Koenig, Holiday 

2. Garrett Richardson, Palm Harbor

3. Jenks Wheless, Bloomingdale

4. Steven Vickery, Brandon

5. Jon Grant, Orlando

6. Shane Koperda, Brandon

7. Cindy Griffi  n, St. Petersburg

8. Brian Hallman, Tampa

WDAE-AM 620 launches poker club

Tampa Bay radio station WDAE-AM 620, which is owned by 
ClearChannel, has launched a poker club on its Web site. The club 
will be kicked off  with a freeroll tournament at 1 p.m. on Oct. 26 
(Sunday) at Tampa Bay Downs’ Silks Card Room in Tampa. The 
tournament, dubbed Going All-in to Mexico, will have a trip to 
Mexico for fi rst place. Other prizes include $500 and a $330 entry 
into the Silks’ Halloween Tournament on Nov. 1, which aims to pay 
out $30,000 for fi rst if  there’s a full fi eld of  300.

Some content for the WDAE Poker Club’s Web site will be pro-
vided by Ante Up and the Ante Up Magazine Poker Podcast. To view 
the site go to www.620wdae.com and click on the POKER link at 
the top of  the page.

Silks race tightens

Totals for the Silks Player of  
the Year at Tampa Bay Downs  
have grown much closer. Mick-
ey Mazzatta saw his 111-point 
lead over Vin Griffo shink to 
69. Andre Papangelou has 
made the most noise, vaulting 
into seventh after not even be-
ing in the top 10 last month. 
The winner gets $25K at year’s 
end and the rest of  the top 10 
split $25K. 
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Florida’s gambling revenue rose 
7.65 percent from 2006 to 2007, 
fueled by a huge growth in casinos 
and card rooms, says Casino City’s 
North American Gaming Almanac. 
The fi fth edition of  the almanac, 
released on Sept. 23, shows casi-
no/card room revenue during the 
period rose 379 percent. All told, 
the state realized $2,095,890,000 
in gambling revenue in 2007, ac-
cording to the almanac. Race/
sports revenue was off  42.66 per-
cent in the period, but all other 
forms of  gambling, including the 
lottery, posted gains.

In more recent fi gures, Florida 
poker players got their fi rst look 
at how last year’s expanded laws 
have benefi ted the state’s poker 
rooms with the release of  the Au-
gust 2008 parimutuel poker rev-
enues. Year over year, parimutuel 

poker revenue increased $1.2 mil-
lion, or 16.9 percent, to $8.4 mil-
lion in August 2008, according to 
numbers released by Florida’s Di-
vision of  Pari-Mutuel Wagering. 
State law changed in July 2007, 
allowing for, among other things, 
$5 limits, no-limit poker and year-
round hours for rooms. Since 
many rooms used July 2007 to re-
act to the changes, August 2007 is 
a better benchmark to base how 
well the rooms have done.

FLORIDA’S GAMBLING 
REVENUE RISES IN ’07

EMERALD COAST CHAMPIONSHIP
AT EBRO GREYHOUND PARK, SEPT. 14-20

Ladies Only, $110 buy-in

Entrants: 38 Prize pool: $3,800
1. Deb Kidd, Milledgeville, Ga. .......$1,520
2. Phouvong Nee, Pinellas Park .....$1,140
3. Lorie Whitfi eld, Panama City ........ $760
4. Melissa Steff en, Milwaukee ........... $380
5. C.J. Jacobson, Jasper
6. Teri Savage, Panama City
7. Contessa Sims, Santa Rosa Beach
8. Nancy Luigs, Niceville
9. Christina Durta, Panama City

Event 2: $275 buy-in w/$250 rebuy

Entrants: 51 Prize pool: $16,000
1. Neal Smith .......................................$5,280
2. Chasen Zbikowski ........................$3,680
3. William Bullock ..............................$2,240
4. Brandon Dixon ..............................$1,920
5. Randy Curvin ..................................$1,600
6. Mike O’Rourke ...............................$1,280

Event 3: $435 buy-in w/$400 rebuy

Entrants: 17 Prize pool: $7,600
1. John Holley $3,400
2. Neal Smith $2,040
3. Fred Smith $1,360
4. Dave Pleat $200
5. Dale Ownby $200
6. Amy Perry $200
7. William Bullock $200

Event 4: $330 buy-in w/$300 rebuy

Entrants: 32 Prize pool: $11,100
1. Mike O’Rourke ...............................$4,158
2. Danny Murray ................................$2,673
3. Mike Schneider ..............................$1,683
4. Tim Whaley......................................$1,386
5. Terry Mercer ....................................... $400
6. Neal Smith .......................................... $400
7. Trey Trawick ....................................... $100
8. Dave Pleat .......................................... $100
9. Bernie Sawyer ................................... $100
10. Amy Perry ........................................ $100

Main Event: $850 buy-in, 38 entrants, $30,400 prize pool

1. Dave Pleat .................................. $9,300
2. Dan Young .................................. $9,300
3. C.J. Jacobson ............................. $3,500
4. Arthur Evans .............................. $3,300
5. Pam Cobb ................................... $2,200

6. John Shuler ................................$2,000
7. John MIlls ...................................... $200
8. Mike Schneider ............................ $200
9. Dave Rauschkolb ........................ $200
10. William Bullock ......................... $200 
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From Charities to Casino Tournaments
Your #1 source for high quality custom

poker bracelets is:

Madison Jewelers
D Free 3-D CAD design work

C High quality fi nishing
H Multiple bracelet discounts

S Prompt delivery to any USA location
 www.madison-jewelers.com

Toll Free 1-877-865-0609

They win. You give.
“Give the best.”

STATE REPORT

More online

Casino City’s North American 
Gaming Almanac report: 
www.casinocitypress.com.
Florida parimutuel revenues: 
www.myfl orida.com/dbpr/
pmw/



NOTHIN’ BUT ’NET  
 JOHN LANIER • A look at Florida’s online players and beyond
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Stuart Paterson’s accomplishment is all the 
more impressive when you re-

alize PokerStars’ World 
Championship of  Online 
Poker is easily the larg-
est online tournament 
series on the planet. 
Paterson, who hails from 

Boca Raton, cashed 13 
times at this year’s WCOOP 

in  September. Paterson, a.k.a. thedonator on 
Stars, won $33,416 of  the nearly $40 million 
prize money up for grabs.

Also doing well in the series were St. Pe-
tersburg’s Thayer “THAY3R” Rasmussen 
with nine cashes ($88,502) and Orlando’s 

Adam “Roothlus” Levy (nine cashes, $48K).
But it was Gainesville’s Steven Burkholder 

(PiKappaRaider) who had the biggest cash 
by a Floridian, winning Event 29 (NLHE) for 
$211,133. He also recently fi nished fi rst in 
the Full Tilt $750K Guaranteed for $135K. 
These wins catapult him to the top of  the 
Florida online rankings.

The WCOOP also included an eight-game 
mixed event and two new High Roller tour-
naments (the buy-ins were $10K and $25K) 
that attracted some of  the best players in the 
world. After 16 days the series culminated 
with the $10 million guaranteed main event, 
won by “ckingusc” who outlasted 2,184 play-
ers to win the bracelet and $1.265 million. 

BOCA’S PATERSON LEADS WAY IN WCOOP
alize
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WCOOP by the numbers

Events: 33

Buy-ins: 55,758

Unique players: 22,873

Countries represented: 119

Total series prize money: $39,958,000

Floridians with most cashes

Stuart “thedonator” Paterson, 13 

Adam “Roothlus” Levy, 9

Thayer “THAY3R” Rasmussen, 9

PokerStars, which put up $1.5 million toward free entries into 
September’s WCOOP, isn’t resting on its laurels. The site has an-

nounced its 2009 PokerStars Caribbean Ad-
venture. The excursion will be on Paradise 
Island in the Bahamas on Jan. 5-10, and for 
the fi rst time the PCA will offer a $10,000 
buy-in and $25,000 High Roller tournament. 
Satellites for the events are running and the 
PCA prize package is worth $14,300. Win-

ners receive a buy-in to the main event, a hotel room and some 
cash for travel expenses. Win your seat for as little as $7.50 or 500 
Frequent Player Points.

Doyle’s Room

Through mid November look for quali-
fying tournaments for prize packages to 
the WPT Boot Camp’s Battle for the Sea-
son Pass III (Dec. 1-7) in Punta Cana, Do-
minican Republic. Each winning package is 

worth $8,500 and includes boot camp entry, 
seven nights all-inclusive accommodations for two and $2,400 for 
travel and spending money.

Cake

The Freeroll Into Millions satellite series 
continues this month and will run through 
the New Year, giving you the opportunity to 
parlay freeroll wins into thousands of  dollars 
while playing in the biggest guarantees.

Full Tilt

John Juanda, a red pro with Full Tilt Pok-
er, survived the longest fi nal table in World 
Series of  Poker history to claim his fourth 
bracelet and about $1.5 million at the Euro-
pean main event in London. Juanda bested 

the 362-player event that culminated with a fi nal table that took 19 
hours, 10 minutes (484 hands) to complete. Juanda has more than 
$8 million in lifetime tournament winnings.

UltimateBet

The 10-day UltimateBet Online Champion-
ship doesn’t start until January, but you can get 
your foot in the door early through satellites, 
which will run right up until the event’s start. 

There will be more than $3 million guaran-
teed.

Bodog

The Bodog Poker Open II wrapped up recently, lasting eight 
days and covering 14 events that paid 
more than $650,000 in guaranteed mon-
ey. Also, daily satellites offer players the 

chance to win a $12,000 Player’s Choice VIP prize package to play 
in large buy-in events around the world.

John Juanda captured John Juanda captured 
the WSOPE Main Event.the WSOPE Main Event.
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CardRunners.com, a
pioneer in online poker 
instruction, recently merged 
with StoxPoker, another
giant in online poker 
schools. We had the
opportunity on our Ante Up 
Poker Podcast to talk with 
CardRunners COO Lee 
Jones about the merger. 
Here’s an excerpt from that 
interview.

How did this merger happen?

We had looked at StoxPoker because we loved their instructors staff  
… just a top-quality bunch of  instructors. They’ve got great content 
and they’ve got a highly respected brand. We have a highly respected 
brand and great content, and we thought OK, this is a wonderful 
opportunity for us to combine enterprises and get some business ef-
fi ciencies of  back-offi ce operations such as marketing and customer 
support. It’s good for the customer because it enables us to have some 
economies of  scale. One of  the fi rst things we did was drop the Stox 
signup fee. … That way the customer wins; they’re getting discounts 
(going in both directions), we’re just making it a great opportunity for 
(the customers) and a good business decision for us.

What are the diff erences between the two companies and will they merge 

into one brand? 

For now there will continue to be a CardRunners brand and a 
StoxPoker brand. The CardRunners brand will be somewhat more 
focused on mid to high stakes and the StoxPoker brand will be some-
what more focused on lower stakes up to mid stakes. But, that said, 
CardRunners has a number of  very strong lower-stakes instructors. 
Stox has some top guys in higher stakes and they’re going to stick 
loosely to their own brands and continue making videos. So I think 
there will be strength all the way across in both brands.

What are some of the things players are exposed to when they become mem-

bers?

You have access to our video libraries. At CardRunners, that’s a 
library of  more than 900 videos, right now, about poker, and train-
ing you to be a better poker player. Many of  them are about no-limit 
hold’em cash games. But there are also videos about limit hold’em 
pot-limit Omaha, (SNGs), multitable tournaments, the whole gamut 

A CHAT WITH CARDRUNNERS’ LEE JONES

Royal Flushes Pay $2,500 Plus You Qualify To Win A
2009 Toyota Camry or 2009 Honda Accord!

Plus $10,000 Cash! (Drawing Dec. 13, 2008, 6 p.m.)

Call (239) 992-2411 or www.naplesfortmyersdogs.com

WATCH & WAGER LIVE 
RACING OR HORSE 
SIMULCASTING IN THE 
CLUBHOUSE DINING 
ROOM (Lunch or Dinner)

POKER ROOM OPEN
NOON – MIDNIGHT 7 DAYS

• No-Limit Cash Games
• Weekly Texas Hold’em 
Tournaments

of  poker. The other thing you get access to is 
our forums. The forums are an opportunity 
to ask questions and have other CardRun-
ners members answer them. And often the 
CardRunners instructors will come in and 
give their opinions, too. One of  the great 
things about the forums is they’re only avail-
able to CardRunners’ paying members. … 
The guys posting responses to you are gen-
erally extremely serious amateurs, or they’re 
people making a living playing the games 
you’re asking about. So you get really high 
quality discussions about your particular 
poker problem.   

What does this mean to those who are already 

members on each site?

If  you’re a member right now you have an 
opportunity to join (each site) at a signifi cant 

discount. And these are discounts that are larger than are available to 
anybody on the outside. … The other thing is we have traded a bunch of  
videos between the two sites and we’re putting those up gratis. ... to give 
the members at each site a fl avor of  what’s available at the other site. 
— Lee touched on other topics such as Brian Townsend’s multi-accounting incident, 

Lee’s legendary poker book, Winning Low Limit Hold’em, and his former life as the 

PokerStars poker room manager. To hear this interview in its entirety please go to 

anteupmagazine.com and click on our Sept. 19 episode.

YOU CHECKED: You must be worried about a set, because aces up 
was counterfeited on the river. (I can’t see someone holding a six 
calling the turn bet here.) I gave him a chance to get all his chips in 
on the turn, but he checked instead and therefore I don’t see how 
you can credit him with the monster. I table my ADQD for two 
pair, and he mucks muttering two jacks. We win a nice pot, but we 
had him with a hand he didn’t want to fold to almost any bet.

Columbo Turns the Page, continued from Page 35

ONLINE REPORT
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BORGATA BOYS

Here are the Floridian cashers at the Borgata’s events.
Main Event: $10K NLHE, 516 entries, $5M prize pool

4. Jason Strochak, Ft. Lauderdale ........................................................$337,500
12. Thayer Rasmussen, St. Petersburg ................................................. $65,000
41. Kevin Schaff el, Pembroke Pines ...................................................... $17,500
47. Howard Appledorf, Pembroke Pines ............................................ $15,000
54. Tony Petruzzi, Boca Raton ................................................................. $15,000 
Event 16: $350 NLHE, 468 entries, $140,400 prize pool

15. Robert Neumann, Cape Canaveral ...................................................$1,334
35. Steven Dockswell, Lake Worth .............................................................. $590
Event 15: $560 NLHE, 302 entries, $151,000 prize pool

10. Alberto Romero, Tampa ........................................................................$1,963
12. Leif Force, Tallahassee ...........................................................................$1,963
13. Alfred Berchielli, Boynton Beach .......................................................$1,510
22. Jason Ventura, West Palm Beach .......................................................... $906
Bonus: $340 NLHE, 631 entries, $189,300 prize pool

22. Jaroslaw Osinski, Naples.......................................................................... $852
44. Victor Ramos, Miami ................................................................................. $606
Event 14: $1,090 NLHE, 201 entries, $201,000 prize pool

12. Donald Lawrence, Miami .....................................................................$2,613
23. Christine DiFiore, Plantation ...............................................................$1,508
Event 12: $5,200 NLHE, 228 entries, $1,14M prize pool

5. Bruce Yamron, Naples ........................................................................... $68,400
19. Richard Kirsch, Pompano Beach ........................................................$8,550
20. Rolgues Rodriguez, Miami ...................................................................$8,550
24. S. Fish Darryll, Cape Coral ....................................................................$8,550
Event 10: $2,500 NLHE, 307 players, $767,500 prize pool

1. Manelic Minaya, Tampa ......................................................................$222,575
8. William Burdick, Palmetto ................................................................... $23,025
9. Ty Mullins, St. Petersburg ..................................................................... $15,351
14. Scott Kelly, Miami....................................................................................$7,675 
Event 9: $560 LHE, 471 entries, $235,500 prize pool

17. John Womack, Lauderhill .....................................................................$1,625
Event 8: $350 7-Stud, 169 entries, $50,700 prize pool

13. John Womack, Lauderhill ........................................................................ $761 
Event 6: $350 LHE, 291 entries, $87,300 prize pool

16. Jeremy Morton, St. Pete Beach ............................................................. $786
Event 4: $1,600 NLHE, 416 entries, $624,000 prize pool

20. William Burdick, Palmetto ....................................................................$3,432
31. Nancy Birnbaum, Sarasota ..................................................................$2,621 
Event 3: $1,090 NLHE, 529 entries, $529,000 prize pool

10. Steven Rash, St. George Island ...........................................................$6,877
Event 2: $560 NLHE, 706 entries, $353,000 prize pool

2. Steven Frankel, Hollywood ................................................................. $52,950 
26. Biran Cohen, Miami ................................................................................$1,588
48. Tony Armand, Port Orange ..................................................................... $988
54. Larry Bass, Ft. Lauderdale ....................................................................... $988
59. Sheldon Gross, Hillsboro Beach ............................................................ $918
Event 1: $350 NLHE, 1,192 entries, $357,600 prize pool

7. Norman Contreras, Clearwater .......................................................... $13,410

Tampa’s 
Manelic 
Minaya poses 
with all the 
chips and his 
trophy watch 
after winning 
Event 10 at 
the Borgata.

The sixth annual Borgata Poker Open concluded mid September in 
Atlantic City, but the noise Floridians made there will resonate long after. 
There were quite a few highlights from the Sunshine State, none more 
impressive than Tampa’s Manelic Minaya. He owned Event No. 10 (a 
$2,500 no-limit hold’em undercard tournament) outlasting 306 players 
and pocketing $222,575. At the fi nal table Minaya accumulated a huge 
stack and crushed the competition. 

You may remember reading in September’s issue of  Ante Up about Mi-
naya’s fi ne performance at this year’s World Series of  Poker. He cashed six 
times there, including a 10th-place fi nish in a $2K NLHE event.

Also doing well in Minaya’s Borgata event: William Burdick of  Pal-
metto (eighth, $23,025) and Ty Mullins of  St. Petersburg (ninth, $15,351) 
made the fi nal table while Scott Kelly of  Miami fi nished 14th ($7,675).

Other noteworthy performances: Jason Strochak of  Ft. Lauderdale 
made the fi nal table of  the 
516-player main event and 
fi nished fourth for a whop-
ping $337,500. Behind him, 
popular pro Thayer Ras-
mussen of  St. Petersburg 
wound up 12th after being 
the chipleader in the latter 
stages of  the tournament. 
He took home $65,000.

Three more Florid-
ians made their mark in 
the main event, two from 
Pembroke Pines (Kevin 
Schaffel, 41st, $17,500 and 
Howard Appledorf, 47th, 

$15K). The fi nal casher was Tony Petruzzi of  Boca Raton, the fi rst quali-
fi er from the Palm Beach Princess’ WPT satellites to cash in the main 
event. He took home $15K for his 54th-place fi nish.
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Led by Tampa’s Manelic Minaya, it was
a stellar showing for Floridians at the
Borgata Poker Open in Atlantic City. 

Csaba Algacs, who won his seat in a Palm Beach Princess satellite, 

prepares for the start of the action at the WPT’s Borgata Open.
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901 S. Federal Highway, Hallandale Beach, FL 33009  l  I-95, Exit Hallandale Beach Blvd., East to US 1 
gulfstreampark.com  l  954.454.7000  l      Proud to be smoke free  l  Open 365 Days

Must be a Good Luck Club Member. Must be 21 years or older. Gulfstream Park reserves the right to change, alter or cancel part of or in its 
entirety any promotion at its sole discretion. Concerned about a gambling problem?  Call 1-888-ADMIT IT. 

Think You’re South Florida’s Best Poker Player? 
Prove it and drive home in a 2009 Mercedes C-Class 
Now – December 7th

 Earn points by playing in qualifying rounds nightly at 6:30pm

 The top 50 point earners play in the championship on December 7th

Gulfstream Park Poker Challenge
                      Presented by 
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SPalm Beach 

Kennel Club

Palm Beach Princess

Palm Beach Kennel Club

Palm Beach Palm Beach 
PokerPoker

Two poker rooms, two very different settings.

It’s easy to imagine a poker room as large as the one at the Palm Beach Kennel 
Club losing touch with its players, and yet that’s the last thing that’s happened there 
… thanks to Noah Carbone. As director of  poker operations for the largest room in 
the state, Carbone realizes good business means keeping his players happy, and he 
does this by listening. 

“We’re in touch with the player,” he said. “We pay extra attention to what they’d 
like to see inside the room.” 

One of  the amenities players enjoy is tableside dining, a growing trend in Florida 
poker rooms. Players love knowing they won’t miss a hand, or a meal, while playing. 
But that doesn’t mean PBKC only caters to regu-
lars. It also offers a free instructional session 
for beginners, and its “zero tolerance” rules 
on abuse at the table ensure newcomers will 
feel at home playing there for the fi rst time. 

With Florida’s increase in betting limits in 
July 2007 came great demand for multitable 
tournaments. Carbone and PBKC (owned 
by the famed Rooney family that owns the 
Pittsburgh Steelers and Yonkers Raceway in 
New York) obliged with a 20-table tourna-
ment area on the second fl oor at the oppo-
site side of  the main building. That addition 
brought to 60 the number of  poker tables on 
site, which begs the question: Why so many 
tables? 

“The reason we did that was because we 
wanted to host the largest tournaments in the 
state and we’ve done that,” Carbone said. “We’re 
the only room in the state that can host 600 players at once on any given day. We do 
hit that quite a few times during the course of  the year. When the jackpot reached 
$250,000 we fi lled every table every day until it was hit.”

Plus the players love having so many options. 
“We’re able to facilitate the large tournaments at any given time,” he said. “We 

don’t have to break the fi elds; we don’t have to have two Day 1s, and that’s what we 
think is one of  our strong points. We don’t have to shut out the cash-game players 
or the tournament players in order to make everybody happy.” 

You might think having a tournament area so far removed from the main cash-
game room’s 40 tables would hurt business. But tournament players generally have 
to exit the building by walking past the main poker room, so early busters can be 
lured back inside for more action. 

The main room, which has a glass wall along one side and dark wood décor 
inside, sports all of  the usual amenities (regular poker games, SNGs, bad-beat jack-
pots, simulcast wagering, beverage service, plenty of  TVs for sports and betting) but 
it’s the staff  that helps make PBKC’s poker experience stand out. 

“The quality of  our dealers has gone way up in the past two years,” Carbone said, 

Where: West Palm Beach 
Phone: 561-683-2222 
Web site: pbkennelclub.com 

Palm 
Beach
Princess

Please turn to page 20

Everything you need to know about what kind of  poker room 
manager Bob Bush is can be learned from his World Poker Tour 
satellites. The Palm Beach Princess has hosted 16 of  these satellites, 
each producing one seat to a WPT main event. When that tourna-
ment approaches, Bush escorts the winners to the venues (recently 
he took them to the Borgata in Atlantic City, see page 16).

“I always go with the players to the main events,” said Bush, 
who will have been with the Princess six years come January. “I 
make sure they’re booked into the rooms, and I’m there to pay 
for their tournament seats. I don’t want them playing roulette and 
putting the whole buy-in amount on red. I go with them to sort out 
any problems they may have, and anything else they may need. 
They’re there to play poker.”

Bush, who hails from London, got started in poker as a dealer, 
and he’s the product of  hard work and in-house promotion, climb-
ing the ladder until reaching manager about a year ago. And in 
that short period as the room’s manager Bush has gone over and 
above what is expected of  him.

“I have phone numbers from all the 850-plus players that have 
attended our satellites,” he said, “and I always call 200-300 of  
them before every tournament to see if  they wish me to keep a seat 
for them. I know they like that.”

Bush said his personal touch is what sets him, and his room, 

apart.
“(With me) you’ll get a nice, friendly limey who likes a laugh 

and jokes with his players to make them feel very welcome. You’ll 
get good, friendly dealers who’ll have a conversation and some fun 
at the table with the players. The players are mainly here to play 
poker, but they want to have a good time, too. They’ll remember 
that and come back.”

Meet Bob Bush, poker room manager, Palm Beach Princess

Bush, at right, takes his satellite winners to Jersey.Bush, at right, takes his satellite winners to Jersey.

If  you like your poker with a view, then the 
Palm Beach Princess is for you.

Located at the Port of  Palm Beach, the 
Princess is a casino ship that runs twice daily 
(10:30 a.m. and 6:30 p.m., both with free 
parking) and offers all of  the usual ameni-
ties of  a day cruise (craps, roulette, blackjack, 

sports betting and a 
high-limit area). 
But if  you’re a 
Florida poker 
player looking 
to win a seat to 
a World Poker 
Tour event, then 
look no further. 
The Palm Beach 
Princess’ poker 
room is Florida’s 
offi cial satellite 
location for the 
WPT.
“The WPT satel-

lites have become very popular,” poker room 
manager Bob Bush said. “We’ve had 16 satel-
lites (fi ve for Foxwoods, six for Reno and fi ve 
for the Borgata) and we’ve had more than 
850 players over the 16 tournaments, which 
for a poker room of  this size is very good. I’ve 
had players travel from the Bahamas, Aruba, 
Georgia and the west coast of  Florida to at-
tend these tournaments. Even players from 
out of  state arrange their vacations around 
our tournaments.”

And how did the Princess become the only 

WPT satellite venue?
“The idea of  running these satellites came 

from Steve Flood, our VP of  casino opera-
tions,” Bush said. “He contacted the WPT; 
they did a background check on us, gave us 
the go-ahead and we became the only offi cial 
WPT satellite venue in the state. That’s why 
we get players from all over; this is the only 
card room where you can win these seats.”

There are seven TVs and eight tables in 
this non-smoking poker room, spreading the 
usual no-limit hold’em, limit hold’em and 
stud. Most games are $3-$6 with $100 and 
$200 buy-ins, but Bush will accommodate 

just about anything.
“A few months ago I introduced a $300-

$500 buy-in game on Monday and Wednes-
day evenings, which has gone quite well. But 
I’ll offer other games and buy-ins if  the de-
mand is there.”

Bush said there are bad-beat jackpots for 
hold’em and stud, and if  you play in the 
$300-$500 games he offers a high-hand pro-
motion as well. There are always free drinks 
while you’re playing. If  you go bust there’s a 
show in the lounge and the buffet, which is 
included in your boarding fee ($25-$35), is 
superb.

Where: Riviera Beach
Phone: 561-818-5771
Web site: www.palm
beachprincess.com

Wh Ri i B h

WPT lli ? j b hi

The Palm Beach Princess The Palm Beach Princess 

poker room fi lls up nicely poker room fi lls up nicely 

when hosting WPT satellites.when hosting WPT satellites.

Photos courtesy of Palm Beach Princess
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“especially in the past year with the limits going up. … We feel like 
we have some of  the best dealers in the state. They’re competent, 
effi cient, friendly; they know all of  the rules, but most important is 
they’re friendly and they make everybody feel comfortable.” 

And what about the staff  he relies on the most? 
“The managers that work with me, Tim Wright and Jonathan 

Miller, they came aboard about the same time I became director 
and they’ve been a tremendous help. Tim’s been in the business 20-
plus years; Jonathan has a background in hospitality, so combined 
they make a great team.” 

And as a team they came up with PBKC’s signature tournament 
series: the Palm Beach Poker Classic, which wrapped up its third 
annual installment at the end of  August. The series, which is week-
long and features different disciplines and buy-ins each day, has 
been very successful because it’s basically something for the locals 
to embrace. 

“Two years ago it was something we came up with that was 
original for the Palm Beach Kennel Club,” Carbone said. “It’s an 
event the players look forward to attending. … Each year we give 
away bracelets for all of  the events. … It builds excitement as the 
time approaches, and as people hear about the Classic coming we 
start drawing from the other card rooms in the state, whether north 
or down to the south. With the three guarantees ($10K, $20K, and 
$50K) it’s something nice for this time of  year when players can 
know on a Monday, a Friday and a Saturday they can come and get 
guaranteed money. So obviously that draws more players.” 

Oh, and if  tableside dining isn’t your thing, visit the elegant Pad-
dock restaurant that features amphitheater seating with a perfect 
view of  the track so diners can enjoy the live greyhound racing. 

The poker room is open noon till midnight Sunday through 
Thursday and 1 p.m. to 1 a.m. Friday and Saturday. 

The players, staff  and owners of  the Palm Beach Ken-
nel Club’s poker room should thank Florida legislators for 
increasing betting limits … not because they can bet, win 
or earn more money, but because the increased limits lured 
Noah Carbone back from Atlantic City. 

He started at PBKC as a dealer a decade ago but left for 
the Tropicana when poker looked grim in the Sunshine 
State. 

“The games here almost died; it was almost ‘shut it 
down.’ When it got to that point I fi gured I’d get 
out to try to work in the industry somewhere else. 
So I went to Atlantic City and dealt for a year. 
Then this broke right after that.” 

“This” means higher limits and a more legiti-
mate poker scene in Florida. And it’s a good thing, 
too, because Carbone was scheduled to become a 
fl oor supervisor at the new Borgata poker room in At-
lantic City. Who knows where he’d be today if  that position 
had come to fruition as Florida still dealt quarter stakes. 

But fate led him back to PBKC, and like most poker room 
directors, Carbone had put in his time as a dealer, fl oor su-
pervisor and manager before being named director of  poker 
operations almost three years ago. And a conversation with 
him reveals a sharp wit and ingratiating personality that ex-
plains why he’s so popular with players and staff. 

Carbone, whose wife is a dealer at Melbourne Greyhound 

Park’s Club 52, says the success of  PBKC’s poker room is 
rooted in his very simple premise: player comfort. And that 
comfort comes in a variety of  ways for players at PBKC, from 
having input on tournament structures or what cash games 
are being spread, to feeling at ease at the poker table. 

“We have zero tolerance for dealer abuse, for player 
abuse,” Carbone said. “We tolerate nothing. It’s been writ-
ten about us before that we have a pretty quick hook. I don’t 

like to look at it that way, but at the same time we 
don’t like people calling each other donkeys and 

don’t like people criticizing how somebody else 
plays, right on down the line. A new player or a 
player who has been here before, they feel com-
fortable playing; they don’t feel like they’re in a 

big casino atmosphere. They can play and not feel 
intimidated.” 

Carbone said he and his staff  listen to clientele and 
work to achieve a symbiotic relationship with the players. 

“We’re approachable,” he said. “We try to make the play-
ers feel like they are part of  the room. We basically let them 
decide what happens … within limits. We always are asking 
players what they think is best for the room, what games they 
want to play, what limits they want to play, what they feel is a 
fair tournament structure. ... Most of  the time they come up 
with ideas that are good for business. They know what they 
want, and if  we can accommodate them we will.” 

Meet Noah Carbone, director of poker operations at Palm Beach Kennel Club
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DUAL LICENSES

Continued from Page 18

Editor’s note: Every month we’d like a different poker room manager or director 
in Florida to inform our readers about what’s on their minds. In our debut issue Sam 
Minutello of  One-Eyed Jacks in Sarasota discussed his experience bring 20 players 
to the World Series of  Poker Main Event. After a month’s hiatus the Man-
ager’s Column returns with Mardi Gras poker room director Robert Veil-
lette’s piece. If  you’re a poker room manager and would like to submit a 
column discussing how things are progressing in your facility, or perhaps 
there’s another topic you’d like to write about, please feel free to contact 
us at editor@anteupmagazine.com. This is your chance to let Florida 
players know about you and your room. 

On July 1, Mardi Gras Racetrack and Casino’s The Big Easy 
poker room made history by becoming the fi rst parimutuel poker 
room in the state to open for 24 hours.

For this accomplishment, Mardi Gras fi rst had to own dual licenses. 
In the state of  Florida each license  allows you to operate for 12 hours. 
The fi rst 12 hours is under our “Mardi Gras” license, while the second 

12 hours fall under our “Bet Miami Greyhounds” license, which was 
acquired when the Biscayne Dog Track  closed.

This  allowed us to take our case to the state, and after some time 
we were successful in our quest to expand our hours. Until this 

decision by the state, only the tribes’ casinos were allowed to 
operate for 24 hours. Expanding the hours of  operation in 
the parimutuel poker room allows us to be competitive with 
the Indian tribes  of  South Florida.

As the director of  the Big Easy poker room at Mardi Gras 
Gaming, I would like to thank the management for always be-

ing committed to the growth of  poker in South Florida. 
This is not to say we don’t have a ways to go to compete with poker 

rooms outside the state, but I am confi dent we will improve. The staff  
at the Big Easy is committed to improving the quality of  the room and 
the game of  poker. Watch for our big tournament schedule starting in 
November.

Some parimutuel poker rooms in Florida are allowed to stay open beyond 12 hours. We asked 
Robert Veillette, poker room director at Mardi Gras in Hallandale, to explain how this all began.   
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By Scott Long
Ante Up Staff Writer

Curious why most Florida poker rooms have to close after 12 
hours, while a few may remain open later?

State law limits parimutuel poker rooms to 12 hours of  opera-
tion per day, but the limit applies to each permit. David Roberts, 
director of  the state’s Division of  Pari-Mutuel Wagering, says some 
of  the state’s parimutuel facilities have more than one permit, 
mostly for parimutuel tax purposes. The state took a conservative 
view on the law, Roberts said, but some facilities interepreted the 
law differently.

“The statues governing card room operations talk about a cu-
mulative 12 hours a day,” Roberts said. “Mardi Gras challenged 
that, and said they should be able to operate 24 hours as day since 
they have two permits.”

An administrative panel sided with Mardi Gras Gaming’s inter-

pretation, and that room now is open 24 hours a day — 12 hours 
on its Mardi Gras Racetrack permit, and the other 12 hours on its 
Bet Miami Greyhounds permit. Since then, Dania Jai-Alai, which 
also has two permits, has been approved for expanded hours on 
weekends.

“What we requiring them to do is to list their internal controls 
about how they will separate their play for that day,” Roberts said 
of  rules that took effect Oct. 7. “They will tell us how they will do 
this, and we will continue to check on them.”

Roberts said other facilities, like Miami Jai Alai, have dual per-
mits and could apply for the same status if  they choose. Calder 
Race Course, which has two permits, does not have a poker room 
now, but plans to open one late next year when it adds slot ma-
chines, Roberts said. 

And Gulfstream Park, Tampa Bay Downs and Isle Casino have 
inactive quarterhorse permits.

Here’s what the state says about parimutuels with more than one license 
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DON’T SEE YOUR EVENT?* 
Tell your poker room managers to email us at editor@anteupmagazine.com
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* Schedules and events 

are subject to change; 

SNG = single-table 

tournaments; all tour-

naments are no-limit 

hold’em unless noted.

Dania Jai-Alai
Phone: (954) 927-2841
www.dania-jai-alai.com 
Tournaments: Sunday 5 p.m.; Monday 
6:30; Tuesday 3; Wednesday 6:30; Thursday 6:30; 
Friday 3; Saturday 1:30. The 10-Star $10 are M-F 
at 12:30.
High hands: In the fi rst three hours high hand wins 
$200; separate royal fl ush jackpots for each suit.
Promotions: Play Your Way to Cash card: In 
November, the player with most time accumulated at 
cash-game tables wins $1,850. Top 10 get cash.

Daytona Beach Kennel Club
Phone: (386) 252-6484
www.daytonagreyhound.com/pokerroom 
Tournaments: Daily, including Wednesday Ladies 
Only at 1 p.m. ($25); Friday, 50-player max; and 
Saturday, Pot-Limit Omaha/8.
SNGs: $40-$220.
High hands: M-T paid every hour, W-Su every two 
hours; high hands win $50-$100; royal fl ushes in 
tournaments win $1K, cash games $250-$500.
Bad beat: Aces full of kings.

Derby Lane
Phone: (727) 812-3339 ext. 7
www.derbylane.com 
Tournaments: Daily, including Knockout Deep 
Stack ($65, 4K units); Knockout Double Deep Stack 
($110, 8K units); Monday KO Madness, 4 p.m. ($70); 
and Midnight Madness ($60).
High hands: Separate royal fl ush jackpots for each 
suit in hold’em and stud.
Bad beat: Aces full of jacks.

Ebro Greyhound Park
Phone: (850) 535-4048
www.ebrogreyhoundpark.com 
Tournaments: Big Stack Sundays, ($150, 2 p.m.); 
Monday ($40, 7) and Thursday bounty ($75, 7)
High hands: Separate royal fl ush jackpots and two 
high hands per day.
Bad beat: Quad deuces.

Flagler Greyhound Track
Phone: (305) 649-3000
www.fl aglerdogs.com 
Tournaments: Sunday 2 p.m. Winner Take All 
($25); Monday, 7 ($75).
SNGs: $65-$800, including six-player turbos on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays. 
High hands: From opening to 3 p.m. high hand 
wins $100, all other players at the table win $25; 
non-heart royal fl ushes win $500.
Other: VIP card raffl es at 3, 6 and 9 p.m. Sundays.

Ft. Pierce Jai-Alai
Phone: (772) 464-7500
www.jaialai.net/poker.php 
Tournaments: Monday 7 p.m. ($75); Tuesday 12:30 

($55); Wednesday bounty 6:30 ($85).
SNGs: Thursday-Saturday ($65-$110)
High hands: Every two hours Monday and Tuesday.
Bad beat: Aces full of queens (hold’em), quads 
(stud) and quad jacks (Omaha).
Other: Happy Hour drink specials from 4-7 p.m. 
daily; free coffee and doughnuts from 11:30 a.m. to 
1 p.m. Monday-Thursday.

Gulfstream Park
Phone: (954) 457-6336
www.casinoatgulfstream.com 
Tournaments: Daily at 6:30 p.m., including $50+$5 
bounties M-W-F and Saturday Special, $100, 10K.
SNGs: $100-$500. 
Promotions: Earn points by playing in qualifying 
rounds nightly at 6:30. Top 50 point earners will play 
for a 2009 Mercedes C-Class on Dec. 7.
 

Hamilton Jai-Alai and Poker
Phone: (800) 941-4841
www.hamiltondownsjaialai.com 
Tournaments: Thursday 7, Sunday 3, $65; Friday 7 
(w/rebuys), $65; Saturday, bounty event, $100. Fre-
erolls every other Sunday. Be one of the fi rst 50 to 
sign up. Prize pool is $1,000, fi rst place wins $300, 
second $250, third $200, fourth $150 and fi fth $100.
High hands: Each Friday, Saturday and Sunday 
wins $500; quad jacks win $50 on Thursdays; jack-
pot for royal fl ushes. Bad beat: Aces full of kings.
Promotions: Splash the Pot (Mondays): Every 
hour, a table is picked at random and $50 is added 
to the pot. 10s or Better (Tuesdays & Thursdays): 
Win with quad 10s or better and you win $50 extra. 
Only one card needed in your hand. Double Win 
(Tuesdays): The highest hand of quads or better by 
5 p.m. wins $200. and then the same from 5 to 10 
p.m. If no one has quads during the period, the $200 
rolls over to the next time period.

Isle Casino at Pompano Park
Phone: (954) 972-2000 x5123 or x5124

www.theislepompanopark.com/casino-poker.aspx 
Tournaments: $60-$550. SNGs: Including heads-
up and bounties ($60-$840).
High hand: Full houses earn a ticket for a $1,000 
drawing; royal fl ushes win $100. 
Bad beat: Call for details.

Jefferson County Kennel Club
Phone: (850) 997-2561
www.jckcpokerroom.com 
Tournaments: Friday-Saturday, 7:30 p.m. ($50). 
High hand: Royal fl ushes win jackpot.

Mardi Gras Gaming
Phone: (877) 557-5687 x3167
www.playmardigras.com
Tournaments: M-W-F (buy-ins vary).
SNGs: $55-$110. 
High hands: Royal fl ushes win $599.
Bad beat: Aces full of jacks (HE), quad jacks (O/8) 
and aces full of kings (stud).

Melbourne Greyhound Park
Phone: (321) 259-9800
www.melbournegreyhoundpark.com 
Tournaments: $65-$120, include shootout, ladies, 
heads-up and bounty events.
SNGs, bad beats and promotions: Call for details.

Miami Jai-Alai
Phone: (305) 633-6400
www.fl a-gaming.com/miami/poker.htm
Tournaments: Monday, 6:30 p.m. 7-card stud, 
($40); Wednesday, 6:30 NLHE Rebuy, $25; Friday, 
6:30 Ladies Only Rebuy ($5).
Promotions: Call for current offers.
Special event: Turkey Trot, $30K-guaranteed 
bracelet event, Nov. 23., 1 p.m. ($300+$30, with 
optional $10 add-on)

Miccosukee Resort
Phone: (877) 242-6464
www.miccosukee.com/entertainment_poker.htm 
Tournaments: Super Hold’em Saturday, 7 p.m.
SNGs: NLHE, 7-card stud and Omaha/8.
Promotions: Call for current offers.

Naples-Fort Myers Greyhound Track
Phone: (239) 992-2411
www.naplesfortmyersdogs.com 
Tournaments: Sunday 2 p.m. ($125); Monday 7 
($65); Wednesday bounty, 7 ($125); Thursday noon 
($65) and Saturday 2 ($230). 
High hands: From noon to 2 p.m., high hand wins 
$300; any royal fl ush pays $2,500, plus an entry for 
a drawing to win a 2009 Honda Accord or Toyota 
Camry. Drawing is Dec. 13, must be present to win.

Ocala Poker and Jai-Alai
Phone: (352) 591-2345
www.ocalapoker.com

F
L

O
R

ID
A

 P
O

K
E

R
 R

O
O

M
S PROMOTIONS ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE* 

* Please call the poker room to confi rm, and ask for details, rules and limitations.

Tournaments: Wednesday 6:30 p.m. ($65-$240)
SNGs: Call for details.
High hands: Noon to 5:45 and 6-11:45 p.m.; dia-
mond royal fl ush wins jackpot.
Other: Monday is Crazy Pineapple Day, Tuesday 
is Stud Day and Thursday is Omaha Day. Games 
start at 3 p.m. Manager’s specials noon to 3 and 
9-11 p.m.

Orange Park Kennel Club
Phone: (904) 646-0001
www.jaxpokerroom.com 
Tournaments: Daily (except Tuesday)($65-$100). 
High hand: $100 every three hours plus entry into 
Suite Tix tournament on Nov. 9; royals paid $200.
Bad beat: Call for details.

Palm Beach Kennel Club
Phone: (561) 683-2222
www.pbkennelclub.com 
Tournaments: $65-$200; bounty tourneys on Tues-
days at noon ($90); Wednesdays at 6:30 ($90).
SNGs, bad beats and promotions: Call for offers.

Palm Beach Princess
Phone: (561) 818-5771
www.palmbeachprincess.com 
Tournaments: Oct. 25 and Nov. 29, WPT Fox-
woods satellites ($340). 
Promotions: Call for offers and WPT details.

Sarasota Kennel Club
Phone: (941) 355-7744 ext. 1054
www.skcpoker.com 
Tournaments: $40-$100, plus Saturday $330 at 
3:30 p.m.
SNGs: $40-$300. 
High hands: Quads (hold’em), quad 10s (stud) and 
straight fl ushes (Omaha) or better.
Special event: Pros vs. Joes, Gavin Smith Invita-
tional, Nov. 26-29. See ad on back cover for details.

Seminole Casino Coconut Creek
Phone: (866) 222-7466
www.seminolecoconutcreekcasino.com
SNGs: $55, $85, $135.
Bad beat: Aces over jacks (at press time this bad 
beat was at more than $140K). 
Promotions: Call for current offers.

Seminole Casino Brighton
Phone: (866) 222-7466
www.seminolecasinobrighton.com
Tournaments: Monday 7 (NLHE, $100); Tuesday 
7 (7-card stud, $80); Wednesday 7 (NLHE $20 w/
rebuys); Thursday 7:30 (Omaha, $130); Friday 7 
(NLHE $100) and Saturday 2 (NLHE $65) and 7 
(NLHE $200). 
SNGs: $42-$250.
Promotions: Call for current offers.

Seminole Hard Rock Hollywood
Phone: (866) 502-7529
www.seminolehardrockhollywood.com 
Tournaments: $100-$1,100.
SNGs: $140-$1,050
High hands: Prizes range from $100 to tournament 
entry fees. Call for details.

Seminole Hard Rock Tampa
Phone: (866) 502-7529
www.seminolehardrocktampa.com 
Tournaments: $100-$550.
SNGs: $125-$1,075.
Promotions: Call for current offers.

Seminole Hollywood Classic
Phone: (866) 222-7466
www.seminolehollywoodcasino.com 
Tournaments: $30-$150.
High hands: Mondays, every hour winner gets 
$200 (if a hold’em hand) or $100 (if an Omaha 
hand) from noon-8 p.m.; Saturdays, every hour top-
two get $100 each.
Other: First 25 hold’em players (Tues. & Thurs) 
with aces cracked win $100.

Seminole Casino Immokalee
Phone: (866) 222-7466
www.theseminolecasino.com
Tournaments: Wednesday, 7 p.m. ($15+$5+$5 
dealer toke, with $10 rebuy); Thursday, 7, 
($30+$5+$5 dealer toke, with $10 rebuy); Friday, 
7 ($50+$5+$5 dealer toke); Saturday, 1, Knockout 
($30+$5+$5 dealer toke, with $10 rebuy); On Sun-
days, Deep Stack Tournament, $115, 10K chips, 
20-minute levels.
Special event: $50K Bad Beat Freeroll 
Tournament Nov. 9-13. Win entry 
by winning a weekly tournament or 
hitting a qualifying bad beat.
High hands: Quad Aces (hold’em) 
wins $50, straight fl ush (hold’em) 
wins $100, royal fl ush (hold’em 
and stud) wins $500. Payouts 
doubled between 12:01-6 a.m. and 
11 a.m.-3 p.m. Monday-Thursday.
Bad beat: Aces full of 
jacks (hold’em), Aces 
full of kings (stud).
Other promotions: 
Hot dog and a beer 
for $2 from 7-midnight 
Fridays and Sundays 
and 1-5 p.m. Satur-
days.

St. Johns Greyhound Park
Phone: (904) 646-0001 
www.jaxpokerroom.com 
Tournaments: $35-$100, including shootouts, 
bounties and deep stacks.
High hand: $100 every three hours plus entry into 
$500 November Main Event, royals paid $200. 
Bad beat: Call for details.

SunCruz - Jacksonville
Phone: (800) 474-3423
www.suncruzcasino.com 
Tournaments and promotions: Call for details.

SunCruz - Port Canaveral
Phone: (321) 799-3511
www.suncruzcasino.com 
Tournament and promotions: Call for details.

Tampa Bay Downs
Phone: (866) 823-6967
www.tampabaydowns.com/PokerTheSilks.aspx
Tournaments: $45-$120.
Special event: Halloween tourney, Nov. 1, 2 p.m. 
($300+$30) 5,000 chips and 30-minute blinds.
SNGs: $65-$800. Monday is No Rake SNG night 
from 6 p.m. till close.
High hands: Royal fl ushes win jackpots in hold’em 

cash games and tournaments; royals in Omaha 
win $200-$599, straight fl ushes in hold’em 

win $200; quads and straight fl ushes in 
Omaha win a hat, T-shirt and $10 food 
voucher.

Tampa Greyhound Track
Phone: (813) 932-4313
www.luckyscards.com 

Tournaments: $45-$200, including a 
few rake-free. and bounty events 

on Friday and Saturday. 
SNGs: $65-$500. 
High hands: Quads ($75), 
straight fl ushes ($200) and 
royal fl ushes ($599).
Other: Aces cracked wins 

$100 from noon to 2 p.m. daily.
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By Vic Galante
Special to Ante Up

In my high school and college days, the boys and I 
would go to the Atlantic City boardwalk and inevitably 

end up at the craps tables. A few $1 chips would 
fi nd their way home with me.

Over time, casinos replaced their 
chips with new racks, so I collected 

different releases. My collection 
grew over the years with trips to Las 
Vegas. Those old style chips from casi-
nos long gone, like the El Rancho, have a 
great nostalgic look about them.

I then moved to Colorado, where 
there are several low-limit casi-

nos. I love those chips, especially 
the Miners Pick, which is humorous. 

Then I moved to Navarre and picked up the chips 
from Biloxi and Gulfport.

Florida has produced some nice chips. The 
Gulfstream Gaming, Mardi Gras, and Stardancer 
are a few of  my favorites. Cruise ships also produce 
some attractive chips, like those from Princess Cruise 
Line. One unique fi nd was a chip from the Grand in 
Gulfport. Notice the yellow and orange stripes on the right 

side are reversed. These types of  errors are rare.
About fi ve years ago I started trading chips with col-
lectors and buying and selling them on eBay. Wash-

ington and California have scores of  card rooms 
that produce some great chips, like the famous 
Dogs Playing Poker on a $1 chips from Jimmy 
Jacks. Collectors in those states would trade 
me their local casino chips for ones I had from 

Florida and Mississippi and, after a while, my 
collection swelled to more than 2,500.
It’s a great hobby and it’s always fun to fi nd a $1 

chip I haven’t seen before to add to my collection.

Navarre man amasses collection 
of more than 2,500 $1 chips.
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Want to trade chips?

See Vic Galante’s collection at casinochips.home.mchsi.com
or e-mail him at alpha1243@hotmail.com.

The guy who invented gambling was bright, but the guy who invented the chip was a genius.
— Julius “Big Julie” Weintraub, a New York gambler who ran junkets to Vegas (1974)

Chips
Ahoy

!Chips
Ahoy

!
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Editor’s note: Before we provide you with the fol-
lowing letters from our readers and listeners, I feel it’s 
very important to convey something to you. The letters 
on the Perspective page are not the views of  Ante Up 
and are not written by our staff. These opinions are 
sent to us via email or snail mail from your fellow 
readers/listeners. If  you disagree with a stance taken 
by someone on this page (now or in the past) please 
feel free to email letters@anteupmagazine.com and we 
will gladly print your rebuttal.

— Christopher Cosenza, Publisher

Ante Up readers rejoice!

I picked up a copy of  Ante Up’s fi rst issue 
at my local poker room in Jacksonville 
last week and became a 
big fan overnight. I 
was unaware of  you 
until I saw the mag-
azine. I’ve listened to 
all of  the podcasts in 
the past week, and you 
guys are different from 
all the rest and that’s 
great.

I travel the entire 
East Coast extensively 
and have played in up-
state New York, Connect-
icut, Atlantic City, as well 
as most of  the card rooms 
throughout Florida. I agree 
with your assessment that it’s hard to fi nd a 
bad poker room in Florida; most facilities 
make you feel like a welcomed guest and that 

they appreciate your business. On the other 
hand, I fi nd places like Foxwoods and Turn-
ing Stone give you the “we couldn’t care less” 
attitude. I’m also sure the chances of  fi nd-

ing 10 friendly players at the table 
is much higher in a Florida poker 
room. Not every game is the fi nal 
table at the WSOP, if  you know 
what I mean. Anyway, great job 
and you’ve earned a loyal fan. 
I’ll do my best to support your 
advertisers.

Rich Frieser
via email

* * *
I picked up your maga-

zine Saturday from my local 
poker room (Orange Park 
Kennel Club) in Jackson-
ville. I noticed that it was 

your fi rst issue and wow what an 
awesome job you have done, a great balance 
of  articles, information and advertisements. I 
have subscribed to CardPlayer (in the past) and 
still have a current subscription to Bluff... and 

I tell you that you guys are really on to some-
thing here with the Florida fl avor. 

Tim Drury
via email

Still No. 1 after all these years

Every year you guys are pimping us to 
vote for our favorite poker podcasts. In the 
past I’ve always listened to yours, and in the 
“old days” Brian Mollica on MSR. Since he’s 
been gone, you are really the only one I listen 
to. I’ve never felt inclined to vote, since I re-
ally thought it was unfair since I didn’t listen 
to the other ones.

Here’s the deal, I’ve listened now to many 
of  the other podcasts out there. Let me tell 
you, some of  them are BAD BAD. (Poker 
Donkey has to be the worst: no editing, and 
two or three guys talking via Skype). I got a 
little confused when I listened to the early epi-
sodes of  Rounders (now 2+2), and then the 
later ones. It’s pretty bad sometimes.

They are by far your biggest competition; 
however, my loyalty is with you two. Thanks 
for the endless hours of  entertainment and 
poker enlightenment. Congrats on the maga-
zine. Oh, and what sets you apart from the 
rest, in my opinion (besides the excellent edit-
ing, and great commentary, and overall show 
quality) is the added things: One-Minute 
Mystery and your Hand of  the Week I always 
enjoy.

Thanks, guys.
Trevor Watamaniuk

San Leandro, Calif.

LETTERS/EMAILS

VERBAL IS BINDING

Got something to say? Email us at 
letters@anteupmagazine.com and 
be sure to give us your name and 
hometown.
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WSOP 
GOLD!

STATE NEWS, INCLUDING 

TOURNAMENTS AND RESULTS 

 DAYTONA BEACH KENNEL CLUB 

HAS A NEW $30 MILLION FACILTY

NOTHIN’ BUT ’NET: A LOOK AT 

FLORIDA’S TOP ONLINE PLAYERS

GUS HANSEN’S NEW BOOK: 

WHO KNEW HE WROTE THIS WELL?

COLUMNS FROM KENNA  JAMES, 

LEE CHILDS AND JOE NAVARRO

PLUS

10 p a g e s o f W S O P c overa g e dedicated to our Sunshine Sta te players!

TM

FRANK GARY OF FORT MYERS WINS A BRACELET 

TO CAP OFF A FINE WORLD SERIES FOR FLORIDIANS.

ySPECIAL  

COMMEMORATIVE  

FIRST ISSUE

POKER PODCAST
Fridays on anteupmagazine.com y
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TE
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S!

Go to anteupmagazine.com 

and vote for us as best podcast!
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From Florida 
to Final Table
David “Chino” Rheem may be an L.A. star 
poker player vying for the WSOP Main Event’s 
$9 million fi rst prize, but he got his poker 
education right here in the Sunshine State. 
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sn’t it funny how having no money can moti-
vate some people? That’s what pushed David 
“Chino” Rheem to play better this year, and 
that’s what helped him secure his spot in his-
tory with a seat at the fi nal table of  the World 
Series of  Poker Main Event at the Rio All-
Suite Hotel and Casino in Las Vegas. 

Rheem, whose connection to Florida reads more 
like a pamphlet for state tourism than a hometown 
listing (he lived in Orlando, West Palm Beach, Fort 
Lauderdale and Miami, mostly because of  his fa-
ther’s job), says spending a year with no cash was 
reason enough to buckle down. 

“Being broke and being in a hole, that’ll defi nitely 
motivate you to wanna actually play up to par and 
make you wanna play good,” said Rheem, 28. “Just 
being broke a little over a year makes you realize the 
value of  money and it makes you realize what type 
of  position you were in when you had it, and when 
you screw it off.” 

Plus playing for a world title and $9 million doesn’t 
hurt either. 

“For some reason during the World Series I hap-
pen to always step it up and bring my A game,” said 
the L.A. resident. “When I’m with my friends and 
we’re traveling to poker tournaments I’m always 
like ‘I’m gonna do good! I’m gonna do 
good!’ But I never give it my full 100 
percent and take it as serious as I do in 
the World Series.” 

Speaking of  the WSOP, Rheem has 
six career cashes there, including another 
fi nal table this year (he won $93K for his 
fi fth-place fi nish in the mixed hold’em 
event that was televised on ESPN). But 
his spot at the main event’s fi nal dance 
assures him of  the most lucrative cash 
of  his career (he has been given $900K 
as part of  the delayed-fi nal-table agree-
ment). With all of  this money coming 
his way, will he go broke again? 

“I’ll be managing my money better,” he said, 
“and as far as the way I play tournaments, I go in 
with more of  a desire to do well, especially now. I’ll 
be the fi rst to admit that some of  the tournaments I 
played before I didn’t give it my full effort. Now I just 
think to give it a little more effort than before and 
that always helps.” 

What also helps is having a poker giant in your 
corner, such as his relationship with PokerStars. 

“I can’t complain at all,” he said. “PokerStars is a 
great company to work for. They take care of  their 
players. They’ve defi nitely taken care of  me and 
their other fi ve members that are on the fi nal table. 
We get to come to London and play in the EPT and 
things like that. They paid for our trip and stuff  so I 
can’t complain at all. It’s a benefi t and privilege to do 
things like that. I wouldn’t have been able to do that 
had I not made the fi nal table.” 

While in Europe, Rheem stuck around for the 
WSOP Europe events in London and says European 
players are not to be taken lightly. 

“The main event in London was a lot tougher 
than the one in America, to be frank. Just as far as 
the fi eld was a lot tougher, a lot stronger to play 

against. I’d rather play a tournament full of  ama-
teurs who are just taking a shot, chasing a dream, 
trying to do what they see on TV. I’d rather play 
against a lot of  those players as opposed to the Eu-
ropeans because they understand the game and they 
know what they’re doing. They’re just crazy and it’s 
always hard to put them on a hand. They have no 
fear. They’ll fl oat you on the fl op and try to outplay 
you. You have to play cautious, especially in deep-
stack poker. I just got unfortunate (in the WSOPE) 
and it’s part of  the game.” 

Rheem went out on Day 2 of  the WSOPE’s 
main event, but the real main event for him is yet 
to come. And despite being short-stacked at the up-
coming fi nal table, he says the tournament is still up 
for grabs. 

“Anyone’s got a shot,” said the graduate of  Palm 
Beach Lake High. “Anyone who is a good poker play-
er understands that anything can happen. I wouldn’t 
necessarily consider anyone more of  a favorite than 
anyone else regardless of  their chip stacks. Obviously 
if  you ask me who’s more of  a favorite, Dennis (Phil-
lips), math-wise, has more chips and can withstand 
beats. But it’s anyone’s game.” 

When the idea of  a delayed fi nal table was pre-
sented, a lot of  people whined it would give an unfair 

advantage to certain players who could 
use that four-month layoff  to work on 
their game and to scout other players. 
Rheem has done nothing other than 
play a lot of  poker since July. But that 
doesn’t mean he won’t prepare. 

“I have gotten a lot of  friendly ad-
vice from a lot of  well-respected play-
ers,” he said, “so I listened with open 
ears to everything they said and just 
tried to formulate the best outcome 
for everything they told me. … When 
I get home we’ve got all of  the ESPN 
episodes prerecorded. So once they all 

come out I’m gonna defi nitely watch to 
see how the players played their hands. For the most 
part I’ve already played with most of  them, but I 
haven’t done any scouting or investigating on any of  
the players yet. A couple of  weeks before the fi nal 
table, me and my buddies are gonna sit down and 
come up with a sensible strategy. For the most part 
there isn’t much you can do. You have to play your 
hands the best you can and hope you win the pot.” 

When he mentions his buddies, it’s understood 
that the Mizrachi brothers are included in that con-
versation. Rheem met Robert and Michael “The 
Grinder” about six years ago while playing at the 
Seminole Hollywood Classic poker room. 

“They were nice guys and they knew a lot about 
poker and they were cool to hang out with. We just 
clicked.” 

They hung out at the card rooms in South Flori-
da, occasionally playing $135 single-table Omaha/8 
tournaments or heading to the gambling cruises with 
his dad. But Rheem says most of  his Florida poker 
experience was of  the home-game fl avor. 

“Those were the good ol’ days, you could say. A 
lot has changed. We’ve all grown up since then, but 

By Christopher Cosenza

WSOP fi nal table

Nov. 11, 9-11 p.m.
ESPN

Continued on next page
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back then it was more like a family-type at-
mosphere. Everyone knew everybody there. 
We were all sort of  like a family. Even though 
we played against each other it was more like 
a friendly atmosphere than a competition.” 

It was those relationships that kept him in 
Florida for about 10 years before fi nally mov-
ing to L.A. to play poker with the big boys. 
And now that most of  those friends are in 
L.A. and Vegas, Rheem doesn’t see himself  
ever moving back to the Sunshine State. 

“But I go back a visit all the time. I love 
where (poker’s) going and where it’s at. I hope 
it gets better and better. I hope it continues 
to grow and get larger. Especially for the op-
portunities we’re given. If  you’re a true poker 
player and you can manage your bankroll 
right and withstand the variance of  tourna-
ment buy-ins and stay in action it’s a great 
opportunity. It’s the American dream for me. 
You can win a beaucoup amount of  money 
from a relatively small buy-in and if  you hap-
pen to play well and get lucky you can have 
great success.” 

You may be wondering about all of  the 
hubbub surrounding Rheem leading up to 
the November Nine. Immediately after it was 
made public that he had advanced to this 
famed delayed fi nal table, a story broke that 
he was wanted on a trespassing warrant here 
in Hollywood. It was much ado about noth-
ing. 

“When I found out what it was actually 
for, it wasn’t really that big of  a deal,” said 
Rheem, who once dealt on the SeaEscape 
gambling ship out of  Fort Lauderdale. “I 
found it more like amusing and funny. The 
day after I make the fi nal table they’re coming 
out with stories like trying to put bad press out 
there against me. It wasn’t a big deal. I found 
out what it was and it was a small thing that 
I had to take care of. It didn’t really bother 
me that much. In a way I sort of  took it as a 
compliment because it made me realize that 
I sort of  made it. If  there’s anyone out there 
trying to fi nd dirt about you it sort of  tells you 
that you made it this far and they’re trying to 
put a bad image out on me.” 

So what’s the deal? What happened? 
“It was for a trespassing charge,” he said. 

“One night me and the Mizrachis and whole 
bunch of  friends were at the Diplomat (Ho-
tel); it’s a little place in Fort Lauderdale. I got 
charged with trespassing there and I never 
went to court for it so they made a warrant 
out for my arrest. I happened to move away 
after that and it was nothing serious at all.” 

The charge has been taken care of  and 
he’s been cleared to play, so don’t be looking 
for any dramatic scene at the fi nal table, un-
less it involves him winning it all.

“I think all of  these gentlemen at the fi -
nal table are very capable of  taking it down,” 
Rheem said, “and to be honest, I just hope 
I’m a lot luckier than them on that day.” 
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Photos courtesy of the W
PT and IMPDI

By Christopher Cosenza 

To say Hollywood’s Jacobo Fernandez is having merely a breakout 
year in 2008 would be like saying the Miami Dolphins merely won 
a few games in 1972. True, Fernandez isn’t having a perfect season, 
but it would be hard for him to imagine having a better performance. 
Well, upon refl ection, perhaps there’s one thing he’d change. 

“I think God does not want me to get a bracelet,” he said, refer-
ring to his fi ve-hour heads-up battle with poker pro David Singer in 
the World Series of  Poker’s Event No. 3, a $1,500 no-limit hold’em 
tournament. Fernandez went to that fi nal table as chipleader with 
nearly a quarter of  the chips in play. “David Singer is an excellent 
player and one of  us had to win. He had more luck than I did. 
It has not been diffi cult to get over my loss. … It will hap-
pen whenever it’s meant to happen.” 

Fernandez’s modesty in a sport full of  ego is refresh-
ing. Before 2008, he had some moderate success and 
recognition on a national level, once fi nishing third in 
2007’s L.A. Poker Classic, a WPT event in which Mike 
Sexton and Vince Van Patten called him “Jacob” during 
the telecast. 

People should know his name now, however, though out-
side card rooms he says he hasn’t had to make major adjustments 
in his personal life. Perhaps it’s the language barrier (he doesn’t speak 
English and fi nds it diffi cult to deal with) that has kept the media at 
bay and allows him to lead a “normal” life. 

He made three fi nal tables, cashing a whopping seven times for 
nearly $660K in this year’s WSOP (he has nine overall WSOP cash-
es) and was named CardPlayer’s WSOP Player of  the Year. Plus he 
very narrowly missed winning the ESPN version of  the same award. 

“I was very happy and proud when I was named CardPlayer’s 
WSOP Player of  the Year,” said the 44-year-old who owns Afford-
able Rent-A-Car in Orlando. “I believe I’m a good player and that’s 
the reason I have done so well this year at the WSOP. I think God 
has helped me.” 

He said he wasn’t upset about not winning the ESPN award, but 
what he calls the “worst moment of  my career” was a bad beat he 
suffered in Event No. 48. 

“I went all-in with a pair of  aces and my opponent had two jacks, 
but I still lost. I would have been the chipleader if  I had won.” And he 
likely would have accumulated enough points from that event to stay 
ahead of  Erick Lindgren, the eventual winner of  the ESPN honor. 
Instead he went out 100th and pocketed just $5K.    

Fernandez, born in Gurabo-Santiago in the Dominican Republic, 
began playing cards at a very young age. Now he plays all of  the 
disciplines very well, as testament to his cashes in stud and Omaha 

events at the WSOP, but he says Texas Hold’em is his game of  
choice. He admits he didn’t start playing tournament pok-

er until he entered an event in Mississippi in November 
2006. And it didn’t take him long to earn his fi rst cash, 
fi nishing 14th a month later in a smaller buy-in event 
at the Five Diamond World Poker Classic in Las Vegas. 
But from there he fl ew under the radar while poker’s 
boom settled. Aside from his $607K cash at the L.A. 

Poker Classic (which he says is still the best moment of  
his career despite this year’s WSOP performance), most 

of  his cashes came in undercard events in Vegas, his home 
away from home. 

“My home is Hollywood, Fla., but I travel very often to New York, 
Las Vegas and the Dominican Republic. … In Florida I play in Tam-
pa and Hollywood, but I love to play in Vegas.” And that might be 
another explanation why he did so well this year. Since his remark-
able WSOP run Fernandez also cashed in a Bellagio Cup event in 
July for $21K. 

Speaking of  Florida, what does the player of  the year think about 
poker in the Sunshine State? 

“I think that the poker in Florida is growing,” he said through 
his interpreter. “I have noticed that the majority of  the best play-
ers come from Florida. I hope poker keeps growing throughout the 
United States and that it lasts for a very long time.” 
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CATCHING UP WITH ... JACOBO FERNANDEZ

Jacobo Fernandez battles pro David Singer at the WSOP.

With all of the hype surrounding the November Nine it’s easy for someone as quiet as Hollywood’s 
Fernandez to slip into the background. But after the year he’s having we couldn’t let that happen.
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Jena Phillips is the real deal.
The Floridian recently was crowned 

World Series of  Poker Dealer of  the Year, 
proving to be the best of  900 dealers who 
faced the demanding rigors of  dealing at 
the world’s biggest tournament event.

“I just love to deal. It’s a passion,” said 
Phillips, who lives in Gulfport, just outside 
of  St. Petersburg, when she’s not traveling 
the world. “I like a game that’s run well. 
That’s the biggest aspect when I sit down 
to deal. I want the game to run well, and I 
want it to be run with all the integrity that 
the game is supposed to have.”

It’s a tall order, since WSOP dealers 
have to deal games rarely played, and have 
to move from big buy-in tournaments to 
cash games to satellites.

“Obviously physical dealing plays a big 
part, but so does attitude, guest interac-
tion, professionalism, command of  table, 
leadership and player feedback,” Seth 
Palansky, communications director for the 
World Series, said of  the criteria for judg-
ing dealers. “Suffi ce to say, Jena was recog-
nized for being the best all-around dealer 
of  the 900 in attendance this year.”

The title comes with a Corum watch, 
and Phillips will be one of  four dealers 
who return in early November to deal 

the fi nal table of  the main event. She also 
got to deliver the famous “Shuffl e up and 
deal!” announcement once to kick off  one 
day during the WSOP.

Phillips, who also dealt at the WSOP 
in 2006, won Dealer of  the Week the fi rst 
week of  the Series, and then took over 
the lead for the annual honor in Week 4. 
Along the way, she dealt fi nal tables of  
events in pot-limit Omaha, Omaha/8, 
pot-limit Omaha/pot-limit hold’em and 
deuce-to-seven triple draw.

“I know them all very well,” Phillips 
said of  the variety of  games.

Phillips, who began her dealing ca-
reer at Tampa Bay Downs and Sarasota 
Kennel Club, now travels the world deal-
ing, recently returning from a European 
Poker Tour event. And the experience 
shows in how she handles her games.
“I’m one of  those dealers who’s not going 
to let you take over my game,” she said.

Floridian brings home WSOP’s top dealer prize

Listen up!

Hear the entire interview with Jena 
Phillips at anteupmagazine.com/
podcast. Click on the “Jena Phillips” 
episode.
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Jena Phillips reacts after being 
named WSOP Dealer of the Year 
and getting to utter those immor-
tal words: “Shuffl  e up and deal!”

Jena Phillips reacts after being 
named WSOP Dealer of the Year 
and getting to utter those immor-
tal words: “Shuffl  e up and deal!”
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DENNIS PHILLIPS SCOTT MONTGOMERYIVAN DEMIDOV

PETER EASTGATE DARUS SUHARTO

CRAIG MARQUIS

YLON SCHWARTZ

DAVID “CHINO” RHEEM KELLY KIM

Meet the ...

It’s the fi rst time the World Series of Poker has delayed playing its main 

event fi nal table. By the time these guys sit down at the felt on Nov. 9 

it will have been 117 days since they made history in July. How’d they 

spend that time? Did they study fi lm? Enlist a coach? Go into hiding? 

Tune in Nov. 11 to see the whole thing unfold on ESPN at 9 p.m.

All photos courtesy of the W
SOP/IMPDI
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Chips: 26,295,000
Age: 53
Hometown: Cottage Hills, Ill.
The skinny: He may be an amateur, but his 
aggressiveness earned him the chip lead.

Chips: 24,400,000
Age: 27
Hometown: Moscow, Russia.
The skinny: Made fi nal table at this year’s 
WSOPE Main Event, too. He’s got game!

Chips: 19,690,000
Age: 26
Hometown: Ontario, Canada.
The skinny: He has three WSOP cashes and 
a WPT fi nal table under his belt.

Chips: 18,375,000
Age: 22
Hometown: Odense, Denmark.
The skinny: If he were to win he’d be the 
youngest ever to win the main event.

Chips: 12,525,000
Age: 38
Hometown: Brooklyn, N.Y.
The skinny: He once was a champion 
chess player, but he has a ton of cashes.

Chips: 12,520,000
Age: 53
Hometown: Ontario, Canada.
The skinny: The Canadian accountant is a 
tight player who cashed in the 2006 WSOP.

Chips: 10,230,000
Age: 28
Hometown: Los Angeles
The skinny: He learned poker in Florida 
with the Mizrachis.

Chips: 10,210,000
Age: 23
Hometown: Moscow, Russia.
The skinny: Despite being a pro, he admits 
he played scared down the stretch.

Chips: 2,620,000
Age: 31
Hometown: Whittier, Calif.
The skinny: He may be the short-stack, but 
his 38 career cashes mean he’s experienced.
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DEWEY 
REFLECTS

By Christopher Cosenza 

When you have a milestone accolade be-
stowed upon you, it’s only natural to look 
back at what you’ve accomplished through-
out your career.

Not Dewey Tomko. 
“I don’t believe in the past,” said the 

Haines City resident who will  be inducted 
into the Poker Hall of  Fame during the 
World Series of  Poker’s fi nal table hoopla 
on Nov. 10. “I don’t even think about what I 
did in the past. However you play your next 
hand is what matters. What difference does 
it matter how you did years ago? 

“But it’s an honor and a privilege to get 
into the Hall and I’m looking forward to it. 
Funny thing is, a lot of  my friends thought I 
was already in there.”

So, just like a crafty poker player, a trap 
had to be set to get the three-time WSOP 
bracelet-winner to talk a little bit about the 
“old days.” Does he think the “poker boom” 
was a good thing? 

“I think the boom is great for poker in 
some ways and some ways it’s not,” said 
Tomko, who turns 62 in December. “Popu-
larity-wise it’s great; we’ve got more players 
now. If  I was coming up, like I was in the 
old days, I would’ve loved it because the side 
games are unbelievable. I don’t play much 
poker anymore like I used to, so now when 
I play in some of  the bigger tournaments I 
think the skill’s gone out compared to the 
way is used to be. So it’s bad in that way. 
But it’s good in the fact that anybody that’s 
ever played poker once in their life can win a 
poker tournament.” 

And how juicy are those side games? 
“When I was a kid, I would’ve swam the 

English Channel under water to get to some 
of  these games,” he said. “I used to have to 
fl y to Dallas to play in a poker game to try to 
win $500 or a $1,000 and fl y back. Now you 
can just go anywhere and the game is just sit-
ting there waiting for you. Hell, (back then) 
I’d have to worry about … of  the 10 hands 
we were playing I’d have to play about three 
of  them because seven of  them were cheat-
ing. We didn’t have a dealer in those days … 
you had to worry about getting robbed. Now 
the card rooms are here for you. If  you’re 

an up-and-coming player it’s great. I’m just 
used to the older style. If  I chose to go back 
to playing in the side games it’d be great for 
me. I just choose to do other things now.” 

Clearly Tomko, who has more than 40 
WSOP cashes, isn’t shy about his confi dence, 
especially when discussing his younger days 
as a rounder. 

“I always thought I could jump over the 
moon. When I sat down with players, I 
didn’t think anybody could beat me. I didn’t 
think I was gonna die until I was 50, either, 
but you learn; you’re gonna die,” he said 
with a laugh.

You can’t mention Tomko’s past without 
bringing up his teaching days, a bittersweet 
subject to say the least. There was no way a 
school system could pay him enough to keep 
poker on the backburner. And that changed 
his life forever. Though he’s getting inducted 
into the Hall as a poker player, you can see in 
his eyes that teaching was a great passion for 
him and he’d be more content being hon-
ored as a teacher. 

“I quit because it was costing me too 
much money,” he said. “I couldn’t play pok-

er, but I loved teaching. (To stay a teacher) it 
would’ve had to have been a lot more money. 
But I loved it. There was nothing better than 
teaching kindergarten. It was great. Being 
a teacher is very rewarding, way more re-
warding than beating someone in a poker 
game.” 

Tomko was invited to play in the Pros vs. 
Joes H.O.R.S.E. tournament at One-Eyed 
Jacks in Sarasota, so he made the drive as 
a favor. But until that tournament, Tomko 
hadn’t played a hand of  poker in Florida in 
more than 10 years. Suffi ce to say you won’t 
fi nd him in a card room near you. 

“I wish they would get it higher,” he said, 
referring to the state-mandated betting lim-
its. “I think it’s way too cheap. My opinion is 
I wish they’d get high stakes. I think it would 
help everything about Florida. More people 
would come in, Florida would get better and 
everything would get better. 

“I like to play a little bit higher so what 
am I gonna do? You only play so many 
hours in a year, and I’m gone six or seven 
months a year anyhow, so when I’m home I 
just play golf.” 

The soon-to-be Poker-Hall-
of-Famer recalls his time as a 
young poker player, and teacher.
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Florida resident
Dewey Tomko 
recently played 
in the H.O.R.S.E. 
tournament at 
One-Eyed Jacks. y
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RAZZ: BEAUTIFUL AND UGLY ALL AT ONCE
A look at non-Texas Hold’em games — This month: RAZZ

     

           SCOT T LONG

US

Razz is a simple game at its core, but sometimes it can be complicated, such as with this hand. In razz, there are times when you 
know exactly where you stand on fi fth street. Here we clearly have the best hand, but we’re not the favorite.

COLUMBO TURNS THE PAGE
Solve the mystery.
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       “COLUMBO”

ARE OUR TWO ACES GOOD HERE?

VOT E VOTE 
NOW!NOW!

Check-raised at Club 52? Victim of a brutal suckout at Lucky’s? We have the forum for you!
Here’s your chance to tell a bad-beat story or rave about your favorite poker room.

anteupmagazine.com/forumanteupmagazine.com/forum

Ante Up Polls

Let your voice be heard. Go to ante
upmagazine.com/forum and vote in 
this poll and others. 

Will your aff ection for poker sway your 

presidential vote?

❒ Yes, poker is too important to me.
❒ No, major issues too important.
❒ Neither, I’m abstaining.

Frustrated with the terrible cards you’ve 
been getting? Why not switch to a 
game where the worst hand wins?

That’s razz. And it’s addic-
tive.

The game is played 
just like 7-card stud, 

except the player 
with the fi ve worst 
cards rakes in the 
pot. And even bet-
ter, straights and 
fl ushes don’t count, 

and aces are low, so 
the  wheel (5-4-3-2-

A) is the nuts. And unlike 
in stud/8, there’s no qualifi er. 
The player with the fi ve worst 
cards in his or her hand wins.

That’s razz. And it’s frustrat-
ing.

Just ask Howard Lederer. “The 
Professor” famously was unable 
to hide his frustration with the 
game during a hand with eventu-
al bracelet winner T.J. Cloutier in 
the 2004 World Series of  Poker.

Why? Because unlike in high-
only games, your hand can get 
worse as the hand plays out. For 
example, if  you’re dealt A-2-3 in 
stud, your hand can only improve 
by the river. At worst, you’ll end 
up with ace high, 8 kicker. Now, 
let’s look at the same hand in razz. 
Starting with A-2-3 is a monster 
in razz. You’re 60 percent of  the 
way to the nuts, with four cards 
to come. So you’re betting, raising, jamming. 
And then fourth street brings a king. Ouch. 
And fi fth street brings another king. Double 

ouch. And you’re almost defi nitely folding.
Razz has long been the offi cial game of  

the Ante Up Nation, and it’s long been the 
one I suggest to players looking to learn stud. 
It’s by no means an easy game, but the most 
important thing in stud is keeping 
track of  the dealt cards that are 
no longer in play. Since fl ushes 
and straights don’t count in 

razz, and you’re 
focused mostly on 
low cards, it’s much 
easier to learn how to 
track cards in this game. 
And once you learn to 
track cards, you’re well 
on your way to becom-
ing a solid stud player.

Here are some things 
to keep in mind when 
playing razz: 

High card brings it in: 

Unlike in standard 
stud games, it’s the 
high card that’s forced 
to make the fi rst bet, 
or “bring it in.” This 
ensures action, just like 
blinds in hold’em games. If  the 
“bring-in” player is to your left 
and it gets folded around to you, 

it’s almost always correct to complete the bet 
when your door card is lower than his.

Every hand is a drawing hand: As illustrated be-

fore, don’t get married to that great starting 
hand. It rarely makes sense to give up on that 
hand when you draw poorly on fourth street, 
but it often does when you brick on fi fth street 
as well. And if  you have a high card on third 

street, know that’ll you have to put in 
at least two more bets — likely 

more — before you can have a 
strong hand.

Hands need to make sense:

This is true in most forms 
of  poker, but in razz, it’s much 

clearer. If  an opponent completes 
the bet with an 8 showing, he likely 
is very strong underneath. So when 
he draws an ace on fourth street, it 
might have paired one of  his hole 

cards. Good players can very eas-
ily snow poor players who don’t 
pay attention to this in razz.

You may be ahead, but don’t think 

you’re the favorite: In razz, you 
know where you stand almost 
all of  the time. If  your opponent 
draws a king, and your worst card 
is a 10, then you’re ahead. But 
she might have a better draw, so 
don’t get lulled into a false sense 

of  security. But on seventh street, remember 
that your opponent only has three cards con-
cealed, just like you. So she has to use at least 
two of  her upcards. Take a close look — you 
may have her “board-locked” — and can 
raise with impunity.

Learn to play

For tips on how to 
play razz, check out 
Mitchell Cogert’s 
Play Razz Poker To 
Win, available on 
Amazon.com

h A d ’ l d fi i l f ldi f d ’ i d h i

Where to play

No Florida poker rooms advertise razz, though many will likely spread it if there’s 
interest. Sarasota Kennel Club and Palm Beach Kennel Club have held H.O.R.S.E. 
tournaments. Razz is the third game in that rotation.

Got razz?

Once you fall in love 
with this game, why 
not let the world 
know it? Buy a “got 
razz?” shirt at www.
anteupmagazine.
com/store.
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In the interest of instruc-
tion we have revealved 
everyone’s hole cards 
here. Though we have 
identical hole cards and 
the best hand on fi fth 
street with a “rough” 9, 
we are a dog to the per-
fect or “smooth” queen. 
Don’t get too married to 
that 9-8-7-4-A.

It’s early in a large-fi eld knockout tourney. There’s been plenty of  
local thugs mixing it up. We have an av-

erage stack of  5,500, but there’s still 
a long way to go if  we’re going to 

survive in the big city.
We witness an under-the-

gun caller, but after looking 
down at ADQD, we’ll have 
none of  that. We raise it to 
four times the big blind and 

try to get mano e mano.
It folds around to the origi-

nal limper who calls. … it’s the 
sort of  a call that leaves a bad after-

taste in your mouth.
The pot’s 550 and the fl op is 6S AH 5H.
He checks. 
Often times a limp-call from and early position will mean a 

small pair. With an ace fl op, this looks like a good place for a continua-
tion bet. We bet 400 or about two-third the pot.

The mug makes his check-call. What’s he 
thinking?

The turn is the 10S.
He delays, but eventually checks and we’re left 

to contemplate our next move. “Is our opponent 
hiding a set?” Let’s try to fl ush out his holding by 
betting 1,000. This should tell him we’re serious.

He calls. What could his range be now?
The river pairs the board with the 6D.
Once again he checks.  
So big man, what’s it gonna be?
Are you willing to go all-in here, or do you wish 

to play it safe?
If  you wish to check behind go to Page 15.
If  you wish to shove for value go to Page 40.
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Editor’s note: This is Joe Navarro’s letters column. Readers are invited to send 
the Tampa resident their questions regarding nonverbal tells at the poker table at 
editor@anteupmagazine.com. We’ll print the best letters.

Once you determine a player has a “thing” such as a facial 

movement, a hand gesture or something, is there usually an 

opposite movement that mirrors that? At a game about a 

year ago one player, whenever he hit on the fl op, would 

sit back in his chair and not really pay attention to fourth 

or fi fth street. He’d quickly glance at the board and 

then resume his reclined position. However, at the 

next game when he hit something big his leg went 

into a twitch that just about broke the foundation of 

the house.

— Boomer76

Most of  us have default behaviors that indicate 
stress, fear, concern, insecurity or a need to calm down or pacify. If  
you fi nd a player who shows distress by a quick squint, chances are 
that will be repeated often, as it is idiosyncratic for that individual. 
Not likely that there will be a mirroring behavior but rather there 
may be other behaviors that are consistent with, say, distress, such as 
furrowing of  the forehead, and so as a cluster of  behaviors they add 
greater value to your observations. Leaning back, lacing hands behind 
the head or taking up space is a sign of  confi dence, as is pretending 

you don’t care. Happy feet are a sign of  contentment, usually with a 
monster hand. I still see people saying they can’t see the feet when they 
sit across the table. They have not read my book carefully. You don’t 
see the feet unless you’re next to them. But you may see the vibrating 
shirt or shoulder, both signs of  a good hand if  it suddenly happens, 
especially after the fl op.

I’d like to know more about rate of eye blinking: standard vs. bluffi  ng.

— Pat B.

We know scientifi cally that when we are stressed we tend to blink 
more. Richard Nixon’s rate would go from 9 to 60 and Monica Lewin-
sky’s paramour would go from 12 to 82 at times, especially during 
depositions. But that is all; it’s indicative of  stress not bluffi ng. That 
stress may be from being tired, worried about how many chips they 
have or the hand that has been dealt. Be very careful with blink rate 
because most people have diffi culty with putting it to good use. I’ve 
seen players increase their blink rate when they have a monster hand 
and are worried no one will commit to the pot, as well as bluffers 
whose efforts may soon come to an end. Rather than blink rate look 
for squinting; it’s far more accurate in revealing when we don’t like 
something, including our hand.
— Former FBI counterintelligence offi  cer Joe Navarro of Tampa specialized in 

behavioral analysis for 25 years. He is star lecturer with the WSOP Academy and 

has penned Read ’Em and Reap, which you can fi nd on Amazon.com.

WHAT EVERY “BODY” IS SAYING
JOE NAVARRO • Ex-FBI guy shares his nonverbal secrets.

     

   JOE N AVA R RO

LOOK FOR CONSISTENCY IN OPPONENT’S BEHAVIOR

ACUMEN POKER
LEE CHILDS • Learn to play the Acumen Poker way.

     

      LE E C HILDS

IF YOU THINK YOU’RE BEAT ... CALL!
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The strength of your pocket cards varies dramatically with the number of 
players.  What is a good set of starting cards when playing head-to-head 

may be weak when playing multiple opponents.  Our system features 
separate strategy cards for every table size from two to ten players. 

How would the strength of these hands change if there were ten players in the 
pot? Two? Not sure? Buy these cards today and find out! 

Think you already know about poker odds? Try this: If there are three 
players in a pot, which of the starting hands below is strongest? 

Just $20 for a set, or $25 for two (S&H Free). Order from our website or 1-888-884-8586 (toll free) 

When our system stops you from entering that first pot you should back away 
from, then it will have probably saved the purchase price in a single hand! 
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Use coupon code ANTE to receive 
an additional 20% off all orders 

Special offer: 20% discount 

Poker is easy to learn but hard to master. Time and again, players break 
the cardinal rule of Texas by staying in a pot even though they have 
poor starting hands.  With our system you can improve your game by 

learning the better pre-flop hands. 

"Use these strategy cards to help you 
become a better poker player today!" 
 - American Poker Player Magazine. 

Posters now available! See web site for details 

Something I like to talk to students about is listening to the bet-
ting story. Betting is the language of  poker and it’s how we com-
municate during any given hand. Each hand is a conversation 

and we use the dialogue to form opinions about players (and what 
they’re trying to tell us) just as we do in life. Once we 

understand the tone and what certain words (bets, 
checks, raises) mean, we can interpret this infor-
mation and decide how to respond (call, raise, 
fold).

So, most of  the time, I tell my fellow poker 
players and students that when the betting 
story tells you you’re beat, you have to fold. 
You just have to let it go and look for a bet-
ter spot. Your hand just simply can’t be good 

based on the action in this hand and what your 
opponent is “telling” you, so release that losing 

hand straight into the muck and move on to the 
next conversation that might be more pleasing 
to your ears. But, what if  you’re wrong? What if  
you’re misinterpreting the story? How do you re-
ally know you’re beat? You may not always know 
for sure, but the best way that I know how to de-
velop this skill is pretty simple. If  you think you’re 
beat … CALL!

Why on Earth would I be telling you to call if  
you think you’re beat? Because unless you’re play-
ing with someone who’s going to show their cards 
every time you fold, you’re never going to hone the skills and confi -
dence to make the right calls and laydowns in critical situations. 

Now, don’t get me wrong. I’m not suggesting you call for all of  
your chips with just one pair at the fi nal table of  the World Series of  
Poker when the betting story is telling you your pair shouldn’t be good 
(sound familiar?). But when you’re playing in a small buy-in tourna-
ment and the situation allows you to not risk too many chips to fi nd 
out if  your read is correct, then by all means make the call. It’s worth 
the information.

Here’s an example from a recent tournament I played in Atlan-
tic City. Blinds were 100-200 and I was in late position in a fi ve-way 
limped pot with 5H5S. The big blind (who checked his option) led out 
for 200 on a 9C3D4D board. The other players folded and the action 
was on me. I just couldn’t put the player on a 9 only betting 20 percent 
of  the pot. To be honest, I was confused and really thought there was 
a chance I was good and it was just a weak player with a 3 or 4. The 

turn was the 8C and he bet 200 again. Hmmm. Did he fl op a set? 
Does he have 8-9? Well, that doesn’t make much sense either since he 
bet so small yet again with the two diamonds out there – 200 into a 
1,400 pot. I’m just too curious and want information on this player – 
plus my fi ves might be good anyway. 

So, the river brought the 8H and my opponent led out for 500. What 
in the world can I beat now? Not much, except a big-blind special 3-4 
that I just bested with a better two pair. But, his betting line was too 
strange for me. I really wanted the information about what hand this 
player was playing so strangely. I’m pretty sure I have to be beat, un-
less he’s completely insane, so I made the obvious choice (to me) and 
called. He tabled 10-10 and I happily mucked, getting a wealth of  
information from this player in the process. I was surely beat there, but 
with plenty of  chips behind, the information I gained about his lack 
of  experience and huge betting-pattern tell of  betting small when he 
wanted a call was defi nitely worth the cost. I could use that informa-

tion when we got deeper in the tournament.
Sometimes when I’m playing online, especially 

in a warmup period before playing small live buy-
in tournaments, I will intentionally make calls that 
may even risk my tournament life just so I can test 
my reads. By doing this, and by making calls dur-
ing a tournament when I can get valuable informa-
tion without risking too many chips, I really feel I 
can increase my confi dence in my reads and make 
a crucial laydown or call when the stakes are high. 
How many times have you seen Daniel Negreanu 

put a player on an exact hand – a hand that beats him – and still 
make the call? Why does he do that? Well, I think it’s for the same 
reason. You’ll also see him make incredible laydowns a lot of  people 
can’t make because he has invested the time and chips throughout his 
career to put together the betting story and make the investment to 
ensure he’s right, even though he thinks he’s beat. 

There are only so many mannerisms, words and actions an op-
ponent can throw at you during the “conversations” that take place at 
the table. The more time you spend ensuring you know what people 
are truly saying, the better you’ll understand each story you encoun-
ter. Making an investment at lower stakes or when your chip stack is 
healthy will improve your overall recall abilities and help you gain the 
confi dence to make the right laydowns or calls when the time is right.

Decide to Win!
— Lee Childs is founder and lead instructor of Acumen Poker. He also is an in-

structor with the WPT Boot Camp. Check out his site at www.acumenpoker.net.

If you can aff ord to make a call in an eff ort to test your instincts and to extract information from an opponent, then go for it. On this 
hand, Lee’s opponent never made it expensive enough to make him fold. Lee knew he likely was beat, but picked up valuable info.

LEE BIG BLINDFLOP TURN RIVER

POKER PODCAST
Lee Childs recently was a 
guest on the show. Go to 

anteupmagazine.com.
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A HEALTHY BET

STRETCH YOUR LEGS OR SUFFER A REALLY BAD BEAT
DR. FRANK TOSCANO • A look at how to stay healthy at the poker table.
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Answer this: You’ve been playing at the same table for the past fi ve 
hours without so much as a bathroom break. A player in middle 

position who has you covered opens for three times the big blind. You 
push with AA. He calls and shows small suited connectors. Your big-
gest danger now is:

A. He’ll make a straight and you’ll get felted.
B. He’ll make a fl ush you’ll get felted.
C. A blood clot will break off  from behind your knee, travel to your 

lung and you’ll get permanently felted.
The truth is, though your aces may get cracked 
more often than you believe they should, your real 

danger from a long poker session is a blood clot. 
Having a blood clot normally is a good 
thing. When blood is exposed to air, from 
a cut or scrape, it clots. If  it didn’t, even 
a small cut might turn into a pretty nasty 
mess. The real problem occurs when a clot 
forms in a vein, especially a vein deep with-
in your leg (deep venous thrombosis). The 

clot can break off, travel through the cham-
bers on the right side of  your heart and lodge 

in your lung. This “pulmonary embolism” can 
strain the heart, damage lung cells and actually kill you. 

So what causes blood to clot inside a leg vein? Mainly inactivity. Sit-
ting for long hours with your legs hanging down below you causes the 
blood to thicken and sludge in various spots in your legs. Eventually a 
clot can form and, if  it breaks off, you’re in trouble. Poker players who 
have a history of  cancer, recent surgery or previous episodes of  deep 
venous thrombosis or pulmonary embolism are particularly at risk. 

Prevention is pretty easy. First, get into the habit of  frequently con-
tracting your leg muscles while playing. Every time the button passes 
you (about every 15 or 20 minutes) stretch your legs out straight. First 
point your toes hard then pull your toes up toward your knee 

hard. This exercise contracts your quadriceps and your calf  muscles 
and squeezes the stagnant blood out of  the veins that run through 
these muscles. Try not to play footsies under the table with the other 
players or you may experience a different kind of  medical problem. 

Next, every time there’s any kind of  break in the action, get up 
and walk around. In tournaments, there’s usually a fi ve-minute break 
every hour. In ring games, just skip a hand every so often, stand up 
and do a few leg exercises. Get up on your toes and rock back on your 
heels a few times to get the blood fl owing again. Do a squat or two and 
you should be good to go until the next break. 

If  your ankles tend to swell after long sessions or you have varicose 
veins, you might want to take some extra precautions. Support hose 
are a great way to reduce swelling and compress the size of  the leg 
veins leaving less room for stagnant blood to collect. Most medical 
supply stores carry support hose or you can fi nd them online at places 
like FootSmart.com. I use them myself. They look just like normal 
socks and feel great. 

Finally, don’t forget that miracle drug, aspirin. Even one baby aspi-
rin (81 mg.) thins the blood signifi cantly and makes it far more diffi cult 
for clots to form. If  you’re on a blood thinner such as Coumadin or 
Plavix, or if  you have a history of  bleeding problems like bleeding 
ulcers, you should check with your physician before taking aspirin. For 
the rest of  us, though, it’s a simple and effective way to reduce the risk 
of  clots.

Any time you’re going to be sitting with your legs below you for 
long periods of  time, whether it’s because you’re sitting at a poker 
boot camp lecture, crammed into an airplane seat on your way to the 
WSOP or even simply planning a long home-game session with your 
crew, make sure it’s the bad beat that felts you and not a clot.
— An avid poker player, Frank Toscano, M.D. is a board certifi ed emergency 

physician with more than 28 years of front-line experience. He’s medical direc-

tor for Red Bamboo Medi Spa in Clearwater. Email your poker-health questions 

to ftoscano@redbamboomedispa.com  

GetAStake.com is a new online poker community specializing 
in helping players get staked into online and live poker tourna-
ments and games around the world. The site has forums where 
backers offer stakes for players to apply for and then compete in 
ring games and tournaments using their backer’s money. 

The site is also forging new territory in a poker community 
by having live strategy voice chat sessions between members 24 
hours a day, as well as strategy forums and great referral bonuses  
for members who refer their friends. 

Check it out today at www.getastake.com and use the refer-
ral code: Ante Up Mag to receive the benefi ts from upcoming 
special promotions for Ante Up readers.
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POKER PRODUCTS
From Ante Up Sponsors

If  you can’t fi nd the Donkey at the table, it might be 
you!  Wear this “I Will Call” shirt with pride or give it 
to a donkey you know. And while you’re at it, instill fear 
and uncertainty in your opponents by depriving them 
of  information with these poker glasses. Experience 
the advantage these cool shades provide, illuminating 
the playing surface and providing 98 percent shielding 
from all angles. Dress Like a Donkey, Play Like a Pro!  
www.donkeygear.net  “All In For Life!”

DonkeyGear

GetAStake.com

Store
anteupmagazine.com/store

It’s Time To 
ANTE UP!
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Ante Up, the longest running poker show on the Internet, 

is still cranking out the best podcast on the planet. Tune in 

Fridays at anteupmagazine.com or subscribe on iTunes for 

free. And just in case you haven’t heard our latest shows 

(how dare you!) here are some recent highlights.

SEPT. 26: POKER FOR THREE?

TUNE IN TODAY

“In Western Civilization we talk 
about years B.C. and A.D. I think 
what we have in the poker world 
is really B.C. and A.C. … it’s before 
Chris and after Chris … Money-
maker, of course. When Chris won 
the WSOP in 2003 it changed 
everything forever.”
— Famed poker author Lee Jones talk-

ing about the diff erences between when 

Jones started playing poker and now. To 

hear this entire interview please go to 

anteupmagazine.com/podcast.

SEPT. 19:
LEE JONES

Chris Moneymaker Chris Moneymaker 

changed everything.changed everything.

Scott: There used to be a variation the wife and I used 
to play called Three Way when we fi rst played it at 
the Vegas Club ... then when I started to try fi nd it 
after I got home, when you type Three Way into the  
little Google box ... um, you get stuff  that’s ...
Chris: So now the game is called ménage à trois!
—  Ante Up hosts talking about a new game called “21 to the 

River” being dealt at the Hard Rock in Vegas. 

YOU SHOVED: What pair do you put him on here? There’s no way 
he checks that river if  he slow-played the set, and there’s no way he 
calls the turn with rags. I can put him on a weak ace or a solid pair 
like JJ or 99 here. Based on my read and my desire for a one-way 
ticket to value town, I shoved in my stack knowing he’ll probably 
call with both hands I put him on. He made the call and I held my 
breath when I tabled my ADQD. A short second of  recognition on 
his face told me I was good. With a fl ick of  the wrist in frustration, 
he mucked JJ … and another palooka leaves town.

Columbo Turns the Page, continued from Page 35

“For me, I’m not off ended by it at all. When 
I lived in Florida, in South Florida there’s a 
lot of Cuban and Spanish people that live 
down there. They see an Asian 
person and they just say Chino, 
you know? So it just hap-
pened to stick amongst me 
and my friends. It’s just some-
thing that stuck. I don’t think 
anyone who has a nickname nor-
mally ever, like, chooses their nickname. 
It’s always chosen by your friends most of 
the time and it’s a nickname you don’t like. 
I don’t care, you can call me anything you 
want as long as I win for the rest of the 
day. — David “Chino” Rheem on whether people 

should be off ended by his nickname or not.

OCT. 9:
DAVID “CHINO” RHEEM
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POKERVISION
Observations from a TiVo junkie.
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In honor of  the World Series of  Poker’s 
November Nine I thought I’d dedicate this 
month’s column to the broadcast you’ll be 
watching at 9 p.m. Nov. 11 on ESPN (and 
over and over again in reruns until the end 
of  time). Have you ever wondered how these 
guys do it? And by “guys” I mean the crew 

at 411 Productions who 
have the unenviable task 
of  fi lming hours and 

hours of  poker foot-
age and weeding 
out what’s not in-
teresting, paring 
down what’s left 
to a few minutes, 
interviewing char-

acters from the fi nal 
table, acquiring old 

photos and home videos 
from these players and inserting them seam-
lessly into coverage that’s neatly packaged for 
you every Tuesday evening. 

“The entire crew will be doing several 
weeks’ worth of  work in a matter of  just a 

few days,” said host Lon McEachern, who’s 
been with ESPN in some capacity since the 
mid 1990s but has called the WSOP cover-
age since 2002. “I have not seen a schedule 
yet, but I know everyone on our crew will be 
working long, late hours to make the show 
happen. The best way to approach these 
types of  situations is to take on a ‘bunker 
mentality.’ No, this won’t be a fun, light expe-
rience but we know it has to get done 
and we will get it done and it will be 
very good television.” 

I asked McEachern to take me 
through his process on a normal 
WSOP production schedule. 

“There are several phases of  
production beginning with the actual 
event, but the bulk of  my work, of  course, 
is the actual announcing, which for scores of  
common-sense reasons we do after the fact 
in a New York City studio over a period of  
several months. I travel to New York from 
my California home about every other week 
from the end of  July until November. During 
the course of  my week in New York we com-

plete four shows and once in a while shoot a 
series of  our on-camera standups. While at 
home I receive packets of  material pertaining 
to the next week’s shows, including working 
copies of  the shows. There is plenty of  home-
work to be done for each show so I stay busy 
when I am not in New York and incorporate 
that with information I gathered while in Las 
Vegas. 

“Once in the studio we will voice 
the show, which takes several hours. 

After a lunch break we get together 
with various producers and watch 
the show and take notes on what 
could be done better and correct 

any errors that slipped out. After 
that Norman (Chad) and I get back 

in the sound booth and do the fi nish work. 
That night we go back to our homes away 
from home and do any last-minute prep work 
needed for the next day’s show.” 

Now imagine that effort being produced 
from the minute the fi nal table ends early in 
the morning Nov. 10 until the show is broad-
cast Nov. 11 at 9 p.m. Quite remarkable, and 

that’s just what Lon and Norman do. It gives you a better appreciation 
of  what you see every week. And you wonder why I’m a TiVo poker 
junkie! 

Speaking of  Norman Chad, I wondered if  having less time to pre-
pare would hurt the chemistry between the announcers since they 
usually have the luxury of  seeing the show ahead of  time and fl esh-
ing out ideas. But McEachern assured me there’s no cause for 
concern. 

“He and I are like that whether we’re in the sound booth 
together doing a show, having dinner or riding the subway 
back to the hotel. We’re just being ourselves and we happen 
to get along and mesh well in the TV world. That will be the 
easy part. … Most of  the fun of  doing the show is wondering 
what Norman will come up with next because I really appreci-
ate his sense of  humor.” 

McEachern, who also hosts the mixed martial arts show Strikeforce 
on NBC, was pretty tightlipped about any surprises ESPN might have 
in store, but that’s just because he honestly didn’t know. He anticipates 
the show will follow the usual two-hour arc with the various storylines 
that took place at (and away from) the fi nal table. 

“All of  our shows are meant to be a seamless capsulation of  an 
event,” he said. “I imagine this year’s main-event fi nal table will be no 
different in terms of  what our goals are. It’s just that the fi nal product 
has to be on the air within hours of  the event ending. That’s where 
any extra pressure will come from. I have no doubt our crew will be 
able to pull it off.” 

So how does he think this fi rst November Nine will be remem-
bered? 

“I sincerely hope the moment is remembered most for the play at 
the table and not for the odd schedule that has resulted from this deci-
sion. I know ESPN and 441 Productions have no desire to infl uence 

the play, and they go out of  their way to make sure that does not hap-
pen. But this change was a Harrah’s decision and we had to work with 
it since they own the WSOP. I take the change as a sign that Harrah’s 
is not afraid to try something new to make the product better and I 
respect them for that. They work closely with a player advisory council 
in many of  the decisions they make.” 

High Stakes Poker update: An inside source, and by that I mean 
co-host A.J. Benza, tells me the fi fth season of  High Stakes 

Poker on GSN is tentatively set to fi lm at the end this month 
with broadcasts beginning in January. Speaking of  High 
Stakes, I couldn’t help but ask McEachern if  he watches the 
competition. 

“Occasionally I’ll watch 
the other shows,” he said. “I 

do not actively avoid them, it’s just 
when I’m home I’m pretty busy 
with other things (and if  the truth be 
told I am not the king of  the remote 
while at home). Each show brings a 
little something different to the genre, which is just how it should be 
and is how they all survive. All poker shows cannot cater to all viewers 
and should not even try to.” 

And does he miss working with Gabe Kaplan, with whom McEach-
ern made his poker broadcasting debut in 2002? 

“Ha! I had a feeling you would ask something like that! Absolutely I 
miss working with Gabe, and I let Norman know it every chance I get. 
There have even been times on the air, when Gabe makes the show as 
a player, that I remind Norman that he’s no Gabe Kaplan. But given 
the current circumstances I am very happy with my on-air partner.” 
— Email me at chris@anteupmagazine.com and let me know what you thought 

of the WSOP Main Event coverage on ESPN. 

BEHIND THE SCENES AT THE WSOP
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Hosts Lon McEachern and Norman Chad take notes
during production of a recent WSOP episode for ESPN.

Depending on how long the WSOP Main 
Event fi nal table takes to conclude, the 
production crew will have less than two 
days to get the show ready for ESPN’s 
broadcast on Nov. 11 at 9 p.m.
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Full Tilt Poker’s offi cial blogger took time out to experience the 
other side of poker journalism by answering some questions for 
Ante Up. The World’s Oldest Online Pro gives us the lowdown on his 
PayLamb venture, his blog and the World Series on two continents.

H
ow’s life on the lam?

To quote Thomas Hobbes, “nasty, brutal, and short.” 
Seems it was a thousand years ago when I told readers 
of  my blog with a confi dent attitude, “You can call me 
Mint Jelly, ’cuz from now on, I’m on the lamb.” There 
is some lag between when I’m writing these words and 
when you’re reading them, but I’ve given up the fantasy 

of  a life of  European capital, expatriate stealth and exotic beauties 
with strange accents (as well as strange beauties with exotic accents) 
for my wife Jo Anne, my kids, my dog, my offi ce, my bed, my pen col-
lection and all the comforts of  home.

What inspired your PayLamb epiphany?

When I suggested the possibility to readers of  the Full Tilt Poker 
Blog that I would start a payment processor named “PayLamb,” I 
was motivated by several things: (1) The real-world problems that Full 
Tilt has in this legal environment − and, necessarily, that its customers 
have − getting money to and from Full Tilt accounts; (2) being a pay-
ment processor is one of  the world’s most lucrative businesses imagin-
able; (3) the irony that the U.S. government’s messed-up, ambiguous 
position on online poker is costing it a fortune in tax revenues and 
costs citizens the extra assurances that federal oversight/regulation/
acknowledgement would provide; and (4) I just fl at-out love saying, 
“You can call me Mint Jelly, ’cuz from now on, I’m on the lam.”

How many of your family or friends actually thought you were serious about 

PayLamb?

At some point, just about everyone believed me. Jo 
Anne and I were laying in bed one Saturday morning 
and I asked her, “For $20 million, would you leave the 
U.S. with me and never return?” I was speaking purely 
theoretically and hypothetically, but in marrying me 
she’s signed up for some pretty strange twists and turns 
over the years, so I had to repeatedly assure her I wasn’t 
actually going to do it. My mom reads the blog and so I 
told her about the story before I left for London (where 
this whole scheme hatched and appeared in the blog 
during the second half  of  September) so she wouldn’t 
freak out. I forgot to tell my dad, who also reads the 
blog, and I found out he was very concerned. A friend 
of  Jo Anne’s who reads the blog was concerned. At least 
one of  my friends confronted me and said, “You’re not freaking seri-
ous, are you?”

If you were serious about being a payment processor, could you succeed?

Everything I’ve done I’ve succeeded ... eventually ... at some level. 
But I’ve usually failed along the way, too. And sometimes I’ve bailed 
out before starting if  I learned it was hopeless. Any and all of  those 
could have happened if  I pursued it. On the other hand, becoming an 
online-poker payment processor is an almost unprecedented oppor-
tunity. If  the government gets its act together, Visa, MasterCard, and 

American Express are going to own this business in a few years. It’s 
like starting a bank − a completely unregulated bank that needs almost 
no physical assets, hands money from one party to another and takes 
a fee for doing so, is a monopoly or near monopoly, and bears almost 
zero fi nancial risk. What’s so hard about that?

What’s the answer to online poker’s troubles in America?

I think poker is going to win in the long run, and online poker’s 
opponents can do it the easy way or the hard way, their choice. The 
easy way is they recognize poker is a game of  skill, that it can’t be 
regulated exactly like casinos (which are regulated at the state level 
and this probably has to be federal, which puts the feds in a new area 
of  regulation, which is always tricky), but should be regulated because 
(a) some federal oversight could assure that minors aren’t playing, all 
fi nancial transactions are above-board, and the government can work 
with the sites on making it tougher for players to collude and abuse 
accounts and screen names; and (b) the government’s cut of  the action 
for giving online poker a pass is billions of  dollars.

Or they can do it the hard way, which is to keep posturing without 
taking much action, which allows online poker to lurch on, without the 
feds getting money and online poker getting someone to help separate 
the honest from the dishonest. Until one day ... at some point, the 
government will put its heavy boot down, like it always does − like it 
did with Billy Baxter, like it did with the Computer Group, etc. − and 
arrest someone and act like they just brought down Osama bin Laden. 

But this “someone” will fi ght them, at a cost of  potential 
personal ruin, and win. Then we’ll all know online poker 
is legal and the government is operated by idiots. The 
government will probably start taxing but not regulating 
it after that, and some people and businesses will be ru-
ined in the meantime.

As a blogger do you fi nd it diffi  cult to write about poker all of 

the time?

I would have been prepared to bet a lot of  money that 
when The Professor, the Banker, and the Suicide King was pub-
lished in June 2005, that was the last I’d ever write about 
poker. As much as I loved that experience and as much as 
I love poker, I never considered myself  a “poker writer” 
and, though I’ve clearly written about little else since 
then, I’ve never been completely comfortable about it. If  

you look through my blog’s archive, you’ll see some of  my best stuff  
(in my subjective opinion) has been divided among traditional poker 
stories and stories having nothing to do with poker, like my wife’s fi ght 
against breast cancer, the burdens of  owning the world’s most expen-
sive dog, and my daughter running away from home.

Do you have to run topics such as PayLamb past Full Tilt before you write 

about them on your blog?

I don’t have to run anything by them and I rarely do. I didn’t men-
tion PayLamb to them. Usually, if  I communicate with them about 
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By Christopher Cosenza 

F
ollowing in the footsteps of  other successful collaborative poker 
works, Winning Poker Tournaments One Hand At a Time Vol. 1 enlists 
three of  the fi nest poker minds on the planet: Jon “PearlJammer” 

Turner, Eric “Rizen” Lynch and Jon “Apestyles” Van Fleet. If  you 
don’t play online or read many poker magazines, then these names 
may not mean much to you. Trust us when we say these three pow-
erhouses have racked up some of  the biggest poker wins (online and 
live) available. 

This volume takes you into their minds during tournaments one 
hand at a time. Unlike Gus Hansen’s book, Every Hand Revealed, in 
which you’re given an anecdotal account of  every hand he played 
regardless of  importance, this is an instructional approach designed to 
put you in different situations leading up to the money bubble. (There 
is a promise of  Vol. 2, which will focus on how to play in tournaments 
after the bubble, so stay tuned.) 

There is, of  course, the obligatory explanation of  the book’s ap-
proach and the mini bios of  these players, but for the most part this 
volume wastes no time and no space. The publisher even kept the trite 
glossary of  terms down to two pages. If  you’re a fan 
of  hand analysis, then this book’s for you. Admitted-
ly inspired by Jim Brier and Bob Ciaffone’s Middle 
Limit Hold’em format, each author uses 50 hands to 
illustrate their thought processes, and they do it in a 
concise manner, rarely using more than two pages to 
reason out a hand from setup to conclusion. 

PearlJammer kicks things off, and like his co-
authors, his ideas are conveyed as if  he’s thinking 
aloud. It’s almost like sitting down with one of  your 
poker buddies and talking hands, except this is Pearl-
Jammer, 2007 Internet Player of  the Year. Hand 35 
is a great example: He has 5H3S and is extremely 
short-stacked. The blinds are 200-400 with a 25 
ante. After he puts in his small blind and ante he 
has just 1,002 chips. It gets folded to him and here’s 
his passage: 

“I could fold, leaving myself  with only 1,002 
chips, but with 825 in the pot and only one oppo-
nent with which to contend, this would be a very 
weak play. Winning the 825 in the pot would make 
such a difference to my stack that many players 
would argue that I should push all-in with any two 
cards. If  I were to push, my opponent would have to 
call only 802 more to win 1,827. He would be look-
ing at 2.28-to-1 pot odds, and given my enormous range 
of  hands from the small blind, he should call every time. So let me as-
sume that my opponent will call 100 percent of  the time in this spot. I 

can also safely assume to be well behind this random hand the vast 
majority of  the time. 

“There is a third option to employ to give myself  
one additional way to win this pot. I could limp and 
then shove on the fl op regardless of  the board! Since 
I know I am getting called if  I shove all-in prefl op, 
and I expect to be way behind a random hand, why 
not give myself  my only shot at winning without a 
showdown by limping in?” 

He goes on to use this third option, which he calls 
the “limp and go,” and the fl op comes KCQH7H. 
He follows through with the shove and his opponent 
folds. These are the types of  nuggets sprinkled liber-
ally throughout the 421 pages of  content that you 
can look forward to if  you pony up the $29.99. 

It’s interesting and educational to compare the 
different styles of  the players, and nowhere is this 
more intriguing than the book’s fi nal chapter called 
20 Collaborative Hands. In this section all three players 
are presented hands and then asked to react to each 
situation. 

At no time are they aware of  each other’s an-
swers, and given how advanced these guys are it’s no 
surprise that their answers rarely differ, but it does 
happen, and that’s when the true playing styles of  
these world-class players become evident. 

Again, if  you learn the most from real-life exam-
ples, if  you like to peruse the poker forums looking for 

hand analysis, if  you’re tired of  countless pages being dedicated to 
fl uff  and beginner concepts, then this is your book. 
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Winning Poker Tournaments 
One Hand At a Time Vol. 1 
By Jon “PearlJammer” 
Turner, Eric “Rizen” Lynch 
and Jon “Apestyles” Van 
Fleet 
Dimat Enterprises, $29.99, 
421 pages. 

l f l b ll b hi d hi d h d h

STRAIGHT TO THE POINT
Poker triumvirate uses effi cient format and easy writing to guide you past the bubble, one hand at a time.

“There is a third option to employ to give myself  one 
additional way to win this pot. I could limp and then 
shove on the fl op regardless of  the board!”
— Jon “PearlJammer” Turner, referring to his “limp and go” strategy.

Eric “Rizen” Lynch is 

one of the co-authors, 

and considered one of 

the best online players 

in the world.

Eric “Rizen” Lynch is 

one of the co-authors, 

and considered one of 

the best online players 

in the world.
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Thousands of Florida poker players have read 
Ante Up, Florida’s Poker Magazine. If you want

to reach them, we’re your best bet.
Ads start at just $250

Want the world? Ante Up can give you that, too.
Our Internet poker show is downloaded by

thousands in more than 30 countries every Friday.
Ads start at just $100.

Ante Up, Florida’s Poker Magazine, can be found in more than 100 locations.
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Altamonte Springs

All In Poker Series events 
Auburndale

BigSlickHoldemPoker.com events
Belleview

WPTAPL events
Boca Raton

All In Free Poker events
WPTAPL events
Bonita Springs

Naples-Ft. Myers Greyhound Track
World Poker Store events
Boyton Beach

WPTAPL events
Bradenton

Treasure Chest Poker events
Brandon

Elite Poker Challenge events
Cape Canaveral

BigSlickHoldemPoker.com events
Cape Coral

World Poker Store events
Casselberry

WPTAPL events
Clearwater

Treasure Chest Poker events
WPTAPL events
Clermont

WPTAPL events
Cocoa

BigSlickHoldemPoker.com events
Cocoa Beach

BigSlickHoldemPoker.com events
Coconut Creek

Seminole Casino Coconut Creek
Cooper City

Bar Poker Pros locations
Coral Springs

All In Free Poker events
Bar Poker Pros events
Free Poker 4 Real events
Dania

Dania Jai-Alai
Bar Poker Pros events
Dania Beach

Bar Poker Pros events
Davenport

BigSlickHoldemPoker.com events
Davie

All In Free Poker events
Bar Poker Pros events
Daytona Beach

Daytona Beach Kennel Club
BigSlickHoldemPoker.com events
Deerfi eld Beach

Bar Poker Pros events
Delray

Bar Poker Pros events
Delray Beach

Bar Poker Pros events
Deltona

BigSlickHoldemPoker.com events
WPTAPL events

Dunedin

Treasure Chest Poker events
WPTAPL events
Ebro

Ebro Greyhound Park
Fellsmere

BigSlickHoldemPoker.com events
Fleming Island

Jax Poker Association events
Fort Lauderdale

All In Free Poker events
Bar Poker Pros events
Free Poker 4 Real events
Fort Myers

World Poker Store events
Fort Pierce

Fort Pierce Jai-Alai
Fort Walton Beach

Free Poker Network events
Pleasure Island Poker events
Grant

BigSlickHoldemPoker.com events
Green Cove Springs

Jax Poker Association events
Hallandale

Gulfstream Park
Mardi Gras Racetrack
Hallandale Beach

All In Free Poker events
Bar Poker Pros events
Hialeah

Bar Poker Pros events
Hollywood

Seminole Casino Hollywood
Seminole Hard Rock Hollywood
Bar Poker Pros events
Hudson

WPTAPL events
Immokalee

Seminole Casino Immokalee
Indian Rocks Beach

Treasure Chest Poker events
Jacksonville

St. Johns Greyhound Park
Jax Poker Association events
First Coast Poker events
Southeast Hold’em events

Jasper

Hamilton Jai-Alai & Poker
Kissimmee

BigSlickHoldemPoker.com events
Southeast Hold’em events
Lake Buena Vista

All In Poker Series events
Lakeland

BigSlickHoldemPoker.com events
Lake Mary

WPTAPL events
Lake Wales

BigSlickHoldemPoker.com events
Lake Worth

All In Free Poker events
WPTAPL events
Largo

Elite Poker Challenge events
Lighthouse Point

All In Free Poker events
Lithia

Elite Poker Challenge events
Longwood

WPTAPL events
Mary Esther

Pleasure Island Poker events
Macclenny

Jax Poker Association events
Margate

All In Free Poker events
Free Poker 4 Real events
Melbourne

Melbourne Greyhound Park
BigSlickHoldemPoker.com events
Merritt Island

BigSlickHoldemPoker.com events
Miami

Flagler Dog Track
Miami Jai-Alai
Miccosukee Resort
Bar Poker Pros events
Miami Beach

Bar Poker Pros events
Miami Lakes

Bar Poker Pros events

Naples

World Poker Store events
North Fort Myers

World Poker Store events
North Miami Beach

Bar Poker Pros events
Oakland Park

Bar Poker Pros events
Ocala

WPTAPL events
Ocoee

WPTAPL events
Okeechobee

Seminole Casino Brighton
Oldsmar

Treasure Chest Poker events
Orange City

WPTAPL events
Orange Park

Orange Park Kennel Club
Southeast Hold’em events
Jax Poker Association events
Orlando

All In Poker Series events 
BigSlickHoldemPoker.com events
Elite Poker Challenge events
WPTAPL events
Southeast Hold’em events
Oviedo

All In Poker Series events
Elite Poker Challenge events
WPTAPL events
Palmetto

Treasure Chest Poker events
Palm Bay

BigSlickHoldemPoker.com events
Palm Harbor

Elite Poker Challenge events
Treasure Chest Poker events
Pembroke Pines

All In Free Poker events
Bar Poker Pros events
Plantation

All In Free Poker events
Bar Poker Pros events

Pompano Beach

Isle Casino
All In Free Poker events
Bar Poker Pros events
Ponte Vedra

Jax Poker Association events
Reddick

Ocala Jai-Alai
Riviera Beach

Palm Beach Princess
Sanford

All In Poker Series events 
WPTAPL events
Southeast Hold’em events 
Sarasota

Sarasota Kennel Club
Sebastian

BigSlickHoldemPoker.com events
Sebring

BigSlickHoldemPoker.com events
Seff ner

Elite Poker Challenge events
Shalimar

Pleasure Island Poker events
Spring Hill

Treasure Chest Poker events
St. Cloud

Southeast Hold’em events 
St. Petersburg

Treasure Chest Poker events
Sunrise

Bar Poker Pros events
Suntree

BigSlickHoldemPoker.com events
Tamarac

All In Free Poker events
Free Poker 4 Real events
Tarpon Springs

Treasure Chest Poker events
Tampa

Tampa Bay Downs
Tampa Greyhound Track
Elite Poker Challenge events
Treasure Chest Poker events
WPTAPL events
Titusville

BigSlickHoldemPoker.com events
Vero Beach

WPTAPL events
West Melbourne

BigSlickHoldemPoker.com events
West Palm Beach

Palm Beach Kennel Club
Bar Poker Pros events
Windermere

All In Poker Series events 
Winter Haven

BigSlickHoldemPoker.com events
Wilton Manors

All In Free Poker events
Winter Park

Elite Poker Challenge events
WPTAPL events

CALL (727) 331-4335 TO ADVERTISE OR DISTRIBUTE ANTE UP, FLORIDA’S POKER MAGAZINE.

FLORIDA’S POKER MAGAZINE

SHOW OFF YOUR BUSINESS TO EVERY POKER PLAYER IN THE SUNSHINE STATE.
such things, it’s about what I’m NOT writing. For instance, when 
there are stories about some kind of  cheating at some other site, you 
could argue that I SHOULD be writing about it. The forums are go-
ing crazy, everyone in online poker is talking about it, it 
ought to be in my wheelhouse, a bunch of  people would 
read it, etc. So I’ll drop one of  my many bosses a line 
and explain why I’m not writing about it. My reason-
ing: no matter what I write, I’ll be accused of  either (a) 
condemning Full Tilt’s competitors, kicking them when 
they’re down, or (b) being an apologist for online poker, 
which employs me.

 In general, I’m out of  the loop at Full Tilt, which 
is how I like it. I’m not kidding myself: I’m not doing 
Woodward & Bernstein stuff  and this blog isn’t the 
Washington Post. It’s a come-on to get people to play on-
line poker. But at the same time, I feel separate enough 
from the organization that I can write what I want and 
even occasionally complain about how Full Tilt does 
things. I’ve never been to their offi ces, I have no idea of  their manage-
ment structure; I don’t know how they operate any of  their business. 
I’m fi ne with that.

You’ve experienced the World Series on two continents. What are some of the 

diff erences?

World Series of  Poker-Europe is, in a few respects, how I imagine 
the World Series felt during the ’80s, when giants such as Al Alvarez 
and Anthony Holden were writing about it. Intimate events loaded 
with tough players. 

When I played the H.O.R.S.E. this year, my starting table had Da-
vid Benyamine, Barny Boatman, Jens Voertmann and Layne Flack. 
That’s three bracelets just in the 2008 WSOP! (Florida’s) Vanessa 
Rousso joined the table later. Flack got moved ... and David Williams 
took his place. The play was intense, the atmosphere friendly.

But I think Harrah’s is really hitting its stride with the “Vegas” 
World Series of  Poker. They are learning to accommodate the huge 
events that the market is demanding, and also providing a variety 
of  games and buy-ins so the same high-rolling, experienced crowd 
at my H.O.R.S.E. table can play a $5,000-$10,000 buy-in event in 
H.O.R.S.E., or mixed hold’em, or the split games and mostly duke it 
out amongst themselves.

Now let’s move on to your poker career. You recently won the Sunday Mulligan 

tournament on Full Tilt for more than $47K, your biggest 

cash. Can you take us through a tough spot or turning point 

and how you worked your way through it?

Not long before, I had won a similar tournament 
on Full Tilt − $50,000 Guarantee, also with about 
1,000 players − so my memories crisscross. They 
also had some things in common and are contribut-
ing to my improving understanding of  the dynam-
ics of  late-stage online tournaments. In general, I 
think the players toward the end of  the tournament 
are either waiting for big hands or chopping. I’m 
learning the chopping game. I already play more 
aggressively than most other successful online tour-
nament players − I probably play two-three times as 
many hands as, say, Jon “PearlJammer” Turner. Now I’m focusing on 
cutting risks, switching up, getting paid off  on big hands, fl at-calling 
raises in position and stealing on the fl op, and especially how to keep 
from losing big pots.

For instance, I’m developing a theory that I haven’t seen anyplace 
else and originally struck me as counter-intuitive. The big problem 
with having a good stack (and I pride myself  on being a good short-
stack player but I typically succeed in online tournaments as a front-
runner) and playing aggressive is that you encourage short-stacks to 
move-in against you. Then you’re stuck with the odds to call them 
with mediocre hands. I’m starting to think it may be BETTER to have 
short stacks to your right and big stacks to your left. Assuming the big 

stacks are solid, conservative players (and not maniacs like me!), I can 
get away when they give me action, even allowing me to “steal” in ear-
ly position. And by being after the short stacks, I reduce the chances 

get getting action I can’t get away from.
Editing the Full Tilt Poker Strategy Guide and writing the Pro-

fessor the Banker and the Suicide King certainly had helped your 

game, but how much of your results do you attribute to develop-

ing your own style?

I think if  I had merely READ the Strategy Guide − sev-
eral times, closely − and played as much online poker as 
I’ve played (1,500-2,000 tourneys a year), I would be a 
winning player. The lessons sunk in extra-well because I 
was helping present them but it’s not like I got a lot of  ex-
tra instruction that’s not in the book. There’s some great 
advice there. It formed the foundation of  my game and, 
with a lot of  experience trying it out and experimenting 
in online tournaments, I’ve made it my own.

How would you describe your style?

In no-limit hold’em? Before the antes kick in, I want to see a lot of  
fl ops, look for ways to win big pots, maybe “pose” a little as a loose 
player but I’m really looking for ways to get someone’s entire stack, es-
pecially when I can do it after the fl op. After the antes, I want to be the 
player who brings the action. (This is generally not the case if  I have 
a short stack, though.) No matter what position I’m in, I’m looking to 
raise if  no one’s in the pot. And if  someone’s in the pot, I’m looking 
for situations to fl at-call in position to hit a fl op or steal on the fl op. My 
template is “I’m doing it unless ...” The “unless” is what I learn about 
the players: who defends their blind a lot and who doesn’t, who might 
be looking to “put me in line” for raising so often, whose stack size do 
I have to worry about (loose big stacks, tight small stacks), who’s not 
playing with me unless they have a big hand, who’s folding their way 
to the money, who can give me trouble later in the hand (it’s only here 
that I start evaluating my own hand in this process − my nightmare is 
raising with 7-6, getting called, hitting second pair, and then having to 
sort through an all-in situation), and all the other ways I try to take the 
temperature of  the table every hand.

Do you bluff  much?

I try to semi-bluff  a lot. Big bluffs don’t work that much online − a 
lot of  guys will call with anything and fi gure there’s another $75 tour-
nament starting in 15 minutes if  they’re wrong. But I’m always looking 

for situations − weakness by opponents, the texture 
of  the fl op − where I can get away with one.

Was there a breakthrough point in your tournament ca-

reer, one where you went from small cashes and average 

results to more consistent cashes and a big score now and 

then?

There wasn’t one particular time. I think I just 
keep accumulating experience and improving, es-
pecially in situations late in tournaments. I’ve defi -
nitely gotten better at managing the downside of  
the aggressiveness game, better at dealing with re-
versals of  fortune, and especially better at playing a 
short stack. In one of  the Sunday $750K Guaran-
tees on Full Tilt, I lost a giant pot (trips over trips) 

and was left with just 48 chips. We were still 200 from the money and I 
didn’t even have enough to post the full ante, which was 50. They paid 
500 spots and I fi nished 64th. Obviously, you need a certain amount 
of  luck there. But you also need patience, an even temperament, and 
good judgment.

And fi nally, do you ever miss practicing law and what would it take to get you 

back into a courtroom?

If  you ever hear I’m back in a courtroom, it’s either because I’m in 
big trouble because someone’s sued me, or I’m in big trouble because 
I have to return to law to make a buck. I loved practicing law, but that 
was then. I love what I’m doing now − which is NOT practicing law 
− even more.
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Craig’s blog

You can read about Michael 
Craig’s adventures as a 
friend to fascinating poker 
personalities, observer of 
some of outrageous poker 
stories, and as the world’s 
oldest “online poker pro” 
at www.FullTiltPoker.com/
poker-blog.
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OONNEE--EYEYEED D JAJACKCKS S PPOOKKEER R RROOOOMM
Home of the Pros vs. Joes Poker Series

For more information call (941) 355-7744 x1054 or go to skcpoker.com

GAVIN SMITH 
INVITATIONAL

Play with the “People’s Champion”

NOVEMBER 26-29, 2008

 SATELLITES
• 2-winner single-table 
satellites will be run for 
all events.

• Super Satellites for 
main event begin Friday, 
October 17 at 7 p.m.

• We guarantee nine 
seats in each Super and 
the buy-in is $60 with an 
optional $50 add-on.

• Only 150 seats will be 
sold to the main event. 
The other 100 seatS will 
be won by single-table or 
super satellite. 

• Registration will open 
on Friday, October 17.

Event #1, Nov. 26 (WED.) 6:30 p.m.
$225 + $25 Buy-In NL Hold’em Event
4,500 chips (1,500 more for $5 dealer add-on)
30-minute levels
Guaranteed Prize Pool of $25,000
Limited to 180 players

Event #2,  Nov. 27 (Thanksgiving) 5p.m.
$130 + $20 Buy-In NL Hold’em Event
3,500 chips (1,500 more for $5 dealer add-on)
25-minute levels
Guaranteed Prize Pool of $20,000
Limited to 220 players

Main Event, Nov 28 (FRI.) 1p.m.
$720 + $70 Buy-In NL Hold’em Event
6,000 chips (2,000 more for $10 dealer add-on)
40-minute levels
$50,000 1st Place Guarantee 
Limited to 250 players

Second Chance, Nov 29 (SAT.) 3:30 p.m.
$300 + $30 Buy-In NL Hold’em Event
6,000 chips (1,500 more for $10 dealer add-on)
30-minute levels
$10,000 1st Place Guarantee 
Limited to 150 players

3% of each prize pool will be withheld for all tournament staff and dealers.

There will be a bounty on Gavin’s head in each event.


