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Nearly six years ago, we launched Ante Up as “Florida’s 
Poker Magazine.” Less than a year and a half  later, Ante Up, 
now “Your Poker Magazine,” expanded into the Southeast, 
up the Atlantic Coast and, eventually, nationwide. Along the 
way, we added new products, such as Ante Up Poker Cruises 
and the Ante Up Poker Tour.

From the beginning, the two of  us have been side-by-side 
through it all. Like an old married couple, we’ve had our 
share of  disagreements, but at the end of  the day, it’s much 
easier being two than one. Christopher Cronin had a similar 
dream three years ago. He launched Arizona Poker News, even-
tually changing it to Southwest Poker News as he expanded his 
publication into several more states. And he did it without the 
help of  a business partner. 

Knowing how hard it was to launch and expand a poker 
publication with just the two of  us is why we have so much 
respect for what Cronin has accomplished on his own and 
why we’re excited to announce with this issue that Southwest 
Poker News is merging into Ante Up, and Cronin is joining Ante 
Up as our Director of  Sales. (Story, Page 8). 

Cronin, of  course, didn’t do it alone. He had a lot of  help 
from family and friends, many of  whom will join Team Ante 
Up. We didn’t do it alone, either, also having a lot of  help 
from family and friends. Combined, we’ll endeavor to build 
on the success of  Ante Up by expanding our coverage of  the 
Southwest as we welcome Southwest Poker News readers and 
advertisers. The merger will mean more than that, too, as it 
helps position Ante Up to do things more quickly than it (and 
Southwest Poker News) could do by itself. Stay tuned for details 
as we explore all of  the possibilities that are now within our 
collective reach. It’s much easier being two than one. 

We’ll see you at the tables.
— Christopher Cosenza and Scott Long
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Clearwater, FL 33761
727-331-4335 • editor@anteupmagazine.com

OUR MISSION
Ante Up, YOUR Poker Magazine, is dedicated to everyday poker players and their poker rooms.

PUBLISHERS
Christopher Cosenza • chris@anteupmagazine.com

Scott Long • scott@anteupmagazine.com

ADVERTISING
Christopher Cronin, Director of Sales • (Western casinos, 480-217-2589)

Michael Cambria • (Eastern Casinos, 508-208-5063) 
Scott Long • (Partnerships, AUPT, 727-331-4335) 

anteupmagazine.com/advertise • advertising@anteupmagazine.com

POKER CRUISES 
Jeanne Cosenza • cruises@anteupcruises.com (727-742-3843) 

AMBASSADORS
Jonathan Zaun • N. Arizona • anteupjonathanz@gmail.com 

Brian Pedersen • S. Arizona • anteupsouthernaz@gmail.com 
Jo Kim • Atlantic City/Philadelphia • anteupjokim@gmail.com 

Dave Palm • Los Angeles • la.anteup@gmail.com
Garrett Roth • Northern California • roth@anteupmagazine.com 

Kittie Aleman • Southern California • anteupkittie@gmail.com 
“Chicago” Joe Giertuga • Chicagoland/Indiana • chicago.joe@comcast.net

Rick Gershman • Colorado • rickgershman@gmail.com 
Ken Warren • Iowa • anteupken@gmail.com

Matt Stroud • Louisiana • matt.anteup@gmail.com 
Michael Young • Mid-Atlantic • anteupmike@gmail.com

John Somsky • Minnesota • john.somsky@gmail.com 
Jennifer Gay • Mississippi • jennifergay80@hotmail.com
Don Matusofsky • Missouri • anteupdonm@gmail.com
Mary Bradley • New Mexico • anteupmary@gmail.com

Mark Rhoades • North Carolina • markr@carolina.rr.com
Patrick Gallagher • Northeast • anteupne@gmail.com 

Dan Harkenrider • Ohio/W. Va/W. Pa. • anteupdan@gmail.com 
Robert Kelly • N. Oklahoma-Kansas • anteuprob@gmail.com 

John D. Short • S. Oklahoma-Texas • anteupjohndshort@gmail.com
Philip Dobrikin • Pacific Northwest • anteupphil@gmail.com

Charles Allison • North Florida • anteupcharles@gmail.com 
Andrew Malowitz • Central Florida • anteupandrew@gmail.com

“Big” Dave Lemmon • South Florida • bigdave@pokeractionline.com
Leslie Pauls • Reno • anteupcali@gmail.com

Rob Solomon • Las Vegas • rob@allvegaspoker.com
Chad Holloway • Wisconsin • anteupchad@yahoo.com

CONTRIBUTORS
David Apostolico, Dr. Stephen Bloomfield, Mark Brement, Joel Gatlin, 

Matthew Gregoire, Sean Hansen, Donovan Livingston, Joe Navarro and Antonio Pinzari 

DISTRIBUTION • SUBSCRIPTIONS
Ante Up is free for poker rooms. Call (727) 331-4335 • Individual subscriptions 

are $30 per 12 issues or $5 per copy • anteupmagazine.com/magazine 

POLICIES
All material in Ante Up is copyrighted and all rights are reserved. Reproduction of 

material without Ante Up’s consent is forbidden. We do not endorse services or 
products advertised, nor are we responsible for ad copy.

4  |   FEBRUARY 2014   |   anteupmagazine.com   |   @anteupmagazine

Welcome, SWPN
Christopher 
Cosenza

Scott 
Long

FOLLOW US
facebook.com/anteupmagazine

Twitter: @anteupmagazine

Download the free QR Reader app to your 
smartphone at gettag.mobi or in your app store. 
When you see a QR code, scan it with the app 
and your phone will take you to vibrant content 
such as results, photos, stories, MP3s, videos or 
even offers from our advertisers.

What’s this?





Cordova Casino in California 
will host its first AUPT event this 
month, plus Running Aces in 
Minnesota will host its second 
AUPT series as part of its spring 
event in March. 48-49

California
NORCAL: The WPT’s California 
Swing is making its way through 
the Golden State, culminating at 
Thunder Valley. 12
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another successful World Series 
of Poker Circuit event. 14
L.A.: Hollywood Park track closes, 
but the renovated casino, includ-
ing poker, remains open. 12
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Ante Up Poker Media LLC and Arizona Poker News LLC 
have announced Southwest Poker News has merged into 

Ante Up, Your Poker Magazine, effective this issue.
“We’re excited to welcome Southwest Poker News readers and 

advertisers to Ante Up,” said Scott Long, who, with Christopher 
Cosenza, owns Ante Up Poker Media LLC and Ante Up, Your 
Poker Magazine. “Our combined forces will further cement Ante 
Up as the nation’s leading poker publication, and the potential 
for future growth is endless.”

Christopher Cronin, founder of  Arizona Poker News LLC and 
Southwest Poker News, will become Director of  Sales for Ante 
Up Poker Media LLC and will be based in the Phoenix metro 
area.

“I really feel that the hard work and dedication from my-
self  and my staff  has been recognized, and we look forward 
to bringing our readers the same great coverage on a much 
larger scale,” said Cronin, who retains ownership of  Arizona 
Poker News LLC and the Southwest Poker News name. “I am also 
very thankful for the advertising partners who have remained 
loyal, and made it possible to bring the poker players of  the 
Southwest all of  your poker news each month. Scott Long and 

Chris Cosenza are great guys and we share the common goal 
of  becoming the No. 1 media source for every poker player.”

Ante Up will increase its press run to 40,000 copies monthly 
and its distribution locations to more than 280 casinos and 
poker rooms nationwide as a result of  the merger, and expects 
to significantly increase its page count as it expands its coverage 
in Southwestern states.

Several Southwest Poker News writers will join Ante Up to help 
bolster that coverage. Jonathan Zaun (Phoenix/North Arizona), 
Brian Pedersen (Tucson/South Arizona), Hans Hollenbeck (Colora-
do) and John D. Short (Southern Oklahoma/Texas) will become 
Ante Up Ambassadors in their respective regions. Donovan Liv-
ingston will write features and assist with New Mexico’s cover-
age. Mark Brement and Sean Hansen will join Ante Up’s stable of  
strategy columnists.

“For the past three years, Southwest Poker News has been the 
dominant poker news source in Arizona, New Mexico and oth-
er Southwestern states,” Long said. “With Chris Cronin now 
on our team, Ante Up looks forward to continuing that great 
work and giving the players and casinos in that region the na-
tional exposure that they so richly deserve.” S

N
E

W
S SWPN MERgES iNTO ANTE UP

Ante Up and Southwestern Poker News have joined forces to become the No. 1 poker media 
source in America. SWPN founder Christopher Cronin is named Ante Up’s Director of Sales.
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By Christopher Cronin

I have often told friends and family (and probably a lot of  
strangers) if  they don’t like what they do for a living, they 

should do something different. I never understood why people 
would stay in a job that makes them miserable. For nearly 20 
years, I’ve worked in and around the ca-
sino industry with most of  my positions 
involving poker in some way, and I’ve 
been playing this game for 25 years. 

I truly enjoy poker and all of  the 
challenges it brings. In 2010, I had an 
idea to start a small newspaper publica-
tion to report on all of  the poker hap-
penings within Arizona, and make it 
something players would want to pick 
up each month. 

With a lot of  help from people who 
also love the game, and a lot of  faith 
from advertisers, we were successful. Ari-
zona Poker News expanded into New Mexico, Oklahoma, Colo-
rado, California, and Nevada. We upgraded from newspaper 
to a magazine and changed the name to Southwest Poker News.

It’s a great feeling to create something new and watch it grow. 
Christopher Cosenza and Scott Long started out much the same way 
I did, with a regional magazine based out of  Florida, and have 

fashioned a product that’s wildly successful. They grew Florida’s 
Poker Magazine to the national powerhouse publication Ante Up, 
Your Poker Magazine. 

We had talked with each other over the course of  the past 
year, and have a mutual respect that comes from knowing how 

difficult it was to grow our businesses. 
They’re both great guys that care about 
their readers and advertising partners, 
and I couldn’t think of  better people 
with whom to associate myself  and my 
business.

My intent always has been to bring 
poker players the information they want 
to read, and SWPN has gained many 
loyal readers over the past few years. 
I’m extremely excited about our merger, 
and can’t wait to see how great we can 
make our product now. 

I assure you we’ll continue to bring 
you news about all of  the poker in your local area or region. 
However, now you will be able to keep track of  the rest of  the 
poker world as well. Last year, I visited 103 casinos and met 
many terrific people along the way. With my new position as 
Director of  Sales, I’m hoping to visit even more poker rooms 
this year and meet many of  you. S

this merger is good for all of us

Chris has been around poker for 25 years.
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california swing coming your way

gARRETT ROTH 
NORCAL

The World Poker Tour will have three major events called 
the California Swing, which runs until March 19, hitting 

some of  the most popular rooms on the West Coast. This is the 
perfect opportunity for players to explore the 
California coastline while getting three shots 
at a nationally televised final table and major 
title.

The swing starts with one of  the most popu-
lar series in the world, the Los Angeles Poker 
Classic at the Commerce Casino (Jan. 17, with 
the $10K main on March 1), the world’s larg-
est poker room and home to many top pros. 

Next on the swing is one of  the most unique and player-
favorite events on tour, the Bay 101 Shooting Star in San 
Jose. This series features a $7,500 main event (March 10-14), 

which always has an impressive turnout considering the $2,500 
bounty attached to the selected “shooting star” pros. The series 
also features a $2K event (March 9-10) and a $25K high roller 
(March 12-13).

The final stop on the swing will be the Rolling Thunder at 
Thunder Valley in Lincoln. This is the first time the WPT and 
Thunder Valley have partnered for a series and they expect a 
great turnout. 

The inaugural Rolling Thunder series will feature a $3,500 
main event on March 15. There will be two Day 1s and the 
final table will be March 19. The other events in the series are 
a $100K guarantee ($1,100, March 14), six-max ($340, March 
17), $20K black-chip bounty ($300, March 17), HORSE ($235, 
March 18) and a $25K guarantee ($235, March 18).
— Email garrett Roth at roth@anteupmagazine.com.

PACIFIC NORTHWEST

Get ready to play poker on the high seas. The poker room at 
Snoqualmie (Wash.) Casino is giving away 10 Ante Up Poker 
Cruise packages through some fantastic promotions running 
through February. The cruise packages, which will be for the 
March 30-April 6 sailing out of  the Port of  Los Angeles to the 
Mexican Riviera, will include everything to get you on the Nor-
wegian Cruise Line ship.

Players can earn entries into cruise drawings by making a 
flush or better in any live poker game. Drawings will be every 

Thursday evening in February. There will be four cash prizes of  
$250 ($100 if  not playing in a live poker game) and one poker 
cruise package.

Also, the NFL Big Game Hot Seats promotion on Feb. 2 will 
award $400 to someone after every field goal or touchdown 
and $800 when the Seahawks score. There will be 10 cash 
drawings guaranteed, plus one poker cruise package awarded 
at halftime of  the Super Bowl and another package at 9 p.m. 
after the game.

You can get information on this or any other Ante Up Poker 
Cruise at anteupcruises.com. S

Snoqualmie giving away 10 Ante Up cruises
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You may have heard Hollywood Park closed shortly before 
Christmas. I remember hearing something about it a few 

years ago, but not a lot since. I nearly forgot about it until it was 
all over the local news and in the newspapers 
here in Southern California. But how would 
this affect the casino, especially since it just had 
a grand re-opening after a pretty significant re-
model a little more than two years ago?

You can get a lot of  helpful information 
from hollywoodparktomorrow.com, but the 
plan is to redevelop the area. The project could 
take eight years to complete once construction 

is started. It will be made up of  nearly 3,000 residential units, 
a 25-acre park, 75K square feet of  office space, a retail and 
entertainment center, including a 16-screen movie theater, and 
a 300-room hotel. It appears the casino will stay as it is, which 
is good news if  you’re reading this.

HUSTLER CASiNO: As 2013 came to a close, Hustler Casino fin-
ished the year strong with Larry Flynt’s Holiday Poker Classic. 
Ending on Dec. 29, the $500 main event crushed the $200K 

guarantee ($280,260) as Rubin Chappell took first place for more 
than $65K. In the $250K guarantee $125 entry with one $100 
add-on, Phillip Zangwill outlasted more than 1,100 runners for 
$38K. The big $500K guarantee $160 entry with one $100 
add-on had a ridiculous pool of  $775K. Zeke Ramirez was the 
big winner in this one, taking home $150K as he bested more 
than 3,600 runners. 

ANTE UP CRUiSE: I want to remind everyone of  the first West 
Coast Ante Up Poker Cruise. It’s seven nights and embarks 
from Port of  Los Angeles on March 30 on Norwegian Cruise 
Line’s Star. There will be stops in Cabo San Lucas, Mazatlan 
and Puerto Vallarta. 

There will be an Ante Up Poker Room aboard ship with 
poker lessons, strategy discussion, cash games and tournaments 
with a professional staff  and dealers. It’s basically a floating ca-
sino, where your room and five-star dining are included in the 
package price. All you are left with at the end is your bar tab 
and any excursions you chose. Hopefully we’ll see you there.
— Email Dave Palm at LA.AnteUp@gmail.com or follow him on Twitter 
@AnteUpLosAngele.

DAVE PALM 
LOS ANgELES

Hollywood Park closes, but not the casino 





Shahin Edalatdju outlasted 329 players to take down the Har-
rah’s Rincon World Series of  Poker Circuit Main Event in 

December. He received $116,325 and a gold ring.  
Iranian-born Edalatdju came to the United States 30 years 

ago with $20 in his pocket. 
“This is the greatest country in the world,” 

he said. “You can be anything you want.”
He’s a self-employed owner of  two gas sta-

tions in San Diego.
The final table on Day 3 took nearly 11 

hours. Edalatdju and second-place finisher 
Steve Firestone played heads-up for almost five 
hours. Heads-up play began with Firestone 
holding a substantial lead with 5.2 million to 
Edalatdju’s 1.4 million. But Edalatdju mounted 

a slow and steady comeback, as the players exchanged the lead 
a few times. 

On the final hand, Edalatdju was ahead with pocket eights 

against Firestone’s A-4. The board changed nothing and Fires-
tone earned $71,924 for second.

There were 330 entries (24 more than last year) to generate 
a $495K prize pool, as 70 players made Day 2.

Some notable players included WSOP bracelet-winners Eric 
Baldwin, Brent Hanks, Sam Stein and Robert “RCW” Cheung. WSOPC 
ring-winner Sean Burson was there, too, and was the only 
notable to cash, finishing ninth.

Tom McEvoy, a member of  the Poker Hall of  Fame and 1983 
world champ, made it to Day 2 (a couple of  days after finishing 
second in Event 9), but busted short of  the money.  

WSOP bracelet-holder Arkadiy Tsinis finished 30th for $3,312. 
Alexandru Masek recently won his seventh career circuit ring, 
(Event 8). He went out 25th ($3,757). November Niner Soi 
Nguyen was 16th ($5,960).

San Diego’s Drew Merrick won two events at this series, Events 
1 and 9. 
— Email Kittie Aleman at anteupkittie@gmail.com.

KiTTiE 
ALEMAN 

SOCAL

edalatdju wins wsoPc rincon event
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WSOP Circuit, Harrah’s Rincon, San Diego, Calif., Dec. 5-16

Event 1 • $365 NLHE
Entries: 221 • Pool: $66,300
Drew Merrick, $16,576

Event 2 • $365 NLHE
Entries: 155 • Pool: $46,500
Mark Alag, $12,555

Event 3 • $365 NLHE
Entries: 444 • Pool: $133,200
Jorge Walker, $29,302

Event 4 • $365 NLHE
Entries:138  • Pool: $41,400
Josh Reichard, $11,589

Event 5 • $365 NLHE
Entries: 135 • Pool: $40,500
Nyle Rock, $11,341

Event 6 • $365 6-Max
Entries: 141 • Pool: $42,300
Ted Woolridge, $12,054

Event 7 • $365 PLO
Entries: 74 • Pool: $22,200
Mitch Schock, $7,548

Event 8 • $365 NLHE
Entries: 151 • Pool: $45,300
Alexandru Masek, $12,231

Event 9 • $580 NLHE
Entries: 126 • Pool: $63K
Drew Merrick, $17,639

$1,675 Main Event
Entries: 330 • Pool: $495K
Shahin Edalatdju, $116,325

Event11 • $365 NLHE
Entries: 106 • Pool: $31,800
Brian Strey, $9,542

Event 12 • $365 NLHE
Entries: 89 • Pool: $26,700
Tim Campbell, $8,545

Heartland Poker Tour will be in the Golden State at Agua 
Caliente Casino Resort Spa near Palm Springs for a 10-day 
series starting Feb. 27.

The final table of  the main event will be March 10 and 
will be nationally televised later in the year.

“We are thrilled at this opportunity for poker players to 
experience our world-class resort by hosting the HPT,” Agua 
Caliente general manager C.J. graham said.

The casino features a 20-table poker room, along with 
nearly 1,400 of  the latest slots and many styles of  table 
games. The four-diamond resort property also includes a 
340-room hotel with a full-service spa. Players will enjoy 
many popular dining options at Agua Caliente, including an 
award-winning restaurant, the Steakhouse.

Two one-hour episodes will be filmed at Agua Caliente. 
See the ad on the facing page for more details. S

Agua Caliente to host HPT stop on Feb. 27
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The fourth annual World Series of  Poker Circuit event at 
the Palm Beach Kennel Club begins Feb. 5 with a guar-

anteed million-dollar prize pool on the line in Event 1, all for a 
reasonable $580 buy-in per entry.  

With three WSOPCs under his belt, director 
of  poker Noah Carbone feels his staff  has every-
thing down pat.

“We won’t have the problem of  long lines 
like we had two years ago, because we have a 
better registration process in place, including 
an online registration system with very minimal 
fees,” he said.

The big change this year for the opener will be an additional 
opening session on Friday night, giving players as many as five 
opportunities to take shot at the $1 million prize pool. The re-
entry event kicks off  with Day 1A on Feb. 5 at 11 a.m., with 
additional sessions on Feb. 6-8 at 11 a.m., plus that Friday night 
session at 7.

“We wanted to give an extra opportunity for those 9-to-5 
guys to give people a shot after their work week, then they can 
still try again on Saturday if  necessary,” Carbone said.

With a mantra of  “12 rings in 12 days,” the series will feature 
10 hold’em events with most buy-ins at $365 (the main event 
will feature two opening sessions on Feb. 14-15 with a $1,675 
buy-in). Jonathan Tamayo won last year’s championship event.  

The two other games, PLO/8 or better and HORSE, will 
run back-to-back early in the series as 
Events 2 and 3.

“We don’t want to leave out the guys that 
play mixed games,” Carbone said. “In fact, 
we had the biggest field for HORSE on the 
entire circuit last year.”  

The kennel club, with its two poker 
rooms, will have 75 tables in place to ac-
commodate the huge opening event field, 
along with the numerous satellites and cash 
games that always surround such a big 
event. The WSOPC will again have special 
Player of  the Tournament standings, which 
will award an entry into the million-dollar 
freeroll in May.   

In addition, PBKC will offer a separate 
competition among its 7 p.m. non-ring 
events, with cash prizes to the top-five fin-

ishers, including $5K to the winner.  
If  there is a dark cloud to the proceedings, it would probably 

be a conflicting event with a million-dollar guarantee being 
presented by PBKC’s closest competitor, the Seminole Casino 
Coconut Creek. 

The World Poker Tour moved its non-televised Lucky Hearts 
Poker Open series from the Hard Rock Hollywood venue to 
the Northern Broward casino with 14 events slated for Jan. 29-
Feb. 10, and the Lucky Hearts has two opening sessions on 
Feb. 7-8, though the $3,500 buy-in for that event may appeal 
to different audiences.  

Carbone, a veteran of  the extremely competitive South 
Florida market, was not surprised, but felt bad for the players 
forced to make a choice.

“For the reasonable buy-in of  $580, we feel our Event No. 1 
is the only place on the East Coast that players will have a shot 
at a guaranteed million-dollar prize pool for that price. I think 
that product speaks for itself.”

Regardless of  the competition, Carbone knows his facility is 
ready for an outstanding series.

“Things are lining up well for us. I think players will be 
pleased with the improvements we’ve made in Wi-Fi access as 
well as the convenient online access to register for the tourna-
ments.”

MORE PBKC NEWS: John McNulty won the main event of  the De-
cember series at Palm Beach Kennel Club pocketing $68,191 

from the $1,100 no-limit hold’em $250K 
guarantee.

The 25-year old pro from Jacksonville 
bested nearly 290 players, including Chino 
Rheem, Brian Hastings, Matthew Waxman, Eric 
Blair, Darryll Fish and Mukul Pahuja.

 “It’s cool. It’s awesome,” McNulty said 
after the win. “I’m sort of  stunned right 
now in the moment. It’s crazy.”

 The heads-up match came down to Mc-
Nulty and pro Luke Brereton after a quick, 
4.5-hour final table.

 “Luke is an awesome player,” McNulty 
said. “I ran good against him the whole 
tournament, on both days. That’s it. Your 
hands just have to hold and you have to get 
cards to win. It was cool.”
— Email Dave at bigdave@pokeractionline.com.

wsoPc, $1m guar. returns to PBKc feB. 5

DAVE LEMMON 
SOUTH FLORiDA

John 
McNulty
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The holiday season is responsible for more giving than any 
other time of  year and North Florida poker rooms know 

how to give to their players. 
DAYTONA BEACH KENNEL CLUB: The kennel club’s poker room 

showed the love by raffling prizes to players, in-
cluding $65 buy-ins to Ms. Amy’s Jingle Bells 
tournament. Plus, DBKC’s power hour high 
hands featured $750 for the hourly winner and 
$1K drawings.

BESTBET: At bestbet Jacksonville, North Flori-
da’s biggest room put its spin on a holiday clas-
sic and gave players a new version of  the 12 

Days of  Christmas. There weren’t any pipers piping, but there 
was plenty of  cash. Jacksonville players had a chance to win 
extra money for presents starting on Dec. 11 with an $1,100 
hourly high hand that escalated every day until Dec. 23, culmi-
nating in a $2,300 payday each hour.

Hot on the heels of  Jared Jaffee’s big win in the $1,500 WPT 
Fall Scramble Main Event, bestbet Jacksonville is gearing up for 
an even bigger buy-in event. On March 21, bestbet will host the 
$3,500 bestbet Open. Satellites into the event start this month 
and will run until the big event. There’s also going to be a $590 
satellite where bestbet Jacksonville is guaranteeing 20 seats into 

the main event. 
There will be plenty of  chances to earn a seat via high hand 

and other daily satellites. Check out bestbet’s website for a list 
of  all the satellites and promotions as well as the schedule for 
the series of  events leading up to the main.

EBRO: Ebro put the lid on a great year of  tournament action 
by hosting a special player-of-the-year tournament with more 
than $20K in the prize pool. Local player and regular Bob Harris 
took home the title and a glinting gold trophy to commemorate 
the victory.

I’d like to thank all of  the great poker rooms in North Florida 
for giving players an opportunity to spend time doing something 
they love, and for opening your arms and making them feel at 
home. Whether it’s with a warm, hospitable staff  or great pro-
motions or great daily tournaments, you’re the reason Florida 
has become such a focal point for poker on not just a national 
level, but on the world’s stage. And thanks to the players who 
come out daily and give those floor people, dealers, brushes and 
list attendants a reason to make you happy and for giving them 
a chance to show you just how important you really are.

If  you have any stories you want to share or details of  a pro-
motion or event from your poker room, be sure to email me.
— Email Charles Allison anteupcharles@gmail.com. 

CHARLES ALLiSON 
NORTH FLORiDA
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The Tampa Bay market had some incredible series recently, 
and the outlook for 2014 is that the trend will continue.

Sarasota Kennel Club’s One-Eyed Jacks poker room kicked 
off  the series madness with its after-Thanksgiving series. With a 

variety of  games offered, the $220 main event 
had a $40K guarantee, attracting more than 
300 runners, ending in a chop with Judy Arnold 
and Mike Dolan. 

HARD ROCK TAMPA: The final WPT Regional of  
2013 saw Hard Rock regulars come out 
in droves. 

The opening weekend’s $515 
event ended in a nine-way chop, 

helping to secure holiday money for the final 
table. 

The main event was the traditional $1,650 
buy-in, but it held a new $300K guarantee, so the 
regulars weren’t the only ones to attend. 

Well-traveled tournament grinders such as Allen 
“Chainsaw” Kessler, David Tuthill (Tampa local), Cord garcia and 
others came out to play in one of  the larger buy-ins to end 
2013. (Read our On The Button Q&A with Kessler on Page 
70). 

However, local grinder and Open Face Chinese expert 

(more on that later) Stephen Diamantas took down the first prize 
of  $121,900. I spoke with Diamantas and he said this was an 
incredibly tough field, one that got harder after each elimina-
tion.

“It’s still a surreal feeling to win the whole thing,” Diamantas 
said. He was involved in the nine-way chop for Event 1 and 
after the main-event victory he wasn’t done.

DERBY LANE: The St. Petersburg poker room finished off  De-
cember with its 12 Days Series. This series held an Open Face 

Chinese event, PLO, six-max, a $30 event and a $300 
main event. 

Diamantas, who finished the Hard Rock main 
in the wee hours on Monday morning, arrived at 
Derby Lane on Tuesday to take down the OFC 
event. This was a sweep for Diamantas, who also 
took down the Sarasota Open Face event in its 

series. 
The main event for the 12 Days series saw 694 

players take a shot at the almost $42K first-place 
prize. The event ended with a three-way chop, seeing each 

of  the players walk away with $28K. … not bad for a $300 
investment. 
— Email Andrew at anteupandrew@gmail.com. Follow him on Twitter 
@anteupandrew and read his blog at anteupandrew.wordpress.com.

ANDREW 
MALOWiTZ 

CENTRAL FLA.
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The Beau Rivage shattered Mississippi records in the open-
ing weekend of  the Million Dollar Heater. The largest field 

for one event (also a MDH event) was 1,721 in 
2012, but January’s $340 buy-in $500K guar-
antee attracted 1,972 players for the $80K first-
place prize. Roderick MacPherson, 76, a professor 
at the Montevalla School of  Business, had the 
most chips when a 12-way chop was agreed to, 
so he got the most money and the title. When 
I asked him why he decided to chop, he said 
that he ran the numbers by his son, who is an 

engineer, and they decided it was a good value. 
 The MDH is still under way at press time, so results will 

be in my next column. I feel confident in saying this event will 
continue to make records. This is the busiest year yet, which is 
a great way to start off  2014 for Mississippi poker. Live updates 
can be found on the Beau Rivage Poker Room Facebook page 
for those who want to follow the action as it happens.

 HORSESHOE COMPLETE: At the northern end of  the state in Tu-
nica, the Horseshoe Poker Room is open again after extensive 
renovations. I’ve heard from more than a few regulars that it’s 
the “nicest room they’ve ever seen.” Upgrades include charg-
ing stations at each table for players to plug in their devices, 
chairs as comfortable as dealer chairs and faster tableside food 
service. The pictures of  the room remind me of  the Venetian 
or Aria rooms in terms of  luxury, only newer. The Bravo Live 
app shows it’s been paying off, too. Almost every night the 
room has been packed, exceeding normal Tunica crowds by 
nearly double. 

Though I don’t have all the details just yet, there’s news 
Horseshoe is in negotiation with Gold Strike to use its con-
vention space to host large-scale tournaments to replace those 
abandoned by the now-closed GS poker room. Much of  the 

same staff  from previous Gold Strike events would be involved, 
giving you the same customer service you came to expect, with 
the large-scale support for poker you can count on from Horse-
shoe. For those of  you who remember the early 2000s when 
Horseshoe and the Strike worked together, these were some 
of  the largest tournament fields in the country. This could be 
a wonderful arrangement for all of  Mississippi poker. I’ll share 
the details as I get them.

After the World Series of  Poker Circuit visit to Harrah’s Tu-
nica (Jan. 23-Feb. 3), we’ll have a bit of  a break to focus on 
cash play. The next major tournament is March 27 at the Beau 
Rivage in its annual Spring Break Classic. More information is 
available at beaupoker.com.

Speaking of  cash play, next month I’ll update you on new 
promotions for 2014 and other great things to come for the 
Magnolia State. Thanks to all of  you who have come up and let 
me know you read the magazine. We appreciate the support! I 
look forward to seeing you at the ’Shoe for some live action, or 
at the Beau in March.
— Email Jennifer Gay at jennifergay80@hotmail.com.

Beau BreaKs record; ’shoe renovation done
MISSISSIPPI
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February and March will be primetime for tournament play-
ers in St. Louis. Three major tours will make stops in St. 

Louis over a six-week period. With only a few days off  between 
events, there will be almost continuous action in town.

The Heartland Poker Tour has been mak-
ing two St. Louis visits a year. It returns to 
River City Casino from Feb. 20 to March 
3, which is a month earlier than last year’s 
spring visit. The St. Louis stops have grown 
visit to visit. This stop draws well with travel-
ing pros and counts toward the HPT Player 
of  the Year award.

The Hollywood Poker Open returns to 
Hollywood Casino St. Louis from March 7-16 for a second 
visit. This series of  tournaments leads to the main event. In ad-
dition to the main-event prize pool, the winner receives entry 

into the HPO Championship in Las Vegas this summer.
The World Series of  Poker Circuit visits Lumière Place Casi-

no from March 20-31. St. Louis hosted the WSOPC until 2012, 
when Caesars Entertainment sold Harrah’s St. Louis. This stop 
is replacing Horseshoe Cleveland in the schedule and will be 
Lumière’s first tournament series. Lumière has been purchased 
by Tropicana Entertainment and is operating independently 
of  Pinnacle Entertainment’s other businesses until the sale is 
complete.

Three tournament series in a row is a first for St. Louis. This 
is a great poker community and the series will offer great ex-
posure to St. Louis players. All of  these properties are offering 
special room rates during these events. Check with each poker 
room for details.    
— Don Matusofsky is our Missouri Ambassador. Email him at 
anteupdonm@gmail.com.

Busy tournament calendar in St. Louis
MISSOURI

DON MATUSOFSKY 
MiSSOURi

The renovated Horseshoe Tunica poker room.
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On Dec. 21, Talking Stick Resort in Scottsdale held its 11th 
annual Toy Drive Tournament, and a record turnout en-

sured hundreds of  local youngsters enjoyed a fun holiday. The 
buy-in for this charity event was a donated toy along with a $25 

service fee. Though the field was to be capped 
at 400 entrants, Talking Stick’s dedicated staff  
allowed 90 alternates to play, too. In the end, 
Andrew Abela, Christopher Cotty, Mary Jordan War-
wick and Jack Wagner earned $1,353 each in a 
four-way chop of  the $12,500 guarantee.

The Arena Poker Room at Talking Stick has 
made a major change to its daily tournament 
format for 2014. The Monday and Thursday 

tournaments switched from the traditional knockout structure 
to a new “Rebuy to Survive” format. 

These new no-limit hold’em tournaments will feature a $50 
rebuy for a stack of  2,500, and players can add 2,500 with a 
$10 staff-appreciation toke. 

During the first three levels, players can rebuy for $40, and 
when the field is reduced to the last 10 percent the tournament 
ends. 

The prize pool is then distributed equally regardless of  chip 
count. The “Rebuy to Survive” structure will be applied only to 
the Monday and Thursday daily tournaments.

Here’s a look at other tournaments and promotions around 
the region:

BUCKY’S CASiNO: The Prescott poker room is holding an Open 
Face Chinese tournament at noon on Feb. 9. Also, bounty 
events will highlight the next two Sundays (Feb. 16 and 23), as 
the $80 buy-in event returns at noon.

CLiFF CASTLE CASiNO: In Camp Verde, the poker room offers 
daily $30 shootouts Monday through Friday at 10 a.m., as well 
as a $95 tournament every Saturday at noon. It’s best to arrive 
early, however, as Cliff  Castle caps this event at 27 players and 
limits entry to cash-game players. 

FT. MCDOWELL CASiNO: In North Phoenix, FMC runs daily tour-
naments Sunday through Friday at noon and 7 p.m. Ranging 
from $5 rebuy tournaments to a $70 event (15K chips) every 
Monday and Friday, the Fort holds tournaments fit for all bank-
rolls. 

HON-DAH RESORT & CASiNO: The cardroom in Pinetop runs a 
wide range of  6 p.m. events on its weekly tournament sched-
ule, including a $45 bounty on Mondays and a $40 no-limit 
Omaha/8 tournament on Thursdays.

MAZATZAL HOTEL & CASiNO: In Payson, make it Ladies Night 
on the first Thursday of  each month, running a $25 ladies-
only tournament at 6 p.m. On Sundays and Wednesdays at 6, 
Mazatzal holds its $50 event.
— Jonathan Zaun is Ante Up’s North Arizona Ambassador. Email him at 
anteupjonathanz@gmail.com.

talKing sticK sets 
toy-drive record 
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The third annual Duncan Celebrity Poker Classic brought 
another strong turnout to the Casino del Sol Resort in 

Tucson, Ariz., with 126 players participating in the $200 no-
limit hold’em tournament on Jan. 11. 

The field featured roughly two dozen celeb-
rities, including baseball Hall of  Famers Rol-
lie Fingers and Ferguson Jenkins, ’90s pop singer 
Ce Ce Peniston and various former Tucson-area 
star athletes, all of  whom were fighting it out 
with poker-room regulars for a piece of  the 
$15,120 prize pool.

The tournament served as a fundraiser for 
the Tucson Youth Baseball Association, a char-

itable organization founded by major-league outfielder and for-
mer University of  Arizona star Shelley Duncan. With $50 of  each 
buy-in going to the charity, as well as all $20 add-ons purchased 
during the tourney, the event raised $10,400 to help run youth 
baseball clinics in the area.

One of  those clinics was held before the tournament, with 
more than 400 children ages 7-14 getting coaching and instruc-
tion from numerous pro ballplayers. 

The tourney’s final table featured two celebrities, with former 
Arizona Cardinals running back Damien Anderson taking fourth 
place for $1,512 and former St. Louis Cardinals outfielder Chris 
Duncan — the younger brother of  Shelley Duncan — earning 
$1,058 for sixth place.

“I thought this would be great fun,” Chris Duncan said. “I 
didn’t think I’d last this long. I hadn’t played so long I had for-
got the rules.”

It marked the second straight year a Duncan brother cashed 
in the event, as Shelley was part of  a 14-way chop of  $1K each 
in 2013. Anderson also was part of  that chop, giving him back-
to-back cashes in the tourney. 

Fingers just missed out on cashing, busting as the bubble boy 
in 11th place. He was knocked out of  the tournament in the 
first 20 minutes, but with another celebrity unable to make the 
event he was allowed to re-enter. 

In the end, a trio of  local regulars chopped as Henri Bisson, 
Stan Rawls and george Wolfe each won $3,024. 

The classic has been a big hit for Casino del Sol because the 
regulars enjoy getting a chance to rub elbows and splash pots 
with famous people, poker director Rick Chaurette said.

“We’ve really liked having this here,” he said. “I’m sure we’ll 
do it again.”

CHRiSTMAS JACKPOT: Six Phoenix-area players hit the Super 77 
Jackpot at Wild Horse Pass Hotel and Casino for $118K on 
Christmas. It marked the second-largest jackpot that Gila River 
Casinos in 2013. The Super 77 Jackpot is a linked promotion 
between Wild Horse Pass and its sister casino, Vee Quiva.
— Brian Pedersen is Ante Up’s Southern Arizona Ambassador. Email him 
at anteupsouthernaz@gmail.com.

BRiAN PEDERSEN 
S. ARiZONA

duncan classic raises 
$10,400 at casino del sol

ARIZONA
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DEALER SPOTLIGHT

By Jonathan Zaun

Plenty of  people head to the casino hoping to find for-
tune on their side, but for dealer Sean Ferry of  the Blue-

Water Resort and Casino in Parker, Ariz., finding his place 
in the poker room proved to be quite fortunate indeed. Af-
ter growing up in Pennsylvania, playing lively home games 
that involved everything from razz to midnight baseball, a 
young Ferry suddenly found himself  suffer-
ing from the symptoms of  acute appen-
dicitis. During his convalescence, Ferry 
decided to make a drastic transition in 
his life, packing up and heading across 
the country to live in Parker. 

Today, the 26-year-old Ferry has em-
braced a career in the gaming industry, 
and Ante Up is proud to share his story in our latest edition 
to the Dealer Spotlight series. As a poker dealer at Blue-
Water, a casino resort on the bank of  the Colorado River 
in Southwestern Arizona, Ferry’s dedication during every 
down has quickly made him a favorite of  regulars. 

“When it comes to dealing, I like to apply what I’ve 
learned from previous jobs as far as my work ethic,” Ferry 
said. “I always try to be professional, respectful, courteous, 
patient, attentive and diligent, and I try to learn something 
new every day. I enjoy applying that to my dealing, finding 
a way to run my game faster, smoother, be more efficient, 
and all without sacrificing the comfort of  my players or the 
quality of  their time at BlueWater.”

Ferry has translated his childhood passion for card games 
into a successful start to his dealing career, and as he tells it, 
this initial experience with poker’s many variants helps him 
manage the game efficiently and effectively. 

“I grew up around poker, and I’ve been playing cards for 
as long as I can remember,” he said. “We used to get to-
gether all the time for cash games, freezeout tournaments, 
and we would play very interesting games, from pot-limit 
Omaha/8 to seven-card stud split eight or better, baseball, 
midnight baseball, little red big red, five-card draw, pine-
apple, razz, and more that I can’t even remember. We used 
to have a ball.”

Having traversed an unlikely path to arrive at BlueWater, 
Ferry remains gracious and grateful when he considers the 
effect his colleagues have had on his professional develop-
ment. 

“My friends and family have been a big part of  my sup-
port system through this incredible journey, and the friends 
I’ve made here at BlueWater have really become a second 
family to me,” he said. “I have so much love and respect for 
the people I’ve come to know over the last couple of  years 
here. I have a special love for being a dealer; it’s the most 
fun and rewarding job I’ve ever done. It’s crazy to think 
that I get paid to laugh and have fun every single day.” S

Ferry sailing along at 
the BlueWater Resort
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tournaments reign
suPreme this month

NEW MEXICO

With the recent merger of  Southwest Poker News and Ante Up, 
I will return to focusing my column on New Mexico and 

Texas poker rooms. 
BUFFALO THUNDER RESORT: Omaha is big here, with an Oma-

ha/8, $100 added, $100 buy-in tournament 
planned for Feb. 9. Also, on Feb. 22 is a $150 
Last Saturday of  the Month no-limit hold’em 
deepstack event, with live-game pretourna-
ment bonuses.

ROUTE 66 CASiNO HOTEL: The popular $10 tour-
naments on Monday and Tuesday evenings 
are wildly popular, but starting this month will 
be a $120 monthly event with $1K added. 

The date and time will always be TBA so call the poker room 
for more details.

iSLETA CASiNO: This month, Isleta presents “Win your buy-
in to the WSOP” on Tuesdays and Thursdays. Also, 94 Rock 
tournaments are on Wednesdays, with a DJ-player bounty. The 
winner gets first-place money plus a prize from 94 Rock. A 
$2K freeroll is planned for Feb. 22, plus look for eight added-
money tournaments during the month.

iNN OF THE MOUNTAiN gODS: The Inn scheduled the Road to the 
Main Event on Feb. 22 (qualifiers begin at 11 a.m. and 3:30 
p.m.) and Feb. 23 (finals start at 11 a.m.), with a $330 buy-in, 
which includes a $99 room rate and a buffet ticket for two. 
Early registration runs until Feb. 14. 

First place will be $16K basaed on 220 entries. See the ad 
at the left and call the poker room at 575-464-7799 for more 
details.

NORTHERN EDgE NAVAJO CASiNO: The poker room is planning big 
changes, but it can’t reveal them just yet. One thing it can share 
is the $50 Friday noon tournament is moving to 7 p.m. More 
to come.

SANTA ANA STAR CASiNO: The poker room’s first anniversary 
on Feb. 1 marks the beginning of  its Saturday $3K guarantee, 
$150 buy-in tournament. 

Sunday night’s $10 tournaments promise a payout of  $500 
and Share the Love hourly live-game rewards help with tour-
nament buy-ins.

SANDiA RESORT CASiNO: The bad-beat jackpots at press time 
were $93,552 (hold’em) and $29,966 (Omaha).

Texas
KiCKAPOO LUCKY EAgLE: Here are some of  the room’s February 

events: The Monday Grand Freeroll is a 50-player max event 
that has a shared prize of  $1K; Super Tuesday Tournament 
has a $25 buy-in; the $120 Sunday Showdown is the first and 
third Sundays; the bounty tournaments are the second and 
fourth Sundays ($75).

The Lucky Eagle held its Winter Classic on Dec. 4, drew 
148 players and had a $30K prize pool.
— Email Mary at anteupmary@gmail.com.

MARY BRADLEY 
NEW MEXiCO
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MANAGER SPOTLIGHT

By Donovan Livingston

Our spotlight on management takes us to southern New 
Mexico, to the amazing Inn of  the Mountain Gods Ca-

sino and Resort, where manager Anthony Sago runs the poker 
room with the most action in the South. Because there’s no 

poker in Texas, the Inn gets a ton of  players 
from there who come in for some action, 

and some of  the biggest buy-ins and limits 
in the state are played in his room. 

“The Inn of  the Mountain Gods is 
nestled in the cool mountains of  South-

ern New Mexico on the Mescalero Apache 
Reservation,” he said. “It not only offers 

the latest in Las Vegas style gaming, but picturesque views, 
glimpses of  nature and wild life at its best. The Inn of  the 
Mountain Gods has so much to offer at one location, such as 
golfing on our top rated golf  course, fishing, boating, horse-
back riding and big-game hunting. It’s all at your fingertips. 
Not to mention world-class dining.”

Sago is a Native American from the Mescalero Apache 
Tribe. At 32 years old, he’s considered an veteran in the busi-
ness. 

“I have been in the casino business for 10 years, work-
ing on No. 11,” he said. “I started as a blackjack dealer and 
worked my way through the ranks and grew from there. Pok-
er always intrigued me so it was one of  the games I wanted 
to learn the most, and I am still learning.”

The reason Sago does such a great job in his room is be-
cause he, like many of  us in the industry, is a player first. 
When asked if  he plays, he said: “Yes, I absolutely love the 
game. I grew up playing cards with family and friends. I 
learned at a very young age the basic principles of  poker 
through games like rummy, five-card draw and war. When 
Texas Hold’em was introduced to me about nine years ago 
and I was hooked.”

When he’s not at the tables winning, or in the room man-
aging, Sago has many hobbies. 

“I really love spending time with my four kids and wife, 
Amber. I also enjoy “when she lets me” playing golf  and 
hanging out with the guys on poker night. Don’t get me 
wrong, I wear the pants, she just decides which ones I wear,” 
he said laughing.

So what’s happening at the Inn now?
“Right now we have the ‘Road to the Main Event’ monthly 

tournament that we host for $330 from February through 
May. They are always a big draw for our players.” 

Sounds like a great way to win your way to Vegas! 
“Come out and see us. You will love it out here. I don’t 

believe there’s another place in the world with this kind of  
setting and the ability to have one of  the most relaxing and 
exciting getaways. The Inn of  the Mountain Gods is great 
for the human spirit.” S

more than just a 
veteran manager

@anteupmagazine   |   anteupmagazine.com   |   FEBRUARY 2014   |  31



NEVADA
N

E
W

S

Caesars Entertainment dropped both of  its multi-property 
promotions to start 2014. The Mega Beat Progressive Bad 

Beat Jackpot ran through most of  2013 and hit several times, with 
the biggest payout in June ($904K). The gaming giant also discon-

tinued its “20 for 20” freeroll, a biweekly event for 
players who had played 20 hours in any Caesars 
Entertainment Vegas property during the period.

Caesars Palace’s promotions include high-hand 
bonuses of  between $100 and $500 for quads, 
straight flushes and royal flushes. Limit games 
also will offer aces and kings cracked ($100) and 
queens and jacks cracked ($50).

Monday through Friday, its noon $110 buy-in 
tournament will have a $2K guarantee. This tournament offers a 
10K starting stack and has 20-minute levels. On Saturdays and 
Sundays, the $235 2 p.m. tournament will have a $5K guarantee, 
and has a 15K starting stack with 30-minute levels.

Bally’s also will offer high-hand bonuses of  up to $1K for royals. 
The diamond royal will be progressive, starting at $1K and will 
include a share for every player in the room.

Bally’s is also offering a $1K prize pool guarantee on all tour-
naments, including a new event at 9 a.m., plus all five dailies also 
have a $600 guarantee for first place.

Harrah’s is adding a $5K weekly freeroll, with 10 hours of  live 
play to qualify, in addition to high-hand bonuses for straight flush-
es and royals.

Planet Hollywood offers high-hand bonuses for quads or better, 
with $1K for royals. A share will be given to all players at that table. 
The heart royal is progressive and will offer a share to everyone 
playing in the room when it hits.

All of  Planet Hollywood’s $75 tournaments, held four times a 
day, have three guarantees. The guarantee prize pool is $1,500 
while first and second place are guaranteed at $1K and $500, re-
spectively.

VENETiAN:  The Venetian offers three tournaments a week with 
$10K guarantees. All are $200 bounty tournaments (12K starting 
stack, 30-minute levels, $50 bounties) and run Tuesdays and Sun-
days at 7 p.m. and Fridays at noon.

Saturday’s noon tournament remains a $300 bounty event, 
with $100 bounties, a 12K starting stack and 30-minute levels. 
The popular Friday night $200 Survivor tournament has elimi-
nated the three 20-minute levels that began the tournament. All 
levels are now 30 minutes. The top 10 percent of  the field each 

wins an equal share of  the prize pool ($1,600).
TREASURE iSLAND:  The Strip room offers its version of  Survivor 

tournaments twice a week, Sundays at 11 a.m. and Saturdays at 
7 p.m. These are $70 tournaments with 20-minute levels and 7K 
chips. The top 20 percent wins an equal share of  the pool. Fridays 
at 7 the tournament is called “Double or Nothing.” It’s a version 
of  the survivor idea, but in this case, half  of  the field will split the 
prize pool evenly, while the other half  goes home empty-handed.  

The room’s popular 10 p.m., $55 tournament, with a $1K guar-
antee, remains unchanged, featuring 5,500 in chips and 20-minute 
levels.

BELLAgiO: The WPT Five Diamond Classic went to Dan Smith of  
Las Vegas on Dec. 11. Smith outlasted a field of  nearly 450 en-
trants for the top prize of  $1.1 million. 

PALMS: The second annual Jewish Poker Championships on 
Dec. 24 attracted 15 players, including pros Dan Fleshyman, James 
Bord, Eli Elezra and Darren Rabinowitz. Bad weather on the East Coast 
prevented a few committed players from attending. The buy-in 
was $550 and when it was down to three players, they decided to 
chop the prize pool. Martin Friedman and Willie Mercer, both of  Los 
Angeles, and Michael Terhaar of  Phoenix each took home $2,500. 
Friedman was the chipleader and declared the winner, and took 
home the trophy. The event will be held again next year and is 
open to all players. 

TEXAS STATiON: Forrest Caldwell has been named poker manager. 
He comes over from sister property Boulder Station, where he 
worked as a shift supervisor for six years. The eight-table poker 
room discontinued its Wednesday and Friday night tournaments. 
It offers $1-2 no-limit hold’em and $2-$6 spread-limit games, and 
progressive high-hand bonuses for quads.

MgM gRAND: The Strip room continues its cash giveaway draw-
ings. Between $100 and $3K is given away every four hours. The 
prize for the high hand of  the hour in its limit game has been 
reduced to $50, and the Progressive Power Hour Promotion, a 
progressive jackpot for hitting a certain hand at a certain hour, has 
been discontinued.

As noted last issue, the MGM will be giving away Ante Up 
Poker Cruise packages this month. Details on how they will be 
awarded can be found in the story on Page 34.

CLOSiNg: The El Cortez Hotel, downtown, closed its poker room 
at the end of  2013. 
— Email Rob Solomon at  rob@allvegaspoker.com. Follow him on Twit-
ter @Robvegaspoker and read his blog at robvegaspoker.blogspot.com.

caesars ProPerties maKe Promo changes

ROB SOLOMON 
LAS VEgAS

SPONSORED BY ALLVEGASPOKER.COM





MGM, GSR giving away 5 Ante Up L.A. cruises each
Do you want to take the poker vacation of  a lifetime, and 

do it for free? The poker rooms at MGM Grand in Las 
Vegas and Grand Sierra Resort in Reno can help.

MgM gRAND: Every Sunday in February, the MGM Grand 
poker room is giving away an Ante Up Poker Cruise package 
for two to the Mexican Riviera, including two packages on Su-
per Bowl Sunday (Feb. 2). The cruise leaves the Port of  Los An-
geles on March 30 and returns April 6 after visiting Mexican 
ports Cabo San Lucas, Mazaltan and Puerto Vallarta.

In conjunction with the room’s daily Grand Giveaway pro-
motion, the five players that earn the most tickets between 10 
a.m. and 10 p.m. on Sunday, along with two players selected 
via random seat selector, will have a chance to draw from a 
batch of  10 prizes (the cruise package and nine envelopes with 
prizes ranging from $100 to $500).

The top ticket-earner will pick three envelopes, the second 
earner will pick two, and the remaining five players each pick 
one. On Super Bowl Sunday, there will be two cruise packages 
and eight envelopes of  cash. All of  this is in addition to the six 
daily Grand Giveaway drawings where players can win $3K.
Tickets are earned by making a flush or better using at least 
one of  your hole cards.

And that’s not all. On top of  the cruise giveaways on Sun-
days, MGM is doing squares for the Big Game. At the end of  

each of  the first three quarters, the winning square-holder gets 
$500, and the four squares touching the winning square above, 
below, left, and right each gets $250. For the fourth quarter, 
the winning square receives $1K and the adjoining squares get 
$500 each.

If  there is overtime, the winning square and all adjoining 
squares will get $500 each. The room also pays the winning 
square $250 after each score (adjoining squares will not be paid 
on scores, just end of  quarter).

The cruise packages will be worth $2,500 (cruise for two, 
plus $902 cash).

Please see the ad on below or call the poker room for official 
rules, and for more on the cruise visit anteupcruises.com.

gRAND SiERRA: As part of  the World Poker Challenge Mini 
Series (Feb. 26-March 2), the Grand Sierra Resort poker room 
will give away a guaranteed five Ante Up Poker Cruise pack-
ages for two (for the March 30 sailing out of  Los Angeles) in a 
satellite on March 1 at 7 p.m.

The series includes seven other events, with buy-ins ranging 
from $160 to $240, with six of  them featuring at least $1K 
in added money. For more information on the tournament se-
ries, be sure to see the ad on the facing page and/or go to  
GrandSierraResort.com. For more information on the Ante 
Up Poker Cruise, visit AnteUpCruises.com. S
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Mike Nelson, the new poker room manger at the Pepper-
mill, has a lot of  great ideas for the room and is opti-

mistic about continuing the growth and popularity of  poker in 
Reno. I recently had a chance to chat with him.

How did you get started in poker, and how long 
have you been in the Reno area? I moved to 
Reno in December of  1990 via a job 
promotion. I learned to play chess 
when I was 5 years old and two years 
later I was playing poker for change 
with my mom’s poker group. Seven-card 
stud was my favorite game and I was blessed 
with a good memory, so it was a good thing I 

was a well-mannered kid or I would’ve been kicked out of  the 
ladies group for always taking their money.

People say you’re a “player’s manager.” What do you think that means 
and how does it benefit the Peppermill poker room? The players-
manager tag is a big compliment to me and I really appreciate 
it. I think I’m labeled as such partly because I played poker 
for a living for five years and that’s a lot of  time in cardrooms. 
During those five years, I observed how cardrooms are oper-
ated and all the missed opportunities that cardroom manage-
ment has to communicate with the players. I owned, operated 
or at least managed service companies for the past 30 years, so 

I could not turn off  my years of  spotting obvious ways to make 
customers happier while still making the business successful. 

As far as the Peppermill part of  your question, being part 
of  the Peppermill team is a really good match. My philoso-

phies completely match up with the Peppermill manage-
ment team. I feel completely supported and encouraged 
to continue to strive to make our poker room the best 
we can possible be. 

What tournaments are you running and are there any player-
appreciation events offered? We have a unique comp pro-

gram for our players. The more hours you play the higher 
the comp level you earn. Players that play over 120 hours in a 
month earn $2.50 per hour. 

Playing 30 hours in a month gets you an increase in comps 
and into the $10K monthly freeroll. Our daily 12:30 p.m. tour-
nament has $500 added Monday through Friday; we average 
50-70 players daily with a first place of  over $700 for only a 
total buy-in of  $55.

 What are you biggest goals for the Peppermill? We want the poker 
room at the Peppermill to be the most fun place to play any-
where. Sometimes all of  us forget poker is a game and it’s sup-
posed to be enjoyable. I want our guests to have fun and enjoy 
their time with us even when they get sucked out on.
— Email Leslie at anteupcali@gmail.com.

NEVADA

nelson’s goal? maKe PePPermill no. 1 
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The Colorado Poker Championship series at Golden Gates 
saw excellent turnouts again for its December event. In 

the CPC8 main event, which sported a prize pool of  more than 
$255K, Frank Yakubson won the title.

The Lakewood, Colo., resident earned 
almost $53K, coming out on top of  a field 
of  261. He outlasted Nevada pro Bryan De-
vonshire, who finished second for more than 
$28K, in the $1,100 no-limit hold’em tour-
nament.

High-roller package: Devonshire earned the 
CPC8’s high-roller package, with seats to all local main events, 
for his top-five finishes in big events. In addition to finishing 
second in the main event, Devonshire finished fifth in the $500 
deepstack.

Top-money events: Outside of  the main event, the tournaments 
with the biggest buy-ins were the $500 and $400 deepstacks. 
The former attracted 137 entrants and a prize pool of  almost 
$59K. Daniel Simental was named the winner after a three-way 
chop with Christopher Hicks and Adam Wilbur. The three earned 
almost $12K each. 

The $400 tournament attracted 145 entrants. Michael Field 
won the title and $11K, with Colorado’s Richard Monroe, who 
won the most recent Heartland Poker Tour event at Golden 
Gates, finishing second ($7,500).

Points leader: Brian Hartner finished CPC8 tops in points with 
340, earning points in six tournaments, including a win for 
$2,445 in the second event and another win for $3,070 in the 
$200 deepstack turbo. Hartner earned an extra $3K for being 
points leader. Stuart Brown finished second with 327 points and 
Volodymyr Kondratenko finished third with 228 points, earning 
$2K and $1K, respectively.

Tournament of Champions: The TOC ended in a six-way chop, 
with Kondratenko earning $2K and the other five players split-
ting $1,695.

HPT RETURNS: The HPT doesn’t stay gone long from Golden 
Gates, given that it’s always one of  the top stops on the tour. 
Locals, amateurs and pros will again vie for an HPT title Feb. 
7-16.

One thing everyone participating will be hoping for is great 
weather, or at least good weather, given the past two events 
had to hold up through a blizzard and devastating rains, re-
spectively, that made major roads to Black Hawk temporarily 
impassible. The event did well both times regardless, but the 
HPT has to be hoping for a nice break from inclement weather 
this time.

The February stop will be the 16th for the HPT. As noted 
above, Monroe won last September’s main event for more than 
$235K, much of  which he donated to charities helping people 
displaced by the disastrous flooding.
— Email Rick gershman at rickgershman@gmail.com.

COLORADO

RiCK gERSHMAN 
COLORADO

yaKuBson wins cPc8 
main title at gates





Downstream Casino has a variety of  upcoming events on 
its calendar. Hot-seat drawings will continue through the 

NFL playoffs, and during the Super Bowl there will be $400 
hot-seat drawings after every touchdown and 
field goal.

Feb. 14-16 will feature a $200 Poker Man-
ager’s Birthday Bash tournament with $5K in 
added bounties (call for details). And, a little 
further ahead, March 5-9 will be the Run-
GoodGear.com series, which kicks off  with a 
Bernard Lee satellite workshop and a $125 RG 

Pro Bounty tournament. Various RG pros are confirmed, in-
cluding Lee, Octo-Niner Rob Saluburu, World Series bracelet-
winner Bryan Campanello, WPT Ones to Watch pro Alex Phahu-
rat, multiple WSOPC ring-winner Justin gardenhire, as well as 
circuit grinders Clint Tolbert and Michael Sanders. The series will 
feature a $675 buy-in $100K guarantee three-day main event 
that includes two Day 1 flights. 

Also included in the main-event prize package is a seat in the 
WSOP $10K main event.

HARD ROCK: The casino in Tulsa hosts the Oklahoma Champi-
onship of  Poker Series on Feb. 20-March 2. The series, which 
will have 20 events with buy-ins starting at $100, offers $200K 
in guarantees. The $1,090 main event has a $50K guarantee 
and begins Feb. 28. For more info, call (918) 384-6648.

HOLLYWOOD CASiNO KANSAS SPEEDWAY: The poker room is of-
fering a qualification process into the Hollywood Poker Open 
Championship, which will be in June at the M Resort in Las 
Vegas. As with last year, players will qualify into a May freeroll 
based upon cash-game hours. Having begun Dec. 15, the top 
20 players for each calendar month will qualify through April. 
Eight players will earn a share of  $32K in prizes in the fre-
eroll.

gRAND CASiNO: The Grand Championship Poker Tournament 
returns March 8, sporting a $50K guarantee. Buy-in is $530 for 
20K chips. An additional 10K chips can be purchased for $20. 
There will be $50 mega satellites (with $20 rebuys) on Feb. 22 
and March 1.

CHEROKEE CASiNO: The seventh annual Reindeer Games series 
wrapped up its slate of  20 events in mid December at Cherokee 
Casino West Siloam Springs. A field of  107 competed in the 
$330 main event as Yaya Aamer of  Tulsa captured the title and 
$9,628.

KANSAS STAR CASiNO: The poker room has 13 tables and fea-
tures $3-$6 limit hold’em on Wednesdays. Fridays feature $10-
$20 limit and a pot-limit Omaha-PLO/8 mixed game. A new 
tournament that started Jan. 17 (and runs every two weeks 
through March) is the $250 “Cash and Dash” cashout tourna-
ment. The last remaining player wins the $1K prize pool.
— Email Robert Kelly at anteuprob@gmail.com.

OKLAHOMA/KANSAS

downstream casino has a lot going on

ROBERT KELLY 
N. OKLAHOMA
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I live in McKinney, a fast growing city in North Central Texas, 
30 miles north of  Dallas. It’s almost equidistant to the two 

closest casinos in Southern Oklahoma, Choctaw Casino and 
Resort in Durant and WinStar World Casino in Thackerville.  

I was the Oklahoma reporter-writer for 
Southwest Poker News the past two years. I want 
to thank Ante Up for this opportunity to write 
for this magazine every month as “the voice of  
my poker community,” which I certainly intend 
to become. 

At press time, the World Series of  Poker Cir-
cuit was in full swing at Choctaw. This is the 
second largest circuit stop in terms of  number 

of  players and second only to the stop in Hammond, Ind., near 
Chicago. 

Sean Stevens from Las Vegas won the first no-limit hold’em 
ring out of  533 entrants for a nice cash of  $34,380. Event 2 was 
a pot-limit Omaha contest and out of  254 players, Christopher 
Benoy of  Arlington, Texas, won a ring and $18,667.  

Now here is where it starts to get big: Event 3 was a $365 
buy-in with four starting flights, and there was a whopping 
2,857 entries. We’ll have all the results of  this WSOPC stop 
next issue.

WiNSTAR: The Mini River Series runs Feb. 4-17, including a 

$1K main event. See the ad on Page 11 for the schedule.
RiNg RETURNED: Now for a feel good story involving the trav-

eling poker dealer network that deals the WSOPC and many 
other events all over the country. 

I have come to know many of  these dealers and the floor 
staff  over the past four years and count many as my friends. I’m 
always impressed by their professionalism, pride in their work 
and their friendly customer-service can-do attitude. 

Ross Bybee, a local well-known Texas pro all of  the dealers 
know and like, has a great dealer-network story. At the Ham-
mond WSOPC stop in October 2013, he took over a hotel 
room from some dealers that had to leave early. 

Evidently there were some extra room keys floating around 
and one night he went back to his room to find someone had 
taken some of  his things, including the WSOPC ring he won 
at Choctaw. 

He put out a call on Facebook requesting help from the deal-
er network in getting his ring back, no questions asked. The 
comments on FB were supportive of  Ross; the dealers were 
upset and took it as a black mark on their reputation. 

To make a long story short, Ross got his ring back at Choc-
taw just after this event started, completely restoring the faith in 
this fine group of  people. The traveling dealer network rocks!
— Email John D. Short at anteupjohndshort@gmail.com.

choctaw’s wsoPc event is in full swing

JOHN D. SHORT 
S. OKLAHOMA

N
E

W
S





Naser Alkhatib of  Mankato, Minn., won the December Mid-
States Poker Tour event at Canterbury Park in Shakopee 

for $93,734. The $1,100 event drew 366 runners and gener-
ated a prize pool of  $353,714. 

Alkhatib entered the final table with the lead 
(more than 2.2 million chips, almost double the 
nearest competitor). He maintained the lead 
for the entire final table and had almost a 6-to-
1 lead when beginning heads-up play against 
Shane Nelson. Play lasted about 30 minutes until 
Alkhatib took down the event. 

While this is the first cash in an MSPT event, 
Alkhatib isn’t a stranger to final tables. He won the Canterbury 
HPT event in 2012 and has had six other final tables over the 
years at various events in Minnesota. This gives him almost 
$400K lifetime earnings, according to The Hendon Mob da-
tabase.

MSPT PLAYER OF THE YEAR: It was an exciting end to the 2013 
campaign as the top two players in the MSPT POY race made 
the final table of  the last event at Canterbury Park. When Pat-
rick Steele finished 10th, Brett Kuznia needed to finish third to 
tie in points for POY. Steele clinched the title when Kuzina 
finished seventh. Steele had five cashes and four final tables for 
the 2013 MSPT season.
— Email John Somsky at john.somsky@gmail.com.

alKhatiB wins title

JOHN SOMSKY 
MiNNESOTA

MINNESOTA

MATT STROUD 
LOUiSiANA

Cypress Bayou Casino will close its poker room Feb. 2. This 
decision was made by the casino’s management team and out 
of  the poker room manager’s hands. The staff  will reduce the 

requirements to hit the bad-beat jackpot (at 
$90K as of  Jan. 1) to allow the regulars a chance 
to hit the jackpot before the poker room closes. 
Being a longtime regular myself  and the close 
relationship Ante Up had with this particular 
poker room, we will be sad to see it close and 
hope one day it will reopen.

ACHORN WiNS: While in Biloxi, Miss., for the 
Million Dollar Heater in January, I had the pleasure of  watch-
ing Tray Achorn of  Baton Rouge win his first event in Omaha/8, 
taking home for the trophy to make it official. When heads-up, 
which was took four hours with multiple lead changes, Achorn 
and Randall Valentine of  Gulfport, Miss., agreed to a $6,300 
chop. At one point, Achorn was down to three big blinds and 
managed to work his way back to take home the trophy.

Tommy Lashley of  Carencro, La., a regular at Cypress Bayou 
Casino, was chipleader of  this tournament for most of  the two 
days and finished fourth ($1,839).
— Email Matt at matt.anteup@gmail.com. Follow him on Twitter @
acadianapkrplyr and visit facebook.com/acadianapokerplayers.

Cypress Bayou closing poker room Feb. 2

LOUISIANA

POKER 
CRUISES

*All prices are per person, based on double occupancy, and include taxes, 
 government fees and port charges. Limited number of staterooms available 

 at these introductory rates.  Ships Registry Bahamas

ANTEUPCRUISES.COM 

BOOKINGS MUST BE MADE THROUGH 
ANTE UP TO PLAY IN THE POKER 
ROOM, PER CRUISE LINE POLICY.  

QUESTIONS? CALL JEANNE COSENZA 
@ 727-742-3843

MARCH 30-APRIL 6
LOS ANGELES

TO THE 
MEXICAN RIVIERA!

CALL NOW FOR 
BEST RATES!

Norwegian Cruise Line’s Star
Port stops in Cabo San Lucas, 
Mazatlan and Puerto Vallarta!





MID-ATLANTIC

MGM National Harbor, a subsidiary of  MGM Resorts 
International on Dec. 20 was awarded a license to oper-

ate the sixth casino in Maryland. The Maryland Video Lottery 
Facility Location Commission’s decision validates MGM’s vi-

sion as the clear choice to build and operate a 
world-class destination resort casino in Prince 
George’s County at National Harbor.

MGM’s winning proposal is centered on a 
$925 million investment designed to respect 
the rich history and atmosphere of  Prince 
George’s County while meeting the needs of  
the sophisticated Maryland marketplace. The 

300-suite 4.5-star quality hotel will feature a mix of  resort ame-
nities and entertainment experiences, including a casino with 
poker as part of  140 table games and 3,600 slots.

The facility is expected to open in July 2016.
HOLLYWOOD PERRYViLLE: This Maryland poker room’s tourna-

ment play, which began in October, has really blossomed lately. 
Word of  mouth, Twitter and other social-media sharing has 
led to larger fields in the Saturday (9:30 a.m.) $35 event. Nearly 
100 entrants registered on the Saturday just after Christmas 
(first-place money was $880, nine places paid). 

Fields are expected to grow and a Sunday (1 p.m.) $35 event 
was added in January as this payout and buy-in is attractive in 
today’s economy. Re-entries until the end of  the second break 
are allowed and there’s a 10K stack for these events. New pro-
motions are slated for the upcoming months so check your 
Bravo app or call the poker room.

DOVER DOWNS: The Crown Royal Poker Room will have tour-
naments on Wednesday-Saturday with guaranteed prize pools. 
There will be a special $100 Presidents Day tournament Feb. 
17 with a $3K guarantee.

Players who have played for 25 hours in a week will be re-
warded with $50 the next week. Ask for details.

PPA/LiONS CLUB: The Poker Players Alliance is supporting the 
Montclair Lions Club’s Winter Classic 2014 charity tourna-
ment Feb. 22 at the Dumfries-Triangle Rescue Squad 3R in 
Dumfries, Va. The $50 event gets you 5,500 chips. 

MARYLAND LiVE: The poker room at Maryland Live Casino will 
host a series of  monthly satellites for the PPC Aruba World 
Championship in October. The satellite series takes place Feb. 
10-15 with $60 tournaments Monday- Saturday for a chance to 
win a $520 buy-in $5K PPC Aruba prize package tournament 
on Feb. 16. The week-long tournaments will be each month 
through August.

The satellite series will be Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, 
Friday and Saturday at 11 a.m.; Tuesday and Sunday at 7 p.m. 
For information, visit marylandlivecasino.com.
— Email Michael Young at anteupmike@gmail.com. 

MiCHAEL YOUNg 
MiD-ATLANTiC

mgm to oPen casino 
in maryland in 2016
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NORTHEAST

Mega Stack returns to impressive results

The Golden Nugget in Atlantic City relaunched its poker 
room after closing for two months. The previous room 

featured the area’s only $1-$2 no-limit hold’em game with 
an unlimited buy-in. There have been many 
changes since October with Michael Conroy as the 
poker director. The room has multiple low-limit 
cash games and is on Bravo Live.

The Golden Nugget has been running nu-
merous promotions to increase poker traffic, 
including half  rake, a bad-beat jackpot and a 
high-hand wheel. 

The poker room has started four tourna-
ments a week featuring guarantees of  $2.5K and $3.5K. The 
10-table poker room is in the old high-limit slots area. Golden 
Nugget also launched its online poker platform this year under 
goldennuggetpoker.net.

BORgATA: One lucky online poker player will be receiving 
$1 million through a live-play final table Feb. 1 at Borgata in 
Atlantic City. Party Poker and the Borgata have been featuring 
New Jersey’s Next Poker Millionaire since the inaugural date of  
legal online gaming. 

The promotion will gather eight finalists at the Borgata. It 
will be Atlantic City’s version of  the Chris Moneymaker story as 
contestants will be the winners of  weekly freerolls and point 

satellites. Any player who made a $50 deposit or signed up for 
a new account seven days before the semifinal event received a 
free ticket into the $10K semifinal freeroll.

The $1 million prize includes a handful of  tickets into the 
region’s most prestigious live events: a WPT Alpha 8 super high 
roller seat ($100K), a WPT World Championship seat ($15K), 
two entries to $3,500 WPT events at the Borgata ($7K), 52 
tournament entries to the online Sunday $50K ($10,400), $8K 
in live tournament entries at Borgata, and the remainder in 
cash. The remaining balance of  $859,600 will be credited into 
the Party Poker/Borgata online account.

CAESARS ROOM CLOSED: Caesars Atlantic City, which closed its 
poker room just before the start of  2014, will not host its usual 
WSOPC stop in the spring. Also, it was scheduled to host the 
WSOPC National Championship in May, but that’s now in 
doubt. This doesn’t mean Caesars AC won’t still host the May 
event in its ballroom, but it was removed from WSOP.com and 
Caesars said the schedule was up in the air at press time. The 
national championship will be televised on ESPN and WSOP 
will offer online satellites.

Big STAX: Parx will host Big Stax 5 on Feb. 20-March 10, 
including $300, $500 and $1,500 events with guarantees of  
$150K, $150K and $250K, respectively.
— Email Jo Kim at anteupjokim@gmail.com.

JO KiM 
A.C./PHiLLY

ATLANTIC CITY/PHILADELPHIA

golden nugget reoPens after 2 months

PATRiCK 
 gALLAgHER 
NORTHEAST

In December, the 19th Foxwoods Mega Stack Challenge de-
livered a combined $860K prize pool and 2,290 entrants 

for nine deepstack events. New England has seen tremendous 
growth in the number of  poker rooms and tournament series 

over the past few years, but Foxwoods contin-
ues to draw crowds and remains the center of  
the Northeast poker universe. 

giuseppe Pizzolato of  Ridgewood, N.Y., cap-
tured the $1,200 main event, outlasting 284 
players for a $52,127 payday from the $301K 
prize pool. He beat Matthew Stark of  Long Is-
land City, N.Y. ($36,066) and Alias Mourtadh of  
Yonkers, N.Y. ($22,302).

Foxwoods has another series planned this month, plus Pres-
idents Day Weekend specials and don’t forget the Foxwoods 
Poker Classic in March. Check out foxwoods.com for more in-
formation.

MOHEgAN SUN: The Sun Poker Room continues to generate 
impressive daily action, with a solid tournament schedule, a 
growing bad beat (added in late 2013) and tours calling the 
42-table room home. The 2014 calendar has not been released, 
but look for the return of  the  popular Showdown Series. Check 
out poker.mohegansun.com for more information.

MASSACHUSETTS: With the trek toward casino licensing con-

tinuing to drag on, the addition of  casino-based poker rooms 
in Massachusetts is still more than two years away from reality. 
Two casino operators who had planned poker operations (Cae-
sars and Foxwoods) are no longer participating in the applica-
tion process, and the two operators who still are involved in the 
process (Wynn Resorts and Mohegan Sun), have not specifi-
cally committed to poker rooms. Massachusetts rounders can 
find local action (without the drive to southeastern Connecti-
cut) through pub and charity operations, including the Eastern 
Poker Tour charity tournaments. Every Monday, Wednesday 
and Saturday the EPT (easternpokertour.com) hosts regular 
charity events that feature 50-plus player fields, $20 satellites, 
guarantees, nightly $1-$2 cash games and solid play. Visit the 
website for its schedule and more information.

NYC CHARiTY EVENT: StreetWise Partners is holding a charity 
tournament Feb. 12 at the Dream Downtown Hotel in New 
York. Tickets to the event start at $295 and various levels of  
premium sponsorship opportunities are available. 

The main event begins at 7 p.m. and attire reflecting the 
1920s theme is encouraged. Starting stack is 5K chips with the 
opportunity for two $100 rebuys of  4K and 5K chips. More 
information on the event and the tournament can be found at 
streetwisespeakeasy.org. 
— Email Patrick gallagher at anteupne@gmail.com.
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ILLINOIS/INDIANA

Ten years ago, Chicagoland’s first major tournament, the 
Chicago Poker Championship, launched at Harrah’s East 

Chicago. Thomas Doyle won the main event. The next year, Doyle 
did it again, and remains the only Chicagoland 
player to win back-to-back main events. The 
second CPC main event had Annie Duke among 
the field, making her the first nationally known 
poker pro to play a major tournament here.  

HOLLYWOOD AURORA: The Tournament of  
Champions had Neil Yates taking home the 
huge trophy along with $9K. Yates, who regu-
larly plays in the $10-$20 limit games, beat 79 

players to earn his share of  the $24K prize pool.
The TOC is one of  Chicagoland’s more unique tournaments 

as winners and runners-up from Wednesday tournaments dur-
ing the year advance to the December TOC.

HORSESHOE SOUTHERN iNDiANA: The new tournament schedule 
can be found in the Where to Play section. All tournaments will 
allow re-entry up to Level 5. Wednesday’s noon tournament 
will have a final-table jackpot. Players’ names will be drawn 
randomly and must be present to win or money will roll over.

Also, the Horseshoe released its 10-event, Midwest Regional 
Poker Championship schedule on Facebook. It begins Feb. 28 
and has a $760 main event on March 8. … Its bad-beat jackpot 
for the Tuesday and Thursday tournaments was $7K at press 
time. … Rayz Rayl won the Horseshoe Poker Classic in Novem-
ber.

FACEBOOK: Both Horseshoe poker rooms in Indiana now 

have Facebook pages: Hammond is Horseshoe Chicago Poker 
Room and Southern Indiana is HSIPoker. Both offer the latest 
poker-room information.

HORSESHOE HAMMOND: Jason Summers won the $200 Sunday 
tournament, pocketing $5K. The prize pool was $18K with 
102 entrants.

SMiTH UPDATE: One of  Chicagoland’s most popular poker 
room managers, Jeremy Smith, is with the Heartland Poker Tour 
as a tournament director/advisor. Smith has been a familiar 
towering figure around many Chicagoland poker rooms. 

“I hope to bring a consistent and exciting experience for all 
HPT players at upcoming events,” Smith said.

Smith started as a poker dealer at Harrah’s East Chicago in 
2000 and worked his way up the management ladder. He dealt 
the first final table of  the first tournament at Harrah’s, and 
was the first tournament director for the HPT at Majestic Star, 
working some of  the largest HPT events there. 

Smith’s extraordinary management style was instrumental 
with the successful opening of  Horseshoe Hammond’s 34-table 
poker room in 2008 and was part of  the team that created the 
Midwest’s largest tournaments. 

Recently, Smith opened Cleveland’s Horseshoe 30-table 
poker room with a staff  of  140 managers and dealers having 
little or no experience. After opening Ohio’s first poker room, 
Smith left for Las Vegas to help run the Venetian’s Deep Stack 
Extravaganza. He also helped with the Hollywood Poker Open 
in West Virginia and the HPT in Daytona Beach, Fla.
— Email “Chicago” Joe giertuga at chicago.joe@comcast.net. 

chicagoland celeBrates 10 year-marK

JOE giERTUgA 
iLLiNOiS/iND.
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OHIO/W. VA./W. PA.

January saw the Hollywood Casino attract 440 players to 
Ohio Poker Championship Main Event, an outstanding 

event hosted by 2003 world champ Chris Moneymaker. 
The event chopped four ways with a $42K 

first prize going to iverson “Cotton” Snuffer of  
Charleston, W.V., and $28.5K to Cleveland’s 
unstoppable Mark Wahba, a.k.a. the Egyptian, 
James Ross and greg Van Horn. 

RiVERS: The poker room hosts the Three 
Rivers Poker Challenge on Feb. 17-22, 
featuring a $1K main event on Feb. 
22, thus, upping the ante for the re-
gion with another $1K buy-in event 

on the heels of  the Poker Night in America’s $1K 
main event. 

Hollywood Casino in Columbus and the Rivers Ca-
sino in Pittsburgh are planning spring events to help soften 
the blow felt by the region with the Horseshoe Cleveland’s sec-
ond failed attempt at putting together a World Series of  Poker 
Circuit event.  

COOK FOR CHARiTY: Horseshoe Cleveland floor supervisor Adam 

Cook is working hard on the charity front. On Jan. 11, he was 
given a national award for the efforts of  Operation: S.T.A.T. 
and Heartbeat of  a Teddy Bear organization. He is a tireless 
worker for the benefit of  others despite having a tough year on 
the personal front with an injury. Cook surely makes the world 
a better place and is well-deserving of  this national honor.

CASH gAMES: Things in the region remain largely the same as 
cash games dominate the regional scene with the biggest play-

ers being the Hollywood Casino in Columbus, the Horseshoe 
in Cleveland and the Rivers in Pittsburgh. 

Horseshoe Cincinnati and Hollywood Toledo con-
tinue to post a good number of  nightly cash games 
and tournaments, just at a slightly lesser volume. On 
a national scale, the number of  cash games in the re-

gion is impressive and the action is good in terms of  
lower-stakes volume and cash on the tables. The good 

news is that cold weather means inside activities and what 
could be better than poker?
— Dan Harkenrider hosts the Division of Poker and Chris Moneymaker 
radio shows. Email him at anteupdan@gmail.com and follow him on 
Twitter @DivisionofPoker.

DAN 
HARKENRiDER 

OHiO AREA

good things on the way for local Players



The Horseshoe Casino in Council Bluffs held its annual 
Holiday Poker Classic between Christmas and New Year’s 

Eve. This had a good turnout for the various events with 570 
entries overall. 

Here’s a recap of  the undercard events: 
Joshua Todd won the $125 no-limit hold’em 
“Fat Stack” event, beating 94 players to earn 
$2,762. The $150 bounty event had 161 en-
trants and ended in a six-way chop. The $200 
pot-limit Omaha triple-chance had 48 entries 
and went to Bradley Sullivan ($2,968). There 
was also a $200 O/8 event with 62 entries, 

ending in a chop between Duster Ellis and Travis Lavine. The 
$350 NLHE event had 97 entries and Jerry Moore earned the 
most money in the chop ($7,513) leaving the other three play-
ers a little less than $5K each. 

The main event, which had almost 100 players, also ended 
in a chop as Peter Campo and Paul Douglas each took home al-
most $16K.

The Horseshoe has announced a special $125 Presidents 
Day special tournament for Feb. 17 at 10 a.m. Also running 
during February will be satellites for the World Series of  Poker 
Circuit event. The dates for the WSOPC are April 10-21. This 
is always a good event with strong attendance so book your 
room early for this one. 
— Email Ken Warren at  anteupken@gmail.com. 

IOWA

KEN WARREN 
iOWA

hPc main ends in choP

WISCONSIN

A group of  Wisconsin poker players, headed by Poker Play-
ers Alliance state director Steve Verrett, has hired an attorney 
that will issue a declaratory judgment regarding the legality of  

poker as a skill game. Based on federal prec-
edent and the language of  state gambling stat-
utes, the group believes it has a shot of  legal-
izing poker, which is only offered in casinos on 
Indian reservations across the state. 

The PPA legal team in Washington, D.C., 
will provide free legal support for the effort, 
while local players have turned out in force to 
help cover the declaratory judgment attorney 
fee. On Dec. 28, a legal fund charity tourna-

ment at Bowl-A-Ward Lanes in Madison raised $3,800 toward 
the $10K goal.

“This is very real and if  all is successful, we could see Wis-
consin have the same types of  poker facilities as California and 
other states,” Verrett said. “We have put over two years of  re-
search and time into this effort and we are very close to making 
this happen.”

For more information, contact Verrett at (608) 333-1944.
— Email Chad Holloway at anteupchad@yahoo.com.

Grassroots campaign looking to 
legalize live poker in Wisconsin

CHAD HOLLOWAY 
 WiSCONSiN
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WANT TO HOST AN AUPT EVENT?  CALL SCOTT LONG AT 727-331-4335

By Scott Long

Cordova Restaurant Casino is reintroducing itself  to the 
Northern California poker community, and it’s doing it in 

grand fashion by hosting an Ante Up Poker Tour champion-
ship that’s going to put someone on the cover of  Ante Up for 
just $220.

“This event for us is a way to tell everyone that we are 
back,” said Robert Ketchum, poker director at Cordova Casino 
in Rancho Cordova, just east 
of  Sacramento. “I think most 
poker players look for the ‘most 
bang for your buck’ and that’s 
exactly what we are doing with 
this tournament. We want to 
give our poker-playing custom-
ers the opportunity to enjoy 
and fully play a game and have 
a pretty decent potential prize 
pool without breaking their wal-
lets.”

The Cordova Casino Ante 
Up Championship will be just 
the one main event as it kicks 
off  the 2014 Ante Up Poker 
Tour season, and features two 
starting flights on Feb. 15 (10 a.m. and 7 p.m.). Players who ad-
vance to Day 2 will resume at noon on Feb. 16, with the cham-
pion earning cash, a seat in the Ante Up World Championship 
Main Event, a personalized AUPT champion’s jacket and his 
or her picture on the cover of  the March issue of  Ante Up.

Players will start with 8,000 units, and can get an additional 
2,000 by registering before Feb. 1 and 2,000 more for a $10 
dealer appreciation. Levels will be 20 minutes for the first three 
rounds, and 30 minutes for all remaining levels. Re-entry and 
late entry are offered.

Before or after the tournament, cash games expected to run 
include $1-$2 no-limit, $1-$3 no-limit and $2-$5 no-limit.

“Our poker room is on a lower level away from the carnival 
games,” Ketchum said. “TVs surround the poker tables for 
players to enjoy their favorite sporting events. Our poker room 
has a very comfortable and relaxing feel to play poker.”

Cordova Restaurant Casino features a luxury lodge-like 
motif  with a stylish decor sure to make all entrants comfort-
able while they play. The smoke-free casino features an elegant 
restaurant and bar, with a menu that ranges from ribeyes to 

quesadillas to Asian, and regular 
happy hours. Several major ho-
tel chains have locations nearby. 
Two (Residence Inn and Hyatt 
Place) are offering discounted 
rates for players who mention 
Cordova Casino when booking. 

Ketchum is looking forward 
to reintroducing the cardroom 
to players in the Sacramento 
area and beyond.

“Players can expect a consis-
tency and loyalty that we have 
not displayed before,” Ketchum 
said. “We are guaranteeing that 
we will provide an outstanding 
atmosphere with knowledgeable 

dealers and staff. For the start of  this process, we will not be 
promotion heavy, but with what we do, we will guarantee its 
stability. We will also make every guest feel comfortable to play 
here at all hours of  the day and night. We have, hands down, 
the best cardroom facility in all of  Sacramento and it is time 
to fill it up.” 

Cordova Casino’s sister property, 101 Casino in Petaluma, 
just north of  San Francisco, will host an Ante Up Poker Tour 
championship event in April.

Visit anteupmagazine.com/cordovacasino for more information 
on Cordova’s event, and visit AnteUpPokerTour.com for informa-
tion on all 2014 Ante Up Poker Tour locations. S
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CORDOVA CASINO ANTE UP CHAMPIONSHIP, FEB. 15-16

cordova casino hosts first 2014 auPt stoP

For just $220, Cordova Casino 
is giving you a chance to land 

on the cover of Ante Up!



WANT TO HOST AN AUPT EVENT?  CALL SCOTT LONG AT 727-331-4335

Triton Poker Chip Company, Off  Tilt Custom Poker Ta-
bles and JCS Enterprises have been announced as the first 

sponsors of  the 2014 Ante Up Poker Tour.
“All three of  the Ante Up Poker Tour’s initial sponsors are 

innovators in their field,” said Scott Long of  Ante Up Poker Me-
dia, creator of  the AUPT. “We encourage our host locations 
and players on the tour, and future sponsors, to consider them 
for their gaming needs.” Companies wishing to sponsor the 
AUPT can call (727) 331-4335.

TRiTON POKER CHiP COMPANY: Triton Poker Chip Company is 
a design and manufacturing company for custom poker chips 

and gaming focusing on casinos, 
poker rooms and specialty markets. 
While poker chips are Triton’s main 
business, it also supplies custom casi-

no-grade playing cards, table felts and other accessories needed 
for casino and poker room operations. Triton is owned and 
founded by a combat veteran Donny Campbell, who retired from 
the U.S. Marine Corps after sustaining injuries in Iraq. Triton 
also provides chips and other equipment for Ante Up Cruises.

“Being the Official Poker Equipment Supplier for the Ante 
Up Poker Tour is a great opportunity for Triton and we look 
forward to working with the various poker rooms for the tour,” 
Campbell said.

OFF TiLT CUSTOM POKER TABLES: Founded in a garage in 2006, 
Off  Tilt has designed and built tables for the World Series of  
Poker, poker pros including Mike “Mouth” Matusow and Phil Hell-

muth, casinos, poker rooms and players all over the world. Its 
tables are in use on five continents and in more than 11 coun-

tries.
Off  Tilt Custom Poker Tables also 

will be supplying tables for two Ante Up 
Cruises:  March 30 out of  Los Angeles 
and Oct. 19 out of  Galveston, Texas.

“Off  Tilt is proud to join the Ante 
Up poker family and provide high quality gaming tables for 
their poker cruises,” said Bryan Knott, founder and president of  
Off  Tilt Inc. “We are excited to show Ante Up players what it 
truly means to play Off  Tilt style.”

JCS ENTERPRiSES: JCS Enterprises is a national company pro-
viding “Virtual Concierge” kiosks and the GeeBo network. The 
GeeBo network includes a mobile app that permits consumers 

to pay and shop cashless. The app is free in the 
iTunes and Android marketplaces.

 “The GeeBo network is a quick and easy op-
tion that poker rooms can offer to its customers 
as a safe and secure method of  payment. Players 
can purchase poker tournaments and ensure they 
never miss out on a great tournament because 
they arrived too late,” said Patrick Murphy, national 
account manager for JCS Enterprises. “We look 

forward to working with all interested Ante Up Poker Tour 
locations in establishing the GeeBo network in their poker 
room.” S
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By Scott Long

Running Aces Card Club hosted one of  the first events in 
the inaugural season of  the Ante Up Poker Tour, and 

in 2014, it has chosen one of  its most popular events for the 
AUPT schedule, its Spring Poker Classic.

“The Spring Poker Classic is a growing event that we have 
run for the past couple years,” tournament director Tristan Wil-
berg said. “We were so successful with our Midwest Poker 
Classic in the fall that we decided to run a similar event 
in the spring.”

The event runs from March 7-17 at the cardroom 
in Columbus, Minn., just north of  Minneapolis. It’ll 
be the first regional event on the AUPT schedule. So 
while the winner of  the main event will not appear 
on the cover of  Ante Up, he or she will still earn plenty 
of  cash, a seat in the Ante Up World Championship Main 
Event and a personalized AUPT champion’s jacket.

“This year’s SPC will be redesigned to more closely resemble 
our highly successful 2013 MPC,” Wilberg said. “We will have 
a six-max event, a high roller, several Omaha tournaments, a 
HORSE event and a ladies-edge event.

A complete schedule and structures will be available soon 
at anteupmagazine.com/runningaces, but Wilberg said players 
can count on the long structures that have become a hallmark 

of  Running Aces tournaments.
“When designing the structures, it was very important to me 

that players would have the time to play their cards and not get 
to a less-than-10-big-blinds average stack and feel like they are 
just ‘flipping,’ ” Wilberg said. “I feel that it allows skill to come 
more to the forefront. It allows players to choose to make plays 
instead of  forcing them to do so. It was also very important to 

me that there was plenty of  play when we reach the final 
table. That is the most important time in the tourna-

ment and there are so many structures that do not 
focus on that.”

Running Aces also is a major supporter of  the 
October Ante Up Poker Cruise out of  Galveston, 
Texas, and Wilberg said players can expect added-

cruises and qualifiers for that sailing to be a part of  
the SPC schedule.
Running Aces also offers several Las Vegas-style table games, 

all without antes and most with  progressive jackpots and side 
bets, and the Winner’s Circle restaurant. 

The card club has partnered with three hotels within five 
miles of  the racino, all of  which are offering 15 percent dis-
counts for players who mention the Ante Up tournament when 
booking. Links to the hotels can be found at anteupmagazine.
com/runningaces. S

looK for deeP structures at running aces

Initial sponsors named for 2014 AUPT season
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By Scott Long

When Seminole Hard Rock Hollywood announced a jaw-
dropping $10 million guarantee tournament that would 

need to attract at least 2,000 players to avoid an overlay, it be-
came immediately apparent the winner would take a command-
ing lead in Ante Up’s Player of  the Year race.

That’s because Ante Up’s formula weighs field size much more 
strongly than buy-in. But when you combine a field size that hit 
2,384 with a $5,300 buy-in, a winning player couldn’t ask for 
much more to earn POY points.

But for Blair Hinkle, his win in South Florida made it all the 
more impossible for anyone to catch him since he had more than 
430 POY points from a seventh-place finish at Choctaw Resort 
in August. Paired with the 2,306 he earned with the handsome 
payday at Hard Rock, Hinkle easily held on to be Ante Up’s 
2013 Player of  the Year.

Also in 2013, Hinkle had four cashes at the World Series of  
Poker, including one in the Carnivale of  Poker Main Event, as 
well as a World Series of  Poker Circuit cash.

Here is the rest of  the 2013 Ante Up POY Top 10:

2. Matthew Waxman, Parkland, Fla.
Waxman had a strong November in Ante Up events, finishing 

eighth in the DeepStacks World Championship event at Mohe-
gan Sun in Connecticut before coming home to Florida to win 
the Rock ‘n’ Roll Poker Open Main Event at Seminole Hard 
Rock Hollywood. He also earned points with two top-10 fin-
ishes at the Isle Casino Pompano (Isle Open and Battles at the 
Beach).

3. Justin Bonomo, Las Vegas
Bonomo, who had two top-10 finishes at the World Series of  

Poker and much success overseas in 2013, lands here on our list 
by virtue of  his runner-up finish to Hinkle in Hollywood.

4. Kaophone Inthavong
The winner of  the massive River Poker Series Main Event at 

WinStar World in August was near the POY lead for a while.

5. Joseph Kuether, Elm Grove, Wis.
Just like in the River, the winner of  the Arizona State Champi-

onship at Talking Stick Resort in August earned a ton of  points.

6. Jeffrey Fielder, Des Moines, Iowa
Fielder won one of  the first Ante Up qualifying events of  the 

year, the WSOPC main event at Choctaw Resort, and held on to 
the top spot for more than half  the year.

7. Matthew Kirby, Bemidji, Minn.
Kirby started strong with a runner-up finish to Fielder at 

Choctaw, and added more points in October with a fourth-place 
finish at Canterbury Park’s Fall Poker Classic.

8. Mukhul Pahuja, Hicksvile, N.Y.
Pahuja had four top-10 finishes in previous Ante Up qualify-

ing events over the years, but he only needed a third-place finish 
in the Seminole Hard Rock Poker Open Main Event to crack 
the top 10 this year.

9.  William Chao, Elk Grove, Calif.
Chao arguably did the most work to make the top 10 this 

year, winning the Sweet 16 Series Main Event, taking fourth in 
the Heartland Poker Tour main event and sixth in an Ante Up 
NorCal Classic event, all at Thunder Valley Casino Resort in 
California.

10. Jordan Cristos
Cristos won another of  the annual big three events - the World 

Poker Tour Legends of  Poker Main Event at Bicycle Casino near 
Los Angeles to take the final spot in this year’s top 10. S

In 2014, Ante Up is shifting away from a general player-of-
the-year ranking system to one focused on the Ante Up Poker 
Tour. And a new partner will make sure all players who cash 
in AUPT events will get an even bigger spotlight.

All players who cash in any AUPT event will earn points 
toward the AUPT Player of  the Year race, based on a formula 
created by Global Poker Index, the most recognizable name 
in poker rankings. 

Rankings will be anchored on AnteUpPokerTour.com, but 
players will be able to click through to GPI’s website (Global-
PokerIndex.com) for more information on players beyond 

their success in the AUPT.
GPI maintains a weekly ranking of  the top 300 tournament 

players in the world. AUPT events that meet GPI’s minimum 
requirements will be included in that ranking as well.

In 2013, players had to finish in the top 10 of  AUPT events 
and the main events of  other Ante Up partner series to earn 
points. The changes in 2014 will make earning a spot on the 
list accessible to more players, and increase the value of  play-
ing multiple AUPT events.

The Ante Up Poker Tour kicks off  this month at Cordova 
Casino in Rancho Cordova, Calif. S

Global Poker Index to track 2014 Ante Up Poker Tour Player of the Year

hinKle is 2013 ante uP Player of the year
Blair Hinkle’s historic 
victory at Hard Rock 

put him over the top.
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n.j. online PoKer taKes off, stars shot down 
Just one month after New Jersey opened real-money online 

poker to its residents and visitors, the numbers are coming in 
and they’re pretty impressive. More than 125K 
people signed up to create an online account 
within the state. There were around 50K who 
signed up the first week and 75K more after 
that. This is great news for the state, and even 
greater news for the online operators and ca-
sino owners, providing proof  to the other U.S. 
states considering online poker that, to use 
a line from the movie Field of  Dreams, “If  you 

build it, they will come.”
Partypoker.com, which is teamed with the Borgata Hotel 

and Spa, just released its mobile app for iOS devices (Apple), 
which features real and play-money games up to stakes as big 
as $25-$50, but no tournaments. It has yet to be determined 
how many users will utilize this app, but as the online poker 
community grows there, it is sure to be popular among those 
players on the go.

The Golden Nugget received its authorization to provide 
online gaming in New Jersey. There was a short delay in get-
ting the OK from the New Jersey Gaming Commission, but 
now it’s providing games on its sites. This makes the seventh 
property in the state to go live with online gaming.

Just as the gaming commission was approving the Golden 
Nugget’s online license, it was denying PokerStars.com its re-

quest to be a licensed online provider. 
Because of  accusations of  wrongdoing levied on PokerStars 

and some of  its executive management over the past couple 
of  years, the commission has suspended the application review 
process for up to two years. PokerStars was quick to respond 
to the news: 

“We are disappointed that the NJ Division of  Gaming En-
forcement has suspended the review of  our application at this 
time. We note that the DGE will resume the review of  our ap-
plication if  our circumstances change. We will remain in open 
dialogue with the DGE and will update them on changes in our 
situation as they occur.”

 In a January announcement, PokerStars head of  corporate 
communications Eric Hollreiser said PokerStars is committed to 
enter into the online gaming business not only in New Jersey, 
but will seek other states where it can be a major player in the 
market in 2014. 

But there likely will be roadblocks. Most of  the regulation 
and laws that have been written have been specific as to who 
can be licensed as an online operator and the criteria they have 
to meet. 

This criteria has typically included a “Bad Actor” clause, 
which prohibits companies that have had checkered pasts, or 
are still involved in litigation, to be allowed or considered for 
a license for a specific period of  time. So, it may be hard for 
PokerStars to break into the U.S. market for a while. S

JOEL gATLiN 
ONLiNE POKER

NOTHIN’ BUT ’NET 

A look at the online poker scene
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I was playing recently in a $5-$10 PLO game at the Horse-
shoe in Hammond Indiana and had an interesting river situ-

ation. We were deep-stacked and five-handed with lots of  his-
tory between solid players.

PREFLOP: I had 9C-9D-5C-5S in the big blind 
and everyone limped in except the under-the-
gun player. I took my option and raised to $50; 
everyone called. 

Checking my option would have been fine, 
but you have to build a pot to win a pot; plus, 
I was stuck.

FLOP: We were four ways to a flop of  QC-8H-
7S and everyone checked. Nothing interesting 

on this street, but I still unsafely assumed the players that were 
last to act didn’t have a hand worth protecting or extracting 
value.

TURN: The turn was the JC bringing a flush draw. Everyone 
checked again. You might be asking why I didn’t bluff  with my 
blockers to the nuts (9C-9D) and the answer is simple: The pot 
is small and we’re deep. 

With three opponents on a draw-heavy board the chances 
of  me taking the pot there were small. For me to win, I would 
likely have to bet the turn out of  position, fade all of  the scary 
river cards, bet again, and get a fold. Too many variables.

RiVER: The river brought the 5D, giving me bottom set, and 
this is where things got interesting. The small blind checked 

to me and with $200 in the pot, I bet $50. The player on my 
left called the $50 and the player who was last to act raised to 
$250. The small blind folded and the action was back on me. I 
decided to make it $600 and everyone folded. You’re probably 
thinking, “You made a donk bluff  with blockers, big deal.” But 
let me walk you through it.

My first reason for betting only $50 is I had a hand that 
could extract value from two pair, but I needed to bet small to 
get a light call. 

Also, if  I go to showdown, people see I’m value-betting light 
on the river and might pay me off  more in the future. Advertis-
ing. But my main reason for betting small is I open the door for 
someone to make a play at the pot or try to make a value raise 
with a bad straight since my bet looks so weak.

The fish fell for my trap and raised to $250, which is just 
atrocious because he rarely, if  ever has the nuts. He was the last 
person to act on the turn when the nut straight got there, plus 
I have two nines in my hand. 

With that information in mind, I know he’s making a stone 
bluff  or value-betting a bad straight. In case it was the latter, I 
raised to $600 to represent the missed check-raise on the turn. 
Everyone at the table had so much history with each other that 
I needed it to look believable, and a three-bet on the river in a 
four-way pot looks pretty damn strong.

You could argue a check-raise on the river would have suf-
ficed, but cash-game poker is an art, not a science. S

JAY 
HOUSTON

OMAHA 

RiVER LOgiC iN A CHECKED POT
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One of  the most basic hold’em strategies often overlooked 
by players regardless of  skill level is control.

Let’s take a closer look. All players control whether they 
enter a hand and the position they must play 
under during the hand. When out of  position, 
you can’t control your betting pattern. Do you 
bet or check? You’re at the mercy of  all players 
behind you. You have no control when out of  
position.

Once you’re committed to a hand, you can 
control the size of  the pot. Playing for a big pot usually will in-
dicate a strong holding, playing for small pots usually indicates 
a drawing hand or one pair. You have control as to which you 
want to play.  

You may be able to control your tells, which are as much 
a part of  hold’em as position, betting, bluffing and folding.  
Some players feel they can read players and often the better 
players can do so. What they seldom realize is they also give off  

tells and don’t know it. Only you can control your tells during a 
hand or session. Trying to play with this understanding of  your 
tells will give you better control.

Controlling joy and anger during a session may be difficult 
for emotional players or a player who can’t win or lose with 
style or grace. I hate losing more than I love winning; by under-
standing this I’m able to control both. Class will always come 
to the forefront when winning or losing a hand.

Controlling the amount of  talking you do during a hand or 
session is the ultimate of  control. I love to play with talkers 
who give more information during and after a hand than they 
realize. I talk when appropriate (loose friendly tables) and shut 
up on tough tables. I try to determine what information I can 
receive by doing either. Talking is a double-edged sword, so 
control what you can. Good luck.

— Antonio Pinzari has been playing professionally since the ’70s. He’s 
the creator of 23 Poker and Wild Tallahassee Poker, which you can learn 
more about at WildTallahasseePoker.com.

you only can control what you can control 

ANTONiO 
PiNZARi

BETTING ERRORS



By now, you’ve noticed there’s no end to the things we should 
look for at the poker table to give us a clue as to what the 

other player has, intends or is lacking. Mike Caro’s book covers 
about 50 of  those things and my 200 Poker 
Tells expands on that. With each new book or 
article here in Ante Up, there are more things to 
look for and that’s great.

Most of  my readers know when it comes to 
poker tells, I start with the top of  the head and 
work my way to the toes. There’s always some-
thing there to see, whether it’s the hat being 
lifted to ventilate the head (stress), the sudden 

lip-biting (need to pacify), neck-touching (issues/concerns) or 
the thumbs that pop up (positive emotions) on the river. All of  
these reflect what’s going on in the brain; they “tell” on us. But 
this information is of  little utility if  one important factor is miss-
ing: how to properly observe.

Our parents taught us how to look. They probably said look 
left and right before you cross. Look to see who’s at the door be-
fore you open it, and so on. But rare is the parent who teaches 
us how to observe. Did anyone ever say, “hold still and look 
straight ahead, relax the muscles of  the face and the eyes, now 
allow yourself  to see peripherally as much as you see directly 

in front of  you?” And yet how we observe will determine how 
much we observe and how honest that observation really is.

We assume all observations are honest yet we have long 
known that intrusive observation affects what we observe. If  an 
opponent knows you’re staring at them, you’re in effect influ-
encing the observation. You’re saying, “I am interested in what 
you’re concealing.” Subconsciously, when we know someone is 
trying to read us, we instinctively try to hide what we’re think-
ing or feeling (we call that a poker face) or we try to do some 
perception management (making you think I’m weak, when 
I’m strong). Because this is universal and subconscious, the se-
cret then is to observe without being noticed so we can observe 
the more honest or pure behaviors.

So how do we achieve that? Just as I mentioned, relax the 
eyes and facial muscles. Look at players indirectly. Pick a point 
on the table you can comfortably stare at that also allows you 
to see the players hands, torso, shoulders, face and hair. By not 
staring at the player, you’re more likely to get better reads on 
opponents since they will get the impression you’re not inter-
ested in them. Try it out; it gets easier over time and your ob-
servation skills will increase.
 — Joe Navarro is a former FBi agent and author of What Every Body is 
Saying and 200 Poker Tells. Follow him on Twitter at @navarrotells. 

WHAT EVERY “BODY” IS SAYING

tells are all aBout maKing oBservations
More by Joe Navarro 
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I always find it curious when a player gets upset that an op-
ponent didn’t react in a way that said player hoped he would 

have. For instance, enraged player fires three bullets and gets 
called by a light but winning hand. Enraged 
player curses the calling station and asks how 
he could have made such a stupid call. 

Now, this is just one example and maybe 
the opponent was a novice calling station here. 
But often in these situations, I find the novice 
to be the enraged player. No matter who you 
are or what level you’re playing, you’re going 

to encounter unpredictable play. Sometimes this is the result 
of  a newbie having no idea what he’s doing. If  a player doesn’t 
know what he’s doing, then there’s no way you’re going to fig-
ure out what he’s doing. However, you can adjust and play ac-
cordingly. 

Often, however, we don’t give opponents credit for mixing 
up their play, thinking one or two levels deep or just plain out-
playing us. The key thing is this: When an opponent doesn’t 
play the way you want him to, don’t get upset and blame your 
opponent. Everyone is entitled to play their hand their way. 
Poker is the ultimate capitalist venture. You pay to play and 
you’re entitled to play any way you want. 

If  you want to be a winning player, your job is to figure out 
how your opponent is playing, why he’s playing that way, and 
what his motivation and tendencies are. Once you figure that 
out, then you can find ways to manipulate and exploit that. 
Poker is not played in a vacuum. Yes, sometimes players will 
stay in line exactly how you want them to, but those situations 
are not nearly enough to feed your bankroll.

It’s human nature to project our frame of  reference on oth-
ers. That’s a big mistake. We’re all unique and poker is a situ-
ational specific game. The most important quality for a win-
ning player to possess is empathy. One definition of  empathy 
is “the intellectual identification with or vicarious experiencing 
of  the feelings, thoughts or attitudes of  another.” Memorize 
this. Write it down if  need be. Take it with you next time you 
enter a poker room. 

Mastering empathy will take work. Study and probe. Ask 
questions. Discuss poker with friends and acquaintances. Learn 
to identify with others’ plights. Not just in poker, but in all as-
pects of  life. Cultivate empathy consistently every day in and 
out of  the poker room. You’ll soon find you’ll not only become 
a better poker player, but a better person. 
— David Apostolico is the author of You are the Variable: Play Your Best 
Poker, ($5.99 for Kindle). Email him at thepokerwriter@aol.com. 

DAViD 
APOSTOLiCO

INTROSPECTIVE POKER

LEARNiNg TO CULTiVATE EMPATHY
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COACH’S CORNER

how to live the lag-tacular live PoKer life
BIG SLICK POKER
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Once upon a time, I played full-time poker for a living. One 
day I wrote a letter to Pima Community College in Tuc-

son, Ariz., and suggested a poker course. At the interview, I was 
shocked to learn the college intended to pay me. I thought I 

was volunteering. (We call that a labor of  love.) 
After more than five years of  teaching poker 
in a classroom, and having a poker school; I 
can confidently say I know how to coach this 
game. And without a doubt, the adage minute 
to learn, lifetime to master holds true.

A couple of  years into teaching, about eight 
of  us started a Wednesday afternoon poker 
group. What sticks out in my mind is how much 

information I took from this endeavor. I learned from this gang 
of  teachers, engineers, grandmothers, retirees and misfits. Es-
sentially, this group started off  as non-players. Now, to a man, 
they all play very well, including some who have cashed in 
World Series events and more.

Poker offers a unique opportunity for anyone who dares to 
play the game at an expert level. There simply is no other game 
of  skill where a “non-player” can take a class, develop an in-
terest and cash in a major event with a shot at a title within a 
couple of  years.

Indeed it puzzles me that more “poka-playas” (you know 
who I mean) lack the desire to hire a coach. It should be simple: 

Player A, who hires a coach, makes 20 percent more per hour 
than Player B. Yes, I get it, shut up and deal. Players wanna 
play. We love the game. Many of  us simply are unaware as to 
how much rake we pay. Imagine if  you walked into the card-
room and the manager offered you a special: “Pay me $50 now 
and you play free for the next eight hours.” The typical player 
would pass.

I coach this game from the standpoint that we are all prone 
to err. Blunders are a form of  tilt. Mistakes at the table are a 
result of  poor decisions. Often players who bemoaning their 
bad fortune forget they shouldn’t have been in the hand in the 
first place. There are 50 good reasons to hire a coach. Just make 
sure you get a good one. 

Now let’s get back to fundamentals. I wrote a “10 Command-
ments of  Poker” paper for my class. One of  my star students 
helped me edit it; thank you, Mark Warner.

Commandment 1: Thou Shalt be Prepared
• Have a game plan; you don’t go to war without a strategy.
• No-limit vs. limit and cash vs. tourney vs. SNG strategies 

are different animals.
• Short-term and long-term preparation are essential; don’t 

play unless you’re ready to play; be in correct shape (mentally 
and physically) before playing.

Now go get ’em!
— Email Mark Brement at editor@anteupmagazine.com.

MARK 
BREMENT

thou shalt Be PrePared to Play PoKer

By Sean Hansen

Hello, Ante Up Nation! Big thanks to the Ante Up crew for 
giving us the opportunity to contribute to this prestigious, 

notable, eminent and influential publication. We’re overflow-
ing with joy, teeming with pride, bursting with … what? Oh 
yeah, you probably want to talk poker.

So, this month’s concept is shifting gears. If  you’ve read our 
articles over at Southwest Poker News, you’ll know our modus ope-
randi is all about ram-and-jam, run-em-over, take-no-prison-
ers, no-holes-barred aggression at the table.  We’re not here to 
wait for hands; we’re here to gobble up every available chip at 
the table. 

But as much as we love loose-aggressive play, it’s imperative 
you don’t become too predictable. There comes a point when 
you’re lagging it up when opponents no longer care about their 
hand strength anymore; they’re just sick of  you taking down 
pots, and they will start calling you down lighter, and even the 
nittiest nits will start playing back at you.  

Recognizing when the tide shifts isn’t hard; it’s almost palpa-
ble. Players start making comments, giving you the “contempt” 
face when you raise (ask Joe Navarro about that one), eyeballing 
you before they enter a pot, openly celebrating when you lose, 
even when they weren’t in the hand. When those things start 

happening, the jig is up. 
So, do you crawl into a shell at this point? No, but you do 

have to tighten up your play. There’s no getting around it. Do-
ing so can be difficult when you’re running over the table, as 
switching over into “nit” mode grates at your soul a bit. You’re 
tempted to turn up the heat when you face resistance, increase 
your preflop bet sizes, overbetting flops when you c-bet, and 
disbelieving check-raises. In short, you begin to feel bulletproof, 
and it’s not until you’re lying in a puddle of  your own fluids 
that you realize, “Damn, I’m not Wolverine after all.”  

When we say shift gears, we mean: Stop raising speculative 
hands, even in position; stop trying to isolate when there are a 
bunch of  limpers in front of  you because they expected you to 
raise and they aren’t folding; let a few flops go here and there 
when you miss with A-K/A-Q; you don’t have to c-bet 100 per-
cent of  the time; stop floating; fire away with impunity when 
you smash a flop. They are ready to call you down or play back 
at you, so show no mercy when you make a hand.

Basically, revert to TAG poker. Play for value. You shouldn’t 
be lagging it up at all if  your TAG game isn’t solid, so this ad-
justment should be easy. Right? RIGHT?

Run good, and play better.
— Sean Hansen is the founder of Big Slick Poker Academy.



POKER LIFESTYLE

DEALiNg WiTH THE Big SWiNgS OF LiFE
By Matthew gregoire

My articles always include a correlation between poker 
and real life. During 2013, I moved to Miami from Las 

Vegas. On the surface, it seemed like a wonderful decision. The 
weather is better, the tournament scene is fantastic and you can 
find some pretty good cash games. 

Vegas always had been fun for me in short stints but living 
there long-term just didn’t satisfy me. The spot I chose to live 
in Florida is within a few hours of  the Florida Keys, Tampa, 
Ft. Lauderdale, pretty much anywhere in the state I need to be 
is easy to accomplish with a couple of  hours’ drive. 

I found a perfect little studio where my expenses would 
be cheap and combined with a couple of  casinos within five 
minutes it felt like I had ultimately made a great decision. 
Well, when all was said and done, it couldn’t have gone much 
worse. 

My girlfriend got a job dealing at one of  the casinos, so this 
was where I focused most of  my play. Because of  circumstances 
beyond her control, she lost that job and then it was a situation 
where I had to provide for both of  us. 

After this happened, I went on one of  the worst downswings 
of  my career. It was most likely a combination of  stress, bad 
play and not running fantastic; it nearly ended up being disas-

trous. I compounded the issue by deciding maybe poker wasn’t 
for me anymore. I decided to try to invest in antique cars to 
turn a profit. 

Being in horrible shape bankroll-wise and having limited ex-
perience in this new endeavor, obviously it didn’t go as planned. 
If  you add the personal stress that weighed in on my relation-
ship, things quickly went into a tailspin. 

It was when I hit rock bottom that I realized things needed 
to change. I had been playing poker for a living far too long to 
turn away from the game that has kept me financially sound. 
At this time, I decided to brush myself  off, change my approach 
and come out swinging. 

I went back to playing a game that previously was lucrative 
for me and with my new mind-set started crushing it. My girl-
friend, whom I taught to play this game, took some shots in it 
and had levels of  success as well. 

We quickly turned a bad situation into a good one. It will still 
take some rebuilding financially, but it will only be a matter of  
time before I am better than I ever was before. Sometimes it 
becomes difficult to shake off  the effects of  wild swings in life, 
but we must realize things don’t always go according to plan.
— Matthew gregoire is a pro poker player living in Miami. You can 
email him at editor@anteupmagazine.com.
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POKER PSYCHOLOGY: HEAD GAMES

What is aggression? Can it be learned? Is it a personality 
trait? Is aggression the most successful strategy?

Kyle Siler of  Cornell University, published Social and Psycho-
logical Challenges of  Poker in the Journal of  Gambling Studies. It’s an 

important piece on the nature of  aggression in 
poker for a number of  reasons: First, a repu-
table academic journal published an article on 
poker, and the article articulates the skill aspect 
of  poker. Poker being a game of  skill is impor-
tant to all legislation regarding poker. 

It’s also important because Siler analyzed a 
database of  millions of  hands played online in 

six-max no-limit poker. 
Siler finds poker is “a complex tapestry of  skill and luck, 

rationality and intuition, mathematics and psychology, fraught 
with uncertainty over outcomes, best practices and their rela-
tionships to success.” Even as I write this, I think it’s a mouth-
ful, but still one of  the best descriptions I have seen of  poker. 

The study found that aggression is a profitable strategy in 
poker. But there are some counterintuitive results. The aggres-
sion that works best is refined aggression and the tight-aggres-
sive style is most profitable for most people. Loose-aggressive 
play, however, produces the best results for a limited number of  
people and the worst results for a much larger number of  peo-
ple. Refined aggression in a tight aggressive strategy involves 
more betting and raising and folding than calling and limping. 

It involves raising when you have an advantage: cards, position, 
stack, image and read.

It also suggests as folks move up in stakes, competitive edges 
shrink. So what does this say for most of  us? 

Tight aggressive play is the most profitable style over the 
long run. Loose-aggressive play may produce the biggest wins 
and biggest losses. The study found there’s an overrepresenta-
tion of  LAG players among the biggest winners and losers.

“A high win percentage (that is the percentage of  total hands 
won by a player) is negatively correlated with win rate,” Siler 
wrote. Basically winning a lot of  pots does not mean you will 
win a lot of  money; in fact in his analysis of  more than 26 
million hands, Siler found big winners tend to win fewer, but 
bigger, pots. This is why we’ve concluded that tight-aggressive 
play is the most successful strategy. 

Aggression in poker can be learned. It’s a tactic/strategy 
that involves betting and raising when you have an advantage. 
This can be when you have better cards, better position, better 
ability or a read; what I have defined as refined aggression.

So now we have scientific information that confirms TAG is 
the best way to grind out a profit in poker. LAG may be more 
exciting and produce intermittent reinforcement, but it can 
lead to more (and bigger) losses.

Use this info to help you keep your head in the game.
— Dr. Stephen Bloomfield is a licensed psychologist and avid poker 
player. Email him at editor@anteupmagazine.com.

is it PossiBle to learn aggression in PoKer?
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By garrett Roth

I
f  you play tournament poker or watch it on TV, you prob-
ably know who Matt Savage is. He’s the most well-known 
and respected tournament director in the world and his 
advocacy has helped poker grow into the game it is today. 
He has many professional titles, including executive tour 
director of  the World Poker Tour, a founder of  the Poker 
Tournament Directors Association and tournament direc-
tor at Commerce Casino and many other poker rooms.

Savage lives in Las Vegas with his wife and children, but he 
was born and raised in San Jose, Calif. He spends much of  his 
time in Los Angeles at Commerce and also travels, directing 
the most prestigious tournaments on the circuit. He has de-
cades of  experience in the industry and has changed the game 
forever in 2001 by introducing the TDA, which standardized 
the rules of  tournament poker. 

You won’t meet a nicer or more player-conscience TD. Sav-
age goes out of  his way every day to improve the game while 
still listening and responding to player feedback. He’s a rules 
expert, so when questions arise about tournament play, blind 
structures or a hand scenario, you better believe someone is 
tweeting @SavagePoker for an answer. It’s just another way 
for him to reach out to the players and be a true ambassador 
of  the game. 

Savage and WPT executives always look to expand their 
tournament schedule and recently partnered with Thunder 
Valley Casino Resort in Lincoln, Calif., adding the Rolling 
Thunder series, which is the final leg to the California Swing. 
The tour also includes the LAPC at Commerce Casino (Los 
Angeles) and the Shooting Star at Bay 101 (San Jose). See story, 
Page 12, for more on this.

The WPT Rolling Thunder series will be March 14-19 and 
will feature a $3,500 main event.

“Thunder Valley is one of  the most beautiful rooms in the 
world,” Savage said. “Not only do they have a lot of  players 
but there’s tons of  action coming from the Bay Area and Reno. 
It’s just a beautiful property.”

Since poker players have numerous tournaments to choose 
from each year, the California Swing makes it more convenient 
to play three major WPT events in less than a month because 
they are all within driving distance of  one another. 

“It’s not hard to get from room to room,” Savage said. 
“Players can go to the LAPC at Commerce, which has always 
been one of  the biggest events on the World Poker Tour, and 
then you can go right up to Bay 101 in San Jose which, in my 
opinion, is the most unique event in poker. They can then take 
the two-hour drive up to Thunder Valley and play the WPT 
Rolling Thunder series. You get to see the whole coast of  Cali-
fornia and it’s a great time of  year to see it.”

Savage will attend all three events of  the WPT California 
Swing. The LAPC, Shooting Star and Rolling Thunder will 
all be nationally televised and the winner of  each will win an 
enormous first prize, a $25K championship seat and title of  
WPT main-event champion. S

hanging with mr. savage
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LOCATION TOURNAMENTS/SPECIAL EVENTS JACKPOTS/PROMOTIONS 

ARIZONA

Mon. & Thurs. survivor ($50, 11:15a); Tue., Wed. & Fri. ($80, 11:15a); Tue. & Wed. 
($130, 7:15p). See ad Page 9.

Mystery Jackpot Envelopes (Mon.-Fri.); Graveyard High Hand (Mon.-Fri., 2a-10a); 
Big Game Promo, Feb. 2 (9a); call for details.

Mon.-Fri. ($15, 10a) Mon. ($35, 7p); Tue. ($55, 7p); Wed. ($15, 7p); Thurs. ($100, 
7p); Sat. O/8 ($15 w/rebuys, 9a) & ($35, noon); Sun. ($20 w/rebuys, 11a & $15, 7p).

Splash pots (Mon.-Fri. & Sun.); high-hand giveaways (Mon.-Fri.).  
See ads Pages 24 & 26.

Mon. ($35, 9:30a) & $500 added ($35, 7p); Wed. $500 added ($35, 7p); Thurs. $500 
added ($35, 9:30a). See ad Page 27.

Jackpots in hold’em and Omaha; Random Splash Pots (call for details).

Mon.-Fri. ($30, noon); Mon. ($50, 7p); Tue.-Thurs. ($5 w/$5 rebuys, 7p); Fri. ($60, 
7p); Sat. ($5, noon), ($5, 4p) and ($50, 7p); Sun. ($50, noon) & ($30, 7p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is quads over aces full of 10s and Omaha is quad fours; 
Aces Cracked pays $100.

Mon. shootout ($15, 6p); Tue. Omaha/8 ($15, 7:30p); Wed. shootout ($15, 6p); 
Thurs. ($10, 7:30p); Fri. ($40, 7:30p); Sat. KO ($25, 12:30p); Sun. ($20, 3:30p).

$1K Saturdays; Aces Cracked w/multipliers; pro basketball splash pots; weekly high 
hand contest (9a-1p & 9p-1a); call for details.

Wed. ($15 w/rebuys & add-on, 7p); Sat. ($20 w/rebuys & add-on, 11a); Sun. ($30, 
11a).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is aces full of 10s beaten by quads; royals pay $200; 
Aces Cracked (daily); Super 77 bad-beat jackpot (quad 7s or better beaten).

Mon. & Thurs. ($30, noon); Tue. & Wed. ($50, 7:30p). See ad on facing page. Aces Cracked pays $100; splash pots (daily); royals pay $200 (daily); Super 777 bad-
beat jackpot starts at $25K (quad 7s or better); Rolling Cash Fever; Money Wheel.

Call for information. Call for information.
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Y BLUEWATER RESORT & CASiNO
(928) 669-7000 • bluewaterfun.com
BUCKY’S CASiNO
(928) 708-6801 • buckyscasino.com 
CASiNO ARiZONA AT TALKiNg STiCK
(480) 850-7777 • casinoaz.com
CASiNO DEL SOL
(800) 344-9435 • casinodelsol.com
CLiFF CASTLE CASiNO HOTEL
(928) 567-7999 • cliffcastlecasinohotel.com
DESERT DiAMOND
(520) 342-1810 • ddcaz.com
FT. McDOWELL CASiNO
(480) 837-1424 • fortmcdowellcasino
HARRAH’S PHOENiX AK-CHiN
(480) 802-5000 • harrahsakchin.com
HON-DAH
(928) 369-0299 • hon-dah.com
TWiN ARROWS NAVAJO CASiNO RESORT
(928) 856-7200 • twinarrows.com
VEE QUiVA CASiNO
(520) 796-7777 • wingilariver.com/vee-quiva
WiLD HORSE PASS HOTEL AND CASiNO
(800) 946-4452 • wingilariver.com/wild-horse-pass

Mon. KO ($45, 6p); Tue. ($15); Wed. ($40, 6p); Thurs. O/8 ($40, 6p); Fri. ($25, 6p); Sat. ($30 
w/$10 rebuys & add-on, 4p); Sun. crazy pineapple ($30 w/$10 rebuys & add-on, 4p).

Aces Cracked (Tue.); early bird chips (call for details). See ad Page 31.

Call for information. See ad below. Call for information.

Mon.-Fri. ($30, 10a); Wed. ($40 w/rebuys, 7p); Fri. ($25, 7p); Sat. ($95, noon). Aces Cracked (Sun.-Fri.); royals pay $100 (daily). See ad Page 8.

Mon. (10a & 6p); Tue. ladies night (6p); Wed. & Thurs. (6p); Fri. KO (6p). See ad 
Page 25.

Omaha high hand (Wed., 9a-4p & Fri., 9a-4p); progressive Aces Cracked (Sat., 
11a-11p).

Tuesday KO ($35, 7p); Thursday KO ($40, 7p). See ad Page 28. High hand pays $50 for straight flush & $50 for quads (Wed., 8p); Fill the House with 
Full House receives $15 (Fri.); Aces Cracked pays $40 (daily); royals pay $200 (daily).

CALIFORNIA
101 CASiNO
(707) 795-6121 • the101casino.com/casino
AgUA CALiENTE CASiNO
(888) 999-1995 • hotwatercasino.com
ARTiCHOKE JOE’S
(650) 589-3145 • artichokejoes.com
AViATOR CASiNO
(661) 721-7770 • theaviatorcasino.com
BANKERS CASiNO
(831) 422-6666 • bankerscasino.net 
BARONA RESORT
(619) 443-2300 • barona.com

Tue. & Thurs.-Sat. ($50, 10a); Sun. ($60, 10a); Heartland Poker Tour, Feb. 27-March 
10. See ad Page 15.

High hands; Rack Attack; Quad Pay; call for details.

No tournaments. Bad beat in hold’em pays up to $100K; bad-beat jackpot in Omaha; royal flushes pay 
$300; quads pays $100; straight flush pays $200; Aces Cracked pays up to $300.

Mon. & Wed. ($35, 6p); Thurs. & Sun. Mexican Poker $1.5K guar. ($55, 6p); Sat. $500 
added ($40, noon).

Bad-beat jackpot; Aces Cracked; Quads Bonus Hands; high hands.

Sat. & Sun. ($40, 10:30a). Pot Builders (Mon.-Fri.).

Mon. ($115, 7p); Tue. & Thurs. ($50, 7p); Sat. ($115, 1p); 1st Sat. of the month 
($295, 1p).

Numerous bad-beat jackpots; Aces & Double Aces Cracked (every odd hour, plus 
double payouts 8a-noon, daily); Splash Attack (hourly, 1:30-6:30p).

Mon. ($65 w/$40 rebuys, 6p); Tue. ($45 w/$40 rebuys, 6p); Sun. KO ($160, noon). Bad-beat jackpot pays $25K; Player Points Challenge (call for details).
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Wed. ($55 w/$50 rebuy, 6p); Fri. KO ($55, 6:30p); Sat.-Sun. ($55 w/$50 rebuy, 
noon).

Aces Cracked pays $100 (Mon.-Fri., 10a-10p); quads pay $100 (Mon.-Fri., 6a-6p); 
royal flush pays $100 (daily).

Mon.-Thurs. ($125, 9:30a); Fri. ($180, 9:30a); Sat. ($230, 9a); Sun. ($180, 9a). No promotions.

Daily Nooner ($40, noon); Mon. Omaha/8 ($75, 2p); Thurs. Mexican Poker ($30, 8p); 
Thurs.-Sun. ($50, 10p); Quantum Reload Saturdays ($40, 2p).

Get paid $5/hour to play at the Bike (call for details).

Wed.-Fri. ($40, 7p); Sat. & Sun. ($40, 2p &7p). Mini bad-beat jackpot; high hand ($50); get paid for quads ($100), straight flushes 
($150), and royals ($200); Aces or Kings Cracked.

SNGs offered Sun.-Thurs. after 11p. No jackpots.

Mon.-Fri. ($30 w/rebuy & add-on, 10a); 1st and last Sat. ($60 w/$50 add-on); 2nd Sat. 
($220 w/re-entry); 3rd Sat. ($150 w/$50 bounties); Sun. $5K guar. ($120 w/$60 add-on).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em and Omaha; cash giveaway paying out $35K (qualify 
for May 31 raffle with any full house or better).

Mon.-Thurs. ($40, 11a); Mon. & Tue. ($25 w/$10 rebuys, 6p); Fri. ($60, 11a); Sat.-
Sun. ($60, 11a) & ($25, 6p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; $100 high hands; progressive royal flush; Quantum 
Quads (call for details).

Mon.-Fri. ($40, 10:15a); Tue. ($60, 7p); Wed. ($35, 7p); Thurs. ($40, 7p); Sat. ($10 w/
rebuys and add-on, 10:15a); Sun. ($80, 10:15a). 

High-hands pay $500 and $200 for Omaha on Fri. (Mon., Fri. & Sat.); Splash the Pot 
(daily); Monte Carlo high hand board pays up to $599.

Mon.-Sat. ($20-$30, 10:15a); Mon.-Fri. ($40-$70, 7:15p); Sun. ($70, 1:15p); 
Heartland Poker Tour, Jan. 31-Feb. 10 (call for details).

$20K bad-beat jackpot (daily); royal flush jackpot in hold’em; hourly high hands.

Call for information. Call for information.

Cordova Casino Ante Up Championship, Feb. 15-16, $220 (10a and 7p starting 
flights on Feb. 15). See ad on Pages 2-3 and preview story on Page 48.

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; super bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; player rewards 
($300 for 50 hours played).

Sat. ($30 w/$20 rebuys, 8p). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Mon., Tue. Wed., ($30, 6p) $1K guarantee; Sat. & Sun., ($30, 12:30p) $1K guarantee. Jackpots available for hold’em and Omaha.

Mon. $200 freeroll (7p) (call for details); Tue. ($40, 7p); first 9 eliminated receive 
$60 for $40 buy-in for live poker; Thurs. Bail Out (cash out) event; call for details.

Call for information.

BAY 101 CASiNO
(408) 451-8888 • bay101.com
BiCYCLE CASiNO
(562) 806-4646 • thebike.com
CACHE CREEK CASiNO
(530) 796-3118 • cachecreek.com
CAPiTOL CASiNO
(916) 446-0700  • capitol-casino.com 
CASINO M8TRIX
(408) 645-0083 • casinom8trix.com 
CASiNO ROYALE
(916) 929-7529 • playcasinoroyale.com 
CHUKCHANSi gOLD RESORT & CASiNO
(866) 794-6946 • chukchansigold.com
CHUMASH CASiNO RESORT
(805) 686-1968 • chumashcasino.com
CLUB ONE CASiNO
(559) 497-3000 • clubonecasino.com
COLUSA CASiNO
(530) 458-8844  • colusacasino.com 
COMMERCE CASiNO
(323) 721-2100 • commercecasino.com 
CORDOVA CASiNO
(916) 293-7477 • cordovacasino.com 
DiAMOND JiM’S CASiNO
(661) 256-1400 • diamondjimscasino.net
FOLSOM LAKE BOWL SPORTS BAR & CASiNO
(916) 983-4411 • folsomlakebowl.com 
gOLDEN WEST CASiNO
(661) 324-6936 • goldenwestcasino.net
gRATON RESORT & CASiNO
(707) 588-7100 • gratonresortcasino.com
HARRAH’S RiNCON
(760) 751-3100 • harrahsrincon.com
HAWAiiAN gARDENS CASiNO
(562) 860-5887 • thegardenscasino.com
HOLLYWOOD PARK
(310) 330-2800 • playhpc.com
HUSTLER CASiNO
(310) 719-9800 • hustlercasinola.com
JACKSON RANCHERiA CASiNO RESORT
(209) 223-1677 • jacksoncasino.com

Sat. $1K guar. ($30, 8p). Cash giveaways (call for details). 

(Continued)

Fri. ($36 w/$20 add-on, noon) & ($51, 7p); Sat. ($31 w/$20 add-on, noon) & KO 
($65, 7p).

Aces Cracked (24-7); Midnight Splash Pot; free buffet w/3 hours of play (daily).

Daily ($30-$150); Mon.-Fri. (1p & 6:45p); Sat. (10a & 1p); Sun. (2:15a & 1p). Aces Cracked (24/7); high hand (Mon.-Fri.); Pay for Play (call for details).

Daily ($50-$90); Mon.-Fri. (11:30a & 6:30p); Sat. & Sun. (11:30a & 5p). Progressive tournament jackpot; earn points for tournaments. 

Tournaments to begin soon. Bad-beat jackpots in hold’em; royal-flush bonus pays $500.

Mon. ($50, 7p); Tue. Omaha/8 ($40, 11a); Wed. ($40, 11a) & KO ($60, 7p); Thurs. 
Crazy Pineapple ($30, 11a); Fri. ($60, 11a); Sat. ($80, 11a); Sun. satellite ($30, 7p).

Bad-beat jackpot is aces full of kings; royal flush is 10% of bad-beat jackpot (call 
for details).

Mon. & Tue. ($135 w/$60 add-on, 7p); Wed. ($135 w/$100 add-on, 7p); Thurs. KO 
($200, 7p); Fri. ($80 w/$30 add-ons, 7p); Sun. ($150 w/$100 add-on, 3p).

Progressive bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; Double Dip Jackpot; 7 Card Stud 
Progressive Jackpot.
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DELAWARE
Daily at noon, plus  Sat. & Sun. ($65, 3p); Sun.-Wed. & Fri. ($65, 7p); Thurs. ($85, 
7p); Fri. & Sat. ($100, 7p); Fri. & Sat. ($65, 10p);  Winter Classic is Jan. 1-13.

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em w/descending qualifier; $10K mini bad beat; high hand 
pays up to $1K; $20K monthly freeroll (call for details).

Mon.-Fri. ($65, 1:15p); Mon.-Thurs. & Sun. ($75, 7:15p); Fri. ($95, 7:15p); Sat. ($80, 
7:15p); Sun. ($95, 1:15p). See ad Page 42.

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; high hand; royal-flush bonus; cash-back rewards. 

Tue. & Thurs. ($60, 11a); Wed. Omaha Round by Round $1K guar. ($60, 11a); Sat. 
($60 w/rebuy & add-on, 11a); KO on 2nd Sun. of month ($90, 3p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is aces full of kings beaten by quads; high hand pays 
$200 (Mon., Wed., Fri.).

DELAWARE PARK
(302) 355-1050 • delawarepark.com
DOVER DOWNS HOTEL & CASiNO
(302) 674-4600 • doverdowns.com
HARRiNgTON RACEWAY
(888) 887-5687 • harringtonraceway.com 

COLORADO
No tournaments. Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em (quads).

Daily ($40-$300) at 10a, noon, 3p and 7p; Deepstack Fri.-Sun. ($160-$210, noon); 
Heartland Poker Tour series, Feb. 7-16.

Early bird specials; players can earn $5 per hour in cash back (call for details).

Wed. $15 house-funded KO ($60, 6:30p); Thurs. PLO ($60, 11a); see website for 
schedule.

Bad-beat jackpot is aces full of 10’s; new poker players earn $10/hour; early birds 
earn $30 (daily).

Fri. ($60, 3p & 7p); Sat. ($60, noon & 4p); Sun. ($60, 2p). Bad-beat jackpot is aces full of jacks.

Mon.-Fri. ($80, noon); Daily ($100, 7p); Sat.-Sun. ($100, noon). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is quads.

No tournaments scheduled, but will run them upon request. Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; Jackpot Vault consists of 14 jackpots with quads or 
better and is progressive.

CONNECTICUT
Daily ($60-$300, 9a-8p) w/ $20K guar., Fri. ($230, 6p); $25K guar., Sat. ($300, 11a) 
& Sun. ($120, 11a); CPPT, Feb 8-17.

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is quad eights and quad deuces in stud.

Daily ($40-$150); Mon.-Thurs. (10a, 2p & 7p); Fri. (11a & 2p); Sat. (11a); Sun. (11a 
& 5p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em and stud is quad 5s; $500 high hand jackpot every 3 
hours (Mon.-Fri.).

FOXWOODS RESORT CASiNO
(800) 369-9663 • foxwoods.com
MOHEgAN SUN CASiNO
(860) 862-8000 • mohegansun.com 

CALIFORNIA (Continued)
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LAKE ELSiNORE CASiNO
(951) 674-3101 • lercasino.com
LiMELigHT CARD ROOM
(916) 446-2208 • limelightcardroom.com 
LiVERMORE CASiNO
(925) 447-1702 • livermorecasino.net
LODi CASiNO
(209) 334-9777 • thelodicasino.com 
LOTUS CASiNO
(916) 399-4929 • mylotuscasino.com 
LUCKY CHANCES CASiNO
(650) 758-2237 • luckychances.com
LUCKY DERBY CASiNO
(916) 726-8946 • luckyderbycasino.com
LUCKY LADY CASiNO
(619) 287-6690 • luckyladycardroom.com 
MORONgO CASiNO
(888) 667-6646 • morongocasinoresort.com
NORMANDiE CASiNO
(310) 352-3400 • normandiecasino.com
OAKS CARD CLUB
(510) 653-4456 • oakscardclub.com
OCEAN’S 11 CASiNO
(760) 439-6988 • oceans11.com
PALA CASiNO
(760) 510-5100 • palacasino.com
PECHANgA RESORT
(951) 693-1819 • pechanga.com
PLAYERS CASiNO VENTURA
(805) 643-1392 • pcventura.com 
RANCHO’S CLUB
(916) 361-9186 • ranchosclub.com 
RED HAWK CASiNO
(530) 677-2580 • redhawkcasino.com 
SAN MANUEL CASiNO
(800) 359-2464 • sanmanuel.com 
SPOTLIGHT 29 CASINO
(760) 775-5566 • spotlight29.com
SYCUAN CASiNO
(619) 445-6002 • sycuan.com
TACHi PALACE CASiNO
(559) 924-7751 • tachipalace.com
THUNDER VALLEY CASiNO RESORT
(916) 408-7777 • thundervalleyresort.com
ViEJAS CASiNO
(619) 445-5400 • viejas.com

* SNg = single-table tournaments; all tournaments are no-limit hold’em unless noted. Poker room managers email roth@anteupmagazine.com

Wed. $2K ($50, 7p); Thurs. $2K ($50, 7p); Fri. $3K ($60, 7p); Sat. KO ($60, 6p); Sun. 
$2K (freeroll w/$10 rebuys, 1p); $10K Presidents Day event, Feb. 17 ($85, 1p).

$8-$16 seeded at $40K; Aces Cracked (Sun.-Thurs.); $28K Winter Cash Giveaway (call 
for details); $24K Poker Cash Giveaway (call for details).

Mon. KO ($140, 6:15p); Wed. ($100 w/$80 rebuy, 6:15p); Thurs. ($150, 6:15p); Sat. 
($120, 11a); Sun. ($125 w/$100 rebuy, 1p); 1st Sat. of month ($330, 11a).

Progressive bad-beat jackpot in hold’em, Omaha/8, and stud.

Call for information. Call for information.

Tue. & Wed. $750 guar. ($30, 7p); Thurs. $1.2K guar. ($55, 7p); Fri. $2K guar. ($40, 
7p); Sat. $2K guar. ($40, 10a); Sun. $5K guar. ($65, noon).

Ask about the Aces Cracked-Red Aces Cracked promotion and the Flush Marathons. 

Mon. KO ($30, 10a); Tue. limit hold’em/Omaha ($25, 10a); Wed. freeroll (11a & 7p); 
Thurs. Survivor ($40, 10a); Fri. ($40, 11a); Sat. varies (2p); Sun. ($30, 11a).

High hands (Sun., Tue., Thurs.); Holiday Gift Grab; MNF promo; mega/mini jackpots; 
late night/early bird specials; call for details.

$33K and $100K Cash is King freeroll held regularly; qualify by collecting high-hand 
stamps in live action (see website for details).

Double jackpots (Mon. & Wed.); high hand of the hour (Tue. & Thurs.); Money 
Wheel (Fri.).

Mon.-Sat. ($25 w/rebuys, 10a); Mon.-Wed. qualifiers ($45, 6:30p); Thurs. ($120, 6:30p); 
Fri. ($46 w/$10 bounties, 6:30p); Sat. & Sun. ($46 w/$10 bounties, 6p); Sun. ($44, 10a).

Progressive jackpots in hold’em (aces full of jacks beaten by quads) and Omaha 
jackpot (quad eights); Extreme Cha-Ching; Poker Yahtzee (call for details).

Tue. ($50, 7:15p); Wed. KO ($60, 7:15p); Fri. ($50, 11:15a); Sat. KO ($60, 11:15a); 
WSOP qualifier ($225) on first Sat. of month.

Progressive Bad Beat Jackpot; Big Hand Bonus spins the prize wheel.

Mon.-Thurs. ($40, 11a); Mon. ($20 w/$10 rebuys, 7p); Wed. O/8 ($40, 7p); Fri. & Sun. $3K 
guar. ($60, 11a); Fri. & Sat. ($125, 5p); Sat. $5K guar. ($75, 11a); Sun. KO ($100, 7p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em and Omaha; high hands (call for details); WPT Rolling 
Thunder, March 15-19 w/main event starting March 15 ($3,500, noon). Ad Page 13.

Mon. ($35, 11a); Tue.-Thurs. KO ($50, 11a); Fri. ($35, 11) & ($80, 7p); Sat. & Sun. 
($35, 11a).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em (aces full); Aces Cracked (Sun.-Fri.); high hand (Wed.-
Fri.); Sat. cash drawing (2p-mid.).

Daily ($40, 10a); Tue. KO ($70, 6:15p); Wed. & Thurs. ($40, 6:15p). Bad-beat jackpot is aces full of kings; mini bad-beat jackpot; high-hand bonuses 
(daily); progressive royal-flush jackpot; quad bonus (Sun.-Thurs.).

Friday $1K guar. ($40 w/$20 rebuys, 5:30p). Call for promotions.

Mon. & Sun. ($35 w/rebuys, 10a); Mon. ($65, 7p); Tue. & Fri. ($15 w/rebuys, 11:30a) 
Tue. & Thurs. ($35 w/rebuys, 7p); Wed. ($65, 11:30a); Sat. ($65, 10a). 

Call for promotions.

Mon.-Sat. ($40 w/$20 rebuys and add-on, 11a); Mon.-Thurs. ($40 w/$20 rebuys and 
add-on, 7p); Fri. & Sat. ($100, 7p); Sun. KO ($80, 11a & $100, 7p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em and Omaha; royal-flush bonus; first-time players 
receive bonus chips (see website for details).

Mon., Wed., Thurs. & Sat. ($20 w/$5 rebuy, 10a); Mon. KO ($50, 7p); Tue. O/8 ($20, 
10a); Thur. ($60, 7p); Fri. $3K guar. ($37 w/$10 rebuys, 10a); Sun. $5K guar. ($60, 2p).

Bad-beat jackpots in hold’em, Omaha and stud.

Mon.-Sat. ($40 w/$20 rebuys and add-on, 11a & 7p); Sun. KO ($80, 11a & 7p). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; royal-flush bonus; first-time players receive bonus 
chips (see website for details).

Mon. ($57, 7p); Fri. & Sat. ($57, 11a); satellite tournaments are $22 and run on Mon. 
(10a); Tue.-Thurs. & Sun. (10a & 7p).

Bad-beat jackpots in hold’em, Omaha and stud.

Mon.-Thurs. ($25, 10:20a); Mon. ($40, 7:20p); Tue. ($30, 7:20p); Wed. ($40, 7:20p); 
Thurs. ($45, 7:20p); Fri. ($30, 10:20a); Sat. (varies, 10:20a); Sun. freeroll (2:20p).

Mini & Super Bad Beat Jackpots; Morning Bonus Buy-In; Aces Cracked; Full House 
Cracked; high hands; royal-flush bonus. 

Tue.-Sun. ($10-$60); Tue.-Fri. (10a); Sat. (11a); Sun. (11a & 6p). Bad-beat jackpots in hold’em and Omaha; $100K-plus in cash prizes for cash-game 
promotions.

Daily ($25, 10a). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Call for schedule. Call for information.

Tue. KO ($75, 6:30p); Sat. & Sun. ($40, 10a). Player points accumulated through live play (call for promotions).

Mon.-Wed. ($10 w/rebuy and add-on, 10a) & ($30, 6:15p); Thurs. Omaha ($15, 
10a); Fri. ($40, 10a) & ($120, 6:15p).

$5K freeroll; Cash Grab; Prize Wheel (daily); call for details.

AMERiSTAR BLACK HAWK
(720) 946-4108 • ameristar.com/Black_Hawk.aspx
gOLDEN gATES CASiNO
(303) 582-5600 • goldencasinogroup.com
iSLE CASiNO BLACK HAWK
(303) 998-7777 • black-hawk.isleofcapricasinos.com
LADY LUCK CASiNO
(303) 582-2141 • isleofcapricasinos.com
LODgE CASiNO AT BLACK HAWK
(303) 582-1771 • thelodgecasino.com
RESERVE CASiNO HOTEL
(303) 582-0800 • reservecasinohotel.com
SKY UTE CASiNO RESORT
(970) 563-7777 • skyutecasino.com
UTE MOUNTAiN CASiNO HOTEL & RESORT
(970) 565-8800 • utemountaincasino.com
WILDWOOD CASINO • CRIPPLE CREEK
(719) 286-7810 • playwildwood.com

Mon. ($30 w/$15 rebuys, 7p); Tue. ($55, 7p); Fri. ($85, 7p); Sat. $2.5K guar. ($120, 
noon); Sun. NL Omaha ($55 w/re-entry, 2p); 1st Sat of month $5K guar. ($200, noon).

Bonus chips for live play (call for details). See ad Page 37.

Sun. ($10, 3p). Call for information.

Fri. ($25 w/$20 rebuys and add-on, 4p); Sat. ($60, 6p); Sun. KO ($60, 6p). Mini bad-beat jackpot; bad-beat jackpot run-off (every other Sunday).
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Mon. ($70, 1p & 7p); Tue. ($40 w/$30 rebuys, 1p & 7p); Wed. turbo ($60, 7p); Thurs. 
($40 w/rebuys, 1p & $95 KO, 7p); Fri. $5K guar. ($50, 7p); Sat. varies; Sun. ($70, 1p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; royals pay $500; Spin to Win (Mon.); Aces Cracked 
(Wed.); high hand hours (Thurs.-Tue.). See ad below.

Mon. $1.5K guar. freeroll (7p); Tue. O/8 (7p); Wed. PLO $1.5K guar. freeroll (7p); Thurs. 
$1.5K guar. freeroll (7p); Sat. $2.5K guar. freeroll (7p); Sun. $1.5K guar. freeroll (7p).

11a-10p; $500 high hands every half hour & up to $1K for 2/5; Instant Win (10p-4a); full 
house pays $50 (10s full or better), $100 quads, $250 straight flushes & $500 royals.

Daily ($40-$230) in morning and evening; PLO and PLO/8 on select Sat. nights (8p). 
See ad on Page 67 for Battles at the Beach series in March.

Bad-beat and high-hand jackpots in hold’em and Omaha; $10K cash drawings 
every Sunday.

Mon. $1.5K guar. ($75, 8p); SNGs on demand ($65-$800, daily). Big Slick Red Royal $20K+$500 to each player at the table; Hot Table Progressive; 
Happy Hour High Hands pays $500 every 30 min. (4-8p).

$2K guar. ($50); $2K guar. PLO ($50); call for schedule. Splash the Pot pays $50 (Sun.-Thurs., 8:15a-11:15a); $3K raffle pays $250 every 30 
minutes (Fri.); Twilight High Hand pays $200 every 30 minutes (Sun.-Thurs., 8p-2a).

FLORIDA

Call for information.  High hands for grand opening will be Jan. 1-8, awarding $200 every 15 minutes 
from 10a-10p. Call for more information.

Sun. ($50, noon); deepstack turbo KO, Feb. 25 ($200, 6p).
Bad-beat jackpots in hold’em (uncapped); half-hour high hands (daily); $500 high 

hands & $100 table share, Feb. 1 (hourly, 2p-mid.).

Mon.-Sat. satellites into $500K WPT during Feb. & March 7-25; WPT Series Plus, Feb. 
24-28- high hand into 20 WPT ME Mega Satellite- 20 seats guaranteed. 

Bad-beat jackpots in hold’em (uncapped); $1K high hands & $500 table share, Feb. 
15; $500 high hands & $100 table share, Feb. 9 & 23 (2p-mid.). See ad Page 19.

 Daily ($20-$165); Tue. ($35, 7p); Thurs. $3K guar. ($75, 7p); Sun. $4K guar. ($100, 
2p); call for details. Player of the Month and daily SNGs.  See ad Page 5.

Progressive royals and rolling quads of the day are progressive; hourly high hands 
(daily); call for details. Bad beat starts at $20K. 

Closed for renovations. Closed  for renovations.

Thurs. $10K satellite ($50, 7p) & Sat.-Sun. ($50, 1p); Fri. & Sun. ($50-$100, 7p); Sat. 
$10K guar. ($250, 7p); $10K guar., 3rd Sat. of month ($250, 1p). See ad Page 63.

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em (quads); mini bad-beat jackpot (Tue., 10a); free play 
(up to $3/hour, daily); double points on Mon. & Wed.; high hand (Sat., hourly).

Daily (2p & 7p); Mon. ($65, 7p); Wed. ($105, 7p); Thurs. ($65, 7p); Fri. ($120, 7p); 
Sat. ($140, 7p); Sun. ($175, 1p).

Bad-beat jackpots in limit, no-limit, Omaha and stud; Super Sat. (noon-midnight).

Daily ($50-$330) on Sun.-Thurs. (1p, 4p, & 7p) & Fri.-Sat. (1p, 6p, & 8p). See ad on 
Page 21.

Daily cash and prize promotions; high hands; tournament high hands; see website 
for more promotions.

Daily ($20-$220) on Sun.-Fri. (8p), Sat. (2p, 8p, midnight). High hands pay $100 (Mon. & Fri., 9a-midnight) and $500 (Sun.-Thurs., 2a-3a & 
Fri.-Sat, midnight-9a); $4,999 royal flush of spades (Tue.-Thurs., 9a-noon).

Mon. ($75, 7p); Wed. ($55, 7p); Sat. ($100, 1:30p); Sun. ($55, 4p). See ad Page 5. Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em, Omaha and stud (see website for rules and payouts); 
quads pays $100-$220 (daily).

Daily (6:30p); Mon. KO, Fri. ($2.5K guar.) & Sun. ($60); Tue. $1.5K guar. ($80); Wed. 
$1.5K guar. PLO ($20 w/$10 rebuys); Thurs. KO ($20); Sat. ($40 w/$10 rebuy).

High hands (Fri.-Sat., noon-midnight); $500/half hour with power hours paying 
$750 at noon, 4p, 7p & 10p (Sun.-Wed., 11a-3a); royals pay $500. See ad Page 29.

Tue. $3K guar. (7p); Wed. KO (7p); Thurs. $5K guar. (7p); tournaments vary so please 
call for details. 

Progressive spades jackpot; call for other promotions.

Mon. KO ($40 w/$10 bounties, 7p); Tue. ($35, 7p); Wed. ($50, 7p); Thurs. Omaha 
($50, 7p); Fri. ($115, 7p); Sun. ($30, 4p). See ad on Page 51.

Big High Hand $300 every 30 min. (Fri.) and $500 every 30 min. (Sat.); high hand 
(daily).

Daily ($30-$200) at noon & 6:30p; WSOPC event, Feb. 6-17 (call for details). See ad 
Page 17 for WSOPC schedule.

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em, Omaha, and stud; mini bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; 
progressive jackpot and high hands (call for details).

Mon. ($50, 1p & $65, 7p); Tue. ($50, 1p & 7p); Thurs. ($65, 1p & $50, 7p); Fri. ($115, 
6p); Sat. ($115, 1p); Sun. ($115, 1p) & Omaha/8 ($65, 6p). See ad Page 18.

Big Slick Royal pays minimum of $10K; all other royals pay $500; $500 high hand 
every half hour (Sat., 6p-1:30a); high hand pays up to $3K hourly (Wed.).

BESTBET JACKSONViLLE
(904) 646-0002 • bestbetjax.com
BESTBET ORANgE PARK
(904) 646-0002 • bestbetjax.com
CALDER CASiNO
 (305) 625-1311 • studzpoker.com
CASiNO MiAMi JAi-ALAi
(305) 633-6400 • crystalcardroom.com
CREEK ENTERTAiNMENT gRETNA
 (850) 875-6930 • creekentertainment.com 
DANiA JAi-ALAi
(954) 927-2841 • dania-jai-alai.com
DAYTONA BEACH KENNEL CLUB
(386) 252-6484 • daytonagreyhound.com/pokerroom
DERBY LANE
(727) 812-3339 x7 • derbylanepoker.com
EBRO gREYHOUND PARK
(850) 234-3943 • ebrogreyhoundpark.com
FT. PiERCE JAi-ALAi & POKER
(772) 464-7500 • jaialai.net/poker.php
gULFSTREAM PARK
(954) 457-6336 • gulfstreampark.com
HiALEAH PARK CASiNO
(305) 885-8000 • hialeahparkcasino.com
 iSLE CASiNO AT POMPANO PARK
(954) 972-2000 x5123 • theislepompanopark.com
MAgiC CiTY CASiNO
(305) 649-3000 • flaglerdogs.com 
MARDi gRAS CASiNO
(877) 557-5687 x3167 • playmardigras.com 
MELBOURNE gREYHOUND PARK
(321) 259-9800 • mgpark.com 
MiCCOSUKEE RESORT & gAMiNg
 (877) 242-6464 • miccosukee.com
NAPLES-FT. MYERS gREYHOUND TRACK
 (239) 992-2411 • naplesfortmyersdogs.com
OCALA POKER AND JAi-ALAi
(352) 591-2345 • ocalapoker.com
PALM BEACH KENNEL CLUB
(561) 683-2222 • pbkennelclub.com

* SNg = single-table tournaments; all tournaments are no-limit hold’em unless noted. Poker room managers email roth@anteupmagazine.com
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Tue. & Thurs. ($20 w/$20 rebuys, 6p); Wed. ($60, 6p); Sat. & Sun. ($80, noon). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; high hand of the hour (Mon.-Fri., 10a-4p) pays $50 per 
hour; Weekend “Full Of” Cash pays up to $800 (Fri.-Sat., 6p, 8p, 10p, mid.).

INDIANA
BELTERRA CASiNO RESORT
(812) 427-7777 • belterracasino.com 
BLUE CHiP
(219) 861-4820 • bluechipcasino.com 
HOLLYWOOD CASiNO LAWRENCEBURg
(812) 539-8000 • www.hollywoodindiana.com
HORSESHOE HAMMOND
(219) 473-6065 • horseshoehammond.com
HORSESHOE SOUTHERN iNDiANA
(812) 969-6000 • horseshoe-indiana.com
MAJESTiC STAR ii
(219) 977-7444 • majesticstarcasino.com

Daily ($80-$150) at 11:15a & 7:15p. Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; WPT satellite freeroll for top tournament point earners 
(call for details).

Mon.-Fri. ($100, 11a); Mon. & Tues. KO ($120, 7p); Thurs. ($200, 7p); Sun. ($200, 
11a).

Bad-beat jackpot in select games.

Daily; Mon. ($51, noon); Tue. ($50, noon & $80, 7p); Wed. ($61, noon & $80, 7p); 
Thurs. ($50, noon); Fri. ($60, midnight); Sat. ($80, noon); Sun. ($81, 3p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Wed. ($55, 7p); Thurs. ($60, 7p); Fri. ($130, 7p); Sat. ($60, 1p & $105, 7p); Sun. 
($55, 11a & $60, 7p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is aces full of kings; tournament bad-beat jackpot; high 
hand of the day pays $200 (call for details).

No tournaments. Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

IOWA
Tue. ($40, 7p); Thurs. ($60, 7p); Fri. ($25, 2p); Sat. ($40, 2p); Sun. ($60, 2p). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is quad 5s; mini bad-beat jackpot is aces full of jacks; 

progressive jackpots for straight flushes.
Mon. Omaha/8 ($40, 6p); Tue. ($40, 1p); Thurs. ($40, 6p); Sat. ($60, noon); Sun. 
($100, 1p).

Call for information on future promotions.

Mon., Wed. ($65, 10a); Mon. varies ($100, 7p); Tue. ($65, 7p); Thurs. KO ($80, 7p); 
Sun. ($45, 10a & 2p); Fat Stack, Sat. ($125) and last Sat. ($235). 

Bad-beat jackpot is quad deuces in hold’em and quad 10s in Omaha; high-hand; get 
paid for royals ($300), straight flush ($200) and quads ($50). 

DiAMOND JO CASiNO NORTHWOOD
(641) 323-7777 • diamondjo.com
gRAND FALLS CASiNO
(712) 777-7777 • grandfallscasinoresort.com
HORSESHOE COUNCiL BLUFFS
(877) 771-7463 • horseshoecouncilbluffs.com
MESKWAKi CASiNO
(641) 484-2108 • meskwaki.com
MYSTiQUE gREYHOUND PARK
(563) 585-2964 • mystiquedbq.com

Tue. ($25 w/rebuys, 7p); Wed. Omaha/8 ($30, 7p); Thurs. ($30 w/re-entry, 7p); Sat. 
& Sun. ($30, 1p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; royal flush jackpot.

Thursday ($40, 6p); Friday ($60, 1p); Sunday ($65, 1p). Straight flush progressive jackpot in hold’em, Omaha and stud pays 10 jackpots 
(call for details).

Mon. & Fri. limit Omaha/8 ($30, 11a); Tue. ($25, 7p); Wed. KO ($50, 7p); Thurs. ($30, 
6p); Fri. ante only ($30, 5p); Sat. ($30, 1p); Sun. qualifiers (2p); last Sat. ($100, 1p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em (aces full of kings) and Omaha (quad 10s); player 
comps (call for details).

Tue. ($30, noon); Wed. ($30, 7p); Sun. ($60, noon); KO event on first Thursday of 
every month.

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is aces full of jacks losing to quads; straight flush pays 
$200.

PRAiRiE MEADOWS CASiNO
(515) 967-8543 • prairiemeadows.com
RiVERSiDE CASiNO
(319) 648-1234 • riversidecasinoandresort.com
WiNNAVEgAS
(712) 428-9466 • winnavegas.biz

Four MTTs offered at every event; SNgs: $30 and $60.See ad Page 56. Rakeback cash drawings three times daily; NL cash games $4 rake.

Mon. ($40, 6p); Tue. ($40, 7p); Wed. ($50, 7p); Sun. ($80, 1p). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Mon. & Wed. ($40, 7:15p); Tue.  ($65, 7:15p); Thurs. ($40, 12:15p & $65, 7:15p); Fri. ($65, 
12:15p) & ($65, 7:15p); Sat. & Sun. ($85, 11:15a); Sat. ($65, 7:15p); Sun. ($40, 5:15p).

Call for information.

Call for information. High-hand bonus jackpot.

KANSAS
BOOT HiLL CASiNO
(877) 906-0777 • boothillcasino.com

Monday ($75, 6p). Call for information.

Tue. ($85, 7p); Wed. ($45, noon); Sun. ($120, 2p); Cash Out Tournament, Feb. 14 & 
28 ($250, 7p).

Progressive bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Mon. ($65, noon). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.HOLLYWOOD CASiNO
(913) 288-9300 • hollywoodcasinokansas.com 
KANSAS STAR CASiNO
(316) 719-5000 • kansasstarcasino.com 

FLORIDA (Continued)

Daily ($40-$120); Fri. ($220, 1p) Sat. ($120, 2p); Sun. $3K guar. ($120, 2p). Jackpot high hands (daily).

Monday $500 added ($50, 7p); Wednesday ($20, 7p). Progressive spade royal flush in hold’em; progressive bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; 
high hands (Fri.-Sun.); Rolling Cash Fever (Wed.); tournament high hand pays $100.

Mon. ($70, 11a) & ($120, 6p); Tue. ($70, 6p); Wed. Omaha/8 ($110, noon) & ($120, 
6p); Thurs. ($70, 11a) & ($100, 6p); Fri. ($100, 6p); Sat. ($70, 11a & 6p).

Call for information.

Daily ($80-$310); guaranteed prize pools (call for details). See ad Page 7. Hourly high hands in limit and no-limit (daily).

Daily ($40-$550), including Wed. ($225, alternates between 12:30p/7p). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em, Omaha and stud. 

Wed. ($40, 7p); Fri. PLO ($50, 7p); Sat. rake-free ($115, 7p); $5M guar. qualifier, Feb. 
14 ($230, 7p); call for info. See ad Page 20.

All quads and straight flushes are progressive from $100 and higher; royals pay $500 
(Fri. & Sat., 11p-4a).

Daily ($20-$200) at 1p and 7p; freerolls (Sun.-Thurs., 10a). See ad Page 45. High hand cash w/table share payouts (Tue., 1p-7p & 9p-1a); Splash the Pot; $599 
high hand (Fri., 1p-mid.).

PENSACOLA gREYHOUND TRACK
(850) 455-8595 • pensacolagreyhoundtrack.com 
SARASOTA KENNEL CLUB
(941) 355-7744 x1054 • skcpoker.com
SEMiNOLE CASiNO BRigHTON
(866) 222-7466 x121 • seminolecasinobrighton.com
SEMiNOLE CASiNO COCONUT CREEK
(866) 222-7466 • seminolecoconutcreekcasino.com
SEMiNOLE HARD ROCK HOLLYWOOD
(866) 502-7529 • seminolehardrockhollywood.com
SEMiNOLE HARD ROCK TAMPA
(866) 502-7529 • seminolehardrocktampa.com
SEMiNOLE CASiNO iMMOKALEE
(866) 222-7466 • theseminolecasino.com
TAMPA BAY DOWNS
(813) 298-1798 • tampabaydowns.com
TAMPA gREYHOUND TRACK
(813) 932-4313 • luckyscards.com

Daily ($30-$80); Sun.-Thurs. (2p & 6:30p); Fri.-Sat. (2p, 7:30p). Sunday Challenge, 
last Sun. of every month ($115, 1p, 15K chips). 

Rise & Shine starts at $500 (daily, 11:30a-4p); quads ($50-$75), straight flushes ($150) 
and royals ($300) from Sun.-Thurs. (4p-11p); high hands pay 2Xs (Fri.-Sat., 4p-11p).

Wednesday ($160, 1p). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is quad fives.

ILLINOIS
gRAND ViCTORiA ELgiN  
(847) 531-7753 • grandvictoria-elgin.com 
HARRAH’S JOLiET   
(815) 740-7480 • harrahsjoliet.com 
HOLLYWOOD CASiNO AURORA   
(630) 801-7471 • hollywoodcasinoaurora.com

Thursday ($125, 7p, 4K chips, 20-minute levels); Sunday ($125, 4p, 4K chips); 1st 
Sat. KO; 2nd & 4th Sat. Deepstack; 3rd Sat. MiniDeep (call for details).

Mega bad-beat jackpot (quad eights); mini bad-beat jackpot (aces full of kings); get 
paid for straight and royal flushes.

Call for information. Comp dollars (call for details).

HOLLYWOOD CASiNO JOLiET  
(815) 927-2175 • hollywoodcasinojoliet.com 
JUMER’S CASiNO & HOTEL
(309) 756-4600 • jumerscri.com
PAR-A-DiCE CASiNO
(309) 698-6693 • paradicecasino.com
ROCKFORD CHARiTABLE gAMES
(800) 965-7852 • rcgpoker.com

Mon. ($115, 7p); Sun. ($115, 11a) & ($55, 7p). Call for information.
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* SNg = single-table tournaments; all tournaments are no-limit hold’em unless noted. Poker room managers email roth@anteupmagazine.com

Wed. & Sat. ($100, 7p); Tue. & Thurs. $10K satellite ($50, 7p) & Sun. ($50, 1p); Mon., 
Fri. & Sun. ($50, 7p); Sat. ($100, 7p); 2nd and last Sat. of month $10K guar. ($250, 1p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em (quads); mini bad-beat jackpot (Wed., 2p-10p); Free 
Play (up to $3/hour, daily).
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Mon.-Wed. ($60, 1p & 7p); Thurs. ($60, 1p & $160, 7p); Fri. ($60, 1p & $125, 7p); 
every other Sun. ($60, noon & 5p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em and Omaha.

Daily ($45, noon); Fri. & Sat. ($60, 7p).  See ad Page 23. Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

MICHIGAN
Mon.-Sat. ($70, 10a); Mon. & Wed. ($70, 6:30p); Tue. KO ($70, 6:30p); Thurs. PLO 
($55, 6:30p); Sun. ($110, noon); second Sunday of month ($220, noon).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is aces full of jacks beaten by quads.FiREKEEPERS CASiNO
(269) 962-0000 • firekeeperscasino.com
gREEKTOWN HOTEL & CASiNO
(313) 223-2999 • greektowncasino.com
LEELANAU SANDS CASiNO 
(231) 534-8100 • casino2win.com
MgM gRAND DETROiT
(313) 465-1777 • mgmgranddetroit.com 
SOARiNg EAgLE CASiNO
(989) 775-7777 • soaringeaglecasino.com
TURTLE CREEK CASiNO & HOTEL
(231) 534-8937 • turtlecreekcasino.com

No tournaments. Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em and Omaha; secondary bad-beat jackpot; high hand 
jackpot; earn tickets every day for drawings (Tue. & Fri.) - call for details.

No tournaments. Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Tournaments featured monthly (call for details). Progressive bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Mon. ($60, 6:30p); Tue. ($13 w/rebuys, 6:30p); Wed. KO ($45, 6:30p); Sun. ($60, 
12:30p); 1st Fri. of month ($175, 1p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em, Omaha and stud; Soaring Hand jackpots increase daily 
(call for details).

Call for information. Call for promotions.

Mon., Wed., Fri., Sun. ($45, 10:30a); Mon. & Sun. ($100, 6:30p); Tue. ($45, 6:30p); 
Wed. ($235, 6:30p); Thurs. ($75, 6:30p); Sat. ($180, 10:30a).

Bad beat in hold’em, Omaha and stud; high hand/hr (Mon., 9a-mid.); Aces Cracked 
(Tue., 10a-6p); $1.5K Cash for Quads Board (Thurs., 8a & 5p).

M-F at 11a, plus Mon. (freeroll, 6p); Tue. ($150, 6p); Wed. ($60, 6p); Thurs. ($150, 6p); 
Fri. ($100, 6p); Sat. ($80, 9:30a & $150, 6p); Sun. ($30, 11a), ($250, noon) & ($80, 6p).

Tiered Rake-Back Rebate- earn up to $10/hour playing in a live poker game; Aces 
Cracked (Wed. & Fri., 1p-6p) & (Sun.-Thurs., 1a-9a); MSPT, Feb. 8-16. Ad Page 41.

MINNESOTA
CANTERBURY PARK
(952) 445-7223 • canterburypark.com
RUNNiNg ACES HARNESS PARK
(651) 925-4600 • runningacesharness.com
TREASURE iSLAND RESORT & CASiNO
(651) 388-6300 • treasureislandcasino.com

Thurs. ($100, 6:30p); Fri. KO ($50, 6:30p); Sat. ($60, 12:30p); Sun. ($60; 12:30p). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; Aces Cracked (Thurs., 10a-2a); get paid for straight 
flush ($75); royals are progressive and start at $100.

MISSISSIPPI

Mon. KO ($40, 3p); Thurs. ($30, 3p); Fri. ($35, 3p); Sat. ($55, 3p); Sun. ($30, 3p). Bad-beat jackpot is aces full of queens; Hard Rock Jackpot Hands (daily); Splash the 
Pot (Thurs.-Mon.); Set over Set (Sun.-Tue.); high hand (Tue. & Wed.).

Mon. & Fri. ($60, 1p); Tue. ($70, 1p); Wed. & Thurs. ($35 w/$20 add-on, 1p); Fri. 
($40, 6p); Sat. ($70, 1p & $70, 6p); Sun. ($50, 1p & $60, 6p).

Win $25 every half hour with $4/$8 Hot Seat (call for details).

Daily ($60, noon). Poker Squares pay up to $1K (Sun. & Mon.).

Mon.-Wed. ($50, 7p); Thurs. KO ($50, 7p); Fri. ($90, 6p); Sun. ($90, 2p). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em, Omaha and stud; call for more daily promotions.

Sun., Mon. & Wed. ($65, 3p); Tue. superstack turbo ($100, 7p); Thurs. superstack 
turbo ($100, 3p) & ($70 w/$50 rebuy, 7p); Sat. ($70 w/$50 rebuy, 3p).

Splash the pot (Sun., 4a-Fri., 4p) on every table; royal flush pays $100 w/both hole 
cards; tournament bad-beat jackpot; tournament leaderboard freerolls.

Daily (call for schedule). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em, Omaha and stud; Super Mini Bad-Beat Jackpot 
(24/7/365); Aces Cracked (Sun., Mon. & Wed., 9a-mid.).

BEAU RiVAgE RESORT AND CASiNO 
(228) 386-7092 • beaurivage.com
gOLDEN NUggET BiLOXi
(228) 436-7967 • goldennugget.com/biloxi
HARD ROCK BiLOXi
(228) 374-7625 • hardrockbiloxi.com 
HARRAH’S TUNiCA
(800) 946-4946 x33760 • harrahstunica.com
HOLLYWOOD CASiNO TUNiCA
(800) 871-0711 x5005 • hollywoodtunica.com
HORSESHOE CASiNO TUNiCA
(662) 357-5608 • horseshoetunica.com 
iP CASiNO RESORT & SPA
(888) 946-2847 x8554 • ipbiloxi.com
PEARL RiVER RESORT
(601) 663-1040 • pearlriverresort.com

Daily ($10-$40). Mon., Wed., Thurs. (6p); Fri. & Sat. (7p); Sat. & Sun. (2p); Sunday 
$1K guarantee ($10 w/rebuys & $20 add-on, 2p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em (quads, must be in $3-$6 or higher) and Omaha.

MARYLAND
Mon., Wed., Fri. & Sun. ($50, 15 min levels, 10K chips, noon); Tue., Thurs. & Fri. KO ($85, 
15-min. levels, 15K chips, 7p); call for details about the casino employees event.

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is quad deuces or better beaten.

MISSOURI
Mon. ($55, 7p); Tue. KO ($80, 7p); Wed. All-in ($35 w/re-entries, 7p); Thurs. ($55, 
7p); Fri. ($75, 7p); Sat. KO ($80, 2p); Sun. ($55, noon).

Bad beat in hold’em and Omaha; high hands; top two winners from daily events 
earn entry into a monthly Tournament of Stars held 1st Sat. of month (11a).

Mon. ($65, 7p); Tue. ($65, 7p); Wed. KO ($85, 7p); Thurs. ($50, 7p); Fri.-Sat. ($60, 
noon); Sun. ($100, noon).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em (see website for details).

Sun.-Thurs. ($80, 1p & 7p); Fri. ($80, 10a & 7p); Sat. ($120, 10a); Sat. pineapple 
($80, 7p).

Bad-beat jackpot; high hands (call for details).

Mon. $2K guar. ($25 w/$10 rebuy, 7p); Wed. $1K guar. ($40, 7p); Fri. $1.5K guar. ($50, 
2p) & 2K guar. ($50, 7p); Sat. $2K guar. ($25 w/$10 rebuy, 11a) & $3K guar. ($125, 5p).

$1.5K freeroll (Sun., 3p) w/15 hours of play each week; call for details. 

AMERiSTAR ST. CHARLES
(636) 949-7777 • ameristar.com
AMERiSTAR KANSAS CiTY
(816) 414-7000 • ameristar.com
HARRAH'S NORTH KANSAS CiTY
(816) 472-7777 • harrahsnkc.com
HOLLYWOOD ST. LOUiS
(314) 770-8100 • hollywoodcasinostlouis.com
LUMiERE PLACE
(314) 881-7777 • lumiereplace.com
RiVER CiTY CASiNO
(888) 578-7289 • rivercity.com

Thurs.-Sun. ($65, 3p); Heartland Poker Tour, Feb. 20-March 3. See ad on facing page. Bad-beat in hold’em is nines full of jacks or better and has multipliers; Coverall 
Board promo.

LOUISIANA

Mon. ($55 w/$20 rebuys); Tue. ($105 w/$50 add-on, 6:30p); Wed. ($120 w/$25 KO, 
6:30p); Sat. ($120 w/$75 add-on, 11a); Sun. ($145, 11a).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is quads; straight flush pays $100 (24/7); Aces Cracked 
(Mon.-Thurs., 2a-2p); tournament bad-beat jackpot.

Tuesday Freeroll (11a) for 4 or 5 Star Players; Wed. ($35 w/$10 add-on, 7p); Thurs. 
$1K guarantee.

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em (quad sixes) and Omaha; Aces Cracked (Tue. & Thurs.); 
mini bad-beat jackpot is aces full of jacks beaten by quads; Splash the Pot (daily).

Daily, including Tue. ($20 w/rebuys, 6:30p); Thurs. ($75, 7p); Fri. ($130, 7:30p); Sat. 
($220, 2p). 

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Call for schedule. Call for promotions.

Mon., Wed., Sat., Sun. ($100-$200 w/rebuys & add-ons) including Thurs. ($200, 6p). High hands (Sun. & Wed.); Aces Cracked (Mon., Tue., Fri.); Splash Cash (Thurs.). Call 
for details and times.

Monday ($60, 6:30p). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; minor jackpots daily; cash giveaways (daily).

Call for information. Call for promotions.

Room closes Feb. 2. Room closes Feb. 2.

Mon. KO ($20, 7p); Tue. ($18, 10:30a); Fri. ($60, 7p). Aces Cracked (Thurs.); Straight Flush Saturdays; progressive royal flush jackpot.

BOOMTOWN NEW ORLEANS
(800) 366-7711 • boomtownneworleans.com 
COUSHATTA CASiNO
(800) 584-7263 • coushattacasinoresort.com 
CYPRESS BAYOU CASiNO
(800) 284-4386 • cypressbayou.com 
ELDORADO CASiNO SHREVEPORT
(318) 220-5274 • eldoradoshreveport.com
HARRAH’S NEW ORLEANS
(504) 533-6000 • harrahsneworleans.com
HORSESHOE CASiNO BOSSiER CiTY
(800) 895-0711 • horseshoebossiercity.com
iSLE OF CAPRi LAKE CHARLES
(337) 430-2407 • lake-charles.isleofcapricasinos.com
JENA CHOCTAW PiNES CASiNO
(318) 648-7773 • jenachoctawpinescasino.com 
L’AUBERgE BATON ROUgE CASiNO
(225) 215-7777 • lbatonrouge.com
L’AUBERgE DU LAC CASiNO
(337) 395-7777 • ldlcasino.com
PARAgON CASiNO RESORT
(800) 946-1946 • paragoncasinoresort.com

No tournaments. Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; player comps earned on a tier basis (call for details).

Tournaments run on Wed., Fri., Sat., and twice on Sun. (call for schedule). Bad-bead jackpot in hold’em is aces full of 10s.

64

   |
   F

EB
RU

AR
Y 2

01
4  

 |  
 an

te
up

m
ag

az
in

e.
co

m
   |

   @
an

te
up

m
ag

az
in

e

HOLLYWOOD CASiNO PERRYViLLE
(410) 378-8500 • hollywoodcasinoperryville.com
MARYLAND LiVE CASiNO
(443) 445-2500 • marylandlivecasino.com

Call for information. See ad on Page 43 for information on the $1 Million Live Poker 
Classic in March. 

Check website for more information about the satellites into the Players Poker 
Championship.
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NEVADA

Daily ($70) at noon, 3p, 6p, 9p and midnight. Mega bad-beat jackpot starts at $200K; progressive royals start at $1K; cash 
drawings pay $100 (5a, 7a, 9a and 11a).

No tournaments. $105K Holiday Cash Giveaway; high hand every half-hour; Aces Cracked; Splash 
Pot Bonuses.

Mon.-Thurs. various games ($50, 12:05p & $80/$100, 7:05p); Fri. ($50, 12:05p) & 
($125, 7:05p); Sat. ($80, 12:05p & $100, 7:05p); Sun. ($80, 12:05p) & ($100, 7:05p).

$50K progressive hold’em bad-beat jackpot; Triple Draw Cash Drawings; Splash Pots; 
hourly high hands; Hot Seat Drawings.

Daily ($70) at 10a, 1p, 4p and 7p w/$1K guar. to first place. Mega-beat progressive jackpot, one hand loses, everybody wins.

Daily at 10a & 7p; Mon. & Tue. ($45 w/$20 add-on, 7p); Wed. & Sun. KO ($65 w/$20 
bounties, 7p); all 10a tournaments are $45 w/$20 add-on.

High-hand bonus for quads or better; earn comp dollars for playing live games.

Daily at 11a, 7p and 11p ($45 w/$20 add-on); $65 SNGs (24/7). Royal and straight-flush jackpots; high-hand jackpot; get paid for quads, straight 
flushes and royals; Aces Cracked (Mon.-Fri., 9a-5p).

Sun.-Thurs. ($45, 7p); Mon.-Sat. ($45, noon); Fri.-Sat. ($45, 6p). Multiroom Jumbo progressive bad-beat jackpot in hold’em starts at quad sixes and 
pays $100K guaranteed.

Daily ($23, 10a) & daily ($30 w/rebuy, 1:30p); Fri.-Sat. deepstack ($45 w/rebuy, 7p 
& 11p); deepstack events on 2nd and 4th Sat. of the month ($100).

Uncapped progressive high hands; Aces Cracked pays $50 (midnight-noon & 4p-9p).

Mon.-Fri. ($45-$60) at 12:30p & 6:30p; Sat. $300 added ($45, 12:30p); Sun. $300 
added ($40, 2p).

High hand; get paid for straight flushes and royals; player comps (120 hours of play 
earns $2.50/hour; 30 hours of play earns entry into $10K monthly freeroll).

Fri.-Sun. ($110, 10a); Mon. & Thurs. ($100, 6:30p); Tue.-Wed. & Sun. ($80, 6:30p). Multiroom progressive bad-beat jackpot in hold’em starts at quad sixes and pays 
$100K guaranteed; tournament bad-beat jackpot.

No tournaments. Multiroom prog. bad-beat in hold’em (quad 6s) and pays $100K guar.; multiroom 
jumbo royals start at $5K; progressive Omaha high hands; quads pays $25 (24/7).

Daily ($60, 11a & 7p) & ($50, 2p & 10p); Sat. ($110, 11a). Bad-beat jackpot; high hands; Aces Cracked; high hand of the hour; Déjà Vu 
Progressive Jackpot (call for details).

Mon.-Sun. ($40, 10a), ($50, 3p), ($80, 6p), ($50, 11p). Bad beat (Tue., Thurs. & Sat.); progressive high hands (daily); tiered high-hand 
bonus (Mon., Wed., & Fri.) pays to flop it ($300), turn it ($200) and river it ($100).

Daily ($80, 11a & $50, 2p); Sun.-Thurs. ($80, 7p). Ante Up Cruise giveaways (See 
story on Page 34 for details).

Grand Giveaway pays up to $3K/four hours; hourly limit hight hand pays $50; win 
an Ante Up cruise every Sunday in February. See ad Page 34.

Daily ($50, 9a), ($40, 2p) & ($60, 6p & 11p); monthly $16K freeroll (25 hours 
minimum); call for details.

Table Share (call for details; highest hand of the morning; highest hand of the day.

Daily ($30, 11:30a, 2:30p, 5:30p, 8:30p & 11:30p); qualify for $2K freerolls on Mon. 
and Fri. w/ monthly $12K payout (earn entires by playing at Quad and Flamingo).

Aces Cracked pays $100 (daily, 8a-8p or until 5 jackpots paid); high hands- get paid 
for quads ($50), straight flush ($100); royal flush ($500 w/$50 table share).

Mon.-Thurs. ($140, noon); Thurs. KO ($140, 7p); Fri. $10K guar. ($200, noon); Sat. 
$25K guar. ($225, noon); Sun. $10K guar. ($200, noon).

Call for promotions; Wynn Classic, Feb. 27-March 20 w/main event starting March 
16 ($5,200)- see website for schedule).

Daily ($55) at 11a, 2p, 7p and $1K guar. at 10p. Get Paid to Play promo, earn up to $12/hr., including food and beverage comps (call 
for details).

No tournaments. Push the Pot (call for details); Win share of $1K every Fri. (6p-10p); earn tickets daily 
when you win a pot ($40 min. in pot to qualify) pays $200 to 5 players (Fri.).

Fri. ($35, 7p).
 

Jumbo Jackpot is quad fours beaten.

Mon.-Thurs. ($150, noon); Mon., Wed., Thurs. & Sun. ($125, 7p); Tue. KO ($200, 7p); Fri. KO 
($200, noon) & Survivor ($200, 7p); Sat. KO ($300, noon) & KO ($200, 7p); Sun. ($200, noon).

Tourney bad-beat ($30K added)- runs during regular daily events only; Deep Stack 
Extravaganza, Jan. 30-Feb. 26 w/$500K guar., Feb. 22-25 ($1,600). Ad Page 33.

Wed. & Thurs. ($40, 8:30p); Fri. & Sat. ($60, 8:30p); Sun. ($40, 1p); re-entry allowed 
during first round of play.

Four high hands every 4 hours (24/7); Aces Cracked matches the pot up to $200 
free play (daily).

Daily ($60, 11a, 2p & 8p) w/$500 guarantee first prize. Megabeat Jackpot starts at $200K (call for details).

Twice daily at 1p & 7p ($125 w/one optional re-entry, 10K chips, 30-minute levels). No jackpots.

Mon.-Fri. ($40 w/$10 add-on, 11a); Mon.-Thurs. ($40 w/$10 add-on, 7p). Progressive quads, straight flush, royals and bad-beat bonus; 2X comps per hour of 
play; Prize Wheel Spin for Aces Cracked and quads with a kicker pays up to $300.

Daily ($125, 5p). No jackpots.

Daily ($60-$100) at 10a, 2p, 7p and 10p. High hands; quads pays ($50); straight flush pays ($100); royals pay ($250).

No tournaments. Multiroom progressive bad-beat jackpot in hold’em starts at quad sixes and pays 
$100K guaranteed; high hand (Wed.); Aces Cracked (Thurs.); $500 high hand (Sun.).

Daily ($70, 9a); Mon.-Fri. $2K guar. ($110, noon); daily ($70, 4p); daily ($110, 7p); 
daily ($85, 10p); Sat. & Sun. $5K guar. ($235, 2p); WSOPC, Feb. 20-March 3.

High hand; get paid for quads ($100), straight flush ($200) and royals ($500); Aces 
and Faces Cracked on limit games; $3 max rake on limit games only.

Daily ($30, 10a); Tue. ($30, 6p); Wed.-Thurs. ($30, 6p); Friday freeroll on the first 
Friday of every month ($2.5K added).

Bad-beat jackpots in hold’em and stud; quads or better is paid daily. 

Daily ($35, 9a; $40, 1p, 5p & 8p); all tournaments allow re-entry until the first 
break.

Bad-beat in hold’em is aces full beaten by quads; spin the wheel pays $20-$300 for 
quads or Aces Cracked; four 2s w/pocket pair pays $222; royal w/both cards pays $555.

Five tournaments daily; $500 guarantee ($50, 10a, 2p, 6p, 9p, 12:30a). High hand pays quads ($50), straight flush ($100) and royal ($500); high hand of 
the hour pays $100 (8a-noon & 6p-10p).

Daily ($40, 10a); Mon. Omaha/8 ($40, 7p); Wed. H.O.R.S.E. ($40, 7p); high hand 
cash prizes during tournament play; Omaha freeroll (10 hours min.); call for details.

Multiroom progressive bad beat in hold’em starts at quad sixes and pays $100K 
guar.; progressive high hands (daily); royals are worth $5K-$10K (all suits).

Daily ($45, 11a); Sun.-Thurs. ($60, 6:30p); Fri.-Sat. KO ($80, 6:30p); World Poker 
Challenge Mini Series, Feb. 26-March 2. See ad Page 35.

Aces Cracked pays $50 (Sun.-Thurs.). Ante Up Poker Cruise giveaways (call for 
details). See ad Page 35 for details.

Daily ($65) at 1a, 4a, 11a, 3p, 7p, 10p; Sun. $5K guar. ($100, 9a). High hand between 2a-2p wins 2Xs the jackpot.

Daily ($60, 6K chips, 10a & 3p) & ($100 w/$25 bounties, 10K chips, 8p). Mega Beat Jackpot starts at $200K; 20 hours for $20K freeroll (call for details).

Daily ($40, 10a); Mon. & Wed. ($50, 6p); Tue. & Thurs. ($75, 6p); Fri. ($95, 6p). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is quads; progressive rewards jackpot is paid on quad 
nines or better and straight and royal flushes.

Call for schedule. Cash drawings; get paid for quads ($25), straight flush ($50), and royals ($100).

ARiA
(866) 359-7111 • arialasvegas.com 
ATLANTiS CASiNO RESORT SPA RENO
(800) 723-6500 • atlantiscasino.com
BALLY’S LAS VEgAS
(702) 967-4111 • ballyslasvegas.com
BELLAgiO
(702) 693-7111 • bellagio.com
BiNiON’S gAMBLiNg HALL
(702) 382-1600 • binions.com 
BOOMTOWN RENO
(775) 345-6000 • boomtownreno.com 
BOULDER STATiON HOTEL & CASiNO
(702) 432-7777 • boulderstation.com
CAESARS PALACE
(702) 731-7110 • caesarspalace.com 
ELDORADO HOTEL CASiNO
(775) 786-5700 • eldoradoreno.com 
EXCALiBUR HOTEL AND CASiNO
(702) 597-7777 • excalibur.com 
FLAMiNgO LAS VEgAS
(702) 733-3111 • flamingolasvegas.com 
gOLDEN NUggET LAS VEgAS
(702) 385-7111 • goldennugget.com 
gRAND SiERRA RESORT
(775) 789-2000 • grandsierraresort.com 
gREEN VALLEY RANCH
(702) 617-7777 • greenvalleyranchresort.com 
HARD ROCK LAS VEgAS
(702) 693-5000 • hardrockhotel.com 
HARRAH’S LAS VEgAS
(702) 369-5000 • harrahslasvegas.com 
HARVEYS LAKE TAHOE
(775) 588-6611 • harveystahoe.com
LVH HOTEL & CASiNO
(702) 732-5111 • thelvh.com 
LUXOR HOTEL & CASiNO
(702) 262-4000 • luxor.com 
MANDALAY BAY
702-632-7777 • mandalaybay.com 
MgM gRAND LAS VEgAS
(702) 891-1111 • mgmgrand.com
MiRAgE
(702) 791-7111 • mirage.com 
MONTE CARLO RESORT & CASiNO
(702) 730-7777 • montecarlo.com 
THE ORLEANS
(702) 365-7111 • orleanscasino.com 
PALACE STATiON
(702) 367-2453 • palacestation.com
PALMS CASiNO 
(702) 942-7777 • palms.com 
PEPPERMiLL RESORT CASiNO
(775) 826-2121 • peppermillreno.com
PLANET HOLLYWOOD
(702) 785-5555 • planethollywoodresort.com 
QUAD RESORT & CASiNO
(800) 634-6441 • thquadlv.com
RED ROCK CASiNO
(702) 797-7777 • redrock.sclv.com 
RiO CASiNO
(702) 777-7777 • riolasvegas.com 
SAM’S TOWN LAS VEgAS
(702) 456-7777 • samstownlv.com 
SANTA FE STATiON CASiNO
(702) 658-4900 • santafestationlasvegas.com 
SOUTH POiNT HOTEL CASiNO
(702) 796-7111 • southpointcasino.com 
STRATOSPHERE CASiNO, HOTEL & TOWER
(702) 944-4915 • stratospherehotel.com
SUNCOAST HOTEL & CASiNO
(702) 636-7111 • suncoastcasino.com 
SUNSET STATiON
(702) 547-7982 • sunsetstation.com
TEXAS STATiON
(702) 631-1000 • texasstation.com
TREASURE iSLAND
(702) 894-7111 • treasureisland.com
VENETiAN RESORT
(702) 414-1000 • venetian.com
WENDOVER NUggET
(775) 664-2221 • wendovernugget.com
WYNN LAS VEgAS
(702) 770-7000 • wynnlasvegas.com

Progressive bad-beat jackpot starts at $2.5K (aces full of jacks beaten by quads) 
includes room shares; High Hand Hysteria pays $100-$2K; Football Madness.

Progressive bad-beat jackpot starts at $2.5K (aces full of jacks beaten by quads) 
includes room shares; High Hand Hysteria pays anywhere from $100-$2K.

* SNg = single-table tournaments; all tournaments are no-limit hold’em unless noted. Poker room managers email roth@anteupmagazine.com

$2.5K freeroll (call for details). Food comps available based on play (call for details).

Mon.,-Tue. & Thurs.-Sat. ($60, 10a, 2p & 7p); Wed. & Sun. ($60, 10a & 2p) & ($100, 
6p).

High hand (daily).

Daily ($60, noon & 8p) except Mon. ($30 w/$10 rebuys, 8p). Progressive high hands (daily); Aces Cracked (Mon.-Fri., 11a-4p); $100 hourly high 
hand (Mon.-Fri., 11a-4p); High 5 Promotion (Mon.-Thurs., 4p-10p).
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Mon. ($120, 7p); Tue. ($60, 7p); Wed. ($30, 7p); Wed. ($30, midnight); Thurs. ($60, 7p); 
Fri. ($60, 4p); Sat. ($120, 10a); Sun. ($60, 2p); WSOPC, April 3-14 (call for schedule).

Call for information.

Tuesday ($150, 7p); daily freerolls; last Sun. of month ($330); call for details. Bad-beat jackpot is aces full of jacks beaten by quads; get paid for quads ($50), 
straight flush ($100) and royals ($200).

NORTH/SOUTH CAROLINA
HARRAH’S CHEROKEE (N.C.)
(828) 497-7777 • harrahscherokee.com
SUNCRUZ (S.C.)
(843) 280-2933 • suncruzaquasino.com

NEW YORK
SENECA NiAgARA 
(877) 873-6322 • senecaniagaracasino.com 
SENECA SALAMANCA 
(877) 860-5130 • senecagames.com 
TURNiNg STONE RESORT 
(800) 386-5366 • turningstone.com

Mon.-Thurs. ($50, 10a & 7p); Fri. & Sun. ($50, 10a); Sat. ($200, 11a); Sun. ($150, 
6p).

Progressive high hands (24/7); get paid for straight flushes ($75) and royals ($100); 
progressive bad beat in hold’em (quad 2s), Omaha (quad 9s) & stud (quad 2s).

Call for schedule; closed Mondays and Tuesdays. Progressive bad beat jackpot in hold’em (quad deuces), Omaha (quad nines) and 
stud (quad sevens); Preferred Player Rewards (call for details).

Mon.-Thurs. ($60-$100) at noon & 7p; Fri. ($70, 2p & $90, 7p); Sat. ($100, 11a & 
$125, 7p); Sun. ($125, 11a & $70, 7p). 

Bad-beat jackpot is in hold’em (quad deuces); royals pay $100.

OHIO

Mon.-Fri. ($40, 10:15a); Mon. ($40, 7:15p); Wed. ($50, 7:15p); Thurs. KO ($65, 
7:15p); Sun. ($120, 12:15p).

Call for promotions.

OKLAHOMA

Mon. $2K guar. ($60, 7:15p); Fri. $4K guar. ($90, 12:15p); Sat. $5K guar. KO ($125, 
12:15p); Sun. $6K guar. ($140, 12:15p); 2nd Sat. of month $20K guar. ($440, 12:15p).

Call for promotions. 

Mon. ($200, noon); Wed. ($200, 7p); Thurs. PLO ($100 w/re-entry, 7p); last Sunday 
of the month ($500, noon).

Call for information.

Mon. ($110, 12:15p); Tue. & Thurs. ($110, 6:30p); Wed. & Sun. ($210, 12:15p). Bad-beat jackpot starts at $10K (call for details).

HOLLYWOOD COLUMBUS
(614) 308-3333 • hollywoodcolumbus.com 
HOLLYWOOD TOLEDO
(419) 661-5200 • hollywoodcasinotoledo.com
HORSESHOE CiNCiNNATi
(877) 975-3436 • horseshoecincinnati.com
HORSESHOE CLEVELAND
(216) 297-4777 • caesars.com/horseshoecleveland

NEW JERSEY

Daily ($55); Mon.-Thurs. & Sat. (1p & 7p); Fri. (1p & 9p); Sun. (1p & 7p); winners of 
tournaments will be invited to the $10K TOC Freeroll.

Harrah’s AC multiroom bad-beat jackpot starts at quad kings and decreases Wed. 
if not hit; high hand (Mon. & Tue.); bonus comps (Wed. & Thurs.); Aces Cracked (Fri.).

Daily ($100-$300); Mon. $5K guar. ($100, 11a); Wed. $15K guar. ($120, 11a & 7p); 
Fri. $25K guar. ($300, noon).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is quad 10s; mini bad beat in hold’em is quad deuces-
nines; see website for more promotions.

BALLY’S ATLANTiC CiTY
(609) 340-2000 • ballysac.com
BORgATA HOTEL CASiNO
(609) 317-1000 • theborgata.com

Sun.-Fri. ($60, 12:15p); Mon. & Wed. $2.5K guar. ($65, 8:15p); Tue., Thurs. & Sun. 
($60, 8:15p); ; Fri. ($100, 8:15p); Sat. ($100, 12:15p & 8:15p); daily ($60, midnight).

Harrah’s AC multiroom bad-beat jackpot starts at quad kings and decreases every 
Wednesday if it doesn’t get hit.

Daily $65 (11a, 2a & 7p); nightly $60 (11p); $20K starting stack for all tournaments; 
Fri. & Sat. 7p events pay $5K guar. with unlimited re-entry for 6 levels.

Harrah’s AC multiroom bad-beat jackpot starts at quad kings and decreases every 
Wednesday if it doesn’t get hit.

Mon.-Sat. ($50, 11:15a & 7:15p); Sun. KO ($75, 11:15a & 7:15p); SNGs available. Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is quad 8s; monthly cash giveaway; rated tournament 
play (call for details).

Daily ($50-$230) at 12:15p, 4:15p, 7:15p, & midnight, including two deepstacks on 
Saturdays ($230, 7:15p) & ($120, 4:15p & midnight).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em (quads); high hands are entered into drawings to win 
$1K; 50-50 club (call for details).

gOLDEN NUggET ATLANTiC CiTY
(800) 777-8477 • goldennugget.com/atlanticcity 
HARRAH’S ATLANTiC CiTY
(609) 441-5000 • harrahsresort.com
SHOWBOAT ATLANTiC CiTY
(609) 343-4000 • showboatcasino.com
TROPiCANA ATLANTiC CiTY
(609) 340-4000 • tropicana.net
TRUMP TAJ MAHAL CASiNO RESORT
(609) 449-1000 • playtajpoker.com

NEW MEXICO
BUFFALO THUNDER CASiNO
(505) 455-5555 • buffalothunderresort.com
iNN OF THE MOUNTAiN gODS
(575) 464-7777 • innofthemountaingods.com 
iSLETA RESORT & CASiNO
(505) 724-3800 • hardrockcasinoabq.com
ROUTE 66 CASiNO
(505) 352-7866 • rt66casino.com
SANDiA RESORT
(505) 796-7500 • sandiacasino.com
SANTA ANA STAR CASiNO
505-867-0000 • santaanastar.com

Daily ($20-$50) at 2p & 7p, including Fri. & Sat. ($50, 7p); many tournaments have 
rebuys and add-ons.

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; tournament bad-beat jackpot.

Tue. ($40, 6:30p); Fri. & Sat. ($75, 6:30p); last Sat. of month, Feb. 22 ($150, 1p); 
Omaha 8 event, Feb. 9 ($100, 2p).

Progressive bad beat in hold’em; Flush 4; Easy Aces Mini Bad Beat; quads or better 
high hands; late night high hands (Sun.-Thurs., 11p-2a) pays up to $225 nightly.

Mon.-Fri. ($20, noon); Mon.-Fri. satellites ($60); Sun. ($55, 2p). See ad Page 30. Bad-beat jackpot; high-hand jackpots; royals pay $500; straight flush pays $250; 
quad aces pays ($150); quads pays $50; call for details.

Daily ($25-$55); Mon.-Fri. (1p); Mon. (7p); Tue. & Thurs. (7p); Wed. (11a & 7p); Fri. 
(11a, 5p, & 8p); Sat. (1p, 5p & 8p); Sun. (7p).

Bad-beat jackpot; Action Aces (Mon.-Fri.); Splash the Pot; Aces Cracked pays $50 for 
same color and $25 for mixed colored aces.

Tue. $300 added ($40, 7p); Thurs. KO ($65, 7p); Sun. $300 added ($40, noon); 
Presidents Day Deep Stack, Feb. 15-17 ($165, noon).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em and Omaha; Hot Seat Drawing during football, Feb. 2 
(4:15p-10p).

Mon.-Fri. ($30, 11a); Tue. ($30, 7p); Wed. PLO & Thurs. KO ($40, 7p); Fri. ($100, 7p); 
Sat. ($40, 11a) & H.O.R.S.E. ($40, 7p); Sun. Omaha/8 ($40, 11a) & ($40, 7p).

Splash the Pot (Mon. & Tue., 8p-midnight); get paid for quads ($50), straight flush 
($100) and royal flush ($250).

* SNg = single-table tournaments; all tournaments are no-limit hold’em unless noted. Poker room managers email roth@anteupmagazine.com

Mon.-Fri. ($70-$120, 1p & 7p); Sat. ($180, noon). See ad Page 39. $25K bad-beat jackpot in hold’em (daily); $5K Omaha bad-beat jackpot (daily).

Mon.-Fri. ($30, 2p); Mon. PLO ($40, 7:30p); Tue. & Thurs. $800 guar. ($40, 7:30p); 
Wed. KO ($40, 7:30p); Sat. KO ($60, noon).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is quads beaten.

Tue. ($50, 7p); Wed. ($50, 7p); Fri. freeroll (2p) & ($50, 7p); Sat. rungoodgear.com 
qualifier ($75, 2p); Sun. $250 added ($50, 2p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; tournament bad-beat jackpot.

Mon. ($30, 11a & $30 w/rebuys, 7p); Tue.-Wed. ($15, 11a & $50, 7p); Thurs. ($50, 
7p); Fri. ($30, 11a & $70, 6p); Sat. ($120, 2p). 

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Daily (10a); Sun. & Mon. (5p); Tue.-Fri. (7p); call for details; Oklahoma State 
Championship of Poker, Feb. 20-March 2. 

Progressive jackpot for hold’em and static jackpot for other games; call for updated 
amount.

Daily ($40-$100) at 11a; Sun.-Thurs. (7p). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Mon.-Fri. ($50, 9:30a); Mon. ($30 w/rebuys, 7p); Tue. ($50, 7p); Wed. ($20 w/rebuys, 
7p); Thurs. & Sun. KO ($75, 7p); Fri. ($65 w/$10 add-on, 7p); Sat. & Sun. ($50, 9:30a).

Progressive bad-beat jackpot in hold’em (quads); high hands; tournament freeroll 
(call for details).

Two tournaments a month (call for details). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Tue. ante only ($40, 7p); Wed. mature only ($35, 2p) & ($35, 7p); Thurs. ($60, 7p); 
Fri. ($60, 7p); Sat. ($35, noon) & ($60, 7p); Sun. Crazy Pineapple ($35, 3p).

Call for information.

Daily ($20 w/rbs, 10a); Mon. pineapple ($20 w/rebuys, 7p); Tue. ($20 w/rebuys, 7p); Wed. 
($50, 7p); Thurs. seniors ($30, 7p); Fri. KO ($60, 7p); Sat. KO ($100, 7p); Sun. ($60, 2p).

Earn participation points for tournament results.CHEROKEE WEST SiLOAM SPRiNgS
(800) 754-4111 • cherokeestarrewards.com 
CHOCTAW RESORT CASiNO
(580) 920-0160 • choctawcasinos.com
COMANCHE NATiON
(580) 354-2000 • comanchenationcasino.com 
CREEK NATiON MUSCOgEE
(918) 683-1825 • creeknationcasino.net 
DOWNSTREAM CASiNO RESORT
(918) 919-6000 • downstreamcasino.com
gRAND CASiNO HOTEL & RESORT
(405) 964-7263 • firelakegrand.com
HARD ROCK TULSA
(918) 384-6648 • hardrockcasinotulsa.com 
iNDigO SKY CASiNO
888-992-7591 • indigoskycasino.com
OSAgE CASiNO TULSA
(877) 246-8777 • osagecasinos.com
RiVER SPiRiT CASiNO
(918) 299-8518 • creeknationcasino.com 
RiVERWiND CASiNO
(405) 322-6000 • riverwindcasino.com
WiNSTAR WORLD CASiNO
(580) 276-4229 • winstarcasinos.com

Mon. ($60, 1p & $115, 7p); Tue. ($60, 1p) & ($100, 7p); Wed. ($60, 1p & $60 w/re-entries, 
7p); Thurs. KO ($115, 1p) & ($100, 7p); Fri. ($220, 11a); Sat. ($170, 11a); Sun. ($230, 1p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is quads or better and pays $20K minimum. See ad 
Page 11.

Mon., Tue., Thurs.-Sat. ($20 w/rbs, 2p); Mon. ($20 w/rbs, 7p); Tue. ($50, 7p); Wed. 
(freeroll w/$20 rbs, 2p & manager’s choice, 7p); Thurs. ($40, 7p); Sat. ($30 w/rbs, 7p).

Call for information. 

Call for information. Bad-beat jackpot; High Hand Winners Wheel.

LOCATION TOURNAMENTS/SPECIAL EVENTS JACKPOTS/PROMOTIONS 



Mon. KO ($125, 7p); Tue. ($150, noon); Wed. ($150, 7p); Thurs. ($150, noon); Fri. KO 
($125, noon & $225, 7p); Sat. ($250, noon & $150, 7p); Sun. ($150, 11a).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; progressive suited royal flush (call for details).
WEST VIRGINIA

Daily ($25-$100); Mon., Fri. & Sat. (12:15p); Wed. (10:30a); Sun. (2p); last Sat. of 
month (7:30p).

Bad beat is aces full of kings; high hands pay $100 (call for details).

HOLLYWOOD AT CHARLES TOWN
(800) 795-7001 • ctowntables.com
MOUNTAiNEER RiVER POKER ROOM
(304) 387-8458 • mountaineerpoker.com

Wed. ($75, 6p); Thurs. Omaha/8 ($65, 6p); Sat. ($80, 1p); Sun. ($65, 6p); $777 
added event, 2nd Fri. of month ($77, 6p).

Double Hours (Thurs. & Sun.); call for details.

Daily ($40, 10a) including Fri. ($75, 6:30p); Sat. KO ($60, 6:30p); many tournaments 
vary between hold’em, Omaha/8 and crazy pineapple (call for schedule).

High hands and bonus high hands (call for details).

Daily ($25 w/$5 rebuys, 11:00a); Mon. Beat the Boss ($35, 6p); Tue. Poker Pizza & 
Pints ($35, 6p); Wed. ($50 w/$20 add-on, 6p); Thurs. Mystery KO ($35, 6p).

Daily Double jackpot; get paid for quads, straight flush and royals; Lighting Strikes & 
Thunder Rumbles jackpots; high hands & Pot Splash (Mon., Tue., Thurs.).

Mon. ($25 w/$20 rebuy, 7p); Tue. KO ($35, 7p); Wed. ($45, 6p); Thurs. ($55, 7p); Fri. 
KO ($35, 6p); Sat. KO ($35, 5p); Sun. Omaha/8 ($35, 5p).

Extra tournament chips (two hours of live play required); call for details.

Mon.-Fri. ($35, 10:30a); Mon. ($110, 7p); Tue. KO ($105, 7p); Wed. & Thurs. ($65, 
7p); Sat. ($40 w/rebuys, noon); 2nd Sun. of month ($215, noon).

$10K bad-beat jackpot; high hands pay $100 every half-hour (24/7); royals pay 
$500 plus a jacket.

Mon.-Fri. ($30, 10:30a); Sat. ($68, 11a); Sun. KO ($68, 11a). Ante Up Poker Cruise 
giveaways in February, see ad on Page 36 for details.

$500 for royals; $200 for straight flushes; quad of the day pays $400; high hands 
pay $150 per hour.

WASHINGTON

Mon.-Fri. ($20, 10:30a); Mon. ($40, 7p); Tue. ($75, 7p); Wed. ($50, 7p); Thurs. ($130, 
7p); Sat. ($100, 11a); Sun. ($65, noon) & PLO ($75, 4p).

Aces Cracked; quads or better pays.

Daily at 12:15p & 7p; Mon.-Tue. & Sun. ($22); Wed. ($11 w/rebuys & $33); Thurs. 
Omaha/8 ($22) & $33; Fri. ($22 & $55); Sat. ($27 & $33).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; mini bad-beat jackpot; royal flush bonus.

7 CEDARS CASiNO
(360) 683-7777 • 7cedarsresort.com
ANgEL OF THE WiNDS CASiNO 
(360) 474-9740 • angelofthewinds.com
CLEARWATER CASiNO
(360) 598-8700 • clearwatercasino.com
LiTTLE CREEK CASiNO
(360) 427-7711 • little-creek.com
LUCKY EAgLE CASiNO
(360) 273-2000 • luckyeagle.com 
MUCKLESHOOT CASiNO
(253) 804-4444 • muckleshootcasino.com
NORTHERN QUEST CASiNO
(509) 242-7000 • northernquest.com
SNOQUALMiE CASiNO
(425) 888-1234 • snocasino.com
SWiNOMiSH CASiNO & LODgE
(360) 293-2691 • swinomishcasino.com
TULALiP RESORT CASiNO
(360) 716-6000 • tulalipresort.com.com

Mon.-Fri. KO ($40, 10:30a); Wed. ($20 w/$20 rebuy, 7p); Mon. & Thurs. ladies night 
($20, 7p); Sat. KO ($75, 10:30a).

Call for promotions.

WISCONSIN

Fri. ($40, 7p); Sat. ($35 w/rebuy or add-on, 4p). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is aces full of 10s and Omaha is quads; Aces Cracked 
pays up to $150.

Tue. ($55, 1p); Thurs. ($55, 6:30p); Sat. ($38, 3p); Sun. ($85, 1p); Double Trouble 
event, 1st Sun. of month ($170).

Call for promotions.

Wed. ($35, 6:45p); Sat. ($60, 2:15p); first Sat. of month ($215, 2:15p); $500 added 
to all Saturday pots.

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em (daily).

HO-CHUNK gAMiNg AT MADiSON
ho-chunkgaming.com • (608) 223-9576 
HO-CHUNK gAMiNg AT NEKOOSA
(800) 782-4560  • ho-chunkgaming.com  
HO-CHUNK gAMiNg AT WiSCONSiN DELLS
(608) 356-6210  • ho-chunkgaming.com
MENOMiNEE CASiNO
(715) 799-3600 • menomineecasinoresort.com
POTAWATOMi BiNgO CASiNO
(414) 645-6888 • paysbig.com

Wednesday ($71, 6p); Saturday ($120, noon); Sunday ($120, 3p); tournaments 
include add-on price.

Aces Cracked (Thursday).

SOUTH DAKOTA
CADiLLAC JACK’S
(605) 578-1500 • cadillacjacksresort.com
LODgE AT DEADWOOD
(605) 578-4800 • deadwoodlodge.com
SALOON #10
(605) 578-3346 • saloon10.com
SiLVERADO FRANKLiN
(605) 578-3670 • silveradocasino.com

Mon.-Fri. ($13 w/$5 rebuys, 1p); Mon.-Thurs. ($23 w/$10 rebuys, 7p); Sat. ($23 
w/$10 rebuys, 11a); Sun. KO ($80, 4p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; bad-beat tournament jackpot.

Mon.-Fri. ($33-$55, 6:30p) except Thurs. KO ($77); Sat. ($22 w/rebuys, 2p); Sun. 
($110, 2p); last Sun. of month ($220, 3p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; High Society Challenge (call for details).

Thurs.-Sun. ($6 w/$10 rebuy & $3 add-on, 10:30a) & ($23 w/$2 add-on, 2p). Bad-beat jackpot; win $1K for quad 10s; win 25% of bad-beat jackpot for aces and 
eights.

Tue. & Thurs. ($88, 6:30p); Sat. ($22, 3p); Sun. ($44 w/$20 add-on, 3p). Call for promotions.

PENNSYLVANIA
Daily ($50-$225); Sun.-Tue. & Thurs. (11:30a, 6:30p); Wed. (noon); Fri. Double Green 
Chip Bounty (11:30a); Sat. (11:30a).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em.

Progressive bad-beat jackpot; progressive straight flush and royal flush hand 
jackpots (call for details); Hollywood Poker Open, Feb. 20-March 2.

Progressive bad-beat jackpot; progressive straight flush and royal flush jackpots 
(call for details).

Mon.-Sat. ($40-$75, 11a & 7:15p); Sun. ($95, 11:15a). Progressive bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; call for details on additional promotions.

Call for tournament schedule. High-hand promotion (call for details).

Mon. ($120, 7p); Tue. ($120, 7p); Wed. ($120, noon); Thurs. ($120, 7p); Sat. ($230, 
noon); Sun. ($80, noon).

Call for details.

Daily ($50-$550); Mon.-Sat. (noon & 7p); Sun. (2p & 7p). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em and ranges from quad 4s-10s depending on jackpot 
amount.

Mon. ($75, 7:30p); 1st & 3rd Thurs. Omaha ($65, 12:30p); 2nd & 4th Fri. ($125, 
7:30p); last Sat. ($250, 3:30p); Sun. ($50, 12:30p).

Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em; $100 Hot Seats (Mon.-Wed., 11a-11p every 3 hours).

HARRAH’S PHiLADELPHiA 
(800) 480-8020 • harrahschester.com
HOLLYWOOD PENN NATiONAL
(717) 469-2211 • hcpn.com
MEADOWS CASiNO
(724) 503-1200 • meadowsgaming.com
MOHEgAN SUN/POCONO DOWNS
(570) 831-2100 • mohegansunpocono.com
PARX CASiNO
(215) 639-9000 • parxcasino.com 
PRESQUE iSLE DOWNS & CASiNO
(866) 374-3386 • eriecasino.com 
RiVERS CASiNO 
(412) 231-7777 • theriverscasino.com
SANDS CASiNO BETHLEHEM
(877) SANDS-77 • sandsbethworks.com

Daily ($100-$200). Bad-beat jackpot in hold’em is quads; Splash Pots; high hands; Aces Cracked; Hot 
Seat Sweepstakes; call for details.

OREGON

Mon. ($33, 1p); Wed. ($55, 7:30p); Fri. ($55, 7p); 1st & 3rd Sat. of month PLO ($33, 
2p); 2nd, 4th & 5th Sat. of the month ($33, 2p); Sun.-Tue. (midnight).

Rackback Bucks (call for details).

LOCATION TOURNAMENTS/SPECIAL EVENTS JACKPOTS/PROMOTIONS 
Mon. (freeroll, 11a)- call for details; Wed. ($45, 1p); Thurs. KO ($55, 1p); Sat. ($95, 
2p); Sun. ($60, 6p).

Luck of the Draw (Mon.); Splash Pot (Wed.); Aces Cracked (Fri.).CHiNOOK WiNDS CASiNO
(541) 996-5825 • chinookwindscasino.com
ENCORE CLUB
(503) 206-8856 • encoreclub.com 

Mon.-Fri ($25 w/rebuy, noon, 2p & 4p, 10p), ($30 w/rebuy, 6p), ($50-$100, 8p); Sat. 
freeroll (noon); ($10K guar., $90 w/rebuy, 7p); Sun. freeroll (noon).

All weekday tournaments have guaranteed prize pools (see website for details).

Mon. ($30, 10:30a); Tue. stud/8 ($30, 10:30a); Wed. O/8 ($30, 10:30a) & ($25 w/rebuys, 
7p); Thurs. ($30, 10:30a) & ($90, 7p); Fri. ($70, noon) & ($60, 7p); Sat. ($90, noon).

Spin the Wheel (Fri. & Sat.); Sunday Super High Hands; Monte Carlo Payouts 
(Mon.-Thurs.).

* SNg = single-table tournaments; all tournaments are no-limit hold’em unless noted. Poker room managers email roth@anteupmagazine.com

SPiRiT MOUNTAiN CASiNO
(503) 879-2350 • spiritmountain.com
WiLDHORSE RESORT
(541) 278-2274 • wildhorseresort.com

Tue. ($30 w/$25 rebuy & add-on, 6:30p); Thurs. & Sat. ($55, 6:30p); Sun. ($35, 1p). Call for promotions.

Super Tuesday has $500 added to the prize pool ($25, 7p); call for full schedule. Bad-beat jackpot is aces full of kings; see website for high-hand and bad-beat 
information.

TEXAS
KiCKAPOO LUCKY EAgLE CASiNO HOTEL
(830) 752-4545 • kickapooluckyeaglecasino.com

Mon. ($50, 6p); Tue.-Thurs. KO ($40, 6p); Fri. ($40, 6p); first Wed. of month KO 
($135, 6p); Sat. ($40, 1p); Sun. ($50, 1p) & ($40, 6p).

High hands pay $100/hour (Sun.-Wed., 9p-1a); 2nd Sunday (1p) $2.5K freeroll for 
qualifying players (call for details).
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WITH THE CHAINSAW

Allen “Chainsaw” Kessler is a 40-something poker pro (he won’t admit his exact age) who has 
played around the world for nearly a dozen years. He also admits to being a polarizing figure; he 

said people love him or hate him. Our Big Dave Lemmon had a chance to chat with the Chainsaw.

C
Can you share some tips for players when they travel? When I sched-

ule flights, I use travel sites to identify prices but buy the tickets 
at the airline site directly, so I get all the advantages and perks. 
If  you buy two weeks in advance, you can save lots of  money, 
so you need to plan ahead. And always look for tickets that are 
refundable. You never know when you are going to get knocked 
out of  an event and may want to go play in another city.

You had a great 2013, recently earning Heartland Poker Tour Player of 
the Year. I had a pretty good year other than the WSOP. I think I 
led the poker world in final tables, making 12 or 13 of  them. For 
the most part, I play in $1,500 or higher buy-in events, up to 
$10K, so it was a great accomplishment. On the HPT, I played 
about 10 events, cashed in six and made four final tables. The 
HPT suits my style; they have really good structures.

So what makes a good tournament structure? I’ve been considered 
an expert on tournament structures by a lot of  the players. Sev-
eral times, if  I see something wrong, even if  I’m playing in the 
event at the time, I’ll talk to the director and if  they agree they’ll 
make adjustments on the fly. Basically, it’s about the number of  
chips most of  the players have at a certain point of  an event. It 
doesn’t really matter how many chips you start with, but mid-
way through the day, the average chip stack should not be be-
low 25 or 30 big blinds. Otherwise, it turns into an all-in fest; to 
me, that’s not even a real tournament.

You’ve been outspoken about tournament re-entries, mostly against 
the guys with lots of money that buy in several times in each day, simply 
because the money doesn’t mean that much to them. My opinion is if  
they’re going to have re-entries, put everyone on equal footing 
by limiting it to one entry per day. I’ve seen a guy like Brian 
Rast buy-in seven times in one day for a $10K event; that is 

just ridiculous.
Let’s talk about your association with ivey Poker. There were only 

30 players or so selected to be on Team Ivey, so it’s a great hon-
or since everyone is familiar with the names of  these players.

Haven’t you used your reputation as a tight player to be more success-
ful? Yeah, whenever I three-bet, people automatically believe I 
have kings or aces, so I can get free chips at any time by just 
reraising somebody. If  I raise someone on the river, they just 
think I must have the nuts.

Over the years, people have agreed with many of your ideas, but la-
beled you as a complainer. However, you seemed to have softened your 
approach. I was a little too combative, and guys like Matt Savage 
and Jack Effel told me to just take them aside privately and not 
just use social media to attack them. I’ve realized a tactful ap-
proach gets more accomplished.

Back to tips for poker travelers. One quick tip you gave last year on 
my show is the first thing you do when you get to your room at the hotel 
is put the Do Not Disturb sign on the door, so that the maids or other 
employees are not looking around or letting others in your room. in Bar-
celona this year, several players had their rooms broken into, and soft-
ware was loaded into their laptops so other people could identify their 
hole cards while playing online poker. I just don’t want anyone going 
into my room, and usually you are only there three or four 
days. I don’t give out my room number to anyone. If  no one 
has access to your room, there’s less chance of  something be-
ing taken or your belongings messed with. If  you need towels, 
or want to have your bed made and the bathroom cleaned up, 
just summon the maid while you’re there. Because of  the big 
amounts of  money involved, poker players are often targets. 
You need to make an effort to cut down the risks. S
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POKER CRUISES

*All prices are per person, based on double occupancy, and include taxes, 
 government fees and port charges. Limited number of staterooms available 

 at these introductory rates.  Ships Registry Bahamas

ANTEUPCRUISES.COM 

ALL BOOKINGS MUST BE MADE THROUGH ANTE UP TO PLAY 
IN THE POKER ROOM, PER CRUISE LINE POLICY.  

QUESTIONS? CALL JEANNE COSENZA @ 727-742-3843

y

FREE 
CLASSES!

y

LIVE 

DEALERS!

yFREE 

FOOD!

RATES ONLY GUARANTEED UNTIL FEB. 14! CALL NOW!

MAY 4-17

TRANSATLANTIC!
FROM FT. LAUDERDALE TO ENGLAND!

y
CASH 

GAMES!

RATES START AT $840*

Aboard Royal Caribbean’s Independence of the Seas
Port stops in Nassau, Bahamas; Charlotte Amalie, 

St. Thomas; and Philipsburg, St. Maarten!


